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Autumn is the ideal time for a forage around the village, with boxes 
of excess fruit and vegetables outside homes, and hedgerows hanging 
heavy with sloes and blackberries, like these on The Common.
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• Smarthome Solution Design 
and Implementation

• Multi-room audio, CCTV and 
alarm systems

• Car charging points 
(OLEV Grant approved)

• Domestic, commercial, equestrian 
and agricultural electrical contractors 
and engineers

• Landlord inspection, testing and 
certification service

• Part P approved with 6 year 
warranty on domestic work

Tel: 01793 771167 Mobile: 07795 832087
www.butcherselectrical.co.uk09
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You can find us at 2 Gateway North,  
Latham Road, Swindon SN25 4DL

Chippenham | Devizes | Marlborough 
Royal Wootton Bassett | Swindon

We can provide a  
helping hand. 

 
We offer a free one hour  

consultation. 
 

Fixed fee services, so no  
unexpected costs. 

 
Support and peace of mind,  

when you need it most. 

T: 01793 384140 
E: privateclient@awdrys.co.uk

Aldi

BlunsdonA419

Abbey Meads

Redhouse

ASDA 
Supercentre

WE ARE HERE
David Lloyd Swindon

Harvester

Thamesdown Drive

We understand 
that dealing with 
probate can  
be daunting.

ABD Purton Magazine HPage Port 61 x 191 Probate Lady&S
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Purton Contacts
Wiltshire Councillor Jacqui Lay 770704
Doctor Purton Surgery 770207
Dental Surgery Church Street 770532
Junior Church Mary Hodges 770505
Library Librarians 770870
(Mondays 2-5pm; Tuesdays 2-7pm; Wednesdays 10am-5pm; Fridays 2-5pm)
Luncheon Club Pat Suddaby 771331
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12 noon, Silver Threads Hall)
Museum
Police/Fire/Ambulance Emergencies 999
Police Non-emergency 101
Age Concern Minibus Hazel Woodbridge 770862
Purton Parish Council Deborah Lawrence 771066
Purton Silver Threads Lindsey Hall 771890
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery Purton Vets 771869
Pips Community Café Duty volunteers 07498 526872
(Tuesday-Friday 9am-4.30pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm) www.facebook.com/
purtoncommunitycafe/
Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School Secretary 770570
Pear Drops at Playclose Sarah Grigg 950159
Pear Drops Pre-School 
(formerly Under 5s’)

Sarah Grigg 978536

St Mary’s Primary School Secretary 770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk 
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk 

Tel: 770077 (773031 emergencies only)
Curate: Revd Judith Wells email: judithwells36@googlemail.com 

Tel: 770627
Wardens Sandra Horsnall: 

770157
Jane Smith: 
772422

Administrator: Rosie Harris administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages in the 
centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister: Revd Shirlyn Toppin Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw, Royal 

Wootton Bassett SN4 8LT
Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett 
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Priest: Revd Father Lucas 
Rodrigues

Tel: 852366

Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon, Tues, Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest: Father Michael Robertson Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church
Services: Holy Days 7.00pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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From the Editors
September is going to be a very special month for our St. Mary’s church. Regular 
readers will know that a substantial programme of renewal came to its conclusion 
while we were all still locked down. Occasional services have already been held but 
now – on Saturday 4th September – everyone is invited to an open day and more 
details can be found on page 16. Quite apart from admiring the renewed interior of 
our magnificent building there will be lots of other things to see and do, especially 
for children. Drinks will be available from the new kitchen servery, undoubtedly 
with lots of cake as well as chances to see and hear the church bells being rung.

Then the following day, Sunday 5th, the Bishop of Bristol, the Right Reverend 
Vivienne Faull will be visiting to take part in the grand reopening to bless and 
dedicate the renewed building and set the congregation on its way to make best 
use of the new and renewed facilities. She will also take part in the 10.30 family 
service after which there will be a chance to meet our Bishop and enjoy a light 
lunch to which all are invited.

If all that isn’t enough, there will be a table top trail around the village on Saturday 
25th September with proceeds going towards the fund to repair the imposing 
tower at the west of St. Mary’s. At the latest count there will be at least 15 table 
top sales dotted around Purton, each selling a different collection of household 
items as well as many miscellaneous edible things, often lovingly produced in the 
house behind the table in question. More information is on page 22 and each table 
will have a list of all the table top venues in the village and the list will be published 
on local social media.

This issue of your magazine also has many contributions about this year’s harvest 
including on page 28, a reminder that in olden times this was a vital time of the 
year when success was a matter of life and death in many communities. In those 
days a harvest tea or supper was usually shared by the squire, farmer and labourers, 
followed by dancing and merry-making. However, on page 29 we learn that such 
was the 1867 merry-making in the Essex parish of Foxearth that it was described 
as “unrestrained riot and excess.” 

30
Years service awards 
presented to two of 
Purton’s Girlguiding 

volunteers – see page 11

388
Bales of hay made 
by our two regular 

farming contributors 
– see page 34

87
Miles is the total length 
of the Ridgeway, walked 
during lockdown by two 
local ladies – see page 51

September 2021 
Volume 43 No.9 

1st Published 1975
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Purton Parish Council News
Community Safety Roadshow

A huge thank you for the community support shown on our first 
Community Safety Roadshow held on Saturday 24 July 2021 in 
Purton Village Hall.

A variety of organisations attended including Wiltshire Police, Wiltshire Bobby Van, 
Purton Dementia Community, Purton Parish Council, Purton Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme co-ordinator and Purton Age Concern. Thank you all for your continued 
support of the community and working together for the better.

The event was well received and supported by residents, neighbouring communities 
and as always, the volunteering Councillors and parish staff.  

Annual Parish Walk

This year’s Annual Parish Walk (delayed due to COVID) will be organised by the 
Volunteer Footpath Team to take place on Sunday 3rd October. Meet at the layby by 
the vet’s to leave at two o’clock. The walk will be approximately four miles and may 
include a few stiles, the route is still to be decided. Final details will be posted in the 
October edition of the magazine.

Council Meetings For September 

Commencing at 7pm in Purton Village Hall. All meetings are open to the public.

Council Meeting     Monday 13th September 2021

Purton War Memorial and Village Centre Charity Monday 27th September 2021

Youth Club

We are hopeful that the successful youth club held pre–Covid in our Village Hall on 
a Wednesday will restart soon. There are no details at the moment regarding dates, 
but we will advertise the reopening when we are able. Watch this space.
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Neil Farr
Plumbing & Heating

• Bathroom/kitchen refits,
• Central heating systems.

Tel: 01793 526207
Mob: 077 99 59 57 01

Free quotations/estimates.
Emergency callouts.

Quality Builders
MARK MANNING

Garden walls • patios • drives
• pointing • plastering • roofing

• new chimneys built and repaired
• extensions • loft conversions

Alterations & free advice.
Tel 07980 309877

manningmarka@sky.com

Delicious Delights
Catering for weddings,
parties and corporate groups.
Served from our door to your table

Katherine Young

Also available:
Wedding, Celebration & Birthday Cakes

t: 01793 770486
e:cyoung65@btInternet.com

TV & VIDEO REPAIRS

  I n  H o m e  E s t i m a t e s
  I n  H o u s e  R e p a i r
 A l l  r e p a i r s  g u a r a n t e e d

Tel:
01793
812738TV Tuning & Set Ups

GOGGLEBOX
TV & VIDEO

REPAIR
SERVICE

Do you need Finance & Admin Support?
Business growing and don't have the time or experience?

We are qualified accountants with over 20 years’ experience in industry.
Providing day to day tasks such as invoicing, data entry & bank reconciliations
to budgeting & forecasting.  Regular weekly or monthly support to one-off tasks
or projects. Contact us today to find out how we can support your business.

Contact Sadie Williams 07914835772
or e-mail: sadie@harwoodandpartners.co.uk

greenmanngardens@gmail.com

Green Mann Garden
Services

For all aspects of Garden Care,
Maintenance and Renovation.

Contact Toby
(RHS, City & Guilds qualified)

01793 778069 / 07972 250878
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Quarry Farm,
The Hyde, Purton,

Swindon,
SN5 4EA

Web: dorasdairy.co.uk
Email: dairymaid@dorasdairy.co.uk

Tel: 07453 348560

Dora’s  Dairy

Raw and pasteurised milk
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Telephone, Swindon

772172
Flowers for all

occasions

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL

Available for Hire

For further information and bookings

TELEPHONE  772646

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk

www.boothandson.com
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M. LAWRENCE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

17 Vasterne Close, Purton
 Domestic Rewire
 Wiring for Extensions
 Electric Storage Heating
 Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting

Tel: 771084
Mobile: 07743 128222

Matthew Scott NCH
Garden & Landscape Services

Including Fencing, Decking,
Patios & Walling

Pruning,
Clearance & Turfing

Free Quotations,  All Jobs Considered
Mobile:  07909 671501
Tel/Fax:  01793 772986

RODENTS WASPS

FLIES ANTS

N.W.D.S. PEST CONTROL
Mobile: 07932 119999
Office: 01793 770807

PURTON CLUB
NON MEMBERS WELCOME

Live Sport & Music
Families Welcome

Open Hours:
Tues   7 - 12

Wed & Thurs  5 -12
Fri  3 - 12

Sat & Sun   All Day
FREE FUNCTION ROOM HIRE

For Parties, Weddings, Funerals

DISCO HIRE £75
Catering Available

Come Join Us!

01793 770316
07887724399

Foot Health Professional
Catherine Clark, BSc (Hons)

MCFHP, MAFHP
Treatment of hard skin, corns, fungal nails,
thickened and ingrown nails plus routine
toe nail cutting and filing in the comfort of

your own home
NOW AVAILABLE IN PURTON

01793 936845 / 07741 457860
or visit www.highworthfootcare.com

for more information

FRAN BREWER
Mobile Service covering the Purton Area
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PILATES 
with Shauna Wheeldon

Returning to Silver Threads from September

Thursday evening 6.00pm and 7.15pm classesThursday evening 6.00pm and 7.15pm classes
Spaces are limited and must be 

booked in advance
If you are interested or would like to find out more 

information please contact me on:  
shauna.wheeldon@gmail.com or Tel: 07717 56029607

/2
2
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Chimney
MechanicsLtd

Chimney sweeping, 
Pots, cowls & bird-guards, 
Repointing & stack repairs, 
Stoves, liners & fireplaces 
Wood-burner installation

HETAS registered

01793 771782

12 High Street, Purton
Swindon SN5 4AA
Tel 01793 771022

www.purtondentalpractice.co.uk

Full Range of Dental Care
Including Crowns, Bridges, Veneers

White Fillings & Tooth Whitening

Braces for Adults and Children
         Including

Prevention & Hygienist

Friendly Relaxed Atmosphere

Philip Cooke BDS Gina Cooke RDH

March 4th.  Race Night
March 11th.  AutobBand(Live)

March 25th. Biominal (Live) Inc.
80s Fancy Dress party

Smart Comfortable Surroundings
with Good Beer and Good Company.

So why not join?
Quiz Nights: every Sunday 8pm

Open all day Saturdays and Sundays
Phone 07493 317709
Outside bench seating.

www.redhouseclubpurton.co.uk
... including forthcoming events

Red House Club

Wessex Construction
Extensions,  Renovations

Kitchens,  Bathrooms
Replacement Doors & Windows

Member of the NHBC

Tel:  01793 772402
Mob:  07767684347

CLIFFORDS
BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions
Kitchens & Bathrooms

All Property Maintenance

Paul (01793) 770168
or 07841 650034
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Woodburner Installation
Stoves, liners & fireplaces fitted

Pots, cowls & birdguards
Chimney sweeping

Stack repairs
HETAS registered

01793 771782

 ✰ General 
Groundwork

 ✰ Brickwork
 ✰ Conservatory 
foundations & walls

 ✰ Block paved 
driveways & patios

 ✰ Shed or garage bases
 ✰ Shingle drives 
& patios

 ✰ Trees felled & 
ground clearance

 ✰ Fencing & hedging
 ✰ Logs for sale

Contact Luke on 07766 953975 seven days a week

Open 10am-4.30pm Tue-Fri  
(last orders 4pm)

10am-1.30pm Sat (last orders 1pm)
For the latest information visit 

our Facebook page facebook.com/
purtoncommunitycafe/ 

Join us at the Purton Club function room, 
Station Road for ; freshly prepared paninis 

and sandwiches, homemade cakes, hot and 
cold seasonal dishes, barista-style coffee and a 

range of hot and cold drinks.
email: marynettleton@hotmail.co.uk

Tel Mary: 01793 772298, 
Duty team: 07498 526872
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Neil Farr
Plumbing & Heating

• Bathroom/kitchen refits,
• Central heating systems.

Tel: 01793 526207
Mob: 077 99 59 57 01

Free quotations/estimates.
Emergency callouts.

Quality Builders
MARK MANNING

Garden walls • patios • drives
• pointing • plastering • roofing

• new chimneys built and repaired
• extensions • loft conversions

Alterations & free advice.
Tel 07980 309877

manningmarka@sky.com

Delicious Delights
Catering for weddings,
parties and corporate groups.
Served from our door to your table

Katherine Young

Also available:
Wedding, Celebration & Birthday Cakes

t: 01793 770486
e:cyoung65@btInternet.com

TV & VIDEO REPAIRS
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Tel:
01793
812738TV Tuning & Set Ups

GOGGLEBOX
TV & VIDEO

REPAIR
SERVICE

Do you need Finance & Admin Support?
Business growing and don't have the time or experience?

We are qualified accountants with over 20 years’ experience in industry.
Providing day to day tasks such as invoicing, data entry & bank reconciliations
to budgeting & forecasting.  Regular weekly or monthly support to one-off tasks
or projects. Contact us today to find out how we can support your business.

Contact Sadie Williams 07914835772
or e-mail: sadie@harwoodandpartners.co.uk

greenmanngardens@gmail.com

Green Mann Garden
Services

For all aspects of Garden Care,
Maintenance and Renovation.

Contact Toby
(RHS, City & Guilds qualified)

01793 778069 / 07972 250878

Kaileigh & Guy Tasker welcome you to 

The Bell Inn, Purton Stoke
Serving award-winning homemade food & drink

Tues-Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm, Sundays 12-4pm.  
Bookings are advised. Tel: 01793 770434 

www.bellinnpurtonstoke.co.uk info@thebellpurtonstoke.co.uk

Wiltshire Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners.*

If you have lived in your home for over 5 years and: 
• Are over 60; or
• Are in receipt of State Benefits; or
• Have children under 16 living with you.

You may be eligible for a home improvement 
loan to keep your home warm, safe, and suitable 

for your needs. 

Lendology CIC work in partnership with Wiltshire 
Council to deliver the council subsidised loan scheme.  

Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide you 
through the process of applying. 

To book a no-obligation assessment, or for more 
information, visit www.lendology.org.uk 

or call 01823 461099.

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility04
/2

2
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Cemetery Works

Thank you to those residents who aided the locating of owners of graves where no 
contacts were available. We are now working on sinking headstones that are unsafe. 
Any questions or queries please contact the Clerk.

Planning Applications

Planning applications received are discussed by the Council on the second Monday 
of each month. Purton Parish Council is a consultee only and the final decisions are 
made by the planning authority, which is Wiltshire Council. Details of applications 
are posted on our website should you wish to view them, or through the Wiltshire 
Council portal link, which is also on our site. Applications to be considered at our 
meetings will be posted on our agenda, which can be found on our noticeboards 
and website.

Current applications as at 9th August 2021:

PL/2021/06216 12 High Street, Purton, SN5 4AA. Change of use from a Dental 
Practice to residential dwelling.

PL/2021/06367 4 Common Platt, Purton. SN5 5JY. Erection of dwelling (reserve 
matters application following outline consent 18/08290/OUT)

PL/2021/06368 18 Locks Lane, The Common, Purton, SN5 4HD. Two storey 
extension to existing dwelling, comprising two bedrooms and 
bathroom upstairs, and a kitchen or reception room downstairs. 
Single detached garage for existing dwelling. New detached four-
bedroom dwelling in place of existing workshop. Single garage for 
new dwelling.

PL/2021/06592  Trenchard, New Road, Purton, SN5 4HF. Extension and alterations 
and erection of replacement garage.

PL/2021/06597 Widham Farm, 26 Widham, Purton, SN5 4EW. Restoration and 
conversion of existing stable range into 1 no. new dwelling together 
with internal alterations to farmhouse and associated ancillary 
development.

PL/2021/07308 Widham Farm, 26 Widham, Purton. SN5 4EW. Listed building 
consent (Alt/Ext) Restoration and conversion of existing stable 
range into 1 no. new dwelling together with internal alterations to 
farmhouse and associated ancillary development.

PL/2021/06918 Widham Farm, Purton  Erection of 61 dwellings, access and open 
space following the demolition of two dwellings and outline 
permission for 0.72ha of employment land for Use Class E.

PL/2021/06914 Silver Threads Hall, High Street, Purton, SN5 4DE. Change of use 
of an existing Community Hall to allow for use of the hall as a 
Community Café during the day.
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PL/2021/05418 Barbers Cottage, Witts Lane, Purton, SN5 4ES. Retention of field 
shelters with hard standing, plus 1 further additional shelter with 
hardstanding all for agricultural purposes.

Permission Granted

PL/2021/04373 5 Vasterne Hill, Purton, Swindon, SN5 4HH. Proposed garage 
extension and raised decking. Approve with conditions.

PL/2021/05471 College Farmhouse, High Street, Purton, Swindon, SN5 4AE. Fell 1 
Variegated Holly (T1). No objection.

PL/2021/04658 Manor Farm, 1 Church End, Purton, Swindon, SN5 4EB. Fell 1 Silver 
Birch, and 20% Crown Reduction to 2 Silver Birch. Approve.

PL/2021/04436 5 Packhorse, Purton, SN5 4HU. Proposed removal of corrugated 
asbestos sheet roof and replace with natural slate and insert 
conservation rooflights. Approve with conditions.

PL/2021/04900 Willow Barn, Bagbury Lane, Purton, SN5 4LX. Proposed 
replacement porch and associated works. Approve with conditions.

Refused Applications

PL/2021/03139 Cotswold Heights, Greenhill, RBW, SN4 8EH. Rebuild the front 
boundary wall and reinstate the front gate.

CHARITIES

The Purton Red House has now successfully opened and is doing well during its first 
weeks of trading. After sorting through many issues including licensing, certificates 
of compliance, decoration, CCTV installation, and appointment of staff, the facility 
is now open to all as a Public House not requiring membership. There are many 
plans in the pipeline, but they will take time to come to fruition. Future alterations 
considered include food service, refurbishment, and disabled toilet facilities to name 
just a few. This has been a steep learning curve and it took longer to open than was 
envisaged, but it was better to open when ready and compliant than to rush and miss 
vital items. The Purton Red House welcomes back darts, skittles, air rifle shooting 
and other clubs that have supported the premises in the past; there will always be 
a warm welcome and good beer to those teams. This establishment is going to 
be a community hub in the future: It has a good beer garden, weather permitting 
of course, and we look ahead to organizing events, including hopefully Christmas 
celebrations, future hog roasts, and other activities to bring the community together 
and use the facility as it was intended – as a community asset.

We look forward to welcoming customers old and new.

Our Bar Manager, James Poole can be contacted via email on james.poole@
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk or call on 01793 778347 or pop in and have a chat 
during opening hours.

Hall Hire – The Millennium Hall and Village Hall are both available to hire with 
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COVID-19 precautions in place. If you would like to hire a hall, please give us a ring 
or email lesley.miles@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Full Council details can be found on our website www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Telephone number 01793 771066, email address: deborah.lawrence@
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  

We also have Facebook and Twitter accounts.

On our website you can sign up to receive regular updates which will keep you 
informed of matters happening in and around the village such as planning information, 
road closures etc. Please have a look at the site – www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
– and sign up today.

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers
  30 Years’ Service with Girlguiding

Julie Wadsworth and Jo Begg have both received their 30 Year 
Long Service Award from Girlguiding.

Julie (aka Robin) has volunteered at 2nd Purton Brownies for the entire 30 years and 
is now the longest serving Unit Helper (non-uniform) in Wiltshire North County.

Jo (aka Dodo) has been with 
2nd Purton Brownies since 
2008 but has also held other 
roles in Girlguiding including 
District Commissioner, 
Division Secretary and 
County Minutes Secretary 
and in the organising of 
county events. Before that 
she was a leader in Norfolk, 
where she volunteered with 
Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides.

We are very grateful to Julie 
and Jo for all their years 
of service. This is entirely 
voluntary and they have given 
their time freely which so 
many girls have benefitted 
from.

We would like Julie and Jo 
to know how much they are 
appreciated and valued.
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Purton & Green Gable Surgery PPG
Two Gentle reminders

Firstly, the Surgery is experiencing a number of 
patients failing to attend their appointments. You are therefore reminded of the need 
to contact the Surgery and cancel if you are unable to attend as this will enable your 
appointment to be used for another patient.

Secondly, the Surgery is also experiencing increasing requests for replacement 
medication citing reasons such as ‘it’s been accidentally disposed’ of or ‘it has been 
lost’. The medication which you have been prescribed is an essential part of your 
treatment and must be looked after carefully and stored in a safe, secure place and 
out of the reach of any children you may have in your household.

200+ Club – a message from our Chair

Dear Patients and friends of Purton Medical Practice.

May I say thank you to those who have already signed up to the 200 club, however, a 
few more subscribers would further improve the viability and benefit to the Practice 
of this initiative. The PPG would be most grateful if you could sign up before the 
deadline of 26 September – don’t forget you can subscribe more than once – more 
chances of winning! Please contact the Surgery or email groupforpatients@gmail.
com for an application form. 

Marietta Crockford, PPG Chair

Table Top sales. Next one: Saturday 25 September

Thank you to all who supported our Table Top Sale during Purton Stoke Scarecrow 
Trail – what a hot day!  We took over £270 for PPG funds.

We have postponed our PPG Table Top Sale planned for 14 August, instead we will 
be joining the Table Top Trail around Purton which is being organised in support of 
St Mary’s Church, Purton on Saturday 25 September. For a donation to St Mary’s 
Church Renewal Fund, we will have a PPG Table Top Sale outside Sylvia Freemantle’s 
house (35 High Street) opposite the Surgery or in the garage if wet.

Donations for the PPG

Thank you very much to those who have donated to our PPG funds. If you would 
like to make a donation please make cheques payable to ‘Purton Patient Participation 
Group’, with the cheque being taken into the surgery. Please label your envelope 
‘For the attention of Kai Howard’.

As always, your support for our work to both inform and support patients is much 
appreciated. If you know of anyone who would like to be included in our email list 
(all sent bcc) then please ask them to contact via groupforpatients@gmail.com

Serving patients in Purton, Cricklade & surrounding communities 
Sheila Fowler, Secretary, Purton PPG
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Tootsie Care
Jane Reynolds MCFHP MAFHP

Registered Member of the
British Association of Foot Health Professionals

All your foot care needs
Corns, Callous, Nail Infections, Verrucae,

Ingrowing Toe Nails, Nail Cutting,
Cracked Heels and Foot Massage

Home Visits & Vouchers Available
Call Jane: 07903 210760 / 01793 330948

Call for all enquiries & Free Quotes
07792 917 924

DC Carpentry
All carpentry work undertaken

• Doors, windows & locks
• Household Repairs   • Skirting & Architrave

  • Internal Doors & Staircases
• Fascia, Soffit, Guttering & Cladding

  • Gates, Sheds, Pergolas, Decking and Fencing
  • Laminate Flooring & Wooden Flooring

  • General Maintenance & Building

Improve posture, flexibility, mobility and
strength with this unique exercise programme.

PURTON - Silver Threads Hall,
Thursdays 6.30pm & 7.45pm

Classes also held in Cricklade, Siddington, Cirencester.

Classes must be booked in advance as
numbers are limited.

Please contact Shauna Wheeldon on
01793 752353

or Email:  shauna.wheeldon@gmail.com

PILATES

170 Victoria Road, Swindon
Tel: 522797

and at:
252 Whitworth Road, Swindon

Tel: 522145
www.hillierfuneralservice.co.uk

24 Hour Personal Service

Casa Colina
Costa Blanca

A well-equipped detached villa
3 double bedrooms (sleeps 6)

Lovely communal pool
Beautiful beaches nearby

First class golf courses
Airports Alicante & Murcia ½ hr

£400 per week
Contact Caroline: 07799 217995

www.colinaholidayrentals.co.uk

WALL2WALL
D  e  c  o  r  a  t  i  n  g

L I M I T E D
Complete professional

interior/exterior decorating specialists

01793 435141
www.wall2walldecorating.co.uk

Wiltshire Business Awards
Finalists 2008 & 2009 Business Runner Up

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KEVIN WEST
Telephone: 01793 772552

Mobile: 07731 547995
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£450

170 Victoria Road, Swindon Tel: 522797
7 Lechlade Road, Highworth Tel: 764337

252 Whitworth Road, Swindon Tel: 522145

Peter Newson Ltd
Tel: (01793) 534303

electrical contractors
103 Broad Street, Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 2DT

www.peternewsonltd.com

pp nn

PROFESSIONAL CARPET,
UPHOLSTERY & OVEN CLEANING

Carpets • Suites • Rugs • Ovens
Stainguard • Odour & Insecticide Treatments

Independent Family Business
For a free quotation phone Phil Thomas

01793 771441 or 07966 100437
email  CarpetechCleaning@gmail.com

Floral Designs for all Occasions

Accountants and Tax Consultants
Partners: Paul Monk & Martin Butler
 Accounts Preparation
 Sole Trader & Partnerships
 Limited Companies
 Payroll Administration
 Book-keeping / VAT Returns
 Self Assessment Tax Returns
 Incorporation
 Sage Accountants Club Member
 Registered User Clearly Business®

Telephone: (01793) 642577
Fax: (01793) 487738

www.ekinsonline.co.uk

1 Cricklade Court,  SWINDON, Wiltshire, SN1 3EY

Flexible Hours to Suit YOU
Initial Meeting FREE of charge

*
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Do you have any land 
which may be suitable 

for development; 
gardens, old yards, 
fields or paddocks?

Ring 07770 760219 or Email: 
gsbricklaying@outlook.com

LAND WANTEDLAND WANTED
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Mary New Music Tuition
LRAM/ARCM/CERT.ED

Piano Tuition, Prep, Test-Diploma-ABRSM 
and TCL for ages 6+ 

Aural/Theory/GCSE support
I’m able to accept enquiries for tuition in 

2021. Students require access to an acoustic 
piano. Please contact me to reserve a space.

Email: mary.new@btinternet.com 
Tel: 770630
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Purton & District Age Concern
Looking to the future

So much of what we were used to doing has changed, and it’s difficult to see how 
things are going to work out in the future for all of us. But for those of us that are 
still here (just, in some cases) let’s try and enjoy what we have.

Whole areas of our country are beginning to function again and some foreign 
countries are starting to open their borders for us. But let’s all still be cautious, this 
pandemic is far from over.

A lot of us are coming to terms with losing loved ones and not being able to get 
through the grieving process together with our family and friends. This is inevitable 
in this situation, but still so very difficult to cope with.

Shopping Trips and more

Our lovely Hazel has decided to start Purton Age Concern’s shopping trips once a 
month. For those of you that don’t know the format and would like to go, then call 
Hazel on 770862.

We had a lot of discussion last month in the magazine about the Luncheon Club and 
I’m glad to say that as soon as the volunteers can start doing it, then it will happen. 
Thanks to all those involved, we are certainly looking forward to getting people 
together once again.

In July we attended the Neighbourhood Watch function organised by the Parish 
Council at the Village Hall which was attended by the police, some councillors and a 
lot of information on how to keep safe. We are a safe village but it is always advisable 
to be very careful when it comes to security.

Cream Teas

This will be our first function this year. We are producing cream teas consisting 
of a homemade scone, Rodda clotted cream, Tiptree strawberry jam, biscuits, 
chocolate truffles and English tea, which will be delivered to your house on Sunday 
5th September. We will need all orders for these by the 1st September along with 
payment of £5 per pack. Go on, spoil yourself! See the information on the Placard 
page of this magazine for details.

2022 Calendar

I’m afraid that the 2022 calendar will not be printed this year as the committee felt 
that advertising all our events, when perhaps they may not happen, would be too 
upsetting and so we will make sure that we advertise them well in the magazine and 
on our website – so keep your eyes and ears open to make sure you don’t miss out!

The good news is that we will be producing our Christmas cards and I will let you 
know when they will be available.
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Useful Contacts

If you have a problem or need to speak to anyone about prescriptions, food shopping 
or any other topic then the contact numbers you should use, after you have talked 
to your street warden, are Peter Berry from Age Concern on 778119, Heather 
Ponting-Bather from Purton Outreach on 772954 or Debbie Lawrence, Clerk of the 
Parish Council, on 771066. Remember that Purton is a very special village and there 
is always somebody that can help and will help.

If you need it!

Bobby Van - If you need the Bobby Van for replacement batteries or if the smoke 
alarms are not working properly then call them on 01225 256867. Please be aware 
that there might be restrictions in place at this time. If you are self-isolating and 
letting nobody enter your home then you will need to replace your smoke alarm 
yourself as they won’t leave one on the doorway. If they are called to replace one, 
then they have to do it. Please be aware.

Pheonix - Each month we will mention Pheonix, previously known as Bradies, as 
they will continue to cover the Purton area. This is a free transport service on your 
bus pass. You need to ring 01249 890794 to book with them. Remember if we don’t 
use it, we lose it!

Website - Visit our dedicated website – www.purtonageconcern.com – to find all 
the details you need about our contacts, events, news and links to other websites 
in the area. We also have Facebook and Twitter accounts which can be found at 
Facebook: purtonageconcern and Twitter: @Purton_ AC. Please visit our social 
media sites and let us know what you think.

We still have a couple of walkers, also crutches and walking sticks, so if you think you 
might need any of these at any time then ring me on 778119.

Peter Berry, Chairman 

Purton Luncheon Club
On behalf of the Committee and all of our volunteers, we would like to thank 
Pat Suddaby for everything she has done for the Club. Pat first volunteered at the 
Luncheon Club some 24 years ago, and her hard work and dedication is second to 
none. She collated the numbers of people requiring a meal, she shopped for all of 
the food required, she liaised with the Age Concern minibuses to ensure our senior 
citizens had transport to Club and back home again, she arranged all the rotas to 
ensure there were sufficient volunteers to provide the service and so much more. 
Without Pat and her superb organisational skills, the Luncheon Club would not 
have run as efficiently as it did. She really did work tirelessly and we are all very 
grateful for everything she did. How lucky the elderly of Purton were to have Pat's 
dedication – nothing was too much trouble!  Thank you Pat, you are a true star.

Sue Giles, Secretary Purton Luncheon Club.
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St Mary’s Church News for September 2021
We are now having more services with fewer restrictions (see the 
Purton Village Diary section) and we are looking forward to two 
important events this month:

St Mary’s Church open day - 
Saturday 4th September 10.00am - 4.00pm

The work to Renew St Mary’s Church was completed last spring, but Covid 
restrictions greatly restricted access to the Church building. That is about to change. 
On Saturday 4th  September we are running an Open Day, to which all are invited. 
Come and see the inside of the Renewed Church building in all its splendour, and 
discover more about/participate in, many of the activities the Church offers. There 
will be things to do for the whole family – details are still being finalised – but will 
include activities for children like those which are part of a typical United Junior 
Church or Messy Church (we hope to include some of their crafts in the special 
service the following day). There will also be opportunities to arrange flowers and 
to ring a Church bell. Drinks and cake (and a light lunch) will also be available, 
prepared in our new kitchen area. And there will be time to discuss spiritual matters 
e.g. Christianity Explored, Baptisms, Weddings, also to ask for prayer for someone 
in need. We do hope you will be able to come on the 4th September but if not, we 
hope to run another similar event later in the year.

Grand Re-Opening of St Mary’s Church -  
Sunday 5th September 10.30am

We welcome the Church Family and the Community of Purton to St Mary’s to 
celebrate the completion of the Church Renewal, with the Bishop of Bristol to 
speak and formally to re-open the Church Building. We want: to thank God for His 
hand upon the Renewal and to sing His praises; to mourn, to pray and to grieve 
over all that we have lost individually and as a community due to Covid 19 (we 
hope there will also be an All Souls’ service in November when we can remember 
individuals by name); to learn from God’s Word as Bishop Viv speaks to us; and to 
re-dedicate ourselves and the Renewed Church Building into God’s service for the 
months and years ahead. The service will be followed by refreshments and hopefully 
a simple (baked potato with fillings) lunch and all are invited.

We still want to remain Covid secure in an environment with fewer regulations. So 
we ask you to wear a mask (at services) and to sanitise your hands as you enter, 
along with leaving us with your contact details in case a Covid case is identified 
(but no need to book your place in advance). We are aiming to be able to hold 
larger services for baptisms and funerals, and hopefully to open the Church for 
private prayer. Please bear with us in this time of change as we seek to provide 
events and services both to help people to get to know Christ better and to 
make Christ known to our community. For more information visit our website 
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01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

Heather Ponting-Bather

01793 772954
mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

01793 772954
heather@intouchpurton.co.uk

2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

Heather Ponting-Bather
BA (Hons) Graphic Design

01793 772954 heather@intouchpurton.co.uk
facebook.com/InTouchDesignAndPrint

2 College Road, Purton SN5 4AR (meetings by appointment)

Providing a professional service for small businesses, 
community groups, and individuals. from scanning old family 
photos or documents to a complete brand design, no job is 
too big or too small, and no minimum order is required.

Whatever your design and print needs, get InTouch.

M. LAWRENCE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

17 Vasterne Close, Purton
 Domestic Rewire
 Wiring for Extensions
 Electric Storage Heating
 Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting

Tel: 771084
Mobile: 07743 128222

Matthew Scott NCH
Garden & Landscape Services

Including Fencing, Decking,
Patios & Walling

Pruning,
Clearance & Turfing

Free Quotations,  All Jobs Considered
Mobile:  07909 671501
Tel/Fax:  01793 772986

RODENTS WASPS

FLIES ANTS

N.W.D.S. PEST CONTROL
Mobile: 07932 119999
Office: 01793 770807

PURTON CLUB
NON MEMBERS WELCOME

Live Sport & Music
Families Welcome

Open Hours:
Tues   7 - 12

Wed & Thurs  5 -12
Fri  3 - 12

Sat & Sun   All Day
FREE FUNCTION ROOM HIRE

For Parties, Weddings, Funerals

DISCO HIRE £75
Catering Available

Come Join Us!

01793 770316
07887724399

Foot Health Professional
Catherine Clark, BSc (Hons)

MCFHP, MAFHP
Treatment of hard skin, corns, fungal nails,
thickened and ingrown nails plus routine
toe nail cutting and filing in the comfort of

your own home
NOW AVAILABLE IN PURTON

01793 936845 / 07741 457860
or visit www.highworthfootcare.com

for more information

FRAN BREWER
Mobile Service covering the Purton Area
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It’s easier than 
ever to find a local 
business and click 

straight through 
to its website 

or social media 
page for more 

information.
Visit www.purtonmagazine.co.ukVisit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
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KV Accountancy
Accountancy, Book-Keeping & Payroll Services

 Accounts Preparation
 Payroll
 Book-Keeping
 VAT Returns
 Self-Assessment Tax Returns
 Small Company Formation
 Business Start up
 CIS
 Flexible hours to suit your business

Initial Meeting FREE of charge

Unit F01, Manor House Enterprise Centre,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 7HH

karen@kvaccountancy.co.uk
Tel: 01793 238477

Mob: 07584 260048
www.kvaccountancy.co.uk

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw
Wootton Bassett
Wilts SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277

Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations No job too small No call out fee

 Commercial & Domestic Plumbing  Property Maintenance
 Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation  Heating Maintenance
 Paint & Decorating

Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk

PURTON WAR MEMORIAL
AND VILLAGE CENTRE

Community Hall
Recreation Ground

Small Function Room
(available October to March)

For further information and bookings:
Telephone 772646

To Advertise in this space
telephone 01793 770648

⅛ page   £100
¼ page   £200
½ page £400

other rates available on application

◆ Commercial & domestic plumbing
◆ Bathroom suites/shower installation
◆ Painting & decorating

KV Accountancy
Accountancy, Book-Keeping & Payroll Services

 Accounts Preparation
 Payroll
 Book-Keeping
 VAT Returns
 Self-Assessment Tax Returns
 Small Company Formation
 Business Start up
 CIS
 Flexible hours to suit your business

Initial Meeting FREE of charge

Unit F01, Manor House Enterprise Centre,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 7HH

karen@kvaccountancy.co.uk
Tel: 01793 238477

Mob: 07584 260048
www.kvaccountancy.co.uk

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw
Wootton Bassett
Wilts SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277

Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations No job too small No call out fee

 Commercial & Domestic Plumbing  Property Maintenance
 Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation  Heating Maintenance
 Paint & Decorating

Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk

PURTON WAR MEMORIAL
AND VILLAGE CENTRE

Community Hall
Recreation Ground

Small Function Room
(available October to March)

For further information and bookings:
Telephone 772646

To Advertise in this space
telephone 01793 770648

⅛ page   £100
¼ page   £200
½ page £400

other rates available on application

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

◆ Property maintenance
◆ Heating maintenance
◆ Oil boiler servicing & repairs

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw 
Royal Wootton Bassett
Wiltshire SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277

Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk
Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations ◆ No job too small ◆ No call out fee

DISCLAIMER
Contributions to Purton Magazine are welcome for consideration, the contributor’s name and 
address must be supplied (but may be withheld on request). Copyright must be agreed for 
publication in this magazine - especially those recognisable in photographs. Opinions expressed 
in the Magazine are solely those of the respective contributors. Contributions are to be written 
concisely and we reserve the right to edit contributions and advertisements. Submissions received 
after the copy deadline will only be included at the editors’ discretion and if space allows. Articles 
and information relating to the Parish of Purton and relevant to its residents, will be given priority. 
Advertising is accepted in good faith and does not imply the Magazine’s endorsement of the 
product or service.
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Telephone, Swindon
772172

Flowers for all
occasions

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL

Available for Hire

For further information and bookings

TELEPHONE  772646

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk
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www.stmaryspurton.org.uk Facebook St. Mary’s Church, Purton, Wiltshire, email 
vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk or phone 01793 770077. 

Ian Tweedie-Smith, Vicar of St Mary’s

Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust (WHCT) – Ride and Stride 2021

Calling all walkers, cyclists, horse riders and joggers! This year’s Ride and Stride is on 
Saturday 11th September. This is an opportunity to raise money for the WHCT and 
for your local Church. Half the sponsor money each person raises goes to WHCT 
and half to the Church of their choice. If you would like a sponsor form and details 
about which churches are involved please email me at janersmith1@gmail.com

Many thanks 

Buy a Book and Have a Look Day!

Do you like reading and/or would you like to see the inside of Purton’s renewed 
St Mary’s Church? Well one opportunity to buy second hand books, at reasonable 
prices, and look inside the renewed St. Mary’s Church is on 11th September between 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. The proceeds will go towards the West Tower Repairs Fund. I look 
forward to seeing you

Jane Smith – St. Mary’s Parish Contact & Church Warden

Care for new trees
The Woodland Trust has announced its pledge in the war on waste and not to use 
any more single-use plastic tree guards. However, lots of new trees in the last 10 
years have been planted with plastic tree guards which, after a few years, can cause 
the trees to rot to such an extent that trees can ultimately die – unless the plastic 
guards are removed. Below is a report from Kimpton in Hertfordshire where a 
group of volunteers have saved many young trees as well as removing tons of waste 
plastic.

Saving trees and clearing plastic 
(in Kimpton, Hertfordshire January - April 2021)

The planting of trees is an act of hope, expectation and appreciation of the 
countryside. It is wonderful at this time of environmental consciousness that this 
has and will be taking place in Kimpton. As part of the young trees’ protection, tree 
guards, of mainly two sorts (wrap around and cylinder) are used to discourage deer 
(particularly) from devouring the tempting lush growth. There is a problem however 
if the trees inside their guards are not looked after properly and if the guards are 
not removed four to six years on.

We first became conscious of the unsightly plastic problem from looking at the 
hedge trees which had outgrown their wrappers on a road, leading out of Kimpton. 
With no real organisation except achieving permission from the farmer concerned, 
we started to remove them and gradually people who were interested joined in. 
The result from this one hedge brought much pleasure, but also 25 x 1 ton bags of 



Page 20

Cotswold Tree Surgeons
Qualified tree care specialists.   Established in 1979

For the best in tree care
• Pruning  • Hedges  • Planting Schemes  • Care of veteran trees

• Dangerous trees removed  • Advice and surveys  • Maintenance contracts
• Domestic tree work  • All our wood chip is recycled

Tel Keith Mills 01793 771742     www.cotswoldtreesurgeons.co.uk

WHO can you trust to fix your washing machine quickly?

D&M SERVICES
Established 1975

 42 years experience
 Small family business
 Same day - next day service
 Free telephone quotations
 All work guaranteed

DIY Parts Service

SWINDON 01793 613079
121 Upham Road, Old Walcot, Swindon SN3 1DP

Repairs & Servicing to all
leading makes of
Washing Machines &
Tumble Driers including
Hoover, Hotpoint

Full range of Hotpoint/Bosch washing
machines at Superstore Prices.

Free delivery, installation &
removal of old machine.

Call Now to compare our Prices

No VAT

• Cirencester  • T
etbury

• Faringdon  • Swindon

• Purton  • Cricklade

• Malmesbury  • Marlborough

HOTPOINT

Greg & Vicki would like to welcome you to

The Bell Inn
Purton Stoke

Serving food:
Tues - Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm

Sunday 12-3pm
Bank Holiday Mondays 12-2pm

01793 770434    www.bellinnpurtonstoke.com

8 Station Road, Purton
COMPTON WELDING   est. 1969

STEEL FABRICATIONS
GATES & RAILINGS
JULIETTE BALCONIES

WROUGHT IRONWORK
FIRE ESCAPES
SITE WELDING ETC.

TEL (01793) 770742

email: info@comptonwelding.co.uk
www.comptonwelding.co.uk
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Repairs and servicing 
to all leading makes 
of washing machines, 
including: Hoover, 
Hotpoint & Bosch

Full range of Siemens/Bosch 
machines at superstore prices. 

Including delivery, installation 
and removal of old machines. 

Call now to compare our prices

Siemens
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553065

S General Plumbing
S Boiler servicing and replacements

S Full Central heating
S Upgrades 

S System maintenance
S Power flushing

( 07810 488827  Based in Purton
✉ darran@dsplumbingheating.co.uk
 facebook.com/ 
 DSPlumbingHeating
: www.dsplumbingheating.co.uk
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CRICKLADE SCHOOL OF MOTORING
KEITH WALKER

Dept. of Transport Approved
Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction
Holder of Diploma In Advanced Instruction
(Class 1 - Gold)
Learner and Advanced Tuition
Purton and surrounding areas
Theory Test Training

EST 1977

TEL: 751368
and 709883

Over 2,000 passes

www.crickladeschoolofmotoring.co.uk

ASPEN FENCING SERVICES
We produce a complete range of quality,

affordable fencing solutions, tailored to your
individual size and style requirements

Fencing • Gates • Sheds • Pergolas • Decking

Tel: (01793) 778180

THE GARAGE DOOR
SPECIALIST

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE
Office - 01793 327018
Mobile - 07884 192523

www.garagedoorspecialist.co.uk

•SPARES •REPAIRS
•SERVICE •REPLACEMENT

WE WILL BEAT ANY
WRITTEN QUOTATION

Do you need your dog walking?
If so contact me ‘Jenny Kinnett’ to discuss

what services I can offer you. They include:
Up to one hour’s dog walking per session
Variety of exciting walks
Doggie cuddles

For further information contact facebook page ‘Purton Paws’.
Phone: 01793 772394  Mobile: 07876 598569

Email: jennykinnett@gmail.com

Purton
Paws

S. A. HILES
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

From a dripping tap
to a new bathroom suite.

From a new boiler
to a central heating system.

OFFICE: 01793 680263    MOBILE: 07771 922070
EMAIL:  sahilesplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Reg. 37954

Tel: 01793 
709883
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plastic. This is a shocking tally of the amount of plastic which could, when breaking 
down, have got into the land. Mercifully, I had agreed with the farmer that he would 
dispose of the plastic.

Encouraged by this, the state of the wood behind the ‘Hoo haystack’ came to our 
attention and we wondered if we could help. The plastic lay around the plantation like 
spillikins. The land is owned by Oxford University Chest but we obtained permission 
from the tenant farmer, and set about to clear it. What we found was really shocking 
in that in many cases the cylinders surrounded dead trees. We estimate that the 
trees are about 20 years old and way beyond needing cylinders. For the number of 
trees we freed, the situation was critical as can be seen in the photograph.

Here you can see the rot has got in (a band of green) and without releasing the tree, 
it could have died as many had already done so. A small group of us cleared up the 
wood and the bluebells grew unencumbered this spring.

We completed clearing three more woods/plantations of plastic tree guards and four 
stretches of hedge in the four months from January to April. Primroses displayed 
themselves freely this year! In all cases however the amount of plastic collected was 
huge. We hope that all wildlife has benefitted and certainly from a visual point of 
view the beauty of the ‘treescape’ has been restored.

My concern in writing this article is that in the wonderful enthusiasm of planting 
trees, the later removal of the plastic tree guards should be firmly added to the 
diary as well.

For areas where elderly tree guards still exist, they can be removed and the plastic 
cleared. It is important however, to get the relevant permission (in our experience 
farmers were thrilled to agree!) but also to confirm who will dispose of the plastic. 
The quantities produced makes this a real issue. One farmer ran his tractor over the 
gathered bags which meant the plastic was successfully compacted!

We stopped the unwrapping of trees in April because the nettles were growing and 
the hedges bursting into leaf, but if more help is needed locally, we will start again 
in the winter.

The Woodland Trust has announced its pledge not to use any more single-use plastic 
tree guards as part of the war on waste. This is wonderful news but if like us, you 
have tree guards left over from years ago, be encouraged to start a clearing group! 

Juliet Morton, email: julietmorton@aol.com 

The Woodland Trust has announced its pledge in the war on waste, not to use any more single - use 
plastic tree guards.   However, lots of new trees in the last 10 years have been planted with plastic 
tree guards which, after a few years can cause the trees to rot to such an extent that trees can 
ultimately die unless the plastic guards are removed.   Below is a report from Kimpton in 
Hertfordshire where a group of volunteers have saved many young trees as well as removing tons of 
waste plastic.    

 

Saving trees and clearing plastic (in Kimpton, Hertfordshire  January – April 2021) 

The planting of trees is an act of hope, expectation and appreciation of the countryside. It is 
wonderful at this time of environmental consciousness that this has and will be taking place in 
Kimpton. As part of the young trees’ protection, tree guards, of mainly two sorts (wrap around and 
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Purton Club
Does anybody have any information on the history of the workman’s club in Purton? 
I have searched on the internet and can find information on lots of old properties in 
Purton, but nothing mentioning the property which became the club. The only thing 
I have is a copy of the census records for 1911, which Bob Tinson kindly looked 
up, this states that in 1911 William Watts, his wife Elizabeth, daughter Edith and his 
niece Hilda Denniss (born in Thatcham, Berkshire) were living at the workman's 
club. Elizabeth, aged 48, is named as the stewardess and was born in Wroughton. 
William, aged 47, birthplace unknown, has his occupation down as a striker which 
is as far as I can gather is the name for someone who operates a forging hammer 
(probably in the GWR works). Their daughter Edith, aged 16, is recorded as helping 
in the business, whilst Hilda, 8 years old, was at school. I also have a copy of a map 
of 1927 with the workman's club shown in writing.

If anybody has any information or has any connection to the Watts family I would 
really like to hear from you. I am hoping to put together all the information I find 
and put a copy in the club and in the museum.

Contact me on gerry.white@virgin.net

Gerry White (Club Secretary)

Pop up table top trail
Table Top Sale around the village: Saturday September 25th

Please remember to book a table on Saturday September 25th… a chance for you 
to sell whatever you want to get rid of! … bric-a-brac, clothes, unwanted furniture 
etc.

I’ll be selling boxes of stationery that I’ve been given, plus general stuff that is filling 
up my cellar… picnic chairs, loads of curtains etc. There might even be a cake or 
two!

We have tables dotted all round Purton… anyone can join in as long as they give me 
£10 for St Mary’s Church West Tower Fund. Then you keep the rest of the money 
you make on your table. In exchange, I will publicize where all the tables are so that 
people can visit as many as possible during the Saturday morning.

We also have Sylvia’s famous Bakewell Tarts (£3) and Lemon Drizzle Cake (£3), 
which are  being made in advance. Contact her directly to place your order! You can 
telephone Sylvia on 770686 or call in at 35 High Street.

Please contact me on 771018 or libbie@sheppard.org if you want more information 
or would like to book a table to support the West Tower Repair Funds; it needs 
reinforcing after 600 years!
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Swindon Advanced Motorists - Chris Gleed Memorial Fund
Wanted – A young driver with the enthusiasm to take their driving to the next level!

Following the sad loss of Chris Gleed, an IAM member and Observer for over 20 
years, Swindon Advanced Motorists members have donated to a fund in his memory. 
His wife Carol has requested that the donations are used to support young drivers. 
As Chris was a Purton resident for many years, we would therefore like to support 
a local Purton young driver through their Advanced Driving test.  

Swindon Advanced Motorists would like a young driver under 25 who is passionate 
about their driving skills to take on the challenge. You will receive coaching and 
guidance to develop the skills to enable you to pass your advanced driving test.

Chris held many driver qualifications and insisted on maintaining the highest driving 
standard possible so places will be awarded with Chris’ ethos in mind

The course costs £149 which will be reimbursed on passing your Advanced Driving 
test.

Details can be found at www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/advanced-driver

Please send an email to Kirsty Newland, our Chief Observer, saying why you think 
you would be a worthy candidate for this place. Contact: Kirsty@kirsty.newland.
co.uk

Swindon Advanced Motorists is the name of the Swindon and district club which is 
part of the Institute of Advanced Motorists. We normally hold meetings at Blunsdon 
House on the first Wednesday of the month at 7.30 p/m. Please visit our website for 
more information and online events – www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/swindonam 

Church Floodlighting
August 28 St Mary’s was floodlit for family and friends to 

celebrate the life of Nigel Rawlings.
August 30 St Mary’s was floodlit for the birthday of Nigel 

Rawlings.
September 6 The Church will be floodlit in memory of Doris Wadsworth 

who would have been 100 years old on this day. Forever in our 
hearts and thoughts. Love Jean, Mark and families

We rejoice that our Church is welcoming people in again and we are delighted to say 
that, once again, floodlighting can be booked if anyone wishes.

Contact Libbie if you would like the Church floodlit and a tribute published in the 
magazine. At least one month’s notice is needed if possible. The cost will be £20 per 
evening: and the lights are usually on from dusk to 11 p.m. Please contact Libbie for 
further details on 771018.
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chartered accountants, business advisers and more…

www.morrisowen.com

Chartered accountants 
Business advisers 
Chartered tax advisers 
Independent nancial advisers

Find out what makes  
Morris Owen more  
than just accountants

Contact Jenna Wheeler on 

01793 603900 or email 

jenna.wheeler@morrisowen.com

Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity of  
non-contentious probate in England and Wales by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales.   

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered with the Chartered Institute of Taxation  
as a rm of chartered tax advisers.

MOadvert 61 x191_2.qxp_Layout 1  01/09/2020  15:59  

09
/2

1

Guaranteed
Position
do not move

Guaranteed
Position
do not move

Guaranteed
Position
do not move

o Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service
(eg landlord inspection reports).

o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered
by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.

o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.
o Home Automation Systems - Turn on your lights

or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –

Save up to 10% of your electricity bill
o Telecommunications and Data Networks.

Tel: (01793) 771167
Mobile: 07795 832087

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk
Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural
and Equine Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998
www.themaharajah.co.uk

Email: khalique@themaharajah.co.uk

6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire SN5 4AA

Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

ROYAL GEORGE

27 Pavenhill, Purton  Tel: 01793 978 180
email: info@royalgeorgepurton.co.uk

Food:
Mon - Sat     12 - 3pm
             and 6 - 9pm

Sundays  3 - 5pm  bookings only

Pub Quiz:  Every Sunday at 7.30pm
Bottle Draw every Monday - 9.30pm
Poker Night every Tuesday - 8.30pm
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SIMON HOSKING
Carpentry & Joinery

Tel: 07734 771141 
Email: simonhosking5555@btinternet.com02
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Hair today, gone tomorrow!
On Saturday 7th August at 9.15am, Charley Harris, who 
works for the local NHS IAPT Team, cut her hair short to 
support to two charities: Coppershell Animal Sanctuary, 
which look after animals, including farm animals, and has 
been struggling over lockdown, and the Little Princess 
Trust, which provide wigs for children suffering hair loss, 
which is especially helpful to children going through 
cancer treatment. Charley has been growing her hair for 
three years, and it was down to her hips! Three years 
ago, Charley cut off her hair to raise money for Student 
Minds, a mental health charity, as part of her graduation 
celebrations.

So far, Charley has raised £225 (110% of her original 
target!) and she's being supported by a sponsor who has 
agreed to match what she raises, so all donations are 
welcome! If you would like to support Charley's efforts, 
here is a link to her donation page: www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/charley-harris

Harvest Festival
Traditionally 24th September was the day 
on which harvesting began in medieval 
England.

As the last of the crops are gathered 
in, there used to be a lovely ceremony 
called “Calling the Mare”. The farmers all 
wanted to prove that they had the best 
reapers, so they tried to gather in the last 
of their crops before the neighbouring farmer did.

The last sheaf of the harvest was used to make a rough mare shape and it was 
quickly sent round to any farmers who had not finished gathering his crops. It was 
a way of saying to the farmer that wild horses would be after his crops if he didn’t 
gather them in quickly. The men would run round to the neighbouring farm, throw 
the mare over the hedge into the field where the other farmer was working and 
they would shout “mare, mare” and then run away.

The farmer who received the mare would then have to work quickly to see if he 
could finish before another farm did, then he would throw the mare to them.

The farmer who was last to finish had to keep the mare all year all year and have it 
on display so that everyone knew he had been the slowest farmer of that year.
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Volunteers wanted for Prospect Hospice charity shop
Prospect Hospice is seeking new volunteers for its charity shop in Royal Wootton 
Bassett. The shop, in High Street, is well supported by the local community since 
opening in April 2012 and provides valuable income to the hospice.

Volunteers are sought to help with sorting donated items, steaming clothes, pricing 
and displaying the goods in the shop.

Volunteering is a great way to meet new people, gain retail experience and learn 
new skills, while also helping your local hospice to provide end-of-life care to people 
and support for their loved ones.

The minimum age for volunteering is 14 (parental consent required for under 16s).

If you are interested in volunteering please email volunteering@prospect-hospice.
net or call Graham Biggs on 07884 261259.
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Ten Years Ago...
The big news in the September 2011 issue of Purton Magazine 
was the arrival of a new, though only temporary, Priest-in-
Charge at St. Mary’s Church. Dr. John Railton was ending an 
interregnum of over two-and-a-half years, so the churchwardens 
were delighted at the permanent appointment. Coincidentally, 
Rev. David Perkins arrived to take the reins at the Methodist 
chapel.

Ps & Qs attempted, over two pages, to explain the new system of local plans “and 
strategies masquerading as plans”. The principal items were the Development Plan, 
the Community Plan, the Parish Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan. The Development 
Plan was also called the Local Development Framework and consisted of a Core 
Strategy and other documents too numerous to mention. The article covered them 
all clearly but left one wondering…why?

But of course, Purton has its own individuality. A sponsored walk of 3,631 miles was 
being organised. Fortunately, the participants were not each required to cover that 
distance; their respective contributions were to be added together. The 3,631 miles 
represent the distance from Purton to Now Zad, Afghanistan, where the originator 
of the idea had befriended many stray dogs. He had set up a charity to neuter 
and care for them. From personal experience in the country, I know that their 
numbers and their wellbeing are problems and it is good to see that the charity is 
still functioning though one wonders how long it can continue.

The Héric twinning committee had challenged our French friends to a football 
match. Not just any match, but one to regain the Bamford Cup won by them ten 
years earlier. They had also proposed a cricket match. This might appear a little one-
sided so the committee were not suggesting fielding Purton 1st XI.

The volume of the Victoria County History covering Purton had just been published. 
The History was conceived to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria, so 
it was over a hundred years late. However, it spurred on plans to celebrate our 
own Queen’s Diamond Jubilee the following year. And now it’s time to think of her 
Platinum Jubilee.

“September Morn, Purton”By Andy le Poidevin, Purton Artists

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22001111 45p

Prayer for Purton
This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works in: 
Jubilee Estate, Vasterne Close, Hoggs Lane, Vasterne Hill, (and from Moulden View) Caspian 
Close and Pinto Close
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Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
In previous years we would have been looking forward to the club’s 
‘mini show’ at the end of September when members arrive bearing 
fruit and vegetables produced in their gardens and allotments in 
readiness for the judging process carried out by members, and in the domestic 
category, cakes receive particular consideration by the old age method of tasting!  

Alas we have decided to forgo this annual event this year, and so bearing in mind the 
successful year we and our fellow allotment holders have experienced, my thoughts 
gravitated to the age-old celebration of the food grown on the land – the Harvest 
Festival.

Research tells me that the word ‘harvest’ comes from the Old English word haerfest 
meaning autumn, aptly the season for gathering the food of the land. This was a 
vital time of the year, when success was a matter of life or death. A prosperous 
harvest ensured that a community would be fed throughout the potentially barren 
winter months and so it was a time steeped in superstition and, if successful, much 
celebration.

In Britain, we have given thanks for a successful harvest since pagan times by singing, 
praying and decorating our churches with baskets of fruit and food. It’s a reminder 
of all the good things we have and encourages us to share with others who are less 
fortunate. 

It takes place at different times of the year in different countries, according to when 
the main harvest is for each country. In the USA and Canada, the Harvest Festival is 
known as ‘Thanksgiving’ and is a national holiday in November each year.

In Britain, Harvest Festivals are traditionally held on or near the Sunday of the 
Harvest Moon. This is the full moon that occurs closest to the autumn equinox about 
23 September.  In two years out of three, the Harvest Moon comes in September, 
but in some years it occurs in October.

The Harvest Festival used to be celebrated at the beginning of the harvest season 
on 1 August and was called Lammas meaning ‘loaf Mass’. Farmers made loaves of 
bread from the new wheat crop and gave them to their local church. They were then 
used as the Communion bread during a special mass thanking God for the harvest. 
The custom ended when Henry VIII broke away from the Catholic Church, and 
nowadays we have Harvest Festivals at the end of the season.

At the start of the harvest, communities would appoint a strong and respected man 
of their village as the Lord of the Harvest who would be responsible for negotiating 
the harvest wages and organising the fieldworkers or ‘reapers’.

The whole community, including the children, needed to help right up until the end, as 
lives depended on the success of the harvest. After the harvest came the celebration 
was shared by the whole village. Harvest was one of the great village festivals. Often 
there was a grand procession for the last wagon-load of corn brought from the field.
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Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
There was a good attendance at our first meeting of the new year which
began with a brief AGM when Moira White, our chairperson, presented a
review of the previous year’s activities.
 On behalf of members, Moira expressed grateful thanks to David Herbert and Laura
Comley who have now resigned from the committee after many years service.
The business side of the AGM completed, Moira introduced our speaker, Alan Holland,
who had joined us to speak on the subject of TWIGS, based at Manor Garden Centre,
Cheney Manor, Swindon.
 He began by explaining that TWIGS (Therapeutic Work in Gardening in Swindon)
was formed in 1997 by a local lady who realised the benefits that working with nature
could bring to people experiencing mental health problems including depression,
anxiety, schizophrenia and personality disorders.
 Part funded by Swindon Borough Council, Zurich and the Community Trust,
additional income for TWIGS is generated from sales (plants and crafts), donations and
earned income from contracts, whilst ‘Friends of TWIGS, their volunteer led fundraising
arm,  brings in approximately £30,000 per annum by way of the Olive Tree Café in the
garden centre.
 We learned that a team of paid staff (1 full time, 5 part-time) and 27 independent
volunteers support the 80-100 service users currently registered.
 Alan explained that the aim of TWIGS is to give people with mental health issues
the chance to regain confidence and self-esteem and to learn new skills in a safe
environment, so acting as a stepping stone to recovery, further education or work.
This is achieved via the wealth of resources available including a large garden site,
nursery area, craft studio, kitchen, café and organic allotment site.
 A ‘Wildlife garden’, the ‘Potager garden’,  the ‘Physic garden’ and the ‘Path of Life
garden’ are among eleven themed gardens open to the public from 10.00-3.30pm
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The ‘Path of life’ garden features a serpentine path
running through a garden planted using colour, texture and habit which reflects and
evokes a mood.  This symbolises the journey that people have to make from crisis to
recovery.
 The obvious benefits of working with nature were highlighted, on the video Alan
showed as part of his presentation, with one service user saying ‘While I’m working in
the garden, the garden is working on me’ and another enthusiastically stating ‘This is
a little bit of heaven on earth’.
 To conclude, Alan highlighted the positive soft outcomes for clients. These include
social interaction, motivation, creativity, concentration and communication skills whilst
hard outcomes result in paid employment, voluntary work, supported work, practical
skills and certificated training.
 Pete Berry offered a vote of thanks to Alan for his professional presentation offering
us such an informative background to TWIGS and what it means to the community.
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 28 March at 7.30pm in Silver Threads Hall
when our speaker will be Dr Keith Ferguson who will be entertaining us with a talk
entitled  ‘Flowers, Flamboyant to Demure’.  The competition will be ‘5 Daffodils’. New
members and visitors may be assured of warm welcome.

MARGARET GOODALL, Secretary, 770906
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The Illustrated London News, a leading weekly magazine, had a picture of one festival 
at Swallowfield near Reading in 1860. The band played, a banner was held aloft and 
the wagon was decorated with the plaited straw corn dollies.  

A harvest tea or supper, shared by squire, farmer and labourer alike, was followed by 
dancing and merry-making. It was this final part of the day that caused consternation 
among the respectable classes – “unrestrained riot and excess” was how the 
celebration of 1867 was described in the Essex parish of Foxearth. As a result, the 
festival was “taken in hand by the clergymen” and centred on a thanksgiving in the 
parish church.

The tradition of celebrating Harvest Festival in churches as we know it today 
began in 1843, when the reverend Robert Hawker invited parishioners to a special  
thanksgiving service for the harvest at his church at Morwenstow in Cornwall. 
Victorian hymns such as “We Plough the Fields and Scatter”, “Come Ye Thankful 
People, Come” and “All Things Bright and Beautiful” helped to popularise his idea of 
a Harvest Festival and spread the annual custom of decorating churches with home-
grown produce for the Harvest Festival service.

Symbolic corn dolls, made out of the last sheath of the harvest, were placed on 
banquet tables when parishes had their huge feasts. This custom began with Saxon 
farmers, who believed that the last sheath contained the spirit of the corn. The Corn 
Spirit was supposed to live or be reborn in the plaited straw ornament or corn doll 
and was kept until the following spring to ensure a good harvest. So there you have 
it.

How life has changed. The effort required to harvest our own produce bears little 
resemblance to days of yore but a good crop still generates the same feelings of 
satisfaction and cause for celebration albeit not with “unrestrained riot and excess”! 

Margaret Goodall (Secretary 770906)

The Gardener's Prayer
Eternal father cure my doubts

And keep the aphids off my sprouts
Let weevil coddling moth and flea

Eat someone else’s mange tout pea

Oh hear me when I shout and cry
And send a cure for carrot fly.

Make all my courgettes long and fat
And neutralise my neighbour’s cat

Let not my spuds fall prey to blight
Nor my broad beans vanish in the night.

Oh hear me when I cry to Thee,
Send sun and rain and bees to me.
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Purton Placard

The Phoenix Players present
London Suite by Neil Simon

Swindon Arts Centre  
22nd - 25th September 2021, 7.30pm 
“One London hotel suite, four stories 

all told by the comic genius that is 
Neil Simon. A brilliant rollercoaster of 
emotions with laughter guaranteed.”

Ticket prices £12. Concessions £10. 
To book please call Pauline on 07517 

698083 or e-mail 
bookings@phoenix-players.com

Cream Tea Event
Sunday 5th

September 2021
Treat yourself to a Cream Tea.

All orders received and prepai
d

by 1st September will be

delivered for free by noon on

Sunday 5th September. (Purton
,

Purton Stoke and Hook only).

Your Cream Tea will consist of a

delicious scone, Clotted Cream
,

Strawberry Jam, Biscuits,

Truffles and Tea. Cost £5 each.

Order via email or phone from
:

events@purtonageconcern.com

or call Laura on 07468 755902

Royal Wootton Bassett & 

District Rotary Club

Car Boot Sale

Lower Hook Farm, 

Hook Street (near Lydiard 

Park entrance)

1pm, Sunday 12 September 

Entry £2 cars, 

£1 pedestrians

Purton Magazine is 
delighted to feature the 
village placard again for 

the first time since 
March 2020!

Groups are invited to submit 
forthcoming events in, for, and 
on behalf of the community 

Email: 
mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Cake Sale 

Raising funds 
for the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association

Friday 10th September
2pm - 4pm, Sonara, College Road
Supporting Steve 
Woodman who is 
running the 2022 
London Marathon 
for MNDA.

 
Cake Sale! 

Friday 10th September 
2pm – 4pm 

Sonara, College Road, Purton 
 

In support of Steve Woodman who is running the  
2022 London Marathon in support of  
Motor Neurone Disease Association 

 

  St Mary’s Church
Open Day

Saturday 4 September, 
10am-4pm

Take a look inside our renewed church 
and find out what St Mary’s has to offer 
the community; from Messy Church to 

Christianity Explored.

There will be an opportunity to 
arrange flowers and ring the bells with 
refreshments available from the new 

kitchen.

The Church will be formally re-opened by 
the Bishop of Bristol at a special service on 

Sunday 5 September at 10.30am. 
Everyone welcome

www.stmaryspurton.org.uk

Wiltshire Historic Churches TrustRide & Stride 2021Saturday 11 Septemberfor more information email Jane 
Smith: janersmith1@gmail.comwww.

wiltshirehistoricchurchestrust.org.uk/ride-stride/

St Mary’s Church
Buy a Book & 

have a look Day
Saturday 11 September, 10am-5pm
Second hand books for sale in aid 
of the West Tower Repair fund.

For more information email Jane 
Smith: janersmith1@gmail.com

What’s on?



Page 32

Purton Village Diary - September 2021
4 Sa 10.00am St Mary’s Church Open Day
5 Su  Purton & District Age Concern Cream Tea Event
  10.30am Morning worship at Purton Methodist Church
  10.30am Morning Service at St Mary’s Church with the Bishop of 

Bristol
10 F 2.00pm Cake Sale in aid of the Motor Neurone Disease Association at 

Sonara, College Road
11 Sa 10.00am ‘Buy a book & have a look’ at St Mary’s Church
   Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust Ride & Stride
12 Su 10.30am Harvest Thanksgiving Service at Purton Methodist Church
  10.30am Communion at St Mary’s Church
  1.00pm Royal Wootton Bassett District Rotary Club car boot sale at 

Lower Hook Farm
13 M 7.00pm Purton Parish Council Meeting at the Village Hall
16 Th  Purton & District Darts League season starts
19 Su 10.30am Morning worship at Purton Methodist Church
  8.00am Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am New to church service at St Mary’s
22 W  Autumn Equinox
  7.20pm until 25th Phoenix Players perform London Suite at Swindon 

Arts Centre
23 Th  Open Evening at Bradon Forest School
  7.30pm Purton Historical Society welcome their speaker Richard 

Martin of Cotswold Wollen Weavers
25 Sa  Table top sale trail around Purton
26 Su 10.30am Morning worship at Purton Methodist Church
  10.30am Communion at St Mary’s Church
27 M 7.00pm Purton War Memorial and Village Centre charity meeting at 

the Village Hall

Do you have friends or family who lived in 
Purton but have moved away?
Purton Magazine is available online! Each issue is 
uploaded around the middle of the month, and all previous 
editions of the magazine are available. So wherever you 
are in the world, keep up to date with all the village news!

www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Purton Village Diary - when life returns to normal
Every week

 M 7.00pm to 8.00pm Purton Village Voices choir practice at the Red 
House Skittle Alley (term time)

 Tu 9.00am  to 11am Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
  12 noon  Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
  7.30pm  Bridge Club at the Red House
 W 10.00am  to 12 noon Coffee and chat at Silver Threads Hall
  2.00pm  to 5.00pm Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)
  6.15pm  Purton Youth Club for school years 4-7 at Purton Village Hall
 Th  12 noon  Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
  2.00pm  to 3pm Age Concern T’ai Chi at Millennium Hall (term time)
  2.20pm  Pram Service for pre-school children at Purton Methodist 

Church (term time)
 F  10.00am  to 11.30am Tea, cofee and cake at The Cedars
 Sa  10.00am  to 12.30pm Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)

Every month

1st Wednesday  10.00am Story Time at Purton Library for pre-school children
2nd Wednesday  (except Aug) 2.30pm Methodist Women’s Fellowship at 

Purton Methodist Church
2nd & 4th Tuesday  10.00am Purton Probus meet in the Red House lounge
2nd & 4th Tuesday  Purton Silver Threads meet at the Silver Threads Hall, 

suspended until further notice
3rd Monday  St Mary’s Fellowship of Women at Purton Methodist Church
3rd Tuesday  Royal British Legion meet at the Red House
3rd Wednesday  2.15pm Rhyme Time at Purton Library for babies, toddlers 

and their carers
7.30pm   Purton Evening WI meet at the Silver Threads Hall
4th Thursday  (September to May) Purton Historical Society meet at 7.30pm 

in Purton Village Hall.
If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages, contact 
Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton, Tel: 772954 
or email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

Purton Magazine is available to buy at; One Stop, Purton 
Farm Shop, Dora’s Dairy, Shear Success and the Co-op. 
We deliver to over 800 homes each month through our 
network of volunteers. To become a distributor, or a Magazine 
subscriber, contact Sandra Horsnall, tel: 01793 770157 or 
email: distribution@purtonmagazine.co.uk

Guaranteed
Position
do not move

Guaranteed
Position
do not move

Guaranteed
Position
do not moveo Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service

(eg landlord inspection reports).

o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered

by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.

o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.

o Home Automation Systems - Turn on your lights

or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –

Save up to 10% of your electricity bill

o Telecommunications and Data Networks.

Tel: (01793) 771167
Mobile: 07795 832087

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk

Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural

and Equine Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998

www.themaharajah.co.uk

Email: khalique@themaharajah.co.uk

6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,

Wiltshire SN5 4AA

Gold Award Winner

Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm

Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant

with Take-Away Service

ROYAL GEORGE

27 Pavenhill, Purton  Tel: 01793 978 180

email: info@royalgeorgepurton.co.uk

Food:
Mon - Sat     12 - 3pm

             and 6 - 9pm

Sundays  3 - 5pm  bookings only

Pub Quiz:  Every Sunday at 7.30pm

Bottle Draw every Monday - 9.30pm

Poker Night every Tuesday - 8.30pm
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No more clogged showerheads
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with an award-winning Kinetico Water Softener
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Beneath the Wool
Last month I started talking about how we’d just got going with 
haymaking. The haymaking is mostly done now and we managed to 
make some lovely hay for the sheep over the winter. Thanks to all 
the people who helped with the stacking and a big thanks to Tris 
who helped with a bit of turning and some loading. We baled the 
smaller field on the Saturday and we had 67 bales from that which 
were all loaded on the Saturday night and stacked in the shed early 
on Sunday morning. The following Sunday, we worked on the field 
at  College Farm which yielded 66 bales, which is 19 more than last 
year. We loaded all this onto the trailer straight away and stacked 
in the shed on Sunday evening. All in all it was a very good job well 
done and the shed looks very good with just the right amount of 
hay for the winter.

This month we have also been very busy topping. We always seem 
to find loads of topping to do at once and so it’s a case of doing 
a little bit here and a little bit there. We are just about managing 
to get through it but it’s taking its time as it’s a fairly slow job. We 
always do this as it makes the grass grow that little bit better and it makes the fields 
look so much tidier. While we are doing it, we usually go round the footpaths too, 
but just at the moment, we haven’t quite got there yet. 

Hopefully by next month I will definitely be able to tell you all about the weaning as 
it’s currently a job just finding the time to get round to it. Our chickens are laying 
eggs like mad, which is good for our small pool of egg customers, who now have an 
abundance of eggs to choose from! It’s amazing how they have suddenly gone mad 
laying – they just don’t seem to let off the gas!

Michael Woodward, Rogers Farm, Purton
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The other side of the gate
July saw the arrival of Otto, our new South Devon 
Bull. He is very fluffy and very friendly!

He’s come up from Somerset after Sarah put a 
request out for a vasectomised bull on the Pasture 
For Life forum. He is currently a fully working bull, 
but has one small testicle so doesn’t qualify as fit 
for the breed standards. His role here will be as 
a vasectomised bull.  That might sound a bit of a 
strange thing for him to do but there is a reason: 
We are breeding for A2 (beta Casein protein in 
milk) replacement milking heifers. His role will be 
to identify exactly when the cow has released an 
egg so we can fertilise that egg with the appropriate 
semen. So the A2 cows will get A2 semen and the 
non-A2 cows will get a beef breed. I spoke about the 
Moocall technology we’ve invested in previously. It 
will give us accurate heat times so we can inseminate 
at precisely the right time. This should improve our 
conception rate, tighten our calving pattern and save 
us some money in the process. For the meantime, 
before he’s ‘done’, we will let him have the last few 
cows not yet pregnant. 

Haymaking was slightly later this year. We took 
the land behind the school next to ours. It was a 
good crop of 255 big bales. We shared the crop and 
workload with Tim Handy. We should get another 
cut from it later in the year and that will be made 
into silage.

We always have a batch of six pigs on the farm. These 
are kept in a sty with an outside loafing area. Pigs are 
very bright and inquisitive. One of the latest batch 
has a talent for exploring. Every day he would escape 
by pushing the fence up and squeezing underneath. 
He was often in the garden and it would cause a 
lot of excitement for the dogs who were completely 
ignored by the pig! We would put him back and the 
following day he’d get out again. We got used to him 
being free-range and would let him explore on his 
own. He’d never travel too far and would be at the 
gate waiting to be let back in for the evening feed. 
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This continued for about a month and it was not 
a problem for any of us until the day that his local 
surroundings and solo exploration became long 
distance and with friends!

Luke had received a call to say there were three pigs 
on the road by Purton House and to ask whether 
they were ours. He wasn’t here so called me to ask. 
I immediately said don’t be so silly!  Ours would 
never get that far and it’s only one that gets out! 
Hmmmmmm… a quick check and with only three 
left in the sty looking lonely the realisation that the 
wonder pig had wandered much further and with a 
posse became reality!

We rushed over in the Land Rover to see if we could 
drive them back. We met Rob and Alex by the farm 
shop. They’d also been alerted and with some quick 
thinking corralled them with some of the festival 
fencing (this was a few days before the festival luckily 
and not during the event. The thought of them 
running a-mock during the festival would have been 
less funny!). I went back to get the cattle box on as 
they stood guard. 

They loaded very easily and as soon as they got back 
in the pen fell asleep. Clearly it was all very exciting 
and totally exhausting! I kept them in the sty to 
prevent further excursions during the festival. Since 
then they’ve been very well behaved. 

Jonathan Cook, Quarry Farm
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Royal Wootton Bassett Environmental Group
At a recent Zoom meeting we focussed on ‘organics’. Most people know the term 
but what does it actually mean? If you are a chemist, anything that contains carbon 
and hydrogen is ‘organic’ so the word can be mis-leading. We decided we need some 
clarification!

Our main speaker was Ann Howells of Neal’s Yard Remedies, which 
produces organic skincare and beauty products. Since the opening 
of their first shop in Covent Garden in 1981, the company has been 
dedicated to trading sustainably and ethically and treating people 
fairly. They started working with the Soil Association in 1991 and 
now over 90% of the ingredients they use are certified organic.

As Ann explained, the word ‘organic’ comes from the Greek word ‘Organikos’ relating 
to an organ of the body and later came to be used to describe characteristics of 
living organisms. The Organic Movement began in the first half of the 20th century 
in response to the start of modern large-scale agricultural practices. The term 
‘organic’ was used to describe the older methods of farming with natural products 
such as manure and crop rotation, as opposed to the new ‘inorganic’ methods of 
using artificial chemicals and fertilizers.

The Soil Association was founded in 1946 and provides 
the certification scheme in the UK for organic farming 
and production. To become certified organic and use 
the Soil Association Logo you need to go through their 
strict auditing process to check that you follow their rules and practices. These 
include:

No Artificial Pesticides or Herbicides

Organic farmers are not allowed to use any artificial pesticides and only a very 
limited number of naturally-derived pesticides (like citronella and clove oil) as a last 
resort. Instead, they aim to create a natural balance between plants and animals to 
prevent and control pests and disease. For example, encouraging hedgehogs, birds 
and amphibians that eat slugs, ladybirds to eat aphids, etc and using crop rotation to 
prevent build up of disease in the soil. Weeds are managed by mechanical weeding 
rather than spraying with chemicals and by planting weed suppressants such as 
buckwheat.

No Artificial Fertilizers

Chemical fertilizers are produced by fixing nitrogen from the atmosphere at high 
temperature and pressure which uses large amounts of energy fueled by natural gas 
or petrochemicals and releases large quantities of CO2 in the process. In addition, 
chemical fertilizers can damage the soil by killing off vital organisms and they can 
leach into waterways and cause pollution. Organic farmers use natural methods to 
feed the soil such as animal and green manures, planting clover and legumes that fix 
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nitrogen and crop rotation.

Higher Animal Welfare Standards

To be certified organic, every aspect of animal welfare needs to be considered, from 
living conditions to methods of transport and humane slaughter. 

No Routine Use of Antibiotics

Antibiotics and wormers are used extensively in modern agriculture to prevent 
diseases among animals, often when the animals are kept closely confined in large 
numbers where disease could spread easily. This practice, which accounts for 30% 
of total use of antibiotics in the UK, is banned in organic farming and drugs are 
only used when necessary to cure disease (as was their original intention). Instead, 
organic animals are kept in spacious environments (free range) and fed healthy diets 
to prevent disease. 

No Genetic Modification (GM)

Whilst GM products are limited in the UK, most non-organically reared livestock 
are now fed with GM products (although In our local area several farmers have 
moved away from this). There is widespread debate on the benefits or otherwise 
of GM but the Soil Association’s position is that it is unnecessary for the adequate 
production of food and so not worth the risk of future problems arising from 
genetic modification.

No artificial Colours or Preservatives. 

Organic products must not contain hydrogenated fats and many artificial additives are 
banned such as sodium benzoate, aspartame (artificial sweetener) and monosodium 
glutamate.

The Organic Certification Scheme is not the only scheme around for farmers and 
producers. Our second speaker, Chris Rumming of Park Farm in Lydiard, uses the 
Pasture for Life scheme (as does Dora’s Dairy) and he spoke about the way he farms 
to enhance wildlife and carbon sequestration in his soils. He keeps his hedges wide, 
cutting them less frequently to provide cover for a wide range of animals, birds and 
insects. The farm is home to over 70 species of bird, the latest of which was a Little 
Egret that visited the farm pond recently.

He and his wife, Lindsey, are managing their sheep by mob grazing – keeping the 
flock to a portion of the field at a time and then moving them on using electric 
fencing. This keeps the grass healthy as it has a chance to regrow when the sheep 
move on. And the life cycle of parasitic worms is broken because the time gap 
before the sheep are allowed back on a patch of grass is too long for the worms 
to survive in the soil. Very few of their sheep have needed worm tablets since they 
started this practice.

Chris has replanted some of his fields as ‘herbal leys’ using a mixture of grasses and 
flowers which not only look nice but provide food for a wide variety of birds and 
insects. The fields are left to grow long before allowing the cattle on who trample 
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the grass into the ground as well as enjoying the variety of plants to eat. This builds 
up the soil over the years and sequesters carbon.

Purton House Organics (where I work) has been certified organic since 1997 and 
an auditor comes every year to check our practices are still compliant – they are 
very helpful but very thorough too! Certification schemes are necessary to provide 
a guarantee to consumers, especially since there is so much ‘Green Wash’ around 
nowadays.

However, necessary as it is, I find that the term ‘organic’ has come to mean ‘posh’ 
and this can put off many people who think that organic food will be far too 
expensive. We at Purton Farm Shop aim to change this misconception! Yes, organic 
food is more expensive than food that has been mass produced such as battery 
chickens or cattle kept on ‘feedlots’ in the US. And it is surely worth the extra cost 
to have healthier food, better animal welfare and to know that it is good for the 
environment. But we don’t put an extra premium on our organic products – ours is 
an honest cost and you might be surprised that it’s not as much as you think.

A lot of damage to the perception of ethical goods has been done by larger retailers 
(and some small ones in ‘posh’ areas) who often see these products as a way of 
creaming extra profit from their more wealthy customers. Putting a premium price 
on certain products is a well known retail technique. The actual extra cost is a 
small proportion of this premium and the retailer makes a good extra profit for 
themselves.

As mentioned in the magazine before, we at the Farm Shop have 
a new home grown logo for many of our local products – the 
‘Hedgehog Friendly’ label. This is not a certification scheme, 
rather a way of promoting environmentally friendly farming in 
our local area. Instead of having to explain to customers what 
‘organic’ means, they understand immediately when we say 
‘Hedgehog Friendly’ and if a farm is good for hedgehogs, it’s good 
for other wildlife and the soil. We can do this without auditors 
because we deal with local suppliers who we know personally 
and trust. Many small producers can’t afford to pay for auditors 
to become certified organic or they use other certification 
schemes. So this is a way for us to promote the many benefits of 
buying from small farmers and producers in our local area.

You can find out more about RWB Environment Group through our website – 
www.ecorwb.org – Facebook page, or if you don’t use computers, you can join the 
monthly zoom meetings using your phone. Please get in touch with me if you’d like 
to join the next meeting, or if you need any more information about the groups or 
businesses I write about.

Kate Robinson, email: purtonfarmshop@gmail.com 
Tel. 01793 772930 www.ecorwb.org
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The alternate history Pavane is a 
fix-up, or, more politely, a mosaic 
novel – by which I mean it was 

put together from several short stories 
previously published in a magazine. 
There’s a long tradition of doing this 
kind of thing – Agatha Christie’s The Big 
Four and Raymond Chandler’s Farewell 
My Lovely are both fix-ups, 
for example.

I know I bought my 
paperback of Pavane from 
the Albion Bookshop in 
Canterbury in 1974, but I 
can’t now remember what 
made me splash out 40p, a 
significant sum for a teenage 
schoolboy. It was definitely 
not the cover, which is 
hideous. (A disembodied 
female head floats in the 
foreground, and in the 
middle distance a line of 
robed figures queue to be executed by a 
masked axe man.) Luckily, other editions 

have more pleasant covers, including one 
by the author himself. Keith Roberts was 
an accomplished artist and illustrator as 
well as a writer.

Whatever the reason I bought it, Pavane 
is one of the books of which I never 
tire, and I am not alone in that. Over 
the years it has acquired cult status, 

and I suspect it would be 
even better known if Keith 
Roberts had not had the 
knack of falling out with 
everyone who ever tried to 
help him. When he died in 
2000, the last in a long line 
of publishers described him 
as: “A man who at his best 
was a brilliant writer, but 
sadly also the most difficult 
human being I’ve ever had 
to work with.” 

And Pavane is Roberts at 
his best and most brilliant. In this world, 
Elizabeth I was assassinated in 1588 and 
the Spanish Armada triumphed. Europe 

A book I will 
always remember 

He painted the landscapes of his 
beloved Dorset with an artist’s eye: 

“On either side of the knoll the land 
stretched in long, speckled sweeps, 
paling in the frost smoke until the 

outlines of distant hills blended with 
the curdled milk of the sky.”

Have you read a book that you will always 
remember, either recently or many years ago, 
serious or funny, fact or fiction? Each month 
we are publishing a review of a book that has 
meant a lot to a particular reader, especially 
the reason why it was so memorable. Purton 
Magazine readers are encouraged to send 
in a personal review of their favourite book; 
it need not be very long. As usual, the copy 
deadline is the 10th of the preceding month 
and our contact details are on Page 4.

Pavane 
by Keith Roberts
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and the New World languished under 
400 years of rule by the Roman Catholic 
Church, and England reverted to a place 
of lords and castles, of small towns and 
tiny villages separated by bad roads.

It is with the roads that we begin. 
The first tale is set in a semi-medieval 
version of 1968 (still two years in the 
future when Roberts was writing). 
Jesse Strange inherits the family haulage 
business and takes his steam-powered 
road locomotive and its train of freight 
on one last run before the onset of 
winter closes the roads. He travels from 
Dorchester to Poole, by way of Wool and 
the Great Heath. Much of the country 
is wild and believed to be the haunt “of 
bears and catamounts, dire-wolves and 
Fairies,” not to speak of gangs of highway 
robbers. Jesse has an encounter with one 
gang, but “the firm of Strange had not 
been built on softness; what you stole 
from it, you were welcome to keep.”

The stories that follow are self-contained 
and loosely linked. A boy graduates into 
the Guild of Signallers and is given a 
winter posting to a Class D semaphore 
tower in an isolated corner of Dorset. 
Here he comes into contact with an 
older and more mysterious England that 
the Church has not yet been able to 
subdue. An unhappy fisher girl becomes 
obsessed with a mysterious white boat 
that denotes a freedom she cannot have. 
In 1985 an artistic monk is driven nearly 
insane when he is sent to chronicle 
the activities of the Inquisition, and his 
subsequent teachings lead to uprisings 
against Rome throughout Britain. The 
Strange family reappear: Jesse’s niece 
attends his deathbed and remembers her 
affair with the lord of Corfe Castle, and 

a generation later her daughter Eleanor, 
the Lady of Corfe, defies the Church in 
rebellion. It is Eleanor who reflects: “It’s 
like a ... dance somehow, a minuet or a 
pavane. Something stately and pointless, 
with all the steps set out.”

At the end comes the Coda, which 
makes the reader rethink all that has 
gone before, particularly the nature of 
the dance and the apparent tyranny of 
the Church. Although beautifully written, 
it does not, to my mind, quite work, and 
here I think the original magazine version 
of the final story was better. (Incidentally, 
some early editions omitted this short 
section, while others, like my 1974 
paperback, have the Coda but not the 
story “The White Boat.”)

Roberts had a delight in technical 
vocabulary that reminds me of Kipling: 
“[he’d] opened up a four horse Roby 
traction with her cocks shut, let the 
condensed water in front of the piston 
knock the end out of the bore.” He also 
painted the landscapes of his beloved 
Dorset with an artist’s eye: “On either 
side of the knoll the land stretched in 
long, speckled sweeps, paling in the frost 
smoke until the outlines of distant hills 
blended with the curdled milk of the 
sky.” His writing could be lyrical, totally 
immersive, and utterly matter of fact.

To this day I can’t visit Dorchester 
without thinking of Jesse Strange driving 
his train along the High Street to the 
sound of “frustrated thunder… clapping 
from the fronts of the grey stone 
buildings.”

All in all, it was 40p well spent!

Patrick McCormack
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Purton Historical Society
Visit To Lydiard Tregoze Church

On Saturday the 10th July two separate parties of the Purton Historical 
Society had a conducted tour of the Lydiard Tregoze Church. There we were 
met by Paul Gardner who gave a fascinating talk on the origins and history of the 
church. The original St Mary’s Church on this site was built in Saxon times. Over 
the centuries it has been rebuilt and extended by the various owners of the Lydiard 
Estate. Earlier records show that in 1100 it was originally known as Lydiard Ewias, 
when Harold, the head of the Barony of Ewyas, endowed a church at Lydiard. At 
the end of the 12th Century the Lydiard Estate passed by marriage into the hands 
of the French Tregoz family, hence its present name. Finally in the 15th century it 
was inherited by Margaret Beauchamp, the grandmother of Henry VII, who married 
Oliver St John. Their descendants held it for five centuries and were responsible for 
many of the alterations. Over the years the church has had many visitors including 
pilgrims, who left their marks on the porch doorway. One of the most famous 
visitors was Elizabeth I.  In this century, major conservation works have uncovered 
wonderful wall paintings and patterns. The work still continues, cleaning the painted 
glass windows. The church is certainly a classic example of our local history.

David Sweet

AUTUMN PROGRAMME 

We are pleased to say that the Village Hall is now taking bookings and it has 
been decided that our meeting on 23rd September will be held there. The hall is 
being deep cleaned after every booking and is large enough to incorporate social 
distancing if required. If the situation changes and Government guidance is altered 
the decision will be reassessed. Posters will reflect any changes and members will 
be kept informed. 

The following presentations have been arranged:

Thursday 23rd September 2021 at 7.30pm ‘Half the wealth of England runs 
on the back of the sheep’. Richard Martin, owner of Cotswold Woollen Weavers

Richard Martin is delighted to be coming to our September meeting bringing with 
him historical ‘artefacts’. Sheep have grazed on the Cotswold hills for more than 
2000 years and the most famous breed was the Cotswold, whose lustrous, curly 
fleece was famous throughout Europe.

Come and hear more about “The Lion of the Cotswolds”

Visitors welcome fee £3

Thursday 28th October 2021 at 7.30pm Coleshill during World War II – 
Liza Dibble. The story of the Auxiliary Units – A talk illustrated with slides

In September 1940, Operation Sealion, the invasion of the British Isles, was imminent. 
Preparations were underway to train a group of “stay-behinds”. Coleshill House 
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became the General Headquarters. Come and discover this story and find out what 
remains at Coleshill.

Thursday 25th November 2021 at 7.30pm Bradon Boundaries: The early 
years – Joe Wright

Friday 3rd December 2021 - Christmas Social 7.30pm in the Silver Threads 
Hall

We are very hopeful that it will be possible to hold the annual Christmas Social and 
the Silver Threads Hall has been booked for Friday 3rd December 2021 at 7.30pm. 
A buffet supper and musical entertainment are booked. If there is any change in 
Government Covid-19 regulations the decision will be reassessed.

Janet and Tony Neate, Tel: 01793 770117 email: tjneate57@gmail.com

Purton Museum News
The Museum is open on Saturday mornings from 10.00am - 12.30pm

Opening will continue until Saturday 30th October 2021 and is in accordance with 
relevant Government Covid-19 guidance.

Admission free

Autumn season highlights:

• Purton Farming and 
Butchers Exhibition;

• Exhibits – Quiz – find the 
farm “past and present” on 
O.S map 1961;

• An original Inclosure map 
1787;

• Butter School Poster 1893 
with names of eminent 
people of the time;

• A photograph of Restrop 
Butter School 1890;

• Bulletin No. 44 is on sale in the Museum, which includes an article: “A Butter 
School at Purton” by John Belt.

Purton Museum Committee has a vacancy for a voluntary Curator. Please contact 
Marion Hobbs for full details.

Marion Hobbs, Chairman, Tel: 01793 770185, Email: roy.marion@btinternet.com 
www.purtonmuseumandhistoricalsociety.com

Visitors and new members are always welcome.
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FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
FROM YOUR HOME OR PLACE OF WORK

• Servicing & MoTs
• Brake, clutch & cam belt replacement

• All repairs     New batteries
• Free fit tyres, puncture repair and exhaust centre

• For all makes of  vehicle at competitive prices
Audi, BMW, Citroen, Fiat, Ford, Kia, Honda, Hyundai, Jaguar, Landrover, Range Rover, 

Lexus, Mazda, Mercedes, MG, Mini, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Peugeot, Renault, Rover, Saab, 
Subaru, Seat, Skoda, Suzuki, Toyota, Vauxhall, Volvo, VW, all 4WD & Vans.

For further details without any obligation simply ring: 
Chris or Justyn on 01793 81488811
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L O C K S M I T H

Email: lockmastersmobile@tiscali.co.uk
Tel: 01793 770476

Mob: 07860 742109

t 01793 853849
e info@handwprint.co.uk

FOLDERS • LEAFLETS • DESKPADS
FLYERS • COMPLIMENT SLIPS

LETTERHEADS • LABELS • BOOKS
BUSINESS CARDS • POSTERS
ENVELOPES • BROCHURES
BOOKLETS • CALENDARS

and now...
BANNERS & ROLLER BANNERS

T-SHIRTS & MUGS COMING SOON!

WEBSHOP COMING SOON!

02
/2

2



Page 45

 Dangerous Junction

We’d like to thank both Wiltshire and 
Purton Parish Councils for their very 
overdue but appreciated safety action 
on the Hayes Knoll/Packhorse Lane 
junction, known locally as Cross Lanes. 
We use this road frequently and have 
had many near misses, with cars pulling 
out of Hayes Knoll when we signal left 

for Tadpole Lane as drivers assume we 
wish to go to Cricklade. However, not 
signalling means we intend to keep on 
the B4553 towards the Pry, and again 
cars pull out. We regard this a very 
dangerous junction and hope that in 
future it doesn’t return to its original 
layout.

Mr & Mrs Young, High St, Purton
Caraline Haskins, Cross Lanes

Purton Post Bag
The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where 
space and content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted 
for publication without the proper name and address of the 
correspondent being supplied. However, these details may be 
withheld from publication if requested.

Businesses encouraged to apply for eCargo bike grants
Businesses wishing to make the jump from motoring to eCargo bikes as a means 
for delivery of their services and products are now invited to apply for a pot of 
£400,000.

The eCargo Bike Grant Fund 2021/22 applications process is now live, offering up 
to 40% cost coverage for a pedal assisted cargo bike up to the retail value of £2,500 
for a two-wheeled unit and £4,500 for a three-wheeled eCargo bike.

The applications process is now open until December 14th of this year, with a 
subsequent claims deadline of February 14th, 2022. Funds will be cleared direct to 
the bank account of successful business claimants following approval by the Energy 
Saving Trust which is again managing a Government cycling initiative.

There is strong evidence that switching to cargo bike delivery is beneficial to 
businesses in terms of cost and time savings, trial partners had realised up to 90% 
cost savings when switching from vans to eCargo bikes.

For more detail on the eligibility criteria for the eCargo grants, view the guidance 
document here: https://cyclingindustry.news/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/21.-22-
eCargo-Bike-Grant-Fund-Eligibility-Criteria-V5.pdf



Page 46

Mini crossword
Here is the eleventh in our little series of mini crosswords that are only designed 
to be a bit of fun during these days of lockdown. Again there are no prizes but the 
answers to August’s puzzle are 1) Societies  2) Graft  3) Reshape  4) Organic  5) 
Leaflets  6) Stumps

1. (across) gemstone (8)

2. (across) star sign (5)

3. (across) hidden passenger (8)

4. (down) gather crops (7)

5. (down) main road (7)

6. (down) eye part (6)

This crossword has been created by 
our latest committee member, Neil 
Miles.

Answers in the October issue and if 
any reader would like to create their 
own mini crossword we would be 
delighted to include it in a future issue 
of your magazine. Just to keep things consistent for the moment there should only 
be three words across and three down each with a maximum of 9 letters. As before 
we have taken many of the words from recent Purton Magazines and especially from 
the advertisements but, of course, dictionaries provide many more options. We aim 
for the clues to have a spread of difficulty with the easier clues to attract readers 
initially.

Shapes of empty boxes within an 11 x 11 box square, perhaps as a table in Word or 
in Excel software – or simply hand drawn and we will do the rest – contact details 
are on page 4 and on our website www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Purton & District Darts League
We are back after the extended break due to the 
COVID-19 situation. Our AGM was due to take place on 
Thursday 19th August at 8.30 p.m at Purton Club. We then 
hope to start the 2021/2022 league on Thursday 16th September. If you would like 
to register a team for the forthcoming season, please email me: sue.giles@hotmail.
co.uk. We look forward to welcoming all teams, both old and new.

Sue Giles, Secretary
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Purton Cricket Club
By the time you read this, the 2021 summer cricket season will be 
coming to a close. There will be a few games still to play, rescheduled 
from the poor weather at the start of the season. The club will be 
thinking about putting the ground to bed and hosting players at 
indoor winter nets. Cricket is now a year-round sport and with new 
initiatives like The Hundred, which you may have seen on TV, is also widening its 
audience.

Hopefully this year we have managed to offer the local community more of an 
opportunity than ever before to be part of the club. With the exhibit at Purton 
Museum, the MCC match and regular teas and cakes served at Friday night training, 
we too have tried to reach out to a wider audience. The junior section has thrived 
with close to 100 players under 13 participating in our junior programmes, drawing 
players for the local schools and beyond.

At the time of writing Purton CC has been experiencing some solid performances 
on the pitch at both ends of the age range. Our Under 11s scored a famous 
victory over local rivals Swindon with a magnificent spell of bowling from Tharun 
Kalaiselvan who took five wickets for six runs (Even better than the current 
Chairman’s performance 16 years ago – see ‘From the Archive’ below). There were 
also some outstanding performances in the field, not least from our wicket keepers. 
The seniors first team also won at Chippenham by three wickets with six and a half 
overs to spare. This time another youngster, Anthony D’Sa, shone with a score of 43 
off 31 balls including 5 fours and a six. Both the 1st XI and 2nd XI find themselves 
lying fourth in their respective divisions. By the next issue we will know how all our 
teams fared this season.

If you want to read about the teams’ performances, then simply log on to www.
purtoncc.co.uk and click on the “Match Centre” in the menu bar. Alternatively go 
to www.purton.play-cricket.com. 
Here you will find each team’s 
results with details of batting, 
bowling and averages. And it is 
not just for the whole team, you 
can also see information at an 
individual player level.

From the archive

This month’s story is reproduced 
from the Swindon Advertiser 
from Wednesday August 3rd, 
2005. The article includes a name 
check of our current chairman, 

Purton Magazine September 2021  

By the time you read this the 2021 summer cricket season will be coming to a close. There will be a few games still to 
play, rescheduled from the poor weather at the start of the season. The club will be thinking about putting the 
ground to bed and hosting players at indoor winter nets. Cricket is now a 12 month a year sport and with new 
initiatives like The Hundred, which you may have seen on TV, is also widening its audience too.  

Hopefully the club has managed, this year, to offer the local community more of an opportunity than ever before to 
be part of the club. With the exhibit at Purton Museum, the MCC match and regular teas and cakes served at Friday 
night training, we too have tried to reach out to a wider audience. The junior section has thrived with close to 100 
players under 13 participating in our junior programmes, drawing players for the local schools and beyond. 

At the time of writing Purton CC has been experiencing some solid performances on the pitch at both ends of the 
age range. Our Under 11’s scored a famous victory over local rivals Swindon with a magnificent spell of bowling from 
Tharun Kalaiselvan who took 5 wickets for 6 runs (Even better than the current Chairman’s performance 16 years 
ago – see From the Archive below). There were also some outstanding performances in the field, not least from our 
wicket keepers. The seniors first team also won at Chippenham by 3 wickets with six and a half overs to spare. This 
time another youngster Anthony D’Sa shone with a score of 43 off 31 balls including 5 fours and a six. Both the 1st XI 
and 2nd XI find themselves lying 4th in their respective divisions. By the next issue we will know how all our teams 
faired this season.  

If you want to read about the teams’ performances, then simply log on to www.purtoncc.co.uk and click on the 
“Match Centre” in the menu bar. Alternatively go to www.purton.play-cricket.com.  Here you will find each team’s 
results with details of batting , bowling, and averages. And it is not just for the team, you can also see information at 
an individual player level. 

FROM THE ARCHIVE  

This month’s story is reproduced from the Swindon Advertiser from Wednesday August 3rd, 2005. The article 
includes a name check of our current chairman, Callum Wright and Craig Miles who started playing cricket at Purton 
and now plays professionally for Warwickshire. 

Purton flying high! 

Wright and Miles see off Shrivvy:  

Purton continue to set the pace in the under 11 Blue Division of the Wiltshire Youth League after a 51 run victory at 
Shrivenham. 

Callum Wright (64 not out) and Craig Miles (28) helped Purton to 115-3 in their 20 overs….Wright then took 3-7as 
Shrivenham were restricted to 62-7.  
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Callum Wright and Craig Miles who started playing cricket at Purton and now plays 
professionally for Warwickshire.

Purton flying high!

Wright and Miles see off Shrivvy:

Purton continues to set the pace in the under 11 Blue Division of the Wiltshire 
Youth League after a 51 run victory at Shrivenham.

Callum Wright (64 not out) and Craig Miles (28) helped Purton to 115-3 in their 20 
overs… Wright then took 3-7 as Shrivenham were restricted to 62-7.

Graham Wright 

Purton Tennis Club
With the end of the summer, the summer 
league matches are just being completed. This 
year the ladies’ A team did well in division 1, 
finishing a very respectable 4th. The ladies B team, the men’s and the mixed teams all 
came up against stiff opposition and didn’t fare so well. However, we were all pleased 
to be playing competitive tennis again, visiting some beautiful locations in the area 
and playing the game we all enjoy.

The juniors have also had an enjoyable summer and the end of season tournament 
for those who have attended the Saturday morning training sessions will take place 
on Saturday 4th September. This is always a good showcase to show how much the 
juniors have improved since the end of April; so good luck to all involved. Please 
note that this year the Saturday sessions will continue to the end of September.

If you have any questions about joining the tennis club, coaching, playing matches or 
just hiring a court for an hour, then please get in touch.

And finally, we say farewell and good luck to Sass, our former Chair, who is moving 
to Dublin with her family. Sass has been a very active member of the club, supporting 
it both on and off the court. We will miss her and wish her well.

Janet Saunders (secretary) janetcsaunders@gmail.com

Congratulations from 
Royal Wootton Bassett Rugby Club
On behalf of a merely 50 year old Royal Wootton Bassett 
Rugby Football Club, President Mark Wightman wishes 
hearty congratulations to our neighbours Purton Cricket 
Club on their 200th Anniversary, with every success 
for the future and with your special celebrations on 
29th August.
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Amherst
Landscaping & Tree Surgeons
• Professional tree surgeons
• Landscaping & Grounds maintenance
• All aspects of tree work
 by Qualified Staff from Surveys, Reports,
 Felling, Pruning, Planting
• Excavations & Clearance
• Hard and soft landscaping
• Driveways & Buildings - high pressure washing
• Weed Control
• Fencing
• Digger hire with operator, 1 - 13 ton
• Demolition with waste removed
• We sell topsoil & compost per ton, delivered

Telephone - 01793 772268
Mobile - 07921 856089
Greatfield, Swindon, SN4 8EQ
Fully insured, free estimates British Association of

Landscape Industries

Email - AmherstContractors@hotmail.co.uk

www.classicwindowswiltshire.co.uk

 A family business for over 30 years

WILLS & PROBATE
ESTATE TAX PLANNING
PROPERTY LAW
DIVORCE & FAMILY
PERSONAL INJURY
COMMERCIAL LAW
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE
PRIVATE LITIGATION
DISPUTE RESOLUTION

YOUR GLOUCESTERSHIRE SOLICITORS

www.seriousinjury.expert

www.daveylaw.co.uk
01285 654875

@Davey_law

Active Movement Therapy
Stay active, move with ease, be pain free

Soft Tissue Therapy to treat aches &
pains leading to improved posture,

function, movement & wellbeing

Jenny 01793 759192 / 07896 027016
115 High Street, Cricklade

www.activemovementtherapy.co.uk 10
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Appointments Mon - Fri: 9am- 6.30pm 
and Saturday: 9.30am - 12.30pm 

www.georgevetgroup.co.uk 
ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE  

Royal                                 
Wootton Bassett   

01793 852458  

Join our Health Club for 
savings and benefits 
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BRADON 
FOREST 

SCHOOL

Book your free open event place now at https://tinyurl.com/ue4xeu3n

OPEN 
EVENING 

THURSDAY 
23 SEPT

2021

OPEN 
MORNINGS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
MORNINGS
9.15 - 10.30

WEEKS 
COMMENCING:
27 SEPTEMBER
4 OCTOBER 2021

A SECONDARY SCHOOL SERVING 
SWINDON AND NORTH WILTSHIRE

WWW.BRADONFOREST.WILTS.SCH.UK
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Walking in the face of adversity 
At the height of the pandemic in July 2020, 
Naomi Clarke of St Mary's Primary School, and 
I decided we needed a challenge to distract 
us from everything that was going on in the 
world. We chose to walk The Ridgeway, an 87 
mile trail that's been trodden for over 5,000 
years - used by the Anglo Saxon warriors 
fighting for Wessex and Mercia, pilgrims 
visiting the ancient stones at Avebury and 
drovers moving their livestock. The National 
Trail information advises a six day expedition, 
but in the midst of a global apocalypse, time 
wasn't on our side. As we entered numerous 
lockdowns and restrictions on movement it 
became clear that we couldn't finish it in 2020, 
but on Sunday 1st August 2021, we reached 
the end. Just over a year since we started. 
Ideally we should have started at the farthest 
point (Ivinghoe Beacon, Buckinghamshire) 
and walked ‘home’. However, at the time 
the Government advice was to stay close to 
home and so we started at Overton Hill, just 
beyond Avebury.

You get a lot of time to talk when you’re 
walking for up to nine hours with no other 
distractions and as you can imagine, politics 
and education featured regularly, along with 
childhood memories, foreign holidays, our 
teenage and university days and myriad other 
subjects.

We also got an opportunity to notice wildlife 
and the changing landscapes and seasons, but 
most of all, appreciate what's around us and 
be thankful that we're fit and healthy enough 
to get out and enjoy it. 

We had a bit of a sing song towards the end, 
walking through the Chilterns, Naomi gave a 
rousing rendition of 'The Hills are alive with 
the sound of music...' but I think this sums it 
up perfectly:
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And did those feet in ancient time,
Walk upon England's mountains green:

And was the holy Lamb of God,
On England's pleasant pastures seen!

And did the Countenance Divine,
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here,
Among these dark Satanic Mills?

Bring me my Bow of burning gold:
Bring me my Arrows of desire:

Bring me my Spear: O clouds unfold:
Bring me my Chariot of fire!

I will not cease from Mental Fight,
Nor shall my Sword sleep in my hand:

Till we have built Jerusalem,
In England's green & pleasant Land.

For those of you who like statistics, here’s our journey in numbers:

26 Jul 2020 Overton Hill, Wiltshire > Uffington White Horse, Oxfordshire. 22.35 
miles, 1,736ft elevation gain.

23 Aug 2020 Uffington White Horse > Streatley, Berkshire. 21 miles, 968ft elevation 
gain.

11 Oct 2020 Streatley > Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire. 26.21 miles, 2,500ft 
elevation gain.

1 Aug 2021 Princes Risborough > Ivinghoe Beacon, Buckinghamshire. 16.9 miles, 
1,939ft elevation gain.

We’re now planning our next adventure, which will likely involve the River Thames…

Heather Ponting-Bather & Naomi Clarke

We Record …
Wedding at St Mary’s Church

23 July 2021 Grace Susanna Bartlett & George Stephen John Knight

Baptism at St Mary’s Church

25 July 2021 Annabella Pothecary

Funeral at St Mary’s Church

27 July 2021 Michael Lewis (73)

Funeral at North Wiltshire Crematorium

5 August 2021 Derek John Woods (94)
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Lockdown Limericks
The covid lockdowns that began last year were an ideal opportunity to challenge 
ourselves to complete a special task or branch out and try something new, often aided 
by some new resources on the internet.

Local author and BBC producer Anna Quarendon has always enjoyed dashing off a 
little limerick from time to time. During the lockdown she challenged herself to write 
one every day to record many of the everyday details of the pandemic that otherwise 
could so easily be lost. At the end of last year she produced a book with them all. Now 
she has generously given Purton Magazine permission to reproduce a selection each 
month from the same month last year. Here are some from September 2020 providing 
some interesting reminders.

Heigh Ho 14 Sept 2020

Said Snow White to the dwarfs “From today,
We can only have six – what d’you say?”

So the voted out Sneezy
(who made them uneasy)

And agreed without doubt Doc should stay

Down the Pan 9 Sept 2020

Hancock says now to a man
We must take good care not to kill gran

If behaviour is reckless
And young people feckless

Then safety goes right down the pan

Shop thy Neighbour 28 Sept 2020

Shopping thy neighbour’s not nice
But it seems it’s Matt Hancock’s advice

To avoid a new peak
He thinks we should sneak

(but perhaps we should maybe 
think twice.)

A final selection of Anna’s lockdown limericks from October 2020 will be included in 
next month’s magazine but if you can’t wait as long as that, a published collection is 
now available from the White Horse Bookshop in Marlborough at £8.99.

If any other reader has made a personal record of the lockdown, perhaps as a diary 
or through regular messages to friends and family, we would be delighted to include 
some examples next month. Information about other local lockdown achievements 
would also be gratefully received for suture publication. Please contact the magazine 
(see page 4) if you would like any further details.

Gambling Streak 2 Sept 2020

A late summer break is a gamble
As holiday makers now scramble

To beat the set date
For their quarantine fate

Imposed with no time for preamble

The Rule of Six 10 Sept 2020

The government now thinks it best
If we give larger gath’rings a rest

We can now only mix
In small groups of six

To protect the immune-suppressed

For Crying Out Loud 6 Sept 2020

Choirs are just wanting to sing
But they can’t because, here’s the thing

When crying out loud
Drops may fall like a cloud

And we dread to think what they 
might bring
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FREE LEVEL ACCESS PARKING AT ALL STORES
www.thehearingandmobilitystore.co.uk

The Mobility Store
7 Clive Parade
Cricklade Road,
Swindon SN2 1AJ
01793 701313
swindon@thehearingand
mobilitystore.co.uk

THE MARLBOROUGH
MOBILITY STORE
56 George Lane,
Marlborough SN8 4BY
01672 511550
wiltshiremobility@mail.com

THE WROUGHTON
MOBILITY STORE
Unit 1, The Forge
4-6 Devizes Road
Wroughton SN4 0RZ
01793 815083
wroughtonmobility@mail.com

THE BOURTON ON THE 
WATER MOBILITY STORE
Lansdowne
Bourton on the Water GL54 2AR
01451 810088
bourtonmobility@mail.com

Shoes and slipper
Footcare appointments

Rise and recline furniture
Adjustable beds

Mobility scooters
Mobility scooter repairs

• Large range of Mobility Aids • PPE
• Hire services • Wheelchairs • Stairlifts 

MAKE LIFE EASIER

FREE HEARING HEALTH CHECK

NEW
ADDRESS
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M Lawrence
Elecrical Contractor
12 Church Path, Purton
• Domestic re-wire
• Wiring for extensions
• Electric storage heating
• Extra sockets and lights
• Security lighting

Tel: 771084  Mobile: 07743 128222

 
Broad Town, Wootton Bassett and Dauntsey 

Tel: 07946 895104  
Repair, service and sales : All makes and models 

Cylinder, rotary and ride on mowers : Strimmers 
Hedge cutters : Chain saws : Rotovators : Leaf blowers 
Petrol disc cutters : Tool repairs : Blade sharpening etc. 

 

Prompt efficient service : Collection and Delivery service available 
Email: info@goldboroughgardenmachinery.com 

www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com 
or find us on Facebook 
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Broad Town, Dauntsey and 
Royal Wootton Bassett

Tel: 07946 895104 
Repair, service and sales. 

All makes and models

Cylinder, rotary and ride on mowers, 
Strimmers, Hedge cutters, Chain 

saws, Rotovators, Leaf blowers, Petrol 
disc cutters, Tool repairs and Blade 

sharpening etc.

Prompt, efficient service. Collection 
and delivery service available

Email: 
info@goldboroughgardenmachinery.com
www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com

or find us on Facebook

Find me at Midge Hall Nurseries, Royal Wootton Bassett

Summer & Autumn Hanging 
Baskets made to order

Refill your own or new available 
Seasonal containers and pots, 

Range of seasonal bedding plants 
Christmas wreaths 

and workshops
Sally Brown: 07773 602162 

Email: 
basketcasesb@gmail.com
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News from The Cedars
Definitely Bronze

We’ve certainly enjoyed all the sport this summer, 
including the Olympics, but as the weather has been unkind, some of our planned 
outside activities haven’t reached the mark. However, although our activities 
program is definitely getting a bronze, we’re aiming for gold, as Khia gets to grips 
with organising events and activities that encourage and promote the wellbeing of 
our residents. We’re striving for activities that are enjoyed, and which residents will 
want to do again. We are currently running themed weeks throughout each month 
so we can explore with our residents which activities work well and which don’t 
make bronze medal status.

Nearly Silver

Sadly, our professional entertainers can only perform outside, so some planned 
activities couldn’t happen; needless to say residents were disappointed. However, 
our themed Seaside Day was a huge success. We had an indoor sand and deckchair 
area for fun photos and sensory sessions; a sing-a-long featuring as many songs with 
sun, sea and holiday in the lyrics as we could think of, plus a fishing with a hook game. 
Only stopping for a fish & chip lunch followed by 99s for pudding. The afternoon had 
a seaside themed quiz session followed by seaside Bingo and ending with everyone 
enjoying the Cliff Richard movie “Summer Holiday”. The idea and decoration were 
down to Katie Tomes, so well done to her for all her efforts.

Khia and I definitely felt we’d been to the seaside after ‘overseaing’ (sorry couldn’t 
resist the pun!) all the activities and definitely needed a breather, so relaxing with 
Cliff Richard ended our seaside day beautifully. The only thing missing from our day 
was of course the sunshine, but along with the carers and kitchen staff all helping on 
the day, I definitely think it scored us a silver.

Striving for Gold

We’re definitely striving for gold with activities now happening every day and 
these will only be enhanced by volunteers coming into the home and sharing their 
expertise with us. It could be just a few hours a month, weekly or ad-hoc to share 
your skills with us and our residents. Interested? Then please do get in touch and 
we can give you details of what’s required to become a volunteer and get the gold 
ball rolling!

For anyone interested in being a volunteer please, contact Khia or Jane via email to 
k.rendall@osjct.co.uk or j.pitcher@osjct.co.uk, or call the above number and ask to 
speak to one of us. For information on vacancies at Cedars please call Victoria on 
01793 772036 or email  V.Wallis@osjct.co.uk

Thank you and best wishes, Activities Team at The Cedars.
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White Lodge residents 
feature on ITV News 
with Therapy Donkey
Staff and residents at White 
Lodge care home in Braydon 
were delighted to receive 
a very special visitor. Kelly 
Baker from Kelly’s Donkeys 
was delighted to introduce 
therapy donkey Charlie 
to residents. Charlie is 
incredible; donkeys have a 
natural calm temperament, 
and the therapy donkeys are 
specially selected and trained. 
The donkeys are trained to 
work inside, manoeuvring 
around wheelchairs, using 
stairs and lifts as well as 
standing quietly when around 
the residents. Charlie visited 
one of the lounges at White 
Lodge as well as visiting 
individual residents in their 
rooms.

ITV News West Country 
filmed Charlie’s visit and it 
was featured on the 10th 
August evening news. The 
feature showed just how 
much the residents enjoyed 
the visit and how much 
they benefited from animal 
therapy. White Lodge has 
a weekly visit from Pets As 
Therapy dog Archie and 
recently also had a therapy 
horse visit in the grounds.

Ramona Gherendi, General 
Manager at White Lodge 
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Specialist in PVCU windows, doors,
patio doors, bi-folding doors

and conservatories.
White, Woodgrain, Woodgrain on white

or Coloured.

For a free quotation please call:
Jon Usher  01793 770596
Email: jonschanges@btInternet.com
Over 25 years experience
10 College Road, Purton, Swindon SN5 4AR

Changes
Jon’s

B. J. BROAD
Your Local Watch and Clockmaker

ESTABLISHED 1960
9 Vasterne Close,  Purton

Tel: 01793 771667
Watch and Clock Sales and Repairs

Battery Fitting
Free collection and delivery service

Call us today on: 01793 232546 or email: enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk
web: dwdunn.co.uk

Radiators/towel rails

Power-flushing

Upgrades

General Plumbing

Cookers & Fires

AGA/Rayburn

Gas, LPG and Oil boilers

Air-conditioning

Air-source Heat pumps

Bathrooms & Showers
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Cotswold Tree Surgeons
Qualified tree care specialists.   Established in 1979

For the best in tree care
• Pruning  • Hedges  • Planting Schemes  • Care of veteran trees

• Dangerous trees removed  • Advice and surveys  • Maintenance contracts
• Domestic tree work  • All our wood chip is recycled

Tel Keith Mills 01793 771742     www.cotswoldtreesurgeons.co.uk

WHO can you trust to fix your washing machine quickly?

D&M SERVICES
Established 1975

 42 years experience
 Small family business
 Same day - next day service
 Free telephone quotations
 All work guaranteed

DIY Parts Service

SWINDON 01793 613079
121 Upham Road, Old Walcot, Swindon SN3 1DP

Repairs & Servicing to all
leading makes of
Washing Machines &
Tumble Driers including
Hoover, Hotpoint

Full range of Hotpoint/Bosch washing
machines at Superstore Prices.

Free delivery, installation &
removal of old machine.

Call Now to compare our Prices

No VAT

• Cirencester  • T
etbury

• Faringdon  • Swindon

• Purton  • Cricklade

• Malmesbury  • Marlborough

HOTPOINT

Greg & Vicki would like to welcome you to

The Bell Inn
Purton Stoke

Serving food:
Tues - Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm

Sunday 12-3pm
Bank Holiday Mondays 12-2pm

01793 770434    www.bellinnpurtonstoke.com

8 Station Road, Purton
COMPTON WELDING   est. 1969

STEEL FABRICATIONS
GATES & RAILINGS
JULIETTE BALCONIES

WROUGHT IRONWORK
FIRE ESCAPES
SITE WELDING ETC.

TEL (01793) 770742

email: info@comptonwelding.co.uk
www.comptonwelding.co.uk
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LOGS by SOUTHERN FORESTRY
Seasoned logs for open fires and wood burning stoves.

Supplied loose, in nets and dumpy bags.
1 cu m £90

1½ cu m £130
2 cu m £170

Call Keith Mills
01793 771742

A new and exciting yarn, 
dressmaking fabric and 

haberdashery shop in the heart 
of  Cricklade High Street.

89A High Street, Cricklade, SN6 6DF 
Tel: 01793 759059 

         @highstreetstitches 
Email: amanda@highstreetstitches.co.uk

Opening Hours: 
Tue-Fri 10am-4pm, Sat 10am-1pm

It’s always a pleasure to see you, 
listen, help and advise.

To:
 
From:
 
£.............
 

 

A Gift for You....

 

Vouchers are valid for a period of 12 months from the date of purchase.................. 
Vouchers are non-refundable and cannot be exchanged for cash. 

www.facebook.com/thetownpantry
 
www.instagram.com/thetownpantry
 

To:
 
From:
 
£.............
 

 

A Gift for You....

 

Vouchers are valid for a period of 12 months from the date of purchase.................. 
Vouchers are non-refundable and cannot be exchanged for cash. 

www.facebook.com/thetownpantry
 
www.instagram.com/thetownpantry
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&PC Doctor Dan
115 High Street, Cricklade

Tel: 01793 759192   Mob: 07890 377517

Home & Business Computing

Free pick-up and drop-off service
Purchasing advice, setup and installation
Secure wireless and home networking
Share files, photos, music and printers
Virus and spyware detection and removal
Training to meet your specific needs
Hardware/ software repairs and upgrades
Improve PC performance and reliability
Create backups to protect key information
Consultancy and managed service options

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

1 cu. m £85 / 1½ cu. m £120
2 cu. m £150

David Hodges
Plumbing and Heating

Oil Boiler Installation, Commissioning, Servicing
Bathrooms, En-suites, Radiators, Towel Rails
 Taps, Ball Valves, Loft Tanks, Kitchen Sinks
Outside Taps, Hot Water Cylinders & More

Please call for a free estimate
or advice

07747 672102
email:  david-hodges@live.co.uk

Established 1999
_______________________________________________________

Curtains  -  Pelmets  -  Blinds
Cushions  -  Accessories  -  Covers

Fabrics  -  Trimmings  -  Linings
Poles  -  Rails  -  Tracks
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dkhaines68@gmail.comdkhaines68@gmail.com

We welcome submissions for publication in the next edition of Purton Magazine 
from the local community and from readers further afield. Copy deadline is the 
10th of each month. Please email mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Calling all Trustees!
Do you have a trust in your family or are you a trustee looking after money or 
property for someone, such as a child?

If the answer is “yes” then from March 2022 it is likely that you will need to register 
the trust with HMRC.

Currently, certain trusts need to be registered with HMRC if they are liable for 
Income Tax, Inheritance Tax, Stamp Duty or Capital Gains Tax. But from March 2022 
it will be necessary to register nearly all ‘express’ trusts, even if there is no tax to 
pay.

commented: “Therapy animals play such an important role at White Lodge, we thank 
the owners so much for giving up their time to visit care homes. Due to our rural 
location, many of our residents were once farmers or were horse riders so they 
have a real connection with the animals that visit.”

Our varied life enrichment programme keeps residents active, and provides a daily 
choice of engaging physical, mental and spiritual activities tailored to residents’ 
interests and abilities.

We are welcoming new residents into our homes to ensure that we are there 
for those that need care and support. We’re making our homes as safe as possible 
and will ensure that all new residents and staff are vaccinated before moving in or 
working in our homes. Please give us a call on 01666 860381 if you are looking for 
care or need any further help.

White Lodge Care Home is run by Barchester Healthcare, one of the UK’s largest 
care providers, which is committed to delivering high-quality care across its care 
homes and hospitals. White Lodge provides nursing, residential and respite care.

For more information please contact Ramona Gherendi, General Manager at White Lodge 
on 01666 860381, or email ramona.gherendi@barchester.com  

A message for all readers of Cricklade Revealed books.
Please keep an eye out this autumn for the final edition of my books as Cricklade 
Revealed Extra, Index Book Five which is the very last in the series of fifteen, is 
due to be published. It will contain extra stories and pictures from the post-war 
period up to 1970, and three indexes; two of people and places compiled by Hugh 
Slater, and a final one by me to thank the hundreds of wonderful people who have 
contributed their stories and photographs to this project over the past twenty 
years. More details of how to obtain the books if Covid restrictions still apply 
nearer to Christmas will follow, but if you wish to secure your copy in advance 
please ring me on (01793) 750542 or email mfparsons071@btinternet.com

Thank you all for your on-going support and interest: Marion Parsons.

Proceeds from this final book will be donated to Cricklade Open Door.
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What is an ‘express’ trust?

An ‘express trust’ is a trust that was created 
deliberately, such as a trust created by 
someone’s Will or a trust that a person makes 
by a deed during their lifetime. This means that 
after a person has died, if they have a trust in 
their Will which continues two years after the 
death, it will need to be registered.

Examples of the kind of trusts that will need 
to be registered include:

• ·A trust holding money for a child who 
has not reached 18 (or 21/25 depending on the wording in the Will);

• A discretionary trust (where the money is to be held for several beneficiaries, 
but the trustees can decide how to use the funds);

• A life interest trust, where someone dies and leaves some or all their estate in a 
trust for another person for their lifetime and then to other beneficiaries when 
that person dies.

There are a few trusts which will be exempt from registration, they include:

• Certain charitable trusts;

• Trusts that are set up to be used at a later date with less than £100 in them;

• Some trusts for land, pensions, and insurance policies;

• Trusts imposed by law or by a court.

If you are not sure, it is worth checking.

Who is responsible for Registering the Trust?

The trustees will be responsible for registering the trust. If you are an executor of a 
Will, you may also be a trustee. It is best to check the Will or the trust paperwork 
to identify the trustees.

You cannot register these trusts yet. The online portal for registering such trusts 
is expected to be ready later in 2021. If you think this could affect you, it would be 
sensible to begin making enquiries to see if you need to do anything.

I have just made a Will with a trust in it, do I need to register it now?

No, a trust in your Will only starts after you die. Your trustees may need to register 
it if the trust continues beyond two years after your death.

If you are not sure whether your trust needs to be registered or if you would 
like help or guidance in the registration process, please get in contact with Rachel 
Saunders at Forrester Sylvester Mackett by email rachelsaunders@fsmsolicitors.
co.uk or telephone 01249 454811 and she will be able to offer you further assistance.  
Other solicitors are also available.
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 ROUTINE & COSMETIC
DENTISTRY

 CONVENTIONAL & INVISIBLE
BRACES

 SMILE MAKEOVERS
 DENTURE WORK
 EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

AVAILABLE
Nigel Masters BDS DPDS

1 Church Street, Purton, Swindon, SN5 4DS
Tel: 01793 770532

csdental@btInternet.com
www.csdental.co.uk

A PERSONAL, FRIENDLY &
CARING SERVICE
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Index to Advertisers
Please mention Purton Magazine when contacting advertisers

Amherst Contractors . 49
Aspen Fencing 
Services .......................... 20
Awdry, Bailey & Douglas 
Solicitors ...........................2
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hanging baskets ............. 54
Bell Inn, Purton Stoke .....8
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Brush Strokes. ............... 13
Building land wanted.... 13
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care home ...................... 63
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holiday villa .................... 13
Chimney Mechanics 
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o Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service
(eg landlord inspection reports).

o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered
by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.

o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.
o Home Automation Systems - Turn on your lights

or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –

Save up to 10% of your electricity bill
o Telecommunications and Data Networks.

Tel: (01793) 771167
Mobile: 07795 832087

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk
Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural
and Equine Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998
www.themaharajah.co.uk

Email: khalique@themaharajah.co.uk

6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire SN5 4AA

Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

Tel: 01793 771 720
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Tel: 01793 772777 Tel: 01793 772777 
 or 07742 796766 or 07742 796766
Email: vfcaringhands@live.co.uk Email: vfcaringhands@live.co.uk 

Situated in the beautiful Braydon Situated in the beautiful Braydon 
countryside, Caring Hands countryside, Caring Hands 

(Wiltshire) provides residential (Wiltshire) provides residential 
care and pre-bookable respite care and pre-bookable respite 

care in our homely environment care in our homely environment 
on a working farm.on a working farm.

We currently have beds available

Do you, a friend or family member need Caring Hands?Do you, a friend or family member need Caring Hands?
We provide a high level of support for each of 
our clients, with flexible care, participation in 
community life and a personalised service.
We can accommodate a diverse range of 
individuals, and all of our facilities are 
completely wheelchair accessible.
We offer an on-site sitting service to give 
continual support to careers in the community.
Registered with the Care Quality Commission.
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Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

ROYAL GEORGE

27 Pavenhill, Purton  Tel: 01793 978 180
email: info@royalgeorgepurton.co.uk

Food:
Mon - Sat     12 - 3pm
             and 6 - 9pm

Sundays  3 - 5pm  bookings only

Pub Quiz:  Every Sunday at 7.30pm
Bottle Draw every Monday - 9.30pm
Poker Night every Tuesday - 8.30pm
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Shiny taps & scale free kettle

No more clogged showerheads

BANISH LIMESCALE
FOREVER!

with an award-winning Kinetico Water Softener

call 01285 770002 or visit 
www.gloucestershire-softeners.com

Gloucestershire
Softeners

Gloucestershire
Softeners

“Part of DW Dunn Ltd -Plumbing &Heating”

�

    APPROVED 2020
WINNER
2018

Best Plumbing or Drainage 
Product

Applies to Premier Compact Water Softener

2789_Gloucestershire-TrainAdvert_PRINT.indd   12789_Gloucestershire-TrainAdvert_PRINT.indd   1 04/02/2020   14:2304/02/2020   14:23
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