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Betty Dix turned 100 on 9th February but couldn’t celebrate with 
her family and friends as planned. However, her neighbours asked 
the community for help via social media and made it a birthday to 
remember. See page 16.
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• Smarthome Solution Design 
and Implementation

• Multi-room audio, CCTV and 
alarm systems

• Car charging points 
(OLEV Grant approved)

• Domestic, commercial, equestrian 
and agricultural electrical contractors 
and engineers

• Landlord inspection, testing and 
certification service

• Part P approved with 6 year 
warranty on domestic work

Tel: 01793 771167 Mobile: 07795 832087
www.butcherselectrical.co.uk09
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www.osteojo.co.uk
12 High St Cricklade SN6 6AP

CRICKLADE OSTEOPATHIC
HEALTH PRACTICE

01793 750504

Osteopathy
(including cranial)
Massage therapy
Acupuncture
(dry needling)
Ultrasound
With the expertise of a senior examiner and
moderator at the major osteopathic colleges.

Est. 1982
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Welcome to our new  
Swindon office...

Opening 1st March 2021

You can find us at  
2 Gateway North, 

North Latham Road,  
Swindon SN25 4DL

We’re here for you,  
wherever you are...

Chippenham:                  01249  478333 
Devizes:                         01380  722311 
Marlborough:                 01672  518620 
Royal Wootton Bassett:  01793  853200 
Swindon:                       01793  384140  
info@awdrys.co.uk         

ABD Purton Magazine HPage Port 61 x 191 Swindon Office 
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Purton Contacts
Wiltshire Councillor Jacqui Lay 770704
Doctor Purton Surgery 770207
Dental Surgery Church Street 770532
Junior Church Mary Hodges 770505
Library Librarians 770870
(Mondays 2-5pm; Tuesdays 2-7pm; Wednesdays 10am-5pm; Fridays 2-5pm)
Luncheon Club Pat Suddaby 771331
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12 noon, Silver Threads Hall)
Museum Curator: Beth Farnham, bethaney23@icloud.com
Police/Fire/Ambulance Emergencies 999
Police Non-emergency 101
Age Concern Minibus Hazel Woodbridge 770862
Purton Parish Council Deborah Lawrence 771066
Purton Silver Threads Lindsey Hall 771890
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery Purton Vets 771869
Pips Community Café Duty volunteers 07498 526872
(Tuesday-Friday 9am-4.30pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm) www.facebook.com/
purtoncommunitycafe/
Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School Secretary 770570
Pear Drops at Playclose Sarah Grigg 950159
Pear Drops Pre-School 
(formerly Under 5s’)

Sarah Grigg 978536

St Mary’s Primary School Secretary 770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk 
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk 

Tel: 770077 (773031 emergencies only)
Curate: Revd Judith Wells email: judithwells36@googlemail.com 

Tel: 770627
Wardens Sandra Horsnall: 

770157
Jane Smith: 
772422

Administrator: Rosie Harris administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages in the 
centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister: Revd David Perkins Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw,  

Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 8LT
Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett 
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Priest: Revd Father Lucas 
Rodrigues

Tel: 852366

Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon, Tues, Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest: Father Michael Robertson Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church
Services: Holy Days 7.00pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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Welcome to the twelfth edition of Purton Magazine to be published during 
Covid-19 restrictions. Visit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk for previous issues and 
our advertisers’ database for local businesses. 
We welcome submissions for publication in the next edition of Purton Magazine 
from the local community and from readers further afield. Copy deadline is the 
10th of each month. Please email mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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From the Editors
When you read this the Prime Minister will have told us on 22 February what we will 
be allowed to do and when. However, when this is being written we can only speculate 
about when schools, shops and so many social activities such as sports clubs and 
hospitality settings may be able to reopen.

Nationally it seems that the vaccination roll-out programme has been a major success 
story although the side effects for individuals were said to include smugness and 
gloating! Those of us who have been lucky enough to have received our injection/s 
have witnessed just how dedicated and well organised that operation has been.  Our 
local NHS health facilities and especially the GPs’ surgery in Purton have responded 
wonderfully well. The extra time and extraordinary effort of all those involved should 
be long remembered and recognised with much more than just these still most 
heartfelt thanks.

As so often, this issue of your magazine includes many thanks for the generosity and 
kindnesses for which Purton has an established and enviable reputation. Let’s start 
with Betty Dix who celebrated her 100th birthday in February. Betty moved to Purton 
only 21 years ago and with all the Covid restrictions, her family were worried that the 
magical milestone might get overlooked without the big party the family had planned. 
As this is Purton, they need not have worried as you can see on page 16. Her landing 
in Norbury Court was decorated the night before with gifts and flowers. On the day, 
cards flooded in “from everywhere in Purton” including many homemade cards from 
our schools and pre-schools only to be surpassed by ‘the’ card from Her Majesty.

Many of those children will have benefitted from “lots of unwanted laptops” donated 
to St. Mary’s school. Along with several “sizeable monetary donations” the children 
have been able to access home learning online and the digital poverty among families 
has been reduced. Have a look at page 30 to get a measure of the difference that local 
support has provided with the heartfelt thanks from the school.

Finally, a new local initiative has started. It will significantly increase the number of 
trees in our community with the assistance of a community grant; more details are 
on page 20. Those trees will be welcomed by many types of bird and the Gardeners’ 
Guild has a quiz to test our bird knowledge on page 21.

11
Boxes of knitted goods 
from Purton distributed 
as part of ‘Knit for Peace’ 

– see page 45

20
Difference languages 
spoken within the St 

Mary’s School community 
– see page 30

100th
Birthday for Betty Dix 
celebrated within ‘this 

wonderful community’ – 
see page 16

March 2021 
Volume 43 No.3 

1st Published 1975
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Purton Parish Council News
New Astro Pitch For Purton

Purton Parish Council is considering the installation of an all weather 
astro turf pitch at the area known as the “junior football ground” at 
the Purton War Memorial and Village Centre, next to the Play Park 
on Church Street. This area is heavily used by all ages and the decision to invest in 
a material with greater flexibility for all-year-round use has been considered. We 
would like to know your thoughts so please go to the link to complete the survey. 
If you would like to complete a paper copy, please contact the offices and we will 
arrange to send you details. If you would like to give more feedback please email 
stefanie.halpin@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Survey: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RZKFMYH

Donations Available

Does your community group have a new project they wish to undertake? If your 
group is of benefit to the people of Purton and financial support is required to start 
a project, please contact our offices or complete an application form available on our 
website. Our next round of donation requests is June 2021. Please do not hesitate 
to contact the Clerk direct for more information.  https://www.purtonparishcouncil.
gov.uk/Financial-Details.aspx

Covid-19 Operating Restrictions

Hall hire - Sadly all halls are currently closed.

Skate Park - Please remind your children that this is closed – we have fencing 
and signage, but we are still being advised that this is being ignored. Protect our 
community.

Play Parks - The two play parks are open – please continue to take COVID safe 
precautions of distance and hand sanitisation and do not mix with those not within 
your household.

Office - The office is manned but not open to the public.

Grounds management - The staff are still working. Please adhere to COVID guidance 
if you encounter our staff during their day to day operations.

Council Meeting

All meetings will continue to be held virtually until we are advised that we can 
return to face to face safely. If anyone wishes to attend, please contact the Clerk via 
email or phone and a link will be sent to join the meeting. 

Monday 8th March 2021  Council Meeting
Monday 22nd March 2021 Recreation and Play Area Committee
    Cemetery and Burial management committee
Monday 29th March 2021 Purton Village Hall and Institute Building Charity
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Neil Farr
Plumbing & Heating

• Bathroom/kitchen refits,
• Central heating systems.

Tel: 01793 526207
Mob: 077 99 59 57 01

Free quotations/estimates.
Emergency callouts.

Quality Builders
MARK MANNING

Garden walls • patios • drives
• pointing • plastering • roofing

• new chimneys built and repaired
• extensions • loft conversions

Alterations & free advice.
Tel 07980 309877

manningmarka@sky.com

Delicious Delights
Catering for weddings,
parties and corporate groups.
Served from our door to your table

Katherine Young

Also available:
Wedding, Celebration & Birthday Cakes

t: 01793 770486
e:cyoung65@btInternet.com

TV & VIDEO REPAIRS

  I n  H o m e  E s t i m a t e s
  I n  H o u s e  R e p a i r
 A l l  r e p a i r s  g u a r a n t e e d

Tel:
01793
812738TV Tuning & Set Ups

GOGGLEBOX
TV & VIDEO

REPAIR
SERVICE

Do you need Finance & Admin Support?
Business growing and don't have the time or experience?

We are qualified accountants with over 20 years’ experience in industry.
Providing day to day tasks such as invoicing, data entry & bank reconciliations
to budgeting & forecasting.  Regular weekly or monthly support to one-off tasks
or projects. Contact us today to find out how we can support your business.

Contact Sadie Williams 07914835772
or e-mail: sadie@harwoodandpartners.co.uk

greenmanngardens@gmail.com

Green Mann Garden
Services

For all aspects of Garden Care,
Maintenance and Renovation.

Contact Toby
(RHS, City & Guilds qualified)

01793 778069 / 07972 250878
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Quarry Farm,
The Hyde, Purton,

Swindon,
SN5 4EA

Web: dorasdairy.co.uk
Email: dairymaid@dorasdairy.co.uk

Tel: 07453 348560

Dora’s  Dairy

Raw and pasteurised milk
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Telephone, Swindon

772172
Flowers for all

occasions

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL

Available for Hire

For further information and bookings

TELEPHONE  772646

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk

www.boothandson.com
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M. LAWRENCE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

17 Vasterne Close, Purton
 Domestic Rewire
 Wiring for Extensions
 Electric Storage Heating
 Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting

Tel: 771084
Mobile: 07743 128222

Matthew Scott NCH
Garden & Landscape Services

Including Fencing, Decking,
Patios & Walling

Pruning,
Clearance & Turfing

Free Quotations,  All Jobs Considered
Mobile:  07909 671501
Tel/Fax:  01793 772986

RODENTS WASPS

FLIES ANTS

N.W.D.S. PEST CONTROL
Mobile: 07932 119999
Office: 01793 770807

PURTON CLUB
NON MEMBERS WELCOME

Live Sport & Music
Families Welcome

Open Hours:
Tues   7 - 12

Wed & Thurs  5 -12
Fri  3 - 12

Sat & Sun   All Day
FREE FUNCTION ROOM HIRE

For Parties, Weddings, Funerals

DISCO HIRE £75
Catering Available

Come Join Us!

01793 770316
07887724399

Foot Health Professional
Catherine Clark, BSc (Hons)

MCFHP, MAFHP
Treatment of hard skin, corns, fungal nails,
thickened and ingrown nails plus routine
toe nail cutting and filing in the comfort of

your own home
NOW AVAILABLE IN PURTON

01793 936845 / 07741 457860
or visit www.highworthfootcare.com

for more information

FRAN BREWER
Mobile Service covering the Purton Area
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ONLINE ZOOM 
PILATES with 
Shauna Wheeldon

Mondays  10am & 11.15am 
Tuesdays  9.30am, 5.15pm & 6.30pm
Thursdays  9.30am, 10.45am, 5.45pm & 7pm
Fridays  10am

If you are interested or would like to find out more 
information please contact me on:  

shauna.wheeldon@gmail.com or  Tel: 07717 56029604
/2

1
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GW WHITE
CARPENTRY

Call Gerry on 01793 770314

•  Kitchens
•  Roofs
•  Renovations
•  All Carpentry works

hair by

al

Tel: 01793 770951
Your Local Purton hairdresser

Specialising in:
Proms, Weddings, Balls, etc
Long Hair & Hair Up
Nails by Paula
Lash & Brow Tinting & Shaping

Ladies, Men, Children

Many toys for all ages from babies and
toddlers to pre-school children, with

snack and drinks for children and adults

Purton Baby &
Toddler Group

Every Tuesday and Thursday
at Purton Village Hall

9am - 11am  (term-time only)

Only £2 per adult per session
Contact:  07813 352299

First Class and high quality
garment making and

alterations

ANNIE’S DRESSMAKING

Whatever your dressmaking needs,
Annie can help!

Experienced dress designer.
Experienced in all forms of garment
making and alterations, whether it
is a precious Prada, or a favourite

“George” from Asda!
Also Curtains and soft furnishings

a speciality.
Give Annie a call to arrange a free,

no obligation meeting to discuss
your needs.

Home: 01793 771581
Mobile: 07988571215

E-mail: bryantannieliz@yahoo.co.uk

Nigel B Butler Limited
Chartered Certified Accountants

Accounts, Tax Advice, Payroll Services,
Self Assessment, Sole Traders, Partnerships

& Limited Companies,
Start Up & Small Business Specialists

Free Initial Consultation

Tel: 01793 852121
Manor House Enterprise Centre

High Street, Royal Wootton Bassett  SN4 7HH
www.nigelbutler.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Sales & Upgrades

For all PC and Mac Repairs

Computer Repair & 
Recycling Service
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Chimney
MechanicsLtd

Chimney sweeping, 
Pots, cowls & bird-guards, 
Repointing & stack repairs, 
Stoves, liners & fireplaces 
Wood-burner installation

HETAS registered

01793 771782

12 High Street, Purton
Swindon SN5 4AA
Tel 01793 771022

www.purtondentalpractice.co.uk

Full Range of Dental Care
Including Crowns, Bridges, Veneers

White Fillings & Tooth Whitening

Braces for Adults and Children
         Including

Prevention & Hygienist

Friendly Relaxed Atmosphere

Philip Cooke BDS Gina Cooke RDH

March 4th.  Race Night
March 11th.  AutobBand(Live)

March 25th. Biominal (Live) Inc.
80s Fancy Dress party

Smart Comfortable Surroundings
with Good Beer and Good Company.

So why not join?
Quiz Nights: every Sunday 8pm

Open all day Saturdays and Sundays
Phone 07493 317709
Outside bench seating.

www.redhouseclubpurton.co.uk
... including forthcoming events

Red House Club

Wessex Construction
Extensions,  Renovations

Kitchens,  Bathrooms
Replacement Doors & Windows

Member of the NHBC

Tel:  01793 772402
Mob:  07767684347

CLIFFORDS
BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions
Kitchens & Bathrooms

All Property Maintenance

Paul (01793) 770168
or 07841 650034

Elec
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g

Plum
bin

gEST.
1989

Woodburner Installation
Stoves, liners & fireplaces fitted

Pots, cowls & birdguards
Chimney sweeping

Stack repairs
HETAS registered

01793 771782

 ✰ General 
Groundwork

 ✰ Brickwork
 ✰ Conservatory 
foundations & walls

 ✰ Block paved 
driveways & patios

 ✰ Shed or garage bases
 ✰ Shingle drives 
& patios

 ✰ Trees felled & 
ground clearance

 ✰ Fencing & hedging
 ✰ Logs for sale

Contact Luke on 07766 953975 seven days a week

For the latest information visit 
our Facebook page facebook.com/

purtoncommunitycafe/ 
Join us at the Purton Club function room, 
Station Road for ; freshly prepared paninis 

and sandwiches, homemade cakes, hot and 
cold seasonal dishes, barista-style coffee and a 

range of hot and cold drinks.
email: marynettleton@hotmail.co.uk

Tel Mary: 01793 772298, 
Duty team: 07498 526872

Do you have friends or family 
who lived in the village but 

have moved away?
Purton Magazine is available online!
Each issue is uploaded around the 

middle of the month, and all previous 
editions of the magazine are available. 
So wherever you are in the world, keep 

up to date with all the village news!

www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Neil Farr
Plumbing & Heating

• Bathroom/kitchen refits,
• Central heating systems.

Tel: 01793 526207
Mob: 077 99 59 57 01

Free quotations/estimates.
Emergency callouts.

Quality Builders
MARK MANNING

Garden walls • patios • drives
• pointing • plastering • roofing

• new chimneys built and repaired
• extensions • loft conversions

Alterations & free advice.
Tel 07980 309877

manningmarka@sky.com

Delicious Delights
Catering for weddings,
parties and corporate groups.
Served from our door to your table

Katherine Young

Also available:
Wedding, Celebration & Birthday Cakes

t: 01793 770486
e:cyoung65@btInternet.com

TV & VIDEO REPAIRS

  I n  H o m e  E s t i m a t e s
  I n  H o u s e  R e p a i r
 A l l  r e p a i r s  g u a r a n t e e d

Tel:
01793
812738TV Tuning & Set Ups

GOGGLEBOX
TV & VIDEO

REPAIR
SERVICE

Do you need Finance & Admin Support?
Business growing and don't have the time or experience?

We are qualified accountants with over 20 years’ experience in industry.
Providing day to day tasks such as invoicing, data entry & bank reconciliations
to budgeting & forecasting.  Regular weekly or monthly support to one-off tasks
or projects. Contact us today to find out how we can support your business.

Contact Sadie Williams 07914835772
or e-mail: sadie@harwoodandpartners.co.uk

greenmanngardens@gmail.com

Green Mann Garden
Services

For all aspects of Garden Care,
Maintenance and Renovation.

Contact Toby
(RHS, City & Guilds qualified)

01793 778069 / 07972 250878

Kaileigh & Guy Tasker welcome you to 

The Bell Inn, Purton Stoke
Serving award-winning homemade food & drink

Tues-Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm, Sundays 12-4pm.  
Bookings are advised. Tel: 01793 770434 

www.bellinnpurtonstoke.co.uk info@thebellpurtonstoke.co.uk
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Councillor Vacancies

We currently have four vacancies. This opportunity allows you to be involved in your 
community, making decisions on behalf of others in an ever-changing environment, 
whilst working as a collective. If you feel you would be suited to this role, please 
contact the Clerk for more information.

Resignation Of Councillors

We would like to thank Helen Hicks, Grant Seabrook and Emily Seabrook for their 
dedication and support of the Parish Council during their service. We wish them all 
well in their new ventures.

Approved Planning Applications

20/09452/FUL Restrop Lodge, 3 Mud Lane. Purton. SN5 4LW. Erection of new 
garden walling and gates (Retrospective)

20/08501/FUL 40 Ringsbury Close, Purton. SN5 4DE. Proposed loft conversion 
with dormer windows to facilitate additional living space.

20/10439/FUL 4 Church Street, Purton. SN5 4DS. Construction of a single storey 
rear extension.

20/08687/FUL 25 High Street, Purton. SN5 4AE. Proposed double garage with 
studio above.

Refused Applications 

20/08187/FUL Land adj Bridge Paddocks, Leigh. SN6 6RQ. Creation of a 4 pitch 
Gypsy/Traveller site comprising the siting of 4 mobile homes, 4 
touring caravans, and the erection of 4 dayrooms.

Merger Of Three Charities, Purton Parish Council As Sole Trustee

Purton War Memorial and Village Centre Charity No 305562
Purton Institute and Village Hall Charity No 203202
Play Close Charity No 203201

Consideration to the future of the three charities managed by Purton Parish Council 
as sole trustee has been a key target area since 2018 when the charities engaged 
the services of a professional body to review the Purton Institute and Village Hall 
Charity (no 203202) due to lack of community use and income stream.

The Charity considered and actioned all items reported under the professional 
review, however sadly the changes did not levy any further income or usage and 
then COVID-19 forced temporary closure.

In February 2020 under professional advice from the Charities Solicitor and an 
expert in Charity Commission Law, the decision to merge all three charities, given 
our concerns was considered.

The conclusive response from each charity was to merge to create a CIO (Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation) giving greater flexibility and control moving forward 
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and more importantly allowing the combined new charity to adapt with the ever-
changing times and needs of our community.

Extensive work is currently being carried out to prepare for the presentation to the 
Charity Commission for the merger and we anticipate a positive conclusive decision 
and merger during 2021, pending COVID-19 delays.

As part of this review, the newly created charity will be looking at the longevity 
of its resources, usage and the best solution to ensure their continuation for the 
community first and foremost providing an all-inclusive community-based service.

A new constitution will also be formed as part of the merger.

I am sure that the community along with the charities in their current and new 
format wish to only see the current facilities thrive to the benefit of the community 
as was their intention when placed into charitable status managed by the Council 
as Sole Trustee.

If anyone wishes to discuss this matter further or has questions, please put them in 
writing to the offices or email deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Full Council details can be found on our website www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Telephone number 01793 771066, 

email address: deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  

We also hold Facebook and Twitter Accounts

On our website you can join up to receive regular updates which will keep you 
informed of matters happening in and around the village such as planning information, 
road closures etc. Please have a look at the site www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
and sign up today.

Purton & Green Gable Surgery PPG
Next PPG purchase

Our next purchase will be a 24-hour ECG Monitor. 
This can be used by the GPs to make a recording of heart activity in some patients 
over a 24-hour period as an aid to diagnosis and possible referral to cardiology 
services at the hospital.

Donations for the PPG

As you know we are currently unable to do any fundraising and we are looking at 
other, safe, ways of raising funds. We would like to thank those who have donated 
to our PPG funds – if you would like to make a donation to the PPG please make 
cheques payable to ‘Purton Patient Participation Group’, with the cheque being 
taken into the surgery. Please label your envelope: ‘For the attention of Kai Howard’. 

Thank you

All surgery staff have been working under very different and stressful circumstances 
over what has been an extremely busy period. We’re sure you will all join us in 



Page 11

12
/2

1

M Lawrence
Elecrical Contractor
12 Church Path, Purton
• Domestic re-wire
• Wiring for extensions
• Electric storage heating
• Extra sockets and lights
• Security lighting

Tel: 771084  Mobile: 07743 128222

 
Broad Town, Wootton Bassett and Dauntsey 

Tel: 07946 895104  
Repair, service and sales : All makes and models 

Cylinder, rotary and ride on mowers : Strimmers 
Hedge cutters : Chain saws : Rotovators : Leaf blowers 
Petrol disc cutters : Tool repairs : Blade sharpening etc. 

 

Prompt efficient service : Collection and Delivery service available 
Email: info@goldboroughgardenmachinery.com 

www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com 
or find us on Facebook 
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Broad Town, Dauntsey and 
Royal Wootton Bassett

Tel: 07946 895104 
Repair, service and sales. 

All makes and models

Cylinder, rotary and ride on mowers, 
Strimmers, Hedge cutters, Chain 

saws, Rotovators, Leaf blowers, Petrol 
disc cutters, Tool repairs and Blade 

sharpening etc.

Prompt, efficient service. Collection 
and delivery service available

Email: 
info@goldboroughgardenmachinery.com
www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com

or find us on Facebook

Find me at Midge Hall Nurseries, Royal Wootton Bassett

Summer & Autumn Hanging 
Baskets made to order

Refill your own or new available 
Seasonal containers and pots, 

Range of seasonal bedding plants 
Christmas wreaths 

and workshops
Sally Brown: 07773 602162 

Email: 
basketcasesb@gmail.com

02
/2

2

thanking everyone for all they have done and continue to do. We do appreciate it.

As always, your support for our work to both inform and support patients and the 
practice is much appreciated. If you know of anyone who would like to be included 
in our email list (all sent bcc) then please ask them to contact via groupforpatients@
gmail.com

Serving patients in Purton, Cricklade & surrounding communities 
Sheila Fowler, Secretary, Purton PPG

Church Floodlighting
As you will know St Mary’s Church is now closed whilst work is being carried 
out on the Renewal scheme. We are hoping that the Church will open again in 
time for Easter 2021.

This means that there will be no floodlighting until further notice. If you would still like 
a loved one or special occasion remembered, please send a short dedication to Purton 
Magazine (contact details on page 4) for inclusion in the ‘We Record’ section.

Please contact Libbie 771018 if you need further explanation.
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Purton & District Age Concern
Fingers Crossed

I would expect that most people would wonder if their fingers will ever uncross 
when the time comes, that eternal optimism has a lifespan after all. There does seem 
to be positive thoughts going around and as long as we don’t get too many variants 
of the virus, then we should be able to control it.

Let’s look forward to an English Spring and be thankful for nature once more bringing 
colour and new life into our countryside, such an important time of the year.

We can’t help reflecting on what should have been happening in our calendar of 
events, and our Burns Night would have been the first event of the new year, always 
a fun evening which involves a lot of organising and hard work, but very satisfying 
once done.

We had a committee Zoom meeting on 2nd Feb, no agenda, it was nice to catch 
up with so many of the committee who it feels like we haven’t seen for ages and it 
was lovely to hear how many messages of thanks along with cards that we received 
regarding the Christmas vouchers that we sent out. Positive feedback makes it all 
worthwhile somehow.

Unfortunately I have had to accept a resignation from Sheila Price who for so 
many years has been a stalwart member of the committee, taking on roles such as 
Secretary in the past, who now feels she needs to concentrate her efforts as she 
puts it “to look after your President”. Sheila brought light to our meetings along 
with enthusiasm and will be sorely missed. She is still going to be available to help 
out at events. That’s in print now Sheila, no escape!

What we will need to address is how we can get some more committee members, 
and I know that this is something every committee suffers from, but we will need at 
least four new members to replace the worn out ones that feel that they have ‘done 
their stint’ as the saying goes. Please consider it, perhaps talk to me on 778119, and 
help us to bring continued events to the village.

On a serious note, I hope that you are as annoyed as we are that Lloyds chemist has 
stopped delivering prescriptions in the village. I have even seen advertisements on 
the television saying that they deliver to peoples’ homes, so why are they not?! Please 
contact them and make your feelings known, this is important. Thank goodness that 
Purton Outreach have stepped in and are doing what they can, thank you to them.

Keep well and safe, and get the vaccine as soon as it is available to you.

Useful Contacts

If you have a problem or need to speak to anyone about prescriptions, food shopping 
or any other topic then the contact numbers you should use, after you have talked 
to your street warden, are Peter Berry from Age Concern on 778119, Heather 
Ponting-Bather from Purton Outreach on 772954 or Debbie Lawrence, Clerk of the 
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Jane Reynolds MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Member of the

British Association of Foot Health Professionals
All your foot care needs

Corns, Callous, Nail Infections, Verrucae,
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Nail Cutting,
Cracked Heels and Foot Massage

Home Visits & Vouchers Available
Call Jane: 07903 210760 / 01793 330948

Call for all enquiries & Free Quotes
07792 917 924

DC Carpentry
All carpentry work undertaken

• Doors, windows & locks
• Household Repairs   • Skirting & Architrave

  • Internal Doors & Staircases
• Fascia, Soffit, Guttering & Cladding

  • Gates, Sheds, Pergolas, Decking and Fencing
  • Laminate Flooring & Wooden Flooring

  • General Maintenance & Building

Improve posture, flexibility, mobility and
strength with this unique exercise programme.

PURTON - Silver Threads Hall,
Thursdays 6.30pm & 7.45pm

Classes also held in Cricklade, Siddington, Cirencester.

Classes must be booked in advance as
numbers are limited.

Please contact Shauna Wheeldon on
01793 752353

or Email:  shauna.wheeldon@gmail.com

PILATES

170 Victoria Road, Swindon
Tel: 522797

and at:
252 Whitworth Road, Swindon

Tel: 522145
www.hillierfuneralservice.co.uk

24 Hour Personal Service

Casa Colina
Costa Blanca

A well-equipped detached villa
3 double bedrooms (sleeps 6)

Lovely communal pool
Beautiful beaches nearby

First class golf courses
Airports Alicante & Murcia ½ hr

£400 per week
Contact Caroline: 07799 217995

www.colinaholidayrentals.co.uk

WALL2WALL
D  e  c  o  r  a  t  i  n  g

L I M I T E D
Complete professional

interior/exterior decorating specialists

01793 435141
www.wall2walldecorating.co.uk

Wiltshire Business Awards
Finalists 2008 & 2009 Business Runner Up

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KEVIN WEST
Telephone: 01793 772552

Mobile: 07731 547995
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£450

170 Victoria Road, Swindon Tel: 522797
7 Lechlade Road, Highworth Tel: 764337

252 Whitworth Road, Swindon Tel: 522145

Peter Newson Ltd
Tel: (01793) 534303

electrical contractors
103 Broad Street, Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 2DT

www.peternewsonltd.com

p n

PROFESSIONAL CARPET,
UPHOLSTERY & OVEN CLEANING

Carpets • Suites • Rugs • Ovens
Stainguard • Odour & Insecticide Treatments

Independent Family Business
For a free quotation phone Phil Thomas

01793 771441 or 07966 100437
email  CarpetechCleaning@gmail.com

Floral Designs for all Occasions

Accountants and Tax Consultants
Partners: Paul Monk & Martin Butler
 Accounts Preparation
 Sole Trader & Partnerships
 Limited Companies
 Payroll Administration
 Book-keeping / VAT Returns
 Self Assessment Tax Returns
 Incorporation
 Sage Accountants Club Member
 Registered User Clearly Business®

Telephone: (01793) 642577
Fax: (01793) 487738

www.ekinsonline.co.uk

1 Cricklade Court,  SWINDON, Wiltshire, SN1 3EY

Flexible Hours to Suit YOU
Initial Meeting FREE of charge

*
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Do you have any land 
which may be suitable 

for development; 
gardens, old yards, 
fields or paddocks?

Ring 07770 760219 or Email: 
gsbricklaying@outlook.com

Land Wanted
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Mary New Music Tuition
LRAM/ARCM/CERT.ED

Piano Tuition, Prep, Test-Diploma-ABRSM 
and TCL for ages 6+ 

Aural/Theory/GCSE support
I’m able to accept enquiries for tuition in 

2021. Students require access to an acoustic 
piano. Please contact me to reserve a space.

Email: mary.new@btinternet.com 
Tel: 770630
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Parish Council, on 771066. Remember that Purton is a very special village and there 
is always somebody that can help and will help.

If You Need It!

Bobby Van - If you need the Bobby Van for replacement batteries or if your smoke 
alarms are not working properly then call them on 01380 861155. Please be aware 
that there might be restrictions in place at this time. If you are self-isolating and 
letting nobody enter your home then you will need to replace your smoke alarm 
yourself as they won’t leave one on the doorway. If they are called to replace one, 
then they have to do it. Please be aware.

Phoenix - Each month we will mention Phoenix, previously known as Bradies, as 
they will continue to cover the Purton area. This is a free transport service on your 
bus pass. You need to ring 01249 890794 to book with them. Remember if we don’t 
use it, we lose it!

Website - Visit our dedicated website www.purtonageconcern.com to find all the 
details you need about our contacts, events, news and links to other websites in the 
area. We also have a Facebook and Twitter account which can be found at Facebook: 
purtonageconcern and Twitter: @Purton_ AC Please visit our social media sites and 
let us know what you think.

We still have a couple of wheelchairs and some walkers, also crutches and walking 
sticks, so if you think you might need any of these at any time then ring me on 
778119.

Peter Berry

Cecilia Blake
The family have announced the death of Cecilia Mary Blake (née Harris) locally 
known as Wis. Wis died very peacefully at the age of 95 at Woodford, Cheshire. 
She was the beloved wife of Leslie (deceased), much loved mother of Claudia 
(deceased) and Mary, mother in law of Robert and Nigel and a loved grandmother 
and great grandmother. Wis had spent many years living in Purton and Mary plans 
to write about her for a future magazine. Because of the many restrictions, Wis will 
be cremated in Stockport and her ashes will be placed in Leslie's plot in Purton 
Cemetery at a later date.

We Record …
Burial at Purton Cemetery

21 Jan 2021 Josephine Kathleen Morrissey (80)

In memoriam

In memory of Bob Totterdell 1941-2009  who died on  March 19. Loved and 
missed always by Jean, his sons Mark and Simon and his daughter Rebecca. This 
year would have been his 80th birthday.
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Eric Collier
Sadly Eric Collier of Witts Lane passed away peacefully at home on the 26th of 
January after a long battle with Parkinson’s Disease and Dementia.

Eric and Dorothy moved to Purton in the summer of 1959, Eric was a Coppersmith 
in the railway, Dororthy a nurse from Stroud, so Purton was an ideal location to 
settle down in, with Purton Station open and cars few and far between back then.

They bought Shell Cottage in Witts Lane; two up, two down with an outside privy, 
and after the dreadful winter of 1963 they had raised enough to build the first of 
two extensions with an indoor bathroom and an extra bedroom, luxury! Eric built 
the extension himself with a little help from his father, amazing how he could turn 
his hand to anything of a practical nature, carpentry, brick laying, electrical work, he 
could do the lot to a really high standard without really thinking about it.

After his days in the railways where he completed his Apprenticeship, Eric went 
to IMI Dreh, in Barnfield Road, turning his skills to making Desalination Plants for 
the oil rigs. He was sent to work abroad to Norway and the Emirates on a few 
occasions to install them, which then paid for the new kitchen at the back of the 
house, again he built it himself.

Eric was well known in the village for his prowess in the skittle alley and the darts 
board, he took a few famous names down, including world champion Bob Anderson. 
I don’t think many people knew this but his real forte was as a Cycle Racer. During 
his national service in the RAF he won countless road and track races on a fixed 
speed bike, supplying the family and relations with numerous clocks, canteens of 
cutlery and various prizes of the day.  He was also a member of Swindon Road 
Club and am sure that if there was such a thing as a professional set up in his day he 
would have made a go of it. Eric helped a few of the local lads through their cycling 
proficiency tests and gave his racing bikes away. He also helped with the Purton 
Youth Club.

In later years Eric gave up the darts and skittles and turned his hand to golf and 
crib. He was a founder member of Wragg Barn and was the winner of many senior 
competitions, another example of him turning his hand to something, picking it up 
immediately and being very good at it; a natural.

Eric and Dorothy loved their holidays in the Greek Islands and Turkey, and were on 
the first flight to Zakynthos often going with their daughter and family. There are 
some great photos of Erica and Dorothy and grandson Liam during his early years, 
carefree days in the sun.

The most enduring memory of Eric the family and friends will have, and the most 
poignant, is the totally gentle nature of the man, his sense of humour and you never 
heard him swear or say a bad word about anybody. He was so modest about his 
many achievements. He will be greatly missed as a member of the village and by his 
family and friends. Tim Collier
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Betty’s Birthday
On 9th February Betty Dix of Norbury Court celebrated 
her 100th birthday. Unfortunately, due to the current Covid 
lockdown Betty’s family and friends couldn’t hold the party they 
had planned.

Betty was born in Pontycmmr, South Wales in 1921, one of four 
girls. She married Merlyn Dix (affectionately known as ‘Dixie’) 
on 8th feb 1941. Dixie sadly passed away in 1994. Together they 
had three children; John, Steve, and Hilary, who have given Betty 
and Merlyn six grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. Although originally from 
South Wales, Betty lived in Oxford, Swindon, Immington (Grimsby) and finally 
Norbury Court in Purton, where she has lived for the past 21 years.

After a message about Betty’s birthday went onto a village social media page, the 
response from Purton people was amazing, and all from a simple idea via a post on 
Spotted in Purton.

It was terrific that people from this wonderful community could come together 
and make this lady’s day extra special. Her landing was decorated the night before 
and all the cards and gifts were displayed ready for her to see in the morning which 
was a complete surprise! More cards continued to arrive during the day and Betty 
was quite overwhelmed and emotional from the thoughts and wishes from people.

Cards came from everywhere in Purton including from Playclose and Peardrops 
preschools, a childminding group and Year 3 at St Mary’s school. Betty especially 
loved and appreciated the cards made by the children. Pride of place of course, was 
the special 100th birthday card from the Queen.

Many friends from Norbury Court came to wish Betty a happy birthday armed with 
cards, gifts and flowers. She spent the rest of the day with her family support bubble 
and really had a lovely day.

Lesley Mason
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KV Accountancy
Accountancy, Book-Keeping & Payroll Services

 Accounts Preparation
 Payroll
 Book-Keeping
 VAT Returns
 Self-Assessment Tax Returns
 Small Company Formation
 Business Start up
 CIS
 Flexible hours to suit your business

Initial Meeting FREE of charge

Unit F01, Manor House Enterprise Centre,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 7HH

karen@kvaccountancy.co.uk
Tel: 01793 238477

Mob: 07584 260048
www.kvaccountancy.co.uk

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw
Wootton Bassett
Wilts SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277

Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations No job too small No call out fee

 Commercial & Domestic Plumbing  Property Maintenance
 Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation  Heating Maintenance
 Paint & Decorating

Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk

PURTON WAR MEMORIAL
AND VILLAGE CENTRE

Community Hall
Recreation Ground

Small Function Room
(available October to March)

For further information and bookings:
Telephone 772646

To Advertise in this space
telephone 01793 770648

⅛ page   £100
¼ page   £200
½ page £400

other rates available on application
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Red House Club
Smart, comfortable surroundings 

with good beer and good company
Why not join? 

Quiz nights every Sunday at 8pm. 
Open all day Saturdays and Sundays. 

Outside bench seating.
www.redhouseclubpurton.co.uk

When we re-open 
Why not come for a drink 
in our new Beer Garden?
Check our facebook page 
Red House Club Purton 
for the latest updates

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

01793 772954mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

Heather Ponting-Bather

01793 772954
mail@intouchpurton.co.uk

2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

01793 772954
heather@intouchpurton.co.uk

2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

Heather Ponting-Bather
BA (Hons) Graphic Design

01793 772954 heather@intouchpurton.co.uk
facebook.com/InTouchDesignAndPrint

2 College Road, Purton SN5 4AR (meetings by appointment)

Have you picked up your paintbrush or sketch book during 
lockdown? I’m now taking orders for prints and greetings 
cards, to sell or send to family and friends. Contact me to 
find out more, no minimum order required.

Whatever your design and print needs, get InTouch.

Proud to support Purton FC 
during the 2020/21 season. 

Come on you Reds!

M. LAWRENCE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

17 Vasterne Close, Purton
 Domestic Rewire
 Wiring for Extensions
 Electric Storage Heating
 Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting

Tel: 771084
Mobile: 07743 128222

Matthew Scott NCH
Garden & Landscape Services

Including Fencing, Decking,
Patios & Walling

Pruning,
Clearance & Turfing

Free Quotations,  All Jobs Considered
Mobile:  07909 671501
Tel/Fax:  01793 772986

RODENTS WASPS

FLIES ANTS

N.W.D.S. PEST CONTROL
Mobile: 07932 119999
Office: 01793 770807

PURTON CLUB
NON MEMBERS WELCOME

Live Sport & Music
Families Welcome

Open Hours:
Tues   7 - 12

Wed & Thurs  5 -12
Fri  3 - 12

Sat & Sun   All Day
FREE FUNCTION ROOM HIRE

For Parties, Weddings, Funerals

DISCO HIRE £75
Catering Available

Come Join Us!

01793 770316
07887724399

Foot Health Professional
Catherine Clark, BSc (Hons)

MCFHP, MAFHP
Treatment of hard skin, corns, fungal nails,
thickened and ingrown nails plus routine
toe nail cutting and filing in the comfort of

your own home
NOW AVAILABLE IN PURTON

01793 936845 / 07741 457860
or visit www.highworthfootcare.com

for more information

FRAN BREWER
Mobile Service covering the Purton Area
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It’s easier than 
ever to find a local 
business and click 

straight through 
to its website 

or social media 
page for more 

information.
Visit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Telephone, Swindon
772172

Flowers for all
occasions

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL

Available for Hire

For further information and bookings

TELEPHONE  772646

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk

www.boothandson.com12
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Ten Years Ago...
It comes round only once in ten years (making General 
Elections look like London buses) but Purton Magazine 
in March 2011 was looking forward to the Census at the 
end of the month. Four months earlier we were told it 
was useful for stacking supermarket shelves, but this time 
it was claimed that it helped the banks to decide where 
to locate their branches. That’s as maybe, but ten years 
on all the banks seem to do is to shut them again.

Is Purton Scottish? I ask because there were reports 
of two Burns Night celebrations. The grander was 
organised by Purton Age Concern, attended by a hundred folk. Meanwhile the 
Brownies, preparing for the WAGGGS conference in Scotland were making highland 
cow foam magnets (what are they?) before launching into their haggis.

The A-Z of Purton reached the letter G so it had a paragraph on petrol prices 
(via the tenuous link of “Gallon”). It reported that local prices were £1.32 a litre – 
that’s cheering to know that something has come down in price, even if we can’t 
go anywhere. It also concerned itself with a four-legged gosling; born in 1906 it’s 
probably now gone to the pot.

Wiltshire Council was considering closing the library but Purton rallied round to 
save it.  Finally, there was a Stop Press. Bristol Diocese had given approval for St. 
Mary’s to recruit a new vicar and now we all look forward to the time when the 
church alterations are complete and it can thrive again.

45p

Flowering Currant - March 2010photo: Rick Dixon

March 2011

Purton Tennis Club
With spring approaching we are really hopeful that tennis will be starting again 
very soon. All sporting facilities have had to close during the lockdown, but coaches 
are ready to take us through our paces and the ‘league’ are sending out fixtures in 
readiness for matches to be played this summer. So, fingers crossed!

Tennis is a great game that can be enjoyed by people of all ages, and can be played 
whilst socially distancing. We have 4 all weather courts, 2 of which have flood lights, 
at our club next to the Red House in Church Street, Purton. The LTA is promoting 
‘pay and play’ through Clubspark at the moment, which is a starting point for people 
trying tennis for the first time. If this interests you then please get in touch, either 
call me 01793 77146 or take a look at our website for updates: www.purtontennis.
com

Janet Saunders (secretary) janetcsaunders@gmail.com
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Trees For Purton
I’m sure that many of you are already aware, but for those of you that aren’t, BBC’s 
Countryfile recently launched an initiative to get more trees planted throughout 
the UK. This has been planned in cooperation with The Woodland Trust. The idea of 
this is to make more facilities for wildlife and also to reduce the carbon footprint 
in the areas planted.

With this in mind, I thought it might be something we could get involved in for 
Purton. I’ve contacted Purton Parish Council and they are agreeable to such a 
scheme. There is, I believe, some community money available which we may have 
access to for purchasing some trees. The Woodland Trust are offering free trees and 
hedging for communities where the public can have access to the new woodland. 
There is also a thought that, using the community grant, we could offer free trees to 
householders to plant in their gardens.

My wife Sue and I have started a group to progress with a tree planting scheme. 
We have a few people interested but we need more. If you would be interested 
in getting involved in any way, please contact us via the e-mail link below. We will 
eventually need tree planters and people to help organise the scheme.

The other thing we will need, of course, is land. If anybody has, or knows of, some 
land that might be suitable, ideally with public access, or if there are any farmers 
with available land, we would love to hear from you. The trees and hedging, selected 
with the help of The Woodland Trust, would be of suitable sizes and types for the 
areas available.

Obviously, anything we can do around the village that will benefit the wildlife and 
help reduce the effects of climate change has got to be a good thing. Hope it interests 
some of you.

Tony Richardson, email: tonysuerichardson@gmail.com

An evacuee in Purton
In the Purton Magazine December 2020 there was an article written about Jean 
Charman, formerly Jean Gilbert, who was an evacuee here in Purton from 1938 to 
1947. Jean asked if anyone remembered her and so far we have had two responses 
from Purtonians.

One, Diana, now lives at Sherston, used to live along Hyde Lane in Kingsacre. She 
remembers many people from school days and from singing in the church choir. 
Diana also remembered that there were other evacuees billeted in Purton, with 
the Webbers in the High Street, opposite The Angel, and others lived up in Pavenhill.

Another lady, Margaret, was a sister of a friend mentioned by Jean in her original 
letter. If any of these ladies would like to get in touch with each other I will pass on 
contact details. 

Libbie: 771018
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Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
There was a good attendance at our first meeting of the new year which
began with a brief AGM when Moira White, our chairperson, presented a
review of the previous year’s activities.
 On behalf of members, Moira expressed grateful thanks to David Herbert and Laura
Comley who have now resigned from the committee after many years service.
The business side of the AGM completed, Moira introduced our speaker, Alan Holland,
who had joined us to speak on the subject of TWIGS, based at Manor Garden Centre,
Cheney Manor, Swindon.
 He began by explaining that TWIGS (Therapeutic Work in Gardening in Swindon)
was formed in 1997 by a local lady who realised the benefits that working with nature
could bring to people experiencing mental health problems including depression,
anxiety, schizophrenia and personality disorders.
 Part funded by Swindon Borough Council, Zurich and the Community Trust,
additional income for TWIGS is generated from sales (plants and crafts), donations and
earned income from contracts, whilst ‘Friends of TWIGS, their volunteer led fundraising
arm,  brings in approximately £30,000 per annum by way of the Olive Tree Café in the
garden centre.
 We learned that a team of paid staff (1 full time, 5 part-time) and 27 independent
volunteers support the 80-100 service users currently registered.
 Alan explained that the aim of TWIGS is to give people with mental health issues
the chance to regain confidence and self-esteem and to learn new skills in a safe
environment, so acting as a stepping stone to recovery, further education or work.
This is achieved via the wealth of resources available including a large garden site,
nursery area, craft studio, kitchen, café and organic allotment site.
 A ‘Wildlife garden’, the ‘Potager garden’,  the ‘Physic garden’ and the ‘Path of Life
garden’ are among eleven themed gardens open to the public from 10.00-3.30pm
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The ‘Path of life’ garden features a serpentine path
running through a garden planted using colour, texture and habit which reflects and
evokes a mood.  This symbolises the journey that people have to make from crisis to
recovery.
 The obvious benefits of working with nature were highlighted, on the video Alan
showed as part of his presentation, with one service user saying ‘While I’m working in
the garden, the garden is working on me’ and another enthusiastically stating ‘This is
a little bit of heaven on earth’.
 To conclude, Alan highlighted the positive soft outcomes for clients. These include
social interaction, motivation, creativity, concentration and communication skills whilst
hard outcomes result in paid employment, voluntary work, supported work, practical
skills and certificated training.
 Pete Berry offered a vote of thanks to Alan for his professional presentation offering
us such an informative background to TWIGS and what it means to the community.
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 28 March at 7.30pm in Silver Threads Hall
when our speaker will be Dr Keith Ferguson who will be entertaining us with a talk
entitled  ‘Flowers, Flamboyant to Demure’.  The competition will be ‘5 Daffodils’. New
members and visitors may be assured of warm welcome.

MARGARET GOODALL, Secretary, 770906

Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
Having just started to cancel speakers booked for this year and 
lamenting the wetness of our allotment, preventing any activity there 
for the time being, my spirits were raised when Steve announced that 
he’d seen a Blue Tit flying in and out of the nesting box at the rear of the garden 
shed.

This was all the more pleasing given that last year was the first time Blue Tits 
produced a brood of chicks in said nesting box which had been in situ for a number 
of years.

In fact the nesting pair kept us highly entertained throughout the first lockdown and 
we were fortunate to see them fly the nest.

Could we be lucky enough for a repeat performance? We learned last year that they 
usually start seeking out nesting real estate as early as January with the hope of 
nesting by the end of March. This allows them to synchronise breeding so that the 
hatching of their chicks coincides with peak food availability – the tiny caterpillars 
that have also hatched to feed on fresh tree leaves.

So this all seems promising and we will be keeping an eye out for more activity in 
the coming weeks. 

With the wind howling outside and spare time aplenty I thought time for another 
quiz to help us pass the time. So on this occasion and following on from my earlier 
text, the answers to all the clues are BIRDS, both common and exotic.

So here goes:

1. Boxing practice before line (7)
2. What the ugly duckling became (4)
3. New Zealander’s agnomen (4)
4. Regal fish catcher (10)
5. Biscuit bird (7)
6. 100 plus move with oars perhaps 

(4)
7. Dead as a .....!  (4)
8. Pudding after short magazine (6)
9. Neither ‘him’ nor ‘off ’ (5)
10. Found in Sherwood Forest 

perhaps! (5)
11. US symbol (5)
12. Athletic circuit with flying 

appendage (7)
13. Bee’s sound before thick paper less 

100 (9)
14. Flag type decorations (7)

15. Not completely a raised section (9)
16. Bird of Peace (4).
17. Fungal throat infection (6)
18. Berkeley Square songster (11)
19. Pantomime “Mother” (5)
20. Hens costing one pound and one 

shilling (6,4)
21. Welcome rearranged (5)
22. Middle Eastern state at Christmas 

(6)
23. 18 carat organ of sight (9)
24. Complain (6)
25. Arthur’s magician (6)
26. Ants Heap (8)
27. Baby deliverer (5)
28. Shrink back in fear (5)
29. Environmentally friendly animal’s 

shin (10)
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Cotswold Tree Surgeons
Qualified tree care specialists.   Established in 1979

For the best in tree care
• Pruning  • Hedges  • Planting Schemes  • Care of veteran trees

• Dangerous trees removed  • Advice and surveys  • Maintenance contracts
• Domestic tree work  • All our wood chip is recycled

Tel Keith Mills 01793 771742     www.cotswoldtreesurgeons.co.uk

WHO can you trust to fix your washing machine quickly?

D&M SERVICES
Established 1975

 42 years experience
 Small family business
 Same day - next day service
 Free telephone quotations
 All work guaranteed

DIY Parts Service

SWINDON 01793 613079
121 Upham Road, Old Walcot, Swindon SN3 1DP

Repairs & Servicing to all
leading makes of
Washing Machines &
Tumble Driers including
Hoover, Hotpoint

Full range of Hotpoint/Bosch washing
machines at Superstore Prices.

Free delivery, installation &
removal of old machine.

Call Now to compare our Prices

No VAT

• Cirencester  • T
etbury

• Faringdon  • Swindon

• Purton  • Cricklade

• Malmesbury  • Marlborough

HOTPOINT

Greg & Vicki would like to welcome you to

The Bell Inn
Purton Stoke

Serving food:
Tues - Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm

Sunday 12-3pm
Bank Holiday Mondays 12-2pm

01793 770434    www.bellinnpurtonstoke.com

8 Station Road, Purton
COMPTON WELDING   est. 1969

STEEL FABRICATIONS
GATES & RAILINGS
JULIETTE BALCONIES

WROUGHT IRONWORK
FIRE ESCAPES
SITE WELDING ETC.

TEL (01793) 770742

email: info@comptonwelding.co.uk
www.comptonwelding.co.uk
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Repairs and servicing 
to all leading makes 
of washing machines, 
including: Hoover, 
Hotpoint & Bosch

Full range of Siemens/Bosch 
machines at superstore prices. 

Including delivery, installation 
and removal of old machines. 

Call now to compare our prices

Siemens

05
/2

1

553065

S General Plumbing
S Boiler servicing and replacements

S Full Central heating
S Upgrades 

S System maintenance
S Power flushing

( 07810 488827  Based in Purton
✉ darran@dsplumbingheating.co.uk
 facebook.com/ 
 DSPlumbingHeating
: www.dsplumbingheating.co.uk
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CRICKLADE SCHOOL OF MOTORING
KEITH WALKER

Dept. of Transport Approved
Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction
Holder of Diploma In Advanced Instruction
(Class 1 - Gold)
Learner and Advanced Tuition
Purton and surrounding areas
Theory Test Training

EST 1977

TEL: 751368
and 709883

Over 2,000 passes

www.crickladeschoolofmotoring.co.uk

ASPEN FENCING SERVICES
We produce a complete range of quality,

affordable fencing solutions, tailored to your
individual size and style requirements

Fencing • Gates • Sheds • Pergolas • Decking

Tel: (01793) 778180

THE GARAGE DOOR
SPECIALIST

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE
Office - 01793 327018
Mobile - 07884 192523

www.garagedoorspecialist.co.uk

•SPARES •REPAIRS
•SERVICE •REPLACEMENT

WE WILL BEAT ANY
WRITTEN QUOTATION

Do you need your dog walking?
If so contact me ‘Jenny Kinnett’ to discuss

what services I can offer you. They include:
Up to one hour’s dog walking per session
Variety of exciting walks
Doggie cuddles

For further information contact facebook page ‘Purton Paws’.
Phone: 01793 772394  Mobile: 07876 598569

Email: jennykinnett@gmail.com

Purton
Paws

S. A. HILES
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

From a dripping tap
to a new bathroom suite.

From a new boiler
to a central heating system.

OFFICE: 01793 680263    MOBILE: 07771 922070
EMAIL:  sahilesplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Reg. 37954

Tel: 01793 
709883
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Answers on Page 48

Information for members

With spring around the corner and planting time looming, we are grateful to John 
Lawrence who has recently joined the Suttons Seeds (Group) Scheme and has kindly 
invited each member of Gardeners’ Guild to enjoy the full benefits of the scheme.

Benefits include generous discounts: 50% off seeds; 15% off plants (in various forms) 
and other horticultural products in the Suttons catalogue.

For each order there is a standard postal charge: £2.99 on seed only, £4.99 on other 
products, £6.99 on both seed and other products ordered jointly. Each member 
using the scheme is treated individually and delivery is direct to one’s door.

Procedure

Online at (www.suttons.co.uk) an offer code has to be applied before a ‘basket’ is 
converted to an order. Discount is then calculated so one can see the actual cost 
without postage before the payment procedure takes place. 

If you would like to take advantage of the benefits of the scheme please contact 
either Moira White Tel. 771656 or myself on Tel. 770906 and we can provide you 
with the Order code.

We do have some paper catalogues and order forms available if you would like one. 
John found the paper catalogue very handy before getting further information from 
the online catalogue.

As I write, the outside temperature is a biting -6 degrees factoring in the wind 
chill. By the time the March magazine is in circulation here’s hoping for a rise in 
temperatures along with some degree of relaxation of the current Covid regulations 
so that we can welcome spring with positivity. Stay safe.

Margaret Goodall (Secretary 770906)

30. Aphrodisiac shellfish trapper (13)
31. Fast (5) 
32. Bird of wife who ‘followed the van’ 

(6)
33. Hard fruit – emerge from egg (8)
34. Bad-tempered William (9)
35. Candle fat & flight organ (7)
36. Take Elizabeth Regina from wild 

berry circle (9)
37. Long pile (4)
38. May be tied! (4)
39. Expensive head adornment (9)

40. Pass food into stomach (7) 
41. Type of nut around lithium (7)
42. Fishing tool follows backward old 

horse (6) 
43. Put boulder on its other side (9) 
44. Dark hat (8)
45. Decay after standard golf score (6) .
46. Not out after blow (6).
47. Circular pleated collar (4) 
48. Fee for shaver (9)
49. Spanish Islands in the Atlantic (6) 
50. Loud 2.24cm (5)
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Purton Historical Society
Future Programme – All meetings on Zoom

Thursday 25th March at 7.30pm, Society AGM followed by St Mary’s 
Church Renewal Project at 8.00pm with David Nettleton & Paul Dempsey - 
visitors very welcome at 8.00 p.m. for the talk

Synopsis from David – St Mary’s Church was delighted to be asked to give a short 
presentation on the renewal of the Church building at the AGM of the Purton 
Historical Society. The talk will explain why the work is being carried out – to 
achieve a sensitive enhancement of this beautiful building to help serve and inspire 
the people of Purton. There will be an overview of the history of the project to-
date, including the results of heritage studies to identify and minimise the impact 
of the renewal on historically significant aspects of the building. The maintenance 
work and enhancements delivered by the renewal will be described and information 
given about the cost and fundraising necessary to complete this major work. Photos 
will be shown of the renewal of the building. There will be an opportunity to ask 
questions after the talk. 

Saturday, 10th April at 10.00am, Proposed Museum Re-opening
Thursday 22nd April at 7.30pm, St Helena and its Airport with Howard Smith
Some of you may have seen the Royal Mail Ship “St Helena” sailing in or out of 
Weymouth harbour in the past but how many wondered where it was going to 
and why such a ship was still in service? On Thursday April 22nd Howard Smith will 
answer these questions when he will talk on “St Helena and its airport”. Yes the RMS 
St Helena was a vital lifeline to the British Overseas Territory of St Helena because, 
until 2017, this volcanic island had no airport. Howard – a chartered civil engineer 
– had been involved in the airport project for 10 years until his retirement, will give 
a quick overview of the island and describe the construction of the airport and the 
challenges it posed for all involved.

Thursday 27th May, Lochs and Legends with Jacky Parker
If you are interested in joining the Zoom Meetings, please email Jim Mosley on 
j.mosley1@btinternet.com Visitors and new members are always welcome.

Marion Hobbs, Chairman Tel: 01793 770185
Email: roy.marion@btinternet.com www.purtonmuseumandhistoricalsociety.com

Society Subscriptions For 2021

Membership subscriptions for 2021 are now due, at the same rate, £15, as last year. 
They can be paid in cash, or by cheque made payable to “Purton Historical Society”, 
and sent to Jim Mosley at 1 Jewels Ash, Purton, SN5 4DW. Alternatively, payment by 
bank transfer is possible; the account details are:

Account name:  Purton Historical Society
Account number:  00662136 Sort code: 30-98-41
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If paying by bank transfer, please record your name in the reference field on the 
payment authorisation. Similarly, if paying by cash, please include a note of your 
name. The Committee would be very grateful if existing members could renew their 
membership as soon as possible.

New members are very welcome; please include a note of your postal and email 
addresses with your payment, or, if paying by bank transfer, please email Jim Mosley 
at J.Mosley1@btinternet.com with that information.

Jim Mosley, PHS Treasurer

PHS January talk on canals

On the 28th January, at least 30 members zoomed onto the internet to see Steve 
Bacon’s illustrated talk on the restoration of our local canal in Royal Wootton 
Bassett – part of the Wilts & Berks Canal System.

On his retirement Steve and his wife Heather planned to research and restore 
some of the disused canal “in their back Garden.” We were shown pictures of many 
muddy working parties digging out the collapsed banks and waterways.

The Canal system has been immensely important in our social history – slowly 
transporting huge loads of coal, food etc, which the roads were too bad to do. 
However, on the coming of the railways around 1900 they became less used and by 
1914 were abandoned and became”stinking ditches”.

However, with the enthusiasm and energy of amateurs they have renovated many 
areas of the local canal network so we can enjoy walking the towpaths, boating, 
fishing. They have also become havens for wildlife and flowers.

(A new area for us to explore when we are out on our pandemic walks perhaps?)

Steve and his wife are both members of the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust and the 
Duchess of Cornwall is also an enthusiastic local patron. A look at the website will 
give some idea of their achievements. A smashing talk and a splendid example of 
what energetic local amateurs can achieve to benefit us all.

Jill Watts, Purton Historical Society

Pandemicoma
The poem overleaf was written by a good friend of mine who used to live here in 
Purton but now lives in Arizona. She was a nurse before she retired and worked at 
the old Princess Margaret’s Hospital in Swindon, often in the A & E dept. As you can 
imagine she has been very empathetic towards the plight of our NHS staff during 
this pandemic. She now writes novels (and poetry!) has found it difficult during 
lockdown to feel inspired. So she wrote her poem last October when she was 
feeling both the plight of medical staff and the loss of her ability to write.

Wendy Johnson
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chartered accountants, business advisers and more…

www.morrisowen.com

Chartered accountants 
Business advisers 
Chartered tax advisers 
Independent nancial advisers

Find out what makes  
Morris Owen more  
than just accountants

Contact Jenna Wheeler on 

01793 603900 or email 

jenna.wheeler@morrisowen.com

Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity of  
non-contentious probate in England and Wales by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales.   

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered with the Chartered Institute of Taxation  
as a rm of chartered tax advisers.
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o Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service
(eg landlord inspection reports).

o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered
by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.

o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.
o Home Automation Systems - Turn on your lights

or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –

Save up to 10% of your electricity bill
o Telecommunications and Data Networks.

Tel: (01793) 771167
Mobile: 07795 832087

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk
Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural
and Equine Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998
www.themaharajah.co.uk

Email: khalique@themaharajah.co.uk

6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire SN5 4AA

Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

ROYAL GEORGE

27 Pavenhill, Purton  Tel: 01793 978 180
email: info@royalgeorgepurton.co.uk

Food:
Mon - Sat     12 - 3pm
             and 6 - 9pm

Sundays  3 - 5pm  bookings only

Pub Quiz:  Every Sunday at 7.30pm
Bottle Draw every Monday - 9.30pm
Poker Night every Tuesday - 8.30pm
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t 01793 853849
e info@handwprint.co.uk

FOLDERS • LEAFLETS • DESKPADS
FLYERS • COMPLIMENT SLIPS

LETTERHEADS • LABELS • BOOKS
BUSINESS CARDS • POSTERS
ENVELOPES • BROCHURES
BOOKLETS • CALENDARS

and now...
BANNERS & ROLLER BANNERS

T-SHIRTS & MUGS COMING SOON!

WEBSHOP COMING SOON!
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Pandemicoma

JJH, October 5, 2020

Where did you go?
I know you’re still around

somewhere.

Blink once if you’re there.

Did your words stop?
I must try and find them

somehow.

Squeeze my hand if you understand.

Do thoughts vanish?
I wonder if you’re dreaming

something.

Just nod if you can hear me.

Is hearing the last thing to go?
I need to believe you’re still

someone

somewhere saying poetry.

Mini crossword
Here is the fifth in our little series of mini crosswords that are only designed to be a 
bit of fun during these days of lockdown. Again there are no prizes but the answers 
to February’s puzzle are 1) community  2) washing  3) swagger  4) removals  5) 
noting  6) agree. This month’s clues are

1. (across) Hoggs Lane chapel (9)

2. (across) Distribute (7)

3. (across) Red, brown or cheeky (5)

4. (down) Fabricating steel (7)

5. (down) Mediterranean ingredient 
(6)

6. (down) Surface graze (7)

Answers in the April issue and if any 
reader would like to create their own 
mini crossword we would be delighted 
to include it in a future publication. 
Just to keep things consistent for the 
moment there should only be three 
words across and three down each with a maximum of 9 letters. As before we have 
taken many of the words from recent Purton Magazines and especially from the 
advertisements but, of course, dictionaries provide many more options.   We aim 
for the clues to have a spread of difficulty to attract readers initially with the easier 
clues.

Shapes of empty boxes within an 11 x 11 box square, perhaps as a table in Word or 
in Excel software – or simply hand drawn and we will do the rest – contact details 
are on page 4 and on our website www.purtonmagazine.co.uk

4

1 5 6

2

3
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Purton Village Diary - March 2021
1 M St David’s Day
7 Su 10.30am St Mary’s Church Family Service on Zoom
14 Su 9.45am Messy Church
  10.30am St Mary’s Church Family Communion for Mothering Sunday 

on Zoom
17 W St Patrick’s Day
20 Sa Spring Equinox
21 Su 9.45am United Junior Church
  10.30am St Mary’s Church Sunday Service on Zoom
28 Su 9.45am Messy Church
  10.30am Palm Sunday Communion on Zoom
  British Summertime begins

The St Mary’s online 10.30am church services will continue weekly using Zoom 
until further notice.

How to join in the 10.30am Services

To Join the Zoom Meeting - please use this link
https://zoom.us/j/549593510 (This will be the same link each week)
Meeting ID: 549 593 510 Passcode: 928294

You can use your mobile or landline

EITHER 0203 481 5237 United Kingdom
OR 0203 481 5240 United Kingdom

Then you will be prompted to enter the Meeting ID: 549 593 510
followed by # Passcode: 928294 followed by #. 

Please note that call charges may apply.

Alternatively, click on the link on the church website: www.stmaryspurton.org.uk

Purton Methodist Church services: Revd David Perkins records a weekly Sunday 
Service of Worship which can be accessed on You Tube at any time: www.youtube.
com/channel/UCYZpw6oX_1ef-68tycPGT3Q?

DISCLAIMER
Contributions to Purton Magazine are welcome for consideration, the contributor’s name and 
address must be supplied (but may be withheld on request). Copyright must be agreed for 
publication in this magazine - especially those recognisable in photographs. Opinions expressed 
in the Magazine are solely those of the respective contributors. Contributions are to be written 
concisely and we reserve the right to edit contributions and advertisements. Submissions 
received after the copy deadline will only be included at the editors’ discretion and if space 
allows. Articles and information relating to the Parish of Purton and relevant to its residents, 
will be given priority. Advertising is accepted in good faith and does not imply the Magazine’s 
endorsement of the product or service.
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Every week

 M 7.00pm to 8.00pm Purton Village Voices choir practice at the Red 
House Skittle Alley (term time)

 Tu 9.00am  to 11am Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
  12 noon  Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
  7.30pm  Bridge Club at the Red House
 W 10.00am  to 12 noon Coffee and chat at Silver Threads Hall
  2.00pm  to 5.00pm Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)
  6.15pm  Purton Youth Club for school years 4-7 at Purton Village Hall
 Th  12 noon  Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
  2.00pm  to 3pm Age Concern T’ai Chi at Millennium Hall (term time)
  2.20pm  Pram Service for pre-school children at Purton Methodist 

Church (term time)
 F  10.00am  to 11.30am Tea, cofee and cake at The Cedars
 Sa  10.00am  to 12.30pm Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)

Every month

1st Wednesday  10.00am Story Time at Purton Library for pre-school children
2nd Wednesday  (except Aug) 2.30pm Methodist Women’s Fellowship at Purton 

Methodist Church
2nd & 4th Tuesday  10.00am Purton Probus meet in the Red House lounge
2nd & 4th Tuesday  Purton Silver Threads meet at the Silver Threads Hall, 

suspended until further notice
3rd Monday  St Mary’s Fellowship of Women at Purton Methodist Church
3rd Tuesday  Royal British Legion meet at the Red House
3rd Wednesday  2.15pm Rhyme Time at Purton Library for babies, toddlers and 

their carers
7.30pm   Purton Evening WI meet at the Silver Threads Hall
4th Thursday  (September to May) Purton Historical Society meet at 7.30pm 

in Purton Village Hall.
If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages, contact 
Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton, Tel: 772954 
or email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

Purton Village Diary - when life returns to normal

Purton Magazine is available to buy at; One Stop, Purton 
Farm Shop, Dora’s Dairy, Shear Success and the Co-op. 
We deliver to over 800 homes each month through our 
network of volunteers. To become a distributor, or a Magazine 
subscriber, contact Sandra Horsnall, tel: 01793 770157 or 
email: distribution@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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St Marys Primary School
As we approach the half term break, I must thank all the tremendous staff at St 
Mary’s School, who are continuing to keep the school open for some key worker 
children, whilst providing work and support for those who are learning from home. 
Twice daily Zoom sessions are the norm now! In true St Mary’s style, we are all 
pulling together and our families are truly “Shining Brightly”.

I would also like to thank the local community who have supported us recently. 
We have taken delivery of lots of unwanted laptops which have been reconditioned 
and handed out to those children who do not have such technology at home. 
Several people have also kindly given us sizable monetary donations to purchase IT 
equipment. We really cannot thank you all enough for the kindness you have shown. 
Your generosity has enabled us to provide the means to allow all of our children the 
opportunity to access home learning and thereby reduce digital poverty amongst 
our families.

To reflect our work with children from families where ‘English is an additional 
language’ (EAL), our website banner now has our #shiningbrightly ethos message 
translated into all twenty languages spoken by our St. Mary's community.

Whilst the school is closed to most children at the moment (except those from 
key worker families and other specific groups), this week we have been pleased to 
invite parents and children to pop by the school and exchange their ‘home learning’ 
reading books from tables set up outside by the school hall. Every child’s book 
was in a named bag for safe and easy collection – and they each had an extra little 
surprise from their class teachers in there too!

Tuesday 9 February was Safer Internet Day and all the St Mary's children, adults 
and parents were busy all week exploring how to keep themselves and others 
safe online. The theme of this year’s Safer Internet Day encouraged children to 



Page 31

think about how reliable the online 
world is and they created posters 
to show that we mustn't accept that 
everything you read and see online is 
true. #shinebrightlyonline

For the positive well-being of our 
children, this idea was sent home. 
Send a virtual hug to loved ones that 
you are missing during this lockdown. 
Maybe some of you in the community 
received one from your grandchildren?

Perhaps you’d like to write out the 
message below and send it to a family 
member or friend.

I miss you when you’re far away.
I’d love to see you every day.
But since I can’t come over to play
I’m sending you a hug today.
So, although it might be quite a sight,
Wrap my arms around you tight.
Repeat daily to keep your smile bright, until we get to re-unite.

Year six student, Freya has written the brilliant story below about the what might 
be happening in library while it’s closed:

The silent (for a moment) library

All was quiet in the deep, dark library (As you would expect a respectable library 
to be). A thick blanket of silence, even deeper than before, had been placed upon it. 
The lights were out, and Miss Frost (the librarian) had gone home.

Not a whisper broke the deadly silence until SUDDENLY…. out of his book and off 
for a walk went Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s dairy. A page of ‘Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher's stone’ turned out and zoomed Harry flying on a broomstick in 
super-speed. More books opened and out came more characters. Peppa pig walked 
out of her book as though she was on a cat-walk! A rat-like witch scuttled out of 
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FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
FROM YOUR HOME OR PLACE OF WORK

• Servicing & MoTs
• Brake, clutch & cam belt replacement

• All repairs     New batteries
• Free fit tyres, puncture repair and exhaust centre

• For all makes of  vehicle at competitive prices
Audi, BMW, Citroen, Fiat, Ford, Kia, Honda, Hyundai, Jaguar, Landrover, Range Rover, 

Lexus, Mazda, Mercedes, MG, Mini, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Peugeot, Renault, Rover, Saab, 
Subaru, Seat, Skoda, Suzuki, Toyota, Vauxhall, Volvo, VW, all 4WD & Vans.

For further details without any obligation simply ring: 
Chris or Justyn on 01793 81488805
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SIMON HOSKING
Carpentry & Joinery

Tel: 07734 771141 
Email: simonhosking5555@btinternet.com02

/2
2

Advertise your business in this space
Email: 

advertising@purtonmagazine.co.uk
or visit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk/

advertisers/advertise-with-us/
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‘The Witches’ and even a ball of wool exited a knitting magazine.

Soon, the library, which was once immensely quiet, was full of a vast quantity of 
deafening, ear-splitting uproar.

“SILENCE!” roared Miss Trunchball, her hair matted and her clothes plastered 
with mouldy yogurt and squashed fruit. “YOU KNOW THE DRILL, SILENCE AND 
THEN…..” she paused for a moment as though the words she was about to say 
were too sour to bear. “Have fun.” she finished bitterly.

The characters immediately fell silent.

“Off you go then.” muttered Miss Trunchball. The characters beamed excitedly and 
bustled off to a new book. Gangsta Granny was to be seen jumping into the pages 
of ‘Percy Jackson and the lightning thief’ and was suddenly ambushed by Zeus who 
called, “Who goes there?” Hagrid took a stroll into Madame Gazelle’s playgroup in 
one of Peppa Pig’s books and started to learn his ABC. The cat in the hat swapped 
his hat for sparkling, magenta cat-heels in ‘The elves and the shoemaker’. The hungry 
caterpillar was so hungry that he ate all of the food at the Hogwarts feast in ‘Harry 
Potter and the Goblet of fire’. Daddy Pig and Stickman (yes, Stickman, that’s him) had 
met up with Miss Honey and Hetty Feather to knit each other a jumper in a knitting 
magazine (it took ages to finish Daddy Pig’s).

Mr Stink had set off into Kenzuke’s Kingdom and been attacked by the monkeys… 
Veruca Salt had entered the Dursley’s house where she had finally learnt that “I 
want” doesn’t get. Paddington Bear was in ‘Diary of a Wimpy kid’ where he was 
forever telling Manny that,

“If we’re kind and polite, the world will be right.”

“Meh, whatever.” replied Manny. Paddington gave him a hard stare.

All of the characters were having the time of their lives, Peppa Pig especially. She had 
ventured into the grown-ups section and found some rather rude words…

Suddenly, a rattling noise. The characters stopped dead and looked. Miss Frost’s key 
was in the door.

“HIDE!” yelled Miss Trunchball. “EVERYONE BACK IN YOUR BOOKS!” there was a 
huge bustle of characters re-entering their own books so as not to muddle anything 
up.

All was quiet in the deep dark library, Miss Frost sipped some coffee and the coffee 
was good.

Stay safe everyone!
Naomi Clarke, Head teacher

Prayer for Purton 
This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works in: 
Restrop View, Restrop Road, Battlewell, Bagbury Lane, (and from Ridgeway Farm) Quarry 
Field, Lower Mill, and Mill View
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Outreach Purton
The latest update from the Wiltshire Together team

We’re really pleased to see that COVID-19 case rates are continuing to go down 
in Wiltshire, and thank you for your support in helping bring these rates down. We 
need to keep minimising contact with others as much as possible, so that we don’t 
undo the progress we’ve been making.

The Government has been implementing surge testing in the affected areas to 
nullify the spread as much as possible. Of course, we’ll keep a close eye on any 
developments. Regardless of the variant though, the key messaging remains the same 
– people should be staying in their houses as much as possible and only leaving if 
necessary, such as picking up vital supplies.

Case numbers continue to fall week on week, but they are still very high, so it’s vital 
people keep following the guidance and do everything they can to keep each other 
as safe as possible.

We don’t want to undo the progress made over the last few weeks. Please remember 
- stay at home, protect the NHS, save lives.

Book a test if experiencing symptoms

If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, protect yourself and others by 
booking a test. To book a test call 119 or visit www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

Transport to COVID-19 vaccinations

If you’ve been contacted with an appointment to have your COVID-19 vaccination 
and you have no way of getting there - the Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub can help: 0300 
003 4576 wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk

Full details: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/news/support-for-people-needing-transport-to-
get-to-vaccination-appointment

It’s a rapidly evolving situation in terms of vaccinations but at time of print patients 
over 70 years who have not yet received their vaccination should contact the surgery.  
If you receive a letter which directs you to a vaccination centre in Gloucester, Bath 
or anywhere else, you should contact the surgery before accepting the appointment. 

Childcare

Are you a parent employed as a critical worker? If you need childcare for a child 
under 14, you can form a childcare bubble with one other household. More info: 
www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-childcare-bubble-with-another-household

Reporting child abuse concerns

Wiltshire Council, Wiltshire Police and partners are joining forces and asking people 
to get in touch if they think a child is suffering neglect or abuse. Lockdown means 
usual routes for reporting may be limited so we need everyone’s help to protect a 
child in need.
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More details: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/news/lockdown-impacts-reporting-concerns-
on-child-abuse

Watch the Wiltshire COVID-19 business update

If you were unable to join Wiltshire Council’s live business webinar on Wednesday 3 
February, you can watch it back on the council’s YouTube channel.

The broadcast includes the latest COVID-19 grants available to businesses and 
public health information and advice for businesses.

Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub

The Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub is available to anyone who is struggling during this 
difficult time. The hub can provide support to those who don’t have support around 
them and also signpost to where additional help is available.

You can call the hub on 0300 003 4576 or email wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk. It’s 
open Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm and Saturday from 10am to 4pm.

PPE for unpaid carers

Eligible unpaid carers in Wiltshire will be able to receive PPE following updated 
government guidance published on Friday 5 February. Read more: www.wiltshire.
gov.uk/news/wiltshire-ready-help-eligible-unpaid-carers-receive-ppe-following-
government-announcement

Targeted COVID-19 rapid community testing 

Our rollout of the government’s rapid COVID-19 community testing initiative 
locally, to help drive down transmission rates, gets underway from 18 February.  

Our programme, in partnership with the Department of Health and Social Care, 
is specifically aimed at asymptomatic people at small businesses who cannot work 
from home, and private early years settings and childminders. Eligible people will 
take a Lateral Flow Test. 

You can now book a test at our centre at Devizes Leisure Centre. Other centres will 
open in due course in Chippenham, Trowbridge and Salisbury but, for the time being, 
you can only book a place at Devizes. The centre cannot accept people dropping in, 
and everyone must book an appointment and not have any symptoms of COVID-19. 
The self-administered test should take no more than 15 minutes and results should 
be known within 30 minutes.

This is not to be confused with surge testing. Surge testing is increased testing 
(including door-to-door testing) and enhanced contact tracing in specific locations 
in England, and is not currently taking place in Wiltshire.  

Free testing continues to be available to everyone in Wiltshire who has COVID-19 
symptoms – high temperature, continuous cough or loss of/change in taste or smell. 
People should visit www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119 to book a test if they have 
symptoms. 

Those in smaller businesses (employees of 50 or less) who cannot work from home, 
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Purton Open Gardens
At this time of year we are usually planning for July, looking forward to seeing 
people strolling around the village during Open Gardens. Unfortunately we regret 
that Purton Open Gardens 2021 has been postponed due to uncertainties about 
gatherings this summer.

Do think about opening your garden next year for this very enjoyable event. Lots of 
money is raised for charities, and much cake consumed. Hopefully we can go ahead 
in 2022!

Best wishes, from the POG Team

and private (non-maintained) early years settings have been chosen because they 
are not currently involved in any other mass-testing scheme.

Anyone who receives a positive Lateral Flow Test result automatically activate legal 
obligations to self-isolate, and may also claim for a Test and Trace payment if they 
are eligible. 

You can book your place at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/public-health-coronavirus-testing, 
where you will also find additional information.

Share your feedback or questions

If you have any feedback you would like to share with us about what you are hearing, 
misinformation you have seen or heard, or if you have any questions, please email 
communitychampions@wiltshire.gov.uk

Heather Ponting-Bather, Outreach Purton & Wiltshire Together Community Champion 
helpline 772954, (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, at other times in an emergency)
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St Mary’s Church Purton
Dear Members of the Church Family and Purton Community

As many of you will know, during the past months in the midst of the various 
“lockdowns” we have been undergoing a Renewal of the St Mary’s Church building. 

As a part of this Renewal process, we are also taking the opportunity to review the 
Church services we offer so our Renewed building has a Renewed focus. We are 
committed to keep a balance between traditional and contemporary services. But 
we want to consider how we might enhance all the Church services we offer with 
the aim of better meeting St Mary's Church's vision: “Knowing Christ and making 
Christ known”.

The original aim for the Renewal Project was to provide "a sensitive enhancement 
of this beautiful building to help serve and inspire the people of Purton now and 
into the future to the glory of God." In parallel we also need to look at "a sensitive 
enhancement to the Church services to help serve and inspire the people of Purton 
now and into the future to the glory of God".

As we prepare to reopen the Renewed building we have an opportunity for our 
Church Family to share God’s love with our Village. So we propose to focus some 
(of our limited) resources on helping to introduce people to God and Church whilst 
ensuring the tradition and needs of the existing congregation are also maintained. To 
strike the right balance we need to understand the different perspectives of those 
within the Church Family, the wider community and beyond.

Therefore over the coming weeks we are aiming to survey your views with a 
Questionnaire (available with the Church notices, on the website or delivered to 
your door if that is what you prefer). This will present you with an opportunity to 
respond and give us a picture of your viewpoint and ideas as we move forward.

We would love to know how we can make you feel more welcome in Purton’s 
beautiful Church building that has been the place where so many in our community 
have gathered over the past 700+ years whether on a weekly basis or whether to 
mark significant events in their family lives.

We are wanting better to understand current and future needs, so that we may be 
able (with God’s help) to enhance services and grow the Church with the benefit 
of your input.

Due to the ongoing uncertainty of Covid 19 restrictions we do not yet know the 
pattern of services that we will be able to offer initially in the Church building. We 
are hoping to offer a balance of pre-Covid services and a series of new services/
events aimed at growing the Church. This will mean the breadth of pre-Renewal/ 
pre-Covid services will be maintained but the frequency will be reduced to allow 
time and opportunity for these new services/events.

We recognise that during Covid only certain groups have been able to meet on 
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 So many thanks

We would like to say ‘THANK YOU’ to 
so many people. Thoughtful gifts have 
been left by the door, including curry 
supper vouchers, eggs, biscuits, the 
loan of vases to accommodate so many 
beautiful flowers, dozens of cards and 
very many kind words.

After Michael’s Father (Arthur) passed 
away in November 2020, who would 
have thought yet another blow would 

hit us quite so soon; but on January 4th 
2021 sadly, my Father, Bill, passed away at 
the good old age of 91. Bill will be sorely 
missed.

Which brings us to the last ‘thank yous’… 
to all the staff at The Cedars and also 
Vicki and all the staff at Caring Hands, 
for all the care given during almost five 
years. THANK YOU SO MUCH. Here’s 
to 2022!!

Lyne and Michael Worth

Purton Post Bag
The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where 
space and content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted 
for publication without the proper name and address of the 
correspondent being supplied. However, these details may be 
withheld from publication if requested.

Zoom and that as a village community we represent a wide variety of traditions and 
needs. We want to help as many as possible to feel welcomed as part of the Church 
Family.

We would like to hear your responses to the questionnaire so we are better able 
to shape the services we offer to those who already attend and to those who might 
like to come in the future.

If you would like more information please see our website www.stmaryspurton.org.
uk or be in touch in the other ways described below. Whilst we cannot visit people 
in their homes due to Covid, please be assured that we pray regularly for our whole 
community, if you would value particular prayer or if either I or others from St 
Mary’s can be of any help to you, then please be in touch.

Your Vicar and Friend - Ian

Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith 
Tel: 01793 770077 Email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk
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 Play area behind Dogridge

I am writing to ask for clarification.

Am I correct in thinking that the Child’s 
Play Area behind Dogridge has now 
been closed permanently and is likely to 
be used for building more houses?

I am concerned as this is one less play 
space for children living in the upper 
area of the village. There don’t seem to 
have been any complaints or criticisms 
of this decision.  

Is everyone happy to let this happen? Is 
anyone going to challenge it? Are all the 
families in the Dogridge area content 
to let this happen? Or is it already 
too late to ask for the decision to be 
reconsidered?

Concerned Purtonian

 Brush with Covid brings 
 it all home

It seems as though I am always saying 
thank you, but this time it’s a personal 
thank you to all my lovely family and 
friends who have supported Jamie and 
myself during my brush with Covid. Thank 
you for collecting prescriptions, the 
flowers, cakes and cards, and for sparing 
time to phone, text or email, along with 
offers to do shopping. It means a lot to 
know that so many people care. I had 
over two weeks of being quite poorly. 
Being an asthmatic my breathing was 
severely affected. I don’t mind admitting, 
there were times when I was afraid. It 
will be a while before I return to full 
strength.

To anyone who still thinks that Covid 
is a myth, take it from me “it’s real”. My 
biggest fear is that I will get it again, who 
knows the outcome of another bout. 
Let’s hope it doesn’t happen. No one 
wants to wear a mask or have to stay 
away from their loved ones, but it has to 
be done. When you are out and about, 
think of others not just yourself! Keep 
Yourself Safe and those around you too.

Pearl Lait

 Showing our appreciation for  
 the NHS

Now that we have stopped clapping for 
the NHS on Thursdays, could we start a 
replacement way of continuing to show 
our support?

How about a campaign wearing a bright, 
blue (perhaps NHS coloured) coat, 
sweater and/or shirt on Thursdays to 
demonstrate our continued heartfelt 
thanks to all NHS workers who continue 
to operate well over and above previous 
levels to protect and save our lives? A 
simple, silent sign of support.

A. Nonymous

 Betty’s birthday

The Family of Betty Dix would like to 
thank all the kind people who sent cards 
and best wishes to my mother in law on 
her 100th birthday. All the family want to 
say thank you all for making her day as 
the party we had planned was cancelled. 
Thank you also to Betty’s neighbour 
Lesley for all her help

From Betty’s children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren



Page 40

Update on the table trail for St Mary’s Renewal fund
We were ever hopeful to be able to tell you a date for our next Trail of Tables round 
the village,  to raise funds to RENEW St Mary’s church. But, with unlockdown dates 
still not yet known all we can say at this stage is:

Please join in when we have our next Trail of Tables around the village

Any one can sell anything they want…already we have offers of books, cakes, ‘left-
overs’ and precious family items found in the attic! So please start planning your 
table ready for action as soon as we’re allowed!

We will let all Purtonians know the agreed date of the Table Trail, via social media 
and word of mouth, and where they can find all the tables on the day

In exchange, it would be appreciated if all Table holders give a donation towards 
RENEW,  the fund to help towards the huge expenses of reopening St Mary’s 
Church,  once the incredible renewal work has been completed.

Photos of the ongoing work inside St Mary’s can be found on www.stmaryspurton.
org.uk/285/January-2021-photos.  

Fabulous new lighting which shows off the rafters, new toilets, new kitchen space, 
new radiators, walls repaired and repainted,……it is all starting to look so fresh and 
inviting. Do help us finish off the work by raising a bit more money at our Table Trail, 
hopefully in March. Watch this space!

To be kept involved contact Libbie: 771018 libbie@sheppard.org

Friends of St Mary’s Church
Would you like to join the dedicated core of ‘Friends’ we already have?

Why become a Friend of St Mary’s?

• How you can help conserve the heritage of our church building.

• Help with the maintenance of the building!

• Make a regular commitment to support St Mary’s financially by a regular monthly 
or yearly contribution.

Described as a lovely church of honey-coloured stone and tiled roofs, its churchyard 
full of yews and ancient tomb chests. The old church has an air of permanence.  
It seems to have grown out of the ground. Its interior has an atmosphere of 
timelessness, as if it had never changed.  Nothing could be further from the truth...

The church building constantly needs maintaining, with a team of volunteers who 
give their time and skills to help us care for this wonderful church.

For centuries St Mary’s Church, with its sense of light, space and peace has been an 
integral part of our community.  Today it still offers a timeless place for all people 
who come to worship, reflect, mourn and celebrate together.
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Amherst
Landscaping & Tree Surgeons
• Professional tree surgeons
• Landscaping & Grounds maintenance
• All aspects of tree work
 by Qualified Staff from Surveys, Reports,
 Felling, Pruning, Planting
• Excavations & Clearance
• Hard and soft landscaping
• Driveways & Buildings - high pressure washing
• Weed Control
• Fencing
• Digger hire with operator, 1 - 13 ton
• Demolition with waste removed
• We sell topsoil & compost per ton, delivered

Telephone - 01793 772268
Mobile - 07921 856089
Greatfield, Swindon, SN4 8EQ
Fully insured, free estimates British Association of

Landscape Industries

Email - AmherstContractors@hotmail.co.uk

www.classicwindowswiltshire.co.uk

 A family business for over 30 years

WILLS & PROBATE
ESTATE TAX PLANNING
PROPERTY LAW
DIVORCE & FAMILY
PERSONAL INJURY
COMMERCIAL LAW
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE
PRIVATE LITIGATION
DISPUTE RESOLUTION

YOUR GLOUCESTERSHIRE SOLICITORS

www.seriousinjury.expert

www.daveylaw.co.uk
01285 654875

@Davey_law

Active Movement Therapy
Stay active, move with ease, be pain free

Soft Tissue Therapy to treat aches &
pains leading to improved posture,

function, movement & wellbeing

Jenny 01793 759192 / 07896 027016
115 High Street, Cricklade

www.activemovementtherapy.co.uk 10
/2

1
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1

Appointments Mon - Fri: 9am- 6.30pm 
and Saturday: 9.30am - 12.30pm 

www.georgevetgroup.co.uk 
ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE  

Royal                                 
Wootton Bassett   

01793 852458  

Join our Health Club for 
savings and benefits 
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Fast forward to September 2020 – renewal of the interior of the building commenced 
and is scheduled to be completed in the spring.

Why not become a member of the FoSM – join us at the reopening of the church, 
on completion of the renewal work.  There are many opportunities to look after this 
grade 1 listed building, not just financial. This is of course vitally important and last 
year FoSM contributed towards the cost of the electrical maintenance inspection of 
the church. FoSM money is used for the upkeep of the building. The commitment of 
the Friends is essential for the ongoing work and we are extremely grateful to them. 
It would be wonderful if more people were able to come forward, so that we can 
keep our church building, in a good and welcoming condition for future generations.

Friends are concerned about the overall care of the church building, including flower 
arranging and cleaning and the churchyard always demands attention!

Could you sponsor a comfortable, quality new chair for the renewed building?

St Mary’s Church is the Parish Church of Purton and needs your support, thank you.

Check out our website; www.stmaryspurton.org.uk some amazing photos.

For further details please contact Sandra (FoSM Committee) 01793 770157 
Email: sandra_horsnall@yahoo.co.uk
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Local Solicitors help Malmesbury and District Foodbank
In late 2020, Jonathan Watts, (Partner and Commercial Property expert at FSM 
Solicitors) worked with Malmesbury and District Foodbank to secure lease on a 
new warehouse from which to operate. The work was carried out pro bono (for 
free), offering this charitable cause specialist legal advice to ensure a suitable lease 
was agreed. The Foodbank had been operating out of a small area at the back of 
the Malmesbury United Reformed Church and an adjacent garage (pictured below 
left). The cramped space became extremely difficult during the early stages of the 
coronavirus pandemic, as more donations flooded in and demand for support 
escalated.

Gill Smith, Project Manager of Malmesbury and District Foodbank said “We simply 
had nowhere to put anything and no space in which to work. We knew that a warehouse 
system would work because many other food banks operate in that way. It would relieve 
some of the pressure we were facing.”

After much planning, the new open plan 40ftx10ft warehouse eventually arrived 
on the back of a lorry (pictured below right) at the location on the outskirts of 
Malmesbury. Many regular volunteers loaded up their cars to move crates of stock 
back and forth. The fact that this was all being done at the end of the year made 
things more complicated due to the Foodbank’s Christmas hamper programme. 
Amazingly, the warehouse was set up (pictured below centre), the processes at the 
Church put in place and more than 180 hampers/bags of extra Christmas supplies 
were packed and distributed – a fantastic achievement! The foodbank continues to 
support the local community by offering contactless deliveries of food parcels – a 
process put in place in March 2020 that has only been possible due to offers of help 
from local people and the commitment of the regular volunteers. 

Gill Smith said “I want to say how very grateful we are for the help offered by Jonathan 
Watts and FSM Solicitors. By providing your services pro bono we have retained more of 
our funds for the sole purpose of supporting local people who just don’t have the means 
to feed themselves and their families. That support is needed more than ever right now so 
thank you again for your very valuable support.”
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Have you read a book that you will always 
remember, either recently or many years ago, 
serious or funny, fact or fiction? Each month we are 
publishing a review of a book that has meant a lot 
to a particular reader, especially the reason why it 
was so memorable. Purton Magazine readers are 
encouraged to send in a personal review of their 
favourite book; it need not be very long. As usual, 

the copy deadline is the 10th of the preceding month and our contact details are on Page 4.

8000 Metres by Alan Hinkes
The book behind this cryptic title is an account written by Alan Hinkes, the first, and 
so far the only, Briton to climb all 14 of the world’s mountains over 8,000 metres 
(26,247 feet).

It is only when reading this book that one can gain any idea of what an achievement 
this is. I was interested to read it as I have trekked to Everest Base Camp, and 
walked to the summit of a mountain 6,153m (20,187 feet) high, but these feats are 
child’s play compared with the sheer effort, perseverance and strength of character 
required to climb even one “eight-thousander” as they are referred to by those in 
the know! It took him 18 years and 27 expeditions to do it, starting in 1987 with the 
ascent of Shisha Pangma from Tibet, and ending with a lightweight, two-man ascent 
of Kanchenjunga in 2005, 50 years exactly after it had first been climbed – by a Brit.

Hinkes developed his skills and passion for climbing growing up close to the Yorkshire 
Dales and North York Moors, and he especially enjoyed being out and about when 
most of us are only too glad to be warm and dry indoors. He “learned about 
exhaustion, exposure and hypothermia, and developed an innate resilience that has 
served [him] well”. He particularly enjoyed climbing in the Scottish mountains in 
winter, where he learned to use the tools of his trade, such as crampons and ice 
axes, and developed his avalanche awareness and survival skills. On the way he 
qualified as a British Mountain Guide, which enabled him to make his living from 
passing on his skills to others, and of course to rescuing those who hadn’t quite 
mastered them (or did not think them necessary!).

In this way he acquired the basic skills he would need to survive in the “death zone”, 
above 7,500 metres. It is called this because the oxygen-starved air and very cold 
temperatures (-30°C is typical) mean that simply surviving is a challenge. If you 
get into trouble there, you will almost certainly die, as it is well above the height a 
helicopter can reach to rescue you. Alternatively it could take several hours or even 
days, if the weather is bad, for a rescue party to get to you, assuming anyone even 
knows that you have a problem. Your only hope would be for another climber who 
happens to be at the same altitude as you to abort his climb to rescue you – and 
indeed this is what Hinkes had to do, twice, when climbing Makalu and then K2.

A Book I will Always Remember
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He writes in a calm, matter-of-fact way, and is at pains to emphasise that possibly his 
most important attribute is prudence. Although I would categorise his achievements 
as heroic, he is by no means a gung-ho climber, determined to get to the top, no 
matter what. He abandoned climbs several times when he assessed the avalanche 
risk as being too great, or for other reasons. His motto is that “no mountain is 
worth a life or the loss of a digit; coming back is a success and the summit is only a 
bonus”. True to his motto, he has never suffered frostbite. He recounts seeing the 
frozen corpses of climbers high up on several of the eight-thousanders and was 
skilled and lucky enough not to have become one of them.

Several of his ascents were done solo, and/or Alpine-style. He defines this as 
“lightweight, self-supporting mountain climbing”. This typically requires the climber 
to bivouac at very high altitudes with only a thin tent and sometimes not even a 
sleeping bag to protect him from the elements. Although he does not specifically say 
so, it is clear from his many photographs that he did not use oxygen on any of his 
climbs, as presumably this would have been too heavy to carry.

And this brings me to the best aspect of the book: the photos. They are 
extraordinary and bring his descriptions vividly to life. Photography has always been 
a key component of his climbs; in the early days digital photography did not exist 
and he had to take bulky cameras and hundreds of rolls of film with him on every 
expedition, and make sure he kept the camera as warm and ready for action as 
possible. The photographic challenge he faced is well summed up by professional 
photographer Joe Cornish, who says “Knowing how difficult it is to use a camera in 
winter conditions, even at modest altitudes in Scotland, I cannot begin to imagine 
how hard it is to do so at over 8000 metres”. That he was enormously successful in 
doing so is obvious from a flick through the book’s contents

This could be mistaken for just another coffee table book but it is far, far more 
than that and I recommend it to anyone with even a passing interest in mountains, 
walking and man’s ability to do the seemingly impossible.

The book is published by Cicerone Press, at www.cicerone.co.uk/

Tim Lewis

Knit A Blanket and Knit For Peace
Thank you to all who generously donated money and wool before Christmas. During 
January we sent 6 boxes of knitted goods to Knit For Peace to distribute in the UK 
and worldwide. Three more parcels posted in August and September last year to 
Knit A Blanket in South Africa have arrived. Two boxes we shipped in November 
have also arrived. Alice was overwhelmed at the generosity of Purton people.

Sadly, Covid restrictions do not allow the charity to do any distributions at present. 
When they are able, we will have many photographs of the children receiving our 
gifts. Many thanks for your continued support.

Jude Sullivan
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Footcare:
shoes and slippers

Footcare appointments

MAKE LIFE EASIER

On the move: Mobility scooters
Mobility scooter repairs

Large range of mobility aids
Hire services

Stairlifts

Rise and recline furniture
Adjustable beds

FREE Hearing health check

FREE LEVEL ACCESS PARKING AT ALL STORES
www.thehearingandmobilitystore.co.uk

THE MOBILITY STORE
7 Clive Parade  
Cricklade Road,

Swindon SN2 1AJ
01793 701313

swindon@thehearingandmobilitystore.co.uk

THE MARLBOROUGH
MOBILITY STORE

56 George Lane,
Marlborough SN8 4BY
01672 511550

wiltshiremobility@mail.com

THE WROUGHTON
MOBILITY STORE

Unit 9A, Ellendune Shopping Centre
   Wroughton SN4 9LN
01793 815083

wroughtonmobility@mail.com

THE BOURTON ON THE WATER 
MOBILITY STORE

Lansdowne
Bourton on the Water GL54 2AR

01451 810088
bourtonmobility@mail.com
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COMPLETE BUILDING 
ROOFING & BUILDING

Services

info@completebuilding-services.co.uk
www.completebuilding-services.co.uk

01793 239742

15 Shaftesbury Centre, Swindon SN2 2AZ

FULLY INSURED
WORK

GUARANTEED
FREE SCAFFOLDING

• ROOF REPAIRS • NEW ROOFS 
• RE-FELT & BATTEN • FLAT ROOF 
  epdm RUBBER / FIBREGLASS / FELT
• ALL CHIMNEY WORK 
• RE-BED RIDGE & HIP TILES
• DRY RIDGE & DRY VERGE SYSTEM
• LEAD WORK • EMERGENCY REPAIRS
• UPVC FASCIA • SOFFITS • GUTTERING
• GUTTER CLEANING • ROOF CLEANING
• MOSS REMOVAL • MINOR REPAIRS 
• LEAK INVESTIGATION
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The other side of the gate
A frozen milking parlour is one of my hassles during cold weather. This morning the 
vacuum pump was frozen solid! If we leave any moisture in the system it can cause 
no end of problems! My list of unfreezing activities this morning were: thawing the 
milk plate cooler pipes to the water trough, heating up the vacuum pump to allow 
the vanes to rotate, heating up two of the milk recording units in the parlour to 
allow milk through and thawing the peracetic spray guns to clean the units after 
each cow. The water at each milk point was too frozen to even bother with. All that 
to milk the cows - doesn’t even include the water troughs in the yard! Although 
the cold is irritating for us, the cows don’t mind it. They’ve got pretty thick leather 
jackets on! 

We have moved some of the cows to the fields as our straw stocks are so low. We’ve 
only got 10 bales left. 25 cows and calves went out and they were not particularly 
happy about it. Bubba stood at the gate demanding to be let back in! 

We welcomed Luke to the team in January. He’s here to help me get the basics done. 
This is his first farm job and he’s doing well and learning very quickly. If you see him 
on the tractor, give him a wave. We’ve now got quite a team of helpers. It’s satisfying 
to see the farm grow and with me freed from some of the more mundane work I 
can concentrate on more growth with new sources of income. 

One of the regular concerns I hear from people is that their children have little 
understanding of food production. ‘Can we meet the cows?’ must be one of the 
most frequently asked questions. I will start a more formal tour with set times that 
can be booked which will allow dedicated time for education. I’m also going to start 
a private Dora club with regular video updates of daily farm life. Education and 
sharing what we do is something I’m very passionate about. 

We started selling milkshakes this month along with semi-
skimmed milk. Sarah has designed new labels and I think 
they look great. 

I bought another toy this month too. It’s a heat detection 
device called MooCall. Its function is to accurately tell 
us when a cow is ready to breed or has been bred by a 
bull. Each cow has a separate ear tag with a unique Radio-
Frequency Identification (RFID) microchip and the bull has 
a collar. When the two parties meet in a particular way it 
sends a text to our phones and records the data. It’ll mean 
we can be much more effective with our breeding timings 
and will pay for itself in a year. 

We’ve got a lot of plans in the pipeline this year with fencing 
and tree planting being one of them. We’ve taken advantage 
of a government grant that will help us with funding the 
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projects and we will also be selling trees to the public. We will be planting a lot 
of trees all over the farm. A couple of our customers are arboriculturists and will 
be helping us pick the indigenous trees to plant around the farm. Every hedge at 
Quarry Farm will have trees planted and every corner will have fruit trees. We will 
also have a small area dedicated to an orchard. The idea is to restore the farm to 
historic times and in the process increase the fauna and flora. 

Big Ears, Maggie and her calf, Ruby, are new additions to the herd. Sarah and I drove 
to Helston in Cornwall to collect them. They belonged to a friend of ours and were 
his last three cows - he wanted them to go to a good home. We’ve known Big Ears 
since she was a lot smaller. She’s a beautiful Brown Swiss and is very friendly. Maggie 
is a Kerry cow, an ancient breed. She’s small and not quite as friendly yet. Apparently 
her milk is very rich. The fat molecule is very small and her milk doesn’t separate 
like other milks - almost homogenised!

Jonathan Cook

Bird quiz answers:

1. Sparrow / 2. Swan / 3. Kiwi / 4. Kingfisher / 5. Penguin / 6. Crow / 7. Dodo / 8. 
Magpie / 9. Heron / 10. Robin / 11. Eagle / 12. Lapwing / 13. Buzzard / 14. Bunting / 
15. Partridge / 16. Dove / 17. Thrush / 18. Nightingale / 19. Goose / 20. Guinea Fowl 
/ 21. Egret / 22. Turkey / 23.Goldeneye/ 24. Grouse / 25. Merlin / 26. Pheasant / 27. 
Stork / 28. Quail / 29. Green shank / 30. Oyster Catcher / 31. Swift / 32. Linnet / 
33. Nuthatch / 34. Crossbill / 35. Waxwing / 36. Brambling / 37. Shag / 38. Knot / 39. 
Goldcrest / 40. Swallow / 41. Pelican / 42. Gannet / 43. Turnstone / 44. Blackcap / 45. 
Parrot / 46. Puffin / 47. Ruff / 48. Razorbill / 49. Canary / 50. Finch
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Specialist in PVCU windows, doors,
patio doors, bi-folding doors

and conservatories.
White, Woodgrain, Woodgrain on white

or Coloured.

For a free quotation please call:
Jon Usher  01793 770596
Email: jonschanges@btInternet.com
Over 25 years experience
10 College Road, Purton, Swindon SN5 4AR

Changes
Jon’s

B. J. BROAD
Your Local Watch and Clockmaker

ESTABLISHED 1960
9 Vasterne Close,  Purton

Tel: 01793 771667
Watch and Clock Sales and Repairs

Battery Fitting
Free collection and delivery service

Call us today on: 01793 232546 or email: enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk
web: dwdunn.co.uk

Radiators/towel rails

Power-flushing

Upgrades

General Plumbing

Cookers & Fires

AGA/Rayburn

Gas, LPG and Oil boilers

Air-conditioning

Air-source Heat pumps

Bathrooms & Showers
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WEIGHT LOSS
Confused? Frustrated? Tired of 
losing the same 5Lbs?
Make weight loss easy in 2021 with our 
New Slimming Club Powered by 
The Weight Loss Blueprint.
Run by local Fitness and Nutrition coach 
Ian Vout. This new; targeted way to lose 
weight gives you the tools, knowledge and 
knowhow to finally succeed!
Join like-minded people in your community 
and find the key to your weight loss in 
a fun, friendly and supportive environment. 
Join before 2021 and receive 40% off 
AND your first month for FREE!
Virtual & live groups available.
Contact Ian on: 07910 131810 
 01249 721240
ian@theweightlossblueprint.co.uk
www.theweightlossblueprint.co.uk
Instagram - @theweightlossblueprint

Experienced, trustworthy and 
reliable year-round general garden 

maintenance service.
• Lawns regularly mown and edged
• Soil tilled and weed removal
• Border, shrub and hedge maintenance
• Garden fencing treatment
• Public liability insured
• Competitive pricing
• Social distancing compliant

If I can help you maintain your garden
then please get in touch. I have a growing 
customer base in Purton, where I grew up.

Tel: Ian 07519 413963
Email: sweetleafgm@gmail.com07
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&PC Doctor Dan
115 High Street, Cricklade

Tel: 01793 759192   Mob: 07890 377517

Home & Business Computing

Free pick-up and drop-off service
Purchasing advice, setup and installation
Secure wireless and home networking
Share files, photos, music and printers
Virus and spyware detection and removal
Training to meet your specific needs
Hardware/ software repairs and upgrades
Improve PC performance and reliability
Create backups to protect key information
Consultancy and managed service options

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

1 cu. m £85 / 1½ cu. m £120
2 cu. m £150

David Hodges
Plumbing and Heating

Oil Boiler Installation, Commissioning, Servicing
Bathrooms, En-suites, Radiators, Towel Rails
 Taps, Ball Valves, Loft Tanks, Kitchen Sinks
Outside Taps, Hot Water Cylinders & More

Please call for a free estimate
or advice

07747 672102
email:  david-hodges@live.co.uk

Established 1999
_______________________________________________________

Curtains  -  Pelmets  -  Blinds
Cushions  -  Accessories  -  Covers

Fabrics  -  Trimmings  -  Linings
Poles  -  Rails  -  Tracks
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dkhaines68@gmail.com

We welcome submissions for publication in the next edition of Purton Magazine 
from the local community and from readers further afield. Copy deadline is the 
10th of each month. Please email mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Beneath the Wool
This month just gone has been very busy and a lot of jobs have been done.  A big 
job this month has been putting the rest of the barbed wire on the fencing and 
finishing off where the gates are and making them fully stock proof. This has taken 
quite a lot of time but it’s a very satisfying job and the fence looks very good all 
finished. My next job is to put a new stile in with a dog hatch in to make it easier 
for dog walkers. 

The lambs are still being fed their feed and it’s becoming quite entertaining now 
when feeding them as they get so keen to get it they will pretty much do anything. 
The hay rack has a feed trough at the bottom, however the lambs have been using 
this as a scrum machine. Most nights there is a lamb with its back legs on top of 
another lamb which has pushed in underneath. One particular day one literally 
got lifted off its feet and was left horizontal on the other lambs. Another trick 
they have mastered is that sometimes there’s a few scraps left in the bucket while 
I go to fill the water up, this does have a downside as they find they get their 
heads stuck in the handle and run off with the bucket not quite knowing what to 
do with themselves. 

On the 23rd January it was scanning day and as I had the ewes in the pen I 
decided to give them the wormer the lambs had last month as I had enough 
over. This all went very smoothly and thankfully more smoothly than Bob’s day. 
Bob was supposed to be scanning mine at midday but unfortunately had a bad 
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morning and didn’t arrive till 13:45. Nevertheless we got on and got them scanned 
in reasonable quick time and the results were thirteen singles and eleven twins. This 
however, was no match for the place Bob had been to before me which had fifteen 
sheep and seven triplets and the rest twins, I must say I’d rather have my result than 
theirs. 

As we start talking lambing there are two ewes which are imminently due to have 
lambs, I know it’s early but blame the naughty Ram. As I write this I’m just about 
to go and do my final check for the night and they are starting to annoy me as I’ve 
been going down for nearly two weeks already now. On the subject of lambing it’s 
unfortunate that we won’t be able to do another lambing afternoon in April due to 
the pandemic but yet again we can look forward to next year when hopefully we 
are able to. I will keep you all updated on the lambing and will take plenty of photos 
and maybe we will see if we can put together a virtual tour of the lambs for you. 

Fergus the small red tractor has had a bit of a makeover 
by having some lights fitted to help with the shorter days 
and darker nights getting hay out the shed. Thanks to my 
brother for fitting them and wiring them up they really are 
very useful to have. 

Finally in the last month we had some snow which means 
the lambs needed more food than normal as they aren’t 
used to it but the ewes manage to dig the snow away to 
find the grass beneath. As we had snow we had to put 
off weighing the lambs until last weekend and they are 
reasonable weights and very much all the same which is 
good to see.

Michael Woodward, Rogers Farm, Purton
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 ROUTINE & COSMETIC
DENTISTRY

 CONVENTIONAL & INVISIBLE
BRACES

 SMILE MAKEOVERS
 DENTURE WORK
 EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

AVAILABLE
Nigel Masters BDS DPDS

1 Church Street, Purton, Swindon, SN5 4DS
Tel: 01793 770532

csdental@btInternet.com
www.csdental.co.uk

A PERSONAL, FRIENDLY &
CARING SERVICE
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Index to Advertisers
Please mention Purton Magazine when contacting advertisers

Amherst Contractors . 41

Aspen Fencing 
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Awdry, Bailey & Douglas 
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o Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service
(eg landlord inspection reports).

o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered
by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.

o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.
o Home Automation Systems - Turn on your lights

or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –

Save up to 10% of your electricity bill
o Telecommunications and Data Networks.

Tel: (01793) 771167
Mobile: 07795 832087

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk
Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural
and Equine Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998
www.themaharajah.co.uk

Email: khalique@themaharajah.co.uk

6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire SN5 4AA

Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

Tel: 01793 771 720
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Tel: 01793 772777 
 or 07742 796766
Email: vfcaringhands@live.co.uk 

Situated in the beautiful Braydon 
countryside, Caring Hands 

(Wiltshire) provides residential 
care and pre-bookable respite 

care in our homely environment 
on a working farm.

We currently have beds available

Do you, a friend or family member need Caring Hands?
We provide a high level of support for each of 
our clients, with flexible care, participation in 
community life and a personalised service.
We can accommodate a diverse range of 
individuals, and all of our facilities are 
completely wheelchair accessible.
We offer an on-site sitting service to give 
continual support to careers in the community.
Registered with the Care Quality Commission.
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Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm

Purton’s Indian Restaurant
with Take-Away Service

ROYAL GEORGE

27 Pavenhill, Purton  Tel: 01793 978 180
email: info@royalgeorgepurton.co.uk

Food:
Mon - Sat     12 - 3pm
             and 6 - 9pm

Sundays  3 - 5pm  bookings only

Pub Quiz:  Every Sunday at 7.30pm
Bottle Draw every Monday - 9.30pm
Poker Night every Tuesday - 8.30pm
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Shiny taps & scale free kettle

No more clogged showerheads

BANISH LIMESCALE
FOREVER!

with an award-winning Kinetico Water Softener

call 01285 770002 or visit 
www.gloucestershire-softeners.com

Gloucestershire
Softeners

Gloucestershire
Softeners

“Part of DW Dunn Ltd -Plumbing &Heating”

�

    APPROVED 2020
WINNER
2018

Best Plumbing or Drainage 
Product

Applies to Premier Compact Water Softener

2789_Gloucestershire-TrainAdvert_PRINT.indd   1 04/02/2020   14:23
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