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Following the loss of ‘Mr Purton FC’ in 2019 after 47 years with
the club, Alan Eastwood’s widow Sue and daughter Yvette visit the
memorial bench newly installed pitchside at the Red House.
See page 44
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CRICKLADE OSTEOPATHIC
HEALTH PRACTICE

Welcome to our new
Swindon office...

Osteopathy
(including cranial)
Massage therapy
Acupuncture
(dry needling)
Ultrasound

01793 750504

With the expertise of a senior examiner and
moderator at the major osteopathic colleges.

Est. 1982

03/21

www.osteojo.co.uk
12 High St Cricklade SN6 6AP

Opening
early 2021
You can find us at
2 Gateway North,
North Latham Road,
Swindon SN25 4DL
We’re here for you,
wherever you are...

info@awdrys.co.uk

09/21

03/21

Chippenham:
01249 478333
Devizes:
01380 722311
Marlborough:
01672 518620
Royal Wootton Bassett: 01793 853200
Swindon:
Opening early 2021

•

Smarthome Solution Design
and Implementation

•

Multi-room audio, CCTV and
alarm systems

•

Car charging points
(OLEV Grant approved)

•

Domestic, commercial, equestrian
and agricultural electrical contractors
and engineers

•

Landlord inspection, testing and
certification service

•

Part P approved with 6 year
warranty on domestic work

Tel: 01793 771167 Mobile: 07795 832087
www.butcherselectrical.co.uk

Purton Contacts

Wiltshire Councillor
Jacqui Lay
770704
Doctor
Purton Surgery
770207
Dental Surgery
Church Street
770532
Junior Church
Mary Hodges
770505
Library
Librarians
770870
(Mondays 2-5pm;Tuesdays 2-7pm;Wednesdays 10am-5pm; Fridays 2-5pm)
Luncheon Club
Pat Suddaby
771331
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12 noon, Silver Threads Hall)
Museum
Curator: Beth Farnham, bethaney23@icloud.com
Police/Fire/Ambulance
Emergencies
999
Police
Non-emergency
101
Age Concern Minibus
Hazel Woodbridge 770862
Purton Parish Council
Deborah Lawrence 771066
Purton Silver Threads
Lindsey Hall
771890
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon,Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery
Purton Vets
771869
Pips Community Café
Duty volunteers
07498 526872
(Tuesday-Friday 9am-4.30pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm) www.facebook.com/
purtoncommunitycafe/
Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School
Secretary
770570
Pear Drops at Playclose
Sarah Grigg
950159
Pear Drops Pre-School
Sarah Grigg
978536
(formerly Under 5s’)
St Mary’s Primary School
Secretary
770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith
email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk
Tel: 770077 (773031 emergencies only)
Curate: Revd Judith Wells
email: judithwells36@googlemail.com
Tel: 770627
Wardens
Sandra Horsnall:
Jane Smith:
770157
772422
Administrator: Rosie Harris
administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages in the
centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister: Revd David Perkins
Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 8LT
Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Priest: Revd Father Lucas
Tel: 852366
Rodrigues
Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon,Tues,Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest: Father Michael Robertson Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church
Services: Holy Days 7.00pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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Welcome to the tenth edition of Purton Magazine to be published during Covid-19
restrictions. Visit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk for previous issues and our
advertisers’ database for local businesses.We welcome submissions for publication
in the next edition. The copy deadline for the February issue is the 10th January
please email mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
Purton Magazine committee: Avril Ainscough,
Barbara Compton, John Creasey, Sheila Fowler,
Sandra Horsnall, Francis Sheppard, Richard McCarthy.
Designed by: Heather Ponting-Bather, In Touch Design & Print, Purton.
Printed by: Hulbert & Woodall Print, Royal Wootton Bassett.
Advertising enquiries: Richard McCarthy Email: advertising@purtonmagazine.co.uk
Copy & advertising deadline: 10th of each month, please to: Purton Magazine,
c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton SN5 4AR
Tel: 01793 772954 email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
Distribution & Delivery enquiries: Sandra Horsnall 01793 770157
Email: distribution@purtonmagazine.co.uk
Other enquiries and comments for the committee to:
The Secretary, 45 Ringsbury Close, Purton SN5 4DF
Also online at www.purtonmagazine.co.uk © 2004-2021
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From the Editors

With all the extra efforts and working against the clock, we do hope (and plan) that this
edition reaches you before Christmas – not least so that your magazine committee can
wish all readers, distributors and advertisers a very happy Christmas and an infection
free New Year. As mentioned in the December editorial, we only had 7 working days to
prepare, produce, proof and print our regular 1000 copies – and printing usually takes
five of those working days alone! We can only apologise if a few contributions have not
reached us in time and if your copy doesn’t reach you in time.
Maybe we also ought to expand those apologies because many of the items this month
are either brain teasers or those sometimes scurrilous attempts at humour (note
the spelling) which are included to help readers through these shortened Christmas
celebrations. Maybe in years to come, a quiz question might be asking in which year was
the 12 days of Christmas concertinaed into just five days and surely we will remember
this Christmas of 2020 for many years to come.
So to the brain teasers. Firstly we are again indebted to the Purton & District Gardeners’
Guild, this time for the Christmas Trivia Quiz on page 23.We have ‘hidden’ the answers
on a different page to avoid any cheating! Then we have on page 30 our third 6-word
crossword, again just for the fun of it with no prizes and answers withheld until the
February issue.
The internet often spreads those quips and quotations that are sometimes funny and
never very serious although they can often bring a chuckle or smile. As a service to
our readers and especially at this disjointed Christmas time, we have started another
collection, this time called Magazine Memes and would be delighted to receive your
favourites to share in future issues.
Christmas would not be Christmas in this country without the Queen’s message. On
page 52 we reproduce a spoof Queen’s message to “the citizens of the United States of
America” written at a time of their last Presidential election. Others this month include
what medical experts might think about easing Covid restrictions page 52 and some
Ancestors’ Commandments on page 39.
We leave you this month with some ‘hindsights’ on page 59, listing some quick reflections
from the Committee on the past year which we send with our best wishes for 2021.

???

How many presents
would you receive from
the 12 days of Christmas?
– see page 24

£200

Profits from the sale of
Christmas cards for St
Mary’s Church Renewal
project – see page 32
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24%

Of the world’s land area
came under the British
Empire in Victorian times
– see page 41

Purton Parish Council News

Welcome to 2021
The Parish Council is hopeful that with current government news and
vaccination roll outs, we will see a positive impact on our community
and the lives of those nearest and dearest. A healthy, happy New Year
is wished for all. Please continue to stay safe and if we can help in any way, please do
not hesitate to call the office, email or write.
Projects Update
Sadly due to the restrictions in place and the inability to progress many projects
within the community, we have agreed through budgets to continue with the
following projects for 2021/22 and added a few new ones to the mix.
Website Redesign (20/21) – This project is nearing completion and we should see
a new website redesign meeting changes in government guidelines for accessibility
by early March 2021.
Speed Indicator Devices – This project has been delayed due to the requirements/
suitability of specific roadside furniture to attach the devices. Our current lampposts
are now deemed unsuitable. We are working behind the scenes with Wiltshire
Council and the Community Area Transport Group to progress this and we aim to
have installed devices during 2021 in key three locations (i)Widham/Station Road,
(ii) High Street, (iii) Restrop.
Hayes Knolls/Crosslanes Temporary Junction Closure – After three years of
Community Area Transport Group discussions and professional highway expert
reports,Wiltshire Council Royal Wootton Bassett and Cricklade Area Board agreed
at their meeting held during November, that the best course of action was to
close this junction for a temporary period of 12 months which was voted on and
accepted by the majority. We are currently waiting to hear from Wiltshire Council
as to timescales. Access to properties and businesses will still be available but not
through the Hayes Knoll/Cross Lanes junction.
New Burial Land (Church End) – This project is still ongoing with a pre-planning
application submitted.
Dementia Friendly Community – We as a Council and community are committed
to making Purton a Dementia Friendly Community and will continue in our quest.
Safer Crossing at Church Street – Plans are still underway to aid the safety of
those crossing from Church Street to the footpath that leads to the schools for
safer access. Due to COVID this project has been delayed but will be picked up in
the 2021/22 scheme of works.
New Office Space for Parish Council – This project is ongoing and will continue
throughout 2021/22.
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07887724399
Matthew Scott NCH
Delicious
Delights
Garden & Landscape Services
Catering for weddings,
Including Fencing, Decking,
parties and corporate
groups.
Patios & Walling

Also available:Clearance & Turfing
Wedding,
Celebration & All
Birthday
Free Quotations,
JobsCakes
Considered

MCFHP, MAFHP

NOW AVAILABLE IN PURTON

KatherineMobile:
Young 07909 671501
t: 01793 770486
e:cyoung65@btInternet.com
Tel/Fax:
01793 772986

02/21

 In Home Estimates
 In House Repair
 All repairs guaranteed

For allDomestic
aspects Rewire
of Garden Care,
PilatesMaintenance
ClassesWiring
runningforinand
Purton
(Thursday evenings),
Extensions
Renovation.
Cricklade & Cirencester.
(Must
be
booked
in advance).
Electric Storage Heating
Contact
Toby
Hanna Somatics
Movement
Classes
is a movement
Extra
Sockets
and
Lights practice
City
& muscles
Guildsthrough
qualified)
to relieve(RHS,
chronically
tight
slow, gentle and
Security Lighting
mindful movements. Classes run monthly.
01793
778069
/ 07972 250878
Tel: 771084
Visit my website www: total-lifestyle-coaching.co.uk or
greenmanngardens@gmail.com
Mobile:
07743
email: Shauna.wheeldon@gmail.com128222
Tel: 07717 560296

04/21

TV Tuning & Set Ups

Tel:
01793
812738

or visit www.highworthfootcare.com
for more information

PILATESGarden
& HANNA
M. LAWRENCE
Green
Mann
MOVEMENT
ELECTRICALSOMATICS
CONTRACTOR
Services
17 Vasterne
Close, Purton
Shauna Wheeldon

TV & VIDEO REPAIRS
GOGGLEBOX
TV & VIDEO
REPAIR
SERVICE

01793 936845 / 07741 457860

11/21

02/21

Catherine Clark, BSc (Hons)

Treatment of hard skin, corns, fungal nails,
thickened and ingrown nails plus routine
toe nail cutting and filing in the comfort of
your own home

Served from our doorPruning,
to your table

l

Do you need Finance & Admin Support?
Business growing and don't have the time or experience?
We are qualified accountants with over 20 years’ experience in industry.
Providing day to day tasks such as invoicing, data entry & bank reconciliations
Dora’s
to budgeting & forecasting. Regular weekly or monthly
support to Dairy
one-off tasks
or projects. Contact us today to find out how we can support your business.

Contact
Williams
07914835772
77Sadie
High
Street,
Raw and pasteurised milk
or e-mail:
sadie@harwoodandpartners.co.uk
Purton, SN5 4AB

Quarry Farm,
The Hyde, Purton,
Swindon,
Plumbing
SN5&4EAHeating
• Bathroom/kitchen
Web: dorasdairy.co.ukrefits,
• Central heating systems.
Email: dairymaid@dorasdairy.co.uk
Free quotations/estimates.
Tel: 07453 348560
Emergency
callouts.

01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk
Quality Builders
MARK MANNING

L

Neil Farr

12/21

Tel 07980 309877

manningmarka@sky.com

02/21

Garden walls • patios • drives
• pointing • plastering • roofing
• new chimneys built and repaired
• extensions • loft conversions
Alterations & free advice.

gs
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Foot Health Professional
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Tel: 01793 526207
Mob: 077 99 59 57 01

or e-mail: sadie@harwoodandpartne

Wessex Construction

Chimney
hair by
Mechanics
al Ltd

NigelExtensions,
B Butler Limited
Renovations
Quality Builders
Chartered Certified Accountants

Kitchens,
Bathrooms
MARK
MANNING

Accounts, Tax Advice, Payroll Services,
Self
Assessment, Sole
Replacement
& Partnerships
Garden
wallsDoors
• Traders,
patios
•Windows
drives
& Limited Companies,
•Start
pointing
•
plastering
•
roofing
Up & Small of
Business
Specialists
Member
the NHBC

Men,
Childrensweeping,
Chimney
12 HighLadies,
Street,
SpecialisingPurton
Pots,
cowlsin:
& bird-guards,
Proms, Weddings, Balls, etc
Repointing
& stack
repairs,
Hair & 4AA
Hair
Up
SwindonLong
SN5
Nails
by Paula
Stoves,
liners & fireplaces
Lash & Brow Tinting & Shaping
Tel 01793
771022
Wood-burner
installation
Tel: 01793 770951

• new chimneys
built and repaired
Free Initial Consultation
• extensions • loft conversions
Tel: 01793 852121
Alterations
& free
advice.
Tel:
01793
772402
Manor House Enterprise Centre

02/21

07/21

HETAS
registered
Your
Local Purton
hairdresser
ww.purtondentalpractice.co.uk

01793 771782

Full Range of Dental Care
ding Crowns,
Bridges, Veneers
Kaileigh & Guy Tasker welcome you to
hite Fillings & Tooth Whitening

High Street,
Royal
Wootton
Bassett SN4 7HH
Mob:
07767684347
Tel
07980
309877
www.nigelbutler.co.uk

manningmarka@sky.com

GW
WHITE
The Bell Inn,
Purton Stoke

CAdults
A
Rand
PE
N T RY
Serving
award-winning
homemade food & drink
races for
Children
Including • Kitchens
• Roofs

• Renovations
Prevention
& Hygienist
07/21

advised.
Tel: 01793
770434
CallBookings
Gerryareon
01793
770314

www.bellinnpurtonstoke.co.uk info@thebellpurtonstoke.co.uk

p Cooke BDS Gina Cooke RDH

Computer Repair &
Computer Repairs, Sales
& Upgrades
Recycling
Service
For all PC and Mac Repairs

Woodburner Installation
Stoves, liners & fireplaces fitted
Pots, cowls & birdguards
Do yousweeping
have friends or family
Chimney
who lived
in the village but
Stack
repairs
have
moved
HETAS
registered
Purton
Baby
& away?
Purton Magazine is available online!
Toddler Group
Each
issue is uploaded around the
Every Tuesday and Thursday
middle at
of the
month,
and all
previous
Purton
Village
Hall
editions
the magazine
are available.
9am of
- 11am
(term-time
only)
CLIFFORDS
So
wherever
youallare
infrom
the world,
Many
toys for
ages
babieskeep
and
BUILDING
SERVICES
toddlers
towith
pre-school
with
up
to date
all the children,
village news!

01793 771782

snack and drinks for children and adults

Extensions
Only £2 per adult per session
www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
07813 352299
Kitchens &Contact:
Bathrooms
All Property Maintenance

g
kin

01/21

• All Carpentry works

Tues-Sat 12-2pm
& 6-9pm, Sundays 12-4pm.
riendly Relaxed
Atmosphere

✰✰ General
Groundwork
✰✰ Brickwork
✰✰ Conservatory
foundations & walls
✰✰ Block paved
driveways & patios

✰✰ Shed or garage bases
✰✰ Shingle drives
& patios
✰✰ Trees felled &
ground clearance
✰✰ Fencing & hedging
✰✰ Logs for sale

Contact Luke on 07766 953975 seven days a week

ANNIE’S DRESSMAKING
First Class and high quality
garment making and
alterations

Red House Club

Whatever your dressmaking needs,
Annie can help!
March
4th. Race Night
ForExperienced
the latest information
visit
dress designer.
our
Facebook
facebook.com/
March
11th.
AutobBand(Live)
Experienced
inpage
all
forms
of garment
making
and alterations, whether it
purtoncommunitycafe/
March
25th. Prada,
Biominal
(Live) Inc.
is
a
precious
orfunction
a favourite
Join us at the Purton Club
room,
80s
Fancy
Dress
party
“George”
from
Asda!
Station
Road
for; freshly
prepared
paninis
and
sandwiches,
cakes, hot and
Also
Curtainshomemade
and soft furnishings
cold seasonal dishes,
barista-style coffee and a
a speciality.
Smartrange
Comfortable
Surroundings
cold drinks.
Give Annieofahot
calland
to arrange
a free,
with Good
Beer meeting
and Good
Company.
no
obligation
to
discuss
email: marynettleton@hotmail.co.uk
your needs.
Tel Mary: 01793 772298,
Home: 01793 771581
Duty
team:07988571215
07498 526872
Mobile:
Quiz
Nights:
every
Sunday 8pm
E-mail: bryantannieliz@yahoo.co.uk

So why not join?

Open all day Saturdays and Sundays
Phone 07493 317709
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New Entrance Signs to the Village – This project has been delayed due to COVID
restrictions and will be picked up in 2021/22.
Proposed Astro Turf Pitch Project at the Village Centre (2021/22) – It has been
agreed and budgeted for an astro-pitch type facility at the small football area to
the side of the play park on the Village Centre. Tenders will be specified and made
available to all early next year.
Community Award 2021
Do you know someone in the community who excels in their quest to give to
others without need of recognition and praise? I am sure we all do. But maybe it’s
now time to recognise those unsung heroes with an award that says thank you. Last
year our community award was presented to Allen Bevington for his work on the
Institute Clock before we changed to a mechanised system. Allen and countless
predecessors would crawl through a small space in the Institute Loft to wind the
mechanism on a weekly basis so the chimes of the Institute Clock would ring loud
and clear.
2020 has been a difficult time for most and we have so many that require our heartfelt
thanks for their generosity and support, so please, nominate the person who you feel
is deserving. Forms are located on our website (https://www.purtonparishcouncil.
gov.uk/News.aspx) or collected from the office, with an appointment. We can of
course post them to you also. Deadline for consideration is February 28th 2021. So
please, get nominating and say thank you to our heroes of Purton. If we are able to
hold face to face meetings in April this award will be presented at our Annual Parish
Meeting.
Round and round and round
Great news. A new roundabout has been installed at Play Close. Apologies that the
works took longer than anticipated, but the weather unfortunately became our
hindrance on this occasion. It’s great to see it being used by the younger generation
in our community.
Donations Available
Does your community group have a new project they wish to undertake? If your
group is of benefit to the people of Purton and financial support is required to start
a project, please contact our offices or complete an application form available on
our website. Our next round of donation requests is February 2021. Please do not
hesitate to contact the Clerk direct for more information. www.purtonparishcouncil.
gov.uk/Financial-Details.aspx
The Rise Trust
The Rise Trust continues to be present in our community every Thursdays from
6–8 p.m. They will engage with youths, talk openly and report any areas of concerns
to the relevant bodies. They will be highly visible in their Rise Trust outfits and
extremely approachable. The Council believes it is important to support vital youth
Page 9

work within our community, please remind your younger family members that Rise
Staff are here to help if they seem them out and about.
The Dingle – Regeneration
You may see our Ground Staff working more regularly in the Dingle in months to
come. We are assessing which trees have been affected by Ash Dieback and will
need to be removed. Signage will be placed and the areas we will be working on will
be cordoned off. If you see this taking place, please keep your dogs on a lead and
stay clear of the area.We anticipate this being a three year programme of works and
will sadly see the majority of trees removed from this beautiful area. We will work
on replacements once we are sure the spores and diseased areas are clear. We have
started a bulb planting scheme in this area to aid the regeneration.
Hall Hire
With the restrictions placed upon us during the second lockdown, we sadly had
to close the Millennium Hall. The Trustees will review this situation in line with
Government guidance as and when permitted. If you are interested in hiring the
Millennium Hall after lockdown, with COVID-19 safety controls in place, please
contact the office or email lesley.miles@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
The Village Hall, due to shared facilities, will be reviewed on a month by month basis
and will reopen when it is safe to do so.
Council Meetings
All meetings will continue to be held virtually until we are advised that we can
return to face to face meetings safely. If anyone wishes to attend, please contact
the Clerk via email or phone and a link will be sent to join the meeting. Our next
meeting is Monday 11th January 2021, full Council meeting.
Councillor Vacancies
We have three vacancies for co-opted Councillors. This opportunity allows you to
be involved in your community, making decisions on behalf of others in an everchanging environment. If you feel you would be suited to this role, please contact
the Clerk for more information.
Approved Planning Applications with conditions
20/04338/FUL Hooks Hill, Purton
The extension, alteration and refurbishment of 25 flats to include
the addition of 4 new dwellings. The proposals also include minor
alternations of the facades and external landscaping works to
include new vehicle parking, bicycle and bin storage and footpaths.
20/04443/CLE Haxmoor Cottage, Cricklade Road, Purton
Certificate of lawfulness of existing use of property as a separate
dwelling house.
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20/09278/FUL

51 Ringsbury Close, Purton
Single storey rear extension and first floor dormer extension.
Full Council details can be found on our website www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Telephone number 01793 771066, email address: deborah.lawrence@
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk We also have Facebook and Twitter accounts.
On our website you can join up to receive regular updates which will keep you
informed of matters happening in and around the village such as planning information,
road closures, etc. Please have a look at the site www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
and sign up today.

Summer & Autumn Hanging
Baskets made to order

Refill your own or new available
Seasonal containers and pots,
Range of seasonal bedding plants
Christmas wreaths
and workshops
Sally Brown: 07773 602162
Email:
sally_br@btinternet.com

Broad
Town,
Dauntsey
and
Broad Town,
Wootton Bassett
and Dauntsey
Tel:
07946
895104
Royal Wootton Bassett
Repair, service and sales : All makes and models
Cylinder, Tel:
rotary and
ride on mowers
: Strimmers
07946
895104
All makes and models

Prompt efficient service : Collection and Delivery service available
Email: info@goldboroughgardenmachinery.com
Cylinder,
rotary and ride on mowers,
www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com
Strimmers,
Hedge cutters, Chain
or find us on Facebook

02/21

Hedge cutters : Chain saws : Rotovators : Leaf blowers
Repair,
sales. etc.
Petrol disc cutters
: Toolservice
repairs : and
Blade sharpening

Find me at Midge Hall Nurseries, Royal Wootton Bassett

M Lawrence

info@goldboroughgardenmachinery.com
www.goldboroughgardenmachinery.com

or find us on Facebook

Elecrical Contractor

12 Church Path, Purton

12/21

04/21

saws, Rotovators, Leaf blowers, Petrol
disc cutters, Tool repairs and Blade
sharpening etc.
Prompt, efficient service. Collection
and delivery service available
Email:

•
•
•
•
•

Domestic re-wire
Wiring for extensions
Electric storage heating
Extra sockets and lights
Security lighting

Tel: 771084 Mobile: 07743 128222
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Pandemics, Brexits and … Planning

In the dark days of COVID-19 and Brexit, we need some light relief. Let’s talk about
planning! Yep, no light relief there either.
I guess many readers have an opinion, and probably not a good one, about our
national planning system that determines what happens in the parish. There is a
new Planning White Paper that seems to make the situation worse. When it was
heralded as “the biggest shake-up of the planning system since 1947” one could be
forgiven for hoping for the best. It is certainly a shake-up but not in the way we
might have wished.
Not a real focus on affordable housing; still a tendency to allow (often substandard) homes through a device called Permitted Development Rights; banking
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Mary
New
Music Tuition
DC
Carpentry

LRAM/ARCM/CERT.ED
All carpentry
work undertaken
Piano Tuition,
Prep,
Test-Diploma-ABRSM
• Doors,
windows
& locks
PROFESSIONAL
CARPET,
• Household
Repairs
• Skirting
& Architrave
and
TCL&for
agesCLEANING
6+
UPHOLSTERY
OVEN
• Internal Doors & Staircases
Aural/Theory/GCSE
Suites
• Rugs&support
•Cladding
Ovens
•Carpets
Fascia, •
Soffit,
Guttering
Stainguard
• accept
Odour
&
Insecticide
Treatments
ableSheds,
to
enquiries
for and
tuition
in
• I’m
Gates,
Pergolas,
Decking
Fencing

Jane Reynolds MCFHP MAFHP

Registered Member of the
British Association of Foot Health Professionals

All your foot care needs

Accountants
and Tax Consultants
Corns, Callous, Nail Infections, Verrucae,
Cracked Heels and Foot Massage

 Accounts Preparation
Home
SoleVisits
Trader&&Vouchers
PartnershipsAvailable
Call
Jane:
07903
210760
 Limited Companies / 01793 330948
 Payroll Administration
 Book-keeping / VAT Returns
 Self Assessment Tax Returns
 Incorporation
DAccountants
e c o r Club
a t iMember
n g
 Sage
I M IClearly
T E D Business®
 Registered LUser

02/21

Ingrowing
Nails,
Nail Cutting,
Partners:
PaulToe
Monk
& Martin
Butler

Flooring
&
Wooden
2021.• Laminate
Students
require
access
to Flooring
an acoustic
Independent
Family
Business
• aGeneral
Maintenance
& Building
piano.
contact
me
to reserve
a space.
ForPlease
free quotation
phone
Phil
Thomas
CallEmail:
for allmary.new@btinternet.com
enquiries
& Free
Quotes
01793
771441
or 07966
100437
email CarpetechCleaning@gmail.com
Tel: 770630
07792
917 924

WALL2WALL

Casa Colina
Costa Blanca

A well-equipped detached villa
3 double bedrooms (sleeps 6)

Complete professional
Telephone:decorating
(01793) 642577
interior/exterior
specialists
Fax: (01793) 487738
www.ekinsonline.co.uk

01793 435141
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www.wall2walldecorating.co.uk
1 Cricklade
Court, SWINDON, Wiltshire, SN1 3EY
FlexibleWiltshire
Hours
to Suit
YOU
Business
Awards
Finalists
2008 &of
2009
Initial Meeting
FREE
charge

Floral Designs for all Occasions

Business Runner Up

Lovely communal pool
Beautiful beaches nearby
First class golf courses
Airports Alicante & Murcia ½ hr
£400 per week
£450

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

11/21

12/21

KEVIN WEST

Telephone: 01793 772552
Mobile: 07731 547995

03/21

Land
Wanted
170 Victoria Road, Swindon

Tel: 522797
170 Victoria Road,
Swindon Tel: 522797
and
at:
7 Lechlade Road,
Highworth
Tel: 764337
252252
Whitworth
Road,Road,
Swindon
Tel: 522145
Whitworth
Swindon
Tel: 522145
www.hillierfuneralservice.co.uk
24 Hour Personal Service

Contact Caroline: 07799 217995
www.colinaholidayrentals.co.uk

Do you have
any land
PILATES
Improve
posture,
flexibility,
mobility and
which
may
be suitable
strength with this unique exercise programme.
for development;
PURTON
- Silver Threads Hall,
Thursdays 6.30pm & 7.45pm
gardens, old yards,
Classes also held in Cricklade, Siddington, Cirencester.
fields
orbooked
paddocks?
Classes
must be
in advance as
numbers are limited.

Please contact Shauna Wheeldon on
Ring 07770
760219 or Email:
01793 752353
gsbricklaying@outlook.com
or Email:
shauna.wheeldon@gmail.com
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of permissions to build by developers who then cry that there is no land available
to build on; building developments in locations that promote car dependency and
policies that are out of sync with current climate change thinking.
So, where does that leave us with our Neighbourhood Plan? A good question. It
seems that the hoped-for longevity of the Plan is now somewhat shorter than
originally intended. In fact, the Government now says that if the planning authority
cannot prove that there is five years’ worth of land available on which to build
houses then the Plan has little value. Currently, Wiltshire Council is still figuring out
whether or not it has such a five-year supply.
The plan took quite a while to develop, a few years in fact. Probably a bit longer than
it should have taken but it ended up being quite a benchmark that Wiltshire Council
shared with other parishes. Having said that, it was pretty exhausting and I think
everyone was glad when it was all over. We then went through the referendum and
it was approved so that it could be actively used.
So, we thought that that would have been it for at least a while. Unfortunately,
not. It seems that really, we have to write another one to ensure that the kind
of development that we want in the parish is the kind of development that gets
permitted by Wiltshire Council. Much of the technical work that went into our
current neighbourhood plan is still valid in the sense that the information and
the scoring methods that we used are still fine. However, it will need refreshing,
particularly looking at any potential new sites or sites that are no longer potentially
available.
As before, at each step there will be ample opportunity for getting stuck in and
helping. But….
… going back to what the White Paper is saying, the Government will impose
mandatory, top-down housing numbers which Wiltshire Council will have no choice
but to accept. Fortunately, we are not in the new ‘Growth’ and ‘Renewal’ zones,
where developers will automatically get outline planning permission. However, Local
Plans will no longer have development management policies, so planning applications
in our area will only be judged against national policy. The only opportunity to say
much will be a six-week consultation every five years to comment on zoning and
design codes. The top-down housing numbers and zoning might spell the end for
Neighbourhood Planning so we will have to see. The requirements for new homes
to be zero-carbon will be pushed back to 2050 so undermining national efforts
regarding climate change. Not so much to look forward to after all.
The only thing that is certain is that we will still be talking about pandemics, Brexits
and planning this time next year. Happy New Year!
Richard Pagett
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Purton & Green Gable Surgery PPG

Donations for the PPG
As you know we are currently unable to do any
fundraising and we would like to thank those who have donated to our PPG funds.
If you would like to make a donation to the PPG please make cheques payable to
‘Purton Patient Participation Group’, with the cheque being taken into the surgery.
Please label your envelope: ‘For the attention of Kai Howard’.
Thank you
This past year has been extremely busy for our surgery, all staff have been working
under very different and stressful circumstances and we’re sure you will all join us
in thanking everyone for all they have done and continue to do. We do appreciate it.
As always, your support for our work to both inform and support patients and the
practice is much appreciated. If you know of anyone who would like to be included
in our email list (all sent bcc) then please ask them to contact via groupforpatients@
gmail.com
Serving patients in Purton, Cricklade & surrounding communities
Sheila Fowler, Secretary, Purton PPG

Thank you for Putting out a Chair in a special place

Thank you to all who have sponsored a chair in honour of a family member or friend
for our renewed church building. Dedications have included those to partners and
other loved ones who have died – both recently and during years passed. New births
have featured and memories of weddings and baptisms noted. It is surprising how
far this magazine reaches. And names with historic links with
the village feature once more amongst its present members.
There are still chairs available to be sponsored so if anyone
would like to join those who have done so already, with
or without a dedication, please either email renewal@
stmaryspurton.org.uk or phone 770171. A simple form
for your dedication wording will then be sent to you. The
contribution, which includes a small donation towards the
renewal of the floor on which the chair stands, representing
£170 for a chair with a dedication plaque or £140 without,
can be paid either with order – or billed at a later date.
As we begin a new year – one during which we look forward to
the reopening of our Parish Church building – we are grateful
for the help of all who have contributed towards making
names within it known to our many visitors, worshippers and
other users of the building.
David Martin – Co-ordinator for Chairs’ Sponsorship, St Mary’s Church
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Purton & District Age Concern

Reflections
Christmas 2019 – I have been looking through my notes from last year at this time,
when I was reporting on our various Christmas parties we had organised and how
successful they had been. It is a busy, yet rewarding time leading up to Christmas Eve
at the Red House with the carols and hot drinks and mince pies.
That will have to wait until next year now, and we just have to be thankful to have
reached this point with everything that has happened in 2020.We have to rely on the
various vaccines being produced to make sure we can get back to normal in 2021.
We hope that all the retired people in the village enjoy their vouchers and it brings
a bit of light relief. I don’t want to get morbid but this has been such a difficult year
for so many people.
We should be encouraged by the hard work of the various drug companies who
have managed to cut their investigative procedures down into a few months instead
of years and we must make sure we get everybody immunised against this virus as
soon as possible.
We shouldn’t forget the amazing work by the NHS throughout this pandemic and
all the staff that support them in nursing homes and care homes. We should be very
proud of our own surgery for the way they have kept working and how well they
handled the flu jabs.
This village is unique in the way that people give their time and effort for others and
as such we have coped very well, people are being helped by volunteers who have
been doing their shopping, supplying food and generally caring for their neighbours.
I hope that you had a chance to buy some of our Christmas cards, as we managed
to sell all of them and even some we had left over from last year. We didn’t produce
the calendar this year as we felt that because we had no events planned, and didn’t
know when we would be able to start again, it would be futile. We will be producing
one for 2022, and hopefully, it will be a bit special. Photographers get snapping, give
us plenty to choose from.
This just leaves me to wish everybody a Happy and safe New Year from the Purton
and District Age Concern committee, especially to the people who have supported
us this year with donations when our fund raising activities had been zero, and we
look forward to seeing you at our events in 2021, when we are able to run them
safely. Watch this space.
Useful Contacts
If you have a problem or need to speak to anyone about prescriptions, food shopping
or any other topic then the contact numbers you should use, after you have talked to
your street warden, are Peter Berry from Age Concern on 778119, Heather PontingBather from Purton Outreach on 772954 or Debbie Lawrence, Clerk of the Parish
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We are open!

Why not come for a drink
in our new Beer Garden?
Check our facebook page
Red House Club Purton
for the latest
updates
01793 772954
intouchpurton.co.uk

Small Company Formation
Business Start up
CIS
Flexible hours to suit your business

Red House Club
Initial Meeting FREE of charge

Smart, comfortable surroundings
with good beer and good company

Unit F01, Manor
House Enterprise Centre,
mail@intouchpurton.co.uk
Why
not join?
Royal
Wootton
Bassett SN4 7HH

Quiz nights
every Sunday at 8pm.
karen@kvaccountancy.co.uk
Open all day Saturdays
and Sundays.
Tel: 01793 238477
Mob:
07584
260048
Outside
bench
seating.
www.kvaccountancy.co.uk

www.redhouseclubpurton.co.uk

Have you picked up your paintbrush or sketch book during
PURTON WAR MEMORIAL
lockdown? I’m now taking orders for prints and greetings
AND
cards, to sell or send to
familyVILLAGE
and friends. CENTRE
Contact me to
find out more, no minimum order
required. Hall
Community
mail@intouchpurton.co.uk 01793 772954

Recreation Ground

Whatever your design and print needs, get InTouch.
Proud to support Purton FC
during the 2020/21 season.
Come on you Reds!

2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

To Advertise in this space
telephone 01793 770648
⅛ page
¼ page
½ page

12/21

2 College Road, Purton SN5 4AR (meetings by appointment)

Heather Ponting-Bather
BA (Hons) Graphic Design

01793 772954
heather@intouchpurton.co.uk
2 College Road, Purton
Wiltshire SN5 4AR

Paul Thrush
City & Guilds Qualified

£100
£200
£400

 Commercial & Domestic Plumbing
 Property Maintenance
 Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation  Heating Maintenance
 Paint & Decorating

other rates available on application
It’s easier than
ever to find a local
buiness and click
straight through
to its website
or social media
page for more
information.
Visit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk

03/21

01793 772954
@intouchpurton.co.uk

For further information and bookings:
facebook.com/InTouchDesignAndPrint
Telephone 772646

12 Home Ground
Woodshaw
Wootton Bassett
Wilts SN4 8NB

Office: 01793 848122
Mobile: 07784 869277
Web: www.pt-plumbing.co.uk
Email: ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Free Quotations  No job too small  No call out fee

RODENTS
FLIES

WASPS
ANTS

N.W.D.S. PEST CONTROL
05/21

ther Ponting-Bather

Small Function Room
October to March)
01793 772954(available
heather@intouchpurton.co.uk
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Mobile:
Office:

07932 119999
01793 770807

01

Flowers for all
occasions

04/21

12/21

Telephone, Swindon
772172

77 High Street,
Purton, SN5 4AB
01793 771869
purtonvets.co.uk

PURTON
VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire

TELEPHONE 772646

12/21

02/21

For further information and bookings

www.boothandson.com
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Council, on 771066. Remember that Purton is a very special village and there is
always somebody that can help and will help.
If You Need It!
Bobby Van – If you need the Bobby Van for replacement batteries or if the smoke
alarms are not working properly then call them on 01380 861155. Please be aware
that there might be restrictions in place at this time. If you are self-isolating and
letting nobody enter your home then you will need to replace your smoke alarm
yourself as they won’t leave one on the doorway. If they are called to replace one,
then they have to do it. Please be aware.
Pheonix – Each month we will mention Pheonix, previously known as Bradies, as
they will continue to cover the Purton area. This is a free transport service on your
bus pass.You need to ring 01249 890794 to book with them. Remember if we don’t
use it, we lose it!
Website – Visit our dedicated website – www.purtonageconcern.com – to find all
the details you need about our contacts, events, news and links to other websites
in the area. We also have a Facebook and Twitter account which can be found at
Facebook: purtonageconcern and Twitter: @Purton_ AC. Please visit our social
media sites and let us know what you think.
We still have a couple of wheelchairs and some walkers, also crutches and walking
sticks, so if you think you might need any of these at any time then ring me on 778119.
Peter Berry

We Record …

Funeral at Kingsdown Crematorium
17 November 2020 Hazel Margaret Mills (87)
Funeral at North Wiltshire Crematorium
25 November 2020 Maureen Valentine Austin Quincey (83)
In memoriam
To Jake, remembering you on your 30th birthday, 3rd December.
‘We thought of you today, but that is nothing new
We thought about you yesterday and will tomorrow too
We think of you in silence and make no outward show
For what it meant to lose you, only those who loved you know
Remembering you is easy, we do it every day
It’s just the heartache of losing you
That will never go away.’
Remembered with love
Norma Charlesworth who would have been 80 years old this Christmas Day.
Love John and Sam.
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Ten Years Ago...

Weather-wise, January must be the gloomiest part of the
year. So what did Purton Magazine kick off with a decade
ago? Notice of an eclipse. That was all that was wanted,
except for the fact that it was linked to the bicentenary
of the distinguished Purtonian and Astronomer Royal,
Nevil Maskelyne. The museum pitched in as well with a
description of its heliographic survival mirror.These were
used in wars in Africa in the 19th century for sending January 2011
45p
light beams and/or Morse code over distances, though
this example dates from World War II. Another thing we
have lost with the advent of the mobile phone.
At a time of year when Christmas festivities have passed and preparations for the
New Year are underway, this was doubly the case for St. Mary’s Church. Having been
without a Vicar for many months in January 2011, the congregation was expecting
the go-ahead for a replacement part-time one. In December, the diocese had turned
round and said this was no longer possible as one would cost 96% of a full-time
post. To an old accountant like myself, this is bizarre. But the Church of England
moves in mysterious ways and, with a shuffling of paper and creative work on the
housing allowance, eventually approval was forthcoming.
This column has been following the economic progress since the banking crash of
2008. Usually it is concerned with the effects of austerity, but in Purton Magazine
there was an article submitted by the local Credit Unions, offering modest loans to
those in hardship at a fraction of the interest charged by (to be polite) commercial
lenders. Today, one fears that their resources may soon be called upon again.
The A-Z of Purton had reached letter E. Somehow, it was an excuse to write a lot
about cricket. It also noted that it received about 72 e-mails a month. I think most
folk would be grateful to have to wade through so few.
Finally – Picture of the Month. A line of children stretching into the distance and
crossing a snow-covered field under grey skies as they transferred from the school
to the church during the former’s alterations. Are our children as hardy today?
Bulb Planters
at Berriman’s
Wood - see page
photo: Sarah
Stebbing, Wood
30.
land Trust

Prayer for Purton

This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works
in: Pavenhill, Upper and Lower Pavenhill, Paven Close, Bunce Court, Gleed Close, (and from
Ridgeway Farm) Cob Hill, Saxon Mill and Cowleaze.
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Treasures in the attic!

Every year, about this time, I get out some of the family treasures including Granny’s
old silver teapot, the little clock that my Auntie gave me which never worked, a
stamp collection and a handful of old coins including a Queen Victoria 1869 silver
threepenny bit. I give them a bit of a Christmas polish, if needed, check them over
and then put them away again until next time!
But this winter, with the pandemic making us focus on our lifestyles, our mortality
and our priorities, I have decided no longer to hide these things away but to do
something outlandish and sell them (with full permission of my family and siblings)
to raise money for our lovely St Mary’s Church.
You see, St Mary’s is being brought up to standard so that it is suitable for use for
the next 100 years! It is such a wonderful building… and nothing will change on
the outside, but inside… well…. just wait and see! It is a hugely expensive Renewal
Project, costing many hundreds of thousands of pounds, and we still have some way
to go if we want the Church ready for use by Easter. It’s going to be so exciting when
we see the Church welcoming people in again.
Do you know, I think that my Granny would be delighted to know that her silver
teapot has helped in the fundraising. So… if anyone else wants to take the plunge
and donate some treasures to the Purton Church Renewal fund now is the time…
especially things that are never actually used… things that are just kept safely in a
drawer, or cupboard, or in a box in the attic!
None of my children are interested in stamps and my siblings say the tea from the
pot tasted of silverglit polish!
I’ve just found out that a ladle I used to use for soup… in the days when we cooked
soup by the gallon…is silver and is worth quite a bit, so I shall add that to the list as
I never use it these days, and nor would any of my children.
Anyone wanting to discuss this further please do call me. I’ll go and seek advice and
possible valuations if that would help. And even a Victorian silver threepenny bit may
help to reach our funding target!
Libbie: 771018

Church Floodlighting

As you will know St Mary’s Church is now closed whilst work is being carried
out on the Renewal scheme. We are hoping that the Church will open again in
time for Easter 2021.
This means that there will be no floodlighting until further notice. If you would still like
a loved one or special occasion remembered, please send a short dedication to Purton
Magazine (contact details on page 4) for inclusion in the ‘We Record’ section.
Please contact Libbie 771018 if you need further explanation.
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WHO can you trust to fix your washing machine quickly?

09/21

Repairs and servicing
Repairs
& Servicing
to all
to
all leading
makes
leading
makes
of
of washing machines,
Washing Machines
including:
Hoover,&
Tumble
Driers
including
Hotpoint & Bosch
Hoover, Hotpoint ury

tb
• Te
ster Swindon
ence
•
• Cir ingdon ricklade gh
u
r
• Fa rton • C arlboro
• Pu ury • M
b
lmes
• Ma

D&M SERVICES
Established 1975







HOTPOINT
Siemens

45
42 years experience

Full
of Siemens/Bosch
Full range
of range
Hotpoint/Bosch
washing
Small family business
machines at
at Superstore
superstore Prices.
prices.
machines
Same day - next day service
Free delivery,
installation
&
Including
delivery,
installation
Free telephone quotations
removalofofold
oldmachines.
machine.
and removal
All work guaranteed
Call
Call Now
now to
to compare
compare our
our Prices
prices
DIY Parts Service

SWINDON 01793 613079

No VAT

COMPTON WELDING

est. 1969

121 Upham Road, Old Walcot, Swindon SN3 1DP

8 Station Road, Purton

STEEL FABRICATIONS
GATES & RAILINGS
JULIETTE BALCONIES

WROUGHT IRONWORK
FIRE ESCAPES
SITE WELDING ETC.

email: info@comptonwelding.co.uk
www.comptonwelding.co.uk

12/21

TEL (01793) 770742

Greg & Vicki would like to welcome you to

The Bell Inn
Purton Stoke

Serving food:
Tues - Sat 12-2pm & 6-9pm
Sunday 12-3pm
SBank
General
S Boiler servicing and replacements
HolidayPlumbing
Mondays 12-2pm
01793 770434

S Full Central heating
www.bellinnpurtonstoke.com

S Upgrades
S System maintenance S Power flushing

TreeBased
Surgeons
( Cotswold
07810 488827
in Purton

02/21

Qualified tree care specialists. Established in 1979
✉ darran@dsplumbingheating.co.uk

For the best in tree care
facebook.com/DSPlumbingHeating
• Pruning • Hedges • Planting Schemes • Care of veteran trees
: www.dsplumbingheating.co.uk
• Dangerous trees removed
• Advice and surveys • Maintenance contracts
• Domestic tree work • All our wood chip is recycled
Tel Keith Mills 01793 771742 www.cotswoldtreesurgeons.co.uk553065
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Purton
& District
Gardeners’
Purton
& District
Gardeners’
GuildGuild

December
beingattendance
a ‘meeting at
free’
the Gardeners’
Guild
There
was a good
ourmonth,
first meeting
of the new
yearreport
which
began
brief AGM
whenwould
Moira normally
White, ourhave
chairperson,
for with
the aJanuary
magazine
taken thepresented
form of aa
review
of the previous
year’s
activities.
reminder
to members
of the
AGM and American Supper at the end of
On
behalf
of
members,
Moira
expressed
grateful thanks
to topics
David Herbert
and Laura
the month and a preview of some
of the speakers
and their
for the coming
year.
Comley who have now resigned from the committee after many years service.
no AGM
January
and what
of speakers?
Well
very
TheWell
business
sidefor
of the
AGM2021
completed,
Moira
introduced
ourthinking
speaker,I was
Alanbeing
Holland,
speakers
this year
becausebased
of the
restrictions,
all bar
whoorganised,
had joinedasusI cancelled
to speak on
the subject
of TWIGS,
at virus
Manor
Garden Centre,
one, Manor,
were happy
to be re-booked to a corresponding date in 2021. Sorted I thought,
Cheney
Swindon.
He
by explaining
(Therapeutic
in Gardening
in Swindon)
butbegan
we all know
about thethat
bestTWIGS
laid plans,
and so fromWork
January
the cancellation
process
wasbegins
formed
in 1997
a local
who realised
theasbenefits
that working
with nature
again,
albeitbyonly
untillady
a vaccine
allows life
we remember
it to resume.
could bring to people experiencing mental health problems including depression,
As allschizophrenia
is quiet on the
front
I thought time for a Christmas quiz. I know,
anxiety,
andgardening
personality
disorders.
IPart
know,
it’s
the
January
magazine
but
most
us will and
be receiving
this just Trust,
before
funded by Swindon Borough Council,of Zurich
the Community
Christmas
Day
so
settle
back
and
enjoy.
Celebrate
the
season.
Best
wishes
to
additional income for TWIGS is generated from sales (plants and crafts), donations and
everyone
a happy,
healthy
2021.
earned
incomefor
from
contracts,
whilst
‘Friends of TWIGS, their volunteer led fundraising
arm, brings in approximately £30,000 per annum byMargaret
way of the
Olive Tree
Café770906
in the
Goodall,
Secretary
garden centre.
Your
Christmas
We
learned
that a Trivia
team ofQuiz
paid staff (1 full time, 5 part-time) and 27 independent
volunteers
support
service
userscard
currently
registered.
1. In which
yearthe
was80-100
the first
Christmas
created?
Alan
explained that the aim of TWIGS is to give people with mental health issues
a. 1833
the b.
chance
1843 to regain confidence and self-esteem and to learn new skills in a safe
environment,
c. 1853 so acting as a stepping stone to recovery, further education or work.
This is achieved via the wealth of resources available including a large garden site,
d. 1863
nursery area, craft studio, kitchen, café and organic allotment site.
What Christmas
achievement
was Edward
known for?
A2.‘Wildlife
garden’, the
‘Potager garden’,
the Johnson
‘Physic garden’
and the ‘Path of Life
garden’
are
among
eleven
themed
gardens
open
to
the
public from 10.00-3.30pm
a. Invented the first Christmas cracker
Monday,
Wednesday
Friday.
The ‘Path of life’ garden features a serpentine path
b. Invented
the firstand
glass
bauble
running through a garden planted using colour, texture and habit which reflects and
c. Invented the first Christmas jingle
evokes a mood. This symbolises the journey that people have to make from crisis to
d. Invented the first electric tree lights
recovery.
The
obvious
benefits
of working
nature
were instrument?
highlighted, on the video Alan
3. The
carol Silent
Night
was first with
played
on which
showed
as
part
of
his
presentation,
with
one
service
user
saying ‘While I’m working in
a. A flute
the b.
garden,
the
garden
is
working
on
me’
and
another
enthusiastically
stating ‘This is
A guitar
a little
bit
of
heaven
on
earth’.
c. A piano
To conclude, Alan highlighted the positive soft outcomes for clients. These include
d. An organ
social interaction, motivation, creativity, concentration and communication skills whilst
Which of the
following
a Santa Clausvoluntary
reindeer?work, supported work, practical
hard4.outcomes
result
in paid isemployment,
skillsa. and
certificated training.
Comet
Pete
Berry offered a vote of thanks to Alan for his professional presentation offering
b. Dare
us such
an informative background to TWIGS and what it means to the community.
c. Lancer
Our
next meeting will be on Tuesday, 28 March at 7.30pm in Silver Threads Hall
d. Racer
when our speaker will be Dr Keith Ferguson who will be entertaining us with a talk
5. How
many presents
would
you receiveThe
from
The 12 Days
entitled
‘Flowers,
Flamboyant
to Demure’.
competition
will of
beChristmas?
‘5 Daffodils’. New
a.
324
members and visitors may be assured of warm welcome.
b. 344
MARGARET GOODALL, Secretary, 770906
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c. 364
d. 376
6. What is Black Friday in the United Kingdom?
a. The most common night for last-minute Christmas shopping
b. The most common night for office Christmas parties
c. The most common night for Christmas driving accidents
d. The last payday of the month before Christmas Eve
7. Which US state was the last to declare Christmas a legal holiday?
a. Arizona
b. Oregon
c. Utah
d. Oklahoma
8. Before it became a cake, what was Christmas pudding originally?
a. A fruit pie made with mulled wine
b. A soup made with raisins and wine
c. A porridge made with berries and ginger
d. A savory pie made with raisins and rum
9. What the heck is Christmas creep?
a. Special decorative flower grown for Christmas
b. Name for the holiday stress people experience
c. The period retailers start their holiday push
d. The term the media use to describe holiday-related suicides
10. England had how many white Christmases in the entire 20th century?
a. 3
b. 7
c. 9
d. 12
11. Tinsel comes from the Old French word ‘estincele’ which means what?
a. Sparkle
b. Twinkle
c. Shine
d. Icicle
12. What was the first name of Mrs Claus?
a. Clara
b. Maud
c. Jeannie
d. Gertrude
13. What’s a snow baby?
a. A miniature snow globe
b. Figurine depicting Christmas
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c. A music box that plays carols
d. A special festive teddy bear
14. Who’s the primary present giver in Italy?
a. Befana
b. Arana
c. Juliana
d. Elana
15. Who introduced the Christmas tree to England?
a. Winston Churchill
b. Prince Albert
c. King James I
d. Queen Victoria
16. What was the original name of the carol Jingle Bells?
a. Jingle All The Way
b. Dashing Through The Snow
c. One Horse Open Sleigh
d. What Fun It Is To Ride
17. North American children put out stockings at Christmas. What do Dutch
children use?
a. Shoes
b. Plant pots
c. Money boxes
d. Knitted hats
18. Who are Spoon Licker and Door Sniffer?
a. Names rejected from The Grinch
b. Names of some of Iceland’s Santas
c. Banished elves from German folklore
d. Original names for Snow White’s dwarves
19. Who wrote the score for The Nutcracker?
a. Mendellson
b. Mozart
c. Holst
d. Tchaikovsky
20. Which country says ‘Maligayang Pasko!’ at Christmas?
a. Philippines
b. Malaysia
c. Indonesia
d.Vietnam
Answers can be found towards the back of this magazine.
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ASPEN FENCING SERVICES

chartered accountants, business advisers and more…

12/21

We produce a complete range of quality,
affordable fencing solutions, tailored to your
individual size and style requirements
Fencing • Gates • Sheds • Pergolas • Decking

Tel: (01793) 778180
CRICKLADE SCHOOL OF MOTORING

KEITH WALKER

12/21

Dept. of Transport Approved
Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction
Holder of Diploma In Advanced Instruction
(Class 1 - Gold)
EST 1977
Learner and Advanced Tuition
Purton and surrounding areas
Theory Test Training
Tel: 751368
01793
TEL:
and709883
709883

Chartered accountants
Business advisers
Chartered
tax advisers
THE GARAGE DOOR
Independent
nancial advisers
SPECIALIST

Over 2,000 passes

www.crickladeschoolofmotoring.co.uk

Active Movement
Purton Therapy

Paws

Yoga and Massage

Classical Yoga & Woman’s Wellbeing Yoga,
Do you need your dog walking?
Meditation & Mantra, Yoga Philosophy, Wheel of
If so contact me ‘Jenny Kinnett’ to discuss
the
Workshops,
Hanna
whatYear
services
I can offer you.
TheySomatic
include: Movement
Sessions.Sports Massage, Indian Head Massage,
Up to one hour’s dog walking per session
Aromatherapy, Ayurvedic, Deep Tissue
Variety of exciting walks
Jenny:
Doggie01793
cuddles 759192/07896 027016
For further
information
facebook
page ‘Purton Paws’.
115
High contact
Street,
Cricklade
Phone: 01793 772394 Mobile: 07876 598569
www.activemovementtherapy.co.uk
Email: jennykinnett@gmail.com

Find
out what
makes
•SPARES
•REPAIRS
•SERVICE
•REPLACEMENT
Morris Owen
more

01/21
12/19

than just accountants

www.garagedoorspecialist.co.uk
Contact Jenna Wheeler on

S. A. HILES

01793 603900 or email

Plumbing and Heating Engineer

jenna.wheeler@morrisowen.com

WE WILL BEAT ANY
WRITTEN QUOTATION

Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity of
non-contentious probate in England and Wales by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered with the Chartered Institute of Taxation
as a rm of chartered tax advisers.

03/21

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE

www.morrisowen.com
Office
- 01793 327018
Mobile - 07884 192523

Families are like fudge
From a dripping
tap
- mostly
sweet
with a
to a new bathroom suite.
Fromfew
a new boiler
nuts Reg. 37954
to a central heating system.
OFFICE: 01793 680263 MOBILE: 07771 922070
EMAIL: sahilesplumbing@yahoo.co.uk
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Bradon Forest School

Cross Country
Our interhouse cross country races took place this term. Here are some of our
Year 7 girls setting off!
Book Buzz
Bradon Forest has been proud to take
part in the Book Buzz initiative run

by the Book Trust for several years. All our
Year 7 students have received a book to
help inspire their love of reading.
New Website
We launched our new website this term.
Check out the new layout at www.
bradonforest.org.uk
Letter to an unknown soldier
winners (pictured left)
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Have you read a book that you will always
remember, either recently or many years ago,
serious or funny, fact or fiction? Each month we are
publishing a review of a book that has meant a lot
to a particular reader, especially the reason why it
was so memorable. Purton Magazine readers are
encouraged to send in a personal review of their
favourite book; it need not be very long. As usual,
the copy deadline is the 10th of the preceding month and our contact details are on Page 4.

A Book I will Always Remember

Putin’s People by Catherine Belton & Red Notice by Bill Browder

I have linked two titles here because both address an ever-present “villain” in
Western European and US lives. My recommendation is that you read Catherine
Belton’s book first to give some background, understanding and insight into the
complexities of modern Russia and the Putin regime.Then tackle Red Notice which
is much more readable in spite of its sinister content
Belton was a financial journalist who for many years covered Russia for the Financial
Times. Her in-depth knowledge of Russia combined with her financial insight enables
her to bring together an incredibly detailed account of how Putin came to power,
not as an “accidental President” as many supposed but as the prodigy of a small
group of Moscow’s inner circle nearly all of whom, including Putin, were ex-KGB.
The group was referred to as the “Siloviki” – Strongmen or People of Force. To
quote from Belton, “The fox was in the henhouse.”
While you may struggle a bit, as I did, to follow exactly the “Who is Who”, Belton
lays out the detail of a national and international network carefully constructed
by the Siloviki which carves up the country’s strategic assets for themselves. They
manage huge slush funds which serve not only their own interests but also the
Kremlin’s international ambitions. One chapter which captures in graphic detail
Russian activity in London (Moscow on the Thames) makes for fascinating reading as
it exposes the level of donations to the Conservative Party, Abramovich’s purchase
of Chelsea FC and purchases by several Putin associates of huge London properties.
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It does not stop at London, taking in almost every European capital in Belton’s quest
to “Follow the Money” of a mafia-style government determined to defend some
old-fashioned Soviet values.
To look at one example in detail is to read “Red Notice”. Bill Browder, as the advisor
to the Hermitage Fund (which at one time was one of the largest portfolio investors
in Russia) describes in detail of what can actually happen under such a regime. The
book tracks his early days in a chaotic Russia as he has the opportunity to buy huge
assets for ridiculous prices thereby helping build the most profitable fund in the
world by 1997. Later as a shareholder, Browder, in the pursuit of shareholder rights,
took on Russian majors such as Gazprom and thus fell foul of the regime. In 2005
he was declared a threat to Russian security and deported to the UK.
In Browder’s absence Russian Interior Ministry officials raided his office and those
of his lawyers. Papers stolen from the office were used to seek a fraudulent tax
rebate of US$ 230 Million. Sergei Magnitsky, the lawyer acting on his behalf is
eventually arrested, held and dies in custody. The main thrust of the book being he
was tortured and denied essential medical treatment.
Browder subsequently devotes his life to getting justice for Magnisky. The outcome
is the US Congress passing the Magnitsky Act which freezes assets of those who
may have been involved but indirectly targeted Putin and his inner circle. The EU
passed a similar Act later.
Paul Ballard

St Mary’s Primary School

This term we have been looking at Vibrant Vocabulary. Singer Tracy Chapman
once said “There’s a power in words. There’s a power in being able to explain and
describe and articulate what you know and feel and believe about the world and
about yourself”. We couldn’t agree more! words are immensely powerful. Everyone
at St. Mary’s is striving to become an accomplished vocabulary ninja, pouncing on
every opportunity throughout the day to learn and use new vocabulary.
Understanding mathematical language is crucial to children’s development of
thinking. If children don’t have the vocabulary to talk about division, or time, or
numerical difference, they cannot make progress in understanding these areas of
mathematical knowledge.
A child needs to hear a new word around 4 to 12 times before it is added to their
vocabulary.
We know our Vibrant Vocabulary newsletters will support parents and carers on
this quest to help give the children the best chance in life through having the very
best vocabulary at their disposal. It’s not just about reading, accurate vocabulary
improves children’s abilities in every subject.
Russ Payne, Deputy Head Teacher
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Mini crossword

Here is the third in our series of mini crosswords that are only designed to be a bit
of fun in these darker days.Again there are no prizes but the answers to December’s
puzzle are 1) limescale 2) tepid 3) delight 4) hello 5) spirit 6) solicitor.
1. (across) non – professional (7)
5
2. (across) artistry (8)
1
4
3. (across) worthless (5)
6
4. (down) periodical (8)
5. (down) digital informer (7)
6. (down) impression maker (7)
2
Answers in the February issue. If any
reader would like to create their
own mini crossword we would be
3
delighted to include it in a future
publication. Just to keep things
consistent for the moment there
should only be three words across
and three words down, each with a
maximum of 9 letters. As before we
have taken many of the words from previous magazines but of course there is a
whole dictionary for finding other words. Naturally you can create your shape of
empty boxes with an 11x11 square, perhaps as a table in Word or Excel software –
or simply hand drawn on a piece of paper. Contact details for all contributions can
be found on page 4 and on our website.

News from Royal Wootton Bassett & District Rotary Club

Rotary in partnership with Carers Uk
It is estimated that there are 6.5 million carers in the UK, UNPAID, with an
increase of 4.5 million more since Covid erupted. Some of these carers are
SCHOOL CHILDREN. There are 47,000 carers in Wiltshire alone and 3000 of
them are in Royal Wootton Bassett and district. 65% of people are likely to care
in their lifetime. They are holding families together, enabling loved ones to get
the most out of life, making an enormous contribution to society and saving the
economy billions of pounds.
Rotary UK and Ireland have announced a twelve month partnership with Carers
UK, working together to raise awareness of caring and Carers UK, which is one of
the largest organisations in the country supporting unpaid carers. Rotary Carers
UK will help by spreading the word at a time when many carers are providing
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more than ever due to the current crisis. Connecting with carers and supporting
them is key to our partnership.
November 26th was Carers Rights Day when Carers UK brought organisations
together across the UK to help carers know their rights and to find out how to
get the help and support they are entitled to. Rotarian Linda Clarke is working
hard to encourage Rotarians to become Care Ambassadors in their local areas in
Wiltshire. Our club, the Rotary Club of Royal Wootton Bassett and District has
chosen Carer Support Wiltshire as one of our charities for the year and have
so far donated £250 to the cause and we anticipate an additional amount being
donated before the end of this Rotary year.
If you are interested in finding out more about the work that Rotary is doing with
carers, please see Rotary website www.rotarygbi.org/rotary-great-britain-ireland.
The Carers website is, www.carersuk.org, which will provide help with any issues
for carers arising from the impact of coronavirus and other helpful advice.
Linda Locke, Junior Vice President & Public Relations Officer
Royal Wootton Bassett & District Rotary Club

Purton Post Bag

The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where
space and content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted
for publication without the proper name and address of the
correspondent being supplied. However, these details may be
withheld from publication if requested.
Maureen V. A. Quincey
Graham and family wish to say thank you
for all the kind support and sympathy
shown by wonderful neighbours and
friends and having received so many

Did you miss the December issue of
Purton Magazine?
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Service
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(100+) cards, following the death of
Maureen on 5th November. We are
hoping that it will be possible to have
a memorial service after the Covid
restrictions are lifted.
Graham Quincey
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It’s now available to read online at: www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
along with every issue from the last ten years.
For a printed copy please email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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9.45am
10.30am
7.30pm

Purton Village Diary - January 2021

St Mary’s Church Family Service
Messy Church
St Mary’s Church Communion
United Junior Church
St Mary’s Church Family Service
Messy Church
St Mary’s Church Communion
Purton Historical Society Zoom meeting with Steve Bacon
from the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust
31 Su
9.45am United Junior Church
		
10.30am St Mary’s Church Communion
The St Mary’s online 10.30am church services will continue weekly using Zoom
until further notice.
How to join in the 10.30am Services
Please use this link from 10.20am:
https://zoom.us/j/549593510 (This will be the same link each week)
Meeting ID: 549 593 510
Passcode: 928294
If you do not have a computer/tablet or smartphone, you can use your mobile or
landline
Dial
EITHER		
0203 481 5237 United Kingdom
OR		
0203 481 5240 United Kingdom
Then you will be prompted to enter the Meeting ID: 549 593 510 followed by #
Passcode: 928294 followed by #. Please note that call charges may apply.
The link can also be accessed via the church website: www.stmaryspurton.org.uk
For prayer requests please contact Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith 770077 or Revd Judith
Wells 770627.
For more information visit: www.stmaryspurton.org.uk/
Purton Methodist Church services: Revd David Perkins records a weekly Sunday
Service of Worship which can be accessed on You Tube at any time: www.youtube.
com/channel/UCYZpw6oX_1ef-68tycPGT3Q?

Church Christmas cards

I’m very pleased to be able to report that the sale of the Church Christmas cards
resulted in profits of £200 for St Mary’s Renewal fund. Many thanks to everyone
who purchased them.
Christine Gill
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Purton Village Diary - when life returns to normal

Every week
M
7.00pm
Tu
		
		
W
		
		
Th
		
		

9.00am
12 noon
7.30pm
10.00am
2.00pm
6.15pm
12 noon
2.00pm
2.20pm

F
Sa

10.00am
10.00am

to 8.00pm Purton Village Voices choir practice at the Red
House Skittle Alley (term time)
to 11am Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
Bridge Club at the Red House
to 12 noon Coffee and chat at Silver Threads Hall
to 5.00pm Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)
Purton Youth Club for school years 4-7 at Purton Village Hall
Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
to 3pm Age Concern T’ai Chi at Millennium Hall (term time)
Pram Service for pre-school children at Purton Methodist
Church (term time)
to 11.30am Tea, cofee and cake at The Cedars
to 12.30pm Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)

Every month
1st Wednesday
2nd Wednesday

10.00am Story Time at Purton Library for pre-school children
(except Aug) 2.30pm Methodist Women’s Fellowship at Purton
Methodist Church
2nd & 4th Tuesday 10.00am Purton Probus meet in the Red House lounge
2nd & 4th Tuesday Purton Silver Threads meet at the Silver Threads Hall,
suspended until further notice
3rd Monday
St Mary’s Fellowship of Women at Purton Methodist Church
3rd Tuesday
Royal British Legion meet at the Red House
3rd Wednesday
2.15pm Rhyme Time at Purton Library for babies, toddlers and
their carers
7.30pm 		
Purton Evening WI meet at the Silver Threads Hall
4th Thursday
(September to May) Purton Historical Society meet at 7.30pm
in Purton Village Hall.
If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages, contact
Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton,Tel: 772954 or
email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

Purton United Charities

Under the current circumstances the distribution of funds which normally takes
place on the last Saturday in January will, unfortunately, be postponed this year. A
new date will be advised in due course.
Neil Miles on behalf of the trustees, Purton United Charities
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Purton Historical Society

Purton Historical Society wishes everybody a happy and healthy New
Year following the very difficult months of 2020. We look forward to
when we can all meet safely again at our monthly meetings and events.
A special thank you to Heather of In Touch Design and Print and Tina Wheeler in
the Editorial Office at Lydiard for their hard work in ensuring that our articles are
included in Purton and Lydiard village magazines.
Another special thank you to the committee of the Purton Magazine for keeping
the publication on track right through lockdown and especially for introducing the
electronic version of the magazine. Local businesses can now benefit from being
advertised online. This has made the magazine financially viable and the electronic
version running alongside the traditional hard copy caters for everyone.
The magazines help Purton and Lydiard to continue to be vibrant communities,
through good times and bad.
The Society has ventured into new territory by using Zoom for our meetings.
At the October and November meetings our presenter Joe Wright, transported us
back over a thousand years recounting the early history of our Parish boundaries.
At least 30 participants sitting in the comfort of their own homes were glued to
their screens watching the fascinating changes to our Parish Boundaries over 12
centuries. Details of the talk and maps can be downloaded from our webpage
headed Purton Village.
We look forward to Joe joining us in person at the Village Hall to inspire us with his
further research.
Future Programme – All Meetings On Zoom
Thursday 28th January at 7.30pm - Royal Wootton Bassett Canal –
Steve Bacon
Steve and Heather Bacon chose to move to Royal Wootton Bassett on Steve’s
retirement in 2015 with the aim of having a restored canal behind their back garden.
Steve has researched the history of the rise and fall of the Wilts & Berks Canal and
the North Wilts Canal. He has spent many weekly work-parties getting muddy while
helping to restore and maintain it. He’s also a Trustee of the Wilts & Berks Canal
Trust.
Wilts & Berks Canal opened 14th September, 1810. By 1900, boat movement ceased.
In 1977 a group formed called the Wilts & Berks Canal Amenity Group whose aim
was to totally restore the canal using as much of the original route as possible. The
Zoom meeting will cover the past, how the canal restoration has progressed and
their plans for the future.
Thursday 25th February at 7.30pm - Coleshill House – Liza Dibble
Liza writes,“My new role in the National Trust will be ‘Partnerships and Programming’
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and I will continue to provide support for schools and groups who want to learn
more about the Buscot and Coleshill Estates. I am able to present not only historical
walks and talks but also environmental and estate matters.”
Coleshill House and Village - A story in pictures. Discover the story behind Coleshill
House, its building and design, its alterations and its ultimate downfall.
How did the village and parkland evolve to complement the House?
What happens next as the National Trust plans for the future.
Thursday 25th March at 7.30pm - Society AGM
Saturday, 10th April at 10.00am - Museum Re-opening
Thursday 22nd April 1 at 7.30pm - St Helena and its Airport –
Howard Smith
Thursday 27th May at 7.30pm - Lochs and Legends – Jacky Parker
If you are interested in joining the Zoom Meetings, please email Jim Mosley on
j.mosley1@btinternet.com
Subscriptions for 2021
Membership subscriptions for 2021 are now due, at the same rate, £15, as last year.
They can be paid in cash, or by cheque made payable to “Purton Historical Society”,
and sent to Jim Mosley at 1 Jewels Ash, Purton, SN5 4DW. Alternatively, payment by
bank transfer is possible; the account details are:
Account name: 		
Purton Historical Society
Account number:
00662136
Sort code:		
30-98-41
If paying by bank transfer, please record your name in the reference field on the
payment authorisation. Similarly, if paying by cash, please include a note of your name.
The committee would be very grateful if existing members could renew their
membership as soon as possible.
New members are very welcome; please include a note of your postal and email
addresses with your payment, or, if paying by bank transfer, please email Jim Mosley
at J.Mosley1@btinternet.com with that information.
Circular walk – only one stile which can be avoided by a slight detour
A circular walk can be viewed and downloaded from our webpage or a paper copy
is available on request. There is one stile in the field west of Witts Lane and so to
avoid this, I recommend using Vasterne Hill instead. Some of the fields are very
muddy at present.
Photographs of stiles and kissing/rambler gates, with plaques dedicated to Purtonians,
can be viewed on the Purton Historical Society web page. The Parish Council
welcome offers to sponsor kissing/rambler gates.
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Museum News
The museum is now closed for the Winter Months. The current plan is to re-open
the Museum on Saturday 10th April, 2021. The Cricket Club Bicentenary Exhibition
will remain in place for three months until Saturday 26th June, 2021.
Marion Hobbs, Chairman, email: roy.marion@btinternet.com Tel: 01793 770185
www.purtonmuseumandhistoricalsociety.com
The Purton Historical Society Bulletin, Issue 44, £3
The Bulletin was published in December and some
members and friends bought it for their families as an
Purton Histori
cal Society
extra Christmas gift. The Class of ’64 and the Butter
School have proved to be popular articles while one
elderly relative remembers being taught by Miss
Woodward! Our Museum Curator’s enthusiasm
shines through her report.The Bulletin also contains
the last three pieces my husband wrote for the PHS
before he died so this issue is special. Buy your
copy now from Flawless Floors, Cyclecare, Doreen
Freegard (770178) or contact me in Ringsbury
Close.
The first coronavirus vaccinations were given on
8th December 2020; a highly significant date in
Winter 2020
the history of medicine. By the time you read this
Issue 44
£3
a few of us will have had our jabs! Therefore it is
with confidence that I send my very best wishes
for 2021 – and thank you for supporting the PHS.
Jean Belt, 770331

Bulletin

Memories of VE Day & VJ Day from two Purton contributors

My thanks to all those who not only bought my recent VE Day and VJ Day Memories
booklet, but collected copies from my house, and delivered them to neighbours
in Cricklade and Purton. They had completely sold out by Remembrance Day, and
raised £250 each for the Cricklade Branch of the Royal British Legion, and Cricklade
Open Door. It’s now been suggested that I order more from the printers in 2021
as I already have enquiries from people who missed it. However I would only do
so if I have sufficient pre-orders to pay for another (smaller) print run, so for those
who are interested or would like further details of this Souvenir booklet please let
me know on either 01793 750542 or email mfparsons071@btinternet.com. Copies
are £3.00 each and postage is only £1.40 for either just one or two books bought
together.
In total, 33 people from the local area contributed memories to the booklet from
wherever they were living at the time of VE Day and VJ Day in 1945. They included
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two stories from Purton residents which, together with local and national newspaper
reports, pictures and even advertisements of the day, add up to a fascinating read.
Didsbury and Manchester by Josie Marsh of Purton
I lived at Didsbury which is a suburb of Manchester about six miles from its centre.
On the morning of VE Day I woke up to the sound of our local Salvation Army band
playing in the main High Street.We had been waiting for ages for the announcement,
but didn’t know exactly on which day VE Day was happening until we heard it
confirmed on the wireless early on the morning of May 8th. By this time crowds
had already gathered outside and people were getting tables and chairs out ready
for street parties later on. People were planning to use whatever rations they had
for these, laid out on long tables where all the children would no doubt enjoy jelly
and blancmange later; those were the favourite treats at that time, but the mums
just had to make do with whatever they could get hold of. Right from the word go,
pianos spilled out onto pavements and front gardens for the music, others put on
their wireless sets, and with the Salvation Army band as well they were all making
quite a lot of noise!
That morning I had to work my shift as a telephonist at Telephone House in
Manchester’s city centre. I caught a bus; they were still running on a reduced service.
Even on the bus the passengers were singing ‘The White Cliffs of Dover’ and other
nostalgic songs, and in twenty minutes we had arrived at Albert Square in the badly
blitzed centre. Already people had gathered outside the Town Hall there and the
pubs were open all day.
I made my way to Telephone House, and when I arrived, put in my code at the desk
before entering ‘The Room’ where I worked. This room was so big you couldn’t
actually see one end from the other. There were rows and rows of switchboards all
eight feet high and special chairs with a bar so that you could lift yourself up higher
when necessary. We all wore headsets and used speaking tubes as we plugged into
whichever call we were on. I was in ‘Call Exchange’ which was for trunk calls. There
were other boards for international calls, but we all took local and red phone box
calls as well. We had supervisors for every ten telephonists; there were hundreds
of us as we had to cover a very big area. Every board was ablaze with callers’ lights
the whole time. We were instructed to plug into every light and to announce, ‘fire,
police, ambulance’ only. We were so busy that every time we finished a call and its
light went out another would relight immediately.
I spent my whole six-hour shift there without a break on VE Day, and was glad to get
back to Didsbury by 3.30pm. The street parties were in full swing by then. During
the evening impromptu bonfires were lit in people’s gardens and nearby fields. Some
people were letting off fireworks, everyone left their curtains open with the lifting
of blackout, and all the time the church bells rang. Later, we all went to the pub, but
although it was a day of celebration and rejoicing for many it was not such a happy
one for those who had lost loved ones during the war.
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Postscript: Winston Churchill was in London on VE Day, and we heard later on the
wireless that he spoke to the public through a window in Whitehall. ‘The Victory
is yours’ he said, and the tears were streaming down his face. Everyone was very
moved by this especially as they remembered that the war in Japan was still taking
place and many more would lose their lives before it came to an end.
Purton, Wilts by Edna Bunce of Purton
I remember very clearly as a small child being taken from St. Mary’s School building in
College Road Purton up to the school playing field. We were all carrying little union
jacks and when we arrived we were assembled to form the letters V E – I remember
being in the centre of the letter E, which I thought at the time was because it was my
initial! I had hoped that other people might remember the occasion and hopefully
that there might be photographs around.
Other memories of the war were those which included hearing the air raid warnings
and being ushered into the house for safety! I grew up in New Road Purton and
remembered being taken down to the end of the road to see a huge crater where
a bomb had been dropped on a farm – close to the railway line which I imagine had
been the intended target.
Another clear memory is of my mother having to buy dried egg powder as it was
impossible to buy fresh eggs. Going home from school one lunch time we were
given a banana – a luxury intended only for children but I desperately wanted to
take half of mine to my favourite teacher at the time – Mrs Meadows – but my
mother insisted I couldn’t take her half a banana! Another memory is of sweet
rationing – I seem to remember we were allowed one ounce one week and an
ounce and a half the next week; we would excitedly call into Mrs Lawrence’s shop
in Station Road on the way to school. Obviously everything else was rationed but it
was the sweets I remember most.
Another vivid memory is of being taken from school to the then Purton Institute
clutching our gas masks; mine was a Mickey Mouse one and we were taken upstairs
to the gallery to be fitted with a new one.
DISCLAIMER
Contributions to Purton Magazine are welcome for consideration, the contributor’s
name and address must be supplied (but may be withheld on request). Copyright
must be agreed for publication in this magazine - especially those recognisable in
photographs. Opinions expressed in the Magazine are solely those of the respective
contributors. Contributions are to be written concisely and we reserve the right to edit
contributions and advertisements. Submissions received after the copy deadline will
only be included at the editors’ discretion and if space allows. Articles and information
relating to the Parish of Purton and relevant to its residents, will be given priority.
Advertising is accepted in good faith and does not imply the Magazine’s endorsement
of the product or service.
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The Ancestors’ Commandments

This might ring a bell for anyone who has tried researching their family history...
We all know that God gave the Ten Commandments to Moses, but what is little
known is that written on the back was another list of commandments –
• Thou shalt use the same forenames for each person from every generation,
preferably in every family of every generation, in order to cause the maximum
confusion and befuddlement among thy descendants.
• Thou shalt have two forenames and use them interchangeably in ye olde
records, and under no circumstances wilst thou ever use the two together.
• Thou shalt change thy forename at least once during thy lifetime.
• Thou shalt use every conceivable spelling for thy surname.
• Thou shalt never use the same year of birth. Thou wilt vary it, adding three
here and removing five years there.
• Thou shalt use only the house name and county as thy birthplace, never the
street, village or town.
• Thou shalt wait the maximum amount of time before registering any births or
deaths, or better still thou shalt forget to register them at all.
• Thou shalt not have thy children baptised, but if thou dost, then thou shalt use
a different church for each of thy brood.
• Thou shalt be wedded at a place where neither of thee live.
• Thou shalt not use family members as witnesses at thy wedding.
• Thou shalt completely disappear without trace for at least 15 years of thy
life and wilt then appear in the next county with thy second wife without
having left any trace of the passing of thy first wife, or of the marriage to thy
second wife.
• Thou shalt move between counties at least once every ten years, the week
before the census is due.
• Thou shall make life as difficult as possible for thy descendants to research
thee. Brick walls are best.
• Thou shalt use as many of these commandments as is possible during thy
lifetime, but never all at once.
With thanks to Glenys Bently of Swindon U3A Family History Group who discovered this
in Cheshire Ancestor 2011. (It had been submitted by Richard Todd but she doesn’t know
from where it originated)
Sheila Fowler
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!
OMING SOON

FOLDERS • LEAFLETS • DESKPADS
FLYERS • COMPLIMENT SLIPS
LETTERHEADS • LABELS • BOOKS
BUSINESS CARDS • POSTERS
ENVELOPES •Food:
BROCHURES
BOOKLETS
• CALENDARS
Mon - Sat
12 - 3pm
and now...
and 6 - 9pm
BANNERS
BANNERS
Sundays&3ROLLER
- 5pm bookings
only
Pub Quiz:
Every853849
Sunday at 7.30pm
t 01793
Draw every Monday - 9.30pm
eBottle
info@handwprint.co.uk
Poker Night every Tuesday - 8.30pm

T-SHIRTS &

MUGS COMING SOON

12/21

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY
FROM YOUR HOME OR PLACE OF WORK
• Servicing & MoTs
Brake, clutch & cam belt replacement
• All repairs  New batteries
• Free fit tyres, puncture repair and exhaust centre
• For all makes of vehicle at competitive prices
•

Audi, BMW, Citroen, Fiat, Ford, Kia, Honda, Hyundai, Jaguar, Landrover, Range Rover,
Lexus, Mazda, Mercedes, MG, Mini, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Peugeot, Renault, Rover, Saab,
Subaru, Seat, Skoda, Suzuki, Toyota, Vauxhall, Volvo, VW, all 4WD & Vans.
02/21

!

27 Pavenhill, Purton Tel: 01793 978 180
email: info@royalgeorgepurton.co.uk

For further details without any obligation simply ring:
Chris or Justyn on 01793 814888
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Purton in the time of Victoria

Part 18: At home and abroad - a summing up
In a way, this final chapter has been the most difficult to write, and I’ve started
several times over. Hindsight is a wonderful thing and it is difficult to consider the
morals of another time separately from the modern viewpoint.
What are we to make of the period? Victoria lived for 81 years from her birth as
Princess Alexandrina Victoria of Kent in 1819 until her death as queen in 1901.
During that time she had reigned for 63 years, a record only recently surpassed by
our present Queen Elizabeth II. We still have a monarch – a queen even – so that is
a constant. But these simple facts don’t tell us much.
At Home
Through Victoria’s lifetime, the definition of a constitutional monarchy in Britain
developed. The “republic” established under Oliver Cromwell became a restored
“constitutional monarchy”. But the monarch, from Charles II to at least the latter
years of Victoria, still exercised powers beyond those which we understand today.
Under Victoria, the voting system gave more power to the people through the
House of Commons while the influence of the monarch and the House of Lords
was decreased. In 1867, a British journalist, businessman and essayist Walter
Bagehot wrote in a book entitled The British Constitution that the monarch only
retained “the right to be consulted, the right to encourage, and the right to warn”.
So Victoria’s reign became more symbolic than political. But she mirrored a strong
emphasis on morality and family values onto the nation. This was in sharp contrast
to the scandals that had surrounded her royal ancestors, and which had brought
the monarchy into disrepute. As the middle classes developed and prospered in the
1800s, they identified with the “family monarchy”.
Prince Albert played a major role in change during his short life. His support for
family, industry, commerce, science and welfare led to massive changes in the country.
Britain became a connected nation rather than an assemblage of separated cities,
towns and villages. The new railways and postal services, among others, brought
everyone, and their ideas, together as never before.
Government, both at central and local levels, was set on a course of change that
continues to this day – and still far from perfect. But what were the driving forces?
On the face of it, it appears that some “Enlightenment Force” decided that the
life and influence of the common man should be improved with rights to health,
education and voting.
It might instead be construed that the forces were more prosaic. The French
Revolution and the American War of Independence took place in the early days of
the first Industrial Revolution of the 1700s. The move of labour from the villages to
the towns and cities brought with it a surge in poverty, disease and pamphleteering.
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In Europe, 1848 was the Year of Revolutions with popular uprisings against European
monarchies in Sicily, France, Germany, Italy, and the Austrian Empire. Karl Marx wrote
and published the first part of Das Kapital in 1867 – he predicted that exploitation
of the workers would inevitably lead to revolution and the taking of power by
the “proletariat”; they would overthrow both the aristocracy and the new middle
classes or bourgeoisie.
The Industrial Revolution needed more workers, and pulled the population from
villages into towns. That resulted in ill health from overcrowding and insanitary
conditions and, consequently, working time lost. That drove health reform to keep
factories going. Industrial advances required a more skilled workforce, which drove
education. Education meant the people understood the situation they were in, and
that drove calls for change. In the light of revolution abroad, these dynamics forced
parliament to bring in government reform at local and central levels and changes to
the voting system.
At the national level, in theory at least, any man who was allowed to vote was
also allowed to stand for parliament. But it wasn’t until 1911 that salaries for MPs
were introduced. Before then one would need to be independently wealthy or have
strong backers to be an MP. The 1911 basic MP salary became £400 p.a. – about
£47,500 in today’s money. [Bank of England inflation calculator]
Empire
The British Empire was, in its time, the largest empire
the world had ever known and the strongest global
power. It governed over 412 million people which
was 23% of the entire world population. It covered
24% of the world’s land area, about 13.7 million
square miles (35.5 million km2). The empire spread
to so many points around the world that at least one
of its territories was in daylight somewhere. Hence
it acquired the nickname “the empire where the sun
never sets”.
But I have looked extensively for any sign of legislation
that created an “empire”. Yes Queen Victoria was
proclaimed Empress of India by Benjamin Disraeli in
1877. India had already been an empire, and it had
come under British crown control in 1858. Disraeli’s
intention behind the title was to bind India more
closely to Britain rather to create a formal empire
outside India. The style Emperor of India was held
by all Victoria’s successors until India and Pakistan
(1947), then Burma and Ceylon (1948) gained
independence under George VI. British coins bore
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the style Ind. Imp. (Indiae Imperator - or Imperatrix for Victoria). Pictured.
Most other empires had been formed by a conscious decision of their governments
to acquire territory. This was true of the Greeks and Romans in their day; Spain and
Portugal in the Renaissance; Germany, Austria, Russia and the Ottomans in more
recent times. The British Empire by comparison grew more by accident than design
… or least not by the design of government. It was regulated under the Foreign and
Colonial Office rather than any “Empire Office”.
Materialism, which is perhaps another word for greed, caused men – mostly men –
to acquire territories outside the islands of the United Kingdom, irrespective of the
conditions of the local peoples, so long as there was money to be made. There are
perhaps three ways of looking at what followed:
Firstly – that the British government stepped in to bring some control over monsters
that it had itself unleashed. That is “Not make it worse”.
Secondly – that the government did little to make “British control” improve the
conditions of the local populations. That is “Not make it better”.
Thirdly – that the incomes from the empire funded the improvement of life in the
UK. That is “Make it useful”.
It was also said that if Britain had not annexed the lands of the empire, someone
else would have done so; and with worse conditions for the local inhabitants.
Jeremy Paxman1 writes: “Some of the British behaviour was appalling and some of it was
admirable, but if you had to live under a foreign government, it was better than many of
the other possibilities”.

Picture: Empire Day Parade, Purton 1907, Purton Museum collection.
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Independence of the empire came quickly as Britain could no longer hope to
control it after the Second World War, either politically or economically. As Paxman
concludes: “The British Empire had begun with a series of pounces.Then it marched.
Next it swaggered. Finally, after wandering aimlessly for a while, it slunk away.”
And finally…
Victoria’s lifetime, not simply her reign, saw the creation of modern Britain – for
good or for ill. It also saw the creation of the modern world if perhaps through
a distorted mirror. It created the beginnings of the industrialised, urbanised and
almost democratic society that we know today. Go back to 1901 in Purton and you
would recognise it. Go back to 1819 and it’s unlikely that you would.
The period also changed the ”World Language”, once Latin, later French, into English.
Strange to think that, as Britain prepares to finalise leaving the European Union, the
EU today conducts most of its business in English!
However, we will continue to live with the unravelling of empire and the rights of
man for a long time to come.
References:
1
Empire: What Ruling the World Did to the British: Chapter 13, Jeremy Paxman,
Viking Books, 2011, ISBN 0670922439.
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This was funded by a very successful memorial match held in August with 30 plus
ex-players in attendance showing their appreciation to Alan for the many years of
service he gave to the football club.

Sue and Yvette have also asked me
to pass on their thanks to the many
villagers who attended and gave so
generously to the fundraising appeal.
Heather kindly came along to take
some photographs for the magazine
and the forthcoming football
programme which you can see
enclosed and should you wish to
view the bench it is sited alongside benches in memory of Mr. John Scott and Mr.
Harry Bunce by the play park and skate board park.
May I wish you all a Merry Christmas and by heck don’t we all need a happier New
Year.
Terry Crumbie, Chairman and Treasurer of Purton FC
Page 45

Purton Tennis Club

Welcome to 2021. We start the New Year with some good news! Sass Joyce has
decided to continue as our Chair, a decision which has been welcomed by the rest
of the committee. And, to add to that, Shane Horsall will act as our men’s captain
for the coming year, which is also great news – joining Nicola, Lindsey, Tracey, Ange,
Sarah, Michelle & myself as officers and committee members.
Our ‘tennis year’ runs from January to December, so Michelle will be sending out
membership forms very soon. Anyone who is thinking of taking up tennis this year
will see that for a family to join as social members, it is excellent value with unlimited
play. We have 4 all weather courts, 2 of which have flood lights, at our club next to
the Red House in Church Street, Purton. For further information, please contact
Michelle our membership secretary: thehays16@gmail.com or take a look at the
website: www.purtontennis.com or follow the LTA links.
During December the A & B winter teams were playing catch up – trying to play the
matches that had to be postponed in November due to the lockdown. The A team
are doing very well, against strong opposition. The B team however, are not having
such luck at the moment, but will keep trying.
Looking towards the new year, we hope that the summer league will take place,
likewise, Nicola’s junior sessions on Saturdays, and that social tennis will thrive,
with new people picking up a racquet. The LTA is promoting ‘pay and play’ through
Clubspark at the moment, which is a starting point for people trying tennis for the
first time. Tennis is a game that can be played by anyone of any age and ability – and
you don’t have to wear white anymore either! Why not give it a go? Get in touch.
We will be pleased to hear from you. In the meantime; Happy New Year Everyone!
Purton Tennis Club committee, Janet Saunders (secretary) janetcsaunders@gmail.com

The other side of the gate

I don’t think any of us will forget the rollercoaster that has been 2020! As always,
there are winners and losers. Farm life hasn’t really changed all year other than seeing
a huge increase in customers for our raw milk and grass-fed beef and pork.
The cows have just been doing their cow thing. Munching grass, sleeping, feeding
calves and pooping.The pigs slurping milk, fighting to get prime position at the feeding
trough, sleeping and pooping.The hens clucking and pecking the juicy bugs and insects
they find under the cow pats and running like tiny dinosaurs whenever they see a
human arrive to feed them and, of course, pooping. That’s a lot of poop and we love
it. It’s the foundation of soil health and something we’re actively encouraging!
I was hoping to have had my straw spreading machine by now. Alas, due to Brexit
(they said) transporting the machine will be more difficult due to ‘everyone moving
stuff before Brexit!’ I believe the French need to get it built before I lose people that
are willing to drive a prong!
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I’m sure you haven’t missed the news of the impending imprisonment of our avian
friends.We have over 100 laying hens and 40 meat birds on the farm as I write. From
Monday 14th they will have to be kept inside to protect them from the wild birds
that may carry bird flu. My little laying flock live in a caravan and I couldn’t bear the
thought of shutting them in there all day for who knows how long, so I bought them
a garden tent that they can be free to run around in. It’s not ideal, but much nicer
than the alternative! The meat birds will not have to be subjected to the restrictions
as it’s their time to become meat!

When you have birds it’s a requirement to register with the government as a keeper
of poultry. They’re very good at keeping us informed of the current situation. We get
regular text updates like the one below:
APHA: Updated information. H5N8 avian influenza in captive birds at a wetland
centre near Stroud, Gloucestershire now confirmed as highly pathogenic. The 3km
and 10km temporary control zones have been revoked and a 3km Captive Bird
(Monitoring) Controlled Zone is now in place. More information on the measures
that apply including important biosecurity advice is available on GOV.UK at: https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu
I’ve bought Sarah her Christmas present early this year. It was very expensive but she
loves it. It’s an Elecrem butter churn! She has already played with it and the butter
she made is creamy deliciousness! A few selected customers have been given a rolled
up slab and it’s going down well.
So far the weather this winter hasn’t been too bad for us. I’ve still got 20 animals out
in a dry field. I’m happy for them to cut it up a bit as I’m reseeding it in the spring.
They eat a large bale of hay a day - about 500kgs. I’m currently buying the hay from
Steve White at White Lodge. It’s some nicely made hay (we call it ‘bailed with the
sun’) and you can smell the summer when the strings are cut. Nice to have a brief
reminder of better weather!
Jonathan Cook
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Beneath the Wool

This month has been a quieter one on the farm but there were still a few jobs to do
and some excitement as well.The main job was to get the ewes home from College
Farm as their time had run out up there. This all went very well and the ewes went
in the pen very quietly and all loaded very well into the trailer. As well as this all the
electric fencing had to be taken down and these jobs took all weekend, but it was
a good job done.
The excitement came on the Saturday afternoon when the lamb Joan decided she
was going to jump the stock fence into the ewes. However, in with the ewes is her
dad, Grenville. Could I catch her? Not a chance! She spent the night with them and
thanked she wasn’t in season so Grenville didn’t take much notice. Luckily on the
Sunday I managed to catch her while she had her head in the silage and she spent
the week in a pen in the shed.
This month I’ve also got round to registering the pedigree ewe lambs with the
Lleyn Sheep Society. While doing the paperwork for
it, I actually found Grenville’s proper pedigree name
which I hadn’t known before. It turns out he’s actually
called Canburry Gilbert. So I decided when he’s being
nice he can be called Grenville and when he’s naughty
he can be called his full proper name. Luckily the four
pedigree ewe lambs are registered and their official
tags are on the way.
Tonight, just before I started writing this, I found a
hedgehog walking around the field looking for food. I
decided to put him into a box with some hay in and
take him home and find out what’s best to do for him.
My research told me to return him to where he was
and put some food down as he was a sizeable chap.
Hopefully he comes back and gets filled up and finds
somewhere nice to go back and hibernate.
This month’s sheep of the month is going to be the
lamb Joan. Joan is a pedigree ewe lamb and the reason
she is called Joan is because she is named after my
Grandmother Joan Woodward. Joan can be a right
little toe rag sometimes, but she does always make
me smile. Her Tag number is 00120 and she is due a
special Lleyn Sheep Society tag to go in her ear. She’s
also got the number 16 on her from when she was a
new born lamb.
Michael Woodward, Rogers Farm, Purton
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Telephone - 01793 772268
Mobile - 07921 856089
Greatfield, Swindon, SN4 8EQ
Fully insured, free estimates
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Email - AmherstContractors@hotmail.co.uk
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Royal Wootton Bassett Environmental Group

New year is traditionally a time for changing habits – with the pressure of Christmas
behind us, there’s a small window to make a fresh start before our lives get busy
again! Just as bad habits can give us poor health, they can also cause major damage
to the environment. And, since 2020 was mostly taken up with combatting Covid-19
and its effects on our families and the economy, there is no time to lose! Here’s some
information that might help if you are thinking of making changes.
Changing Diet
Where our food comes from has major impacts on the environment such as food
miles, packaging and greenhouse gas emissions, not to mention poor animal welfare
which, as we’ve seen can lead to pandemics! Buying food more locally can make
a huge difference. There are many farmers in this area who farm sustainably, using
minimal or no chemicals or artificial fertilizer, nurturing their soils and allowing their
animals to graze outdoors naturally.You’d be surprised how even a small weekly shop
helps sustain these businesses and, crucially, will allow
them to grow.
‘Veganuary’ has been running for a number of years and,
whilst I don’t share their aim of making the whole world
vegan, there is merit in reducing our meat consumption
considerably. If you eat less meat in quantity you can
afford more in quality and buy meat and dairy that has
been produced ethically.
Of course, it’s easier said than done! I find myself
regularly reaching for a packet of sausages when I can’t
think what else to have. And it’s also important to make
sure vegan foods are produced sustainably rather than
grown where rainforests used to thrive! So it comes
down to learning how to cook from fresh, well sourced
ingredients. We are running a campaign this month to
find simple vegan recipes to share – if you have any
favourites, please get in touch!
Changing Transport
As a result of the pandemic, many people are now
working more at home which is reducing commuter
pollution and congestion. This might lead to more
people managing with fewer cars per household. The
financial savings alone make this a very attractive option
and getting about more by bike, pedal or electric, does
wonders for mind and body. Swindon, in particular, has
fantastic cycle routes.
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Changing Materials
David Attenborough’s film about plastic in the ocean was a couple of years ago now
and most of us want to cut out as much plastic as possible. There is an exciting
revolution going on with many new companies springing up to produce products
and packaging from natural materials. Most of the ethical chocolate companies now
use compostable packaging; there are more eco cleaning
products available; cotton and wool clothing is becoming
more available.
It’s important to check out the suppliers though. For example,
the cotton industry uses huge amounts of energy, water and
chemicals but ethical companies are making good progress
in solving these issues – if you are an on-line shopper, check
out the ‘About’ section of their websites. Again, you have to
pay more for sustainability because no short cuts are taken,
but buying less in quantity allows more in quality.
Changing Outdoor Spaces
Re-wilding and watching nature has become a fashionable
hobby in people’s gardens.The RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch
happens on 29th – 31st January 2021. It’s amazing what you
see if you spend an hour watching your garden, particularly
first thing in the morning. I ended up following a family
of blackbirds one year until the youngsters fledged and I
wouldn’t even have noticed the nest previously.
A bit later we’ll have Springwatch which has done a great
deal to help us reconnect with nature. Then comes ‘No
Mow May’ where you leave your lawn unmown so that wild
plants can flower, look pretty and provide food for insects.
Change in action:
Putting up bird boxes and feeding stations is a great way to
pictured left top: meatattract wildlife and so is cutting a gap at the base of fencing free living from Veganuary
to allow hedgehogs to move between gardens and so avoid
website:
the roads. There’s a new scheme in the Swindon area to
Left bottom: bike
promote ‘Hedgehog Friendly’ farms – more on that next
maintenance from
time!
Swindon Borough Council
You can find out more about RWB Environment Group
sustainable transport
through our Facebook page, or if you don’t use computers,
website:
you can join their monthly Zoom meetings using your
Above top: Sustainable
phone. Please get in touch with me if you’d like to join the slippers from Giesswein
next meeting or if you need any more information about
products:
the groups or businesses I write about.
Above bottom:Wild
Kate Robinson, email: purtonfarmshop@gmail.com garden birds from RSPB
Tel. 01793 772930
website
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Magazine Memes

The dictionary defines a meme as “an image, video, piece of text, etc., typically humorous
in nature, that is copied and spread rapidly by internet users, often with slight variations.”
Many such lighthearted comments are now circulating electronically, rather than being
shared face to face and we hope that some of these raise a smile or two.
Medical experts in London were asked recently if it is time to ease the COVID
lockdown.
Allergists were in favour of scratching it, but Dermatologists advised not to make
any rash moves.
Gastroenterologists had a sort of gut feeling about it, but Neurologists thought that
the government had a lot of nerve.
Obstetricians felt certain that everyone was labouring under a misconception, while
Ophthalmologists considered the idea short-sighted.
Many Pathologists yelled, “Over my dead body!” while Paediatricians said, “Oh grow
up!”
Psychiatrists thought that the whole idea was madness, while Radiologists could see
right through it.
Surgeons decided to wash their hands of the whole thing and Pharmacists claimed
that it would be a bitter pill to swallow.
Plastic Surgeons opined that this proposal would “put a whole new face on the
matter”.
Podiatrists thought that it was a step forward, but Urologists believe it’s all going
down the pan.
Anaesthetists thought that the whole idea was a gas, and Cardiologists didn’t have
the heart to say no.

The Queen’s Christmas Message?

The tradition of the Royal Christmas message was started in 1932 by King George
V and many family Christmases at home used to stop for the Queen’s message.This
“adjusted” Christmas message from the Queen was circulated on the internet soon
after the American Presidential election and while all the arguments and court cases
were in full flow.
A message from the Queen to the citizens of the United States of
America from her Sovereign Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
“In light of your failure to nominate competent candidates for President of the USA,
and thus to govern yourselves, we hereby give notice of the revocation of your
independence, effective immediately.
Her Sovereign Majesty Queen Elizabeth II will resume monarchical duties over all
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states, commonwealths, and territories (except North Dakota, and Utah, which she
does not fancy).
Our new Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, will appoint a Governor for America
without the need for further elections. Congress and the Senate will be disbanded.
A questionnaire may be circulated next year to determine whether any of you
noticed. To aid in the transition to a British Crown dependency, the following rules
are introduced with immediate effect:
1. The letter ‘U’ will be reinstated in words such as ‘colour,’ ‘favour,’ ‘labour’ and
‘neighbour.’ Likewise, you will learn to spell ‘doughnut’ without skipping half the
letters, and the suffix ‘-ize’ will be replaced by the suffix ‘-ise.’ Generally, you will
be expected to raise your vocabulary to acceptable levels. (Look up ‘vocabulary’
if needed).
2. Using the same twenty-seven words interspersed with filler noises such as ‘like’
and ‘you know’ is an unacceptable and inefficient form of communication.There
is no such thing as US English. We will let Microsoft know on your behalf. The
Microsoft spell-checker will be adjusted to take into account the reinstated
letter ‘u’ and the elimination of ‘-ize.’
3. July 4th will no longer be celebrated as a holiday.
4. You will learn to resolve personal issues without using guns, lawyers or therapists.
The fact that you need so many lawyers and therapists shows that you’re not
quite ready to be independent. Guns should only be used for shooting grouse.
If you can’t sort things out without suing someone or speaking to a therapist,
then you’re not ready to shoot grouse.
5. Therefore, you will no longer be allowed to own or carry anything more
dangerous than a vegetable peeler. Although a permit will be required if you
wish to carry a vegetable peeler in public.
6. All intersections will be replaced with roundabouts, and you will start driving
on the left side with immediate effect. At the same time, you will go metric with
immediate effect and without the benefit of conversion tables. Both roundabouts
and metrication will help you understand the British sense of humour.
7. The former USA will adopt UK prices on petrol (which you have been calling
gasoline) of roughly $10/US gallon. Get used to it.
8. You will learn to make real chips. Those things you call French fries are not real
chips, and those things you insist on calling potato chips are properly called
crisps. Real chips are thick cut, fried in animal fat, and dressed not with catsup
but with vinegar.
9. The cold, tasteless stuff you insist on calling beer is not actually beer at all.
Henceforth, only proper British Bitter will be referred to as beer, and European
brews of known and accepted provenance will be referred to as Lager. South
African beer is also acceptable, as they are pound for pound the greatest
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MAKE LIFE EASIER
On the move: Mobility scooters
Footcare:
Mobility scooter repairs
shoes and slippers
Large range of mobility aids Footcare appointments
Hire services
FREE Hearing health
Stairlifts
THE MOBILITY STORE
7 Clive Parade
Cricklade Road,
Swindon SN2 1AJ

01793 701313

check

THE WROUGHTON
MOBILITY STORE

56 George Lane,
Marlborough SN8 4BY

Unit 9A, Ellendune Shopping Centre
Wroughton SN4 9LN

wiltshiremobility@mail.com

wroughtonmobility@mail.com

01672 511550

01793 815083

FREE LEVEL ACCESS PARKING AT ALL STORES
www.thehearingandmobilitystore.co.uk

02/21

04/21

06/21

swindon@thehearingandmobilitystore.co.uk

THE MARLBOROUGH
MOBILITY STORE

Rise and recline furniture
Adjustable beds
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THE BOURTON ON THE WATER
MOBILITY STORE
Lansdowne
Bourton on the Water GL54 2AR

01451 810088

bourtonmobility@mail.com

sporting nation on earth and it can only be due to the beer. They are also part
of the British Commonwealth – see what it did for them. American brands will
be referred to as Near-Frozen Gnat’s Urine, so that all can be sold without risk
of further confusion.
10. Hollywood will be required occasionally to cast English actors as good guys.
Hollywood will also be required to cast English actors to play English characters.
Watching Andie MacDowell attempt English dialect in Four Weddings and a
Funeral was an experience akin to having one’s ears removed with a cheese
grater.
11. You will cease playing American football. There is only one kind of proper
football; you call it soccer. Those of you brave enough will, in time, be allowed
to play rugby (which has some similarities to American football, but does not
involve stopping for a rest every twenty seconds or wearing full Kevlar body
armour like a bunch of nancies).
12. Further, you will stop playing baseball. It is not reasonable to host an event
called the World Series for a game which is not played outside of America. Since
only 2.1% of you are aware there is a world beyond your borders, your error
is understandable. You will learn cricket, and we will let you face the South
Africans first to take the sting out of their deliveries.
13. You must tell us who killed JFK. It’s been driving us mad.
14. An internal revenue agent (i.e. tax collector) from Her Majesty’s Government
will be with you shortly to ensure the acquisition of all monies due (backdated
to 1776).
15. Daily Tea Time begins promptly at 4 pm with proper cups, with saucers, and
never mugs, with high quality biscuits (cookies) and cakes; plus strawberries
(with cream) when in season.
God Save the Queen!
P.S. Only share this with friends who have a good sense of humour! Not humor!”
Readers are invited to send in any Magazine Meme contributions that have amused them
recently so all those smiles can be shared more widely throughout our community. Contact
details are on page 4.
Christmas trivia quiz – answers:
1. b. 1843 / 2. d. Invented electric Christmas tree lights / 3. b.A guitar / 4. a. Comet / 5.
c. 364 / 6. b. The most common night for office Christmas parties / 7. d. Oklahoma /
8. b. A soup made with raisins and wine / 9. c.The period retailers start their holiday
push / 10. b. 7 / 11. a. Sparkle / 12. d. Gertrude / 13. b. Figurine depicting Christmas
/ 14. a. Befana / 15. b. Prince Albert / 16. c. One Horse Open Sleigh / 17. a. Shoes /
18. b. Names of some of Iceland’s Santas (there are 13 in total) / 19. d. Tchaikovsky
/ 20. a. Philippines.
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New Year Resolutions to Avoid

NewYear’s resolutions are nearly upon us. So we thought we’d bring in a professional’s
perspective so we don’t experience the same lack of success so common in previous
years.
Here’s local weight loss coach Ian Vout on his Top Resolutions to Avoid.
1. DON’T swap full sugar drinks for diet versions – Diet drinks may not contain
sugar but are usually packed with artificial sweeteners instead. Most studies
now show that artificial sweeteners can still cause weight gain, DO swap sugary
drinks for water, flavoured with, lime, lemon, cucumber or mint.
2. DON’T keep your goals secret – Telling other people about your goals is a great
way to help you stick to them. It helps you commit and makes it much more
likely to happen. DO spread the word instead – this will increase your chances
of success.
3. DON’T always choose low fat products – Unfortunately, low fat products
(like yoghurt) are usually packed with sugar and or artificial sweeteners to
compensate for the lack of taste. DO choose the full fat versions which you will
naturally eat less of.
4. DON’T eat less to lose weight – To lose weight, most people actually need to
eat more not less. It’s the quality of food not the quantity that’s most important
when it comes to losing weight. DO eat real food over processed. This is
absolutely crucial for fat loss.
5. DON’T stop eating nuts and seeds, because they’re ‘full of fat’ – Nuts and seeds
are powerhouses of nutrition; they do contain fat but most often they contain
essential fats that are lacking from Western diets. DO eat more nuts and seeds
not less if you want to improve your health.
Ian Vout
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email: purtonplaygroup@gmail.com or visit purtoncommunityplaygroup.co.uk

Jon’s

Unit 6, Pen Farm
New Road Purton

Specialist in PVCU windows, doors,
patio doors, bi-folding doors
and conservatories.
White, Woodgrain, Woodgrain on white
or Coloured.

Tel: 01793 770275
Harry or
Paul
will be happy to help with:
• car repairs • maintenance • MOTs
• winter checks • supply and fit tyres
• exhaust replacements
• clutch replacement • bulbs etc.
• or full service

For a free quotation please call:

No matter how big or small…
…give a call

Jon Usher 01793 770596

s

Email: jonschanges@btInternet.com
Over 25 years experience
10 College Road, Purton, Swindon SN5 4AR

WEIGHT LOSS
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e

New Road Garage

Changes

Local pick-ups and deliveries.

DISCLAIMER

Contributions to Purton Magazine are always welcome for consideration on the understanding that the
contributor's name and address are known or supplied (but may be withheld from publication on request)
Confused? Frustrated? Tired of
and that all related copyright issues have been cleared for publication in this Magazine - especially with
losing
the same 5Lbs?
those recognisable in any photographs. It follows that opinions expressed in the Magazine are solely
Make weight loss easy in 2021 with our those of the respective contributors.

New Slimming Club Powered by
make the best use of available space, we ask that contributions are written concisely and reserve the
TheToWeight
Loss Blueprint.
right to edit contributions and advertisements.
Run by local Fitness and Nutrition coach
Radiators/towel
rails
Advertisements
accepted
good faith and their inclusion does not imply the Magazine’s endorsement
Ian
Vout. This new; are
targeted
way toinlose
of the product or service.
weight gives you the tools, knowledge and
Power-flushing
knowhow to finally succeed!
Join like-mindedUpgrades
people in your community
and find the key to your weight loss in
a fun, friendly
and supportive
environment.
General
Plumbing

03/21

Join before 2021 and receive 40% off
AND yourCookers
first month for&FREE!
Fires
Virtual & live groups available.
Contact enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk
Ian on: 07910 131810
46 or email:
01249 721240
dwdunn.co.uk
ian@theweightlossblueprint.co.uk
www.theweightlossblueprint.co.uk
Instagram - @theweightlossblueprint
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PC Doctor Dan

&

115 High Street, Cricklade
Tel: 01793

759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home & Business Computing

30

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation

www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

12/21

11/21

Free pick-up and drop-off service
Purchasing advice, setup and installation
Secure wireless and home networking
Share files, photos, music and printers
Virus and spyware detection and removal
Training to meet your specific needs
Hardware/ software repairs and upgrades
Improve PC performance and reliability
Create backups to protect key information
Consultancy and managed service options

dkhaines68@gmail.com

David Hodges

Plumbing and Heating

Established 1999

Oil Boiler Installation, Commissioning, Servicing
Bathrooms, En-suites, Radiators, Towel Rails
Taps, Ball Valves, Loft Tanks, Kitchen Sinks
Outside Taps, Hot Water Cylinders & More

_______________________________________________________

Curtains - Pelmets - Blinds
Cushions - Accessories - Covers

Please call for a free estimate
or advice

07747 672102

Fabrics - Trimmings - Linings
Poles - Rails - Tracks

email: david-hodges@live.co.uk

1 cu. m £85 / 1½ cu. m £120
2 cu. m £150
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ROYAL GEORGE

Food:
Mon - Sat 12 - 3pm
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bookings only
Sundays 3 - 5pm
Sunday at 7.30pm
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Farm Shop, Dora’s Dairy, Shear Success and the Co-op.
We deliver to over 800 homes each month through our
network of volunteers. To become a distributor, or a Magazine
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2020 Vision

Hindsight is often referred to as 2020 vision. Here are a few quick reflections on
the year just passing:
• Never have hands been so clean
• Kind people walking in the road to avoid getting too close when passing on
Purton’s pavements
• Grateful thanks for living in a village environment
• Empty streets
• Unable to meet others indoors
• Managing with face masks in shops surprisingly easily
• So grateful to neighbours offering to get some essentials when they go shopping
• Shops limiting the number of customers inside
• No aeroplanes
• Purton surgery working well under very different circumstances
• Seeing families walking round the village for their hour’s exercise
• Neighbours exploring Purton on foot
• Exploring and enjoying the great outdoors
• More time to appreciate flowers, trees, birds and clouds of butterflies
• Thankful for the internet for arts and entertainments
• Reading and sharing books with grandchildren by video phone
• Joyous noises from St. Mary’s school playground
• Worrying about how elderly friends and relatives are really managing without
visit
• There is a moment when you’re worried about the elderly and realise that you
are the elderly.
• Time to stop and think during this peaceful period
• Wondering what scars the coronavirus will inflict on current university students
in their future careers
• Feeling anxious for those working from home with young children also at home
• Our cleaning lady just called and told us she will be working from home and will
send us instructions on what to do
• Meeting friends and neighbours around the village and chatting across the street
• Petrol prices plummeting but as nobody was driving anywhere, there was no
need to fill up and take advantage of the low prices.
Readers are invited to send in their hindsight reflections on this most unusual year
and we will publish them next month. Contact details and methods are on page 4
and on our website www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
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As I grow old I will march not shuffle

2020 has taught us all many things, but significantly that it’s the people of our village
that make it the community that it is, with so many reaching out to help others in
their hour (or ongoing months) of need.
There have been many stories in the news of division in our country, most recently
the Brexiteers and Remainers, but we continue to hear stories of political, religious,
and racial prejudice and discrimination of all types in different areas of our diverse
society.
Purtonians are generally a tolerant breed and Purton Magazine gives residents a
platform to raise matters and offer views and opinions on a range of different issues.
The magazine doesn’t edit contributions, unless they are likely to cause offence or
a libel case, and we welcome lively debate.
As we start a new year, it’s useful to offer a reminder that we have more in common
than that which divides us. Living in the democratic ‘People’s Republic of Purton’
free speech is actively encouraged, as is speaking up about anything we feel is unjust.
But we also encourage people to respect each other and our differing opinions.
Reach a compromise before the final straw and agree to disagree. We all want to
live harmoniously in this village we call home.

As I grow old
I will not shuffle to the beat
of self-interest
and make that slow retreat
to the right.
I will be a septuagenarian
insurrectionist
marching with the kids. I shall sing
‘La Marseillaise’, whilst brandishing
homemade placards that proclaim
‘DOWN WITH THIS SORT
OF THING’.
I will be an octogenarian obstructionist,
and build unscalable barricades
from bottles of flat lemonade,
tartan blankets and chicken wire.
I will hurl prejudice upon the
brazier’s fire.

I will be a nonagenarian nonconformist,
armed with a ballpoint pen
and a hand that shakes with rage
not age
at politicians’ latest crimes,
in strongly-worded letters to
The Times.
I will be a centenarian centurion
and allow injustice no admittance.
I will stage longstanding sit-ins.
My mobility scooter and I
will move for no-one.
And when I die
I will be the scattered ashes
that attach themselves to the lashes
and blind the eyes
of racists and fascists.
Brian Bilston

Page 60

05/21

A PERSONAL, FRIENDLY &
CARING SERVICE
 ROUTINE & COSMETIC
DENTISTRY
 CONVENTIONAL & INVISIBLE
BRACES
 SMILE MAKEOVERS
 DENTURE WORK
 EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS
AVAILABLE
Nigel Masters BDS DPDS

1 Church Street, Purton, Swindon, SN5 4DS
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Tel: 01793 770532
csdental@btInternet.com
www.csdental.co.uk
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BANISH LIMESCALE

FOREVER!

with an award-winning Kinetico Water Softener

www.butcherselectrical.co.uk
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o Complete Inspection, Testing and Certification service
(eg landlord inspection reports). Shiny taps & scale free kettle
o All domestic jobs Part P compliant and covered
by a 6 year insurance backed guarantee.
o Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing service.
o Home
Automation Systems - Turn on your lights
✶
No more clogged showerheads
or heating by text.
o Voltage Optimisation solutions –
or visit
Save up tocall
10%01285
of your 770002
electricity bill
www.gloucestershire-softeners.com
o Telecommunications
and Data Networks.
AP
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Gold Award Winner
Eat Out Eat Well

Open all week: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Lunch: Sun 12.00pm - 2.30pm
6 High Street, Purton, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire SN5 4AA

2018
WINNER

Best Plumbing or Drainage
Product

Applies to Premier Compact Water Softener
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Tel: 01793 770253 or 770998
www.themaharajah.co.uk
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