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• Smarthome Solution Design 
and Implementation

• Multi-room audio, CCTV and 
alarm systems

• Car charging points 
(OLEV Grant approved)

• Domestic, commercial, equestrian 
and agricultural electrical contractors 
and engineers

• Landlord inspection, testing and 
certification service

• Part P approved with 6 year 
warranty on domestic work

Tel: 01793 771167 Mobile: 07795 832087
www.butcherselectrical.co.uk09
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chartered accountants, business advisers and more…

www.morrisowen.com

Chartered accountants 
Business advisers 
Chartered tax advisers 
Independent nancial advisers

Find out what makes  
Morris Owen more  
than just accountants

Contact Jenna Wheeler on 

01793 603900 or email 

jenna.wheeler@morrisowen.com

Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity of  
non-contentious probate in England and Wales by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales.   

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered with the Chartered Institute of Taxation  
as a rm of chartered tax advisers.

MOadvert 61 x191_3[2021].qxp_Layout 1  03/09/2021  1



Page 3

Purton Contacts
Wiltshire Councillor Jacqui Lay 770704
Doctor Purton Surgery 770207
Dental Surgery Church Street 770532
Junior Church Mary Hodges 770505
Library Librarians 770870
(Tuesdays 2.00-7.00pm Fridays 2.00-4.30pm)
Museum Marion Hobbs 770185
Police/Fire/Ambulance Emergencies 999
Police Non-emergency 101
Scottish & Southern Electric 24hr network failure line 0800 727282
Thames Water Report leaks, blockages, 

pollution, supply issues etc
thameswater.co.uk/help/
report-a-problem

Age Concern Minibus Hazel Woodbridge 770862
Purton Parish Council Deborah Lawrence 771066
Purton Silver Threads Lindsey Hall 771890
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery Purton Vets 771869
Pips Community Café Duty volunteers 07498 526872
(Tuesday-Friday 9am-4.30pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm) 
www.facebook.com/purtoncommunitycafe/
Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School Secretary 770570
Pear Drops at Playclose Sarah Grigg 950159
Pear Drops Pre-School 
(formerly Under 5s’)

Sarah Grigg 978536

St Mary’s Primary School Office 770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk 
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian 
Tweedie-Smith

email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk 
Tel: 770077 (773031 emergencies only)

Curate: Revd Judith Wells email: judithwells36@googlemail.com Tel: 770627
Warden Sandra Horsnall: 770157
Administrator: Rosie Harris administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages in the 
centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister: 
Revd Shirlyn Toppin

Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw, Royal Wootton Bassett 
SN4 8LT

Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett 
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Priest: Revd Father 
Lucas Rodrigues

Tel: 852366

Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon, Tues, Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest: 
Father Michael Robertson

Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church

Services: Holy Days 7.00pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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July 2023 
Volume 45 No.7 

1st Published 1975

9
Clues to solve in this 

month’s local mini 
crossword. See page 33

37
Villagers enjoyed the Age 

Concern garden centre 
trip. See page 12

120
Plates of food donated 

for the joint Christian Aid 
birthday party. See page 15

From the Editors

Strawberries on our front cover are 
a timely reminder of the Wimbledon 
tennis tournament mentioned on page 
38 with news from Purton Tennis Club. 
The club’s maintenance crew has been 
busy working on the courts next to the 
pavilion and their efforts appear to have 
been rewarded with most of the teams 
“doing exceptionally well” at the time 
of writing. 
The summer of sport is in full swing 
with the much-anticipated Ashes cricket 
series against the Australian tourists 
now in progress providing much interest 
and entertainment on both sides of 
the world.
A regular pub quiz question relates to 
the most popular British pastime and 
angling always seems such a surprisingly 
correct answer. Boosted by thriving fish 
populations in rivers that are getting 
steadily cleaner, angling continues to 
attract huge numbers of people, with 
nearly four million men, women and 
children saying they had gone fishing 
in the previous two years according to a 
report from the Environment Agency.
Perhaps that is because it seems such 
a singular sport to non-anglers with 
participants usually fishing individually 
on the banks of the water especially 
during competitions. Our Nature 
Correspondent reports on an invitation 
to meet a friend and keen member of 

The Piscatorial Society and enjoy a little 
fishing. They met in the fishermen’s 
shrine that is the Society’s rod room 
with its imposing round committee table 
plus a fascinating collection of fishing 
sundries including tied flies for sale in 
little boxes, a variety of fly-fishing books 
and an impressive stuffed trout in a glass 
case photographed for his article. True to 
form, his interesting piece also includes 
noting birds he saw in that beautiful and 
unspoilt habitat that included a flash of 
iridescent greenish – blue; see page 29 to 
confirm your guess!
Colour was the subject of the latest After 
8 discussions on page 37. After learning 
about the origins of different colours 
from their artist-in-residence, it seems 
that the girl-pink and boy-blue divide 
only dates from the mid-20th Century 
and may already be dying out?
Regular readers may well have noticed 
that this issue of your magazine is 
noticeably thinner than usual. A 
key reason is probably because the 
production team has experienced an 
outage with the magazine’s email 
system. 
We apologise to anyone experiencing 
difficulties in submitting contributions 
and ask that they be sent again in 
time for the August issue, heather@
intouchpurton.co.uk can be used as an 
alternative address.
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Purton Parish Council News

Great Western Air Ambulance 
fundraiser smashes fundraising 
total!
On Saturday 3rd of June, Jude Sullivan 
welcomed a great number of people 
into her garden, to help her raise 
funds to support the Great Western Air 
Ambulance and smashed her previous 
year’s fundraising total of over £1000, 
by raising £1216.34!
The fundraising event, which was held 
in Purton, included a variety of stalls 
and activities from cake stall, bric-a-
brac, raffle, tombola, pre-loved clothes, 
handmade greeting cards and guess the 
weight of the cake.
In line with the rescue theme of the 
event, there was also a ‘guess where the 
helicopter will land’ game, supplied 
by the Great Western Air Ambulance to 
support the fundraising efforts.
Motivated by her own experiences 
of having the Air Ambulance attend 
a family emergency, Jude Sullivan is 
committed to continuing to fundraise 
and plans to run another event in 2024.
No Mow May
Purton Parish Council will be taking 
part in the ‘no mow May’ national eco 
initiative, from May 2024, in its open 
green spaces, as part of its Carbon 
Reduction work and with a view to 
helping support pollinators, wildlife, 
and wildflowers.
For those who are not familiar, ‘No Mow 
May’ is part of a campaign which was 
started by conservation Charity Plant life 
in 2019. It encourages everyone to put off 
mowing and strimming their lawns until 

June, to let wildflowers 
reseed, protect insects and 
to prevent harm to small 
creatures such as frogs.
Purton Parish Council will be 
participating from spring 2024, 
as another step towards a greener 
future for the village. Work to date 
by Purton Parish Council has already 
brought wildlife friendly planters, an 
electric truck for grounds staff and 
investigations into electric vehicle 
charging points and solar panels – all 
of which are part of its wider Carbon 
Neutral Strategy.
In Spring 2024, residents should note 
that the appearance of green areas 
may look more abundant and uncut, 
but should be reassured that this is all 
intended, to ensure that our wildlife is 
protected.
Everyone locally also can participate in 
‘No Mow May’, with either all or part of 
their garden space. This will not only 
enable them to support wildlife but 
will also provide them with a rest from 
mowing and reduce noise from mowers 
running in the village in spring.
Anyone wishing to learn more, may like 
to visit these websites:
www.plantlife.org.uk/campaigns/
nomowmay/
www.countryfile.com/news/no-mow-
may-why-you-should-lock-up-your-
lawnmower-on-1st-may/
www.discoverwildlife.com/how-to/
wildlife-gardening/no-mow-may/
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Neil Farr
Plumbing & Heating

• Bathroom/kitchen refits,
• Central heating systems.

Tel: 01793 526207
Mob: 077 99 59 57 01

Free quotations/estimates.
Emergency callouts.

Quality Builders
MARK MANNING

Garden walls • patios • drives
• pointing • plastering • roofing

• new chimneys built and repaired
• extensions • loft conversions

Alterations & free advice.
Tel 07980 309877

manningmarka@sky.com

Delicious Delights
Catering for weddings,
parties and corporate groups.
Served from our door to your table

Katherine Young

Also available:
Wedding, Celebration & Birthday Cakes

t: 01793 770486
e:cyoung65@btInternet.com

TV & VIDEO REPAIRS

  I n  H o m e  E s t i m a t e s
  I n  H o u s e  R e p a i r
 A l l  r e p a i r s  g u a r a n t e e d

Tel:
01793
812738TV Tuning & Set Ups

GOGGLEBOX
TV & VIDEO

REPAIR
SERVICE

Do you need Finance & Admin Support?
Business growing and don't have the time or experience?

We are qualified accountants with over 20 years’ experience in industry.
Providing day to day tasks such as invoicing, data entry & bank reconciliations
to budgeting & forecasting.  Regular weekly or monthly support to one-off tasks
or projects. Contact us today to find out how we can support your business.

Contact Sadie Williams 07914835772
or e-mail: sadie@harwoodandpartners.co.uk

greenmanngardens@gmail.com

Green Mann Garden
Services

For all aspects of Garden Care,
Maintenance and Renovation.

Contact Toby
(RHS, City & Guilds qualified)

01793 778069 / 07972 250878
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Quarry Farm,
The Hyde, Purton,

Swindon,
SN5 4EA

Web: dorasdairy.co.uk
Email: dairymaid@dorasdairy.co.uk

Tel: 07453 348560

Dora’s  Dairy

Raw and pasteurised milk
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Telephone, Swindon

772172
Flowers for all

occasions

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL

Available for Hire

For further information and bookings

TELEPHONE  772646

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk

www.boothandson.com

12
/2

3

M. LAWRENCE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

17 Vasterne Close, Purton
 Domestic Rewire
 Wiring for Extensions
 Electric Storage Heating
 Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting

Tel: 771084
Mobile: 07743 128222

Matthew Scott NCH
Garden & Landscape Services

Including Fencing, Decking,
Patios & Walling

Pruning,
Clearance & Turfing

Free Quotations,  All Jobs Considered
Mobile:  07909 671501
Tel/Fax:  01793 772986

RODENTS WASPS

FLIES ANTS

N.W.D.S. PEST CONTROL
Mobile: 07932 119999
Office: 01793 770807

PURTON CLUB
NON MEMBERS WELCOME

Live Sport & Music
Families Welcome

Open Hours:
Tues   7 - 12

Wed & Thurs  5 -12
Fri  3 - 12

Sat & Sun   All Day
FREE FUNCTION ROOM HIRE

For Parties, Weddings, Funerals

DISCO HIRE £75
Catering Available

Come Join Us!

01793 770316
07887724399

Foot Health Professional
Catherine Clark, BSc (Hons)

MCFHP, MAFHP
Treatment of hard skin, corns, fungal nails,
thickened and ingrown nails plus routine
toe nail cutting and filing in the comfort of

your own home
NOW AVAILABLE IN PURTON

01793 936845 / 07741 457860
or visit www.highworthfootcare.com

for more information

FRAN BREWER
Mobile Service covering the Purton Area
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Your local qualified plumber, offering a 
professional and reliable service:

	 	 Toilets and taps  
	 	 Leaks
	 	 Washing maching/ 
  dishwasher installations 
	 	 Bathroom installations
	 	 General plumbing maintenance

Contact: Ryan 07845 510839

Toilets & Taps Plumbing Services
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Chimney
MechanicsLtd

Chimney sweeping, 
Pots, cowls & bird-guards, 
Repointing & stack repairs, 
Stoves, liners & fireplaces 
Wood-burner installation

HETAS registered

01793 771782 02
/2

4

Neil Farr
Plumbing & Heating

• Bathroom/kitchen refits,
• Central heating systems.

Tel: 01793 526207
Mob: 077 99 59 57 01

Free quotations/estimates.
Emergency callouts.

Quality Builders
MARK MANNING

Garden walls • patios • drives
• pointing • plastering • roofing

• new chimneys built and repaired
• extensions • loft conversions

Alterations & free advice.
Tel 07980 309877

manningmarka@sky.com

Delicious Delights
Catering for weddings,
parties and corporate groups.
Served from our door to your table

Katherine Young

Also available:
Wedding, Celebration & Birthday Cakes

t: 01793 770486
e:cyoung65@btInternet.com

TV & VIDEO REPAIRS

  I n  H o m e  E s t i m a t e s
  I n  H o u s e  R e p a i r
 A l l  r e p a i r s  g u a r a n t e e d

Tel:
01793
812738TV Tuning & Set Ups

GOGGLEBOX
TV & VIDEO

REPAIR
SERVICE

Do you need Finance & Admin Support?
Business growing and don't have the time or experience?

We are qualified accountants with over 20 years’ experience in industry.
Providing day to day tasks such as invoicing, data entry & bank reconciliations
to budgeting & forecasting.  Regular weekly or monthly support to one-off tasks
or projects. Contact us today to find out how we can support your business.

Contact Sadie Williams 07914835772
or e-mail: sadie@harwoodandpartners.co.uk

greenmanngardens@gmail.com

Green Mann Garden
Services

For all aspects of Garden Care,
Maintenance and Renovation.

Contact Toby
(RHS, City & Guilds qualified)

01793 778069 / 07972 250878

Kaileigh & Guy Tasker welcome you to 

The Bell Inn, Purton Stoke
Serving award-winning homemade food & drink

Tues-Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm, Sundays 12-4pm.  
Bookings are advised. Tel: 01793 770434 

www.bellinnpurtonstoke.co.uk info@thebellpurtonstoke.co.uk
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Guaranteed
Position
do not move

Guaranteed
Position
do not move

Guaranteed
Position
do not move

o Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service
(eg landlord inspection reports).

o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered
by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.

o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.
o Home Automation Systems - Turn on your lights

or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –

Save up to 10% of your electricity bill
o Telecommunications and Data Networks.

Tel: (01793) 771167
Mobile: 07795 832087

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk
Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural
and Equine Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998
www.themaharajah.co.uk

Email: khalique@themaharajah.co.uk

6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire SN5 4AA

Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

ROYAL GEORGE

27 Pavenhill, Purton  Tel: 01793 978 180
email: info@royalgeorgepurton.co.uk

Food:
Mon - Sat     12 - 3pm
             and 6 - 9pm

Sundays  3 - 5pm  bookings only

Pub Quiz:  Every Sunday at 7.30pm
Bottle Draw every Monday - 9.30pm
Poker Night every Tuesday - 8.30pm

Peter Newson Ltd
Tel: (01793) 534303

electrical contractors
103 Broad Street, Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 2DT

www.peternewsonltd.com

pp nn

PROFESSIONAL CARPET,
UPHOLSTERY & OVEN CLEANING

Carpets • Suites • Rugs • Ovens
Stainguard • Odour & Insecticide Treatments

Independent Family Business
For a free quotation phone Phil Thomas

01793 771441 or 07966 100437
email  CarpetechCleaning@gmail.com

Floral Designs for all Occasions

Accountants and Tax Consultants
Partners: Paul Monk & Martin Butler
 Accounts Preparation
 Sole Trader & Partnerships
 Limited Companies
 Payroll Administration
 Book-keeping / VAT Returns
 Self Assessment Tax Returns
 Incorporation
 Sage Accountants Club Member
 Registered User Clearly Business®

Telephone: (01793) 642577
Fax: (01793) 487738

www.ekinsonline.co.uk

1 Cricklade Court,  SWINDON, Wiltshire, SN1 3EY

Flexible Hours to Suit YOU
Initial Meeting FREE of charge

*
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Pavement Mobility Pavement Mobility 
Scooter for saleScooter for sale

For more details, contact For more details, contact 
Judith or Raymond Fish Judith or Raymond Fish 

on 01793 772947on 01793 772947

07
/2

3
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Memorial Testing
Purton Parish Council continues to 
carry out Memorial Testing at Purton 
Cemetery.
Currently we have seven headstones 
which have failed a hand test and will 
require action.  These have been safely 
staked and notices left on the headstone.
We will endeavour to make contact with 
owners where available, however if you 
know the family to whom these graves 
belong, we would be grateful if you 
could let them know.
Contact can be made via the office on 
01793 771066 or via email on lesley.
miles@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
The current graves, failing safety testing 
are:
• PC/Burial/357 – Eatwell
• PC/Burial/342 – Chapman
• PC/Burial/304 – Ardley
• PC/Burial/262 – Matthews
If any further information is required, 
please do not hesitate to call the office.
These headstones will remain staked 
for one year and then action will be 
taken to sink then into the ground as a 
safety measure. The sinking will ensure 
both the full safety for anyone visiting, 
and where possible, the legibility of the 
inscription.
Planning
A) Permission Granted
• PL/2023/01960 – 17 Glevum Close, 

Purton, SN5 4HA 
Proposal: Proposed front and side 
extensions and new roof to existing 
bungalow.  Decision: Approve with 
Conditions

• PL/2022/08940 – Down Farm, The 
Pry, Purton, SN5 4JP 

Proposal: Change of use of land 
from movement/storage of building 
materials to enable stationing of 
mobile double decker bus to provide 
a venue for workshops around 
wellbeing, menopause and mental 
health. Decision: Approve with 
Conditions

• PL/2023/00775 – Greystones, West 
Of Bentham Lane To Bentham Farm, 
Bentham, Purton, SN5 4JA. 
Proposal: Construction of 20m x 
40m riding arena for private use. 
Land to change from agriculture 
to domestic animal use. Decision: 
Approve with Conditions

B) Permission Refused
• PL/2023/01171 – Newth’s Lane 

Barn, Newth’s Lane, Purton Stoke , 
Swindon, SN5 4JH 
Proposal: Building a livestock hay 
and straw storage and shelter for 
horses/cows in the winter in order 
to cater for their proper welfare and 
provide them feed for the winter. 
Decision: Refuse.

Council Meetings 2023
Public Council Meetings will be held at 
the Village Hall from 7 p.m., as follows:
• Monday 10th July – Full Council 

Meeting
• Monday 11th September – Full 

Council Meeting
• Monday 9th October – Full Council 

Meeting
• Monday 13th November – Full 

Council Meeting
• Monday 11th December – Full 

Council Meeting
Agendas are posted on our four 
notice boards (Purton Council Offices, 
Ridgeway, Moulden View and at the 
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Pavenhill Shops) and our website – 
www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Councillor Vacancies
The Parish Council currently has the 
option to co-opt four Councillors. If 
you are interested in this community 
post, please complete the application 
forms which can be found at the link 
below. The Clerk is also available for an 
informal chat prior to completion of your 
application.

www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/data-
transparency-sub/policies-procedures
Keep up to date
Further Council details and community 
information are available as follows:
• Call – 01793 771066
• Email – deborah.lawrence@

purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
• Follow us on Facebook – www.

facebook.com/purtonparishcouncil
• Follow us on Twitter – @PurtonPC

Information from Wiltshire Council
Time to renew your garden waste collections
Renew your garden waste collection by Friday 30 June to avoid 
missing a collection.
Once you have renewed your subscription, you will now no longer 
receive a garden waste sticker. This is because waste crews use in-
vehicle technology to identify which households have subscribed to 
have their garden waste collected. Please ensure your garden bin is 
identifiable by putting your house number on it. You are welcome to 
paint your house number on the bin should you wish or, if you have 
one, you can leave the previous bin sticker displayed and where you 
can add your house name or number. Numbers should be clearly 
displayed on the back of the bin, and bins should be presented for 
collection with the handle facing outwards as this makes it easier for 
the collection crews.
Let us remove your unwanted guests this summer!
The warmer weather means BBQs, picnics, and time to get outside 
and enjoy the beautiful area we live in. It also means more flying 
pests which can really dampen the fun.
If you’ve found a wasp nest or have a large number of wasps at home, 
our friendly pest controllers are on hand to treat these for you. Please 
email pestcontrol@wiltshire.gov.uk or call 0300 456 0107 to make a 
booking.
Just a reminder - we love bees and don’t treat them. If you have a 
beehive at home, the Bumblebee Conservation Trust or The Wildlife 
Trusts can help.
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Small rechargeable items collected 
at the kerbside
Don’t forget you can now recycle small 
rechargeable electrical items as part 
of your fortnightly kerbside collection 
service. These items include:
• MP3 players
• Electric toothbrushes
• Shavers/trimmers

Purton & Green Gable 
Surgery PPG
NHS Patient Survey
A summary of recent 
responses to the NHS Patient 
Survey showed that Purton 
and Green Gable Surgery 
received a 98% positive 
response. 
200 Club draw
The June draw was done 
by Kai Howard, Practice 
Manager. The winners 
were: £100 – June Carter, 
£15 – Dr JLW Belford. All 
members of the 200 Club 
are allocated a number to be 
used in the draw, if you wish 
to know your number then 
please email our Treasurer 
– treasurer.psppg@gmail.
com – to ask for it. The 200 
Club year starts in September 
and names are now being 
taken for the coming year. Those paying 
by standing order do not need to take 
any action as membership will continue 
uninterrupted, however those who pay 
annually will need to renew… and may 
want to consider setting up a standing 

order. New members are 
always welcome. Forms are 
available in the Surgery.
PPG Information
Information leaflets about 
the PPG are available in the 
Surgery.
Table Top and Books in 
Purton Surgery
If you wish to make a 
purchase from the Tabletop in 
Purton Surgery waiting room, 
please hand your donation 
to the reception team. We 
are unable to receive any 
shoes for the table. There are 
also books in the bookcase 
for purchase (50p each). As 
always, your support for our 
work to both inform and 
support patients is much 
appreciated. If you know of 

anyone who would like to be included in 
our email list (all sent bcc) then please 
ask them to contact us via email to: 
secretary.psppg@gmail.com

Sheila Fowler, PPG Secretary 

• All vapes and e-cigarettes
• Smart watches
• Mobile phones
• Digital cameras
• Charging devices/power banks
• Wireless earphones
All you need to do is place these items 
in a carrier bag next to your blue-lidded 
bin.
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still be doing the trip to Weston on 23rd 
August, so if you want to come on that 
then contact Peter on 778119 to book a 
ticket. The cost will be £20, or £22 for 
non-Purton residents. The coach trips 
are not restricted to pensioners, and 
accompanied children (£10 for 12 years 
old and under) will be allowed on this 
one.
Coffee Morning
We will be holding our annual coffee 
morning at Bentham again this year. 
On 1 July 2023, Dick & Jackie Scott 
have once again allowed us the use 
of their beautiful garden to hold this 
event, which is open to everybody 
who would like to attend. It is a good 
fund-raising opportunity for us and we 
would welcome you all to come and 
support us. Entrance is £2.50 which 
includes a free drink & biscuit. Gates 
open at 10 a.m.until 12 noon. Stalls 
include cakes, plants, tombola, bric-a-
brac, raffle & refreshments. If there are 
any budding gardeners or bakers who 
would be willing to donate to our plant 
& cake stalls, it would be very much 
appreciated. Hope to see you there.
Qualifying Residents
Are you 65 or over? Do you live in the 
Purton Area? Do you know who your 
street warden is? We try to maintain 
an up-to-date list of the ‘qualifying’ 
residents in our area but it’s not always 
possible to keep up with all the changes. 
If you answer ‘yes’ to the first two 
questions but have recently moved into 
the area or have been here a while but 

Dates for the diary
• 1st July – Coffee Morning at 

Bentham.
• 23rd – August, coach trip to Weston-

super-Mare
Garden Centre Trip
On 7th June, we had our garden centre 
trip to Webbs of Wychbold on what 
turned out to be a lovely day for the 
weather. It started off overcast but 
cleared by lunchtime, which made our 
location even better than expected. This 
garden centre is particularly nice, and 
the quality of the plants is superb. They 
also have retail outlets and a very nice 
restaurant and food outlets, so there’s 
something for everybody. We had 37 
people on board the coach, which is 
a big improvement on previous trips, 
and the atmosphere was great with 
everybody catching up with people 
they hadn’t seen for a while as we had 
people from Purton Stoke and Cricklade 
joining our group. As usual our Ellison’s 
driver Brian looked after us, and we had 
plenty of storage on the coach for all the 
plants we bought back – it took longer to 
unload the plants than the passengers! 
Thanks to all who came and supported 
our outing.
Future Trips
Unfortunately, we have decided to 
cancel the planned July trip on a steam 
train, because we feel we won’t be able 
to attract enough people to make it 
worthwhile. I’m sorry for the ‘regulars’ 
that said they would like to go but, at 
the moment, it’s not possible. We will 

Purton & District 
Age Concern
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Tootsie Care
Jane Reynolds MCFHP MAFHP

Registered Member of the
British Association of Foot Health Professionals

All your foot care needs
Corns, Callous, Nail Infections, Verrucae,

Ingrowing Toe Nails, Nail Cutting,
Cracked Heels and Foot Massage

Home Visits & Vouchers Available
Call Jane: 07903 210760 / 01793 330948

Call for all enquiries & Free Quotes
07792 917 924

DC Carpentry
All carpentry work undertaken

• Doors, windows & locks
• Household Repairs   • Skirting & Architrave

  • Internal Doors & Staircases
• Fascia, Soffit, Guttering & Cladding

  • Gates, Sheds, Pergolas, Decking and Fencing
  • Laminate Flooring & Wooden Flooring

  • General Maintenance & Building

Improve posture, flexibility, mobility and
strength with this unique exercise programme.

PURTON - Silver Threads Hall,
Thursdays 6.30pm & 7.45pm

Classes also held in Cricklade, Siddington, Cirencester.

Classes must be booked in advance as
numbers are limited.

Please contact Shauna Wheeldon on
01793 752353

or Email:  shauna.wheeldon@gmail.com

PILATES

170 Victoria Road, Swindon
Tel: 522797

and at:
252 Whitworth Road, Swindon

Tel: 522145
www.hillierfuneralservice.co.uk

24 Hour Personal Service

Casa Colina
Costa Blanca

A well-equipped detached villa
3 double bedrooms (sleeps 6)

Lovely communal pool
Beautiful beaches nearby

First class golf courses
Airports Alicante & Murcia ½ hr

£400 per week
Contact Caroline: 07799 217995

www.colinaholidayrentals.co.uk

WALL2WALL
D  e  c  o  r  a  t  i  n  g

L I M I T E D
Complete professional

interior/exterior decorating specialists

01793 435141
www.wall2walldecorating.co.uk

Wiltshire Business Awards
Finalists 2008 & 2009 Business Runner Up

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KEVIN WEST
Telephone: 01793 772552

Mobile: 07731 547995
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£450

170 Victoria Road, Swindon Tel: 522797
7 Lechlade Road, Highworth Tel: 764337

252 Whitworth Road, Swindon Tel: 522145

Do you have any land 
which may be suitable 

for development; 
gardens, old yards, 
fields or paddocks?

Ring 07770 760219 or Email: 
gsbricklaying@outlook.com

LAND WANTEDLAND WANTED
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Lovely communal pool, beautiful beaches 
nearby and first class golf courses. 
Airports at Alicante & Murcia ½ hr. 

£450 per week
Contact Caroline: Tel 07799 217995

email: carolinehill41@gmail.com
www.colinaholidayrentals

WOOTTON BASSETT 
SERVICE STATION LTD

91-93 High Street, 
Royal Wootton Bassett, SN4 7HA

Tel: 01793 852083
07774 651270 in emergencies

SELF DRIVE ■ HIRE REPAIRS
CAR/COMMERCIAL SALES

24hr RECOVERY
MOTs ■ SERVICING

We can collect & deliver your 
vehicle. Courtesy car available.
www.woottonbassettservicestation.co.uk

OPEN Mon-Fri: 8.00am-5.15pm, Sat: 8.00am-12.00pm, Sun: Closed10
/2

3

Located in the Silver Threads Hall Located in the Silver Threads Hall 
entrance lobbyentrance lobby

Open: Open: 
Tuesday to FridayTuesday to Friday  

10am-4.30pm10am-4.30pm
SaturdaySaturday

10am-1.30pm10am-1.30pm 
The fridge and pantry are open to anyone and 
everyone, we are NOT a food bank. Our one 
request is that you only take what you will use, 
saving food from going to landfill and sharing it 
amongst the community. 
Email:Email:  purtoncommunityfridge@gmail.compurtoncommunityfridge@gmail.com
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never received any communication from 
Purton & District Age Concern, please 
contact Georgina, our secretary, to find 
out what services we offer and who the 
street warden is for your patch. Email: 
secretary@purtonageconcern.com or 
call 07966 222967.
Electric Buggy
I shall mention each month that we have 
acquired a three-wheeled electric buggy, 
and you never know when it might be 
needed. It has had a new battery, has 
been serviced, and is running well. If 
anybody is in need, perhaps through an 
accident or operation, and needs this 
type of transport on a temporary basis, 
then please let me know by ringing 
778119 for details. If anyone needs one 
on a permanent basis, then an offer 
might be acceptable to purchase this 
from us.
Tai Chi Classes
The Tai-Chi classes will continue 
weekly at 1.30 p.m. on Thursdays at the 
Millennium Hall, so come along and 
enjoy the benefits of this gentle exercise. 
We will be offering a FREE taster session 
for beginners. New members will have 
to fill in a health form at the first lesson. 
Cost is £5.00 per session, and classes 
are currently running until the summer 
holidays.
Minibus
If you need to use the Purton Age 
Concern transport for appointments or 
to go on one of our shopping trips, and 
are over 60 years of age, then please 
contact Hazel on 01793 770862 as usual.
Useful Contacts
If you have a problem or need to speak 
to anyone on any other topic then the 
contact numbers you should use, after 

you have talked to your street warden, 
are Peter Berry from Age Concern on 
778119, or Debbie Lawrence, Clerk of the 
Parish Council, on 771066. Remember 
that Purton is a very special village and 
there is always somebody that can help 
and will help.
If You Need It!
Bobby Van – If you need the Bobby 
Van for replacement batteries or if your 
smoke alarms are not working properly 
then call them on 01225 256867.
Pheonix – This is a free transport service 
on your bus pass. You need to ring 01249 
890794 to book with them. Remember if 
we don’t use it, we lose it!
Social Media/Website – Why not check 
out our social media to keep up to date 
with our events and fund-raising. We 
have a website, as well as Facebook, 
Twitter & Instagram. We’d love you to 
follow us, help us promote our events 
and keep in touch.
Website: www.purtonageconcern.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
purtonageconcern
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Purton_AC
Instagram: @purtonageconcern
We still have a couple of wheelchairs, 
walkers, crutches and walking sticks 
available to borrow, so if you think you 
might need any of these at any time 
then ring me on 778119. If you have any 
NHS equipment (not toiletry or boots) 
that you no longer require, please 
contact Sue Richardson on 772581 so 
that she can return them to the surgery 
or hospital. Some of these are being 
disposed of when they should be 
returned, and that is not acceptable.

Peter Berry, Chairman
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A wonderful birthday bring 
and share
As we both have our birthdays the same 
weekend… and always during Christian 
Aid Week… we decided to join together 
to celebrate our joint 75ths in St Mary’s 
Church with a bring & share picnic 
lunch to welcome friends and to raise 
funds for Christian Aid at the same time. 
Everyone was welcome and about 120 
people came!
They were asked ‘no presents please, 
just your presence’ plus a plate of 
food to share, or a contribution in the 

collecting box. To our shock, surprise 
and delight 120 plates of fantastic food 
arrived and there was well over £530 in 
the Christian Aid bucket.
We would like to thank everyone for 
their generosity and friendship. St 
Mary’s church was buzzing with activity 
all day and was a wonderful venue for 
such a gathering. Thank you all very 
much for supporting us so generously.

Libbie and Sandra

Haiti: Hurricanes and Hope 
Together we are stronger than the storms  

Please come along to hear Katrine Musgrave 
(Christian Aid Rep for Wiltshire) talk about how 
your donations can build houses that weather the 
storms in Haiti, and Nick Guttmann, Head of        
Humanitarian Division,    
Christian Aid – discussing 
disaster relief and mitigation 
in Haiti and beyond. 

Thurs 8 March 
7.30pm   
Methodist Church,      
Purton, SN5 4DP. 
An evening of information 
and inspiration with guest 
speaker Nick Guttmann 
Doors open 7pm for tea, 
coffee & cake. 
All welcome.  
For more info email kmus-
grave@christian-aid.org or 
call the Thornbury Office on 
01454 415 923. 

Haiti has been hit by hurricane after hurricane. Many Haitians now live in unsafe 
homes 

Christian Aid is a registered charity no. 1105851 Company no. 5171525 The Christian Aid 
name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid 

Purton Annual Flower Arts Craft 
& Produce Show 2023
Show schedules are available from 
various outlets, including Toomers 
Garden Centre, Dora’s Kiosk, One Stop, 
Co-Op, Pips Community Café, Hair by 
Val and Jodie, Chelworth Nurseries and 
The Bell at Purton Stoke. Committee 
members are also delivering schedules 
to as many of last year’s entrants as 
possible. If anyone is having difficulty 
obtaining one, please contact me.
We will be holding two booking-in 
sessions to receive entry forms prior 
to the show: Wednesday 16th August 
at Pips from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and at 
The Red House from 7 p.m.  to 9 p.m. 
I can also receive entries at 3 Orchard 
Gardens, Purton before the show, but 
all entries must be received by 9 p.m. on 
Wednesday 19th August. The exception 

being children’s entries, which will be 
accepted until 10 a.m. on the day of the 
show. Having the entries in advance 
enables us to plan the space required for 
exhibits and helps us to set up the hall.
Mike Lawrence will be contacting last 
year’s cup winners reminding them to 
return the cups to him by 1st August. The 
cups will be cleaned and made ready for 
this year’s presentations.
Entry to the show is by donation. As we 
have had additional help on show day, 
we are pleased that we will be able to 
serve refreshments this year. All profits 
are donated to the Royal British Legion.

For further information please contact 
Pat Hughes. Tel no: 01793 772382 or email 

patricia.j.hughes@btinternet.com
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Ten Years Ago...
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Purton Carriage Driving passing St Mary’s Church, 2012
Photo: Colin FreemantleSee article on Page 35

Food was a recurring 
theme in Purton Magazine 
for July 2013. The former 
head of a government 
agency had declared that 
“we are only nine meals 
from anarchy”. The body 
had been dissolved in 
2006; one imagines that 
the government did not 
appreciate the message. 
Nevertheless, the point 
was made that if supplies 
to supermarkets were 
interrupted, say by a 
shortage in diesel fuel or 
industrial inaction, then 
Britain would panic-buy 
and descend into chaos. 
As the article says: “the 
baked beans would run 
out”. There was a buying 
spree a couple of years 
ago but all we ran out of 
was toilet paper.
With some of these 
worries in mind, a group 
of Purtonians went 
to London for a rally 
arranged by a campaign 
called “IF”. It claimed 

that (and I agree that the 
figure is shocking) 7.3 
million children died of 
malnutrition every year, 
though by the end of 
the article it had already 
decreased to 2 million. 
One of the remedies 
proposed was for the UK 
government to end tax 
havens. With such wonky 
statistics and bizarre 
policies, it is no surprise 
that the campaign 
disappeared without 
trace.
But what of Purton itself? 
There was a letter from 
an old villager, now 
living in New Zealand, 
encouraging us to go to 
the pub and naming his 
preference. Meanwhile, 
the Friends of St. Mary’s 
were given a talk on 
the architecture of the 
church. “Special focus 
was given to the extensive 
alterations made by the 
Victorians who, having 
installed … the pews, are 

responsible for much of 
the overall look of St. 
Mary’s as we know it 
today”. I wonder what the 
Victorians would say now.
Purton Cricket Club 
noted that it won its first 
match by 111 runs – in 
1834. No mention was 
made of results in the 
current season. To end 
with the food theme 
– the Brownie Pack 
holiday report, written 
by a young participant, 
consisted almost entirely 
of cooking, burning and 
eating food. But she did 
say that “the thing I liked 
most was being with all 
my friends”.

Prayer for Purton
This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works in: 
Hillside, Station Road, Willow Brook, Bamford Close, Shaftesbury Close, Smiths Court, 
The Sidings, Widham, Clardon, New Road, (and from Ridgeway Farm) Course Meadow 
and South View.
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01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

Heather Ponting-Bather

01793 772954
mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

01793 772954
heather@intouchpurton.co.uk

2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

Heather Ponting-Bather
BA (Hons) Graphic Design

01793 772954 heather@intouchpurton.co.uk
facebook.com/InTouchDesignAndPrint

2 College Road, Purton SN5 4AR (meetings by appointment)

Providing a professional service for small businesses, 
community groups, and individuals. from scanning old family 
photos or documents to a complete brand design, no job is 
too big or too small, and no minimum order is required.

Whatever your design and print needs, get InTouch.

M. LAWRENCE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

17 Vasterne Close, Purton
 Domestic Rewire
 Wiring for Extensions
 Electric Storage Heating
 Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting

Tel: 771084
Mobile: 07743 128222

Matthew Scott NCH
Garden & Landscape Services

Including Fencing, Decking,
Patios & Walling

Pruning,
Clearance & Turfing

Free Quotations,  All Jobs Considered
Mobile:  07909 671501
Tel/Fax:  01793 772986

RODENTS WASPS

FLIES ANTS

N.W.D.S. PEST CONTROL
Mobile: 07932 119999
Office: 01793 770807

PURTON CLUB
NON MEMBERS WELCOME

Live Sport & Music
Families Welcome

Open Hours:
Tues   7 - 12

Wed & Thurs  5 -12
Fri  3 - 12

Sat & Sun   All Day
FREE FUNCTION ROOM HIRE

For Parties, Weddings, Funerals

DISCO HIRE £75
Catering Available

Come Join Us!

01793 770316
07887724399

Foot Health Professional
Catherine Clark, BSc (Hons)

MCFHP, MAFHP
Treatment of hard skin, corns, fungal nails,
thickened and ingrown nails plus routine
toe nail cutting and filing in the comfort of

your own home
NOW AVAILABLE IN PURTON

01793 936845 / 07741 457860
or visit www.highworthfootcare.com

for more information

FRAN BREWER
Mobile Service covering the Purton Area
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KV Accountancy
Accountancy, Book-Keeping & Payroll Services

 Accounts Preparation
 Payroll
 Book-Keeping
 VAT Returns
 Self-Assessment Tax Returns
 Small Company Formation
 Business Start up
 CIS
 Flexible hours to suit your business

Initial Meeting FREE of charge

Unit F01, Manor House Enterprise Centre,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 7HH

karen@kvaccountancy.co.uk
Tel: 01793 238477

Mob: 07584 260048
www.kvaccountancy.co.uk

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw
Wootton Bassett
Wilts SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277

Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations No job too small No call out fee

 Commercial & Domestic Plumbing  Property Maintenance
 Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation  Heating Maintenance
 Paint & Decorating

Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk

PURTON WAR MEMORIAL
AND VILLAGE CENTRE

Community Hall
Recreation Ground

Small Function Room
(available October to March)

For further information and bookings:
Telephone 772646

To Advertise in this space
telephone 01793 770648

⅛ page   £100
¼ page   £200
½ page £400

other rates available on application

◆ Commercial & domestic plumbing
◆ Bathroom suites/shower installation
◆ Painting & decorating

KV Accountancy
Accountancy, Book-Keeping & Payroll Services

 Accounts Preparation
 Payroll
 Book-Keeping
 VAT Returns
 Self-Assessment Tax Returns
 Small Company Formation
 Business Start up
 CIS
 Flexible hours to suit your business

Initial Meeting FREE of charge

Unit F01, Manor House Enterprise Centre,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 7HH

karen@kvaccountancy.co.uk
Tel: 01793 238477

Mob: 07584 260048
www.kvaccountancy.co.uk

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw
Wootton Bassett
Wilts SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277

Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations No job too small No call out fee

 Commercial & Domestic Plumbing  Property Maintenance
 Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation  Heating Maintenance
 Paint & Decorating

Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk

PURTON WAR MEMORIAL
AND VILLAGE CENTRE

Community Hall
Recreation Ground

Small Function Room
(available October to March)

For further information and bookings:
Telephone 772646

To Advertise in this space
telephone 01793 770648

⅛ page   £100
¼ page   £200
½ page £400

other rates available on application

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

◆ Property maintenance
◆ Heating maintenance
◆ Oil boiler servicing & repairs

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw 
Royal Wootton Bassett
Wiltshire SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277

Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk
Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations ◆ No job too small ◆ No call out fee
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Amazing Glazing
Pure water window cleaners

 Neil Saunders
 81a Pavenhill
 Purton
 Swindon
 Tel: 07534 964231

amazing.glazing.purton@gmail.com

 
Teaching absolute beginners to 
refresher and motorway lessons
Rich Gri�in 07581 578930
rich.gri�in@btinternet.com

DRIVING
SCHOOL
DSA approved.

over 15 years experience 

Mobile: 07932 119999 
Office: 01793 770807 

Email: nwdspestcontrol17@gmail.com
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Purlieus Barn, Ewen, Cirencester GL7 

01793 232546 

Oil & Gas Boiler Replacements 
Boiler Servicing & Repair 
Underfloor Heating 
Power Flushing 

A family owned company, established for over 90 years  

enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk 
www.dwdunn.co.uk 

General Plumbing 
Replacement Radiators 
Power Flushes 
Water Softeners see 
www.gloucestershire-softeners.com 

LEWIS HAWKINS
CAR, VAN & BIKE BODYWORK 

REPAIRS
Do you have a car on finance due to be returned 
to the dealer? Are your wheels kerbed? Have you 
got dents, scrapes and scratches? Or need marks 

polished out of your paintwork?
We offer a range of vehicle repairs:

▪ Paintless dent repair ▪ Alloy wheel repairs
▪ Scratches ▪ Scuffs ▪ Dents ▪ Detailing

▪ Caliper painting ▪ Headlight restoration
Call today: 07907 485902

Find me on Facebook & Instagram
l.hvehicledamagerepairs
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Purton Club
Did you know that the Purton Working Men’s Club, now the Purton 
Club, is over 130 years old – that’s as old as Marks & Spencer’s! The 
records from the 1911 census show that the club was run by Elizabeth 
Watts aided by her daughter Edith, who was 26 at the time. Edith’s 
husband William Watts worked as a striker (metal worker), more than 
likely in the GWR works as many people from the village did
Edith was born in Wroughton in 1863 and William came from 
Thatcham and was born in 1864. They also lived with Elizabeth’s 
niece, Hilda Denniss, who was 8, and attended school, presumably 
the new National School which opened in 1861.
It was possibly formed as a club before 1911, but records are hard 
to find. I do know however that around this time there must have 
been a lot of clubs being set up because it prompted the government 
to bring in the Friendly Society Act on the1st January 1896 in order 
to keep tabs on the finances and general running of the clubs. The 
1st January was when the club was audited when it was part of the 
friendly society. It is now a private club, but still run according to the 
constitution drawn up as a further requirement of the 1861 act.
Before our technological age of TV and video games etc, clubs played 
an important part in village life. There was a football team as well 
as the other usual pub games. Day trips and social events were 
organised, such as childrens’ and pensioners’ parties. Interestingly, 
ladies were welcome at the club, although they had their own room 
to meet in and didn’t mix with the men – thank goodness times have 
changed.
There is not a lot of written history of the club, but it appears that 
Edith stayed on after her mother’s death and ran the club until she 
died sometime in the late 1930s or early 40s, because Alex Ockwell 
of Purton has told me that her mother, Betty Pell-Bitton, ran the club 
after she was bombed out of three properties in London during the 
war. Fed up with the blitz on London, she came home to Blunsdon 
and applied for the job of stewardess at the club, she left around 1966.
Alex told me that the first thing that her mother did was to remove the 
brass spittoons from the bar floor (yuk!). She also remembers being 
told that before it became the club it was known as Rose Cottage. I 
have not been able to verify this because records are a bit sketchy. 
Although times have changed, the club still survives and Matt and 
Louisa have been running it for over 20 years and it’s through their 
hard work, determination and management that it is still part of 
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Cotswold Tree Surgeons
Qualified tree care specialists.   Established in 1979

For the best in tree care
• Pruning  • Hedges  • Planting Schemes  • Care of veteran trees

• Dangerous trees removed  • Advice and surveys  • Maintenance contracts
• Domestic tree work  • All our wood chip is recycled

Tel Keith Mills 01793 771742     www.cotswoldtreesurgeons.co.uk

WHO can you trust to fix your washing machine quickly?

D&M SERVICES
Established 1975

 42 years experience
 Small family business
 Same day - next day service
 Free telephone quotations
 All work guaranteed

DIY Parts Service

SWINDON 01793 613079
121 Upham Road, Old Walcot, Swindon SN3 1DP

Repairs & Servicing to all
leading makes of
Washing Machines &
Tumble Driers including
Hoover, Hotpoint

Full range of Hotpoint/Bosch washing
machines at Superstore Prices.

Free delivery, installation &
removal of old machine.

Call Now to compare our Prices

No VAT

• Cirencester  • T
etbury

• Faringdon  • Swindon

• Purton  • Cricklade

• Malmesbury  • Marlborough

HOTPOINT

Greg & Vicki would like to welcome you to

The Bell Inn
Purton Stoke

Serving food:
Tues - Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm

Sunday 12-3pm
Bank Holiday Mondays 12-2pm

01793 770434    www.bellinnpurtonstoke.com

8 Station Road, Purton
COMPTON WELDING   est. 1969

STEEL FABRICATIONS
GATES & RAILINGS
JULIETTE BALCONIES

WROUGHT IRONWORK
FIRE ESCAPES
SITE WELDING ETC.

TEL (01793) 770742

email: info@comptonwelding.co.uk
www.comptonwelding.co.uk
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S General Plumbing
S Boiler servicing and replacements

S Full Central heating
S Upgrades 

S System maintenance
S Power flushing

( 07810 488827
✉ darran@dsplumbingheating.co.uk
 facebook.com/ 
 DSPlumbingHeating
: www.dsplumbingheating.co.uk

CRICKLADE SCHOOL OF MOTORING
KEITH WALKER

Dept. of Transport Approved
Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction
Holder of Diploma In Advanced Instruction
(Class 1 - Gold)
Learner and Advanced Tuition
Purton and surrounding areas
Theory Test Training

EST 1977

TEL: 751368
and 709883

Over 2,000 passes

www.crickladeschoolofmotoring.co.uk

ASPEN FENCING SERVICES
We produce a complete range of quality,

affordable fencing solutions, tailored to your
individual size and style requirements

Fencing • Gates • Sheds • Pergolas • Decking

Tel: (01793) 778180

THE GARAGE DOOR
SPECIALIST

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE
Office - 01793 327018
Mobile - 07884 192523

www.garagedoorspecialist.co.uk

•SPARES •REPAIRS
•SERVICE •REPLACEMENT

WE WILL BEAT ANY
WRITTEN QUOTATION

Do you need your dog walking?
If so contact me ‘Jenny Kinnett’ to discuss

what services I can offer you. They include:
Up to one hour’s dog walking per session
Variety of exciting walks
Doggie cuddles

For further information contact facebook page ‘Purton Paws’.
Phone: 01793 772394  Mobile: 07876 598569

Email: jennykinnett@gmail.com

Purton
Paws

S. A. HILES
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

From a dripping tap
to a new bathroom suite.

From a new boiler
to a central heating system.

OFFICE: 01793 680263    MOBILE: 07771 922070
EMAIL:  sahilesplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Reg. 37954
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Tel: 01793 
709883

 

Cricklade Foodbank will be open in the  

JJeennnneerr  HHaallll  
BBaatthh  RRooaadd,,  CCrriicckkllaaddee  SSNN66  66AAXX  

  

eevveerryy  FFrriiddaayy  bbeettwweeeenn    
1100..0000aamm  aanndd  1111..3300aamm  

  
HHeellpp  &&  AAddvviiccee  wwiillll  bbee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  

YYoouu  ccaann::  
CCaallll  ––  0011666666  882266998822  ((wwee  wwiillll  ccaallll  yyoouu  bbaacckk))  
EEmmaaiill  ––  ccrriicckkllaaddee@@mmaallmmeessbbuurryyddiissttrriicctt..ffooooddbbaannkk..oorrgg..uukk  
VViissiitt  tthhee  wweebbssiittee::  mmaallmmeessbbuurryyddiissttrriicctt..ffooooddbbaannkk..oorrgg..uukk  
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CRICKLADE SCHOOL OF MOTORING
KEITH WALKER

Dept. of Transport Approved
Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction
Holder of Diploma In Advanced Instruction
(Class 1 - Gold)
Learner and Advanced Tuition
Purton and surrounding areas
Theory Test Training

EST 1977

TEL: 751368
and 709883

Over 2,000 passes

www.crickladeschoolofmotoring.co.uk

ASPEN FENCING SERVICES
We produce a complete range of quality,

affordable fencing solutions, tailored to your
individual size and style requirements

Fencing • Gates • Sheds • Pergolas • Decking

Tel: (01793) 778180

THE GARAGE DOOR
SPECIALIST

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE
Office - 01793 327018
Mobile - 07884 192523

www.garagedoorspecialist.co.uk

•SPARES •REPAIRS
•SERVICE •REPLACEMENT

WE WILL BEAT ANY
WRITTEN QUOTATION

Do you need your dog walking?
If so contact me ‘Jenny Kinnett’ to discuss

what services I can offer you. They include:
Up to one hour’s dog walking per session
Variety of exciting walks
Doggie cuddles

For further information contact facebook page ‘Purton Paws’.
Phone: 01793 772394  Mobile: 07876 598569

Email: jennykinnett@gmail.com

Purton
Paws

S. A. HILES
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

From a dripping tap
to a new bathroom suite.

From a new boiler
to a central heating system.

OFFICE: 01793 680263    MOBILE: 07771 922070
EMAIL:  sahilesplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Reg. 37954
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village life. New members are always welcome and let’s hope it’s still 
there in another 100 years.
If anyone reading this has any information regarding the history or 
anecdotes of the club, I would be glad to hear them. Please contact 
me by email to: gerry.white@virgin.net
There are some interesting photos to be seen as well as a presidential 
chain of office in the Purton Museum. The presidential chain was last 
worn by Mr F.J. Woodward for his services to the club from 1948 to 
1955.

Gerry White (club Chairman)

Bradon Forest School BRADON 
FOREST 

SCHOOL

Book your free open event place now at https://tinyurl.com/ue4xeu3n

OPEN 
EVENING 

THURSDAY 
23 SEPT

2021

OPEN 
MORNINGS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
MORNINGS
9.15 - 10.30

WEEKS 
COMMENCING:
27 SEPTEMBER
4 OCTOBER 2021

A SECONDARY SCHOOL SERVING 
SWINDON AND NORTH WILTSHIRE

WWW.BRADONFOREST.WILTS.SCH.UK

We have several vacancies on the 
Governing Board of Bradon Forest 
Secondary school and would like to 
invite members of the local community 
with the right skills and interests to 
apply. Schools are complex businesses 
in their own right and over recent years, 
changes to the way schools are run 
have influenced both the day-to-day 
managerial function of headteachers 
and the more strategic role of governing 
bodies. One consequence of this is that 
governors recruited from the community 
are highly valued for their skills, 
experience and objectivity they bring to 
decision making.
Governors are lay people who have an 
interest in the role of schools in society 
and wish to make a positive contribution 
to their communities. Bradon Forest 
has recently had a successful Ofsted 
inspection with the school receiving 
a ‘Good’ rating and the governing 
body’s overriding responsibility is to 
promote continuous improvement in 

the performance of the 
school to an ‘Outstanding’ 
rating. This requires 
effective strategic management involving 
the establishment of a development 
plan, the setting of challenging but 
achievable targets and the interpretation 
of management information to 
accurately assess progress and 
determine appropriate action. Typically 
a governor’s duties will average out 
at around 12 hours of spare time per 
month.
We are looking for lay people who have 
an interest in Bradon Forest in society 
and wish to make a positive contribution 
to their communities. Governors need 
to have enquiring minds, the ability to 
contribute to debates and plans, and 
have the confidence to ask the questions 
that need to be asked. If you are 
interested, please contact Heather Large, 
Clerk to the Governors on hlarge@
bradonforest.wilts.sch.uk or 07746 
359827.
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Purton Historical Society

Saturday 1st July 2023 - Bradon 
Boundary Walk with Joe Wright
In this guided walk we will explore a 
section of the former Bradon Forest 
boundary at Cricklade, as it existed in 
the 13th century. The boundary was 
subject to many changes throughout its 
existence, brought about by the politics 
of the time. Fortunately for us, these 
changes were documented sufficiently 
enough in the form of perambulations 
allowing us to be able identify many 
of the boundary reference points. The 
walk will begin at 7 p.m. at the car park 
beside the Cricklade Rugby Club pitch, 
aiming to finish in the town itself at 
about 9 p.m. We will be walking on both 
unmade country footpaths and tarmac 
roads and paths.
Please note this is an evening walk.
Meet at Cricklade Rugby Pitch Car Park 
at 7 p.m., return by 9 p.m. (approx)

Next Regular Meeting:
Thursday 28th September, Methodist 
Church, Play Close, Purton
Everybody welcome, free for members, 
guests £3
Portraits Of Elizabeth I – A talk by 
Dr Gill White
(This replaces the talk advertised earlier)
This talk examines the portraiture 
of ‘Good Queen Bess’ and traces the 
development of an English icon, from 
tentative beginnings to the triumph 
of royal propaganda. As a young 
girl, Elizabeth was a minor cog in 
the machinery of the Tudor dynasty, 
destined to move from docile and 
obedient daughter to modest and 
submissive wife. As queen, Elizabeth 
and her ministers struggled to find a 
suitable visual image but with passing 
years her image grew in confidence until 
the realm of England became too small 
a canvas and Elizabeth triumphed as 
Queen, Empress and Goddess.

Keith Allsop, 
email: allsopk83@hotmail.com

Purton Craft Market
We are delighted to welcome you to 
Purton Craft Market!
We are hosting craft market to share the 
talent and local crafts we have in and 
around the village, with everyone. The 
markets will be held on the following 
Sundays:
• 16th July
• 15th October

We are delighted to Welcome you to Purton Craft Market!
For many years our local Village Hall has held lots of events including artisan fairs, pantomimes, 
parties, charity events, classes and much more. So, for what feels like the first time, we thought it 
would be a lovely idea to host a craft market. To share with everyone the talent and local craft we 

have in and around the village.

Thank you for your interest in booking a stall! 
Don’t forget to send us some photos of your craft to advertise.

Contact Details:
Rebecca Stevens: 07801 799116 - rebeccarose.rrs@gmail.com
Sue Richardson: 07927 964574 tonysuerichardson@gmail.com
Facebook Page: @purtoncraftmarket

How much is a table and what is provided?
Your space will cost £15 which includes a 6ft table and 1/2 chairs. Table cloths will not be supplied so 
please bring your own. If you have any special requests or requirements e.g. access to plug socket or 
extra space for stands. Please let us know in the additional requests section on the booking form. 

Event Day Details:
- Set up time from 10:15am
- Event opens 11am until 3pm
- Upon arrival see Rebecca or Sue for your allocated table number
- Unload either at the back fire exit or front entrance of the hall and aim to park your car at the back 

of the hall to allow for customer spaces

Terms and Conditions:
1. All events are organised by Rebecca Stevens and Sue Richardson
2. All events start at 11am and finish at 3pm
3. Please arrive in good time to set up your stalls (from 10:15 - 11am)
4. All stall holders must have a table cloth with a well presented stall and clear pricing
5. If you are using an extension lead, it must be PAT tested before using the hall sockets
6. Do not pack up your stall before closing time
7. Your booking will be confirmed by email as soon as your form and payment are received
8. We have a Public Liability Insurance policy so all stall holders are covered
9. Cancellation of your place over one month before the date of an event will be subject to a fee of 50% of 

your table fee for each date cancelled
10. Cancellation of your place less than one calendar month before the date of an event, for any reason, will 

forfeit the total table fee paid. Any cancellations must be made by contacting the event organisers as soon 
as possible

11. If the event has been cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances, we will refund your booking fee in full
12. Bookings are not transferrable to other people or alternative dates
13. It is your responsibility to trade legally and safely at all times

By sending us your booking form means you accept all of the above terms and conditions provided by 
Rebecca and Sue, Purton Craft Market.

If you have any questions, please contact us.

• 17th December
If you’d like to 
book a stall please 
contact:
Sue Richardson: 
01793 772581 
tonysuerichardson@gmail.com 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/
purtoncraftmarket
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Purton Village Diary - July 2023
1 Sa  Canada Day
  7.30pm Purton Historical Society Bradon Boundary walk
2 Su 8.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am United Service at Purton Methodist Church
3 M  Wimbledon fortnight begins
  7.30pm Wootton Bassett Amateur Gardening Club meet at RWB Memorial 

Hall for a talk from Abigail Ballinger entitled ‘Somerset - a county 
of glorious gardens’

4 Tu  American Independence Day
9 Su 10.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
10 M 10.00am Purton WI meet at Silver Threads hall for a talk from Jenny Barnes 

about Purton’s shops in the 1960s
  7.00pm Purton Parish Council full meeting at the Village Hall
11 Tu 10.00am Purton & District Probus club meet at Hook Village Hall
12 W 2.30pm Welcome to All Club at Purton Methodist Church
14 F  Bastille Day
  7.30pm The Spotlight Choir perform at Purton Methodist Church
15 Sa  St Swithun’s Day
16 Su 8.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Church for all at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
17 M 1.00pm St Mary’s Fellowship lunch at The Bolingbroke Hotel
20 Th  The FIFA Women’s World Cup 2023 begins and continues until 

20th August, hosted by Australia and New Zealand. 
23 Su 10.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
25 Tu 10.00am Purton & District Probus club meet at Hook Village Hall
30 Su 10.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church

DISCLAIMER
Contributions to Purton Magazine are welcome for consideration, the contributor’s name 
and address must be supplied (but may be withheld on request). Copyright must be agreed 
for publication in this magazine - especially those recognisable in photographs. Opinions 
expressed in the Magazine are solely those of the respective contributors. Contributions are 
to be written concisely and we reserve the right to edit contributions and advertisements. 
Submissions received after the copy deadline will only be included at the editors’ discretion 
and if space allows. Articles and information relating to the Parish of Purton and relevant to 
its residents, will be given priority. Advertising is accepted in good faith and does not imply 
the Magazine’s endorsement of the product or service.
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Every week
 M 6.30pm to 7.30pm Purton Village Voices choir practice at the Red House
   function room (term time)
 Tu 9.00am  to 11am Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
  2.00pm to 7.00pm Purton Library open
 W 10.ooam to 12 noon Coffee and Chat at Pips Community Cafe, Silver 

Threads Hall.
  7.00pm  to 8.30pm Purton Youth Club for school years 7+ at The 

Millennium Hall
 Th 1.30pm to 2.30pm (during term time) Tai Chi at the Millennium Hall
  3.15pm to 4.15pm (during term time) IMPACT after school club at Pips 

Community Cafe. Games, snacks and Bible exploration. Parents 
need to stay but need not get involved.

 F 2.00pm to 4.30pm Purton Library open
  3.30pm to 5.00pm Weekly group for Ukrainian families and their hosts at 

Royal Wootton Bassett Library
 Sa  10.00am  to 12.30pm Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-end of Oct)

Every month
2nd Monday Purton WI meet at 10am at the Silver Threads Hall
3rd Monday  St Mary’s Fellowship of Women at Purton Methodist Church
3rd Monday  Royal British Legion meet at the Red House 
2nd & 4th Tuesday 10.00am Purton Probus meet at Hook Village Hall.
2nd Wednesday  (except Aug) 2.30pm Welcome to All Club at Purton Methodist 

Church
3rd Wednesday  2-4pm Purton Charity Knitting group meet at Pips Community Cafe
   10.30am-Noon Parkinson’s UK Cricklade Cafe at the Cricklade Club
4th Thursday  (September to May) Purton Historical Society meet at 7.30pm in
   Play Close Methodist Church.

The Purton Village Diary is now kept at Pips Community Cafe, add your events and 
check what’s happening in our village.
If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages, contact 
Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton, Tel: 772954 or 
email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

Purton Profferings

• We have a Maclaren Major pushchair designed specially for an older child 
who is not able to walk very far. Suitable for age 3 to 8 years, one careful user 
and in good condition. Free to the right home, but a donation to Christian Aid 
would be appreciated. Libbie 771018
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Purton Placard

Purton WI
Join us at the Silver Threads 
hall on Monday 10th July, 
10am for a talk from Jenny 
Barnes about Purton’s shops 
in the 1960s

The Spotlight Choir
led by Sharon Lloyd and Mary 
Rose perform on Friday 14th July 
at 7.30 p.m. at Purton Methodist 
Church. Tickets cost £5, including 
refreshments, and can be obtained 
from Rose Stump (770564) and Sylvia 
Freemantle (770686).

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conductor: Peter Tims Organist: Simon Dinsdale

Handel Zadok the PriestParry I was Glad 
WH Harris, Elgar, Sullivan and Byrd 

 
Tickets £10 
in advance/ 

£12  
on the door 

under 18s 
free

English Choral Classics 
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Vintage Cabaret Show                                                
Purton Village Hall                                                    

Tuesday 11 July, 2 - 4pm 

 

 

'Steppin' Through Time with the Mary Lou Revue' 
Mary Lou and Slim Ditty 
will take you on a                  
musical journey,                
performing classic swing 
Jazz,  Hollywood                      
Musical and Easy                     
Listening songs from the 
1920s to the 1970s. 

This is a free event but booking is essential - please contact            
Pat Hughes on 01793 772382/07484 748737 or                                                                    

patricia.j.hughes@btinternet.com   
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FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
FROM YOUR HOME OR PLACE OF WORK

• Servicing & MoTs
• Brake, clutch & cam belt replacement

• All repairs 			New batteries
• Free fit tyres, puncture repair and exhaust centre

• For all makes of  vehicle at competitive prices
Audi, BMW, Citroen, Fiat, Ford, Kia, Honda, Hyundai, Jaguar, Landrover, Range Rover, 

Lexus, Mazda, Mercedes, MG, Mini, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Peugeot, Renault, Rover, Saab, 
Subaru, Seat, Skoda, Suzuki, Toyota, Vauxhall, Volvo, VW, all 4WD & Vans.

For further details without any obligation simply ring: 
Chris or Justyn on 01793 81488808

/2
3

t 01793 853849
e info@handwprint.co.uk

FOLDERS • LEAFLETS • DESKPADS
FLYERS • COMPLIMENT SLIPS

LETTERHEADS • LABELS • BOOKS
BUSINESS CARDS • POSTERS
ENVELOPES • BROCHURES
BOOKLETS • CALENDARS

and now...
BANNERS & ROLLER BANNERS

T-SHIRTS & MUGS COMING SOON!

WEBSHOP COMING SOON!

Open 10am-4.30pm Tue-Fri  
(last orders 4pm)

10am-1.30pm Sat (last orders 1pm)
For the latest information visit: 

facebook.com/pipscommunitycafe/ 
Join us at the Silver Threads Hall for; 

freshly prepared paninis and sandwiches, 
homemade cakes, hot and cold seasonal 

dishes, barista-style coffee and a range of hot 
and cold drinks.

email: marynettleton@hotmail.co.uk
Tel Mary: 01793 772298, 

Duty team: 07498 526872
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July Nature Correspondent

A Day’s Fishing
I thought my angling days were over, 
but a chance meeting with a keen 
member of The Piscatorial Society in 
the snow by my house in Avebury made 
me think again. It subsequently led to 
an invitation to join him for a day on a 
prime stretch of the Wiltshire Avon.
It was balmy weather when we met 
below the Society’s rod room at midday. 
We began by walking along three 
stretches of water, my friend using 
polaroid glasses to detect the fish. A few 
mayflies and sedges were spotted, an 
indication as to what artificial flies to 
use. Whilst he searched for fish “rising” 
on the surface of the water I was quietly 
noting the birds in this beautiful and 
unspoilt habitat: a pair of Little Grebes, 
a family of Grey Wagtails, Blackcaps, 
Reed, Garden and Cetti’s Warblers 
chattering in the dense vegetation and 
suddenly a flash of iridescent greenish-
blue: a Kingfisher!
The rod room, with its imposing 
committee round table and circle of 
surrounding chairs is a fisherman’s 
shrine: a selection of tied flies offered 
for sale in little boxes, various fly-fishing 
books, a log book in which to record 
your catch, a stuffed trout in a glass case 
and a portrait of Izaac Walton, author of 
“The Complete Angler.”
Now it was time to cast our lines: 
my fly was tied, a French Partridge 
Mayfly, neatly trimmed with a pair 
of snippers and sprayed with a dry 

fly dressing. Though my delivery was 
erratic and unpredictable I just about 
demonstrated the required basic level 
and was good to go. I needed to relax 
and lengthen my back flip and adopt 
more of a hammer action on the return. 
Then there was a drag on the line as it 
moved downstream, requiring a little 
flick to prevent unnatural movement. It 
was all too easy to snag your fly on the 
vegetation behind, or the flag irises and 
reed stems at the water’s edge.
Happy to have some time on his own, 
my friend landed a two-pound trout. 
The society recommends hooks without 
barbs, which means keeping the line 
taut until the fish is landed and fish 
are put back slowly and carefully, head 
upstream. Not totally outdone I hooked 
a small trout and then a grayling, slim 
and silver-grey.
I am not sure what next with my return 
to the river bank, but I left the water’s 
edge as beautiful banded demoiselles 
danced over the Avon’s clear waters in 
the golden evening light.
Robin Nelson, Commissioned by Tower & 

Town, Marlborough
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Church Floodlighting

June 7 St Mary’s was floodlit for Jane Hedges on what would 
have been her 60th birthday. Sarah Hedges and family.

July 23 St. Mary’s will be floodlit in loving memory of our dear Father and 
Husband James (Joe) Moran; a year since his passing. Dearly loved 
and missed by his four children: Julie, Chris, Anna, Rachel and his 
ever loving wife (our wonderful Mum) Julia Moran.

For July, the floodlighting bookings will start at 9.00pm and the lights will stay on 
until midnight. Details for other months will be published in the next magazine.
Contact Libbie if you would like the Church floodlit and a tribute published in the 
magazine. At least one month’s notice is needed if possible. The cost will be £20 per 
evening. Please contact Libbie for further details on 771018.

Swindon Croquet Club
Swindon Croquet Club remain unbeaten in 
The South West Level Play League after an 
exhilarating victory over Bath at Moredon 
Sports Complex.
Amazingly eight of the 20 games finished 
on the golden (deciding) hoop with a 7 - 6 
scoreline. SCC won six of these closely 
contested games which contributed massively 
to the impressive 13 - 7 overall victory. Team 
Captain, Terry Clements, commented that he was ecstatic after 
this success in his first match as captain and was proud of the 
commitment, team spirit and desire to win that the whole team 
displayed.
Photo (L-R): Colin Bailey, Colin Goodall, Simon Cooper-Tydeman, Terry 

Clements (Captain), Steve Hares, Tony Mayer

Did you know Purton Magazine is available 
in large print?

If you subscribe to Purton Magazine, you can read all 
the local news with ease in large print. 

To request a large print copy to be delivered to you 
each month, please call Sandra on 01793 770157.
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We are looking for 
volunteers to help at 

  
Purton Library 

 
 
If you enjoy meeting new people, 
and love books and reading we’d 

like to hear from you. 
 

Opening times: 
Tuesday 2:00 - 7:00pm 
Friday 2:00 - 4:30pm 

 
 
 
 

Contact Jane Hunt, 
Library Service Volunteer Coordinator 

Tel: 01225 713792 
Email: jane.hunt@wiltshire.gov.uk 

 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help at 
Purton Library

If you enjoy meeting new people and love books and reading, 
we’d like to heard from you.

Opening times:
Tuesdays 2.00pm-7.00pm
Fridays 2.00pm-4.30pm

Contact: Jane Hunt, Library Service Volunteer Co-ordinator
Tel: 01225 713792 Email: jane.hunt@wiltshire.gov.uk

7 Clive Parade, Cricklade Road, Swindon SN2 1AJ 01793 701313
56 George Lane, Marlborough SN8 4BY 01672 511550

• Large Range of Mobility Aids •
• Hire Services • Wheelchairs • 

• Stairlifts & More...

MAKE LIFE EASIER

FOOTCARE APPOINTMENTS & FREE HEARING HEALTH CHECK
www.thehearingandmobilitystore.co.uk

FREE LEVEL ACCESS PARKING AT ALL STORES

6 Devizes Road, Wroughton SN4 0RZ 01793 815083
Lansdowne, Bourton on the Water GL54 2AR 01451 810088

Shoes and Slippers

Walking
Aids

WalkingWalking
Living Aids

• WHEELCHAIRS • MOBILITY SCOOTERS
• POWERED WHEELCHAIRS
• RISER RECLINER CHAIRS
• WALKING AIDS • BATH/TOILET AIDS
• LIVING AIDS • COSYFEET
• SERVICING AND REPAIRS
• ADJUSTABLE BEDS

• Large Range of Mobility Aids •
• Hire Services • Wheelchairs • 

Rise and 
Recline 
Chairs

Adjustable 
Beds

Mobility 
Scooters

06
/2

4
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Amherst
Landscaping & Tree Surgeons
• Professional tree surgeons
• Landscaping & Grounds maintenance
• All aspects of tree work
 by Qualified Staff from Surveys, Reports,
 Felling, Pruning, Planting
• Excavations & Clearance
• Hard and soft landscaping
• Driveways & Buildings - high pressure washing
• Weed Control
• Fencing
• Digger hire with operator, 1 - 13 ton
• Demolition with waste removed
• We sell topsoil & compost per ton, delivered

Telephone - 01793 772268
Mobile - 07921 856089
Greatfield, Swindon, SN4 8EQ
Fully insured, free estimates British Association of

Landscape Industries

Email - AmherstContractors@hotmail.co.uk

www.classicwindowswiltshire.co.uk

 A family business for over 30 years

WILLS & PROBATE
ESTATE TAX PLANNING
PROPERTY LAW
DIVORCE & FAMILY
PERSONAL INJURY
COMMERCIAL LAW
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE
PRIVATE LITIGATION
DISPUTE RESOLUTION

YOUR GLOUCESTERSHIRE SOLICITORS

www.seriousinjury.expert

www.daveylaw.co.uk
01285 654875

@Davey_law

Active Movement Therapy
Stay active, move with ease, be pain free

Soft Tissue Therapy to treat aches &
pains leading to improved posture,

function, movement & wellbeing

Jenny 01793 759192 / 07896 027016
115 High Street, Cricklade

www.activemovementtherapy.co.uk 10
/2

3

12
/2

3

Appointments Mon - Fri: 9am- 6.30pm 
and Saturday: 9.30am - 12.00pm 

Royal                                 
Wootton Bassett   

01793 852458  

Scan to book your next appointment 
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Mini crossword
Here is the next in our series of mini 
crosswords that are only designed to 
be a bit of fun.   Again there are no 
prizes but the answers to June’s puzzle 
are 1D) Fathers  2A) Day  3D) Summer  
4D) Solstice  5A) Moon  6A) 
Strawberry  7D) Rose  8A) Pearl
This month there are nine clues.
• 3 across Place of worship (6)
• 4 across Sedimentary rock 

(9)
• 6 across Middle ages (8)
• 8 across Steeple (5)
• 9 across Tall structure (5)
• 1 down Registered (6)
• 2 down Construction (8)
• 5 down They may toll or 

peal (5)
• 7 down Walkways (6)
This is the next crossword 
created by Neil and Rob Miles to 
challenge readers. Answers for 
this quiz will be in the August 
issue and if any reader would 
like to create their own mini crossword 
we would be delighted to include it 
in a future issue of your magazine. 
Some of the words come from recent 
Purton Magazines and especially from 

1

2

3

4

5

6 7

8

9

the advertisements but, of course, 
dictionaries provide many more options. 
We aim for the clues to have a spread of 
difficulty to attract readers initially with 
the easier clues.

Shapes of empty boxes within an 11 x 11 
box square, perhaps as a table in Word 
or in Excel software – or simply hand 
drawn and we will do the rest – contact 
details are on page 4 and on our website 
www.purtonmagazine.co.uk

It’s easier than ever to find a local 
business and click straight through 

to its website or social media page for 
more information.

Visit www.purtonmagazine.co.ukVisit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
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 Thank you
We would like to thank everyone for 
their continued help and support of 
our mum Bernice Seviour. It has been 
7 years since our dad died, with my 
sister in America and my own health 
issues, we are lucky that she has such a 
wonderful group of amazing friends.

Love from Penni, Elena, Joey, the 
Grandchildren and all the Cornish Clan

 John Griffin
We’d like to thank everyone who sent 
cards and condolences following the 
passing of John Edward Griffin. Revd 
Judith Wells led a lovely service at North 
Wiltshire Crematorium and we were able 
to share lots of cherished memories, 
thank you Judith. We really appreciated 
everyone’s generosity in rasing £320.17 
in John’s memory for Brighter Futures.

From May and all the family

Purton Post Bag
The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where space and 
content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted for publication without 
the proper name and address of the correspondent supplied. However, these 
details may be withheld from publication if requested.

St Swithin’s Day: 15th July
If you’re on your summer holidays or 
looking forward to breaking up from 
school soon, you’re probably hoping for 
a bit of sun. But what if it rained non-
stop for 40 days?
Well, 15 July is St Swithin’s Day. It 
takes place each year, and according 
to traditional folklore, whatever the 
weather is like on St Swithin’s Day 
- whether rain or sunshine - it will 
continue for the next 40 days and 40 
nights.
But where does this legend come from 
and is there any truth to it?
What is the story of St Swithin?
The old poem goes like this...

“St Swithin’s Day, if it does rain

Full forty days, it will remain
St Swithin’s Day, if it be fair

For forty days, t’will rain no more”
Swithin was a man born in or around 
the year 800. He became Bishop of 
Winchester.
Unlike other religious figures, he asked 
not to be buried in a prominent place 
within Winchester Cathedral, but 
outside in a simple tomb “where the 
sweet rain of heaven may fall upon my 
grave”.
The legend says after his remains were 
moved inside there was a great storm 
and it rained for many weeks after.
According to the old saying, if it rains on 
St Swithin’s Day it will rain for the next 
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40 days. If St Swithin’s Day is dry, the 
next 40 days will also be dry.
No one takes the prediction literally - in 
fact, few take it seriously! - and there 
is definitely no statistical evidence to 
support the claim.
Weather experts say that since records 
began in 1861, there has never been a 
record of 40 dry or 40 wet days in a row 
following St Swithin’s Day.

Source: BBC
Pictured: Swithun at St-Swithun-upon-

Kingsgate, Winchester

Royal Swan Upping: 17th-21st July 2023
Swan Upping plays an important role 
in the conservation of the mute swan 
and involves The King’s Swan Warden 
collecting data, assessing the health 
of young cygnets and examining them 
for any injuries. Cygnets are extremely 
vulnerable at this early stage in their 
development and Swan Upping affords 
an opportunity to help both adults 
and cygnets that might otherwise go 
untreated.
The Royal Swan Uppers, who wear 
the scarlet uniform of His Majesty The 
King, travel in traditional rowing skiffs 
together with Swan Uppers from the 
Vintners’ and Dyers’ livery companies. 
Many schools are invited to meet 
the Swan Uppers on their journey 
up river. The children involved may 
have the opportunity to view cygnets 
at close quarters and ask questions 
about swans, the boats used and The 
King’s ownership of mute swans. The 
participation of school children is a 
positive element of Swan Upping and 

their enthusiasm for wildlife is always to 
be encouraged.
Swan Upping will begin on Monday 
17th July; the observation points for 
the annual census and health check of 
swans and cygnets on the River Thames 
are listed below.
Monday 17th July 2023
Sunbury Lock Cut 09.00 
Shepperton Lock 10.15
Penton Hook Lock 12.30
Romney Lock 17.30
Tuesday 18th July 2023
Eton Bridge 08.30 
Boveney Lock 09.15
Boulters Lock 12.30
Cookham Bridge 13.30
Marlow Lock 17.30
Wednesday 19th July 2023
Marlow Bridge 09.00
Hurley Lock 10.30
Hambleden Lock 12.00
Henley Town 13.15
Marsh Lock 15.30
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Purton Museum News
Music played an important part in the 
leisure activities of Purtonians in the 
late 19th century.
On 19th December 1879 ‘An Amateur 
Evening Concert’ was held in the 
National School Room. with proceeds 
devoted to the school funds. The concert 
was in two parts and was conducted 
by Mr James Hudson, the incumbent 
headmaster. Included in the programme 
were “Nancy Lee”, sung by Captain 
Wykeham-Martin and “Forgive and 
Forget”, sung by the school boys, while 
“The Flying Dutchman” was performed 
as a pianoforte duet by Mrs and Miss 
Veysey, wife and daughter of the vicar.
Three years later, in February 1882, ‘A 
Grand Evening of Entertainment’ took 
place in the hall of Purton Institute in 
aid of the pianoforte fund under the 
distinguished patronage of Messrs 
Maskelyne, J and S Sadler, Waldegrave, 
Russel, Shopland, Captain Wykeham-
Martin and Reverend Veysey. In part 

two of the concert, the audience 
were treated to “An Illustration of the 
Works of Charles Dickens, consisting 
of the famous Trial Scene – Bardwell 
vs Pickwick.” Admission for front, 
numbered and reserved seats was two 
shillings with unreserved seats at one 
shilling. All were available from Mr 
Kempster. The national anthem was 
sung bringing the evening to a close.
The original programmes for both 
concerts and photographs of Purton Old 
Band in 1897 and The Purton Bohemian 
Dance Band at the Angel Hotel c.1927 
are on display as part of the Purton at 
Leisure Exhibition.
Purton Age Concern and Purton WI will 
exhibit their memorabilia until the end 
of October.
Purton Museum is open on Saturdays 
from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 
admission is free.

Lucy Lewis, Museum Archivist

Shiplake Lock 17.00
Sonning Bridge 18.00
Thursday 20th July 2023
Sonning-on-Thames 09.00 
Caversham Lock 10.15
Mapledurham Lock 12.30
Goring Lock 17.00
Moulsford 18.00

Friday 21st July 2023
Moulsford 09.00
Benson Lock 10.00
Clifton Hampden Bridge 13.00
Culham Lock 16.15
Abingdon Bridge 17.00

Source: royalswan.co.uk

We Record…
Funeral at North Wiltshire Crematorium
31 May 2023 John Edward Griffin (88)
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After 8After 8
Once again in January we were all busy trying to bring to mind the events
of 2016 ready for Jan Walker’s “Quiz of the Year”.  As usual it reminded
us of some good things and some we would like to forget.
 This year there was a sheet for each month of the year. So with the swopping of the
sheets and calls of “I need April etc” we completed the year. Some were accused of
passing on information …but whether it was the correct information and perhaps not in
the correct order. Some things we thought were correct proved completely wrong. Who
knew or even cared that Brad Pitt had broken off a new relationship but we all got the
Bake Off question right. We’ve evidently got our priorities right.
 Jan managed to cover football, politics, TV and even the Archers. We now know
that the release of capturing the Pokémon would lead to accidents to drivers and
pedestrians’. Looking at the e-mails flying around everyone had a great evening.
Lorraine had decided that our rendition of “The twelve Days of Christmas “ last
December was below par so she taught us a new version. On the first day of Christmas
my colleagues gave to me, A nice hot cup of tea, followed by paper clips, Pritt sticks
(other glue sticks are available), ten gold stars, six annoying texts and ending with
twelve cups of coffee.
 Our thanks to Jan for organising an enjoyable evening as we recalled fond
memories of the Referendum, Eurovision and the usual fight over what qualified for a
half point.
 Our meeting in March will be “My trip down Memory Lane “ led by Jacquie at her
home on Tuesday 21st March.

EVE BOOY

Our artist-in-residence, Barbara Gosden, 
gave us a fascinating introduction to the 
subject of colour.
Colour has played an important part in 
the story of humankind, from prehistoric 
times to the present day. Colour has been 
used throughout the centuries as a way 
of distinguishing different properties or 
to relay information such as the status 
of an individual and the groups to 
which they belong, for warning signs, 
communication and to create art, both 
secular and religious.
Early artists worked with a very 
restricted palette. They were limited 
to what they could extract from the 
ground, plants or insects. Trade in 
pigments, through the agency of 
“colourmen”, was conducted across the 
known world. Not until the 19th century 
were ready-made pigments generally 
available at much reduced cost and ease 
of use.
In Antwerp in 1521 lapiz lazuli, a mineral 
from Afghanistan which was ground 
to a rough powder to produce a long-
lasting true blue pigment, cost 100 
times more than other earth pigments. 
It was transported along the Silk Road 
by camel, donkey and horse. The name 
comes from the Latin for “beyond” 
(ultra) and “sea” (mare). If patrons 
required the use of lapiz lazuli, the artist 
charged them according to the amount 
used.
In 1775 a Swedish chemist, Carl Scheele, 
discovered that a green pigment could 
be produced from copper arsenite. Green 

became very popular, for wallpaper, 
fabrics, toys, and artificial flowers. It 
took many decades to verify that the 
cause of an increase in unexplained 
deaths was due to the high arsenic 
content in the Scheele’s green pigment. 
In the 1870’s a six inch square sample 
of paper was found to contain enough 
arsenic to kill two adults.
The invention of the flexible tin paint 
tube in 1841 had a profound effect on 
the art world, for it allowed artists to 
work in any outdoor location. According 
to Renoir, without paint in tubes there 
would have been no Impressionists.
The girl-pink and boy-blue divide 
only dates from the mid 20th century. 
Pink, which is just a faded red, was 
considered more masculine than blue. 
Soldiers wore red jackets and cardinals 
were robed in red. In 1918 a trade 
publication stated that pink was “the 
more decided and stronger colour”, 
while blue was “more delicate and 
dainty.” The Virgin Mary was almost 
always depicted wearing blue.
We had little time to think about 
whether colour, as an entity in itself, 
actually exists. Light-sensitive cells, our 
rods and cones, transform these photons 
into electrical signals to our brains, 
where the visual cortex converts them 
into colour. David Hume, 18th century 
philosopher wrote “colour is merely a 
phantasm of the senses”. As “beauty is 
in the eye of the beholder,” so perhaps 
is colour.

Mary
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Purton Tennis Club

The first two weeks of July is of course Wimbledon Fortnight, when 
the top players from all around the world gather in London to play on 
the beautiful grass courts at Wimbledon. At Purton we play on hard 
courts, but, thanks to our maintenance crew, they too look good. 
We have recently had our courts next to the pavilion treated and 
repainted. They look great and are a pleasure to play on.
The summer league is in full swing. Our ladies A, our mixed A & B 
and our men’s B are all doing exceptionally well at the moment. The 
mixed B is currently top of division 3 and the Purton players are also 
top of the stats. Well done to all the teams.
News from the Juniors – Nicola Gardner writes:
The Saturday morning sessions for junior members are now well 
under way and a total of 28 children have attended. The first group 
is the larger one and the children are enthusiastically learning their 
strokes and improving week on week. In the second group, the 
emphasis is learning how to play matches, both singles and doubles.
This practice is invaluable for those who have taken part in the 
matches of the Wiltshire Youth League. To date the 16U Boys team 
has played two matches, winning one and losing one. The first 
match against Marlborough was a very close affair with all four boys 
playing in their first competitive matches for their respective clubs. 
Callum Reed and Charlie Barlow both won their singles’ matches 
before teaming up to battle through a very tense doubles match in the 
deciding match tie-break by 11 points to 9! The second match against 
Chippenham saw Charlie and Josca Sear-Watkins come up against 
more experienced players and we struggled to win a few games.
The 14U Boys have played just the one match against an extremely 
strong Ramsbury side. Ramsbury had the 12U Wiltshire Champion 
playing for them plus another boy who represents the county, so 
both Josca and Will Togher were up against it. Both boys were on the 
wrong side of the scoreline, but I am sure that they will come back 
enthusiastically for the next match against Wootton Bassett.
For more information about Purton Tennis Club, junior or adults, 
please contact Jo Adams, our membership secretary, she will be 
happy to help you:  jo.adams7@live.co.uk  

Janet Saunders (secretary) janetcsaunders@gmail.com
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Specialist in PVCU windows, doors,
patio doors, bi-folding doors

and conservatories.
White, Woodgrain, Woodgrain on white

or Coloured.

For a free quotation please call:
Jon Usher  01793 770596
Email: jonschanges@btInternet.com
Over 25 years experience
10 College Road, Purton, Swindon SN5 4AR

Changes
Jon’s

B. J. BROAD
Your Local Watch and Clockmaker

ESTABLISHED 1960
9 Vasterne Close,  Purton

Tel: 01793 771667
Watch and Clock Sales and Repairs

Battery Fitting
Free collection and delivery service

Call us today on: 01793 232546 or email: enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk
web: dwdunn.co.uk

Radiators/towel rails

Power-flushing

Upgrades

General Plumbing

Cookers & Fires

AGA/Rayburn

Gas, LPG and Oil boilers

Air-conditioning

Air-source Heat pumps

Bathrooms & Showers
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Cotswold Tree Surgeons
Qualified tree care specialists.   Established in 1979

For the best in tree care
• Pruning  • Hedges  • Planting Schemes  • Care of veteran trees

• Dangerous trees removed  • Advice and surveys  • Maintenance contracts
• Domestic tree work  • All our wood chip is recycled

Tel Keith Mills 01793 771742     www.cotswoldtreesurgeons.co.uk

WHO can you trust to fix your washing machine quickly?

D&M SERVICES
Established 1975

 42 years experience
 Small family business
 Same day - next day service
 Free telephone quotations
 All work guaranteed

DIY Parts Service

SWINDON 01793 613079
121 Upham Road, Old Walcot, Swindon SN3 1DP

Repairs & Servicing to all
leading makes of
Washing Machines &
Tumble Driers including
Hoover, Hotpoint

Full range of Hotpoint/Bosch washing
machines at Superstore Prices.

Free delivery, installation &
removal of old machine.

Call Now to compare our Prices

No VAT

• Cirencester  • T
etbury

• Faringdon  • Swindon

• Purton  • Cricklade

• Malmesbury  • Marlborough

HOTPOINT

Greg & Vicki would like to welcome you to

The Bell Inn
Purton Stoke

Serving food:
Tues - Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm

Sunday 12-3pm
Bank Holiday Mondays 12-2pm

01793 770434    www.bellinnpurtonstoke.com

8 Station Road, Purton
COMPTON WELDING   est. 1969

STEEL FABRICATIONS
GATES & RAILINGS
JULIETTE BALCONIES

WROUGHT IRONWORK
FIRE ESCAPES
SITE WELDING ETC.

TEL (01793) 770742

email: info@comptonwelding.co.uk
www.comptonwelding.co.uk
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LOGS by SOUTHERN FORESTRY
Seasoned logs for open fires and wood burning stoves.

Supplied loose, in nets and dumpy bags.
1 cu m £120

1½ cu m £180
2 cu m £240

Call Keith Mills
01793 771742

 
Broad Town, Wootton Bassett and Dauntsey 

Tel: 07946 895104  
Repair, service and sales : All makes and models 

Cylinder, rotary and ride on mowers : Strimmers 
Hedge cutters : Chain saws : Rotovators : Leaf blowers 
Petrol disc cutters : Tool repairs : Blade sharpening etc. 

 

Prompt efficient service : Collection and Delivery service available 
Email: info@goldboroughgardenmachinery.com 

www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com 
or find us on Facebook 
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Broad Town, 
Royal Wootton Bassett

Tel: 01793 547027 
Mobile: 07946 895104

www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com

Repairs, service and sales. 
Cylinder, rotary and ride-on mowers, 

Strimmers, Hedge cutters, Chain 
saws, Rotovators, Leaf blowers, Petrol 

disc cutters, Tool repairs - handle 
replacements and Blade sharpening etc.

Suppliers of quality new and 
used garden machinery. 

Showroom now open.
Prompt, efficient service. Collection 

and delivery service available
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&PC Doctor Dan
115 High Street, Cricklade

Tel: 01793 759192   Mob: 07890 377517

Home & Business Computing

Free pick-up and drop-off service
Purchasing advice, setup and installation
Secure wireless and home networking
Share files, photos, music and printers
Virus and spyware detection and removal
Training to meet your specific needs
Hardware/ software repairs and upgrades
Improve PC performance and reliability
Create backups to protect key information
Consultancy and managed service options

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

1 cu. m £85 / 1½ cu. m £120
2 cu. m £150

David Hodges
Plumbing and Heating

Oil Boiler Installation, Commissioning, Servicing
Bathrooms, En-suites, Radiators, Towel Rails
 Taps, Ball Valves, Loft Tanks, Kitchen Sinks
Outside Taps, Hot Water Cylinders & More

Please call for a free estimate
or advice

07747 672102
email:  david-hodges@live.co.uk

Established 1999
_______________________________________________________

Curtains  -  Pelmets  -  Blinds
Cushions  -  Accessories  -  Covers

Fabrics  -  Trimmings  -  Linings
Poles  -  Rails  -  Tracks

Telephone, Swindon
772172

Flowers for all
occasions

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL

Available for Hire

For further information and bookings

TELEPHONE  772646

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk

www.boothandson.com

Purton & District Probus Club

At our first May meeting on Tuesday the 9th, one of our own 
members, John Clark, gave an illustrated talk entitled “Life in the Fast 
Lane”. Our speaker has in the past addressed us with “Building the 
Pyramids”, “Metal Detectors” and “The French Trench Cleaners of 
World War One”.
It all started in Manchester with Soap Box Racing where, encouraged 
by his dad, he built one or two successful models, but suffering a 
crash, now carries a scar on his top lip. His enthusiasm for motor 
racing at this time was also stimulated by regular sessions with “The 
Chequered Flag” organisation, essentially a Go-Kart racing club, 
but whose members were also keen to convert standard and vintage 
models to racing cars.
Academic learning for John was eclipsed by his passion for racing 
and engines. Hence, while at Technical College, his spare time was 
given to converting a cheap and rusting Austin 7A into a racing 
model with a skeletal wooden framework, a low profile body and 
a supercharged engine, now 12 h.p. (was 7 h.p.). After some local 
success with the Austin, the next conversion of a souped-up BMW 
Series 3, took John’s team to the European Touring Car Championship 
Rally in Belgium. An off-road car rebuilt at this time was a racing 
model Mark 18Z.
As a career move, John was recruited into the Army Engineers to work 
on the Tank Developments. His qualifications gave him an NCO’s 
rank of full Corporal. The members of this regiment were technocrats 
rather than soldiers. The Chieftain Tank was a great improvement on 
the earlier Centurion. As the ‘sporting element’ of his service, John 
succeeded in creating an early version of the British Army Motoring 
Association. Here he joined up with Robert Cooper, an officer in the 

News from Purton Methodist Church
A reminder that the concert given by 
The Spotlight Choir led by Sharon 
Lloyd and Mary Rose takes place this 
month on Friday 14th July at 7.30 p.m. at 

Purton Methodist Church. Tickets cost 
£5, including refreshments, and can be 
obtained from Rose Stump (770564) and 
Sylvia Freemantle (770686).
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&PC Doctor Dan
115 High Street, Cricklade

Tel: 01793 759192   Mob: 07890 377517

Home & Business Computing

Free pick-up and drop-off service
Purchasing advice, setup and installation
Secure wireless and home networking
Share files, photos, music and printers
Virus and spyware detection and removal
Training to meet your specific needs
Hardware/ software repairs and upgrades
Improve PC performance and reliability
Create backups to protect key information
Consultancy and managed service options

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

1 cu. m £85 / 1½ cu. m £120
2 cu. m £150

David Hodges
Plumbing and Heating

Oil Boiler Installation, Commissioning, Servicing
Bathrooms, En-suites, Radiators, Towel Rails
 Taps, Ball Valves, Loft Tanks, Kitchen Sinks
Outside Taps, Hot Water Cylinders & More

Please call for a free estimate
or advice

07747 672102
email:  david-hodges@live.co.uk

Established 1999
_______________________________________________________

Curtains  -  Pelmets  -  Blinds
Cushions  -  Accessories  -  Covers

Fabrics  -  Trimmings  -  Linings
Poles  -  Rails  -  Tracks
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3030

dkhaines68@gmail.comdkhaines68@gmail.com

eventsteam@peartreepurton.co.uk

We are actively seeking to recruit locally for 

a number of vacant positions for our restaurant, 

kitchens and accommodation. If you are interested 

in joining our team then please get in touch, 

we would love to hear from you.

JOIN OUR TEAM

P U R T O N ’ S  U N I Q U E  H O T E L , 
S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  A N D  W E D D I N G  V E N U E

© Stu Jotham Photography05
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Telephone, Swindon
772172

Flowers for all
occasions

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL

Available for Hire

For further information and bookings

TELEPHONE  772646

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk

www.boothandson.com12
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Royal Prince Albert Hussars, a cavalry regiment, but a man who had 
similar interests in racing cars and competitions as himself. As the 
B.A.M.A., they competed in the London to Mexico Rally in an Aston 
Martin V8, finishing well up. Other rallies and races followed.
After nine years in the Wessex Yeomanry, with considerable success 
in racing competitions, John had what he refers to as his lucky break. 
Robert, whose father owned the Gypsy Lane Metal Yard, indicated 
that he would like to enlarge his interest in racing cars and offered 
John an appointment as manager of his stable of cars. John seized this 
opportunity to rebuild some of the better cars; Masseratis, Ferraris, 
etc.
In the late 60s and early 70s, John and his company had surely 
arrived in the fast lane. This was the time that Colin Chapman, 
famous in the racing field, had stated: “More Power = faster on 
the straight. Less weight = faster everywhere”. Lighter cars were 
more expensive to build. Magnesium wheels, a third lighter than 
aluminium alloy were more costly and aerodynamics played a part in 
stability at speed, which also added cost.
However John’s company continued to build cars and compete 
worldwide, rubbing shoulders with the likes of Stirling Moss (Aston 
Martin DBR1 at Le Mans), Graham Hill (Lotus 15, Le Mans) and Jim 
Clark (Lotus 23B, 1978). In 1972, John with a large team of engineers, 
worked on three BMW cars to compete in the German Touring Car 
Championship in Munich.
Our Speaker said that they even rebuilt one of Jack Brabham’s 
renowned cars and that at home he has a treasured photograph of 
himself driving an open top Tourer at 167 miles per hour, the picture 
taken from the foot-well of the passenger seat. Those were exciting 
times and the talk conjured up great memories.
Dr Gill White was invited to speak at the Purton Probus for the 
second time within a year and members and guests were treated to 
an excellent presentation on the subject of the Portraits of Queen 
Elizabeth I.
Gill studied History at Warwick University and in her early career was 
employed at Hardwick Hall, which is an architecturally significant 
country house from the Elizabethan era. Dr White later completed 
her PhD based on what she leant at Hardwick. She has subsequently 
been a lecturer at the University of Leicester and at higher education 
institutions in Oxfordshire as well as doing lecture tours.
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Gill began her talk by pointing out the difference between the 
likeness and realism of portrayals of modern monarchs compared 
to the symbolism prevalent in Elizabethan times; what Gill referred 
to as ‘Elizabethan spin-doctoring’! What this basically means is that 
each portrait contains a series of hidden messages. The first example 
of this is Holbein’s painting of Henry VIII, which is crafted to create a 
hierarchy with Henry in the centre symbolising him very much as the 
‘King’. To his side is the future king Edward, who is the future male 
heir. Also in the painting is Jane Seymour, although already dead, as 
she has ‘done her job’ of producing this male heir. In dutiful poses to 
the left and right are the two daughters – Mary Tudor and Elizabeth. 
Neither was meant to be a queen but intended for the role of ‘wife’ in 
a foreign country, thus fulfilling a diplomatic role.
The next portrait we were shown was of Elizabeth at age 13 on the 
edge of adulthood and marriageable in the near future. She is dressed 
in red – the colour of royalty and power, in a bedroom symbolising 
a ‘a closed, domestic, safe setting’. Her jewellery is symbolic of royal 
wealth, i.e. pearls and diamonds set in gold with the diamonds set 
in a cross rather than a crucifix, which is symbolic of a ‘reformed’ 
religion. In the portrait, Elizabeth is holding a book and she is 
surrounded by more books to demonstrate her education and value 
as a future wife.
The Coronation Portrait of 1559, when Elizabeth ascended to 
the throne, symbolises monarchy and is not an accurate visual 
representation. Here the young queen is wrapped in a cloth of gold 
and holding a sceptre representing majesty, power and victory. 
A later portrait – the ‘Hampden’ – is a full length painting meant 
to symbolise a royal ‘bride’ although, of course, Elizabeth never 
married. In fact, the Queen nearly died of smallpox shortly before 
this portrait was completed and the subsequent pock marks left by 
the disease are disguised by  white paste. This was repeated in any 
portrait completed after Elizabeth’s 39th birthday and is referred to as 
“the mask of youth”.
Probus members were shown a succession of further portraits such 
as the “Allegory of the Tudor Succession” (1572) where Elizabeth 
is portrayed as representing peace as opposed to Mary Tudor and 
Phillip II of Spain, who both represent war in the painting. Perhaps 
one of the most interesting later portraits is the “Armada” painting 
of 1588. Here in the background behind the Queen are two scenes 
from this famous sea battle. On one side, the English fleet is painted 
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Avebury Vocal Ensemble Concert
The United Kingdom has a unique and rich choral tradition dating 
back many centuries. That includes lots of choral societies and 
chamber ensembles which indulge in the singing for pleasure of 
music both sacred and secular – we in AVE (Avebury Vocal Ensemble) 
are proud to continue that tradition well into the 21st Century.
Our next concert is at 6.00 p.m. in St. Mary the Virgin church, 
Ashbury on Sunday 2nd July and includes four works by William Byrd 
(two secular and two sacred) who died 400 years ago this year.
While music continued to be written in the intervening years by the 
likes of Handel, Purcell and Wesley, we include three works by the 
lesser-known composer William Harris who died 50 years ago. Other 
songs in the programme were written by some better-known English 
composers such as Charles Stanford (Te Deum), Hubert Parry (I was 
Glad), Arthur Sullivan (The Long Day Closes) and Edward Elgar. 
Elgar’s composition is a choral arrangement of Nimrod from his 
famous Enigma Variations set to the Latin text ‘Lux Aeterna’ while the 
choir makes no apology for giving another airing to Handel’s Zadok 
The Priest despite – perhaps because of – the recent coronation 
service.

in bright colours as opposed to the Spanish fleet portrayed in virtual 
darkness. In the portrait, the queen’s hand rests on a representation 
of the Americas indicating that they are hers. In contrast, in the 
“Rainbow” portrait (1600-03), the rainbow symbolises peace and 
interestingly there is no sun in the painting because Elizabeth herself 
is the representation of the sun – the bringer of peace. Finally, we 
were shown the painting of Elizabeth completed after her death, 
aged 69. In this painting, she is depicted as ‘old and weary’ of her 
responsibilities; during her lifetime no artist would have dared to 
portray the monarch in such a pose.
Dr Gill White is particularly popular at Purton Probus meetings 
because of the gusto and expertise that she displays, making her talks 
meaningful yet entertaining, no matter what one’s normal reaction to 
history and historical paintings might be.
Purton and District PROBUS Club meet every second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m. in Hook Village Hall. Visitors and 
new members are very welcome.

John Slaght
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 ROUTINE & COSMETIC
DENTISTRY

 CONVENTIONAL & INVISIBLE
BRACES

 SMILE MAKEOVERS
 DENTURE WORK
 EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

AVAILABLE
Nigel Masters BDS DPDS

1 Church Street, Purton, Swindon, SN5 4DS
Tel: 01793 770532

csdental@btInternet.com
www.csdental.co.uk

A PERSONAL, FRIENDLY &
CARING SERVICE
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01249 890794/07305 411004

We welcome submissions for publication in the next edition of Purton 
Magazine from the local community and from readers further afield. Copy 
deadline is the 10th of each month. Please email mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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o Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service
(eg landlord inspection reports).

o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered
by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.

o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.
o Home Automation Systems - Turn on your lights

or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –

Save up to 10% of your electricity bill
o Telecommunications and Data Networks.

Tel: (01793) 771167
Mobile: 07795 832087

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk
Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural
and Equine Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998
www.themaharajah.co.uk

Email: khalique@themaharajah.co.uk

6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire SN5 4AA

Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

Tel: 01793 771 720
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Est 1916

BLACKWELLS

01793 6110601793 6110600
38 CHENEY MANOR ROAD, SWINDON SN2 2NS38 CHENEY MANOR ROAD, SWINDON SN2 2NS

WWW.BLACKWELLSOFSWINDON.COMWWW.BLACKWELLSOFSWINDON.COM

Independent Funeral 
Directors

24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
Interest free pre-payment funeral plans.

Our Family Will Care For 
Your Family

BLACKWELLS
OF CRICKLADE

Est 1916

01793 75022501793 750225
THAMES HOUSE, THAMES LANE, CRICKLADE, THAMES HOUSE, THAMES LANE, CRICKLADE, 

WILTSHIRE SN6 6BHWILTSHIRE SN6 6BH
WWW.BLACKWELLSOFCRICKLADE.COMWWW.BLACKWELLSOFCRICKLADE.COM

www.uptownyoga.co.uk

Tel: 07597 990223

PURTON VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY CLASS

 9am Mixed ability class
 10.15am Beginner’s Yoga

WEDNESDAY CLASS
 6.30pm Mixed ability class
 7.45pm Beginner’s Yoga

HIDEAWAY 
LYDIARD MILLICENT

MONDAY & WEDNESDAY
 11.30am Beginner’s Yoga

FRIDAY
 11.00am Yoga Class10
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Free quotations given without obligation
Tree lopping or felling • Fruit trees pruned 

• Hedge cutting • Garden clearance 
• Landscaping •All types of fences and 

gates erected • Prompt professional service 
with over 25 years experience • Registered 

waste carrier • Public liability insured 
• Driveways, paths and patios cleaned.

Tel: 01793 238854
Mob: 07767 385836

Email: oaksview@email.com
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Stay safe in your home




