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• Smarthome Solution Design 
and Implementation

• Multi-room audio, CCTV and 
alarm systems

• Car charging points 
(OLEV Grant approved)

• Domestic, commercial, equestrian 
and agricultural electrical contractors 
and engineers

• Landlord inspection, testing and 
certification service

• Part P approved with 6 year 
warranty on domestic work

Tel: 01793 771167 Mobile: 07795 832087
www.butcherselectrical.co.uk09
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chartered accountants, business advisers and more…

www.morrisowen.com

Chartered accountants 
Business advisers 
Chartered tax advisers 
Independent nancial advisers

Find out what makes  
Morris Owen more  
than just accountants

Contact Jenna Wheeler on 

01793 603900 or email 

jenna.wheeler@morrisowen.com

Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity of  
non-contentious probate in England and Wales by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales.   

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered with the Chartered Institute of Taxation  
as a rm of chartered tax advisers.

MOadvert 61 x191_3[2021].qxp_Layout 1  03/09/2021  1
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Purton Contacts
Wiltshire Councillor Jacqui Lay 770704
Doctor Purton Surgery 770207
Dental Surgery Church Street 770532
Junior Church Mary Hodges 770505
Library Librarians 770870
(Tuesdays 2.00-7.00pm Fridays 2.00-4.30pm)
Museum Marion Hobbs 770185
Police/Fire/Ambulance Emergencies 999
Police Non-emergency 101
Scottish & Southern Electric 24hr network failure line 0800 727282
Thames Water Report leaks, blockages, 

pollution, supply issues etc
thameswater.co.uk/help/
report-a-problem

Age Concern Minibus Hazel Woodbridge 770862
Purton Parish Council Deborah Lawrence 771066
Purton Silver Threads Lindsey Hall 771890
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery Purton Vets 771869
Pips Community Café Duty volunteers 07498 526872
(Tuesday-Friday 9am-4.30pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm) 
www.facebook.com/purtoncommunitycafe/
Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School Secretary 770570
Pear Drops at Playclose Sarah Grigg 950159
Pear Drops Pre-School 
(formerly Under 5s’)

Sarah Grigg 978536

St Mary’s Primary School Office 770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk 
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian 
Tweedie-Smith

email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk 
Tel: 770077 (773031 emergencies only)

Curate: Revd Judith Wells email: judithwells36@googlemail.com Tel: 770627
Warden Sandra Horsnall: 770157
Administrator: Rosie Harris administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages in the 
centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister: 
Revd Shirlyn Toppin

Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw, Royal Wootton Bassett 
SN4 8LT

Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett 
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Priest: Revd Father 
Lucas Rodrigues

Tel: 852366

Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon, Tues, Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest: 
Father Michael Robertson

Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church

Services: Holy Days 7.00pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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January 2023 
Volume 45 No.1 

1st Published 1975

38
Went by coach on a 

Christmas shopping trip 
to Clarks Village, Street, 

see page 22

60+
Links to information and 

support for the cost of 
living increases. 

See page 11

80+
Residents helped by 

WWCE to reduce bills and 
keep warm this winter. 

See page 16

From the Editors

The cold hand of winter settled silently 
over our village recently leaving an 
attractive coating of snow everywhere. 
Doubtless, ponds and lakes could have 
become frozen, tempting children to test 
and play on the ice but we learn of the 
young fatalities when trying the same 
in Solihull – and so sadly just before 
Christmas.
In the last few weeks, children in Purton 
have benefitted from the Uniform 
Recycling Outlet that was launched in 
the Village Hall. Some 40 children are 
now able to give a second life to good 
quality pre-loved uniforms that had 
been cleaned and pressed for the event. 
There were also some coats as well as 
books, toys and toiletries available – all 
at no cost. It has been estimated that 
recycling over 100 items has saved 
around £3,000 since the project began – 
see page 9.
Views of villagers under 30 years of age 
are being sought by the Parish Council. 
Readers will see that three surveys 
conducted earlier in 2022 received a 
good response but with very few from 
younger residents. To make sure that the 
opinions of all age ranges are recorded, 
younger villagers are encouraged 
to complete the short surveys listed 
on page 16 where QR codes make 
responding so much easier.

A new development that most will 
notice is the coming introduction of 
some Speed Indicator Devices. Those 
will be used alongside Metro Counts 
which document numbers, volumes 
and vehicle types. Over the last 12 
months Metro Counts have recorded 
traffic volumes in excess of 40,000 per 
week in the village with perhaps 14,000 
exceeding the speed limit – more details 
are on page 6.
While Christmas is said to be a time for 
children, in Purton it’s always a good 
time for grown ups as well. Ideas to keep 
warm this winter – especially in this 
cold period – have already helped over 
80 residents to reduce their bills and 
stay warm with pop-up energy sessions 
in the village with further details on 
page 16.
Then, with new diaries to hand, the list 
of subjects and speakers for the new 
term of the Purton Historical Society are 
on page 36 and do look very interesting 
– non members are always welcome as 
well.  
As the old year draws to a close after 
three Prime Ministers and the passing of 
Queen Elizabeth II, we wish each reader, 
distributor and advertiser a very happy, 
healthy and successful New Year.
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Purton Parish Council News

Purton Parish Council makes £16k 
SID Investment to slow speeding 
cars
Purton Parish Council has invested over 
£16k in Speed Indicator Devices (SIDS) 
as part of its commitment to cut cars 
speeding through our village.
For the unfamiliar, SIDS highlight to 
drivers that they have exceeded the 
speed limit, in hope they are then able 
to abide by it from that point on.
Used as part of a significant community 
response to concerns raised regarding 
speeding and safety on the village’s 
roads, the SIDS are now being used in 
the battle to fight speeding drivers and 
are used alongside Metro Counts which 
document numbers, volumes and types 
of vehicles and Community Speedwatch, 
which gathers Speed Camera data.
Placed in four key areas of the village 
over the last year, Purton’s Metro 
Counts have both reinforced the need to 
continue to use and to fund measures 
such as SIDs to motivate reckless 
drivers to reduce their speed but have 
also helped to reduce the level of local 
concern about numbers of speeding 
drivers.
Recorded over the last 12 months, 
Purton’s Metro Counts have documented 
the following traffic volumes of around 
41,000 on the High Street a week and 
44,000 a week through Station Road 
– with about a third in each of these 
two locations exceeding the Prescribed 
Speed Limit (PSL).
This data has therefore shown that 

whilst a minority are 
exceeding the speed limit 
and will be prompted to slow down by 
the SIDs, around two thirds of vehicles 
are travelling within it in Station 
Road and High Street and over 90% in 
Pavenhill.
The implication of this is that although 
residents are greatly concerned about 
the speed of traffic, the number 
exceeding the speed limit is reassuringly 
lower than they may perceive.
Kevin Law, the Leader for Purton 
Community Speedwatch, said:
“Purton can be a great place to live, it’s 
reasonably safe and does not have many 
accidents.
The visuals of the flashing signs and 
the volunteers in high vis jackets with 
a speed gun works for the everyday 
law-abiding citizen but unfortunately 
in life there are always the odd few that 
whatever you do will flout the law.
SIDs, Metro Counts and Community 
Speedwatch all allow us to evidence the 
speed that cars travel at and the number 
that exceed the speed limit.
Regardless though – the message for the 
minority remains the same, they must 
slow down.”
Purton Speedwatch is a small group 
of volunteers who are looking to cover 
more areas of Purton. Volunteers 
interested in supporting Community 
Speedwatch in Purton should contact 
Kevin Law by email at: kevin.law@
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Neil Farr
Plumbing & Heating

• Bathroom/kitchen refits,
• Central heating systems.

Tel: 01793 526207
Mob: 077 99 59 57 01

Free quotations/estimates.
Emergency callouts.

Quality Builders
MARK MANNING

Garden walls • patios • drives
• pointing • plastering • roofing

• new chimneys built and repaired
• extensions • loft conversions

Alterations & free advice.
Tel 07980 309877

manningmarka@sky.com

Delicious Delights
Catering for weddings,
parties and corporate groups.
Served from our door to your table

Katherine Young

Also available:
Wedding, Celebration & Birthday Cakes

t: 01793 770486
e:cyoung65@btInternet.com

TV & VIDEO REPAIRS

  I n  H o m e  E s t i m a t e s
  I n  H o u s e  R e p a i r
 A l l  r e p a i r s  g u a r a n t e e d

Tel:
01793
812738TV Tuning & Set Ups

GOGGLEBOX
TV & VIDEO

REPAIR
SERVICE

Do you need Finance & Admin Support?
Business growing and don't have the time or experience?

We are qualified accountants with over 20 years’ experience in industry.
Providing day to day tasks such as invoicing, data entry & bank reconciliations
to budgeting & forecasting.  Regular weekly or monthly support to one-off tasks
or projects. Contact us today to find out how we can support your business.

Contact Sadie Williams 07914835772
or e-mail: sadie@harwoodandpartners.co.uk

greenmanngardens@gmail.com

Green Mann Garden
Services

For all aspects of Garden Care,
Maintenance and Renovation.

Contact Toby
(RHS, City & Guilds qualified)

01793 778069 / 07972 250878
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Quarry Farm,
The Hyde, Purton,

Swindon,
SN5 4EA

Web: dorasdairy.co.uk
Email: dairymaid@dorasdairy.co.uk

Tel: 07453 348560

Dora’s  Dairy

Raw and pasteurised milk
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Telephone, Swindon

772172
Flowers for all

occasions

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL

Available for Hire

For further information and bookings

TELEPHONE  772646

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk

www.boothandson.com
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M. LAWRENCE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

17 Vasterne Close, Purton
 Domestic Rewire
 Wiring for Extensions
 Electric Storage Heating
 Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting

Tel: 771084
Mobile: 07743 128222

Matthew Scott NCH
Garden & Landscape Services

Including Fencing, Decking,
Patios & Walling

Pruning,
Clearance & Turfing

Free Quotations,  All Jobs Considered
Mobile:  07909 671501
Tel/Fax:  01793 772986

RODENTS WASPS

FLIES ANTS

N.W.D.S. PEST CONTROL
Mobile: 07932 119999
Office: 01793 770807

PURTON CLUB
NON MEMBERS WELCOME

Live Sport & Music
Families Welcome

Open Hours:
Tues   7 - 12

Wed & Thurs  5 -12
Fri  3 - 12

Sat & Sun   All Day
FREE FUNCTION ROOM HIRE

For Parties, Weddings, Funerals

DISCO HIRE £75
Catering Available

Come Join Us!

01793 770316
07887724399

Foot Health Professional
Catherine Clark, BSc (Hons)

MCFHP, MAFHP
Treatment of hard skin, corns, fungal nails,
thickened and ingrown nails plus routine
toe nail cutting and filing in the comfort of

your own home
NOW AVAILABLE IN PURTON

01793 936845 / 07741 457860
or visit www.highworthfootcare.com

for more information

FRAN BREWER
Mobile Service covering the Purton Area
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Chimney
MechanicsLtd

Chimney sweeping, 
Pots, cowls & bird-guards, 
Repointing & stack repairs, 
Stoves, liners & fireplaces 
Wood-burner installation

HETAS registered

01793 771782

12 High Street, Purton
Swindon SN5 4AA
Tel 01793 771022

www.purtondentalpractice.co.uk

Full Range of Dental Care
Including Crowns, Bridges, Veneers

White Fillings & Tooth Whitening

Braces for Adults and Children
         Including

Prevention & Hygienist

Friendly Relaxed Atmosphere

Philip Cooke BDS Gina Cooke RDH

March 4th.  Race Night
March 11th.  AutobBand(Live)

March 25th. Biominal (Live) Inc.
80s Fancy Dress party

Smart Comfortable Surroundings
with Good Beer and Good Company.

So why not join?
Quiz Nights: every Sunday 8pm

Open all day Saturdays and Sundays
Phone 07493 317709
Outside bench seating.

www.redhouseclubpurton.co.uk
... including forthcoming events

Red House Club

Wessex Construction
Extensions,  Renovations

Kitchens,  Bathrooms
Replacement Doors & Windows

Member of the NHBC

Tel:  01793 772402
Mob:  07767684347

CLIFFORDS
BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions
Kitchens & Bathrooms

All Property Maintenance

Paul (01793) 770168
or 07841 650034
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1989

Woodburner Installation
Stoves, liners & fireplaces fitted

Pots, cowls & birdguards
Chimney sweeping

Stack repairs
HETAS registered

01793 771782

 ✰ General 
Groundwork

 ✰ Brickwork
 ✰ Conservatory 
foundations & walls

 ✰ Block paved 
driveways & patios

 ✰ Shed or garage bases
 ✰ Shingle drives 
& patios

 ✰ Trees felled & 
ground clearance

 ✰ Fencing & hedging
 ✰ Logs for sale

Contact Luke on 07766 953975 seven days a week
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Neil Farr
Plumbing & Heating

• Bathroom/kitchen refits,
• Central heating systems.

Tel: 01793 526207
Mob: 077 99 59 57 01

Free quotations/estimates.
Emergency callouts.

Quality Builders
MARK MANNING

Garden walls • patios • drives
• pointing • plastering • roofing

• new chimneys built and repaired
• extensions • loft conversions

Alterations & free advice.
Tel 07980 309877

manningmarka@sky.com

Delicious Delights
Catering for weddings,
parties and corporate groups.
Served from our door to your table

Katherine Young
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Wedding, Celebration & Birthday Cakes

t: 01793 770486
e:cyoung65@btInternet.com
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Do you need Finance & Admin Support?
Business growing and don't have the time or experience?

We are qualified accountants with over 20 years’ experience in industry.
Providing day to day tasks such as invoicing, data entry & bank reconciliations
to budgeting & forecasting.  Regular weekly or monthly support to one-off tasks
or projects. Contact us today to find out how we can support your business.

Contact Sadie Williams 07914835772
or e-mail: sadie@harwoodandpartners.co.uk

greenmanngardens@gmail.com

Green Mann Garden
Services

For all aspects of Garden Care,
Maintenance and Renovation.

Contact Toby
(RHS, City & Guilds qualified)

01793 778069 / 07972 250878

Kaileigh & Guy Tasker welcome you to 

The Bell Inn, Purton Stoke
Serving award-winning homemade food & drink

Tues-Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm, Sundays 12-4pm.  
Bookings are advised. Tel: 01793 770434 

www.bellinnpurtonstoke.co.uk info@thebellpurtonstoke.co.uk
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Guaranteed
Position
do not move

Guaranteed
Position
do not move

Guaranteed
Position
do not move

o Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service
(eg landlord inspection reports).

o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered
by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.

o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.
o Home Automation Systems - Turn on your lights

or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –

Save up to 10% of your electricity bill
o Telecommunications and Data Networks.

Tel: (01793) 771167
Mobile: 07795 832087

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk
Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural
and Equine Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998
www.themaharajah.co.uk

Email: khalique@themaharajah.co.uk

6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire SN5 4AA

Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

ROYAL GEORGE

27 Pavenhill, Purton  Tel: 01793 978 180
email: info@royalgeorgepurton.co.uk

Food:
Mon - Sat     12 - 3pm
             and 6 - 9pm

Sundays  3 - 5pm  bookings only

Pub Quiz:  Every Sunday at 7.30pm
Bottle Draw every Monday - 9.30pm
Poker Night every Tuesday - 8.30pm

Peter Newson Ltd
Tel: (01793) 534303

electrical contractors
103 Broad Street, Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 2DT

www.peternewsonltd.com

pp nn

PROFESSIONAL CARPET,
UPHOLSTERY & OVEN CLEANING

Carpets • Suites • Rugs • Ovens
Stainguard • Odour & Insecticide Treatments

Independent Family Business
For a free quotation phone Phil Thomas

01793 771441 or 07966 100437
email  CarpetechCleaning@gmail.com

Floral Designs for all Occasions

Accountants and Tax Consultants
Partners: Paul Monk & Martin Butler
 Accounts Preparation
 Sole Trader & Partnerships
 Limited Companies
 Payroll Administration
 Book-keeping / VAT Returns
 Self Assessment Tax Returns
 Incorporation
 Sage Accountants Club Member
 Registered User Clearly Business®

Telephone: (01793) 642577
Fax: (01793) 487738

www.ekinsonline.co.uk

1 Cricklade Court,  SWINDON, Wiltshire, SN1 3EY

Flexible Hours to Suit YOU
Initial Meeting FREE of charge

*
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Official Festive Launch of the 
Uniform Recycling Outlet

On Saturday the 3rd of December at 10 
a.m., the Uniform Recycling Outlet held 
its official opening, with special guest 
Father Christmas to cut the ribbon!
Around 40 children, with parents and 
grandparents, attended to give a second 
life to clean, quality, pre-loved uniforms, 
books, toys, coats, and toiletries 
available to them at no cost.
With the economic squeeze on families 
from inflation, utility bills, increased 
food costs and the seasonal expense of 
Christmas, the community project has 
been given a warm welcome.
At the launch, over 100 items of uniform, 
plus clothing, toys, and toiletries were 
given away, taking the total saving to 
local families to around £3,000 since the 
project began.
Father Christmas cut the ribbon to 
formally open the shop and each of the 
children were presented with a gift bag.

Cllr Sue Relfe said:
“A big thank you needs to go out to 
Charlotte Young and Jacqueline Littler 
for all their hard work in setting up the 
project and to Purton Parish Council for 
allowing us to use the village hall rooms 
free of charge and for funding the cost of 
the rails and a steamer.”
Skate Park Shelter New Anti-Climb 
Paint – Now In Place
To ensure the 
safety of everyone 
at the Village 
Centre Skate Park, 
visitors will be 
prevented from 
climbing on the 
skate park shelter 
roof, with new 
measures now put 
in place.
These changes will include new black 
anti-climbing paint on the roof of the 
shelter as well as warning signs to 
prevent climbing on the structure once 
the paint is in place, especially as the 
paint will stain clothes.
Purton Parish Council would like to 
ask everyone in Purton to share this 
important safety message with any 
skate park users that they know and 
to highlight that this change has been 
made in early December for everyone’s 
safety.
Christmas Lights Switch On
On Saturday 3rd of December, 250 
residents attended the first ever Purton 
Christmas Lights Switch On Event at the 
Village Centre. Warmed by hot drinks 
and food, the crowd was treated to an 
evening of festive entertainment.
Proceedings were opened by the Chair 
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of the Council, Cllr Ray Thomas, and 
following a countdown, the lights on the 
30ft Christmas Tree at the Purton Red 
House were switched on.
Giving the festive feel, entertainment 
commenced with a performance by 
the Peartree Pealers, ringing some 
well-loved Christmas Carols on their 
handbells.
Led by MD Sally Westwood, The 
Lyneham Military Wives then began with 
everyone singing carols and bringing in 
the festive cheer, with a fun interactive 
version of The Twelve Days of Christmas!  
Bringing festivities to a festive finish, the 
Lockdown Brass Band played a selection 
of carols and music, before everyone 
returned inside to warm up.
Cllr Ray Thomas, Chair of Purton Parish 
Council said:
“Purton Parish Council and all its 
volunteer councillors are passionate 
about our beautiful, historic village and 
our wonderful community. We wanted 
to bring everyone together to launch the 
festivities this Christmas and have all 
enjoyed a wonderful festive evening.”

New Notice Boards
To keep everyone across the parish up 
to date with all matters and events from 
Purton Parish Council, two new notice 
boards have been installed at Moulden 
View and Ridgeway Farm. Do peek on 
a regular basis, to keep up with local 
information and events.
Annual Volunteer Recognition 
Awards 2023 
Volunteers in our village give many 
hours of their time to improve the lives 
of all of us, without pay or recognition. 
Without them, many local events, clubs 
and services simply would not exist. 
Each year the Parish Council offers you 
a chance to recognise these community 
stalwarts, who do so much for our local 
community. This takes place via the 
Purton Parish Council Annual Volunteer 
Recognition Award Scheme.
To nominate your local hero, you simply 
need to obtain, complete and return 
a copy of the entry form to the Parish 
Council Office. Nomination Forms can 
be collected from the Parish Council 
Office, downloaded from our website or, 
if needed, posted to you.
The form is available on our website at:
www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/news/
whats-on
Councillors will consider all entries, 
following which award recipients will 
be invited to attend the Annual Parish 
Meeting on Monday April 3rd at 7.30 
p.m., when awards will be presented.
Each winner who accepts an award 
will be welcomed to the Annual 
Parish Meeting at the Village Hall with 
their families, to receive their awards 
and enjoy some light celebratory 
refreshments.
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Your hero can be of any age. They may 
be new to a project, have set up a project 
or have been giving their time, energy 
and commitments to a well-established 
organisation for many years. You’ll 
simply need to let us know who they are, 
which organisation they volunteer with 
and a few words about what makes their 
contribution so special. The closing date 
for entries is January 31st, 2023.
Council meetings 2023
Meetings will be held at the Village Hall 
from 7pm as follows:
• Monday 9th January - 

Full Council Meeting
• Monday 30th January - 

Purton Institute and Village Hall 
Charity Meeting

• Monday 30th January - 
Charity Finance Meeting

Agendas are posted on our notice 
boards (Purton Village Hall and 
Pavenhill Shops) and our website www.
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Purton Youth Club
Purton Parish Council continues to 
support and fully fund the running of 
our very own Youth Club. All Purton 
resident young people in Year 7 and 
above are welcome. It’s free to come 
along and refreshments, activities and 
support are all available. The club is 
open Thursdays at the Millennium Hall 
between 7.00 p.m.  and 8.30 p.m.
Please keep up to date by following us 
on Instagram: @the_rise_trust_youth 
If you’re not on social media and need to 
check details of the Youth Club, please 
email Sue Hughes: susan.hughes@
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Find out more and keep up to date at:
• Call - 07715681950
• Email - danielleb@therisetrust.org .  
• Follow on Instagram - @ the_rise_

trust_youth
• Follow on Facebook - @

TheRISETrustYouthTeam 
• Check our notice boards – we’ll soon 

have our own space on the boards 
so do take a peek!

Cost of living help
To help everyone with the cost-of-living 
changes, we’ve created a page of more 
than 60 links to further information and 
support. This includes information from 
Wiltshire Council on debt advice, utility 
bill support links, sources of help and 
information from banks and building 
societies as well as some information on 
free local resources.
You can find this page at the following 
address:
www.
purtonparishcouncil.
gov.uk/community-
awards/cost-of-living-
support
Take a look and if 
you need further 
information, do feel free to come to the 
Parish Council Office to chat to us.
Purton Parish Council Offices are open 
Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
if you would like to chat about further 
support options.
Donations to your community
The Parish Council Finance & General 
Purposes Committee reviews funding for 
local community groups.

Please keep up to date by following us on Instagram: @the_rise_trust_youth   

If you’re not online and need to check details of the Youth Club, please email Sue Hughes: 
susan.hughes@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Find out more and keep up to date at: 
• Call - 07715681950  
• Email - danielleb@therisetrust.org .   
• Follow on Instagram - @ the_rise_trust_youth 
• Follow on Facebook - @TheRISETrustYouthTeam   
• Check our notice boards – we’ll soon have our own space on the boards so do take 

a peek! 
 
Cost of living help 
 
To help everyone with the cost-of-living changes, we’ve created a page of more than 60 links 
to further information and support. This includes information from: Wiltshire Council on debt 
advice; utility bill support links; sources of help and information from banks and building 
societies; as well as some information on Free local resources. 
 
You can find this page at the below web page link or by following the QR code: 
 
https://www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/community-awards/cost-of-living-support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take a look and if you need further information, do feel free to come to the Parish Council 
Office to chat to us.  
 
Purton Parish Council Offices are open Monday to Thursday 9am-5pm and Fridays 9am-4pm 
if you would like to chat about further support options. 
 
 
Donations to your community  
The Parish Council Finance & General Purposes Committee reviews funding for local 
community groups.  
 
Perhaps your group, club or society may need funding. If so, you may like to contact our 
Parish Clerk, Debbie Lawrence to learn more on 01793 771066.  
 
You’ll be able to discuss any potential projects, and criteria in more detail, so please do not 
hesitate to call to access help and advice. 
 
You may also wish to note that, our next round of donations is to be held in February 2023 
for which applications must be submitted by the 23rd of February. 
 
Litter picking in the community 
The Parish Council holds 24 litter pickers and a selection of high viz if anyone in the 
community wishes to borrow to litter pick their area. We cannot provide recycling/waste 
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Perhaps your group, club or society 
may need funding. If so, you may like 
to contact our Parish Clerk, Debbie 
Lawrence, on 01793 771066 to learn 
more.
You’ll be able to discuss any potential 
projects and criteria in more detail, so 
please do not hesitate to call to access 
help and advice.
You may also wish to note that our 
next round of donations is to be held in 
February 2023, for which applications 
must be submitted by the 23rd of 
February.
Litter picking in the community
The Parish Council has 24 litter pickers 
and a selection of high viz clothing if 
anyone in the community wishes to 
borrow them to pick up litter in their 
area. We cannot provide recycling/waste 
collection options therefore any litter 
collected will need to be taken to the 
recycling centre by those collecting it.
Please contact the offices should you 
wish to use these items by either:
• Calling us on: 01793 771066
• Emailing us at: deborah.lawrence@

purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Planning Applications
The Parish Council reviews planning 
applications on the second Monday of 
each month. Purton Parish Council is a 
consultee only, and the final decisions 
are made by the planning authority, 
which is Wiltshire Council. Details of 
applications are posted on our website 
should you wish to view and on 
Wiltshire Council’s portal, the link for 
which can also be found on our website. 
Applications to be considered at our 
meetings will be listen on our agenda, 
which can be found on our notice boards 

and our website at:
www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
services/planning-highways
Permission Granted Applications – 
the next Granted Permissions will be 
published on our website. Applications 
received, granted and refused at the 
date of submission for this edition of the 
Purton Magazine, are as follows:
New applications – December 2022
• PL/2022/07509 – 22 Station Road, 

Purton, SN5 4EN. Retrospective 
application for garden store to 
side elevation. At the Full Council 
meeting held on 14th November 
2022, Purton Parish Council raised 
No Objection to the retrospective 
application for garden store to side 
elevation, providing it remains as a 
garden store and is not used for any 
other purpose.

• PL/2022/07748 – 15 Hoggs Lane, 
Purton, SN5 4HQ. Demolition 
of existing proposed two storey 
side/rear extension and detached 
garage with home office over. At 
the Full Council meeting held on 
14th November 2022, Purton Parish 
Council raised No Objection to the 
demolition of existing extension 
proposed two storey side/rear 
extension and detached garage with 
home office over.

• PL/2022/07967 – 103 Pavenhill, 
Purton, SN5 4DB. First floor front 
extension, amendment to previous 
approval PL/2022/03167 and two 
single garages. At the Full Council 
meeting held on 14th November 
2022, Purton Parish Council raise No 
Objection to the first floor extension, 
amendment to previous approval 
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Tootsie Care
Jane Reynolds MCFHP MAFHP

Registered Member of the
British Association of Foot Health Professionals

All your foot care needs
Corns, Callous, Nail Infections, Verrucae,

Ingrowing Toe Nails, Nail Cutting,
Cracked Heels and Foot Massage

Home Visits & Vouchers Available
Call Jane: 07903 210760 / 01793 330948

Call for all enquiries & Free Quotes
07792 917 924

DC Carpentry
All carpentry work undertaken

• Doors, windows & locks
• Household Repairs   • Skirting & Architrave

  • Internal Doors & Staircases
• Fascia, Soffit, Guttering & Cladding

  • Gates, Sheds, Pergolas, Decking and Fencing
  • Laminate Flooring & Wooden Flooring

  • General Maintenance & Building

Improve posture, flexibility, mobility and
strength with this unique exercise programme.

PURTON - Silver Threads Hall,
Thursdays 6.30pm & 7.45pm

Classes also held in Cricklade, Siddington, Cirencester.

Classes must be booked in advance as
numbers are limited.

Please contact Shauna Wheeldon on
01793 752353

or Email:  shauna.wheeldon@gmail.com

PILATES

170 Victoria Road, Swindon
Tel: 522797

and at:
252 Whitworth Road, Swindon

Tel: 522145
www.hillierfuneralservice.co.uk

24 Hour Personal Service

Casa Colina
Costa Blanca

A well-equipped detached villa
3 double bedrooms (sleeps 6)

Lovely communal pool
Beautiful beaches nearby

First class golf courses
Airports Alicante & Murcia ½ hr

£400 per week
Contact Caroline: 07799 217995

www.colinaholidayrentals.co.uk

WALL2WALL
D  e  c  o  r  a  t  i  n  g

L I M I T E D
Complete professional

interior/exterior decorating specialists

01793 435141
www.wall2walldecorating.co.uk

Wiltshire Business Awards
Finalists 2008 & 2009 Business Runner Up

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KEVIN WEST
Telephone: 01793 772552

Mobile: 07731 547995

11
/2

3

£450

170 Victoria Road, Swindon Tel: 522797
7 Lechlade Road, Highworth Tel: 764337

252 Whitworth Road, Swindon Tel: 522145

Do you have any land 
which may be suitable 

for development; 
gardens, old yards, 
fields or paddocks?

Ring 07770 760219 or Email: 
gsbricklaying@outlook.com

LAND WANTEDLAND WANTED

03
/2

3

Lovely communal pool, beautiful beaches 
nearby and first class golf courses. 
Airports at Alicante & Murcia ½ hr. 

£450 per week
Contact Caroline: Tel 07799 217995

email: carolinehill41@gmail.com
www.colinaholidayrentals

WOOTTON BASSETT 
SERVICE STATION LTD

91-93 High Street, 
Royal Wootton Bassett, SN4 7HA

Tel: 01793 852083
07774 651270 in emergencies

SELF DRIVE ■ HIRE REPAIRS
CAR/COMMERCIAL SALES

24hr RECOVERY
MOTs ■ SERVICING

We can collect & deliver your 
vehicle. Courtesy car available.
www.woottonbassettservicestation.co.uk

OPEN Mon-Fri: 8.00am-5.15pm, Sat: 8.00am-12.00pm, Sun: Closed04
/2

3

Located in the Silver Threads Hall Located in the Silver Threads Hall 
entrance lobbyentrance lobby

Open: Open: 
Tuesday to FridayTuesday to Friday  

10am-4.30pm10am-4.30pm
SaturdaySaturday

10am-1.30pm10am-1.30pm 
The fridge and pantry are open to anyone and 
everyone, we are NOT a food bank. Our one 
request is that you only take what you will use, 
saving food from going to landfill and sharing it 
amongst the community. 
Email:Email:  purtoncommunityfridge@gmail.compurtoncommunityfridge@gmail.com
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PL/2022/03167 and two single 
garages.

• PL/2022/07482 – 27 Waite Meads 
Close, Purton, SN5 4ET. Proposed 
two storey side extension and 
single storey rear extension. At 
the Full Council meeting held on 
14th November 2022, Purton Parish 
Council raised No Objection to the 
proposed two storey side extension 
and single storey rear extension.

• PL/2022/08052 – Manor Hill Farm, 
Purton, SN5 4EG. Certificate of 
lawfulness to confirm established 
commercial use of office, stores 
and workshop spaces. At the Full 
Council meeting held on 14th 
November 2022, Purton Parish 
Council objects to the certificate of 
lawfulness to confirm established 
commercial use of office, stores and 
workshop spaces for the following 
reasons: The area is not suitable 
for HGV traffic, being between 
two limits of 7.5 ton maximum 
and on a narrow country road. 
The applicant states the usage has 
been established over a period of 
ten years therefore it has a rite to 
apply for this certificate. Whilst it 
is true that Manor Electrics have 
been in residence for over ten years, 
the other proposed companies 
have not and can be deemed 
as new businesses. This area is 
not suitable for an expansion of 
industrial use and should not be 
considered for further expansion. 
A recent application, concerning 
a scaffolding company was 
refused permission and limits of 
diversification should be imposed.

Permission Granted – September 
2022
• PL/2022/03235 – The Pear Tree, 

Purton, SN5 4ED. Flat Roofed Infill 
to Internal Courtyard, Flat Roofed 
Storeroom Extension and Acoustic 
Wall. Approve with Conditions.

• PL/2022/06599 – 3 Long Acre, 
Purton, SN5 4BQ. Fell three Beech 
trees (T1, T2 and T4)

• Approve with Conditions.
• PL/2022/06342 – 21 Hoggs Lane, 

Purton, SN5 4BU. Proposed solar 
panels to front and back roof. 
Approve with conditions

• PL/2022/06904 – 8 Glevum Close, 
Purton, SN5 4HA. Proposed two 
storey side extension and single 
storey rear extension. Approve with 
conditions.

Councillor Vacancies
The Parish Council currently has the 
option to co-opt three Councillors.  If 
you are interested in this community 
role and can provide valuable time and 
resources to support our community, 
please use the link below to our website 
and complete the forms or contact the 
offices directly for information to be sent 
in the post. The Clerk is also available 
for an informal chat prior to completion 
of your application.
www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/data-
transparency-sub/policies-procedures
Safety inspections and memorials in 
council cemetery/churchyards
Following our testing in January 2019, 
headstones which were staked due to 
failure will now be sunk to safeguard all 
users of our cemetery, as no contact has 
been made by family members to repair.
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The last grave spaces to be sunk are: 
S16 Young and S19 Unitt. This may 
have been completed by the time of this 
magazine’s publication.
If anyone wishes to speak to the Council 
about this, please do so by calling us on 
01793 771066 or emailing lesley.miles@
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cemetery Christmas Wreaths
Every year we remove Christmas related 
items from graves and dispose of them 
from 9th February. If you wish to keep 
any items that have been placed at a 
graveside, please remove them before 
this date.
Hall hire, charity buildings
The Parish Council manages two 
community hire facilities, the Village 
Hall, and Millennium Hall, for more 
information please contact us:
• Email - lesley.miles@

purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
• Call - 01793 771066
Purton Parish Council would like to 
thank everyone for their patience and 
considerate use of the car park whilst 
refurbishing work was carried out and 
parking spaces were restricted. The 
Village Hall will be closed from 5th 
of December for refurbishment of the 
inside of the windows.
Keep up to date
Further Council details and community 
information are available as follows:
• Call – 01793 771066
• Email – deborah.lawrence@

purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
• Notice Boards – all council meetings 

and community notices are placed 
on these boards

• Attend council meetings – all 
meetings are public access, held in 
the Village Hall and are advertised 
in the Purton Magazine.

• Visit – www.purtonparishcouncil.
gov.uk

• Sign up for regular updates at –
www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
contact/contact-us

• Follow us on Facebook – 
purtonparishcouncil

• Visit our offices - Monday to 
Thursday 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. and 
Fridays 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

• Follow us on Twitter – @PurtonPC
• Hard copies of council meeting 

minutes are also available at the 
library, which is open on Tuesdays 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Views of Under 30s Wanted
Earlier this year we ran three surveys 
regarding local planning, life in the 
village and our charities, and we were 
pleased with the response.
A review of those completing the survey 
has however shown that few under the 
age of 30 have taken part.
With this in mind, we’d like to encourage 
young people to complete our quick 
online surveys to make sure that we 
capture their views.
If you are or know anyone under 30 
living in the village, please ask them to 
use the camera on their smartphone to 
photograph these QR codes to take them 
to our surveys and complete them, so 
that their voice is heard.
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Neighbourhood Plan Survey

Charities Survey

Living in Purton Survey

 
Purton Parish Council would like to thank everyone for their patience and considerate use of 
the car park, whilst refurbishing work was carried out and parking spaces are restricted, to 
keep everyone safe. 
 
Further, that the hall will be closed from 5th of December when the hall will be closed for 
refurbishment of the inside of the windows. 
 
 
Keep up to date 
Further Council details and community information are available as follows: 

• Call – 01793 771066 
• Email – deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk   
• Notice Boards – all council meetings and community notices are placed 

on these boards 
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• Visit – www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
• Sign up for regular updates at –

https://www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/contact/contact-us 
• Follow us on Facebook – @purtonparishcouncil 
• Visit our offices - Monday to Thursday 9.00am to 5.00pm and Fridays 

9.00am to 4.00pm. 
• Follow us on Twitter – @PurtonPC 
• Hard copies of council meeting minutes are also available at the 

library, which is open Tuesdays 2pm-7pm. 
 

Views of Under 30s Wanted 

Earlier this year we ran three surveys regarding local planning, life in the village and our 
charities, and we were pleased at the response. 

Review of those completing the survey has however shown that few under the age of 30 have 
taken part. 

With this in mind, we’d like to encourage young people to complete our quick online surveys 
to make sure that we capture their views. 

If you are or know anyone under 30 living in the village, please ask them to use the camera 
on their smart phone to photograph the below QR codes to take them to our surveys and 
complete them, so that their voice is heard. 

Neighbourhood Plan Survey  Charities Survey  Living in Purton 
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If you are or know anyone under 30 living in the village, please ask them to use the camera 
on their smart phone to photograph the below QR codes to take them to our surveys and 
complete them, so that their voice is heard. 

Neighbourhood Plan Survey  Charities Survey  Living in Purton 
Survey 

 

  

 

 Purton United 
Charities

Energy advice cafes 
helping keep Purton 
residents warmer this 
winter

The distribution of funds will take place 
on Saturday 4th February 2023 at Purton 
Silver Threads Hall from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Qualifications to receive the Charity are:
• One payment per household.
• Applicants aged 65 or over on the 

payment date.
• Applicants resident in the parish for 

a minimum of one full year on the 
payment date.

If you are unable to attend, you may 
apply in writing by no later than 3rd 
February 2023 to: Neil Miles, 5 College 
Road, Purton, or to any other Trustee.

Since kicking off in November, Wiltshire 
Wildlife Community Energy’s Keeping 
Warm This Winter pop-up energy 
sessions have helped over 80 local 
residents understand how they can 
reduce their energy bills and stay warm 
as the temperature plummets.   
Jessica Thimbleby from WWCE has been 
working closely with local community 
organisations including Pips Community 
Café, Lunch Clubs and Purton Library 
to run the sessions. She said, “It’s 
been great to share tips and advice 
and to answer some of the questions 
people have about heating their homes 
and saving energy. I’ve had lots of 
conversations about things you can do 
to increase energy efficiency at home 
– one of the simplest ways is to reduce 
draughts – but another recurring theme 
has been how to reduce damp and 
condensation and deal with the risk of 
mould as we all try to have the heating 
on less.”
Jessica added, “We’ve had a hugely 
positive response to our pop-up events 
– the practical displays showing ways 
to avoid wasting energy have gone 
down particularly well. We’re incredibly 
grateful to all the organisations who 
have hosted our energy cafes and helped 
us to reach more people, giving them 
a safe and welcoming space to find out 
more and ask questions. It’s a worrying 
time for many, particularly now that it’s 
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01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

Heather Ponting-Bather

01793 772954
mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

01793 772954
heather@intouchpurton.co.uk

2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

Heather Ponting-Bather
BA (Hons) Graphic Design

01793 772954 heather@intouchpurton.co.uk
facebook.com/InTouchDesignAndPrint

2 College Road, Purton SN5 4AR (meetings by appointment)

Providing a professional service for small businesses, 
community groups, and individuals. from scanning old family 
photos or documents to a complete brand design, no job is 
too big or too small, and no minimum order is required.

Whatever your design and print needs, get InTouch.

Proud to support Purton FC 
during the 2022/23 season. 

Come on you Reds!

M. LAWRENCE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

17 Vasterne Close, Purton
 Domestic Rewire
 Wiring for Extensions
 Electric Storage Heating
 Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting

Tel: 771084
Mobile: 07743 128222

Matthew Scott NCH
Garden & Landscape Services

Including Fencing, Decking,
Patios & Walling

Pruning,
Clearance & Turfing

Free Quotations,  All Jobs Considered
Mobile:  07909 671501
Tel/Fax:  01793 772986

RODENTS WASPS

FLIES ANTS

N.W.D.S. PEST CONTROL
Mobile: 07932 119999
Office: 01793 770807

PURTON CLUB
NON MEMBERS WELCOME

Live Sport & Music
Families Welcome

Open Hours:
Tues   7 - 12

Wed & Thurs  5 -12
Fri  3 - 12

Sat & Sun   All Day
FREE FUNCTION ROOM HIRE

For Parties, Weddings, Funerals

DISCO HIRE £75
Catering Available

Come Join Us!

01793 770316
07887724399

Foot Health Professional
Catherine Clark, BSc (Hons)

MCFHP, MAFHP
Treatment of hard skin, corns, fungal nails,
thickened and ingrown nails plus routine
toe nail cutting and filing in the comfort of

your own home
NOW AVAILABLE IN PURTON

01793 936845 / 07741 457860
or visit www.highworthfootcare.com

for more information

FRAN BREWER
Mobile Service covering the Purton Area
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KV Accountancy
Accountancy, Book-Keeping & Payroll Services

 Accounts Preparation
 Payroll
 Book-Keeping
 VAT Returns
 Self-Assessment Tax Returns
 Small Company Formation
 Business Start up
 CIS
 Flexible hours to suit your business

Initial Meeting FREE of charge

Unit F01, Manor House Enterprise Centre,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 7HH

karen@kvaccountancy.co.uk
Tel: 01793 238477

Mob: 07584 260048
www.kvaccountancy.co.uk

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw
Wootton Bassett
Wilts SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277

Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations No job too small No call out fee

 Commercial & Domestic Plumbing  Property Maintenance
 Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation  Heating Maintenance
 Paint & Decorating

Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk

PURTON WAR MEMORIAL
AND VILLAGE CENTRE

Community Hall
Recreation Ground

Small Function Room
(available October to March)

For further information and bookings:
Telephone 772646

To Advertise in this space
telephone 01793 770648

⅛ page   £100
¼ page   £200
½ page £400

other rates available on application

◆ Commercial & domestic plumbing
◆ Bathroom suites/shower installation
◆ Painting & decorating

KV Accountancy
Accountancy, Book-Keeping & Payroll Services

 Accounts Preparation
 Payroll
 Book-Keeping
 VAT Returns
 Self-Assessment Tax Returns
 Small Company Formation
 Business Start up
 CIS
 Flexible hours to suit your business

Initial Meeting FREE of charge

Unit F01, Manor House Enterprise Centre,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 7HH

karen@kvaccountancy.co.uk
Tel: 01793 238477

Mob: 07584 260048
www.kvaccountancy.co.uk

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw
Wootton Bassett
Wilts SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277

Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations No job too small No call out fee

 Commercial & Domestic Plumbing  Property Maintenance
 Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation  Heating Maintenance
 Paint & Decorating

Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk

PURTON WAR MEMORIAL
AND VILLAGE CENTRE

Community Hall
Recreation Ground

Small Function Room
(available October to March)

For further information and bookings:
Telephone 772646

To Advertise in this space
telephone 01793 770648

⅛ page   £100
¼ page   £200
½ page £400

other rates available on application

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

◆ Property maintenance
◆ Heating maintenance
◆ Oil boiler servicing & repairs

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw 
Royal Wootton Bassett
Wiltshire SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277

Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk
Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations ◆ No job too small ◆ No call out fee
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Amazing Glazing
Pure water window cleaners

 Neil Saunders
 81a Pavenhill
 Purton
 Swindon
 Tel: 07534 964231

amazing.glazing.purton@gmail.com

 
Teaching absolute beginners to 
refresher and motorway lessons
Rich Gri�in 07581 578930
rich.gri�in@btinternet.com

DRIVING
SCHOOL
DSA approved.

over 15 years experience 
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Purlieus Barn, Ewen, Cirencester GL7 

01793 232546 

Oil & Gas Boiler Replacements 
Boiler Servicing & Repair 
Underfloor Heating 
Power Flushing 

A family owned company, established for over 90 years  

enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk 
www.dwdunn.co.uk 

General Plumbing 
Replacement Radiators 
Power Flushes 
Water Softeners see 
www.gloucestershire-softeners.com 

07757 302591
tomlukebeeby@aol.com

TOM BEEBY
LOCAL, RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE

● Garden maintenance ● Hedge trimming
● Felling small trees ● Mowing ● Pruning

Qualified
tree

surgeon
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LEWIS HAWKINS
CAR, VAN & BIKE BODYWORK 

REPAIRS
Do you have a car on finance due to be returned 
to the dealer? Are your wheels kerbed? Have you 
got dents, scrapes and scratches? Or need marks 

polished out of your paintwork?
We offer a range of vehicle repairs:

▪ Paintless dent repair ▪ Alloy wheel repairs
▪ Scratches ▪ Scuffs ▪ Dents ▪ Detailing

▪ Caliper painting ▪ Headlight restoration
Call today: 07907 485902

Find me on Facebook & Instagram
l.hvehicledamagerepairs
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getting colder, but help is out there”. 
Jessica is planning more pop-up energy 
cafes in the new year. If your group 
would like to host one, please get in 
touch at jessicat@wiltshirewildlife.org 
or call 07568 231015.
Julian Barlow, Chair of WWCE said, 
“As well as being Chair of WWCE I am 
also a local Parish Councillor from 
Compton Bassett, so am all too aware 
of the devastating effect these cruel 
energy price hikes can have on the more 
vulnerable members of our community 
in Wiltshire. That is why I am so pleased 
that our community energy company 
can provide practical tips and advice 
and I am not surprised that Jess is 
finding her work is so well received.”
If your heating system is broken and 
you can’t afford to repair or replace 
it, or if you’re worried about paying 
your heating bills, contact Warm and 
Safe Wiltshire on 0800 038 5722 or 
warmandsafe@cse.org.uk. Citizens 
Advice (0808 223 1133) and Age UK 
Wiltshire (0808 196 2424) can also offer 
help and advice.
Financial help to install energy 
efficiency measures is available with 
eligibility for schemes often dependent 

on household circumstances and 
income, to prioritise low income 
households. The Wiltshire & Swindon 
Credit Union (01793 522216) or office@
wascu.co.uk, and Lendology, (01823 
461099) or enquiries@wrcic.org.uk may 
be able to help with affordable loans 
towards home improvements, including 
boiler replacement in Wiltshire.

Celebrating Age Wiltshire
We are pleased to welcome back Tor Theatre who will be performing “Cinderella 2 or 
Buttons Bounces Back” on Wednesday 25Th January in Purton Village Hall at 2 p.m.
This should be a lively and fun afternoon with the best in touring pantomime – 
comedy, song, dance and audience participation. Tea and cake will be served during 
the afternoon. This is a free event but booking is essential – please contact Pat 
Hughes. 

Pat Hughes, Celebrating Age Volunteer. 
Tel no. 01793 772382 or email patricia.j.hughes@btinternet.com
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Cotswold Tree Surgeons
Qualified tree care specialists.   Established in 1979

For the best in tree care
• Pruning  • Hedges  • Planting Schemes  • Care of veteran trees

• Dangerous trees removed  • Advice and surveys  • Maintenance contracts
• Domestic tree work  • All our wood chip is recycled

Tel Keith Mills 01793 771742     www.cotswoldtreesurgeons.co.uk

WHO can you trust to fix your washing machine quickly?

D&M SERVICES
Established 1975

 42 years experience
 Small family business
 Same day - next day service
 Free telephone quotations
 All work guaranteed

DIY Parts Service

SWINDON 01793 613079
121 Upham Road, Old Walcot, Swindon SN3 1DP

Repairs & Servicing to all
leading makes of
Washing Machines &
Tumble Driers including
Hoover, Hotpoint

Full range of Hotpoint/Bosch washing
machines at Superstore Prices.

Free delivery, installation &
removal of old machine.

Call Now to compare our Prices

No VAT

• Cirencester  • T
etbury

• Faringdon  • Swindon

• Purton  • Cricklade

• Malmesbury  • Marlborough

HOTPOINT

Greg & Vicki would like to welcome you to

The Bell Inn
Purton Stoke

Serving food:
Tues - Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm

Sunday 12-3pm
Bank Holiday Mondays 12-2pm

01793 770434    www.bellinnpurtonstoke.com

8 Station Road, Purton
COMPTON WELDING   est. 1969

STEEL FABRICATIONS
GATES & RAILINGS
JULIETTE BALCONIES

WROUGHT IRONWORK
FIRE ESCAPES
SITE WELDING ETC.

TEL (01793) 770742

email: info@comptonwelding.co.uk
www.comptonwelding.co.uk
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553065

S General Plumbing
S Boiler servicing and replacements

S Full Central heating
S Upgrades 

S System maintenance
S Power flushing

( 07810 488827
✉ darran@dsplumbingheating.co.uk
 facebook.com/ 
 DSPlumbingHeating
: www.dsplumbingheating.co.uk

CRICKLADE SCHOOL OF MOTORING
KEITH WALKER

Dept. of Transport Approved
Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction
Holder of Diploma In Advanced Instruction
(Class 1 - Gold)
Learner and Advanced Tuition
Purton and surrounding areas
Theory Test Training

EST 1977

TEL: 751368
and 709883

Over 2,000 passes

www.crickladeschoolofmotoring.co.uk

ASPEN FENCING SERVICES
We produce a complete range of quality,

affordable fencing solutions, tailored to your
individual size and style requirements

Fencing • Gates • Sheds • Pergolas • Decking

Tel: (01793) 778180

THE GARAGE DOOR
SPECIALIST

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE
Office - 01793 327018
Mobile - 07884 192523

www.garagedoorspecialist.co.uk

•SPARES •REPAIRS
•SERVICE •REPLACEMENT

WE WILL BEAT ANY
WRITTEN QUOTATION

Do you need your dog walking?
If so contact me ‘Jenny Kinnett’ to discuss

what services I can offer you. They include:
Up to one hour’s dog walking per session
Variety of exciting walks
Doggie cuddles

For further information contact facebook page ‘Purton Paws’.
Phone: 01793 772394  Mobile: 07876 598569

Email: jennykinnett@gmail.com

Purton
Paws

S. A. HILES
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

From a dripping tap
to a new bathroom suite.

From a new boiler
to a central heating system.

OFFICE: 01793 680263    MOBILE: 07771 922070
EMAIL:  sahilesplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Reg. 37954
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Tel: 01793 
709883

 

Cricklade Foodbank will be open in the  

JJeennnneerr  HHaallll  
BBaatthh  RRooaadd,,  CCrriicckkllaaddee  SSNN66  66AAXX  

  

eevveerryy  FFrriiddaayy  bbeettwweeeenn    
1100..0000aamm  aanndd  1111..3300aamm  

  
HHeellpp  &&  AAddvviiccee  wwiillll  bbee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  

YYoouu  ccaann::  
CCaallll  ––  0011666666  882266998822  ((wwee  wwiillll  ccaallll  yyoouu  bbaacckk))  
EEmmaaiill  ––  ccrriicckkllaaddee@@mmaallmmeessbbuurryyddiissttrriicctt..ffooooddbbaannkk..oorrgg..uukk  
VViissiitt  tthhee  wweebbssiittee::  mmaallmmeessbbuurryyddiissttrriicctt..ffooooddbbaannkk..oorrgg..uukk  
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Up to one hour’s dog walking per session
Variety of exciting walks
Doggie cuddles
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Purton & Green Gable 
Surgery PPG
Our purchases for the surgery this 
year
During the course of this year we have 
purchased -
• A second doppler machine
• Three adjustable consulting couches 
• A new screen for the waiting room 

in Purton Surgery 
We are also grateful to the generosity 
of Purton & District Age Concern for 
funding the purchase of 
another high-backed chair 
with arms, this time for 
Green Gable Surgery.
200 Club draw
Thank you to all who are 
supporting the 200 Club. 
The December draw was 
done by Receptionist Marie 
Chapman, the £100 winner 
was David Herbert and the 
£15 winner was Avril Ainscough.

Table Top and Books in Purton 
Surgery
A reminder that the tabletop is now 
up and running in the Purton Surgery 
Waiting Room. There are also books in 
the bookcase for purchase (50p each). If 
you wish to purchase from the Tabletop, 
please hand your money to the reception 
team. Please also donate any books by 
handing them to the reception team… 
and don’t forget once you have read a 

book you can always bring 
it back to the reception 
team for the shelves!
As always, your support 
for our work to both inform 
and support patients is 
much appreciated. If you 
know of anyone who would 
like to be included in our 
email list (all sent bcc) then 
please ask them to contact 

via groupforpatients@gmail.com
Sheila Fowler, PPG Secretary

5K Your Way – Move Against Cancer
We invite anyone who is living with or 
beyond cancer, families, friends and 
health care professionals, to join us 
once a month to walk, jog, run, cheer 
or volunteer at a 5K Your Way, move 
against cancer group linked to a local 
parkrun. Your local 5K groups are 
Lydiard Park and Marlborough.
All ages and abilities are encouraged 
and welcome. Lots of people walk. Do as 
little or as much as you want. You don’t 

have to do the whole 5K. We meet on the 
last Saturday of every month. Groups 
meet at 8.45am for a 9am parkrun 
start. Register with parkrun to get your 
barcode so your walk/run will be timed. 
For more information there is a website: 
5Kyourway.org
E mail: lydiardgroup@5kyourway.org
We will next meet on December 31st. 
Make it your New Year resolution to join 
us.
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Village Christmas Party
On Saturday the 3rd December we 
ran the Christmas Party for villagers 
which included the Street Wardens and 
Minibus crews who attended for free, 
as a thank you for their hard work. Our 
helpers once again excelled themselves, 
this time led by Maria Looker, and 
produced a ploughman’s type meal 
and dessert, followed by copious 
amounts of coffee or tea and mince pies. 
Entertainment was provided by Steven 
Tilley, a very talented young man who 
specialises in 50s, 60s and 70s songs, 
and Sarah Griggs and Jane Hargreaves, 
who led the carols after the raffle was 
drawn. Both acts were warmly received 
by all those attending.
Burns Night
We are having a Burns Night Dinner and 
Ceilidh on January 21st at the Village 
Hall which will include a three course 
Scottish dinner with Haggis followed 
by dancing to live music, a traditional 
Ceilidh, with a caller to point you in 
the right direction! Not that it helps as 
we still get it wrong, but that’s part of 
the fun. There will be a bar run by Matt 
and Louisa from the Purton Club and 
all the food will be cooked fresh on the 
premises. Tickets are £25 each and can 
be purchased from Andrew on 956095 – 
we are limited on numbers, so you need 
to contact him quickly and it is ticket 
entry only.
Happy New Year
It just leaves us to wish you a Happy 
New Year, and we hope to see you 

Forthcoming events
• Carols Under the Christmas Tree - 

Christmas Eve 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
• Burns Night - 21st January (ticket 

only entry)
Christmas Shopping Trip
We had our Christmas Shopping Trip 
to Clarks Village in Street, Somerset on 
the 30th November and what a good 
day it was. We had 38 people on the 
coach which is the best sized group we 
have had this year. The weather nearly 
caught us out, as it rained heavily just 
a few miles from the village, but by the 
time we got there it had stopped. And 
fortunately it did not rain again for the 
rest of the day.
There are a lot of shops to visit and 
a good variety of retailers, some nice 
restaurants, with street food and market 
stalls in between. The overall feedback 
was very good so it will be one we will 
visit on another occasion. Lots of full 
shopping bags on the return journey.
Christmas Party
On the 26th November we had our party 
for the less abled and their carers at the 
Millennium Hall, with entertainment 
from Paul and his ukulele band, which 
was well received. Our helpers, led by 
Sarah Webb, produced a lovely tea with 
fresh sandwiches and trays of cakes and 
trifles, and numerous cups of tea (and a 
few sherries) which was enjoyed by all. 
It was good to catch up with residents 
from Ashgrove and The Cedars as a lot of 
them are from Purton and were known 
to us.

Purton & District 
Age Concern
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attending our events in 2023, just 
keep reading the notes for the latest 
information. The coach trips are decided 
month on month and could be mystery 
tours with lunch or a boat trip, or 
perhaps a train trip, normally a steam 
train. Don’t forget all you pensioners 
have a £5 voucher to spend on one of 
them. As a reminder anyone turning 65 
during the year should email secretary@
purtonageconcern.com so that they can 
be added to our list and put in touch 
with relevant street wardens. 
Tai Chi Classes
The Tai-Chi classes will continue 
weekly at 1.30 p.m. on Thursdays at the 
Millennium Hall, so come along and 
enjoy the benefits of this gentle exercise. 
We will be offering a FREE taster session 
for beginners. New members will have 
to fill in a health form at the first lesson. 
Cost is £5.00 per session and classes run 
in term time only.
Minibus
If you need to use the Purton Age 
Concern transport for appointments or 
to go on one of our shopping trips, and 
are over 60 years of age, then please 
contact Hazel on 01793 770862 as usual.
Useful Contacts
If you have a problem or need to speak 
to anyone on any other topic then the 
contact numbers you should use, after 
you have talked to your street warden, 
are Peter Berry from Age Concern on 
778119, Heather Ponting-Bather from 
Purton Outreach on 772954 or Debbie 
Lawrence, Clerk of the Parish Council, 

on 771066. Remember that Purton is a 
very special village and there is always 
somebody that can help and will help.
If You Need It!
Bobby Van – If you need the Bobby Van 
for replacement batteries or if the smoke 
alarms are not working properly then 
call them on 01225 256867. Please be 
aware that there might be restrictions 
in place at this time. If you are self-
isolating and not letting anybody enter 
your home then you will need to replace 
your smoke alarm yourself as they won’t 
leave one on the doorway. If they are 
called to replace one, then they have to 
do it. Please be aware.
Pheonix – This is a free transport service 
on your bus pass. You need to ring 01249 
890794 to book with them. Remember if 
we don’t use it, we lose it!
Website – Visit our dedicated website – 
www.purtonageconcern.com – to find all 
the details you need about our contacts, 
events, news and links to other websites 
in the area. We also have a Facebook 
and Twitter account which can be found 
at Facebook: purtonageconcern and 
Twitter: @Purton_ AC. Please visit our 
social media sites and let us know what 
you think.
We still have a couple of wheelchairs for 
borrowing or walkers, also crutches and 
walking sticks, so if you think you might 
need any of these at any time then ring 
me on 778119.

Peter Berry, Chairman
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eventsteam@peartreepurton.co.uk

We are actively seeking to recruit locally for 

a number of vacant positions for our restaurant, 

kitchens and accommodation. If you are interested 

in joining our team then please get in touch, 

we would love to hear from you.

JOIN OUR TEAM

P U R T O N ’ S  U N I Q U E  H O T E L , 
W E D D I N G  A N D  E V E N T S  V E N U E

© Jonny Barratt Photography05
/2

3

Telephone, Swindon
772172

Flowers for all
occasions

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL

Available for Hire

For further information and bookings

TELEPHONE  772646

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk

www.boothandson.com12
/2

3
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Purton & District Age Concern Minibus - 
Secretary needed
Many of you will already be aware Andy 
White, who has been the Secretary of 
the Minibus Committee, has decided 
to retire after undertaking the role for 
a number of years and we are therefore 
hoping that someone from the Village 
might like to take on the role.
The Minibus Committee consists of 
four of us; Dave Warren our Chairman, 
Graham Price Treasurer, me as Co-
ordinator and the Secretary. We meet 
when necessary, as thankfully generally 
speaking it runs fairly smoothly, with 
each of us having specific roles. Andy 
has put together a job description which 
I am happy to forward on to anyone 
who may be interested. As can be seen 
it is not a role that requires continuous 
work but is vital to ensure that our legal 
requirements are met  as and when 
these arise, mainly annually at different 
times of the year. Also when new drivers 
or shotguns join then their credentials 
need to be checked and recorded.

I am sure Andy would be happy to 
talk through the role with anyone 
that may be interested, without any 
obligation to proceed, if it is not your 
cup of tea! Access to the internet is quite 
important as this is the easiest form of 
communication between us.
The minibus provides a vital link for 
those who find getting about difficult 
to ensure that they can continue to 
enjoy activities both within our Village 
and elsewhere and we need new team 
members to help us continue this 
service.
Please call me telephone 770862 to book 
or email me at pac2bookings@gmail.
com and I will pass on your interest to 
my fellow Committee members.
Take care and stay safe.

Hazel Woodbridge BEM, 
Mini Bus Co-ordinator 01793 770862 or, 

Email pac2bookings@gmail.com

Outreach Purton Community information from Wiltshire Council

Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub here to 
provide cost-of-living advice and 
support
The Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub is here to 
provide support and advice to anyone 
who might need it as a result of the cost-
of-living crisis.
The hub was originally set-up at the start 
of the pandemic to provide information 
and advice. Anyone can access the hub 

and it can provide confidential advice, 
information and signposting from our 
friendly team to help with the current 
high cost-of-living.
People can call the hub Monday to 
Thursday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 0300 003 4576 
or email wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.
uk. The opening hours will continue 
to be regularly reviewed depending on 
demand.
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We also have a range of support 
and advice on our dedicated cost of 
living pages  www.wiltshire.gov.uk/
article/6665/Council-tax-benefits-
and-financial-support. It contains 
information on council tax and benefits, 
energy advice, housing information, 
mental health support, local practical 
help and support available for 
businesses. The council’s recently 
launched interactive community 
directory can also be found there, which 
contains details of other warm spaces in 
the county as well as community food 
providers.
How can you help rough sleepers?
What do you do when you see someone 
sleeping rough?
How can you really help someone when 
you’re not sure the best way to do it?
We’re offering advice to people on what 
they can do to support anyone they see 
sleeping rough on the streets and how 
you can provide real support.
If you see someone on the streets, you 
can provide details to www.streetlink.
org.uk which connects rough sleepers 
with local services that can support 
them. StreetLink will provide the council 
with details so officers can talk to the 
rough sleeper, help them find a warm 
place to stay and offer ongoing support.
People are also encouraged to donate 
to local charities in Wiltshire, which 
directly help those in need.
With temperatures falling we’ve also 
activated our Severe Weather Emergency 
Provision. If you are sleeping rough, or 
you know someone who is, let us know 
on 0300 456 0100 so we can provide 
accommodation and support. 

Group A Streptococcal infections 
(Strep A)
As you may know, there has been a 
recent national increase in notifications 
of scarlet fever to the UK Health Security 
Agency (UKHSA), above seasonal 
expected levels.
During the winter months, it is not 
uncommon for this type of infection to 
circulate throughout nurseries and pre-
schools and while we are seeing more 
poorly children this year than we would 
normally, parents should be reassured 
that only a small number of cases 
become very serious.
Scarlet fever is a common childhood 
infection caused by Streptococcus 
pyogenes or group A Streptococcus 
(GAS). GAS is a common bacteria. Lots of 
us carry it in our throats and on our skin 
and it doesn’t always result in illness. 
However, GAS can cause a number of 
infections, some mild and some more 
serious. GAS causes infections in the 
skin, soft tissue and respiratory tract. 
It’s responsible for infections such as 
tonsillitis, pharyngitis, scarlet fever, 
impetigo and cellulitis among others.
Scarlet fever is not usually serious but 
should be treated with antibiotics to 
reduce the risk of complications (such 
as pneumonia) and spread to others. A 
course of antibiotics, along with plenty 
of rest and fluid intake, will help most 
children to feel better in just a few days.
The early symptoms of scarlet fever 
include sore throat, headache, fever, 
nausea and vomiting. After 12 to 48 
hours, the characteristic red, pinhead 
rash develops, typically first appearing 
on the chest and stomach, then rapidly 
spreading to other parts of the body 
and giving the skin a sandpaper-like 
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texture. The scarlet rash may be harder 
to spot on darker skin, although the 
‘sandpaper’ feel should be present. 
Patients typically have flushed cheeks 
and will be pale around the mouth. This 
may be accompanied by a bright red 
‘strawberry’ tongue. If you think you, 
or your child, might have scarlet fever, 
please contact your GP or NHS 111 as 
soon as possible. Please make sure that 
you or your child take the full course of 
any antibiotics prescribed.
Although you or your child will feel 
better soon after starting the course 
of antibiotics, you must complete the 
course to ensure that you do not carry 
the bacteria in your throat. After you 
have recovered, stay at home, away 
from nursery, school or work for at least 
24 hours after starting the antibiotic 
treatment, to avoid spreading the 
infection.

Household batteries to be collected 
from next week as part of Wiltshire 
kerbside recycling service
We now collect small household 
batteries as part of our kerbside 
recycling service. Put batteries in 
clear, sealed sandwich bags on top of 
your blue lidded bin and they will be 
collected for recycling.
The batteries you can put out for 
collection are D, C, AA, AAA, 9V and 
button-type batteries. 
Every year hundreds of fires at waste 
facilities across the country are linked to 
batteries thrown out in the bin. Help us 
to stop fires and keep staff safe by never 
placing batteries inside your bin. 

Heather Ponting-Bather, 
Outreach Purton Tel: 772954
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Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
There was a good attendance at our first meeting of the new year which
began with a brief AGM when Moira White, our chairperson, presented a
review of the previous year’s activities.
 On behalf of members, Moira expressed grateful thanks to David Herbert and Laura
Comley who have now resigned from the committee after many years service.
The business side of the AGM completed, Moira introduced our speaker, Alan Holland,
who had joined us to speak on the subject of TWIGS, based at Manor Garden Centre,
Cheney Manor, Swindon.
 He began by explaining that TWIGS (Therapeutic Work in Gardening in Swindon)
was formed in 1997 by a local lady who realised the benefits that working with nature
could bring to people experiencing mental health problems including depression,
anxiety, schizophrenia and personality disorders.
 Part funded by Swindon Borough Council, Zurich and the Community Trust,
additional income for TWIGS is generated from sales (plants and crafts), donations and
earned income from contracts, whilst ‘Friends of TWIGS, their volunteer led fundraising
arm,  brings in approximately £30,000 per annum by way of the Olive Tree Café in the
garden centre.
 We learned that a team of paid staff (1 full time, 5 part-time) and 27 independent
volunteers support the 80-100 service users currently registered.
 Alan explained that the aim of TWIGS is to give people with mental health issues
the chance to regain confidence and self-esteem and to learn new skills in a safe
environment, so acting as a stepping stone to recovery, further education or work.
This is achieved via the wealth of resources available including a large garden site,
nursery area, craft studio, kitchen, café and organic allotment site.
 A ‘Wildlife garden’, the ‘Potager garden’,  the ‘Physic garden’ and the ‘Path of Life
garden’ are among eleven themed gardens open to the public from 10.00-3.30pm
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The ‘Path of life’ garden features a serpentine path
running through a garden planted using colour, texture and habit which reflects and
evokes a mood.  This symbolises the journey that people have to make from crisis to
recovery.
 The obvious benefits of working with nature were highlighted, on the video Alan
showed as part of his presentation, with one service user saying ‘While I’m working in
the garden, the garden is working on me’ and another enthusiastically stating ‘This is
a little bit of heaven on earth’.
 To conclude, Alan highlighted the positive soft outcomes for clients. These include
social interaction, motivation, creativity, concentration and communication skills whilst
hard outcomes result in paid employment, voluntary work, supported work, practical
skills and certificated training.
 Pete Berry offered a vote of thanks to Alan for his professional presentation offering
us such an informative background to TWIGS and what it means to the community.
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 28 March at 7.30pm in Silver Threads Hall
when our speaker will be Dr Keith Ferguson who will be entertaining us with a talk
entitled  ‘Flowers, Flamboyant to Demure’.  The competition will be ‘5 Daffodils’. New
members and visitors may be assured of warm welcome.

MARGARET GOODALL, Secretary, 770906

Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
Members of Gardeners’ Guild met for the last time on 22nd November. 
The current committee have all served for many years and decided 
to step down in the new year. With no one volunteering to take their 
place, the difficult decision was made to close the guild.
Set up in 1975 with 20 founder members, 2023 would have been 
our 49th year as a club, formed to provide support, knowledge and 
friendship for those with an interest in gardening within Purton and 
Lydiard.
In the early years of the Guild, running costs were comparatively 
low, enabling many thousands of pounds to be donated to local good 
causes. For example in 1983 payments were made to Purton medical 
aid, Nursing Homes, Helping Hand and the Prospect; a total of £720, 
the equivalent of £2,345 in today’s money. Speakers’ costs for that 
year were just £37. Very reasonable in comparison to this year when 
one speaker alone cost over £200.
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No wonder that in recent years most of our income and money raised 
has been spent on fees.
Booking speakers has always been difficult and going through some 
of the old minutes this has been a problem most years! We have had 
some brilliant speakers, (and some not so good, but rarely). Barbara 
Pollard, one of the ‘naked gardeners’ from Malmesbury proved to be 
a popular choice, especially with the gentlemen of the club. Many 
members who normally sat at the back wanted front row seats, I’m 
sure it was nothing to do with the mini-skirt she was wearing!
In 2005 the guild hosted BBC Gardeners Question Time, a popular 
radio show with Bob Flowerdew and Anne Swithinbank answering 
questions from the audience. Also in attendance was Chris 
Beardshaw, who kindly signed my gardening gloves, which I still 
have, obviously unused! The event was well-supported with the hall 
at Bradon Forest school full to bursting and with no tickets left over.
Another memorable event was a visit to Highgrove, the garden 
belonging to the then Prince of Wales. This took a lot of organisation 
with visitors names having to be submitted and checked before 
permission was granted.
For our last meeting, a bumper raffle, wine and delicious food 
provided by our members was enjoyed by all.
Moira thanked the current committee and past committee members 
for all their hard work with a special thanks to Margaret, our 
Secretary, who has done a fantastic job of booking speakers and 
writing a report each month for the magazine for many years. She 
deserves a well-earned rest!
Our meeting concluded with a very important lady, Marjorie Shailes, 
being presented with a bouquet of flowers and the silver Competition 
Cup as a memento of Gardeners Guild. Marjorie is our last founding 
member and is much loved by everyone. She has supported the guild 
for the last 48 years – an amazing achievement. Marjorie stood up 
and thanked the committee for a lovely evening and I know this 
gesture meant a lot to us all.
Thank you Marjorie, and thanks to all of Gardeners’ Guild members 
past and present who have supported us over the years. I’m sure 
we all have fond memories and have formed some very special 
friendships and gained a wealth of gardening knowledge.
It just leaves me to say Merry Christmas, Happy and Healthy 2023 and 
KEEP  GARDENING!!!!

Moira White, Chair
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Ten Years Ago...
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JJaannuuaarryy  22001133

Spa Lane, Purton Stoke around the 1970sphoto: Jim Caslaw - see page 31

The Magazine reported in 
January 2013 that “things 
in Purton were beginning 
to stir”. The Carnival 
was coming! And the 
procession was going to 
be better organised than 
ever before! And it was 
all go for the children’s 
activity week in August! 
But what of the current 
season’s jollities, I hear 
you say? As the magazine 
went to print before 
Christmas, we couldn’t 
know what was going to 
happen. Always excepting 
the Historical Society 
which, rather than 
turning back the clock, 
turned back the calendar 
and was able to record its 
Christmas social.
One concern running 
through the issue 
was the granting of 

planning permission at 
Ridgeway Farm and its 
possible effect on life 
in the village. Ps & Qs 
described the decision as 
“unreasonable, irrational 
and irresponsible”. The 
editorial suggested that 
the government felt that 
we needed construction to 
kick-start growth. Growth 
is still the Holy Grail of 
government and it still 
hasn’t worked out how to 
achieve it.
A group from Bradon 
Forest went on a trip to 
France. After stopping 
at a cinema in Calais, 
they continued to Paris 
where they climbed 
the Eiffel Tower despite 
enduring wind, fog and 
rain, though we were not 
told whether they took 

the inside or the outside 
route.
As page-fillers, there 
was a rich supply of 
quotations from such 
luminaries as Nikita 
Khrushchev, Winston 
Churchill and Homer 
Simpson. Maybe I 
will take the latter’s 
philosophy: “You tried 
your best and you failed 
miserably. The lesson is 
never to try” as my New 
Year resolution.

Magazine subscriptions for 2023
We are pleased to be able to confirm that the subscriptions for 2023 will remain at 
£10.00 to include delivery by our vital volunteer distributors. Early payments help 
our cash flow and would be much appreciated. New subscribers in the village are 
welcome to contact Sandra Horsnall, our Distribution Manager, on 01793 770157 or 
email distribution@purtonmagazine.co.uk who will be happy to add you to your 
nearest distributor’s list.
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Purton Village Diary - January 2023
Sa 31 8.45am 5k Your Way meet at Lydiard and Marlborough Park Run
Su 1  New Years’ Day
  8.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Carol Praise at St Mary’s Church
M 2  Bank Holiday
Tu 3 12noon Lou’s hot lunches available from Pips Community Cafe
Th 5  Twelfth Night
Su 8 10.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
M 9 7.00pm Full Parish Council Meeting at Purton Village Hall
Tu 10 10.00am Purton & District Probus meet at Hook Village Hall for a talk on 

the mighty DC3
  12noon Lou’s hot lunches available from Pips Community Cafe
Su 15 8.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Covenant Service at St Mary’s Church
M 16 2.00pm St Mary’s Fellowship of Women meet at Purton Methodist Church 

for their AGM and party.
   Martin Luther King Day
Tu 17 12noon Lou’s hot lunches available from Pips Community Cafe
W 18  Winnie the Pooh Day, celebrating AA Milne’s birthday
Sa 21  Purton & District Age Concern Burns Night Celebration at Purton 

Village Hall
Su 22 10.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
   Chinese New Year
Tu 24 10.00am Purton & District Probus meet at Hook Village Hall for a talk on 

amusing and amazing moments dealing with disasters
  12noon Lou’s hot lunches available from Pips Community Cafe
W 25 2.00pm Celebrating Age Wiltshire Pantomime at Purton Village Hall
   Burns Night
Th 26 7.30pm Purton Historical Society meet at Purton Methodist Church for a 

talk on the golden age of mountaineering and exploration
Sa 28  International Lego Day
Su 29 10.30am Morning Service at St Mary’s Church
M 30 7.00pm Institute and Village Hall Charity and finance meeting at Purton 

Village Hall
Tu 31 12noon Lou’s hot lunches available from Pips Community Cafe

Prayer for Purton
This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works in:   
Pavenhill, Upper and Lower Pavenhill, Paven Close, Bunce Court, Gleed Close, (and 
from Ridgeway Farm) Cob Hill, Saxon Mill and Cowleaze.
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Every week
 M 6.30pm to 7.30pm Purton Village Voices choir practice at the Red House
   function room (term time)
 Tu 9.00am  to 11am Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
  2.00pm to 7.00pm Purton Library open
 W 10.ooam to 12 noon Coffee and Chat at Pips Community Cafe, Silver 

Threads Hall.
  6.15pm  Purton Youth Club for school years 4-7 at Purton Village Hall
  7.00pm Purton Youth Club for school years 7+ at Purton Village Hall
 Th 1.30pm to 2.30pm (during term time) Tai Chi at the Millennium Hall
  3.15pm to 4.15pm (during term time) IMPACT after school club at Pips 

Community Cafe. Games, snacks and Bible exploration. Parents 
need to stay but need not get involved.

 F 3.30pm to 5.00pm Weekly group for Ukrainian families and their hosts at 
Royal Wootton Bassett Library

 Sa  10.00am  to 12.30pm Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-end of Oct)

Every month
2nd Monday Purton WI meet at 10am at the Silver Threads Hall 

(October-March)
3rd Monday  St Mary’s Fellowship of Women at Purton Methodist Church
3rd Monday  Royal British Legion meet at the Red House 
2nd & 4th Tuesday 10.00am Purton Probus meet at Hook Village Hall.
4th Tuesday 7.30pm Purton and District Gardeners’ Guild meet at Silver 

Threads Hall
2nd Wednesday  (except Aug) 2.30pm Methodist Women’s Fellowship at Purton
   Methodist Church - temporarily suspended
3rd Wednesday  2-4pm Purton Charity Knitting group meet at Pips Community Cafe
   10.30am-Noon Parkinson’s UK Cricklade Cafe at the Cricklade Club
   7.30pm Purton Evening WI meet at the Silver Threads Hall (April-

September)
4th Thursday  (September to May) Purton Historical Society meet at 7.30pm in
   Play Close Methodist Church.

The Purton Village Diary is now kept at Pips Community Cafe, add your events and 
check what’s happening in our village.
If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages, contact 
Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton, Tel: 772954 or 
email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Volunteers Needed – New School Governors
St. Mary’s Primary School, Purton is looking to recruit new 
Governors to the school Governing Body. You don’t need to 
be a parent to take up this role – just a keen interest in the 
education of children within the village. 
There are six meetings a year of an evening, either in 
person or online, with other opportunities to visit the school.*
If you think you may be interested in this varied and active role please 
contact the Clerk to Governors at clerk@st-marys-purton.wilts.sch.uk
*All applicants will need to be DBS checked prior to appointment.

Bradon Forest School BRADON 
FOREST 

SCHOOL

Book your free open event place now at https://tinyurl.com/ue4xeu3n

OPEN 
EVENING 

THURSDAY 
23 SEPT

2021

OPEN 
MORNINGS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
MORNINGS
9.15 - 10.30

WEEKS 
COMMENCING:
27 SEPTEMBER
4 OCTOBER 2021

A SECONDARY SCHOOL SERVING 
SWINDON AND NORTH WILTSHIRE

WWW.BRADONFOREST.WILTS.SCH.UK

Bradon Forest is a secondary school located in Purton with over 900 
students and sixth form. More stories are on the school website: www.
bradonforest.org.uk
First overseas trip since Covid
We were delighted that our German curriculum visit 
to the Christmas markets, our first overseas since 
Covid, was so successful. The journey took our 
students into France, Belgium, the Netherlands and 
Germany!
An overnight coach trip, through the Eurotunnel, 
ensured the group arrived bright and early at the 
Essex Farm Cemetery and then the ‘In Flanders 
Field’ Museum at Ypres. A quick stop at the Hasselt 
hypermarket in the afternoon before travelling onto Aachen where 
the group stayed in a Youth Hostel. The next day they visited the 
Lindt factory followed by free time to explore the Christmas markets 
and visit the beautiful Aachen Cathedral. Up again bright and early 
on Saturday morning to travel to Bruges for the day before travelling 
home tired but excited by all that they had seen.
Silverstone for the most able
30 of Bradon Forest School’s Most Able Year 10 students recently 
visited the Silverstone Interactive Museum and Track. An incredibly 
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knowledgeable volunteer hosted the 
group and explained how Silverstone 
used to be a RAF base where soldiers 
were taught to fly before World War II. 
After looking at the history of Silverstone, 
they went to view the various cars and 
motorbikes they had on show. In the 
tech lab they investigated the different 
engines, tyres and exhausts used. 
Students also had a chance to consider 
the materials used in the drivers’ suits, 
and how volunteering medical staff help 
to keep the visitors and drivers safe. 
After a quick pit stop for lunch (with an 
amazing view of the track) the group were 
taken outside to watch the Formula 3 cars 
racing on the track. The noise and speed 
were incredible!

Their final session was with one of the experts about the careers 
involved in Formula 1. The students had a chance to try on the 
helmets, check out the tyres and ask questions about different 
aspects of Formula 1.
Two students, Maddi B and Jamie H-S, said they loved watching the 
cars on the track, and how interactive the museum was. “It gave us 
the experience to learn all about Formula 1 racing and motorsports. 
It’s really inspired us about the careers involved in the engineering 
and motorsport sectors.”
Are you looking for term time only work?  Are 
you a retired teacher?  We are looking for new 
members to join our team.  Vacancies currently 
exist for a Cover Supervisor, Lunchtime 
Supervisor and Exam Invigilators. Full and part 
time hours considered. If you are interested in 
finding out more, call the school and ask to speak 
to Kerrie Kelly, HR Lead, on 01793 770570.
Farm Trip
A small number of students spent a week staying 
at Abbey Home Farm. Students and staff had a 
great time and learnt lots about what it is like to 
live and work on a farm. The students prepared 
and cooked all of their own food every day. Some 
of the jobs they undertook included grading the 
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eggs and delivering them to the shop, feeding the pigs, harvesting 
carrots and many more. Some of the students have been asked to 
come back to do work experience in July which is a testament to how 
hard they worked. Well done to all involved and a big thank you to 
the students and staff for making it a memorable trip.
Emphatic girls’ football result
The U14 girls played Great Western Academy in 
their first County Cup match on 29 November. 
They had an emphatic win in freezing 
conditions – 13-0! Three hat-tricks from Heidi P, 
Varinia M and Evie M (Captain and POM). Great 
team performance from all and massive thanks 
to Year 11 officials Finlay S, Josh S and Jamie S.
Year 8 basketball team into the Swindon 
schools final
Following their victory against 
Commonweal, an unchanged Year 8 
Basketball team then hosted Lydiard Park 
Academy. Once again the team produced 
an excellent attacking and defensive 
display against a strong LPA team to come 
out on top 29 - 19. The two wins confirmed 
the teams place in the Swindon Schools 
Basketball final in January. Well done to 
all involved.
Ex-England international player visit to Bradon Forest
Ex-England Rugby women’s international 
player, Ceri Large, visited the school to 
work with our young sports women in 
November. Ceri spent two days in school 
working with our KS3 Girls PE groups, 
delivering rugby sessions. They worked 
on skills and drills to refine technique and 
take it into their games, learning to run to 
“spaces not faces.” Year 8 student, Evie 
M, said: “The rugby session with Ceri was 
fun and a new experience for me. I was 
inspired by her as an ex-England player and she was a great coach!”
Ceri has played for England 50 times and was a part of the 2014 World 
Cup squad. 
Huge thanks to Royal Wootton Bassett RFC and Dorset & Wilts RFU 
who helped fund the coaching.
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 The Royal British Legion 2022 
Poppy Appeal
A total of £11,484.26 has been sent 
from Purton and district to the 2022 
Poppy Appeal, and we would like to 
thank everyone who contributed in any 
way. Special thanks to the staff and 
pupils of Bradon Forest, St Mary’s and 
Ridgeway Farm schools, and to the local 
businesses who supported the Appeal so 
that poppies were widely available again 
this year. 
Also we would like to thank our many 
volunteers who help to sell Poppies 
both in Purton and at the West Swindon 
Centre.

Shirley and Michael Lawrence, Poppy 
Appeal Organisers Tel. 01793 771084  

Email: the_lawrences@btinternet.com

 A celebration of lives well lived
We would like to thank everyone who 
attended our celebration evening for 

mum and dad on Saturday 3rd December 
at Purton Club, a wonderful evening of 
bingo hosted by Gerry Watkins, music by 
AutoBBand and The Dots, laughter and 
shared memories. We raised £388 which 
has been divided between The Jubilee 
Gardens Project and The Moonlight 
Eclipse Project. We would like to wish 
you all a very Happy New Year.

Amanda, Sharon and family x

 Help when it was needed most
I have been very humbled by the offers 
of help, the cards and the general level 
of support that friends, neighbours 
and strangers have given me in recent 
months as I deteriorated recently. I may 
not always have appeared to appreciate 
your support. I do now and I thank you 
for all you have done. I am emerging 
from the fog into some sunlight and it 
is because of your good wishes. Thank 
you.

Caroline Mclean

Purton Post Bag
The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where space and 
content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted for publication without 
the proper name and address of the correspondent being supplied. 
However, these details may be withheld from publication if requested.

Purton Magazine is available to buy at; One Stop, Purton 
Farm Shop, Dora’s Dairy, Dora’s Kiosk at the Red House 
Shear Success and the Co-op. We deliver to over 700 homes 
each month through our network of volunteers. To become a 
distributor, or a Magazine subscriber, contact Sandra Horsnall, 
tel: 01793 770157 or email: 
distribution@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Royal Wootton Bassett Gardening Club
Meetings held at The Memorial Hall, 
Station Road, Wootton Bassett at 7.30 
p.m. Visitors are welcome, £3 a meeting, 
annual membership is £17
We hold a Raffle, plant sales, gardening 
and seed swaps.
• Jan 9th Christina Stapley – The 

Living Garden – gardening for 
natural survival

• Feb 6th Robert Harvey – 

Mediterranean wild flowers in 
nature and the garden

• Mar 6th AGM and mystery speaker
Our new programme for 2023-24 will be 
issued in the new year. We run day
trips, an evening trip and a three- day 
weekend trip every year. 
Please contact Pat Perryman, Chair, on 
07817 207047 if you would like further 
information about the club. 

Purton Historical Society

Christmas Social
The Christmas social, held in the 
Silver Threads’ Hall, was a very 
festive occasion enjoyed by members 
and guests. The buffet, quiz and 
entertainment were excellent and the 
evening was a relaxed conclusion to a 
year of successful meetings.
Thank you to the many people who 
supported the Society during the past 
year. Best wishes to everyone for the 
new year.
New Programme
Meeting venue - Purton Methodist 
Church, Play Close
The Society would like to welcome 
members and visitors to their New Year 
programme as follows:
Thursday 26th January 2023, 
7.30 p.m. The Golden Age of 
Mountaineering and Exploration, 
Martin Collisson
This presentation covers the heroic 
exploits of the men who made first 

ascents of the Matterhorn, Eiger and 
Everest, plus the exploration of the 
Arctic and Antarctic. The talk finishes 
with the mountaineering achievements 
of arguably the greatest mountaineer 
living today – Reinhold Messner.
Thursday 23rd February 2023, 7.30 
p.m. The Ship Wilhelm Gustloff, Paul 
Booy
The sinking of the Wilhelm Gustloff was 
the biggest disaster in maritime history, 
yet few people have heard of her. She 
was a German ship sunk by a Soviet 
submarine. The reasons why she is so 
little known will be the subject of this 
talk.
Thursday 23rd March 2023, 7.30 p.m. 
Annual General Meeting Followed 
by Photographs of Nostalgic Lydiard 
Vintage Car Rally 1989, Barry Davis

Janet and Tony Neate 
email: tjneate57@gmail.com
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First thing to start this month is to say 
a massive apology for there being no 
Beneath the Wool last month, I had 
completely forgotten to write it and by the 
time I’d remembered, the magazine was 
nearly out. At the end of October we had a 
long weekend away in Shropshire which 
was lovely. We were in the middle of 
nowhere and right on the Welsh border. It 
felt like home with all the sheep and, dare 
I say, it felt Christmasy as there were fields and fields of Christmas 
trees. It was a nice break and good to get away from the farm as it has 
a tendency to stop you from doing things for yourself.
The lambs have had a few doses of wormer and they are looking a lot 
better now. In the new year we will be selling quite a few at market. 
They have now moved into a different field on Collins Lane and 
now have some grass, which they are 
happy about. Grass, as everyone knows, 
has been pretty thin this year, but after 
growing for quite a while they have quite 
a bite.
Jules has been busy with his 39 ladies. He 
managed all of them on their first cycle 
and only one repeat on the second cycle. 
This is good because we have kept back 14 
shearling ewes and shearling ewes tend 
to be a bit harder for the ram to catch the 
first time.
We aren’t quite sure what’s going to happen with scanning this year 
as Bob, who normally scans our sheep, has finished. Bob’s been 
scanning for quite a few years now and last year he had a phase 
where his mental health started to get the better of him. He was at 
one farm where he just needed to pack up and leave as it was all 
too much. There comes a point where you’ve got to put yourself first 
and, luckily for Bob, he’s decided to do that at the right time. I still 
keep in contact with Bob very regularly and he certainly feels like a 
big weight has been lifted off his shoulders. From everyone at Rogers 
Farm we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Michael Woodward, Rogers Farm, Purton

Beneath the Wool
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Did you know Purton Magazine is available 
in large print?

If you subscribe to Purton Magazine, you can read all 
the local news with ease in large print. 

To request a large print copy to be delivered to you 
each month, please call Sandra on 01793 770157.
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Mini crossword
Here is the next in our series of mini crosswords that are only 
designed to be a bit of fun.    Again there are no prizes but the answers 
to December’s puzzle are 1D) Hens 2A) Ladies  3D) Drummers  4D) 
Rings  5A) Swans  6D) Pipers   7D) Birds  8A) Partridge   9D) Doves   
10A) Geese   11A) Lords 12A) Maids 
This month there are six clues.
• 2 across  A score (6)
• 4 across  Two little ducks 

plus one (6,5)
• 6 across  Could be leap, 

light or gap (4)
• 1 down   Promise (10)
• 3 down   Novel (3)
• 5 down   Joyful (5)
This is the next crossword 
created by Neil and Rob Miles 
to challenge villagers. Answers 
for this quiz will be in the 
February issue and if any reader 
would like to create their own 
mini crossword we would be 
delighted to include it in a 
future issue of your magazine. 
Some of the words come from recent Purton Magazines and especially 
from the advertisements but, of course, dictionaries provide many 
more options. We aim for the clues to have a spread of difficulty to 
attract readers initially with the easier clues.
Shapes of empty boxes within an 11 x 11 box square, perhaps as a 
table in Word or in Excel software – or simply hand drawn and we 
will do the rest – contact details are on page 4 and on our website 
www.purtonmagazine.co.uk

1

2

3

4 5
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Readers of this column may recall I 
reviewed Kerr’s Bernie Gunter series 
a couple of years ago. This particular 
novel I have somehow managed to 
overlook. It is actually from 1999 but 
has been re-released after the author’s 
death. As a huge fan of Kerr’s style 
of fiction, I found the book to be an 
outstanding example of his work. Yes, 
there may be some slow patches but all 
the essentials are there to make it an 
excellent novel.
The Shot takes us across the Atlantic 
to the United States in the lead-up to 
J.F.Kennedy’s election as President in 
late 1960. As with the Bernie Gunter 
novels, Kerr writes around carefully-
researched historical detail of the 
period, weaving a fascinating plot that 
involves Kennedy, Cuba, the Mafia and 
the FBI.

The novel opens with an introduction 
to the main character, Tom Jefferson, an 
Ex-Marine, Miami-based hitman. Used 
by the US government for untraceable 
executions of politically undesirables 
in foreign states or by the Mafia for very 
specific “hits”, Jefferson exploits his 
skills as an outstanding sniper often 
with the aid of the FBI.
In 1960 in the US the Cold War was close 
to its peak and having Fidel Castro on 
the American doorstep was a thorn in 
the side for the Administration and the 
Mafia who had seen all their gambling 
clubs and upmarket lounges closed 
down at huge financial cost to them. The 
Mafia, represented by Sam Giancana, 
reach a consensus that Castro has to 
be eliminated and Jefferson is recruited 
by them to carry out the mission. 
He travels to Havana and completes 

A book I will 
always remember 

The Shot takes us across the 
Atlantic to the United States 
in the lead-up to J.F. Kennedy’s 
election in late 1960. 

Have you read a book that you will always 
remember, either recently or many years 
ago, serious or funny, fact or fiction? Each 
month we are publishing a review of a 
book that has meant a lot to a particular 
reader, especially the reason why it was 
so memorable. Purton Magazine readers 
are encouraged to send in a personal 
memory of their favourite book; it need not 
be very long. As usual, the copy deadline 
is the 10th of the preceding month and our 
contact details are on Page 4.

The Shot
            by Philip Kerr
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FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
FROM YOUR HOME OR PLACE OF WORK

• Servicing & MoTs
• Brake, clutch & cam belt replacement

• All repairs    New batteries
• Free fit tyres, puncture repair and exhaust centre

• For all makes of  vehicle at competitive prices
Audi, BMW, Citroen, Fiat, Ford, Kia, Honda, Hyundai, Jaguar, Landrover, Range Rover, 

Lexus, Mazda, Mercedes, MG, Mini, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Peugeot, Renault, Rover, Saab, 
Subaru, Seat, Skoda, Suzuki, Toyota, Vauxhall, Volvo, VW, all 4WD & Vans.

For further details without any obligation simply ring: 
Chris or Justyn on 01793 81488802

/2
3

t 01793 853849
e info@handwprint.co.uk

FOLDERS • LEAFLETS • DESKPADS
FLYERS • COMPLIMENT SLIPS

LETTERHEADS • LABELS • BOOKS
BUSINESS CARDS • POSTERS
ENVELOPES • BROCHURES
BOOKLETS • CALENDARS

and now...
BANNERS & ROLLER BANNERS

T-SHIRTS & MUGS COMING SOON!

WEBSHOP COMING SOON!

Open 10am-4.30pm Tue-Fri  
(last orders 4pm)

10am-1.30pm Sat (last orders 1pm)
For the latest information visit: 

facebook.com/pipscommunitycafe/ 
Join us at the Silver Threads Hall for; 

freshly prepared paninis and sandwiches, 
homemade cakes, hot and cold seasonal 

dishes, barista-style coffee and a range of hot 
and cold drinks.

email: marynettleton@hotmail.co.uk
Tel Mary: 01793 772298, 

Duty team: 07498 526872
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a comprehensive reconnaissance. 
The plan is feasible and ready to be 
implemented.
It all starts to unravel when a member 
of the Mafia brags about a 
deal the Teamsters Union had 
made with Joe Kennedy, J.F’s 
father, to secure support for J.F. 
in his Presidential campaign. 
They had in their possession 
compromising tapes of the 
future President in bed with 
Marilyn Monroe. Someone offers 
to show these, as entertainment, 
to Jefferson. While watching 
Jefferson clearly sees it is not 
Monroe but actually his wife, an 
enthusiastic Democrat party worker 
close to Kennedy.
Shortly afterwards Jefferson’s wife is 
found dead and Jefferson has gone 
missing, with the Mafia’s money. 
Together with a rogue FBI agent Alex 
Goldman, he begins to put together a 
plot to assassinate Kennedy when he 
visits Harvard early in the New Year. 

What was initiated as a perfect solution 
to get the Mafia back in Havana, has 
turned into the perfect nightmare.
Jefferson goes underground, retreating 

to New York which becomes 
his base for developing 
his plan. He and Goldman 
make detailed preparations, 
identifying an ideal 
sniper position in student 
accommodation. The Mafia 
are desperate to find him 
and get their money back 
and protect the future 
President. They throw all 
their resources at the search, 

making very little progress as Jefferson 
remains out of their grasp.
What happens at Harvard and what 
exactly Jefferson did make an excellent, 
dramatic conclusion, a subtle twist that 
will catch the reader by surprise but well 
in keeping with an earlier conversation 
between Jefferson and Goldman.

Paul Ballard

Purton Cricket Club

Despite Christmas fast approaching, 
work in and around the cricket club 
hasn’t slowed down with another busy 
month having passed. The Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) was held at the 
start of December. Work on the ground 
has continued in earnest for next 
summer and those involved received 
recognition for their efforts last season 
at a recent county wide awards evening. 
Meanwhile, the indoor team have 

continued their season with 
another couple of games.
Starting off the field and with the 
AGM that was held on December 
1st, the election of current and new 
officers was the main focus with a few 
changes across the board. Prashant 
Thati is the new Safeguarding Officer 
whilst Joe Kerslake was appointed 
Sunday Team Captain and Membership 
Secretary, whilst Alex Duffell was made 
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Communications Officer and Gavin Fry 
was elected Fixture Secretary.
The interim roles were filled by Trevor 
Carter (Honorary Secretary), Callum 
Wright (Director of Cricket) and Graham 
Wright (Social & Fundraising Officer), 
whilst the Vice Chair role remains open.
Peter Kinsman (Honorary Treasurer), 
Phil Duffell (Youth Development Officer), 
Tom Whittaker (First Team Captain) and 
Fraser Conway (Second Team Captain) 
were all re-elected alongside new Life 
Member appointments for Joe Dunn, 
Phil Duffell and Kenley Thomas, and 
Callum Wright staying as the Chair.
More information about membership 
and fees for the upcoming season will 
be revealed in due course after the 
Extraordinary General Meeting in the 
early months of 2023.
In the week before that, the Wiltshire 
Cricket Grassroots Award took place and 
there were a few nominations for those 
involved at Purton CC. Phil Duffell and 
Kenley Thomas were both recognised 
for their efforts in the Unsung Hero 
category (Those heroes who impact our 
game and help us make cricket happen). 
Whilst Graham and Karen Wright 

were the only nominees in the Cricket 
Innovators category (Someone who has 
brought new ideas and/or implemented 
new systems to improve your club 
or community group). The club also 
received Clubmark reaccreditation for 
next season.
The work on the ground hasn’t stopped 
with the winter ground maintenance 
schedule all on track. Recently the 
square and outfield has been cut as part 
of the preparations for the 2023 season.
On the field itself the indoor season has 
continued for the men’s team in the 
Swindon Indoor Cricket Association 
Indoor League. After a mixed start in 
their first two games, a commanding 
win against Swindon Nalgo 2s followed, 
before two defeats against Swindon 
CC 2s and Swindon Titans. Adam 
Clatworthy is the top scorer for the 
team with 64 runs with Fraser Conway 
not far behind on 61. Luke Roche leads 
the wicket taking standings with six. 
They have one more game before the 
Christmas break in the SICA Knockout 
Cup against Coastal Cobras 3s.

Harrison Burridge

Purton Tennis Club

Happy New Year!
I wonder what the New Year will 
hold? 2022 was Extraordinary for lots 
of reasons – Three Prime Ministers, 
extremely hot weather and of course the 
sad loss of HM Queen Elizabeth II.
Talking of Extraordinary – We had to 
hold an Extraordinary General Meeting 

at the end of November, due to several 
of our key members stepping down 
from the committee and no one coming 
forward to fill the posts at the AGM. 
However, I am pleased to say that 
members stepped up to the plate and 
all the key posts are now filled. In fact, 
we had several members offering their 
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FREE LEVEL ACCESS PARKING AT ALL STORES
www.thehearingandmobilitystore.co.uk

The Mobility Store
7 Clive Parade
Cricklade Road,
Swindon SN2 1AJ
01793 701313
swindon@thehearingand
mobilitystore.co.uk

THE MARLBOROUGH
MOBILITY STORE
56 George Lane,
Marlborough SN8 4BY
01672 511550
wiltshiremobility@mail.com

THE WROUGHTON
MOBILITY STORE
Unit 1, The Forge
4-6 Devizes Road
Wroughton SN4 0RZ
01793 815083
wroughtonmobility@mail.com

THE BOURTON ON THE 
WATER MOBILITY STORE
Lansdowne
Bourton on the Water GL54 2AR
01451 810088
bourtonmobility@mail.com

Shoes and slipper
Footcare appointments

Rise and recline furniture
Adjustable beds

Mobility scooters
Mobility scooter repairs

• Large range of Mobility Aids • PPE
• Hire services • Wheelchairs • Stairlifts 

MAKE LIFE EASIER

FREE HEARING HEALTH CHECK

NEW
ADDRESS
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Amherst
Landscaping & Tree Surgeons
• Professional tree surgeons
• Landscaping & Grounds maintenance
• All aspects of tree work
 by Qualified Staff from Surveys, Reports,
 Felling, Pruning, Planting
• Excavations & Clearance
• Hard and soft landscaping
• Driveways & Buildings - high pressure washing
• Weed Control
• Fencing
• Digger hire with operator, 1 - 13 ton
• Demolition with waste removed
• We sell topsoil & compost per ton, delivered

Telephone - 01793 772268
Mobile - 07921 856089
Greatfield, Swindon, SN4 8EQ
Fully insured, free estimates British Association of

Landscape Industries

Email - AmherstContractors@hotmail.co.uk

www.classicwindowswiltshire.co.uk

 A family business for over 30 years

WILLS & PROBATE
ESTATE TAX PLANNING
PROPERTY LAW
DIVORCE & FAMILY
PERSONAL INJURY
COMMERCIAL LAW
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE
PRIVATE LITIGATION
DISPUTE RESOLUTION

YOUR GLOUCESTERSHIRE SOLICITORS

www.seriousinjury.expert

www.daveylaw.co.uk
01285 654875

@Davey_law

Active Movement Therapy
Stay active, move with ease, be pain free

Soft Tissue Therapy to treat aches &
pains leading to improved posture,

function, movement & wellbeing

Jenny 01793 759192 / 07896 027016
115 High Street, Cricklade

www.activemovementtherapy.co.uk 10
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Appointments Mon - Fri: 9am- 6.30pm 
and Saturday: 9.30am - 12.00pm 

Royal                                 
Wootton Bassett   

01793 852458  

Scan to book your next appointment 
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services, which is heartening to hear. Thank you to everybody 
who took the trouble to attend the meetings or offer their 
services.
Leading up to Christmas, we had our fun tournament with 
mulled wine, mince pies and Santa Hats, and the club get-
together, this year is a curry night at Royal Wootton Bassett. (We 
still miss going to the Maharajah in Purton – somewhere the 
Tennis Club went on a regular basis!)
On the court, our A team is doing really well in the winter 
league**, and our B team is currently top in their division. The 
Purton men are also all top of the stats – so a lot of pride is at 
stake! The winter league runs until the end of February, and 
the summer season usually starts at the end of April. (Definitely 
something to look forward to!)  
**Winter league is mixed tennis with ladies/men’s and mixed 
doubles.
Social tennis will continue after the Christmas break and 
organised sessions are on Tuesday evenings and Sunday 
mornings. All are welcome.
Our winter maintenance programme is ongoing. Thanks to 
Simon and Neil for battling against the continual flow of falling 
leaves on the courts. The courts are also going to have a deep 
clean and repaint very soon as it is very important to keep the 
courts in good condition.
Our pavilion, which has stood for many years, needs some TLC 
so that is also on the cards.
We will also be replacing some more perimeter fencing and this 
is a task where all members can help, as sometimes it’s just a 
case of holding the fencing or painting a pole – and there is 
always coffee to be made!
January is a time when we renew our memberships and the 
notices will be sent out very soon by Jo, our new membership 
secretary. It is also a time of year when people set themselves 
little goals. Tennis is a game that can be enjoyed by anyone of 
all ages, ability, disability and standards. We have 2 fantastic 
coaches, Jon Bastin and Sid Falconer (who is deaf). Both 
coaches have excellent pedigrees and are LTA accredited. 
Please see our website if you would like to book a few lessons 
with either coach or should you be interested in joining Purton 
Tennis Club, then please get in touch.

Janet Saunders (secretary) janetcsaunders@gmail.com



Page 46

Groups are invited to submit forthcoming events in, for, and on 

behalf of the community Email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

Purton Placard
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Pips Community Café

Lou’s Hot Lunches
Happy New Year to you all!
We hope you all had a peaceful Christmas and are ready to welcome 
in 2023.
Here’s a list of what we have each Tuesday in January at Pips Cafe for 
Lou’s Hot Lunches. 
• Tuesday January 3rd - Home-made chicken casserole, mash, cauli 

cheese, broccoli & carrots. For pudding we will have something 
yummy with custard! 

• Tuesday January 10th - Steak Pie, mash, cabbage, cauli cheese, 
carrots and gravy. For pudding we will have something yummy 
with custard!

• Tuesday January 17th - Sausages, mash, green beans, carrots and 
cauli cheese. For pudding we will have something yummy with 
custard!

• Tuesday January 24th - Home-made Lasagne, tenderstem 
broccoli, carrots & garlic bread. For pudding we will have 
something yummy with custard!

• Tuesday January 31st - Roast gammon, roast potatoes, stuffing, 
roast parsnips, cauli cheese, broccoli, carrots, Yorkshire pud and 
gravy. For pudding we will have something yummy with custard!

These are generous servings so please bring your empty tummies! 
Main meals cost £5, and puds are only £2… you get a free drink when 
you buy both together! 
Served from 12 noon until 1.30 p.m., approx 20 servings of each are 
available and once they’re gone they’re gone! Takeaways are available 
but please supply your own plates and dishes. Deliveries could be 
available but will need to be arranged prior to the day. 
Anyone needing a lift on the day can use the Age Concern minibus, 
please contact Hazel on 01793 770862 to book. Each booked mini bus 
space guarantees you a meal. 
The usual delicious Pips menu will also be available too! 
Look forward to seeing you soon. 

Louise, Pips Community cafe volunteer
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A place I will 
always remember 

...Then I did potentially the 
most stupid thing I have ever 
done with all that jungle 
around... 

No matter how big or short a trip, travel 
often creates long lasting memories and 
allows us to share experiences with others.   
Research confirms that travel also makes 
us better citizens. We would be delighted 
to publish little stories from readers about 
places that you will always remember 
and especially why you will remember 
each place. Please feel free to contact us 
for further information, our details are on 
page 4..

Pucallpa, Peru - May 1979

Almost at the end of a six-week journey 
around Peru, Chile and Bolivia by bus, 
train and the occasional open truck, a 
small group of us arrived back in Lima. 
All that was left to do was to have a look 
at Amazonia. To do this, we needed to 
fly and we landed at Pucallpa in the 
evening.
Taking the bus to the hotel, it became 
evident that the town had the largest 
potholes on earth; driving was a real 
hazard. In fact, there was nothing smart 
about anything there. Naturally, three 
of us found a bar only to discover that 
the barman was worse for wear. We 
ordered three bottles and soon struck up 
a conversation with three locals. They 
then bought us a round and, so that the 
barman didn’t have to think later, picked 
up our three empties and put them on 
their table. This continued back-and-
forth for some time.
The next morning we bought essential 
supplies for a journey along the river 
into the rainforest. Although Pucallpa 
is on the Ucayali, a headwater of the 

Amazon, when we reached the riverside 
there was no quay, just a few small open 
boats tied to the bank. We chartered 
two, with boatmen. The first stop was at 
an indigenous settlement (I am certain 
it wasn’t a tourist spot; there were no 
other tourists in town). It was totally 
untouched by what we call civilisation. 
The ladies’ garb was extremely revealing 
and there was a row of dead monkeys 
hanging up ready for supper.
On to our al fresco overnight “hotel”. 
The first place we stopped at, one of the 
boatmen alighted with a heavy stick. 
Suddenly he was beating the ground 
and rushed back calling: ”snakes”. We 
moved on to a snakeless hotel. This 
consisted of a wall-less (but roofed) 
large wooden hut with the floor a metre 
above ground (remember the snakes!). 
And so passed a night in the middle of 
nowhere, cosy under our mosquito nets.
It was an uneventful cruise back to 
Pucallpa but on arrival I said that I 
would like to stay another night. So the 
rest of the group went back to Lima on 
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the evening plane while I went for a beer 
and got talking to two locals of about 
my age. Then I did potentially the most 
stupid thing I have ever done especially 
with all that jungle around – I accepted 
their invitation to drive to another bar. 
No problem, we had a pleasant evening 
and they dropped me back at my hotel.
On my extra day I had a good look 
around town and, in a supermarket, 
bought a souvenir, a glass bearing 
the shop’s name Autoservicio Los 
Andes. It carries a picture of a young 
lady paddling in the river (mind the 
piranhas!) with the mountains in the 
background, though they are nowhere 

near Pucallpa. Then I took a walk along 
the riverbank and out of town. I came 
to an inlet. There was a small boat there 
so I hopped in and it promptly sank. So 
I sat and let the forest enfold me. Then 
it was time to go back for the evening 
plane.
Today Pucallpa is a city of over 200,000 
people. The streets are paved properly 
and there are posh monuments. Was 
it as small as I remember? Well, the 
supermarket on my glass has a three-
digit phone number. And the people 
were so friendly.

Peter Sharp

Purton & District Probus Club

On Tuesday, 8th November, Peter Petrie from the Cheltenham Probus 
Club, gave us a talk on “The Man who Built Britain”. Thomas Telford 
was a self-taught, Scottish-born civil engineer, who, though he 
engaged himself in a greater range of engineering projects than any 
of his contemporaries, is not as easily called to mind as Brunel or 
Stephenson.
Born in 1757, in a hamlet near Dumfries, he began his career at 14 
years old as an apprentice to a stonemason. However, with self-
tuition and the help of contracts from wealthy patrons, such as 
William Pulteney and the Duke of Somerset, he eventually became a 
founder member and President of the Institute of Civil Engineers.
Telford’s greatest achievement was and is the world’s first suspension 
bridge sited across the Menai Strait, from near Bangor in North 
Wales to a village on the island of Anglesey, which now goes by the 
name of Menai Bridge. Completed in 1826 and still in use today, after 
almost 200 years, the bridge is a remarkable piece of engineering 
construction. Prior to its construction, crossing the Menai Strait 
had always been a dangerous endeavour. The four daily tides create 
treacherous waters in the Strait. In 1785 a ferry, in the face of a gale, 
sank with the loss of 54 lives from a headcount of fifty five. The 
swimming of cattle across the Strait, to the mainland, was yet being 
attempted, often with some loss.
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In 1800, Ireland was joined to Great Britain by the Act of Union. The 
rapid increase in travellers between London and Dublin, via the ferry 
from Holyhead, encouraged the government, in 1815, to pass an Act 
of Parliament to build the Holyhead road. Telford, known for his 
civil engineering in roads and bridges, was awarded the contract. 
After surveying the route from London to Holyhead, despite some 
mountainous country (Snowdonia & near Dublin), he proposed 
bridging the Menai Strait and designed a spectacular piece of 
Architecture.
Telford’s contribution to transport, in the building of roads, bridges 
and canals, mark the early years of the Industrial Revolution. 
Examples of his work, almost immeasurable in number, are spread 
throughout the length and breadth of the United Kingdom. His 
early years were spent in Scotland, developing and improving the 
roads and bridges to open up the more Mountainous Areas. At 25 
years of age he was working in London to improve Saint Catherine’s 
Dock and designed extensions to Somerset House. Two years later, 
at Portsmouth Dockyard, already being a Freemason, he created a 
Lodge-Room for the local Chapter. Pulteney bridge in Bath is named 
after Telford’s friend and sponsor. In 1788, he was elected Surveyor 
of Public Works in Shropshire with a remit to connect the canals and 
link up with those in Cheshire. On the Llangollen/Ellesmere canal 
he constructed the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, (the ‘stream in the sky’). 
In 1790 he built Montford Bridge to carry the Holyhead road over 
the Severn, one of many bridges in Shropshire. The same year he 
returned to Scotland to work with the British Fisheries Society on 
harbours and piers. It was here that he began the task of developing 
the Caledonian Canal, connecting lochs and designing a staircase 
of canal locks rising from near Fort William. The universal nature of 
Thomas Telford’s work is celebrated in a bridge over the river Conwy 
at Betws-y-Coed, often referred to as the Waterloo Bridge because it 
carries the date of the year 1815. Cast into its iron structure are the 
emblems of England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland; rose, thistle, leek 
and shamrock.
In 1817, in the role of Consultant Engineer to the Exchequer-Bill Loan 
Commissioners, he reorganised the completion of the Gloucester-
Sharpness Canal and saw it connected to the Stroudwater canal.
After a lifetime of dedication to civil engineering, Telford found his 
last resting place in Westminster Abbey, alongside the poets. In 1963, 
the new town of ‘Telford’ was given his name.
At our second meeting in November, on the 22nd, John McCartney, 
who had worked as an Executive Manager to Lord Stokes of British 
Leyland, gave a talk entitled ”Days that got a Whole Lot Worse”.
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Specialist in PVCU windows, doors,
patio doors, bi-folding doors

and conservatories.
White, Woodgrain, Woodgrain on white

or Coloured.

For a free quotation please call:
Jon Usher  01793 770596
Email: jonschanges@btInternet.com
Over 25 years experience
10 College Road, Purton, Swindon SN5 4AR

Changes
Jon’s

B. J. BROAD
Your Local Watch and Clockmaker

ESTABLISHED 1960
9 Vasterne Close,  Purton

Tel: 01793 771667
Watch and Clock Sales and Repairs

Battery Fitting
Free collection and delivery service

Call us today on: 01793 232546 or email: enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk
web: dwdunn.co.uk

Radiators/towel rails

Power-flushing

Upgrades

General Plumbing

Cookers & Fires

AGA/Rayburn

Gas, LPG and Oil boilers

Air-conditioning

Air-source Heat pumps

Bathrooms & Showers
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Cotswold Tree Surgeons
Qualified tree care specialists.   Established in 1979

For the best in tree care
• Pruning  • Hedges  • Planting Schemes  • Care of veteran trees

• Dangerous trees removed  • Advice and surveys  • Maintenance contracts
• Domestic tree work  • All our wood chip is recycled

Tel Keith Mills 01793 771742     www.cotswoldtreesurgeons.co.uk

WHO can you trust to fix your washing machine quickly?

D&M SERVICES
Established 1975

 42 years experience
 Small family business
 Same day - next day service
 Free telephone quotations
 All work guaranteed

DIY Parts Service

SWINDON 01793 613079
121 Upham Road, Old Walcot, Swindon SN3 1DP

Repairs & Servicing to all
leading makes of
Washing Machines &
Tumble Driers including
Hoover, Hotpoint

Full range of Hotpoint/Bosch washing
machines at Superstore Prices.

Free delivery, installation &
removal of old machine.

Call Now to compare our Prices

No VAT

• Cirencester  • T
etbury

• Faringdon  • Swindon

• Purton  • Cricklade

• Malmesbury  • Marlborough

HOTPOINT

Greg & Vicki would like to welcome you to

The Bell Inn
Purton Stoke

Serving food:
Tues - Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm

Sunday 12-3pm
Bank Holiday Mondays 12-2pm

01793 770434    www.bellinnpurtonstoke.com

8 Station Road, Purton
COMPTON WELDING   est. 1969

STEEL FABRICATIONS
GATES & RAILINGS
JULIETTE BALCONIES

WROUGHT IRONWORK
FIRE ESCAPES
SITE WELDING ETC.

TEL (01793) 770742

email: info@comptonwelding.co.uk
www.comptonwelding.co.uk
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LOGS by SOUTHERN FORESTRY
Seasoned logs for open fires and wood burning stoves.

Supplied loose, in nets and dumpy bags.
1 cu m £120

1½ cu m £180
2 cu m £240

Call Keith Mills
01793 771742

 
Broad Town, Wootton Bassett and Dauntsey 

Tel: 07946 895104  
Repair, service and sales : All makes and models 

Cylinder, rotary and ride on mowers : Strimmers 
Hedge cutters : Chain saws : Rotovators : Leaf blowers 
Petrol disc cutters : Tool repairs : Blade sharpening etc. 

 

Prompt efficient service : Collection and Delivery service available 
Email: info@goldboroughgardenmachinery.com 

www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com 
or find us on Facebook 
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Broad Town, 
Royal Wootton Bassett

Tel: 01793 547027 
Mobile: 07946 895104

www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com

Repairs, service and sales. 
Cylinder, rotary and ride-on mowers, 

Strimmers, Hedge cutters, Chain 
saws, Rotovators, Leaf blowers, Petrol 

disc cutters, Tool repairs - handle 
replacements and Blade sharpening etc.

Suppliers of quality new and 
used garden machinery. 

Showroom now open.
Prompt, efficient service. Collection 

and delivery service available
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&PC Doctor Dan
115 High Street, Cricklade

Tel: 01793 759192   Mob: 07890 377517

Home & Business Computing

Free pick-up and drop-off service
Purchasing advice, setup and installation
Secure wireless and home networking
Share files, photos, music and printers
Virus and spyware detection and removal
Training to meet your specific needs
Hardware/ software repairs and upgrades
Improve PC performance and reliability
Create backups to protect key information
Consultancy and managed service options

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

1 cu. m £85 / 1½ cu. m £120
2 cu. m £150

David Hodges
Plumbing and Heating

Oil Boiler Installation, Commissioning, Servicing
Bathrooms, En-suites, Radiators, Towel Rails
 Taps, Ball Valves, Loft Tanks, Kitchen Sinks
Outside Taps, Hot Water Cylinders & More

Please call for a free estimate
or advice

07747 672102
email:  david-hodges@live.co.uk

Established 1999
_______________________________________________________

Curtains  -  Pelmets  -  Blinds
Cushions  -  Accessories  -  Covers

Fabrics  -  Trimmings  -  Linings
Poles  -  Rails  -  Tracks

John gave us half-a-dozen or so amusing stories about some of the 
more unfortunate occasions in the motor industry when things did 
not always go according to plan, for example: An early computer-
generated component list, from a well-proportioned lady keyboard 
operator, which resulted in the production of a Triumph Spitfire 
motor-car with wire wheels in the front and solid wheels at the back; 
an “End of the Assembly Line” car-wash enthusiast who accelerated 
through a solid brick wall; a Massey Ferguson combine harvester 
which harvested the exhibition tent (fortunately no-one was hurt), 
and a top-end Rover saloon that ripped up the new carpet of the 
Dorchester hotel in Park Lane. It was a very entertaining morning!
Anyone who has experience of the Birmingham-area car industry of 
the 60s and 70s will take pleasure in remembering the satisfaction of 
being employed in Production Engineering at that time.
The Purton and District Probus Club meets every second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m. in Hook Village Hall. January ‘23 
Programme: 10th – The Mighty DC3. 24th – Amusing & Amazing 
Moments dealing with Disaster. Visitors and new members are always 
welcome.

Bob Stevens

Church Floodlighting

Dec 3 St Mary’s was floodlit in loving memory of Jake Smith 
on his 32nd birthday. Very much loved and missed by all 
his family and friends.

Dec 31/Jan 1 Happy New Year to all Purtonians
Jan 8 St Mary’s will be floodlit for Bob Wightman MBE, on the 111th 

anniversary of his birth and in celebration of his life. Dearly loved 
and sadly missed by Roderick, Mark and Ben and all the Wightman 
family.

Jan 20 St Mary’s will be floodlit in memory of John Cook. Very much loved 
and missed by Sue, Emma, Lucy, Jonathan and their families.

For January, the floodlighting bookings will start at 5.30pm and the lights will stay on 
until 10pm. Details for other months will be published in the next magazine.
Contact Libbie if you would like the Church floodlit and a tribute published in the 
magazine. At least one month’s notice is needed if possible. The cost will be £20 per 
evening. Please contact Libbie for further details on 771018.
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&PC Doctor Dan
115 High Street, Cricklade

Tel: 01793 759192   Mob: 07890 377517

Home & Business Computing

Free pick-up and drop-off service
Purchasing advice, setup and installation
Secure wireless and home networking
Share files, photos, music and printers
Virus and spyware detection and removal
Training to meet your specific needs
Hardware/ software repairs and upgrades
Improve PC performance and reliability
Create backups to protect key information
Consultancy and managed service options

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

1 cu. m £85 / 1½ cu. m £120
2 cu. m £150

David Hodges
Plumbing and Heating

Oil Boiler Installation, Commissioning, Servicing
Bathrooms, En-suites, Radiators, Towel Rails
 Taps, Ball Valves, Loft Tanks, Kitchen Sinks
Outside Taps, Hot Water Cylinders & More

Please call for a free estimate
or advice

07747 672102
email:  david-hodges@live.co.uk

Established 1999
_______________________________________________________

Curtains  -  Pelmets  -  Blinds
Cushions  -  Accessories  -  Covers

Fabrics  -  Trimmings  -  Linings
Poles  -  Rails  -  Tracks
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3030

dkhaines68@gmail.comdkhaines68@gmail.com

We welcome submissions for publication in the next edition of Purton 
Magazine from the local community and from readers further afield. Copy 
deadline is the 10th of each month. Please email mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Visit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk for previous issues of our village magazine, 
and our advertisers’ database for local businesses. We welcome submissions for 

publication in the February issue. Our copy deadline is the 10th January, 
please email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

As this year’s Children in Need night 
fundraiser, 1st Purton and Lydiard Scout 
troop hosted a bingo night for the Scouts 
and their families on Friday the 18th 
November.
The evening started off with the guests 
being greeted by Peter at the door and 
donating £5 for a Scout and one adult, 
and an extra £1 per additional guest. 
Some Scouts just bought the one parent, 
but one Scout came along with both 
their parents, their sibling and their 
sibling’s partner!
Alongside the Bingo fundraising 
element, parents were invited to bring 
along raffle prize donations, with tickets 
being sold for £1 a strip by Caleb whilst 
everyone was waiting for the bingo 
cards to be handed out. These generous 
donations ranged from a wooden cheese 
plate to three feet of Oreos, and from 
a mini chest of drawers to scented 
candles.
Once everyone was seated, the first 
of the evening’s three different bingo 
cards were distributed by bingo callers 
Boyd and Chrissie. With the first round 
promptly getting underway for a line, 
everyone was focussed on their cards, 
except the leaders who were separating 
and folding the 400 raffle tickets in the 
kitchen. Using a downloaded bingo app, 
Boyd called out the numbers until the 

Eyes down for Scout Bingo
first row was completed, verified, and 
the happy winner was rewarded with a 
bag of Quality Street. The first full house 
was soon won with the winner given 
free choice of the raffle prizes, probably 
the best prize of the night! The next 
two games continued with no single 
person winning more than one prize. 
The tension in the hall grew as one game 
went down to the last few numbers 
before someone finally called “BINGO!”
After the bingo there was a short 
hot drink, biscuit and squash break 
prepared by Liz and Marie, which the 
guests enjoyed while admiring the 
bingo prizes on offer. A few more tickets 
were sold then the draw got underway. 
Some families did particularly well 
on the ‘choose your prize’ raffle, with 
some winning up to five prizes, but 
it appeared that the vast majority of 
ticket holders won at least one of the 
30+ prizes up for grabs. After the draw 
while the parents were admiring their 
bountiful gains, the Scouts helped to put 
the chairs and tables away neatly and 
efficiently, and tidied away any rubbish.
The evening was a great success with 
£185 being raised for Children in Need, 
and everyone had an enjoyable evening 
at the bingo.
Caleb Williams, Scout Sectional Assistant
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Purton Foodbank Centre 

If you need help, please telephone so we can 
arrange a food parcel for you.

Tel: 01666 826 982

Friday mornings 10:30 - 11:30am
Methodist Hall, Purton

Malmesbury & District  Foodbank
Town Hall, Cross Hayes, Malmesbury, SN16 9BZ
Tel: 01666 826982
Email: info@malmesburydistrict.foodbank.org.uk
Web: malmesburydistrict.foodbank.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1157896 Registered in England & Wales

FOODBANK
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Poetry Corner

The Road in the Clouds
The Bealach nam Bo a lonely road which starts at Applecross

It rises gently at the start all verged with bush and moss.
We took the road in all good faith, the day was misty grey.

The single lane made travel slow and often hid the way.
As slowly winding to the crest all sombre was our view,
We circled slowly up and up, the passers-by were few.

The darkened sky, the colour changed from grey to midnight blue,
And ever deepening purple shades that seep in murky hue.

 
The misty clouds hung soft on high and broke the sombre lift.
They lingered in diluted shrouds that nature could not shift.
 But still the winding road we took. Our world began to fade.

Yet constant in our upward course more wonders were displayed.
At last, the pinnacle was reached. We trembled now in space,

And time had ceased to make its mark. We’d left the human race.
The world below had disappeared, diminished, lost in time.

The magnetism of the heights a blessed paradigm.
 

As eagles soar in open space so did our spirits fly,
Rhetoric has no words to tell the joy that passed us by.

And then, as if a gracious hand had made the dark drift by,
We saw the hills of Applecross, the Cuillins too of Skye.

Such beauty was magnificent a mesmerising sight.
We gazed in silence from afar until the waning light.

The long way down now lay ahead with sharply twisted bends.
We traversed slowly back to earth, our dreams now secret friends.

Jacky Parker

DISCLAIMER
Contributions to Purton Magazine are welcome for consideration, the contributor’s name 
and address must be supplied (but may be withheld on request). Copyright must be agreed 
for publication in this magazine - especially those recognisable in photographs. Opinions 
expressed in the Magazine are solely those of the respective contributors. Contributions are 
to be written concisely and we reserve the right to edit contributions and advertisements. 
Submissions received after the copy deadline will only be included at the editors’ discretion 
and if space allows. Articles and information relating to the Parish of Purton and relevant to 
its residents, will be given priority. Advertising is accepted in good faith and does not imply 
the Magazine’s endorsement of the product or service.
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 ROUTINE & COSMETIC
DENTISTRY

 CONVENTIONAL & INVISIBLE
BRACES

 SMILE MAKEOVERS
 DENTURE WORK
 EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

AVAILABLE
Nigel Masters BDS DPDS

1 Church Street, Purton, Swindon, SN5 4DS
Tel: 01793 770532

csdental@btInternet.com
www.csdental.co.uk

A PERSONAL, FRIENDLY &
CARING SERVICE
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01249 890794/07305 411004
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Index to Advertisers
Please mention Purton Magazine when contacting advertisers

Amazing Glazing 
window cleaning _______ 17
Amherst Contractors ___ 44
Aspen Fencing 
Services _____________ 20
Bell Inn, Purton Stoke __ 8
Booth & Son Welding ___24
Building land wanted ___ 13
Butcher’s Electrical 
Services & Technology ___2
Casa Colina 
holiday villa ___________ 13
Chimney Mechanics 
(Sweep etc) ____________ 8
Church Street 
Dentist _______________57
Compton Welding _____ 20
Connect 2 _____________57
Cotswold Tree 
Surgeons______________ 51
Cricklade Osteopaths ____2
Cricklade School 
of Motoring __________ 20
Crimestoppers _________53
Dora’s Dairy ____________7
DS Plumbing 
& Heating ____________ 20
DW Dunn Ltd, 
plumbing & heating ____18
Ekins & Co 
Accountancy & Tax _____ 8
Forrester Sylvester Mackett 
Solicitors __________ back

George 
Veterinary Group ______ 44
Gloucestershire 
water softeners _____ back
GO Driving School ______ 17
Gogglebox TV repair _____7
Goldborough Garden 
Machinery ____________ 51
Gough Construction ____ 8
Haines Fencing 
& Landscaping ________53
Haskins Garage _______ 40
Hulbert & Woodall 
Print ________________ 40
In Touch Design 
& Print _______________ 17
Jon’s Changes PVCu 
windows etc ___________ 51
Learning Curve 
Day Nursery ___________59
LH Vehicle 
Damage Repairs _______18
Malmesbury & District 
Foodbank ____________ 20
Mark Manning builder __ 8
Matthew Scott 
Landscape Services ______7
Mobility Store ________ 43
Morris Owen chartered 
accountants ____________2
MyWilts 
reporting App ________ 44

New Road Garage ______ 17
NWDS Pest Control _____ 17
NTR Garden Services ____7
Oaksview Tree & 
Garden Services ________57
Paul Thrush Plumbing 
& Maintenance ________ 17
PC Dr Dan Computing ___53
The Pear Tree 
events venue __________24
Pips Community Cafe __ 40
Purton Community 
Fridge ________________ 13
Purton Farm Shop ______ 8
Purton Vets ____________7
Purton Village Hall _____18
Purton War Memorial & 
Village Centre Charity ___ 17
Simply Stairlifts _____ back
Southern 
Forestry Logs __________ 51
Tom Beeby 
garden services ________18
Vision Visit 
mobile eyecare _______ 43
Wheatfield Consulting 
cyber security _________59
Wildcat Law ___________59
Windowology ___________7
Wootton Bassett 
Service Station _________ 13
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o Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service
(eg landlord inspection reports).

o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered
by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.

o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.
o Home Automation Systems - Turn on your lights

or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –

Save up to 10% of your electricity bill
o Telecommunications and Data Networks.

Tel: (01793) 771167
Mobile: 07795 832087

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk
Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural
and Equine Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998
www.themaharajah.co.uk

Email: khalique@themaharajah.co.uk

6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire SN5 4AA

Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

Tel: 01793 771 720
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Your local Solicitor for:
• Business disputes
• LPAs, Trusts, Wills & 

Inheritance issues
• Family law

Cyber Security
We specialise in small and 
medium business support.
Call Andy today for a free 
telephone consultation

• Cyber Awareness 
Training 

• Cyber Risk 
Assessments 

• Business System 
Planning 

• Cyber Security 
Consultancy

07764 318417
wheatfieldfoxconsulting.co.uk04
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Stay safe in your home


