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Chartered accountants
Business advisers
Chartered tax advisers
Independent nancial advisers
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chartered accountants, business advisers and more…

Find out what makes
Morris Owen more
than just accountants

•

Smarthome Solution Design
and Implementation

Contact Jenna Wheeler on

•

Multi-room audio, CCTV and
alarm systems

•

Car charging points
(OLEV Grant approved)

•

Domestic, commercial, equestrian
and agricultural electrical contractors
and engineers

•

Landlord inspection, testing and
certification service

•

Part P approved with 6 year
warranty on domestic work

01793 603900 or email
jenna.wheeler@morrisowen.com

Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity of
non-contentious probate in England and Wales by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered with the Chartered Institute of Taxation
as a rm of chartered tax advisers.

09/22

03/22

www.morrisowen.com

Tel: 01793 771167 Mobile: 07795 832087
www.butcherselectrical.co.uk

Purton Contacts

Wiltshire Councillor
Jacqui Lay
770704
Doctor
Purton Surgery
770207
Dental Surgery
Church Street
770532
Junior Church
Mary Hodges
770505
Library
Librarians
770870
(Tuesdays 2.00-7.00pm)
Museum
Marion Hobbs
770185
Police/Fire/Ambulance
Emergencies
999
Police
Non-emergency
101
Age Concern Minibus
Hazel Woodbridge
770862
Purton Parish Council
Deborah Lawrence
771066
Purton Silver Threads
Lindsey Hall
771890
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery
Purton Vets
771869
Pips Community Café
Duty volunteers
07498 526872
(Tuesday-Friday 9am-4.30pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm)
www.facebook.com/purtoncommunitycafe/

Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School
Secretary
770570
Pear Drops at Playclose
Sarah Grigg
950159
Pear Drops Pre-School
Sarah Grigg
978536
(formerly Under 5s’)
St Mary’s Primary School
Office
770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian
email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk
Tweedie-Smith
Tel: 770077 (773031 emergencies only)
Curate: Revd Judith Wells
email: judithwells36@googlemail.com
Tel: 770627
Wardens
Sandra Horsnall: 770157
Jane Smith: 772422
Administrator: Rosie Harris administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages
in the centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister:
Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw, Royal Wootton
Revd Shirlyn Toppin
Bassett SN4 8LT
Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Priest: Revd Father
Tel: 852366
Lucas Rodrigues
Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon, Tues, Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest:
Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church
Father Michael Robertson
Services: Holy Days 7.00pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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From the Editors
March is the first official month of spring
when the cold and wet shackles of
winter can finally be left behind as the
focus in unerringly forward. Indoors
many begin spring cleaning which these
days also seems to include decluttering
in preparation for the coming months.
Outdoors the bulbs are in full flower and
the grass is starting to grow – it must
be exciting for gardeners, encouraged
to get started again with all the promise
of future crops and displays. On page 19
we learn that the Purton Annual Flower
Arts Craft and Produce show will be held
in August in the village hall, providing
the perfect stage for showing off your
achievements.
Following the article last month seeking
volunteers to help uncover the original
stone wall at the top of Hoggs Lane,
work has already started and an update
appears on page 10. Some classic
stonework is being revealed although
the results are hardly something that
could be displayed at the Flower show.
Becoming a victim of your own success
does seem particularly unfair, especially
when it is a voluntary enterprise. Pips,
our local community café has moved
into the Silver Threads Hall on the High
Street next to the war memorial and
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New Purton Parish
Councillors have been
co-opted recently.
See page 6

has been rewarded with lots of new
customers. The team has also focused
on local suppliers and the list of local
produce appears on page 21 while extra
volunteers would help to deal with all
the extra customers in a more timely
fashion. Food is also featured on page 12
with the return of the Lent lunches being
held on the four Wednesdays in March.
Our nature correspondent writes on
page 31 about Liddington Hill being a
special attraction for local birdwatchers
in spring when many varieties appear
on migration. While wintering Fieldfares
are already flying north to breed, the
mountain blackbird (aka the Ring Ouzel,
another thrush species) is stopping off
on its annual journey from its wintering
haunts in Spain and Northwest Africa.
As usual, we have several articles from
village schools and guiders reporting on
ideas taught and activities undertaken.
So the last editorial word must go to the
child who, 10 years ago (on page 25) was
reported as commenting that “Everyone
should have a grandmother, especially
if you don’t have television because they
are the only grownups who like to spend
time with us.” Out of the mouths of
babes and sucklings!

3.14

March 14th is Pi Day,
celebrating the wonder
of mathematics.
See page 32
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Clues this month in
our local-themed mini
crossword.
See page 52

Purton Parish Council News
Community Volunteer Award
Thank you to all who nominated their
community hero. We are truly blessed
to have such wonderful people in our
community. The Council will present the
trophy and certification to the winner at
their Annual Parish Meeting to be held
on Monday 4th April 2022 commencing
at 7.30pm. All welcome, refreshments
will be provided.
Council Meetings – March 2022
Council meeting: Monday 14th March
Recreation Committee meeting Monday
21st March
Burials and Cemetery Management
Monday 21st March – following
recreation
Purton Institute and Village Hall
Monday 28th March.
IMPORTANT COVID restrictions – prebooked attendance only through the
office.
Agendas are posted on our notice
boards (Purton Village Hall and
Pavenhill Shops) and our website www.
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Purton Youth Club
Purton Parish Council continues to
support and fully fund the running of
our very own Youth Club. All Purton
resident children are welcome. For more
information please call 07715681950
or email danielleb@therisetrust.org
Wednesday at the Purton Village Hall
7.00-8.30pm, Year 7 and above.

New Councillors
The Parish Council are
delighted to announce
the co-option of two new
councillors. January saw
Andrew Corbett join us and
February Charlotte Young.
Welcome.
Community Engagement
As part of the forthcoming
community engagement
programme for 2022-23
we will be working on a list of events
within the village to include Easter, the
Queen’s Jubilee and Christmas. As soon
as details have been confirmed we will
be advertising throughout the village.
Watch this space!
As part of this year’s programme
we are working on a comprehensive
questionnaire asking the community
their personal opinions on what matters.
Planning Applications
Planning applications received are
discussed under Council agenda on the
second Monday of each month. Purton
Parish Council is a consultee only and
the final decisions are made by the
planning authority which is Wiltshire
Council. Details of applications are
posted on our website should you wish
to view or through the Wiltshire Council
portal link also on our site. Applications
to be considered at our meetings will
be posted on our agenda, which can
be located on our notice boards and
website.
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07887724399
Matthew Scott NCH
Delicious
Delights
Garden & Landscape Services

Catherine Clark, BSc (Hons)
MCFHP, MAFHP

Catering for weddings,
Including Fencing, Decking,
parties and corporate
groups.
Patios & Walling

Treatment of hard skin, corns, fungal nails,
thickened and ingrown nails plus routine
toe nail cutting and filing in the comfort of
your own home

Served from our doorPruning,
to your table

NOW AVAILABLE IN PURTON

KatherineMobile:
Young 07909 671501
t: 01793 770486
e:cyoung65@btInternet.com
Tel/Fax:
01793 772986

02/23

Tel:
01793
812738

 In Home Estimates
 In House Repair
 All repairs guaranteed

For all aspects of Garden Care,

07/22

TV Tuning & Set Ups

or visit www.highworthfootcare.com
for more information

M. LAWRENCE
PILATES
Green
Mann
Garden
ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTOR
with
Shauna Wheeldon
Services
17 Vasterne
Close, Purton

TV & VIDEO REPAIRS
GOGGLEBOX
TV & VIDEO
REPAIR
SERVICE

01793 936845 / 07741 457860

11/22

02/23

Also available:Clearance & Turfing
Wedding,
Celebration & All
Birthday
Free Quotations,
JobsCakes
Considered

l

Domestic
Rewirefrom September
Returning to
Silver Threads
Wiring forand
Extensions
Maintenance
Renovation.
Thursday evening
andHeating
7.15pm classes
Electric6.00pm
Storage
Contact
Spaces
areSockets
limited Toby
and
be
Extra
andmust
Lights
(RHS,booked
City & Guilds
qualified)
in advance
Security
Lighting
If you are interested or would like to find out more
Tel: 771084
information please contact me on:
greenmanngardens@gmail.com
Mobile:
07743or128222
shauna.wheeldon@gmail.com
Tel: 07717 560296

01793 778069 / 07972 250878

Do you need Finance & Admin Support?
Business growing and don't have the time or experience?
We are qualified accountants with over 20 years’ experience in industry.
Providing day to day tasks such as invoicing, data entry & bank reconciliations
Dora’s
to budgeting & forecasting. Regular weekly or monthly
support to Dairy
one-off tasks
or projects. Contact us today to find out how we can support your business.

Contact
Williams
07914835772
77Sadie
High
Street,
Raw and pasteurised milk
or e-mail:
sadie@harwoodandpartners.co.uk
Purton, SN5 4AB

Quarry Farm,
The Hyde, Purton,
Swindon,
Plumbing
SN5&4EAHeating
• Bathroom/kitchen
Web: dorasdairy.co.ukrefits,
• Central heating systems.
Email: dairymaid@dorasdairy.co.uk
Free quotations/estimates.
Tel: 07453 348560
Emergency
callouts.

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk
Quality Builders
MARK MANNING

L

Neil Farr

12/22

Tel 07980 309877

manningmarka@sky.com

02/23

Garden walls • patios • drives
• pointing • plastering • roofing
• new chimneys built and repaired
• extensions • loft conversions
Alterations & free advice.

gs
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Foot Health Professional
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Tel: 01793 526207
Mob: 077 99 59 57 01

or e-mail: sadie@harwoodandpartne

Wessex Construction

Chimney
MechanicsLtd

Extensions,
Renovations
Quality Builders
Kitchens,
Bathrooms
MARK
MANNING
Replacement
& •Windows
Garden wallsDoors
• patios
drives

Chimney sweeping,
12 High Street,
Purton
Pots, cowls & bird-guards,
& stack repairs,
SwindonRepointing
SN5 4AA
Stoves, liners & fireplaces
Tel 01793
771022
Wood-burner
installation

• pointing • plastering • roofing
theand
NHBC
• newMember
chimneysofbuilt
repaired
• extensions • loft conversions
Alterations
& free
advice.
Tel: 01793
772402

Mob:
07767684347
Tel 07980
309877

07/22

02/23

HETAS registered
ww.purtondentalpractice.co.uk

01793 771782
Full Range of Dental Care

manningmarka@sky.com

ding Crowns,
Bridges, Veneers
Kaileigh & Guy Tasker welcome you to
hite Fillings & Tooth Whitening

The Bell Inn, Purton Stoke

Serving
award-winning
homemade food & drink
races for
Adults
and Children
Including

07/22

Tues-Sat 12-2pm
& 6-9pm, Sundays 12-4pm.
riendly Relaxed
Atmosphere
Bookings are advised. Tel: 01793 770434

www.bellinnpurtonstoke.co.uk info@thebellpurtonstoke.co.uk

p Cooke BDS Gina Cooke RDH

Wiltshire Council fund a not-for-profit
loanInstallation
scheme for homeowners.*
Woodburner

To book a no-obligation assessment, or for more
CLIFFORDS
information, visit www.lendology.org.uk

or call 01823 461099.
BUILDING SERVICES

04/22

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU
Extensions
Kitchens & Bathrooms
*subject to eligibility

All Property Maintenance

g
kin

Contact Luke on 07766 953975 seven days a week

Red House Club
March 4th. Race Night

City
and Guilds
qualified
with
March
11th.
AutobBand(Live)
40 years experience, fully insured.
March
25th.
Biominal
(Live) Inc.
For all your
small plumbing
needs:

80s Fancy Dress party
 Toilets
 Taps
 Leaks
Smart
Comfortable Surroundings
 Overflows
withGood
Beer and Good Company.
Showers
 Washing
machine/
So why
not join?
dishwasher installations
Quiz
Nights:
every
Sunday
8pm
Tel: Gary
Sealey
07966
054276

03/22

Lendology CIC work in partnership with Wiltshire
Council to deliver the council subsidised loan scheme.
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide you
through the process of applying.

✰ Shed or garage bases
✰ Shingle drives
& patios
✰ Trees felled &
ground clearance
✰ Fencing & hedging
✰ Logs for sale

Semi-Retired
Local
Plumber

If you have lived in your home for over 5 years and:
Stoves, liners
& fireplaces fitted
• Are over 60; or
Pots, cowls
& receipt
birdguards
• Are in
of State Benefits; or
• Havesweeping
children under 16 living with you.
Chimney
You may
be eligible for a home improvement
Stack
repairs
loan to keep your home warm, safe, and suitable
HETAS registered
for your needs.

01793 771782

01/23

Prevention & Hygienist

✰ General
Groundwork
✰ Brickwork
✰ Conservatory
foundations & walls
✰ Block paved
driveways & patios

Open all day Saturdays and Sundays
Phone 07493 317709
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Permission Granted Applications
• PL/2021/06368 - 18 Locks Lane, The
Common Purton SN5 4HD - Two
story extension to existing dwelling,
comprising two bedrooms and a
bathroom upstairs, and a kitchen
or reception room downstairs.
Single detached garage for existing
dwelling. New detached fourbedroom dwelling in place of
existing workshop. Single garage for
new dwelling.
• PL/2021/09073 - 10 Battlewell,
Purton SN5 4BT - Proposed single
storey side extension. Proposed
loft conversion with front pitched
dormer, 1No. rooflight to front and
3No. rooflights to rear elevation.
• PL/2021/05011 - 89 Reids Piece,
Purton SN5 4BA - Proposed two
storey rear extension.
• PL/2021/11824 - 16 Church Path,
Purton SN5 4DR - T1 catalpa. Fell
due to shading of other species and
of allotment vegetable beds. The
tree is of poor form also.
• PL/2021/09922 - Hooks Hill,
Purton SN5 4AS - The extension,
alteration, and refurbishment of
25 flats to include the addition of 4
new dwellings. The proposal also
includes minor alterations to the
facades and external landscaping
works to include new vehicle
parking, bicycle and bin storage and
footpaths.
• PL/2021/07478 - Widham Grove, 25
Widham, Purton SN5 4EW - Removal
of asbestos tiles on roof and small
porch. Re-baton and fit membrane
and replace tiles with Spanish slate.

•

•

•

•

•

PL/2021/06367 - 4 Common
Platt, Purton SN5 5JY - Erection
of dwelling (reserved matters
application following outline
consent 18/08290/OUT)
PL/2021/07377 - 4 Jewels Ash,
Purton SN5 4DW - Two storey rear
extension.
PL/2021/09673 - 60 Ringsbury Close,
Purton SN5 4DF - Erection of single
storey extension to rear of dwelling.
PL/2021/10899 - 43B High Street,
Purton SN5 4BB - Proposed single
storey rear extension & extension to
roof & loft conversion.
PL/2021/10898 - 8 Orchard Gardens,
Purton SN5 4EJ - Single storey rear
extension

Refused Application for Noting
Key View, Stoke Common Lane, Purton
Stoke SN5 4JG - Extension to side and
rear with link building to garage and
conversion of garage.
Hall Hire, Charity Buildings
We are still operating our hall hire
during the latest restrictions imposed,
however, limited numbers and COVID
cleaning in place. Full details are
available on request.
If you would like to hire a hall, please
give us a ring or email lesley.miles@
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Full Council details can be found on our
website www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.
uk.
Telephone number 01793 771066,
email address: deborah.lawrence@
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk We also
hold Facebook and Twitter accounts
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On our website you can sign up to
receive regular updates which will keep
you informed of matters happening in
and around the village such as planning

information and road closures etc.
Please have a look at the site
www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk and
sign up today.

Volunteers needed to help at Purton Library
We are looking for local people to get
involved as volunteers at Purton Library.
Our Community Library Volunteers
operate the library during opening
hours. As more volunteers get involved,
we hope to extend the opening times
back to pre-Pandemic levels.
This is a great role if you have a few
hours to spare twice a month, enjoy
meeting people of all ages and have a
love of books and reading.
Our volunteers provide a friendly
welcome to all visitors and assist
them with using the library services.
This includes dealing with enquiries;
assisting with the self-service machines;

shelving the stock and helping
customers to log onto the public
computers.
If possible, we are looking for volunteers
who can be flexible and are able to do at
least two sessions per month. Please see
below for the current volunteer operated
opening hours. All volunteer sessions
are within these opening hours:
Tuesdays 2.00 - 7.00pm
If you are interested in volunteering at
Purton Library and would like further
details about the Community Library
Volunteer role please contact Jane Hunt
either on 01225 713792 or by email at
jane.hunt@wiltshire.gov.uk

Hoggs Lane update
Many thanks to those who answered my
plea for volunteers. I am pleased to say
that work has commenced, and the main
part of the standing wall featured in my
photograph in the February issue (pages
21 and 22) is beginning to look much
better, but there is still a long way to go!
I am hoping that amongst the readers
of this piece there may be someone or
who knows someone with knowledge
of stone wall construction. Some parts
of the wall have clearly been filled
presumably with a lime mortar of
something similar and other parts seem

to be like a ‘dry stone’ wall, and it would
be great to have some expert clarity.
The initial clearing has exposed a piece
of the wall that has toppled backwards
towards the field, and it would be great
if eventually this could be repaired.
If you would like to join me, please
either just knock at the side door, phone
770862 or send me an email at wilts.
trotonlanes@gmail.com - I look forward
to hearing from you.
Many thanks, Hazel Woodbridge,
Hafawey House
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Outreach Purton
Cricklade Foodbank
The Malmesbury and District Foodbank
have set up a Food Bank in Cricklade. It
is open every Friday morning between
10.00am and 11.30am. The Foodbank is
situated in the Jenner Hall, Bath Road,
Cricklade SN6 6AX.
Clients are met by one of the friendly
volunteers and offered a cup of tea
or coffee and a chance to chat with a
volunteer. If clients have any issues of a
confidential nature, there is a separate
room for private conversations.
We have some information leaflets
which may be helpful to clients. These
leaflets have contact details of relevant
organisations which are experts in their
field.

Anyone can access the Foodbank. It is
preferable if you have a referral from
a designated referrer. The referrers in
Purton are; St Mary’s Church, St Mary’s
School and Bradon Forest School.
However, we will never turn away
anyone in genuine need. You can also
contact the Foodbank direct (details
below) and we will be able to organise a
voucher.
Tel: 01666 826982 (we will call you back)
Email: cricklade@malmesbury district.
foodbank.org.uk
Visit the website: malmesbury district.
foodbank.org.uk
Heather Ponting-Bather, Wiltshire
Together Champion, Outreach Purton
helpline 772954

Church Floodlighting
St Mary’s was floodlit in memory of Ray Suddaby.
Loved always by his wife Pat.
Feb 24 St Mary’s was floodlit to celebrate the 60th Wedding Anniversary of
Graham and Jean Simpkins. With love from all the family.
March 6 St Mary’s will be floodlit in memory of Pierce Bolger on what would
have been his 79th birthday. Dearly loved and so terribly missed by
Ruth, Sarah, Charlotte, Gina and their families.
March 19 St Mary’s will be floodlit in loving memory of my dear husband
Robert Totterdell, 1941-2009. Always in our hearts. Jean, Mark, Simon
and Rebecca.
For March, floodlighting bookings will start at 5.00pm and the lights will stay on until
10.00pm. Details for other months will be published in the next magazine.
Contact Libbie if you would like the Church floodlit and a tribute published in the
magazine. At least one month’s notice is needed if possible. The cost will be £20 per
evening. Please contact Libbie for further details on 771018.
Feb 22
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Purton Amateur Dramatic Society (PADS)
2022 Pantomime - Merlin
Sadly, and to the great disappointment
of all involved, at the very end of 2021
PADS had to make the difficult decision
to postpone the performance of our
pantomime, due to the rapid increase
in cases of the Omicron variant. This
decision was made for many reasons,
not least due to concerns for the health
and safety of the cast, crew and our
valued audience. At the time, we were
not aware of what the future would
hold, and it was difficult to commit to
another date. However, now that we
appear to be over the worst, and the
Government is considering fully lifting
all restrictions a month early, we have
been able to reschedule, and now intend
to perform the pantomime over the final
weekend in November 2022. Sorry you’ll
have to wait a while, but please put the
following dates in your diary, and keep
your fingers firmly crossed that this time
COVID will not get in the way!
Thursday 24 Nov 2022 7.30pm.
Friday 25 Nov 2022 7.30pm.
Saturday 26 Nov 2022 2.30pm. (Matinée)
Saturday 26 Nov 2022 7.30pm.

Medieval Murder Mystery
Following the well-received performance
of our latest murder mystery, at
St. Mary’s Church, Purton, on 13th
November, we are pleased to announce
that we will be performing this play
again on the following dates:
Friday 22 April 2022 Cirencester Rotary
Club
Saturday 23 April 2022 St Margaret’s
Church, Stratton
Saturday 7 May 2022 Cricklade
Twinning Association
Information and tickets will be available
from each organisation. Please note,
PADS will not be selling tickets for these
events.
We look forward to seeing you again
soon, and thank you for your continued
support.
Kate Bath – PADS Chair

Lent Lunches
Both churches are pleased to say that
Lent Lunches will be held this year for
the usual 4 weeks. They begin on Ash
Wednesday March 2nd, then 9th, 16th,
and 23rd at the Methodist Church. Our
starting time will be 12 noon. We will be
providing our usual soup, jacket potato,
cheese, salad etc. and a cup of tea or
coffee. Our prices for this will remain the

same at £6, with an assortment of cakes
at a small extra cost. Our profits will be
going to The Mercy Ships.
Please come and join us if you can.
Brenda Cook has very kindly offered
the use of her yard for parking if other
facilities are full.
For any other information please ring
Sylvia on 770686
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Nicola Cook
DC Carpentry

Tootsie Care

HPD, DSFH, AfSFH, CNHC, MNCH (Reg)

All carpentry work undertaken
CPROFESSIONAL
lin• Doors,
ical Hwindows
ypn•oSkirting
the&CARPET,
rlocks
ap&isArchitrave
t&
•UPHOLSTERY
Household Repairs
&
OVEN
CLEANING
H• Internal
ypnobiDoors
rthing& T
eacher
Staircases
• Suites
• Rugs& Cladding
• Ovens
• Carpets
Fascia, Soffit,
Guttering
Stainguard
• Odour
& Insecticide
Treatments
• Gates, Sheds,
Pergolas,
Decking and
Fencing

Jane Reynolds MCFHP MAFHP

Registered Member of the
British Association of Foot Health Professionals

All your foot care needs

Accountants
and Tax Consultants
Corns, Callous, Nail Infections, Verrucae,

ealthieFlooring
r mind&, hWooden
appierFlooring
life!
•H
Laminate
Independent Family
Business
•
General
Maintenance
&
Building
For a free quotation phone Phil Thomas

Ingrowing
Toe
Nails,
Cutting,
Partners:
Paul
Monk
&Nail
Martin
Butler
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Cracked Heels and Foot Massage

 Accounts Preparation
Home
Available

SoleVisits
Trader&&Vouchers
Partnerships
Call
Jane:
07903
210760
/
01793
330948
 Limited Companies
 Payroll Administration
 Book-keeping / VAT Returns
 Self Assessment Tax Returns
 Incorporation
D Accountants
e c o r aClub
t iMember
n g
 Sage
I M I Clearly
T E D Business®
 RegisteredLUser

Call for
all 771441
enquiries
& Free
Quotes
07578 591577
01793
or 07966
100437
email CarpetechCleaning@gmail.com
www.nicolacookhypnotherapy.com
07792 917 924

WALL2WALL

Casa Colina
Costa Blanca

A well-equipped detached villa
3 double bedrooms (sleeps 6)

Complete professional
Telephone:decorating
(01793) 642577
interior/exterior
specialists
Fax: (01793) 487738
www.ekinsonline.co.uk

01793 435141

12/22

www.wall2walldecorating.co.uk
1 Cricklade
Court, SWINDON, Wiltshire, SN1 3EY
Flexible
Hours
to Suit
YOU
Wiltshire
Business
Awards
FinalistsFREE
2008 & of
2009
Initial Meeting
charge

Floral Designs for all Occasions

Business Runner Up

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

11/22

12/22

KEVIN WEST

Telephone: 01793 772552
Mobile: 07731 547995

03/22

LAND
WANTED
170 Victoria Road, Swindon

Tel: 522797
170 Victoria Road,
Swindon Tel: 522797
and
at:
7 Lechlade Road,
Highworth
Tel: 764337
252252
Whitworth
Road,Road,
Swindon
Tel: 522145
Whitworth
Swindon
Tel: 522145
www.hillierfuneralservice.co.uk
24 Hour Personal Service

Lovely communal
pool, beautiful
Lovely communal
poolbeaches
nearby
and first
class golf
courses.
Beautiful
beaches
nearby
First
class
golf
courses
Airports at Alicante & Murcia ½ hr.
Airports Alicante
Murcia ½ hr
£450 per &week
£400
per
week
£450
Contact Caroline: Tel 07799 217995
Contact
07799 217995
email:Caroline:
carolinehill41@gmail.com
www.colinaholidayrentals.co.uk
www.colinaholidayrentals

Do you have
any land
PILATES
Improve
posture,
flexibility,
mobility and
which
may
be suitable
strength with this unique exercise programme.
for development;
PURTON
- Silver Threads Hall,
Thursdays 6.30pm & 7.45pm
gardens, old yards,
Classes also held in Cricklade, Siddington, Cirencester.
fields
orbooked
paddocks?
Classes
must be
in advance as
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numbers are limited.

Please contact Shauna Wheeldon on
Ring 07770
760219 or Email:
01793 752353
gsbricklaying@outlook.com
or Email:
shauna.wheeldon@gmail.com

Purton Walking Group

Purton Walking Group was set up over 11 years ago
with the aim of having two walks every month, each
of around 5 miles and organised by the members. We
currently have over 40 members who take their turn in
organising and leading the walks, some of which are
local and some require driving to the start. The leader
emails out the details about a week beforehand, having
decided a start time of between 9.30 and 10am. We can
have any number of members joining walks, from 6 to
over 20.
In addition, a few of the members arrange a longer
walk on the first Friday of the month, often driving
slightly further afield and making a day of it, with the
distance varying between 9 and 12 miles.
Some people have wondered about arranging shorter
walks of around 3 miles – please let me know if you are
interested.
All our communications are by email and members of
the group share their contact information – address,
phone number, mobile number and email address.
If you would like to find out more or to join us then
contact Sheila Fowler: sfowler674@gmail.com
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The photograph shows
some of the members
of the Purton Walking
Group on their most
recent walk. Commencing
in Avebury, through
Yatesbury and Cherhill
before the climb up to
the Cherhill monument.
The weather was glorious
with unrestricted visibility
in all directions. After a
short stop for lunch the
return to Avebury was
across Cherhill Down via
the Wessex Ridgeway for
a total distance of just
under 10 miles. The Group
has two local walks each
month of up to 6 miles
with a longer one, as
above, on the first Friday
of the month.

Purton & District
Age Concern
Dates for the diary
1st April 3Bs evening at the Village Hall
6.30 for 7pm
11th May Mystery Coach Trip with lunch.
See details in notes.
Shall We? Can We? Dare We?
Well let’s hope we can, because it is our
intention to start some of our activities
as soon as possible. Our first 3B’s
evening will be arranged for the 1st April
(no fooling) at the Village Hall (please
note the change of venue), 7pm for
7.30pm start. Book now by contacting
Andrew on 956095, numbers limited
and place/ticket not guaranteed until
payment confirmed, entry at £8 per
person. Pay by bank transfer if you can.
Tickets will sell fast so make sure you
get yours!
Yes, the Mystery Coach Trips are back,
with lunch and a drive down the country
lanes, prices are the same as before,
£15 for Purton pensioners and £17 for
non-pensioners. The first one will be on
Wednesday 11th May. We will pick up at
all the usual places in the village. Book
and pay Peter on 778119 or through your
street warden.
I know by this stage you must be
getting pretty excited so I will continue
to surprise and mention that the TaiChi classes will be starting again at
the Millennium Hall on Thursday 3rd

March from 1.30-2.30pm. New members
will have to fill in a health form at the
first lesson. Cost is £5.00 per session.
Masks will still have to be worn at these
sessions.

Help Required
We are still looking for more people
to join our committee, and with the
thought of being able to put on some of
our events this year we need to be at full
strength to enable that to happen. So
if you feel you could spare time to help
us to continue what we do then please
contact either myself or Georgina, or if
you know anyone else on the committee
or street wardens, contact them for
details and come and join us. We need to
replace two of our street wardens where
one has moved out of the village and
the other one has retired. Please contact
Georgina on 07966 222967 for details.
Useful Contacts
If you have a problem or need to speak
to anyone on any other topic then the
contact numbers you should use, after
you have talked to your street warden,
are Peter Berry from Age Concern on
778119, Heather Ponting-Bather from
Purton Outreach on 772954 or Debbie
Lawrence, Clerk of the Parish Council,
on 771066. Remember that Purton is a
very special village and there is always
somebody that can help and will help.
Peter Berry, Chairman

Visit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk for previous issues of our village magazine,
and our advertisers’ database for local businesses. We welcome submissions for
publication in the April issue. Our copy deadline is the 10th March,
please email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
Page 15

Purton Age
Concern Minibus
As from March 4th we will be adding a
further Friday shopping day alternating
between Cirencester and Marlborough
on a trial basis. It all really depends
on the response, as we need to make
sure the buses are full to make the
trips viable. Over the last few months,
we have been running an additional
journey to Cirencester in the middle
of the month and this has been
oversubscribed and I hate having to
disappoint people who are unable to get
out and about easily. Please book early
to avoid disappointment.
The next dates will be as follows:
• Friday March 4th - Marlborough
• Friday March 18th - Cirencester
• Friday April 8th - Cirencester
• Friday April 22nd - Cirencester

These are subject to weather conditions
and any Covid restrictions including
the 3 jabs (unless exempt). Pick up
from your home at 9am-ish and we
return from Cirencester around 12 and
slightly later from Marlborough. Please
remember your mask.
Just also to remind everyone that we
will do surgery appointments but please
avoid Fridays as we currently only have
one bus on the road.
Please call me telephone 770862 to book
or email me at pac2bookings@gmail.
com to get up to date information.
Take care and stay safe.
Hazel Woodbridge, Minibus Co-ordinator

Age UK Wiltshire
Fitness and Friendship Groups
What is a fitness & friendship club
all about?
The Age UK Wiltshire Fitness &
Friendship team run a series of 2 hour
sessions with qualified volunteers.
We start our sessions with seated or
standing exercise routines to popular
music, followed by refreshments,
chat, games or quizzes. Each session
ends with some gently relaxing Tai Chi
designed for both seated or standing.
Our aim is to send you home relaxed,
having enjoyed some ‘me time’ with like
minded people.

Can I just come along to see if it’s for
me?
Of course. Why not encourage a friend or
relative to come too? And if you have a
carer then they can attend for free.
What are the practical
considerations?
All our venues are equipped for
wheelchair access, disabled toilets and
they all have good parking facilities.
What will I get out of it?
It’s a great way to meet new people and/
or reconnect with old acquaintances.
Many who attend say their experience is
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Telephone 772646

12/22

⅛ page
¼ page
½ page

£100
£200
£400

other rates available on application
intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954

Paul Thrush

City & Guilds Qualified

Paul Thrush
◆ Commercial
& domestic plumbing ◆ Property maintenance
City & Guilds
Qualified
◆ Bathroom
suites/shower
installation ◆ Heating maintenance
mail@intouchpurton.co.uk
PaintingPlumbing
& decorating
◆ Oil boiler servicing & repairs
 Commercial & ◆
Domestic
 Property Maintenance
 Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation  Heating Maintenance
 Paint & Decorating

12 Home Ground

017

Office: 01793 848122

12 Home Ground
Office: 01793 848122
Woodshaw
Mobile: 07784 869277
Woodshaw
Royal Wootton Bassett Mobile: 07784 869277
Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk
Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk
Wootton Bassett
Wiltshire SN4 8NB
Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk
Wilts SN4 8NB
Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

03/22

To Advertise in this space
telephone 01793 770648

Free Quotations
 Quotations
No job too small
Notoo
callsmall
out fee
Free
◆ Nojob
◆

No call out fee

Providing a professional service for small businesses,
community groups, and individuals. from scanning old family
photos or documents to a complete brand design, no job is
too big or too small, and no minimum order is required.
mail@intouchpurton.co.uk 01793 772954

Whatever your design and print needs, get InTouch.
Proud to support Purton FC
during the 2021/22 season.
Come on you Reds!

01793 772954 heather@intouchpurton.co.uk
facebook.com/InTouchDesignAndPrint
2 College Road, Purton SN5 4AR (meetings by appointment)

er Ponting-Bather

RODENTSHeather Ponting-Bather

01793 772954
ntouchpurton.co.uk

BA (Hons) Graphic Design

College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

WASPS

01793 772954
heather@intouchpurton.co.uk
2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

FLIES

ANTS

P

11/22

05/22

N.W.D.S. PEST CONTROL
Mobile:
Office:

07932 119999
01793 770807

Amazing Glazing

F

Neil Saunders
81a Pavenhill
Purton
Swindon
Tel: 07534 964231
amazing.glazing.purton@gmail.com

Mobile Service covering the Purton Area

FRAN BREWER
06/22

12/22

Pure water window cleaners
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Flowers for all
occasions

04/22

12/22

Telephone, Swindon
772172

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB
01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire

TELEPHONE 772646

12/22

02/23

For further information and bookings

www.boothandson.com
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one of fun and relaxation. The exercise
session offers ways to keep the body
moving in a safe and fun way.

Where is my nearest club?
You can come along to these local clubs
or there are more clubs listed on the
website.
Royal Wootton Bassett, Memorial Hall,
Station Road, Royal Wootton Bassett,
SN4 8EN
Swindon, Central Community Centre,
Emlyn Square, Swindon, SN1 5BP
Chippenham, Kingsley Road Community

Hall, Kingsley Road, Chippenham, SN14
0AS
Every session is £5 For more information
on our clubs please visit our website
www.ageuk.org.uk/wiltshire/activitiesand-events/fitness-and-friendship/ or
call Tracey Jones our Senior Fitness &
Friendship Project Worker Email: tracey.
jones@ageukwiltshire.org.uk Tel: 07754
612569 during her working hours: Mon:
10am-2pm. Tues,Wed & Thurs 10am4pm. Fri 11am-2pm
We really hope to see you at a club near
you soon!

Purton Annual Flower, Arts,
Craft & Produce Show
Saturday 20th August 2022, Purton Village Hall
Great News - The Show Goes On!
For this year we are reducing the number of Classes in
the Schedule. That is in order to have more space in
the hall, as currently there are still restrictions on the
numbers of people allowed in the hall.
The Classes are already decided, and I can provide a
copy of these to anyone who requests one, so you will
have advance notice of what you can grow, create or
photograph ahead of the Schedule being printed.
Please contact me if you would like this information
emailed or sent to you.
Unfortunately we will not be able to run the Group
Challenge, Raffle, Auction or Refreshments this year,
but will hope to re- establish them in future shows.
The most important aspect are the exhibits, which
everyone likes to see, and admire, and they are
the whole essence of the Show, as well as being a
fundraiser for The Purton Branch Royal British Legion.
We hope you will give generously to the collection,
when visiting the show.
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We will require much
needed extra help in
order to operate the
show safely, particularly
stewards for each class
section. If you can spare
an hour or two on show
day, then please get in
touch.
Let us hope that as
Spring approaches, the
days become lighter and
brighter, we can look
forward to favourable
conditions for lots of
exhibits.
Lorna Robinson-Wardle,
Show Secretary
01793 778013 or
3rwardles@gmail.com

• Ma

lmes

121 Upham Road, Old Walcot, Swindon SN3 1DP

COMPTON WELDING
8 Station Road, Purton

STEEL FABRICATIONS
GATES & RAILINGS
JULIETTE BALCONIES

est. 1969

WROUGHT IRONWORK
FIRE ESCAPES
SITE WELDING ETC.

email: info@comptonwelding.co.uk
www.comptonwelding.co.uk

12/22

TEL (01793) 770742

Greg & Vicki would like to welcome you to

The Bell Inn

ASPEN FENCING SERVICES

12/22

Purton Stoke

S General Plumbing
Serving food:
S Boiler
and&
replacements
Tuesservicing
- Sat 12-2pm
6-9pm
S Full
Central
heating
Sunday
12-3pm
Bank Holiday
Mondays 12-2pm
S Upgrades
01793 770434
www.bellinnpurtonstoke.com
S System
maintenance
S Power flushing

We produce a complete range of quality,
affordable fencing solutions, tailored to your
individual size and style requirements
Fencing • Gates • Sheds • Pergolas • Decking

Tel: (01793) 778180
CRICKLADE SCHOOL OF MOTORING

( 07810 488827 Based in Purton
Cotswold Tree
✉ darran@dsplumbingheating.co.uk

KEITH WALKER
Surgeons
Dept. of Transport Approved

553065
Tel Keith Mills 01793 771742

12/22

05/22

Holder of Diploma in
in Driving
Qualified tree care specialists. Established
1979Instruction

Holder of Diploma In Advanced Instruction
facebook.com/
(Class
EST 1977
For
the
best
in
tree
care 1 - Gold)
DSPlumbingHeating
Learner and Advanced Tuition
• Pruning • Hedges • Planting Schemes
• Care
of veteranareas
trees
Purton
and surrounding
: www.dsplumbingheating.co.uk
Theory •Test
Training
Tel: 751368
01793
• Dangerous trees removed • Advice and surveys
Maintenance
contracts
TEL:
709883
and
709883
• Domestic tree work • All our wood chip is recycled Over 2,000 passes
www.crickladeschoolofmotoring.co.uk
www.cotswoldtreesurgeons.co.uk

Purton
Paws
the village but have
moved away?

THE GARAGE DOOR
Do you have friends or family who lived in
SPECIALIST
you need is
your
dog walking?
Purton Do
Magazine
available
online!
If so contact me ‘Jenny Kinnett’ to discuss
Each issue what
is uploaded
services I canaround
offer you. the
They middle
include: of the
editions
of the
•SPARES •REPAIRS month, and allUpprevious
to one hour’s
dog walking
permagazine
session
Variety
of
exciting
walks
are
available.
So
wherever
you
are
in
the
world,
•SERVICE •REPLACEMENT
Doggie cuddles
keep up
to
date
with
all
the
village
news!
For further information contact facebook page ‘Purton Paws’.
Phone: 01793 772394 Mobile: 07876 598569
www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
Email: jennykinnett@gmail.com

www.garagedoorspecialist.co.uk
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Pips Community Cafe
We’ve moved!! We are getting a lot of
new customers as well as the regulars
and would like to thank everyone who is
supporting us (and, hopefully, enjoying
our offerings!).
One thing we are now actively seeking is
to use more local suppliers rather than
Sainsburys. Andrew Hiscock supplies
our ham and bacon. Delicious delights
are now providing us with a home
cooked cake once a week as the quantity
of cake eaten in the 1st two weeks had to
be seen to be believed, and
our volunteer cake bakers
were struggling to keep up.
Dora’s Dairy is supplying
us with strawberry and
chocolate milkshakes and
whole milk. When they can
produce pasteurised semi
and skimmed milk all our
milk will come from them.
Stu the bread man is now
supplying our rolls, and we are trialling
his sliced bread this week. We are
talking with four other local producers
at present and hope to supply their
goods.
Coffee and Chat will be re-starting soon,
Art group meets on Thursday afternoon,
knitting group on the 3rd Wednesday
afternoon, Scrabble/rummikub on the
1st Tuesday afternoon. All these are
groups that use the space but are run
by individuals/organisations. If you are
interested in holding a group, please
get in touch. There is no charge, but
we do assume that at least some of the
members will buy something from Pips!
At the moment our wifi is rather slow,

but we hope
soon to have
high speeds.
Silver Threads have made an extra
parking space outside the hall to help
our customers. We would be grateful, if
you can walk from the layby, that you
continue to use the layby so that our less
able customers can park close by.
We were asked for fish finger
sandwiches, so they are now on the
menu! If you have other
suggestions (that are quick
and easy to cook!) ask us
and we will see what we
can do.
We would like to thank
Purton Club once again.
Without their help and
support we would not have
been able to set up the
café which has become a
thriving Community space.

Lunch Club
Lunch Club is going to start on March
3rd at 12.00 at Pips. We are starting from
scratch, so some things will be a bit
different and we hope that past regulars
will bear with us. It will be happening
on Thursdays to start with, and (if we get
more volunteers to help with it – hint,
hint!) we hope to run it on a Tuesday too
in the future. We will be serving a roast
dinner, hot pudding (or fruit salad for
diabetics/gluten free), tea and instant
coffee for £5. If you would like to have a
Pips coffee, then the price will be £5.50.
Meals need to be pre-booked so we know
how many people we are cooking for.
Contact Chris Seals on 07884212196.
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The Age Concern minibus
will be available – contact
Hazel for a space.

Victims of our
own success!
Since we’ve moved to the
Silver Threads Hall, the
Pips Community Cafe has
been a lot busier. This is
wonderful but exhausting
for our volunteers! So, we
are trying to have a third
person on duty during
the lunch rush (12-2). New
volunteers can choose
what they want to do:
wash up, clear and clean
tables, run the till or help
with the food/drinks.
three people have already
come forward for these
slots, but there are more
to cover.
Also, we have been
asked if we can open on
Mondays and open at 9
at least some days a week
so that the carers taking
children to school can
pop in for a cuppa. We
would love to, but we
need more volunteers. So,
can you please consider
offering at least one
shift a month? Shifts are
9.30-1.00 or 1-4.45ish. It’s
good fun and helps our
amazing community of
Purton. Please contact
Mary Nettleton if you can
help with either option on
772298 or marynettleton@
hotmail.co.uk

Parkinson’s UK
Cricklade Café
Meets on the third
Wednesday of each month
10.30 – 12.00 Noon, at
The Cricklade Club,
38 High Street SN6 6AY
This café is there for those with Parkinson’s and their
carers to share quality time together, socialising,
making new friends plus great coffee and cake.
There are regularly up to forty visitors to the cafe and
it has proved to be very worthwhile and valuable to
many.
Often there are visitors to our PUK Cricklade Café,
such as Parkinson’s Disease Nurse Specialists from
GWH and Community Connectors from Carer Support
Wiltshire plus others from Parkinson’s UK.
I know that I have included loads of information here,
but that is just to let you know some background to this
important gathering in Cricklade.
It is thought that more than 145,000 people have
Parkinson’s in the UK and more than 10 Million people
worldwide.
Our forthcoming dates for this year are:
March 16th, April 20th, May 18th, June 15th, July 20th,
August 17th, Sept 21st, Oct 19th, Nov 16th, Dec 21st.
Many thanks for your kind support (in advance!)
Vincent and Maggie Mobey, Parkinson’s UK Volunteers
and PUK Cricklade Café co-ordinators.

Crickla

The Cricklade
10:30-Noon

We Record…

2022 - Join us for coffee,
April, 18 May 15 June. W
follow sign from Foyer.

Funeral at St Mary’s Church contact: parkinsonsc
944760
07 February 2022 Jennifer Anne
Dismore (81)
North Wiltshire Crematorium
25 January 2022
Catherine Cannon (96)

Parkinson’s UK is the operating name of the Parkinson’s Disease Socie
A charity registered in England and Wales (258197) and in Scotland (S
C reated in RightMarket - 4/10/2021 - 13:26:45
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Purton Post Bag
The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where space and
content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted for publication without
the proper name and address of the correspondent being supplied.
However, these details may be withheld from publication if requested.

Comfort and Kindness
Mary, Kevin, Jane and family would
like to thank all their neighbours and
friends for their kind messages and
phone calls during this difficult time.
Also, many thanks to Ashgrove House
Nursing Home for the kindness shown
to Barry during his brief stay. It is very
comforting to know how much people
care in this village.
Mary Jones
Help during isolation
We would like to say THANK YOU to
John and Anne Worsley, Mick and
Shirley Lawrence and Catherine and
Janet. We feel lucky to have nurses as
neighbours. And thank you to Judith
Brown who brought us cakes. All these
people looked after us when we were
both ill with Covid. Thank you.
John and Sam Charlesworth

Feeding animals in fields
Please don’t feed the animals in the
fields. Many of them are on very
specific diets and if they are given
carrots, apples, bread etc it upsets their
stomachs. Already we have had sick
animals in some of the fields around
Purton. Please don’t harm these animals
with your edible gifts.
Farewell to Betty
The Family of Betty Dix would like
to thank everyone who sent their
condolences, especially Leslie, Graham,
Ann, Bill, Rose and her daughter. Also
Val, Mum’s hairdresser, Valerie her
friend and her cleaner. Their friendship
to Mum and support following her
passing is much appreciated.
Thank you, Val Dix
Care following fall
A great big thank you for all the cards,
messages and kind thoughts I received
after my fall. I feel so privileged to be
living in such a kind and caring village
Anne Sweet
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Did you
know
Purton
Magazine is
available in
large print?

ROYAL GEORGE

If you subscribe to Purton
Food:
Magazine,
Mon -you
Sat can
12 -read
3pm all
the local newsand
with
ease in
6 - 9pm
print.
Sundayslarge
3 - 5pm
bookings only
ToPub
request
largeSunday
print copy
to
Quiz: aEvery
at 7.30pm
beBottle
delivered
youMonday
each month,
Draw to
every
- 9.30pm
Poker
Nightcall
every
Tuesday
please
Sandra
on- 8.30pm
01793 770157.

05/22

12/22

27 Pavenhill, Purton Tel: 01793 978 180
email: info@royalgeorgepurton.co.uk
www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Ten Years Ago...
In 2012 this time of year in
the village seemed, from
scouring the magazine,
to be somnolent. And yet
there was an article from
Ps & Qs entitled “Going
Wild in Purton”. It was a
piece about a safari park,
not far away but one that
is right here all around us.
In it live a range of fauna,
from muntjac to dunnock,
goldfinch to redwing, roe
deer to ladybird. Are they
all still there?
Probably the liveliest
places were the schools.
St. Mary’s was busy
settling into its new
premises but still finding
time to beat all-comers
in football, netball
and speaking. In the
meantime, basketball
was blooming at Bradon
Forest. As well as various

age groups becoming
Swindon or Wiltshire
champions, together
they had a record of
won 15, lost 0. Another
group went indoor
rock-climbing with
considerable success. But
does the latter skill help
the former?
2nd Purton Brownies
celebrated Burn’s Night
by each making a
haggis. I had one, for the
first time in my life, in
Edinburgh a few months
ago. Before reading their
article today, I never
realised that haggises
were three-legged
creatures. My impression
was that they were fancy
mince.
For the sake of all our
aching bones, it is
worth repeating the

March Hares
Go
by Liz Park, PurtoMad
n Artists

March 2012

50p

Gardeners’ Guild’s
advice. When loading
your wheelbarrow, first
point it in the direction
you are going to take it
away. Think of those back
muscles.
The children have the
last word, though ten
years on, the one who
said this might be a little
more tactful: “Everybody
should try to have a
grandmother, especially if
you don’t have television
because they are the only
grownups who like to
spend time with us.”

Jigsaw Sale
Thank you to all who donated jigsaws
and bought jigsaws at Pips on Tuesday
15th February. Altogether we were given
over 150 and they were sold in a flash!
We had no idea that jigsaws were such a
‘thing’! (By the way, if anyone is missing
a single piece of blue sky from their
puzzle, I have it!)

£182.50 was raised for St Mary’s Church
Flower Fund, for flowers for special
occasions such as the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee.
The next sale is likely to be of china
items. More details in the April
magazine! Thank you for your support.
Libbie 771018 and Jane 772422
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Purton Historical Society
Future Meetings
Held at Purton Methodist Church
Thursday, 24th March 2022 at 7.30pm
- Annual General Meeting followed by
Purton Cricket Club, the first 50 years Joe Gardner
Purton Cricket Club, in the first fifty
years, was dominated by the upper
classes who played their matches on
the current ground. Most early matches
were played against Lansdown Cricket
Club founded in 1825. Joe will talk about
some of these characters and examples
of matches against Lansdown.
Thursday, 28th April 2022 at 7.30pm
RAF Blakehill Farm – Vince Povey
Discover the history of the former RAF
Blakehill Farm with Volunteer Site
Warden and Historian Vincent Povey as
he lectures on the sites, WW2 and cold
war history, describing what is left of its
lost infrastructure and its peacetime use
now as an important national nature
reserve.
Thursday, 19th May 2022 at 7.30pm
A Story of Researching Family History
– Julia Hunt
Julia writes: “My grandfather, Howard
Ludlow, often talked about his
ancestors. I was young and, of course,
believed everything he told me. Later,
around 1978, I had the chance to do a
‘family history’ course. This was my
opportunity to build on what he had
related. Did I have my eyes opened!
Since then, I have traced family far

and wide, been up blind
alleys, seen a boom in family history
research and made so many unexpected
discoveries. If you are not careful, it can
take over your life!”
Janet and Tony Neate
email: tjneate57@gmail.com

Subscriptions For 2022
Membership subscriptions for 2022
are now due, at the same rate, £15, as
last year. They can be paid in cash, or
by cheque made payable to “Purton
Historical Society”, and sent to Jim
Mosley at 1 Jewels Ash, Purton, SN5
4DW. Alternatively, payment by bank
transfer is possible; the account details
are:
Account name:
Purton Historical Society
Account number: 00662136
Sort code: 30-98-41
If paying by bank transfer, please record
your name in the reference field on the
payment authorisation. Similarly, if
paying by cash, please include a note
of your name. The Committee would be
very grateful if existing members could
renew their membership as soon as
possible.
New members are very welcome; please
include a note of your postal and email
addresses with your payment, or, if
paying by bank transfer, please email
Jim Mosley at j.mosley1@btinternet.com
with that information.
Jim Mosley, PHS Treasurer
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Museum News
Purton Museum re-opens on Saturday
2nd April with a new exhibition on
Education at St Mary’s School. The
museum will open on Saturdays only
from 10.00 - 12.30pm.

As a one-off experiment, the museum
will open on Tuesday 3rd May 3.00 - 7.00
pm. This is to see if there is a response
for a weekday opening.
Lucy Lewis,
Museum Archivist

Purton Rainbows, Brownies,
Guides and Rangers
It’s been nearly two years since our last
article about Purton guiding activities.
However, that doesn’t mean that guiding
hasn’t been going on in the village – far
from it.
The units kept in touch with their
members during periods of lockdown,
initially through email and then with
online Zoom meetings, plus outdoor
meetings in various locations when
weather and light evenings permitted. In
the autumn we returned to halls and had
to dust off our memories of how to run
face to face indoor meetings, albeit with
restrictions we had not previously had.
Brownies, Guides and Rangers are all
still meeting weekly on Monday/Tuesday
evenings whilst Rainbows have switched
from weekly meetings to longer Saturday
morning meetings held monthly.
At each stage over the last two years our
volunteers and young members have
found ways of adapting, meaning that
we’ve continued to enjoy the fun and
friendship that guiding offers. Several
parents commented that guiding offered
a constant throughout the uncertainty
caused by the pandemic and that it was
important to their daughters. Guiding in
lockdown also provided a release from

other stresses for our adults.
Whilst many of our more adventurous
activities have been on pause, Purton
Brownies spent a Pirate Day on a
narrowboat on the Kennet and Avon
canal in August last year and all
units enjoyed a day at Girlguiding
Gloucestershire’s campsite Deer Park in
October. At Deer Park we were blessed
with glorious blue skies and sunshine
for activities which included zip wire,
grass sledging, archery, frisbee golf and
a campfire.
We are looking forward to making more
guiding memories over the coming
months and have spaces for those who’d
like to join us:
Rainbows – age 5-7
Brownies – age 7-10
Guides – age 10-14
Rangers – age 14-18
Links to register:
www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-forparents/register-your-daughter/
www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/
become-a-volunteer/
For other enquiries please contact us by
email at braydondc@wncounty.org.uk
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What do parents and carers need to know?
“It’s only a game!” Many games rated 12+, such as
Fortnight, engage children in undertaking and being
rewarded for violence, potentially expose them
to explicit language via the chat/audio facilities,
and often enable contact and communication with
unknown people. Of course, when children then
talk about these games at school and at each other’s
homes, peer pressure is created on other children (and
their families) to also play these games, and so the risk
spreads…
At school, we also hear of children who are allowed to
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As part of St Mary’s C of E Primary School’s regular and
ongoing work to help keep our children safe online,
on Tuesday we took part in the annual international
Internet Safety Day.
Knowledge about keeping safe online is not just for
children though; parents, grandparents and relatives
play a vital role too. I have no doubt you will be
familiar with the regular reports in the national news
media of the rapid increases in:
• poor mental health among school-aged children;
• prevalence in peer-on-peer abuse; and
• growing online grooming risks.
More than ever before, this shows how careful we have
to be in safeguarding what our young children are
exposed to online.
Of course, we have to be careful to keep the risks
in perspective: life online is an unavoidable but
wonderful part of everyday life now, and it brings huge
benefits and opportunities that positively enhance our
children’s lives, enabling access to communication,
knowledge and enjoyment in ways unthinkable a few
years ago! However, just as in the ‘real world’, we need
to be able to recognise risks and consider how they
can be lessened or removed altogether for our young
people. Please read on for details of some of the issues
your child may face and some solutions and support
for parents and carers.

u r ton

St Mary’s Primary School
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watch parents and older siblings playing
games sometimes rated as high as 16+
and 18+! This seems to be justified by
the adults as acceptable as the younger
child is ‘not playing it themselves’. Well,
just as with a 16+ or 18+ film, children
are harmed by seeing this content –
whether they are actively participating
or not. Furthermore, they will also
then aspire to playing these ‘grown up’
games themselves and will bring the
action they see and use the language
they hear into their own play and social
interactions.
Put simply, age-inappropriate content
seen by young eyes has a seriously
negative impact on children’s emotional
well-being, attitudes, behaviour and
relationships.
Just because it’s called a ‘game’ doesn’t
mean it’s fine for children. The PEGI
ratings 12+, 16+ and 18+ are legally
enforceable and no such games or apps
should be accessed by primary-aged
children. So, just as if a child were
allowed to watch an adult-rated film or
see an inappropriate website, letting
them access an inappropriate game
is considered a safeguarding issue,
whether they are playing or whether
they are watching someone else.
At school, when we hear children
playing games that are rated 12+,
16+ and, incredibly, even 18+ games,
school staff are duty bound by law to
protect children and will always act
when we hear of children experiencing
inappropriate content whether webbased, in print, films or video games.

Anti-Social Media
On another matter of great concern,
parents and carers are increasingly
contacting the school to tell us about

how their children’s ‘out-of-school’ chat
groups on apps (like WhatsApp, for
instance) have become concerning and
inappropriate, sometimes including
sexualised language and victimisation.
It’s easy to think, ‘They’re only chatting
with their friends,’ and ‘Everyone is on
it anyway’ but the reality shows these
attitudes are very naïve!
If we are honest, many adults find social
media communications difficult to
navigate and so it is hardly surprising
when primary-aged children struggle
to manage their friendships and
behaviour appropriately in this most
challenging environment. Parents and
carers need to consider very carefully
whether these online chat groups are
in the best interests of their child: Ask
yourself, how does this enhance my
child’s life and is this balanced against
the all-too-common risks and harm so
often encountered? (It is worth noting,
apps such as TikTok and WhatsApp,
are also rated 13+, and carry many
other safeguarding risks, so they are
not considered age-appropriate for any
primary school-aged child.)
Safe practice at home indicates you
should only allow children to have
internet enabled devices in areas of
your home where there are other family
members present – never unsupervised
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in their bedrooms for instance. Of course, many
children do now have their own devices, but if they
are not somewhere where you can supervise, how
confident can you be about what websites, apps and
games they are accessing? You may be surprised by
some of the following facts.

Did you know:
In the UK, nearly a third of children accepted a
friend request from someone they did not know? (See
www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/
crimeandjustice/bulletins/
childrensonlinebehaviourinenglandandwales/
yearendingmarch2020)
Three quarters (75%) of parents surveyed felt that
their child would not have seen pornography online,
but more than half of their children (53%) said they
had in fact seen pornography, often, but not always,
accidentally. (See https://www.bbfc.co.uk/about-us/
news/children-see-pornography-as-young-as-sevennew-report-finds)
These are extremely worrying statistics and we cannot
simply hope that they won’t apply to our own children.
So, what can parents and children do?
There is a wealth of fabulous advice for parents,
carers and children from trusted sources online. For
example, the NSPCC has excellent support for parents
to help prevent access to, or support them if they have
accessed inappropriate or explicit content (www.
nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
inappropriate-explicit-content/)
The guides produced by Thinkuknow (from the
National Crime Agency’s CEOP Command, www.
thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/) has very useful
information in it about safe gaming for responsible
parents.
Also, don’t forget our own school website, which has
some useful information and links: www.st-maryspurton.wilts.sch.uk/our-curriculum/online-safety.
Thank you for your support and vigilance.
Russ Payne, Deputy Head & Online Safety Lead
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March Nature Correspondent
Ring Ouzels On Liddington Hill
Liddington Castle is an Iron Age hill fort about 12 miles
southeast of Purton: at 909 feet it is the highest point
in the Borough of Swindon. Sited on a commanding
high point close to the Ridgeway and covering an area
of 7 acres, the castle was one of the earliest hill forts
in Britain, with first occupation dating back to the
7th century BC. The earthworks consist of a relatively
simple oval bank of timber and earth fronted by a
ditch, with opposing causewayed entrances to the east
and west.
Liddington Hill was a favourite haunt of local natural
history writer Richard Jefferies, who spent much
of his spare time walking through the wide chalk
expanses of the Marlborough Downs. Nowadays, as
well as attracting energetic hikers and intrepid hanggliding people it has a special attraction for local
birdwatchers, particularly in early Spring, when birds
appear on migration. While wintering Fieldfares are
already flying north to breed in Scandinavia, Russia
and Iceland, another thrush species is stopping off
on its annual
journey from its
wintering haunts
in Spain and
North West Africa:
the charismatic
Ring Ouzelthe “mountain
blackbird.”
From late March
to early April
a walk following a hedgerow of ivy-clad hawthorn
and dogwood off the B road to Bishopstone is best
undertaken before the hang-gliders arrive. As like
as not a blackbird will fly off ahead of you and a
yellowhammer appears on a bare branch. On the slope
to the left a smart male wheatear shows its white rump
as it flies to a chalky outcrop and a flock of meadow
pipits rise up from the ground.
Page 31

With luck another thrush,
with a silver-grey wing
panel, will suddenly
shoot out from the middle
of a seemingly empty
hawthorn bush with
harsh “chack, chack”
calls. It flies strongly
towards the castle,
stopping on another bush
before dropping briefly to
the ground. It is then that
the white crescent on its
breast confirms what it
is - a beautiful male Ring
Ouzel.
It is primarily a bird of
the uplands, where it
breeds mainly in steepsided valleys, crags and
gullies from near sealevel in the far north of
Scotland up to 1,200m in
the Cairngorms. National
surveys show that
numbers have decreased
by 72% since 1988, with a
2016 population estimate
of around 5,500 territories
in Britain.
Hikers, hang-gliders,
over-enthusiastic birders
take care: give this special
bird a chance to rest and
refuel.
Robin Nelson
Commissioned by Tower &
Town, Marlborough

Purton Village Diary - March 2022
1 Tu		
			
2 W		
		
12noon
3 Th		
		
12noon
4 F
9.00am
6 Su
8.00am
		
10.30am
		
10.30am
8 Tu
10.00am
			
9 W
12noon
12 Sa
9.00pm
13 Su
10.30am
		
10.30am
14 M		
16 W
12noon
17 Th		
18 F
9.00am
			
			
20 Su		
		
8.00am
		
10.30am
		
10.30am
21 M
2.00pm
			
23 W
24 Th

12noon
7.30pm

25 F		
27 Su		
			
		
10.30am
28 M
10.30am

St David’s Day, Dydd Gwyl Dewi Hapus!
Shrove Tuesday
Ash Wednesday
Lent Lunch at Purton Methodist Church
World Book Day
Lunch Club for elderly residents at Pips Community Cafe
Age Concern Minibus to Marlborough		
Service at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
Service at St Mary’s Church
Purton & District Probus meet at the Millennium Hall
International Women’s Day		
Lent Lunch at Purton Methodist Church
A Shade of Pink performs at the Red House
Service at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
Pi Day; A day of celebrating the wonder of mathematics, 14th
March was chosen because the value of Pi is often taken as 3.14.
Lent Lunch at Purton Methodist Church
St Patrick’s Day		
Age Concern Minibus to Cirencester
Red Nose Day
Global Recycling Day
Spring Equinox
Service at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
Service at St Mary’s Church
St. Mary’s Fellowship of Women meet at Purton Methodist
Church for a talk on how building societies deal with scams.
World Poetry Day; A UNESCO day to promote the reading,
writing, publishing and teaching of poetry throughout the
world.
Lent Lunch at Purton Methodist Church
Purton Historical Society AGM followed by ‘Purton Cricket Club the first 50 years’ with Joe Gardner at Purton Methodist Church
Wear a hat day
British Summertime begins
Mothering Sunday
Service at St Mary’s Church
Celebrating Age Wiltshire present ‘The Moonfleet Diamond’
performed by the Tor Theatre Company at Purton Village Hall
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Purton Village Diary
Every week
M
6.30pm
			
Tu
9.00am
		 2.00pm
		
7.30pm
W
6.15pm
		
7.00pm
Sa
10.00am

to 7.30pm Purton Village Voices choir practice at the Red House
function room (term time)
to 11am Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
to 7.00pm Purton Library open
Bridge Club at the Red House
Purton Youth Club for school years 4-7 at Purton Village Hall
Purton Youth Club for school years 7+ at Purton Village Hall
to 12.30pm Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)

Every month
3rd Monday
St Mary’s Fellowship of Women at Purton Methodist Church
3rd Monday
Royal British Legion meet at the Red House
2nd & 4th Tuesday 10.00am Purton Probus meet in the Millennium Hall overlooking
the Red House football ground.
			
Purton Silver Threads meet at the Silver Threads Hall,
			
suspended until further notice
2nd Wednesday
(except Aug) 2.30pm Methodist Women’s Fellowship at Purton
			
Methodist Church - temporarily suspended
3rd Wednesday
2-4pm Purton Charity Knitting group meet at Pips Community
			
Cafe
			
10.30am-Noon Parkinson’s UK Cricklade Cafe at the Cricklade
Club
			
7.30pm Purton Evening WI meet at the Silver Threads Hall
4th Thursday
(September to May) Purton Historical Society meet at 7.30pm in
			
Play Close Methodist Church.
If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages, contact
Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton, Tel: 772954 or
email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
DISCLAIMER

Contributions to Purton Magazine are welcome for consideration, the contributor’s name
and address must be supplied (but may be withheld on request). Copyright must be agreed
for publication in this magazine - especially those recognisable in photographs. Opinions
expressed in the Magazine are solely those of the respective contributors. Contributions are
to be written concisely and we reserve the right to edit contributions and advertisements.
Submissions received after the copy deadline will only be included at the editors’ discretion
and if space allows. Articles and information relating to the Parish of Purton and relevant to
its residents, will be given priority. Advertising is accepted in good faith and does not imply
the Magazine’s endorsement of the product or service.
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& District
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gardens opening in March under the
National Garden Scheme that might just
fit the bill.
Whatever your preference, happy
gardening.
It is always best to check the website
before leaving for your garden visit with
The National Garden Scheme. www.ngs.
org.uk

Sunday 20th March, Corsham Court,
Corsham, SN13 0BZ. Lord Methuen,
01249 701610, staterooms@corshamcourt.co.uk, www.corsham-court.
co.uk.
4m W of Chippenham. Signed off A4 at
Corsham. For NGS: Sun 20 Mar, Sun 3
Apr (2-5.30). Adm £10, chd £5. For other
opening times and information, please
phone, email or visit the garden website.
Park and gardens laid out by Capability
Brown and Repton. Large lawns with
fine specimens of ornamental trees
surround the Elizabethan mansion.
C18 bath house hidden in the grounds.
Spring bulbs, beautiful lily pond with
Indian bean trees, young arboretum
and stunning collection of magnolias.
Wheelchair (not motorised) access to
house, gravel paths in garden.
Thursday 3rd March, Westcroft,
Boscombe Village, nr Salisbury,
SP4 0AB. Lyn Miles, 01980 610877
(evenings), lynmiles@icloud.com,
www.westcroftgarden.co.uk.
7m N/E Salisbury. On A338 from
Salisbury, just past Boscombe & District
Social Club. Park there or in the field
opp house, or where signed on day.
Disabled parking only on drive. Every
Thur 13 Jan to 3 Mar (11-4). Sun 30 Jan,

Sun 6, Sun 20 Feb (11-4). Adm £4, chd
free. Home-made soups, scrummy
teas, inside or outside. Visits also by
arrangement Jan & Feb for groups of 15+.
Refreshments can be pre-ordered for
groups.
Whilst overflowing with roses in June,
in Jan and Feb the bones of this ⅔ acre
galanthophile’s garden on chalk are on
show. Brick and flint walls, terraces,
rustic arches, gates and a pond add
character. Drifts of snowdrops carpet
the floor whilst throughout is a growing
collection of well over 400 named
varieties. Many hellebores, pulmonarias,
grasses and seedheads add interest.
Snowdrops (weather dependent) and
snowdrop sundries for sale inc greetings
cards, mugs, bags, serviettes, also
chutneys and free range eggs

Fonthill House, Tisbury, SP3 5SA.
The Lord Margadale of Islay, www.
fonthill.co.uk/gardens.
13m W of Salisbury. Via B3089 in
Fonthill Bishop. 3m N of Tisbury.
Sun 20 Mar (12-5). Adm £7, chd free.
Sandwiches, quiches & cakes, soft
drinks, tea & coffee. Bottled beer & wine.
Wonderful woodland walks with
daffodils, rhododendrons, azaleas,
shrubs, bulbs. Magnificent views,
formal gardens. The gardens have
been extensively redeveloped under
the direction of Tania Compton and
Marie-Louise Agius. The formal gardens
are being continuously improved with
new designs, exciting trees, shrubs and
plants. Gorgeous William Pye fountain
and other sculptures. Partial wheelchair
access.
Margaret Goodall (Secretary 770906)
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Tor Theatre
Purton Village
Hall
Monday 28 th M
arch, from 10.3
0am
Join Tor Theatre
for a tale of
ancient mystery
and new found
love! A triumph
of laughter,
heartbreak and
song!
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Groups are invited to submit forthcoming events in, for, and on behalf of the
community Email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

Cricklade Cafe
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Purton & District Probus Club
Progress!
On Tuesday, 11th January, Howard Smith, a retired Civil
Engineer, gave an illustrated account of his company
Halcrow’s involvement in constructing an airport on
Saint Helena, the island famous for the imprisonment
of Napoleon.
This remote, once volcanic, tropical island rises out of
the South Atlantic, 1950 kilometres west of the African
coast, where Namibia meets the Angola border. It is
4000 kilometres east of Rio de Janeiro and an equal
distance from its regular supply port, Cape Town in
South Africa. All of the materials and machinery for
this immense project required a sea-journey of seven
days from Cape Town.
Estimated at the start, in 2012, at £250 million, the
final cost was nearer to £300 million. A Haul Road, 14
kilometres long from a necessary new landing quay
at Rupert’s Bay, had to climb 2000 ft. over the central
ridge and descend again to the chosen sight for the
airport on Prosperous Plain, which itself stands 1025
ft. above sea level. This required considerable blasting.
The Runway is 1.95 km long, giving 1.55 km of available
take-off and landing distance. A deep valley, at the
southern end of the runway, required material enough
to fill the Avon Gorge to the height of the bridge, in
order to achieve the necessary total length. Taxiing
areas, a flight control and reception building, together
with fuel storage facilities also had to be added to
complete the project.
The Airport opened in 2016 and began scheduled
flights in 2017. It can handle up to Code C aircraft such
as the Airbus 319. However, the mountainous nature
of the island can cause wind conditions which may
interrupt the scheduled flights.
Howard introduced us to a particular aspect of Civil
Engineering, of which few of us had any conception,
ensuring an attentive and interesting morning.
On Tuesday, February 8th, Tony Conder from
Gloucester presented a colourful talk entitled
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“Watercolour Canals”, fundamentally,
about how the development of canals
has influenced art.
The years 1770 – 1830 came to be known
as the ”Golden Age” of Britain’s canal
system, pioneered by engineers such as
James Brindley and Josiah Wedgewood.
This was the embryo of the Industrial
Revolution. Artists were inspired by
the novelty of the changing landscapes
and many artists, even the most
famous, began to feature canals in their
paintings. Tony’s presentation included
pictures by Canaletto, Constable, Turner,
Monet, Ford Maddox Brown, Lowry and
many others. The pictures also flagged
up some unexpected moments including
horses having to leap over hedges
because continuous towpaths were not
yet developed and tow animals loaded
into boats due to restrictions alongside
the watercourse. It was even suggested

that Turner’s brilliant skies were caused
by a distant volcanic eruption!
The Hatton Flight of 21 locks is an
attractive little spot in the Midlands
where the Grand Union runs alongside
the A4177. It is here that Pam and I often
take a break, for a teacake and a cuppa,
when driving to my daughter’s home
near Litchfield. The many pictures in
the talk today echoed the pleasure that
we all take from visiting our canals and
waterways.
The next Probus meeting is at 10.00
a.m., in the Millennium Hall on the 8th
March. From the start of April onwards,
meetings will be held on the second
& fourth Tuesday of each calendar
month. The AGM will be held on 12th
April (speaker John Clark). New and old
members & visitors are welcome.
Bob Stevens

Celebrating Age Wiltshire Event
Celebrating Age Wiltshire are pleased
to be once again bringing live
entertainment to the village.
The Tor Theatre will be performing “The
Rum Tale Of The Moonfleet Diamond”
at Purton Village Hall on Monday 28th
March 2022.
We will be serving tea, coffee and
biscuits from 10.30am, with the hour
long performance starting at 11.15am.
Transport to the hall can be arranged by
contacting Hazel Woodbridge, telephone
number 01793 770862.

The cost of the Age Concern minibus
will be met by Celebrating Age Wiltshire.
This is a free event but booking is
essential - please contact Pat Hughes,
telephone number 01793 772382, to book
a place.
Our event in December was well
attended and very successful. We
were entertained by musical duo Bob
and Pete with plenty of audience
participation. We look forward to
welcoming the Tor Theatre for a funpacked morning.
Pat Hughes,
Celebrating Age Wiltshire volunteer.
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A book I will
always remember
Sewing is a way to mark our existence
on cloth: patterning our place in the
world, voicing our identity, sharing
something of ourselves with others
and leaving the indelible evidence
of our presence in stitches held
fast by our touch

Have you read a book that you will always
remember, either recently or many years
ago, serious or funny, fact or fiction? Each
month we are publishing a review of a
book that has meant a lot to a particular
reader, especially the reason why it was
so memorable. Purton Magazine readers
are encouraged to send in a personal
memory of their favourite book; it need not
be very long. As usual, the copy deadline
is the 10th of the preceding month and our
contact details are on Page 4.

The Threads of Life
						
The English idiom “don’t judge a
book by its cover” may be true,
metaphorically, but absolutely isn’t
when it comes to Clare Hunter’s book
“Threads of Life”.
When I unwrapped this hard back
gift from my daughter
(Christmas 2020) I found
that, as with Pass the
Parcel, another layer
of beautiful paper was
revealed. The dust jacket,
designed by a studio
specialising in hand crafted
embroidery illustrations,
could only have been
improved had the book
been wrapped in the original cloth. The
title, embroidered in Quink ink blue
capitals, stands out against the gold
stitches that pattern the cream linen,
and sprinkle it like birdseed. Stitches
that you can feel under your hand as you
run your fingers over them. (The cover

by Clare Hunter

of the paperback is less tactile, but also
pleasing with its birds and creatures
embroidered in shades of pink.) On
either cover we are told that within its
pages we will find “A History of the
World Through the Eye of a Needle.”
Since I was a small girl, I
have loved sewing this and
that – dolls’ clothes, bell
bottoms from old curtains,
quilts patched with son’s
shirts, bunting from boxer
shorts and, in the last few
years, revived a schoolgirl
introduction to embroidery
with a week in Jaipur
learning “the stitches of the
desert”. So, my daughter, who is entirely
flummoxed by the sewing on of a button,
had chosen well.
The Beginning and Ending of the book
both start with the words “You cut a
length of thread, knot one end and pull
the other through the eye of a needle”.
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Between these opening and closing
paragraphs are sixteen chapters entitled
Unknown, Power, Frailty, Captivity,
Identity, Connection, Protect, Journey,
Protest, Loss, Community, Place, Value,
Art, Work and Voice – which explore
how fabric and textiles relate to each.
The first chapter opens with the words
“Sometimes I dream about textiles”
and I was hooked, because so do I. But
even if you have very little interest in
the practice of stitching, you might find
the history of it illuminating, stretching
from mediaeval France to contemporary
Mexico, from a POW camp in Singapore
to a family attic in Scotland. Essentially
this is an evocative and moving book
about our need to tell stories. So, even
though this is a work of nonfiction,
stories are at the heart of it.

I loved it so much that when I had
finished it, I bought six copies and
sent them to the friends I hoped would
also take it to their hearts. The only
criticism from one (an artist) is that
she would have liked the book to have
been illustrated. The only illustration
is the pictorial quilt reproduced on the
endpapers, although there is a list of
Images at the back of the book which
direct the reader to relevant websites.
I also like it so much that I wrote a poem
about it and, taking a very deep breath,
sent it to the author.
Clare Hunter is now “my new best
friend” because she was gracious
enough to reply and generous enough
to say she would pin it above her desk
for inspiration. But it is she who was
mine and I am looking forward to the
publication of her next book.

A Stitch In Time
After Clare Hunter
I
Imprisoned by the silence of censorship
the caged bird sews her secrets. In small
roundels Mary, Queen of Scots, mourns
her past in satin stitch and French knots.
A dolphin leaps the braided waves, a lion
is captured in a net of feathered stitches,
a droop of marigolds seeks the silken sun.
II
A Queen whispers to a nineteenth century
nursery maid confined by her anguish.
Elizabeth Parker stitches a litany of sorrow
and regret, unembroidered in red on a
square of cream linen. To atone for wishful
death languishes and labours minutely,
in a contrition of cross-stitched thread.
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III
An asylum jacket, the canvas for Agnes Richter
stitching her outrage onto the grey-green linen
she wears in Dresden fifty years later.
The overlapping words and jagged letters of an
antiquated script she worked in coloured
cursive, maddened messages lining her coat
spelling her fury and defiance of the lunatic.
IV
In a workhouse in Great Yarmouth a brother
locks away his sister. Fifty-five and voiceless,
Lorina Bulmer shouts her devastation in loud,
emphatic capitals, telling her tangled narrative
of injustice and abuse on fourteen feet of
coloured cloth. Ten years passing in her hell
trap den of five hundred other unfortunates.
V
Another fifty years and Mies Boossevain-van
Lennep survives the prison camp, bright
remnants from her old life a hand stitched
inspiration. Later, 4,000 women will piece
their painful memories into “the skirt of life”
hemmed in healing triangles, stamping the
cloth with hope and the mark of their days.
VI
Sixty-six embroidered and autographed
squares are the legacy of Ethel Mulvaney,
exhorting the women imprisoned at Changi
to sew something of themselves into quilts
they stitched with forge-me-nots to remember,
butterflies for the hope of freedom and a
bluebell-frocked angel in a flutter of wings.
VII
The lost, remembered by the Mothers of the
Disappeared in Argentina gathering in the
Plaza de Mayo on Thursdays. Marked out as
mothers in the whiteness of headscarves
embroidered with their children’s names and
dates of birth. Las Madres, stitching stories of
denied existence outside the Casa Rosada.
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VIII
The Andes are the backdrop for the Arpilleras,
sewn on coarse jute cloth by Chilean women
in search of sons and daughters. Cloth figures
animating the stitched scenes of rural life
impoverished by Pinochet. Recycled clothes
repossessing communities laid low by loss,
shortages of water, food and broken homes.
IX
A thousand years before, women in Hunan hand
stitched their secret language into handkerchiefs
and pillowcases, gifted wisdom sewn in covert
conversations for young brides. Messages couched
in coded stem stitch and the mystery of the woven
wheel, patterning our place in the world.
Anna Quarendon

Regift your furniture to help hospice care in
your community
If you’re replacing your sofa or dining
table or having a house clearance, did
you know you can donate your furniture
to Prospect Hospice?
The charity is in need of good quality
furniture to sell in its shops. In
particular, it is seeking donations of
sofas, chairs, dining tables and chairs,
bookshelves, wardrobes and side tables.
Victoria Canavan, head of retail at
Prospect Hospice, said: “There is a
demand for pre-loved furniture from
our customers but we have a shortage
of stock. If you have good quality items
of furniture you no longer need, please
consider donating to Prospect Hospice.
By donating your furniture you will be
helping people who want to buy from us
as well as benefiting local people who
need our care.”

If you would like to donate your
furniture please email vanbookings@
prospect-hospice.net with your name,
contact number, full address and
postcode. Sofas and upholstered
furniture must have fire labels attached
and photos of your items showing the
fire labels attached would be welcome.
Alternatively call the hospice’s
distribution centre on 01793 813362 and
leave your name and telephone number.
Prospect Hospice is a charity providing
end-of-life care to people 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. It serves a
community of more than 300,000 people
in Swindon and north east Wiltshire,
including Purton, Royal Wootton
Bassett, Cricklade, Marlborough
and Pewsey.
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It’s easier than
ever to find a local
business and click
straight through
to its website
or social media
page for more
information.
Visit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk

WEB
SHOP C
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OMING SOON

LOCKSMITH
Email: lockmastersmobile@tiscali.co.uk

FOLDERS • LEAFLETS • DESKPADS
FLYERS • COMPLIMENT SLIPS
LETTERHEADS • LABELS • BOOKS
BUSINESS CARDS • POSTERS
ENVELOPES • BROCHURES
BOOKLETS • CALENDARS
and now...
BANNERS & ROLLER BANNERS

t 01793 853849
e info@handwprint.co.uk

Tel: 01793 770476
Mob: 07860 742109

UGS COMING SOO
N!

04/22

M
T-SHIRTS &

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY
FROM YOUR HOME OR PLACE OF WORK
• Servicing & MoTs
Brake, clutch & cam belt replacement
• All repairs    New batteries
• Free fit tyres, puncture repair and exhaust centre
• For all makes of vehicle at competitive prices
•

05/22

Audi, BMW, Citroen, Fiat, Ford, Kia, Honda, Hyundai, Jaguar, Landrover, Range Rover,
Lexus, Mazda, Mercedes, MG, Mini, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Peugeot, Renault, Rover, Saab,
Subaru, Seat, Skoda, Suzuki, Toyota, Vauxhall, Volvo, VW, all 4WD & Vans.

For further details without any obligation simply ring:
Chris or Justyn on 01793 814888
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Purton Tennis Club
The winter league is drawing to an
end, and this year Purton Tennis Club
has had very mixed results. All the
teams have struggled against strong
opposition, but thankfully, we have had
very little disruption due to the weather
(although, we did have snow at the end
of November if you remember!). All the
players enjoyed wrapping up warmly
and having some outdoor exercise
during the winter – but now we are
definitely looking forward to the
summer league!

News
We are pleased to announce that Sid
Falconer is joining our coaching team.
Sid has a wealth of experience in the
playing and coaching of tennis. Sid
has been one of the country’s top deaf
players, and has represented the country
at international level, so we are very
lucky to have him at Purton. Sid and our
other coach Jon Bastin will be available
for individual and group coaching
sessions as well as cardio. Cardio is
suitable for players of all standards,

it’s a great
way to get fit, and most importantly, can
be great fun.
On the junior side of things, we are
very fortunate to have Nicola Gardner,
who will take junior training sessions
throughout the summer. We hope these
sessions will start at the beginning of
April, so if you have a youngster who
is interested in taking up or continuing
with tennis, then please get in touch.
There is no extra cost for junior members
attending these sessions on Saturday
mornings.
As always, if you have any questions
please get in touch with any member of
the committee or coaching team; we are
here to help and would very much look
forward to welcoming new members to
the club.
Jon Bastin (coach) jjbimages@gmail.com
Sid Falconer (coach) sjfalconer12975@
hotmail.co.uk
Janet Saunders (secretary)
janetcsaunders@gmail.com

Swindon Croquet Club
If you would like to try
something new in ’22 then
why not give croquet a
go? For the 2022 season,
Swindon Croquet Club
has prepared a wide
range of social play and
competitive matches
suitable for all ages and
abilities. In addition to
organising tournaments

and entering teams into
competitive leagues, the
Club organises weekly
social sessions of both
Association croquet and
Golf croquet. Prospective
and new members are
always given a very warm
welcome.
The lawns reopen on 1st
April for the new season.
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Free taster sessions,
with friendly tuition and
equipment provided,
are available so please
email swindoncroquet@
outlook.com for further
details if you wish to give
this fascinating game a
try. Further information
can also be found on the
Club’s Facebook page.

The other side of the gate
February always feels like a long
month. So close to spring, but still
knowing there’s a few weeks of feeding
and bedding ahead. The cows are
very settled this winter and although
I’ve observed a few looking out over
the fields, they’re yet to show any
confinement madness. I’ve had a few of
the calves jump out and I’ve found them
eating grass. I don’t think they were
looking for the grass, they just found it
whilst AWOL!
One of the bigger calves was letting
himself out after I’d done my final
checks and returning to barracks before
I was going out in the morning. This
activity would have gone unnoticed
if he hadn’t left a calling card on the
gravel next to the garage: Busted! I had
a good idea who it was and it didn’t
take long with a torch and some latenight reconnaissance mission to have
it confirmed. Toyboy (son of Coco, so
named as he looked like a toy calf when

born) was the culprit. He didn’t do any
damage, so I left him to it. I think he’s
stopped now as I’ve not seen any further
evidence.
I went on a ‘pastured poultry’ course
a few weeks back. The objective of the
day was to learn about different systems
of egg and meat production. The focus
was on laying hens and diet. One of the
case studies talked about how much
food the hens could find whilst walking
the surrounding grass areas. These
hens followed cows around the farm.
In the peak of summer, they believed
the hens would find 25% of their total
requirements from bugs, flies, seeds and
foliage.
The hens were cheaper to feed and
efficiently ‘cleaned’ the pasture of
parasites. There was some concern
about dung beetles (they’re a good
indicator of pasture health) being
impacted, but overall the results were
good with noticeable fly reduction.
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One of the downsides to free-roaming
hens is predication. One case study used
a companion dog (Italian Maremma) to
protect the hens from foxes and dogs.
I’m not sure if they’d stop buzzards and
kites though!
Hens need as varied a diet as possible.
That’s why the yokes are orange from
free-range and yellow from a barn and
caged hens. This also improves the
nutritional content – not all food is
equal.
Hens are forest dwellers and enjoy
the protection from the cover of trees.
This also applies to cows, who are also
forest dwellers. You can see why they
would compliment each other in a more
natural setting.
‘Free range’ is a modern term to make
us feel better, and it is better, but not as
good as the hens’ choice to free-range in
trees!
February also saw our vet come and do
our annual TB test. It’s probably the
most stressful week for us. So much

of our produce (raw milk) relies on us
having a clear test. The relief as the
last cow is put through without any
problems comes in a huge wave. I’m
never quite sure whether to sing or cry
(both are ugly), but I usually resist both
and smile like a goon!
We were a bit short on staff, so
neighbouring farmer Brian Scott came
and helped Sarah drive the cows
through the system. I’m in charge of
catching them for the vet to inject on day
one and then read the injection site four
days later. Four days of waiting… four
very long days!
February also saw a new resident at
Quarry Farm – Nala the fox red Labrador
arrived. I’m sure she will feature heavily
over the coming editions.
Pips cafe is now stocking our milkshakes
and milk. The milkshakes are so smooth
and with a little extra cream on top look
delicious too. I highly recommend you
try them!
Jonathan Cook, Quarry Farm
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Landscaping & Tree Surgeons
Amherst

.uk

aw

pert

• Professional tree surgeons
• Landscaping & Grounds maintenance
• All aspects of tree work
by Qualified Staff from Surveys, Reports,
Felling, Pruning, Planting
• Excavations & Clearance
• Hard and soft landscaping
• Driveways & Buildings - high pressure washing
• Weed Control
• Fencing
• Digger hire with operator, 1 - 13 ton
• Demolition with waste removed
• We sell topsoil & compost per ton, delivered

&

k

10/22

6

Telephone - 01793 772268
Mobile - 07921 856089
Greatfield, Swindon, SN4 8EQ
Fully insured, free estimates

British Association of
Landscape Industries

Email - AmherstContractors@hotmail.co.uk

01666 826456

12/22

e

www.georgevetgroup.co.uk
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Purton Cricket Club
for All Stars graduates.

Purton
Cricket Club will again be
Not only will they get to
running the All Stars and Dynamos
Cricket Courses this year. Both are eight- attend eight fun sessions,
but your Dynamo will
week programmes and places will be
also receive a personalised New
filled on a first come first served basis.
Our numbers are limited, so we’d advise Balance t-shirt and get access to loads
of exclusive content including the
you to sign up as soon as you can.
All Stars Cricket provides a fantastic first Dynamos Cricket app and collectable
Topps Cricket Attax Cards. Dynamos
experience for all children aged 5 to 8
cricket uses a softball and therefore
years old where they’re guaranteed 8
requires no special protective clothing,
weeks of jam-packed fun, activity and
and Purton Cricket Club will supply all
skills development. The programme is
the necessary equipment.
designed to introduce children to the
sport, teaching them new skills, helping The sessions will take place at Purton
Cricket
them make
Ground (SN5
new friends
4EE) every
and have a
Friday at 5
great time
pm ‘til 6 pm
doing so.
from 6th
Every
May.
child who
To secure
registers
your places,
will receive
search
a backpack
for ECB
full of
Dynamos or
goodies.
Purton Cricket Club will again be running the All Stars and Dynamos Cricket Courses again this year. Both are 8ECB All Stars, select Purton or use the
Your child’s pack will include a:
week programmes and places will be filled on a first come first served basis and our numbers are limited, so we'd
postcode SN5 4EE and complete your
backpack, cricket
bat, cricket ball and
advise you to sign up as soon as you can.
details. Make sure you select the right
a personalised t-shirt with your child’s
All Stars Cricket
provides a fantastic
all childrenfor
agedthe
5-8 years
old of
where
they’rechild.
guaranteed 8
course
age
your
name. Those children
returning
to first
Allexperience for
weeks of jam-packed fun, activity, and skills development. The programme is designed to introduce children to the
Stars will receive
kit bag,
a set
of them make new
sport,ateaching
them new
skills, helping
friends
and have
great time
The
cost
for aeach
ofdoing
theso.programmes is
that registers
will receive a backpack full of goodies. Your child’s pack will include a: Backpack; Cricket
stumps, a newEvery
ballchildand
a personalised
£40
payable
to
the
ECB.
bat; Cricket ball; Personalised t-shirt with your child’s name. Those children returning to All Stars will receive a kit
t-shirt.
bag, a set of stumps, a new ball and a personalised t-shirt.
REMEMBER Purton Cricket Club also
The sessions will take place at Purton Cricket Ground (SN5 4EE) every Friday at 5pm till 6pm from 8 July.
The sessions will
take place at Purton
offers training and teams in the Under
Cricket GroundDynamos
(SN5Cricket
4EE)
every Friday at
age
groups
for 1st,
is the perfect introduction to cricket11/13/15/19
for all 8-11-year-olds,
as well
as a great as
next well
step for as
All Stars
graduates.
only will
they get to attend eight fun sessions,
but your
Dynamo will also
receive a personalised New
5 p.m. till 6 p.m.
fromNot8th
July.
2nd and
midweek
seniors.
Balance t-shirt and get access to loads of exclusive content including the Dynamos Cricket app and collectable Topps
Dynamos Cricket
isAttax
theCards.
perfect
Cricket
Dynamos cricket uses a softball and
therefore
requires
no special protective clothing and Purton
Just
email
membership.purtoncc@
Club willfor
supply
all the
necessary equipment.
introduction toCricket
cricket
all
8 to
gmail.com to register your interest.
The sessions will take place at Purton Cricket Ground (SN5 4EE) every Friday at 5pm till 6pm from 6 May.
11-year-olds, as well as a great next step
Graham Wright
To secure your places search for ECB Dynamos or ECB All Stars, select Purton or use the postcode SN5 4EE and
th

th

complete your details. Make sure you select the right course for the age of your child.
The cost for each of the programmes is £40 payable to the ECB.
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Purton Scarecrow Trail
Sat September 3rd and Sun 4th 2022 - SAVE THE DATE!
We are planning another event as a
fundraiser for maintenance costs of the
community public access defibrillators
at the Village Hall and The Royal George
pub.
For those of you who are not sure what
a “scarecrow trail” is, it’s a quiz based
on clues around the village. Each
“scarecrow” will have a cryptic meaning
which will usually be easy to solve, but
hopefully with a few tricky ones to make
the competition worth the prizes that
will be on offer.
Anyone who would like to be involved
is welcome to either make their own
scarecrow to put in their garden or
window, or to “host” one for someone
else if that is easier. It has to be clearly
visible from the road or path outside
your property. You can be as artistic as
you want or keep it really simple.
The trail will be run over Saturday 3rd
and Sunday 4th September 2022. We
shall also run a mini trail for younger
children, on a shorter route and located
off the main roads.
The 2022 theme will be ”Heroes &
Villains”. Choose from films, TV, fiction
or real-life characters and make your
entry as easy or tricky as you like.
Any shops or businesses in the village
could put a scarecrow in their window,
“sponsor” a scarecrow on the trail and/
or offer a prize.
If you want to take part, making or
hosting a scarecrow (or to offer a prize),
please contact us. Let us know your first
and second choice entry of Hero, Villain

or Hero & Villain by 30th June 2022.
Let us know your contact details (name,
address, postcode, telephone number
and email address) via info@purtonscarecrow.co.uk. We shall then send out
more information about what to do next.
If you don’t have an email address, call
Ali Davies on 01793 772579 for more
information.
Please also visit, like and follow our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
PurtonScarecrowTrail/ where you can
see previous scarecrows and perhaps get
some ideas if you need them.
If you plan to offer teas, cakes or
any refreshments to raise funds for
your favourite charity, please let us
know so that we can indicate this on
the route/trail map and also please
consider donating some of the money
raised towards our scheme as this will
contribute to the ongoing maintenance
costs of the community public access
defibrillators.
A quiz sheet with a map of all the
scarecrow locations, parking and
refreshment sites will be available to
buy from various places in the village,
beforehand and on the weekend.
We shall provide more detailed
information closer to the time, with
updates in the Purton Magazine over
the next few months and also on our
Facebook page.
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What Is A Defibrillator?
Many of us will have heard about or
seen newspaper articles or radio and TV
programmes talking about defibrillators
or “defibs”.
This piece of life-saving equipment
(also known as an Automated External
Defibrillator or AED) can be used if
someone collapses due to a heart
attack and needs their heart restarting.
Defibrillators are now found in many
locations as they are easy and safe to
use and can really make a difference.
Purton has two community public
access defibrillators, which are available
24hrs a day via the Ambulance Service.
If you think someone has had a heart
attack or has collapsed, current advice
is to call 999. If they think a defibrillator
is needed, the controller will tell you
where to go to collect it and give you the
code to open the box where it is stored.
At the same time, an ambulance will be
sent to ensure that paramedics are on
their way to help with the emergency.
When you use the defibrillator, it talks
you through exactly what to do and it
only operates if the person who has
collapsed needs it.

Purton’s community public access
defibrillators are located as follows:
• Outside the Village Hall, Station
Road
• Outside The Royal George pub,
Pavenhill
The two websites listed below are very
helpful with more information:
Life-saver.org.uk – This website offers an
interactive first aid film where you make
the choices just as you might do in an
emergency.
What3words.com – This site pinpoints
your location more accurately than the
postcode of the area and allows the
emergency services to locate you more
easily.
Remember that you cannot do any harm
by using a defibrillator as they are safe
to use and you might save someone’s
life.
Always call 999 first for help and advice
if you think someone is having a heart
attack.
The Purton Scarecrow team
Email: info@purton-scarecrow.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
PurtonScarecrowTrail/

Purton Profferings
•
•

•

Seventeen 190 x 190 x 80mm glass blocks. Reclaimed but usable. Please
phone 01793 771563 or 07887935670
Canon Colour printer TR4550, almost new and needs a new home. Libbie:
771018. A small donation to St Mary’s funds or Christian Aid would be
appreciated but not essential.
I have a collection of VHS video tapes about motor racing from pre World War
2 to fairly recent (1990s). They are free to a good home or homes. I have a full
list of titles available if you are interested, please call Dave on 07442 179342 or
email me at david.a.hughes29@btinternet.com
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Mini crossword
Here is the next in our series of mini
crosswords that are only designed to be
a bit of fun. Again there are no prizes but
the answers to February’s puzzle are 1)
Hope 2) Mason 3) Live and Let
4) Greyhound 5) Foresters 6) Ghost Train
7) Queens 8) Live
This month there are eight clues
and readers will benefit from their
knowledge of our village to spot the
connections.
1 across Aldrin and Armstrong’s
fellow traveller (7)
5 across Beast of burden (9)
7 across Sulks (5)
6
9 across Golf club (4)
2 down Tresses (5)
3 down Dr Jekyll’s alter ego (4)
4 down Could be sheep or
pigs (5)
6 down Young amphibian (7)
7 down Soggy soil (3)
9
8 down Good home for 6
down (4)
This is the next crossword created by
Neil and Rob Miles again having
some local interest to challenge
villagers. Answers will be in the April
issue and if any reader would like to
create their own mini crossword we
would be delighted to include it in a

future issue of your magazine. As before
we have taken many of the words from
recent Purton Magazines and especially
from the advertisements but, of course,
dictionaries provide many more options.
We aim for the clues to have a spread of
difficulty to attract readers initially with
the easier clues.
1

2

3

4
5

7

8

Shapes of empty boxes within an 11 x 11
box square, perhaps as a table in Word
or in Excel software – or simply hand
drawn and we will do the rest – contact
details are on page 4 and on our website
www.purtonmagazine.co.uk

Community Gardens Award
The National Garden Scheme grants
awards to help community gardening
projects. Previously managed in
partnership with the Royal Horticultural
Society, from 2019 the scheme became
wholly managed by the National Garden
Scheme. In 2020 we gave out awards to

44 projects bringing the
total of projects supported
to-date to over 100, with
a total amount donated of
£209,384.
Applications for 2022 are now open, visit
https://ngs.org.uk/cga-application/
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Swindon Cares

This month has really not gone to plan…
We’ve set up the fence ready to move

The High Sheriff of Wiltshire is hosting
a concert on Saturday 26 March at
7.30 p.m. in Christ Church, Old Town,
Swindon, SN1 3HB, in support of Rotary
Swindon Cares and Swindon Domestic
Abuse Support Service.
Tickets for the concert, featuring The
Wessex Male Choir cost £20 per person
including a reception after the concert,
or £10 for the Concert only.

They can be obtained via:
Email: rotarynicky@nickyalberry.co.uk
Web: wessexmalechoir.co.uk/tickets
In person: Christ Church Community
Centre (during opening times)
or: Swindon Central Library (during
opening times)
Post: Nicky Alberry, Business West, Park
House, Church Place, Swindon, SN1 5ED
The concert is also kindly supported
by Arkells Family Brewers and will be
recorded by BBC Wiltshire.

Beneath
the Wool
This month has really not gone to plan…
We’ve set up the fence ready to move
the ewes after they’ve been scanned,
and the scanning had all been booked
in, but unfortunately all the planning
has been hampered by a family covid
outbreak. Everything has gone down
the pan… Scanning has been cancelled
until we are clear, and all of the other
planned jobs can’t be done. It’s really a
big hit to the farm as we are now behind.
This month’s article was supposed to be
all about the scanning results, so there’s
not an awful lot to talk about.
Unfortunately over the last month,
some people using the footpath have
cut the wire on the stile. This is really
infuriating, as the council footpath
team made a dog chute for the stile,
but people still decide to cut the wire
for their dogs. Doing this causes us a
massive problem, as the sheep can then
get out of what was a completely stock
proof field.
Hopefully next month we will be back
on track, have all the scanning news,
and maybe even a date for a lambing
open day.
Michael Woodward, Rogers Farm, Purton
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The Mobility Store
7 Clive Parade
Cricklade Road,
Swindon SN2 1AJ

01793 701313

swindon@thehearingand
mobilitystore.co.uk

MAKE LIFE EASIER

THE MARLBOROUGH
MOBILITY STORE

• Large range of Mobility Aids • PPE
• Hire services • Wheelchairs • Stairlifts
FREE HEARING HEALTH CHECK

56 George Lane,
Marlborough SN8 4BY

01672 511550

wiltshiremobility@mail.com

Shoes and slipper
Footcare appointments

THE WROUGHTON
MOBILITY STORE
Unit 1, The Forge
4-6 Devizes Road
Wroughton SN4 0RZ

NEW
ADDRESS

01793 815083

wroughtonmobility@mail.com

06/22

Rise and recline furniture
Adjustable beds

Mobility scooters
Mobility scooter repairs

FREE LEVEL ACCESS PARKING AT ALL STORES
www.thehearingandmobilitystore.co.uk

THE BOURTON ON THE
WATER MOBILITY STORE

Lansdowne
Bourton on the Water GL54 2AR

01451 810088

bourtonmobility@mail.com

Come and visit us
during the school day!

Monday 7 and
Tuesday 8 March 2022
BRADONFOREST.ORG.UK

9.15AM - 10.30AM
Book your FREE place here:
tinyurl.com/BradonForestEvents

THE BLUEPRINT FOR YOUR FUTURE
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Royal Wootton Bassett Academy


Academy
first in England to gain
reaccreditation for its commitment to
Holocaust Education
Staff and pupils at Royal Wootton
Bassett Academy (RWBA) are delighted
to announce that they are the first
school nationally to be reaccredited as
a Quality Mark UCL Beacon School for
commitment to Holocaust Education.
Significantly RWBA was given the
news on Holocaust Memorial Day, 27
January. Being one of approximately 10
original Schools chosen to pilot the UCL
Beacon School programme in 2012, the
Academy has shown its commitment to
highlighting Holocaust and genocide
studies throughout the curriculum.
Dr Andy Pearce UCL Reviewer
said, “The Quality Mark award is a
means of recognising those schools
with an ongoing and unrelenting
commitment to making sure that the
Holocaust education they provide is
of the highest standard. The award
is earned, not given; meaning that
this is an achievement that schools
work incredibly hard to attain. I
wholeheartedly commend and
congratulate all who are involved in

RWBAs Beacon School activities.
As a Beacon School they have marked
Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) with
a series of events centred around this
year’s theme ‘One Day’.
Sophie Staniforth, a History teacher at
the Academy has been involved with the
planning of events. She said “there are
lessons across the week relating to HMD.
With each year group responding and
engaging with a different survivor story,
every department does something to
link to the Holocaust.”
Charlie I’Anson, head of PE at the
Academy said “we use the power of PE
and sport by getting active around this
year’s ‘one day’ focus. We honour HMD
through ‘one day’ of activity. PE staff
completed 24hrs of activity and students
completed an activity based around 2
and 4 to represent 24 hours in ‘one day’.
The department also learned about
Jewish survivors who went on to have
sporting success. Teacher Nicola
Wetherall, who has received an MBE for
her services to Holocaust Education,
Genocide Prevention and Human
Rights Awareness said “Sir Ben Helfgott
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COMPTON
WELDING
Jon’s

Changes

8 Station Road, Purton

STEEL FABRICATIONS

est. 1969

WROUGHT IRONWORK

Town,
Dauntsey
and
Specialist in PVCU windows,
doors,
Broad Town,
Wootton
Bassett
and Dauntsey
GATES
& RAILINGS Broad
FIRE
ESCAPES
patio doors, bi-folding
doors
Tel: WELDING
07946
895104ETC.
JULIETTE BALCONIES Royal
SITE
Wootton
Bassett
Repair, service and sales : All makes and models
and conservatories.
email: info@comptonwelding.co.uk
Cylinder, Tel:
rotary and
ride on mowers
: Strimmers
07946
895104
White, Woodgrain, Woodgrain on white
www.comptonwelding.co.uk
Hedge cutters : Chain saws : Rotovators : Leaf blowers
or Coloured.
Repair, service and sales.
Petrol disc cutters : Tool repairs : Blade sharpening etc.

TEL (01793)All770742
makes and models

Greg & Vicki would like to welcome you to

Prompt efficient service : Collection and Delivery service available
Email: info@goldboroughgardenmachinery.com
Cylinder,
rotary and ride on mowers,
www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com
Strimmers,
Hedge cutters, Chain
or find us on Facebook

saws, Rotovators, Leaf blowers, Petrol
disc cutters, Tool repairs and Blade
sharpening etc.
Prompt, efficient service. Collection
and delivery service available
Email:

The Bell Inn
Purton Stoke
Serving food:

Tues
- Sat 12-2pm
& 6-9pm
For a free
quotation
please call:
Jon Usher 01793
770596
Sunday
12-3pm

Email:
jonschanges@btInternet.com
Bank
Holiday Mondays 12-2pm
Over 25 years experience

01793
770434
www.bellinnpurtonstoke.com
10 College
Road, Purton,
Swindon SN5 4AR

10/22

03/22

s

info@goldboroughgardenmachinery.com
www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com

or find us on Facebook

Cotswold Tree Surgeons

Qualified tree care specialists. Established in 1979

03/22

e

121 Upham Road, Old Walcot, Swindon SN3 1DP

For the best in tree care
• Pruning • Hedges • Planting Schemes • Care of veteran trees
• Dangerous trees removed • Advice and surveys • Maintenance contracts
• Domestic tree work • All our wood chip is recycled
Radiators/towel
rails 771742 www.cotswoldtreesurgeons.co.uk
Tel Keith Mills 01793
Power-flushing

LOGS
Upgrades

General Plumbing

by SOUTHERN

FORESTRY

Cookers
& Fires
Seasoned
logs for open fires and wood burning stoves.
Supplied loose, in nets and dumpy bags.

03/22

46 or email: enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk
dwdunn.co.uk

1 cu m £110
1½ cu m £150
2 cu m £200

Call Keith Mills
01793 771742
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survived many camps and went on to
represent the UK in weightlifting. We
try to find a lens for students to identify
with these survivors and events.
Asked why it is so important to
remember the Holocaust, Nicola
explains, “It’s about equipping pupils
to be global citizens to be informed,
that they do have a voice and there are
warning signs. This doesn’t just happen
by chance in any one society so there
are little things every single day, it’s how
they treat each other in the corridor and
the respect they show each other.
RWBA has been honoured to host
a number of survivor testimonies
throughout the years. Nicola explained
how students engage with these
important visitors, “Of course, all the
survivors we’ve met were kids during
the war, and by nature they survived
because they were young and resilient
to what was happening around them.
Zigi Shipper BEM, who has come to our
school regularly, was 92 last month. He
was a child, a teenager, so immediately
you’ve got that hook with kids, even
the tricky kids, even the hard to reach
kids. There’s something about those
experiences even though they’re
traumatic, even though they’re horrific,
even though they’re extreme, there’s
some degree of resonance, there’s
some degree of adversity, there’s some

degree of connection or hook and if
it’s somebody like Zigi then he’s got a
sparkle in his eye and a story to tell and
they’re in the palm of his hand.”
Year 12 student Zach Coventry adds
“I think it’s been really beneficial
to hear other people’s stories about
genocide. You always see it on the news
or read about it, but you never really
understand their stories till you really go
into it. Hearing personal stories makes it
more human, more personal, instead of
just statistics on a screen it’s an actual
story that they’ve told.”
Concluding his report, Dr Andy Pearce
commented, “There is ample evidence to
suggest that because of the work that is
taking place at RWBA, its students have
every opportunity to become the adults
of tomorrow that we need.”
The Academy would usually have a
big showcase event planned to mark
HMD such as survivor testimony,
however in the current climate a
majority of this year’s testimonies
and experiences have been online or
remote. To learn more about UCL Centre
for Holocaust Education visit https://
holocausteducation.org.uk RWBA is part
of the Royal Wootton Bassett Academy
Trust, for more information please visit
www.rwba.org.uk and www.rwbatrust.
org.uk

Prayer for Purton
This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works in:
Restrop View, Restrop Road, Battlewell, Bagbury Lane, (and from Ridgeway Farm)
Quarry Field, Lower Mill, and Mill View
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We welcome submissions for publication in the next edition of Purton
Magazine from the local community and from readers further afield. Copy
deadline is the 10th of each month. Please email mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

PC Doctor Dan

&

115 High Street, Cricklade
Tel: 01793

759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home & Business Computing

30

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation

www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

12/22

11/22

Free pick-up and drop-off service
Purchasing advice, setup and installation
Secure wireless and home networking
Share files, photos, music and printers
Virus and spyware detection and removal
Training to meet your specific needs
Hardware/ software repairs and upgrades
Improve PC performance and reliability
Create backups to protect key information
Consultancy and managed service options
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dkhaines68@gmail.com

Platinum Jubilee celebrations
This year Her Majesty
the Queen became the
first British Monarch to
have served for 70 years,
having acceded to the
throne on 6 February
1952. Some of you may
be planning to hold a
community party to
mark this very special
milestone.
There will be an extended bank holiday
from Thursday 2 to Sunday 5 June to give
people an opportunity to celebrate the
milestone, with a number of national
events and reflections planned to mark
Her Majesty’s 70-year reign.
We have collated useful information
and guidance to help with your local

arrangements. If you’re
planning an event that
needs any involvement
or permission from
the council (such as a
street party that requires
a road closure) then
relevant applications
need to be in at least
eight weeks before it’s
due to take place. For
instance, for events planned to take
place on Thursday 2 June, applications
would need to be with us no later than
Thursday 7 April.
For more information visit:
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/highwaysplatinum-jubilee-celebrations

R0yal Wootton Bassett & District Rotary Club
Through the charity fundraising events
held by the Royal Wootton Bassett &
District Rotary Club, the sum of £1000
was donated to Great Western Hospital’s
Brighter Futures to support their Hickory
Dickory Dock project. Their aim is to
raise £22000 to be able to replace all the
clocks in the hospital with Dementia
Clocks. These clocks will be of great
benefit to people suffering from this
condition as they display information
such as letters, numbers, morning or
afternoon and month, all on a highly
visible face which will help to reduce
confusion.
Seen in the picture presenting the
cheque to Adam Wainwright is Club

President Gillian Vaughan. Also in
attendance were President Elect Linda
Locke and Secretary Nick Parker.
Linda Locke, President Elect & Public
Relations Officer
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Carer charity is looking for
volunteer befrienders
Carer Support Wiltshire are looking
to expand their team of Here to
Talk volunteers following a surge in
demand from unpaid carers who are
experiencing feelings of isolation and
need someone to talk to.
Here to Talk volunteers provide regular
phone conversations to unpaid carers
who feel they would benefit from having
someone to chat with.
Anyone who is interested in this flexible
volunteering role and can commit to
the minimum of half an hour every two
weeks is encouraged to get in touch,
says Volunteer Recruitment Manager
Amanda Rothwell.
“Our telephone befriending service has
helped to ease feelings of isolation for
hundreds of unpaid carers. It’s been
more in demand since the pandemic
began, but unpaid carers are often
isolated even when there aren’t any
restrictions. When you are caring for
someone who is ill, or has a condition or

disability, it can be difficult to leave the
house. If you’re the only person in your
friendship group who is a carer, it can
feel isolating.”
Those who would like to volunteer and
who meet the criteria will be provided
by Carer Support Wiltshire with full
training on subjects such as listening
skills, confidentiality, safeguarding,
mental health awareness and
communication.
Successful applicants will have a
friendly approach with good listening
skills, be non-judgemental with respect
for different lifestyles and empathetic
to the needs and concerns of unpaid
carers.
If you are interested in becoming a
Here to Talk volunteer and being a
friend to a carer who is experiencing
feelings of loneliness, you can contact
Carer Support Wiltshire at volunteer@
carersupportwiltshire.co.uk or by calling
01380 908158.

Prospect Hospice
Play Prospect Hospice’s spring raffle
and you could win a cash prize
Support Prospect Hospice by playing
its spring raffle and you will be helping
it to care for people at the end of their
lives in the local community. Tickets
are just £1 each and there are a range of
cash prizes, including the first prize of
£2,000. The prize package is sponsored
by Imagine Cruising.
Tickets can be bought online at

www.prospect-hospice.net/raffle or at
the charity’s shops. Every pound really
does make a difference so, whether
you’re looking to buy a single ticket or
many, you will be playing your part in
raising vital funds for Prospect Hospice.
Online entries close on Friday 25 March
2022 and the draw will take place
on Friday 1 April. For full terms and
conditions, please visit www.prospecthospice.net/raffle.
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05/22

A PERSONAL, FRIENDLY &
CARING SERVICE
 ROUTINE & COSMETIC
DENTISTRY
 CONVENTIONAL & INVISIBLE
BRACES
 SMILE MAKEOVERS
 DENTURE WORK
 EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS
AVAILABLE
Nigel Masters BDS DPDS

1 Church Street, Purton, Swindon, SN5 4DS

06/22

Tel: 01793 770532
csdental@btInternet.com
www.csdental.co.uk
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Purton Magazine is available to buy at; One Stop, Purton Farm
Shop, Dora’s Dairy, Shear Success and the Co-op.
We deliver to over 700 homes each month through our network of
volunteers. To become a distributor, or a Magazine subscriber,
contact Sandra Horsnall, tel: 01793 770157 or
email: distribution@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Open 10am-4.30pm Tue-Fri
(last orders 4pm)
10am-1.30pm Sat (last orders 1pm)

Guaranteed
Guaranteed
Position
Position
Join us at the Silver Threads Hall for;
do not move
do not move
For the latest information visit:
facebook.com/pipscommunitycafe/

Tel: marynettleton@hotmail.co.uk
01793 771 720
email:
Tel Mary: 01793 772298,
Duty team: 07498 526872

12/22

freshly prepared paninis and sandwiches,
homemade cakes, hot and cold seasonal
dishes, barista-style coffee and a range of
hot and cold drinks.

04/22

Your local Solicitor for:
• Business disputes
• Wills and inheritance issues
• Family law

Tel: (01793) 771167
Mobile: 07795 832087

BANISH LIMESCALE

FOREVER!

with an award-winning Kinetico Water Softener

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural
and Equine Electrical Contractors

Guaranteed
Position
do not move

o Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service
(eg landlord inspection reports). Shiny taps & scale free kettle
o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered
by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.
o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.
o Home
Automation Systems - Turn on your lights
✶
No more clogged showerheads
or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –
or visit
Save up tocall
10%01285
of your 770002
electricity bill
www.gloucestershire-softeners.com
o Telecommunications
and Data Networks.
AP
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Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm
6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire SN5 4AA

2018
WINNER

Best Plumbing or Drainage
Product

Applies to Premier Compact Water Softener

Gloucestershire
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02/23

Softeners

“Part of DW Dunn Ltd -Plumbing &Heating”

Gloucestershire
2789_Gloucestershire-TrainAdvert_PRINT.indd 1

Softeners

Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998
www.themaharajah.co.uk
Email: khalique@themaharajah.co.uk
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Guaranteed
Position
do not move

