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In April, Bradon Forest Headteacher, Dr Morrison, took fifty
Year 8 students to Big Pit National Coal Museum in Wales.
Big Pit is a World Heritage site, a real coal mine and one of
Britain’s leading mining museums. See page 64 for details.
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Purton Contacts
Wiltshire Councillor
Doctor
Dental Sugery

Jacqui Lay
770704
Purton Sugery
770207
Church Street
770532
Philip Cooke
771022
Junior Church
Mary Hodges
770505
Library
Librarians
770870
(Mondays 2-5pm; Tuesdays 2-7pm; Wednesdays 10am-5pm; Fridays 2-5pm)
Luncheon Club
Pat Suddaby
771331
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12 noon, Silver Threads Hall)
Museum
Curator: Beth Farnham, bethaney23@icloud.com
Police/Fire/Ambulance
Emergencies
999
Police
Non-emergency
101
Purton Age Concern
Louise Tidman
772558
Age Concern Minibus
Hazel Woodbridge 770862
Purton Parish Council
Deborah Lawrence 771066
Purton Silver Threads
Brenda Cook
770431
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery
Purton Vets
771869
Health & Wellbeing Champion
Ellen Blacker
07557 922020
Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School
Secretary
770570
Playclose Playgroup
Sarah Grigg
07759 583566
Purton Under 5s’
Fionna Griffiths
771723
Community Playgroup
St Mary’s Primary School
Secretary
770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith
email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk
Tel: 770077, 773031 (emergencies only)
Curate: Revd Judith Wells
email: judith@judithwells.wanadoo.co.uk
Tel: 770627
Wardens
Sandra Horsnall:
Jane Smith:
770157
772422
Administrator: Rosie Harris
administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages in
the centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister: Revd David Perkins
Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 8LT
Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett
www.thesacredheartparish.uk
Parish Priest:
Tel: 852366
Revd Father Lucas Rodrigues
Parish Deacon: Revd Terry Aspell Tel: 325681
Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon, Tues, Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest: Father Michael Robertson Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church
Services: Holy Days 7.0pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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From the Editors
The snap General Election will be less than two weeks away when copies of this
June issue are being distributed around the village and beyond. However – and
we might get some Brownie points for this – there are no signs of any election
campaigning inside and you can read on safely!
With Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers in mind, on page 60, readers will
no doubt be pleased to see that the 2nd Purton Rainbow unit has now opened its
doors. The new girls brought in some favourite items from home to tell the others
a little bit about themselves.
While on the subject of items portraying a little bit about the owners, the slightly
older girls in Purton Evening WI will be having a competition at their next meeting
in June. On page 31 we learn that they are to bring along a pair of their shoes
and the competition is to see how many other members can identify the owners
purely from the footwear. Somehow that competition wouldn’t really work for
men, would it?
Anyway, back to Girl Guiding because nationally, they are planning a major
overhaul of its badge programme. Apparently classic badges will be replaced
by new ones more relevant to the 21st Century such as app design, vlogging
and upcycling. The internet has had to be consulted to confirm the definition of
vlogging for this editorial and some uncertainty remains in the mind of the 3rd
age writer of this piece. It seems that video blogging (for that’s what it is) only
started on the second day of this century showing just how the Girl Guides are
keeping up to date.
Of more immediate understandability is upcycling which perhaps can be seen
as the ultimate recycling process. Also known as creative reuse, upcycling
transforms waste materials, by products and other unwanted materials into new
materials or products of better quality and/or with better environmental impact.
But back to the election. To ensure that at least one item is not election related,
a week day current affairs programme on BBC Radio 4 has been broadcasting a
wide range of completely unconnected items including a series of jokes from that
National Treasure, Barry Cryer. This one sticks in the memory. “A penguin walks
into a pub and asks the barman if he has seen his brother. ‘Not sure’ came the
reply, ‘what does he look like?’”

£60

To sponsor a new chair
in Purton Methodist
Church – see page 59

697

Wiltshire Air Ambulance
take-offs last year –
see page 33
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#251485

Is the number for the
Purton Remount Depot
memorial – see page 51

Purton Parish Council News
Purton Parish Council Needs You !
A new council was formed on 8th May 2017 with 9 non contested
seats being claimed by residents. We now have 6 seats for cooption available. If you are passionate about the village and want
to help maintain/enhance and improve the services we provide
please contact the offices for more information.
Welcome To Purton Parish Council
Purton Parish Council is pleased to welcome a new member of staff Stefanie
Halpin working part time in the capacity of Deputy Clerk. Her role will be primarily
to support the Clerk in her duties, and also encompass Health and Safety,Risk
Assessments and the management of our Play areas.
Public Tennis Court
Did you know Purton Parish Council has a public tennis court at the Village
Centre? It can be hired via our offices by anyone 16 years+ for a fee of £5 for an
hour. Call us for more info on 772646.
Halls For Hire
Purton Parish Council manage the bookings for three facilities for hire within
the village. The Village Hall on Station Road, the Millennium Hall and the Bowls
Pavilion (during set times) at the Village Centre, Church Street. If you are looking
for a venue to hire, whether a birthday party, fund raiser or meeting, please
contact our offices for more information.
Charity News
Purton Institute and Village Hall Charity is currently undertaking investigatory
works to the side of the Institute Building due to internal concerns over the fabric
of the building. The scaffolding in place will remain until June whereby a report
will be presented to the Charity for consideration of repairs.
Cemetery Land
As with most Parish and Town Councils land acquisition for burial provision is
difficult to find and we are therefore asking the Community if they are aware of
any pockets of land within Purton which the Council could consider suitable for
future burial development land. Please contact the Clerk direct.
Community Speed Watch
Community Speedwatch (CSW) is a locally driven initiative where active members
of the community join together with the support of the Police to monitor speeds of
vehicles using speed detection devices. Vehicles exceeding the speed limit are
referred to the Police with the aim of educating drivers to reduce their speeds.
Speeding continues to be a concern for many communities. Volunteers receive
appropriate training and are supported by the Neighbourhood Policing Team
(NPT) staff.
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If you are interested in knowing more and how you can be a part of this
community initiative please either contact Paul Grigg on chezneymb@hotmail.
com or Debbie Lawrence on clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk or call the office on
01793 771066.
Purton Footpaths
Purton is very fortunate to have a team of dedicated volunteers who work with
both Purton Parish and Wiltshire Councils to keep as many of the 161 footpaths
as they possibly can open. Wiltshire Council has limited funds to maintain these
pathways and Purton Parish Council works with the volunteers to provide as
much “hands on” and financial support as feasible. If anyone in Purton is thinking
of ways to remember a loved one or invest in the village, please consider the
sponsoring of a Kissing Gate or Stile on one of our footpaths. Kissing Gates
allow some of the footpath walks to be accessible to a wider group of walkers
whilst giving a durable solution. If you would like to know more, please contact
our offices for more information.
Brockhurst Meadow
The land owner of Brockhurst Meadow has agreed to allow members of the public
to view the wild orchids from 17th – 26th June inclusive. The recommended
route is to use footpath number 43 at Lower Pavenhill. Please give consideration
to the landowners live stock and also stay to the perimeter of the field to ensure
no damage to the wild orchids or associated planting. A big thank you to the
landowner for this kind offer during this period.
June Meeting Dates
Monday 5 June		
Staff Sub followed by Finance and General Purposes
Monday 12 June
Council meeting
Monday 19 June
Planning Meeting
Monday 22 June
Village Hall and Institute Building
Dates for all our meetings are published on our website. Public participation is
welcomed at meetings where no exclusion to public and press is determined due
to the nature of the business. All meetings take place in our Village Hall starting
at 7pm.
Planning - Permission Granted with Conditions
16/12483/FUL Brockhurst Farm, Greenhill. Extension of existing garage to
provide ancillary accommodation, new roof and infill extension to
main house.
17/00559/FUL Sutherlea, Stoke Commom Lane. Purton Stoke. Loft Conversion
with Front Dormers and Rear Skylights and retrospective
permission for external alterations.
17/01231/FUL 4 College Road. Demolition of ground floor side extension and store.
Erection of two storey side extension. Erection of single storey rear
extension. Conversion of attic space into additional accommodation.
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17/00743/FUL 7 Kempsters Court, High Street. Proposed First Floor
Extension over Previously Granted Ground Floor Extension
(ref14/04775/FUL) .
16/09768/FUL 106 Mustang Way. Three Storey Side Extension.
17/00966/FUL 85 Pavenhill. Proposed first floor side extension.
17/01509/FUL 35 Highridge Close. Proposed front and side extensions, internal
re-modelling and replacement detached garage.
17/01570/FUL 37 Witts Lane. Proposed single storey rear extension.
17/01605/FUL 62 Station Road. Demolish garage and erect new attached
garage with adjoining single storey rear extension to property.
17/02672/TCA Purton House, Church End. Prune back branches over road by
up to 4 metres and Crown lift up to 6 metres to Holm Oak. Fell 1
Yew tree, 1 Sycamore tree, 1 Beech tree and 4 dead Elms and
1 dead Cedar of Lebanon. No Objection.
17/02675/TCA The Orchard, Hyde Lane. 20% crown reduction to 1 Cherry
Tree, 1 Prunus and 3 Acers, fell 7 Cypress Trees. No Objection.
17/01860/FUL Tara House, 5 Station Road. Proposed new opening in
boundary wall.
17/02516/LBC Tara House, 5 Station Road. Proposed new opening in
boundary wall.
Refused Applications
16/11984/106 The Hayloft & Stables, 11 Manor Farm Court. Stoke Common
Lane. Modification of section 106 agreement of planning
application 05.00216.COU – to allow The Stable & Paddock
belonging to The Hayloft to be sublet.
17/00798/FUL 7 Locks Lane. Conversion of detached outbuilding into a single
dwelling and erection of detached double garage.
Wiltshire Council App - Mobile Reporting
To make life even easier, Wiltshire Council have an app so you can report things
like potholes, dog mess, graffiti, litter and street lighting on the go using your
smartphone. The MyWiltshire app is available to download at both the App Store
(for iPhones and iPads) and from Google Play™ (for Android phones) or from
Windows store (for windows phones). You can attach information such as photos
or videos and pinpoint the location of your report using the mapping software on
your phone.
How to contact the Parish Council:
Telephone number 01793 771066, email address: clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk
Website www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Council’s letter box – The letter box can be found on the wall adjacent to the side
door (entrance door to the Parish Council offices) to the rear of the Library/Institute.
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Facebook, Twitter and Website
Just one click away will see you interact with the Parish Council. Events, road
closures, meet the staff, “did you knows”, photographs and much more. If you
have an event in the Parish that you would like us to promote on any of the
above media sites please contact the Clerk on clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk or
call 771066. Find us on Facebook – Purton Parish Council Twitter - @PurtonPC
On our website you can join up to receive regular updates which will keep
you informed of matters happening in and around the village such as
planning information and road closures etc. Please have a look at the site:
www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk and sign up today. Facebook: Purton Parish
Council Twitter: @PurtonPC

Health & Wellbeing Champion
Just a quick word to remind you all that I am around for general help and support
on a wide variety of issues including transport, mobility and safety around the
home and reducing the feeling of loneliness. Give me a call on 07557 922020
and leave a message. I will get back to you as soon as possible.
‘Big Pledge’ is back
Wiltshire’s Big Pledge is back for 2017 and this year’s free challenge, which
encourages people of all ages to get more active, has a World Athletics
Championships theme.
Wiltshire’s Big Pledge: London Calling is celebrating the World Athletics
Championships coming to London for the first time this summer, with a series of
challenges to help encourage individuals and teams of all ages and abilities to get
active, get out and have fun. This year, participants will complete set distances
to collect the flags of 30 countries that will be taking part in the championships.
The challenge starts on 5 June and runs right through to 30 July and we want
you and your friends to get involved. You can sign up from Monday (8 May) and
there are a great range of challenges, including:
• Beginners challenge – NEW multi-sport activity (run, swim, walk, cycle,
fitness class). (Individuals)
• Walking challenge (Individuals)
• Swimming challenge (Individuals)
Want to take part? From 8 May please go to The Big Pledge website and click
on the ‘Sign Up’ button.
Good luck!’
ELLEN BLACKER, Health & Wellbeing Champion

Prayer for Purton
This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works
in Purton Stoke, Bentham, Hayes Knoll, Braydon and Cross Lanes
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Purton & District Age Concern
The arrangements have been finalised for our Queen’s
Sapphire Jubilee Celebration at the Red House on Sunday
11th June from 2pm-6pm. In July we are going to Hop Pocket
Shopping Village and holding our annual coffee morning in Bentham. Please see
future events for full details.
The following tribute has been written by Tony Price;
We in Purton Age Concern were saddened to hear of the death of one of our
great supporters, Theo Marchant. Theo and her twin sister Valerie were born
in Kingston upon Thames. The family had several moves before coming to
Purton when Theo’s dad Mr Vowles took over the Post Office – by this time
Theo was grown up, had trained as a shorthand typist and been working in a
bank. The Post Office then was in Hyde Lane and the family lived at Blacklands
and later, when the Post Office moved to the High St., the family moved into the
accommodation at the back of the shop. Theo then began working in the Post
Office and settled in to life in Purton with her family. She was an accomplished
pianist, passing many exams and another of her hobbies was knitting, something
she learnt as a little girl and enjoyed doing all her life. Theo met husband Basil at
Ashton Keynes – I wonder if it was at one of the dances they used to have there?
Theo loved music and perhaps she used to play the piano while Basil sang as he
had a really good voice. They were married at St. Mary’s and later lived at Daisy
Cottage in Church Street. When they bought it the cottage was in a terrible state
but, my word, what an excellent job they made of it living most of their married
life there and becoming a little family when daughter Sue was born. Later in
life they moved to Willowbrook and by this time daughter Sue was married and
had given Basil and Theo two grandsons that they both adored and were so
proud of. Holidays with the whole family were one of the special pleasures in
Basil and Theo’s lives. Theo loved and gardening – she was a member of the
Gardeners Guild and had opened her garden for the Purton Open Gardens.
She also enjoyed playing tennis and golf but her main interest was yoga –
she eventually became a qualified instructor and had several classes – in fact
she taught until she was seventy three. She was a very understanding and
inspiring teacher, remembered with great affection by all the people who attended
her classes.
Have you ever realised what a boost you get when you start fundraising for a new
project and someone comes along and offers to help? When we started raising
funds to buy our first minibus, Basil got in touch and said ‘Hello mate, would
you like Theo and me to run an Arts and Crafts Fayre for you’? You could have
knocked me down with a feather as you knew if a couple like Theo and Basil
were behind you, it was going to be a success and they did that for over twenty
years and when you think that they always made over £500 it doesn’t take much
from one’s imagination to see how kind they were to us. In fact, when the interest
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wavered in the Fayres, they ran some concerts for us. We thought it would be
appropriate that donations in lieu of flowers, which we greatly appreciate, would
go to the minibus fund with our very grateful thanks to Basil and Theo for all they
have done for us over the years and to Sue – many thanks for thinking of us. We
were pleased that the minibus – the one with Basil’s name on – was able to be at
the Crematorium. Many thanks to you all for your contributions.
Calling all amateur photographers!
We are putting together a wall calendar for 2018 containing photos of the people/
places of Purton! So where do you come in? We would like you to email or post
us a photo of Purton which you think best represents the village, maybe one of
its many clubs, or the beautiful church, or the views from Pavenhill – whatever
you think! The best photos will be picked to go in the calendar which will be for
sale from October to raise funds for Purton & District Age Concern. For anyone
wishing to submit a photo, send it via email to micklooker@btinternet.com or
post to Mick Looker, Chairman, Purton & District Age Concern, 53 Pavenhill,
Purton, SN5 4BZ, before 30 June 2017 (all photos will be returned if an address
is provided). The Purton & District Age Concern committee will be the judges and
their decision is final.
Future Events
Outing to Gloucester Docks – Wednesday 7 June – with a 10am start. The
cost is £9 for pensioners and £10.50 for non-pensioners and others from outside
our area. (Food is not included) There may still be spaces available on this trip,
please contact your street warden to find out. Remember you can use your travel
voucher as part payment on this outing.
Queen’s Sapphire Jubilee Celebration – We will be holding an afternoon tea
party at the Red House on Sunday 11 June from 2-6pm at the Red House. All
are welcome to attend including children. There will be a BBQ and cream teas
will be on sale, also a cake stall and raffle. Music and games for the children will
be provided and the Red House bar will be open all day serving drinks. If you
need transport please contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862. Last year when we
celebrated the Queen’s 90th Birthday the event was a huge success, hopefully
this year will be as good, if not better so please pop along and let’s have a real
village celebration.
Annual Coffee Morning – This will be on Saturday 8 July from 10-12 at the
home of Dick & Jackie Scott, Bentham House Farm, Bentham Lane. Admission
will be £1 and includes tea/coffee/biscuit. There will be plants for sale, bric-abrac, tombola, cake stall and a raffle. If you need transport please book the
minibus by contacting Hazel Woodbridge on 770862.
Outing to Hop Pocket Shopping Village – Wednesday 5 July at with a 10am
start. The cost is £12 for our pensioners and £13.50 for non-pensioners and
those outside our area. (Food is not included.) Please book your place with your
street warden before Monday 26th June. Remember you can use your travel
voucher as part payment on this outing.
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Past Events
Afternoon Tea at the Maharajah – This was on Bank Holiday Monday 1st
May and what a busy afternoon it was, the restaurant was full when we arrived.
Everyone seemed to really enjoy a lovely social afternoon with a huge amount
of delicious cakes and endless cups of tea. Our grateful thanks go to Khalique,
Ashish, Wendy and the team at the Maharajah for hosting the event again
this year, we really appreciate the effort the team put in to make the afternoon
so enjoyable. The proceeds have been shared between Age Concern and
a children’s special needs hostel in Udaipur, India. We have been given the
wonderful sum of £387.32. Thanks again to everyone involved and all who
attended on the day.
May Mystery Tour – We are concerned that only 24 people booked on our
recent afternoon mystery tour. As you can imagine, we are heavily subsidising
a trip like this. The journey on the outing went through lovely countryside and
took us via Calne, Melksham, Westbury, Warminster and Codford St. Mary – we
passed the military badges carved into the side of the chalk hills, then it was on
to Wishford and South Newton Village Hall where we were given a lovely tea by
the SWAN WI. Everything was homemade with excellent cups of tea – as many
as you wanted and a doggy bag of cakes to take home. The route back was via
Stonehenge, Amesbury, Upavon, Pewsey, Marlborough and Wootton Bassett.
It was an excellent afternoon out and those that went, by all reports, thoroughly
enjoyed themselves.
We would welcome any feedback. Would you rather have a lunch time trip or not
travel so far away from Purton? Any ideas would be most welcome. Please let
your street warden know – we are always ready for fresh challenges!
Please remember you can use your travel voucher as they are valid for any
of our outings during 2017. Just fill in your details before you hand the travel
voucher to your street warden. Thank you.
Information
Fire Service & Bobby Van – If you need a smoke alarm fitting or checking
please contact the Fire Service on 0800 038 2323. If you need the Bobby Van
please call them on 01225 794652.
Tai chi – We hold Tai chi sessions each Thursday at 2pm in the Millennium Hall.
There are places available so if you would like to give it a go please contact
Louise Tidman on 772558 for more information.
Minibuses – Please contact Hazel Woodbridge our minibus co-ordinator on
770862 if you would like to book the minibus.
If you are thinking of volunteering as a driver or “shotgun” (driver’s assistant) on
the minibuses please contact Andy White the minibus secretary on 771656 or
email him at andywhitepacmb@gmail.com New volunteers are always welcome.
Purton Luncheon Club – The Luncheon Club is held on Tuesday’s and
Thursday’s in the Silver Threads Hall at 12pm. A delicious two course home
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cooked meal followed by a dessert and cup of tea/coffee costs just £4.50. What
a bargain! Transport is provided by the Age Concern minibuses. Places are
available, for more information please contact Pat Suddaby on 771331.
Fit Steps FAB Dance Class – If you like Ballroom and Latin dancing and want
to get fit why not try the Fit Steps dance classes held on Fridays from 4.30pm5.30pm in the Village Hall. A dance partner is not required. For more information
please contact Joanne Edwards on 01793 325341 or just turn up at the Village
Hall at 4.30pm on Fridays.
LOUISE TIDMAN

Ten Years Ago...

As we have recently been reminded, ten years ago the desperately sad story
of Madeleine McCann’s disappearance was filling every headline and ten years
on, an enforced separation from your child must remain every parent’s worst
nightmare. At least early in May this year, 82 of the Chibok schoolgirls were
released after their capture in north eastern Nigeria 3 years ago.
In Purton Magazine 10 years ago, it was mentioned how fortunate we are to
have several groups that help children to grow and extend their horizons in
safe surroundings with their contemporaries. Indeed it will now be 30 years
since Rainbows started nationally and 10 years ago the Purton Rainbows
were completing challenges to gain a commemorative badge which projected
the words “look, learn, laugh, love” which must still neatly encapsulate the key
encouragements for our youngsters.
The results of the local elections 10 years ago for the Minety and Purton Ward
were published to confirm that Geoff Greenaway, Roger ‘Chuck’ Berry and Jacqui
Lay were elected as District Councillors. In the recent Unitary Council elections,
Jacqui Lay received three quarters of the votes cast for the single seat in Purton.
It was also reported that the 2007 cricket season had started in excellent weather
– as has this season 10 years later – although a report from the Devizes and
Wiltshire Gazette dated 1st August 1839 was included. When it looked as if the
Lansdown batting would beat Purton, the following was recorded: “The change
however, did not last long for the remaining nine were put out with only six runs,
thus proving the glorious uncertainty of the game.” Purton won the match by
only 35 runs with Lansdown recording eight “ducks” in their second innings. The
cricket club’s report on early happenings in this 2017 season appear on page xx.
As all past issues from January 2004 (but without advertisements) can be
accessed through our on-line archive, please visit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk
for further information.
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Purton & Green Gable Surgery PPG
Fundraising plan
You may have heard of the Brighter Futures Appeal
which is raising funds for a Radiotherapy Unit in Swindon - at the moment
patients needing this therapy have to travel out of Swindon for it. The cost is
£2,900,000 and so far the around half of this has been raised. Purton PPG is
planning to hold an event to raise funds for this appeal, your suggestions and
help will be appreciated.
To quote from the Appeal’s JustGiving website:
‘Imagine being given news that will change not only your life but the lives of
people you love. Imagine being given news which means you’ll need to spend
countless hours travelling to and from hospital to receive treatment in the hope
it will save your life.
Every month 284 people in Swindon and Wiltshire are given a diagnosis of
cancer at Great Western Hospital. Our cancer patients have to make the journey
to Oxford, Bath or Cheltenham to receive their radiotherapy treatment.
We want to change this once and for all and give people life-saving radiotherapy
treatment right here in Swindon. This is your chance to support the biggest
improvement in cancer care in Swindon in a generation.
This is a partnership with Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
who will build the facility and run the service, but we need to equip the centre for
our patients’
Failure to turn up for Booked Appointments
Some appointments are being wasted because patients fail to attend. If for any
reason you are unable to attend your booked appointment then please cancel it
in good time so that another patient can take your place.
Repeat Prescriptions
As a result of increased prescription workload Lloyds Pharmacy now requires
five working days from when you drop off your request at the surgery to dispense
repeat prescriptions.
Receiving the G4P Newsletter
Purton PPG Newsletters are always sent to our local magazines, however if you
would like to receive them earlier then you can do so by email. Simply email on
groupforpatients@gmail.com to let us know.
SHEILA FOWLER, Secretary, Purton PPG

Views from Purton footpaths
The packs of 6 notelets are now available at the Purton House Farm Shop - in
addition to Val’s hairdressers, Flawless Floors and The Pear Tree. Thank you to
everyone who has bought some. All profits going to St Mary’s Church roof fund.
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Purton Carnival www.purtoncarnival.co.uk
It’s Carnival Month !!
Kicking off with the Pig Roast, BBQ & Live music Saturday 3
June at playclose starting at 4pm. We would recommend walking or taxi as there
is no parking at this event
New style, new route for this years bigger Fun Run organised by Heather PontingBather on Sunday 11 June at 1pm. Race HQ at Purton House Organics Farm
Shop. We at the carnival would like to thank Rowie and all at Purton House who
support the carnival and the village. Without their continued support we would
not be able to do as much as we do
There is still time to enter a Float or walking group within the procession Saturday
1 July. Car boot and stalls still available at the field on Saturday 1 July, £10 per
pitch. If you are a registered charity the pitch is FREE.
We are in need of helpers !! From road closure marshals to helping to run and
event/stall, and we need committee members and a new chairman as this is
Kevin’s last year on the carnival committee. We hope you enjoy this year’s
carnival and hope there are many more years of carnival to come.
Please remember that the following roads will be closed to vehicles on Saturday
1st July from 12noon – 2pm: Ringsbury, Pavenhill, High Street, Station Road,
Church Street, Church End. There will be a Police controlled rolling road block
at the back of the procession. We apologise for any inconvenience caused but
hope you can bear with us for these two hours once a year.
If you park your car on the road on any of the mentioned areas above if you
are able to remove it before 12noon on the 1st of July then this would make life
easier if and emergency vehicle needed to get through. Many Thanks.
2017 Theme is: “Emergency Services”
Sat 3 June
Pig Roast & BBQ
Playclose Play Park
4pm
Sun 11 June
Fun Run		
Purton Farm Shop
1pm
Sun 25 June
Carnival Golf		
Golf Course		
10am
Tue 27 June
Teddy Bears Picnic
Purton Club		
1.30pm
Wed 28 June Carnival Bingo		
Silver Threads Hall
7.30pm
Sat 1 July
Carnival Procession
From Ringsbury		
12 noon - 2pm
Sat 1 July
Carnival Fete		
Purton House Field
12 noon - 6pm
Sun 20 Aug
AGM			
Silver Threads Hall
7.30pm
Wed 27 Sept September Bingo
Silver Threads Hall
7.30pm
Fri 24 Nov
Quiz Night		
Royal George Pub
7.30pm
Wed 6 Dec
Christmas Bingo
Silver Threads Hall
7.30pm
Thurs 20 Dec Santa comes to Purton Top of Village		
6pm onwards
Fri 21 Dec
Santa Comes to Purton Bottom of Village
6pm onwards
KEVIN LAW, Purton Carnival Chairman
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Fun Run 2017
The online sign up for the Fun Run, taking place on 11 June at 1pm, is open:
www.fullonsport.com/event/purton-carnival-fun-run/profile and paper entry
forms are available from In Touch Design and Print, 2 College Road, 772954 or
email: heather@intouchpurton.co.uk.
We’re still looking for volunteers to help marshal the event, so if you live somewhere
along the route, why not join in and help make it a success? We need marshals
in the following locations; Church Path, Play Close, The High Street, Station
Road, Witts Lane, Vastern Hill, Hoggs Lane, Pavenhill, Dogridge, Restrop View,
Ringsbury Close, Battlewell, Restrop Road, fields between Restrop Road and
Manor Hill, The Pear Tree, The Cricket Ground, The Fox, The Hyde, Purton Farm
Shop and St Mary’s Church. If you’d like to help, please call or email me.
HEATHER PONTING-BATHER

Wessex Male Choir

… Present their Summer Concert “Wessex & Friends”, featuring Wessex with
Musical Director Rhiannon Williams-Hale plus the Wessex Chamber Choir, After
Eight, and Jon Driver (piano) at the Great Western Hall, STEAM, Swindon SN2
2EY.
The concert is on Saturday 15 July at 7.30pm (doors 7pm, entry to museum
and bar from 6.30pm). Tickets, price £12.50 (under-16s free) from Swindon
Central Library, the choir on (01285) 869955, or via the choir’s website
www.wessexmalechoir. In Purton, you can get tickets from Stuart on 01793
772359. Registered Charity No.1159723.
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Christian Aid Week in Purton….so far!
Thank you so much to all Purtonians who participated
in one or more of the Christian Aid activities this year.
We are so grateful to you all.
We had the Plants and Cakes stall at the Top Shops…with dozens of delicious
cakes being baked for us and sold to others: and hundreds of plants grown from
seed, for use in various gardens around the village. A raffle appeared out of
nowhere and bric-a-brac, including the sunshine, was sold to increase the funds.
Thanks to all who bought, sold and contributed in so many ways.
The Christian Aid Breakfast was a feast of food and fun! Dozens came to enjoy
the meal in St Mary’s Church, which included hot bacon butties and warm
croissants with home made jams!
What a treat on a Sunday morning. And the Church is such a wonderfully friendly
place to sit down and share a meal. There is always room for more people….so
why not come and try it for yourself next time, if you’ve never had breakfast in a
church before!
Our special Christian Aid Church service was focussing on the plight of the
millions of refugees who are stuck in camps, in countries such as Greece and
Germany. They have had to leave their homeland to escape from war; and they
are desperate to return home…but many of them have no homes to return to.
They have lost everything…their homes, their jobs, their families, their status,
their future. Christian Aid Week was started 60 years ago….this year is the
Diamond Anniversary…. to support refugees after WW2. But now there are
millions more in need of our support. And Christian Aid is grateful to Purton
people for supporting so generously and so caringly. Thank you.
LIBBIE SHEPPARD & MARY HODGES And the Purton Christian Aid Team.
Christian Aid Quiz
Thank you SO much to all who bought a copy of the Christian Aid Quiz. We have
made over £370 this year from the sale.
I make no apology for the fact that it drives some people absolutely frantic with
frustration and fury…but well, that’s quite good for £1.50!
I am especially grateful to Andrew The Butchers: the Purton Vets and Shear
Success the Hairdressers for selling our Quiz this year.
Our worthy winner this year is Susan (and Barry) Pitts of Vasterne Close: and
other Purtonians came a very close second….. in fact there were several people
who got all the answers right but I quibbled about a few spellings, commas and
other tiny errors! Answer sheets are available from Libbie: 771018
Christian Aid Week: red envelopes
Sincere and grateful thanks to all who put money into the little red envelopes that
popped through most Purton letterboxes.
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If, by any chance, your envelope has not been collected up, please contact
Libbie 771018 and she will come and collect it.
We are so grateful to everyone for their generous contributions towards the
Christian Aid funds. This year all the money will be sent to local organisations
supporting refugees arriving by the boat load, all around the Mediterranean, as
they try to escape from war and terrorism. Often the local people, who rescue
them, have little enough to share, but they offer food and safety, hospitality
and a chance of recovery after the most traumatic of journeys. Most of these
refugees want to return to their homeland when they get a chance, when the
fighting ceases, but, for now, they are reliant on help from organisations such as
Christian Aid. Christian Aid was first set up after the Second World War, to help
refugees in 1945. The need is even greater now in 2017.
For more details please contact: LIBBIE: 771018 or 07811 104910

Christian Aid Curry Night
The annual event is a little bit later this year due to me being away during
Christian Aid week.
However, if you would like to join us again this year to raise money for a good
cause by eating delicious food in a beautiful setting along with friends and family
come along to the Maharajah on Tuesday 13 June. There will be two sittings,
6.30pm and 8.00pm and you will need to reserve a place. Contact Wendy on
771749 or Kate on 772930 by 10 June.
We would like to thank Khalique for hosting this event for us again and providing
a tasty meat and vegetarian buffet accompanied by naan bread and rice.
Make sure you don’t miss out!
WENDY JOHNSON AND KATE ROBINSON

Come and join us for good food and good company at

The Maharajah’s Curry Night!

Tuesday 13 June, with sittings at 6.30pm
and 8pm. Tickets £15 a head.
With thanks to Khalique, all proceeds to Christian Aid.
To book your places contact Wendy (771749)
or Kate (772930)
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Purton Historical Society
Saturday 10 June 2017 – Annual Coach Outing to Croome
Court. Further details available from Helen Dixon on 07976 546825 –
Email: helendixonmail@gmail.com or Society meetings.
Wednesday 5th July 2017 – Evening town walk around Royal Wootton Bassett
This walk, led by Owen Collier, follows on from Roger Smith’s presentation at the
April meeting entitled ‘Historic Wootton Bassett’; see below. The walk will last for
one and a half hours and will take in places shown in the presentation.
There will be a small charge of £2.00 per person which will be collected on the
evening and donated to the Royal Wootton Bassett Town Mayor’s Appeal. We
will meet in the layby at the bottom of College Road, Purton at 6.30 p.m. Please
could you let us know on 01793 770117 or E mail tjneate57@gmail.com if you
are taking a car and have spare spaces or if you require transport.
Alternatively, if you wish to go direct to Royal Wotton Bassett, we will meet you
at Sainsbury’s entrance at 6.45pm Borough Fields Car Park, Royal Wootton
Bassett SN4 7AX. If you let us know on 01793 770117 or E mail tjneate57@
gmail.com that you are going direct, we can make sure that we meet you.
Our first meeting in the Autumn will take place on:
Thursday 28 September 2017 at 7.30pm in Purton Village Hall, John Fell – Post
Boxes and the Royal Mail, further details of this meeting to follow.
New Members and visitors always welcome
TONY & JANET NEATE
E mail: tjneate57@gmail.com, tel: 01793 770117
On 27th April about fifty people met in the Village Hall to hear Roger Smith a
resident of Royal Wootton Basset give a fascinating film lecture, comprising over
three hundred photos of the town as it was during the last approximately 150
years. We were reminded when with only one Post Office, the town had three
posts daily, more than thirty public houses, two dairies and three breweries, eight
churches and latterly a 400-seater cinema - the Mascot & the Electra.
The old haberdashers; Maslins, Angelinettas, Trows and Harry Brevir the
solicitors - all well-remembered by the audience! 800 men came to the town to
build the railway between 1841-1912 and electricity came around 1935.
He pictured the beautiful half-timbered building on stilts in the High Street, once
the town hall (and lock-up), now the museum, re-opening in mid May and free
to enjoy.The audiences discussed many memories and an enthusiastic vote of
thanks was given by Dr John Belt after refreshments. All welcome, members
free, visitors £3.
Jill Watts, teddington1940@gmail.com
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Purton Historical Society Outing
Croome Court, Saturday 10 June
We still have a few seats available for the Summer outing which this year takes
us to Croome Court a graceful neo – Palladian mid 18th century mansion once
home to the Earls of Coventry. It was the 6th Earl of Coventry known as a bit of a
trend setter who in 1751 gave ‘Capability’ Brown his first commission to not only
redesign the whole landscape but to remodel the old Jacobean house. Croome
was sold in 1948 and saw the fine collection of art and furniture dispersed far
and wide. Since then Croome has been a home to a boys school, a Hare Krishna
centre and RAF Deffer airbase. The house is now run by the National Trust
and is in the process of returning some of the collections with an innovative,
imaginative and creative artistic approach with a 21st century twist!
The church, wonderful parkland and a lake, along with the RAF museum and
visitor centre located in refurbished airfield buildings, NT shop and various
eateries including a 1940s style canteen means there is something for everyone.
We will travel by coach leaving Purton at 8.45am and returning by 6.30pm.
Cost £16 for NT members and £26 for non NT members including refreshments
on arrival and an introductory talk. You do not have to be a member of
PHS to join us. As we are only a few days away from June 10th please ring
Helen on 01793 759123 or 07976 546825 to check availability of seats or
email helendixonmail@gmail.com A booking form can be downloaded from
www.purtonmuseumandhistoricalsociety.com

We Record …
Funerals at St Mary’s Church:
11 April 2017 Rite Ellen Mary Gough (84)
12 April 2017 Lilian Kathleen Barbara Woolford (Barbara) (90)
Funeral at Kingsdown Crematorium:
8 May 2017
Theodora Marchant (Theo) (85)
Baptisms at St Mary’s Church:
23 April 2017 Joshua Daniel Smith
30 April 2017 Joshua James Paul Mills
7 May 2017
Sydnie Sylvia Songhurst
In Memoriam:
7 June 1917
Richard Stanley Selwood of The Common, Purton and later
Brisbane, Australia. Killed in action, aged 28, at Messines
Ridge with 52nd Battalion Australian Imperial Expeditionary
Force. He is remembered on the Purton War Memorial, and on
the Memorial Board and Memorial Book in St Mary’s Church.
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Purton Evening W.I.
Our April Meeting was perhaps the most serious meeting of the
year. We had our ‘Resolution’ Meeting, where we discuss subjects
that can affect anyone and/or the environment around us.
This year the Resolutions from The National Federation of WI’s were;
‘Alleviating Loneliness’ and ‘Plastic Soup’.
Loneliness affects people of all ages, not just the elderly. We discussed the
problem and the possible solutions, and what we, as a WI could do to help. It
was suggested that rather than lobbying the Government on this issue, it would
perhaps be better tackled individually in the community.
The other Resolution was about the Micro fibres found in synthetic clothing. During
every wash, fibres are shed in the washing machine; In turn these will go into the
oceans and eventually will end up in the food chain. Fleeces made from recycled
bottles were once thought to be a good idea, but further investigations have proved
this not to be.
The arguments were to lobby the makers of Washing Machines to add a filter to
their machines (which would need cleaning out by the consumer), or to lobby the
Environment Agencies in to installing filters at the Waste Water Plants.
There were arguments for and against; however the Members decided that The
WI has long campaigned on Environmental issues, and when a vote was taken, all
members voted in favour.
After the serious business of the day, we enjoyed a nice glass of wine and some
entertainment from our very our Entertainers Group. We were treated to song and
prose about springtime.
Our Next Meeting will be on Wednesday 21th June. 7.30pm at Purton Village
Hall. The speaker for the evening will give a talk about Shoes-You and your feet.
A subject very dear to many a girl’s heart! The Competition is to bring along a pair
of your own shoes, to see if members can identify the owner – that could be very
interesting! New members and visitors are always welcome, so come along and
give us a try!
For more details contact: Barb 01793 770818 or Janet 01793 772146

Cricklade Country Market
Next market: Friday 30 June 2 - 4pm at The Jenner Hall,
Cricklade. All our produce is locally handmade, home
cooked or home grown so come and find delicious pies
and cakes, scones and cookies, jams and pickles and original gifts. Pop along for a
delicious afternoon tea or come in for after school refreshments too!
Future dates: 28 July, 25 August and find us on the field at the Town festival this year!
Please call Nikki on 01793 751845 or Moira on 01793 771656 to place an order or
for further information about the market.
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Wilts & Berks Canal Trust
Sunshine greeted friends and supporters of the Wilts & Berks
Canal Trust at the Spring Fair held at the Trust’s HQ the
Peterborough Arms, Dauntsey Lock. Attractions included a
display of canal scenes by SWADS, a spinning display, plant and
craft stalls, second hand books for sale and sweets and refreshments available
to the many people who attended.
Rod Bluh, Chairman of the Wilts
& Berks Trust, was present
and Ollie Phipps, Community
Engagement
Manager
from
Wiltshire Council, said: “A lovely
atmosphere with very happy
people. Malmesbury Area Board
is very pleased to have supported
the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust
with grant funding towards the
provision of disabled access here
together with equipment needed
for the innovative community
engagement work the Trust is
piloting through its Transitions
Project.”
The Peterborough Arms, an historic grade II listed building, is being refurbished
and brought back to life by a team of Trust volunteers and is nearing its target of
full opening as a canal side pub in June/July this summer. In the meantime it is
in constant use for community and Trust events and meetings.
Come and find out more about the Trust www.wbct.org.uk #forallofus
Wilts & Berks Canal Trust is a charitable organisation working to preserve,
conserve and improve the route of the Wilts & Berks and North Wilts canals.
The WBCT is committed to restoring the full length of these historic canals;
from Wiltshire through Swindon and into Oxfordshire. The aim is to create a
sustainable and bio-diverse blue and green corridor that, as it winds through
our region, provides a host of attractive lifestyle and economic benefits to our
communities and to visitors, as well as providing a safe and welcoming habitat
for wildlife.
The canal is part of our heritage, but our waterway can also, today, add so much
to our busy and crowded 21st century lives. Join us in our journey to create this
regional treasure.
SHEILA WADE, PR & Communications Director
07976 281586 sheila.wade@wbct.org.uk
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Can you help us to build a better future
for your Air Ambulance?
Wiltshire Air Ambulance has been saving lives for over
27 years and work has begun on our new airbase at
Semington, near Melksham, see artist’s impression
below. The new airbase will bring together our
helicopter, aircrew and charity team onto one site for
the first time.
The central location of our new airbase will mean our helicopter will be able to
reach all parts of Wiltshire within 11 minutes, as it currently does now from its
base in Devizes. Our fundraising appeal for the new airbase has got off to a
flying start, but we still need to raise just under £1 million to complete the building
and equipping of it.
In 2016, Wiltshire Air Ambulance took off on 697 occasions to attend incidents
in our area including; road traffic collisons, cardiac emergencies, incidents
involving children, sporting accidents and medical collapse. This is an increase
of 34% on 2015 figures.
Can you help us raise the vital funds for our Airbase Appeal? There are lots of
different ways you can get involved, such as holding a cake sale, organising a
challenge event or uploading a photo for our helicopter mosaic.
We also have fun ways for schools and businesses to get onboard
and support our appeal. Find our more by visiting our special website:
www.wiltshireairbaseappeal.co.uk , call the Charity Team office on 01380 739453
or email hello@wiltshireairambulance.co.uk
Registered charity number: 1144097
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Purton Village Diary - June 2017
1 Th
3 Sa

10.30am Communion at St Mary’s Church
4.00pm Purton Carnival Pig Roast and BBQ at Play Close play park

8.00am
4 Su
		
10.30am
		
6.00pm
5 M		
6 Tu
2.00pm
7 W
10.00am
			
8 Th
11.00am
9.00am
9 F

Communion at St Mary’s Church
Family Service at St Mary’s Church
Evensong at St Mary’s Church
Deadline to sign up and participate in Purton Open Gardens
Silver Threads at Silver Threads Hall
Purton Age Concern outing to Gloucester Docks
Your last chance to sign up for Purton Carnival Fun Run
Songs of Praise at The Cedars
Purton Age Concern minibus to Cirencester, from all areas
of the village
		
7.30pm Purton Baby & Toddler Group Ladies’ Cheese & Wine party
at Purton Village Hall
8.45am Purton Historical Society outing to Croome Court
10 Sa
		
10.00am Purton Methodist Church fundraising coffee morning at 35
High Street, Purton
			
Copy deadline for July issue of Purton Magazine

11 Su
		
		
		

8.00am
10.30am
1.00pm
2.00pm

13 Tu
		
		
16 F

10.00am
11.00am
6.30pm
7.30pm

17 Sa

7.00pm

18 Su
		
		
20 Tu
21 W
		

8.00am
10.30am
4.00pm
2.00pm
2.00pm
7.30pm

Communion at St Mary’s Church
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Purton Carnival Fun Run, Race HQ at Purton Farm Shop
Purton Age Concern Queen’s Sapphire Jubilee celebration
at the Red House
Purton & District Probus at Red House Lounge, ‘Convoy HX84’
Songs of Praise at Ashgrove House
and 8.30pm Christian Aid Curry Night at the Maharajah
and 17th Purton Amateur Dramatics performance of
‘Journey’s End’ at Purton Village Hall
Sing 4/4 Community Choir Summer Concert at St
Sampson’s Church

Communion at St Mary’s Church
Family Communion at St Mary’s Church
Messy Church at St Mary’s Primary School
Purton Entertainers at Silver Threads Hall
Communion at Ashgrove House
Purton Evening Women’s Institute at Purton Village Hall, a
shoe-themed evening.
Closing date for applications to become a new governor at
23 F		
St Mary’s Primary School
9.00am Purton Age Concern minibus to Cirencester from all areas
23 F
of the village
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25 Su
		
		
		
26 M

8.00am
10.00am
10.30am
4.00pm
7.30pm

27 Tu

10.00am

		
		
		
		
30 F

1.30pm
2.30pm
6.00pm
7.30pm
3.30pm

July
1 Sa
5 W
8 Sa
		

Communion at St Mary’s Church
Purton Carnival Golf, venue TBC
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Messy Church at Ridgeway Farm Primary School
Royal Wootton Bassett Choral Society summer concert at
St Bartholomew’s Church
Purton & District Probus at Red House Lounge, ‘The making
of Casablanca’
Purton Carnival Teddy Bears’ picnic at Purton Club
Communion at White Lodge
Open evening at Bradon Forest School
Purton Gardeners’ Guild at Silver Threads hall
St Mary’s Primary School PTA Summer Fair, St Mary’s
School field

12 noon Purton Carnival Procession
10.00am Purton Age Concern Outing to Hop Pocket Shopping Village
10.00am Age Concern Coffee morning at Jackie and Dick Scott’s
home in Bentham
10.30am and 9th Purton Open Gardens

Every week
Tu
9.00am to 11am: Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall
(term time)
		
12 noon Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
		
7.30pm Bridge Club at the Red House
W
10.00am to 12 noon: Coffee and chat at Silver Threads Hall
		 2.00pm to 5.00pm: Purton Museum open, free of charge
		
6.30pm Rock Solid at Purton Methodist Church
Th
9.00am to 11am: Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall
(term time)
		
12 noon Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
		 2.00pm to 3pm: Age Concern T’ai Chi at Millennium Hall
		
2.20pm Pram Service for pre-school children at Purton Methodist
Church (term time)
F
10.00am to 11.30am: Tea, cofee and cake at The Cedars
Sa
10.00am to 12.30pm: Purton Museum open, free of charge
Moon Phases
◐ 1 June

◯ 9 June

◑ 17 June

● 24 June

If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages,
contact Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton
or email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
Page 35

Purton FC
Another season has come to an end, seeing the club finish 6th in the Hellenic
League Div 1 West. A bit disappointing as two good runs of 8-match unbeaten
league matches during the season were outweighed by manager, Justin Miller
and his assistant Nick Maggs, were, for many weeks, down to the bare bones as
players were either injured or unavailable.
Justin and Nick have stood down for the 2017/8 season due to work and
family commitments so the club are looking for a new management team to
take over next Season. (Anyone interested can contact Alan Eastwood on
Tel: 01793 729844 or Email to: alan.eastwood83@ntlworld.com with details of
previous experience.
Sadly because the club has not been able to install a supporters stand, hard
standing on another side of the ground and floodlighting the club have been
relegated from the Hellenic League. Under FA rulings on ground grading
requirements that the Purton ‘trustees’ will not permit means we are forced to
return to the Wilts Senior League.
At their annual presentation night held at the red house club on Friday the 5
May Purton Chairman Alan Eastwood and Purton Red House Chairman Terry
Crumbie handed out awards to:
Player of the season				
Aaron Stevens
Players player of the season			
Matthew Bearne
Supporters player of the season			
Matthew Bearne
Clubman of the season				
Andrew Cowan
Chairman’s award of the season			
Matt Bennett
Training award of the season			
Edward Herbert
Sporting/good conduct Award of the season
Craig Kent
Special awards were also made to Justin Miller and Nick Maggs for their
seasons work and Ethan Miller for assistance at home matches.
Purton’s annual general meeting will take place at the re house club at
12.30pm. On Saturday the 3rd of June - anyone welcome to attend when
anyone who may be interested would like to join the club’s committee.
ALAN EASTWOOD

Purton Tennis Club
So the tennis season has started – hail and sleet,
cold weather, wind and rain! Despite this, the
teams are off, and have notched a few wins up already.
Junior sessions on a Saturday are under way – if you have any youngsters
aged 7 -16 interested in tennis, please come along and try it. This is all part of
their junior membership and we need up-and-coming youngsters to introduce to
competitive tennis.
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and colds that have blighted so many people recently. What with that and the
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from an original scorebook so no further
are currently known.
Matches at Purton in June:
Sat 3 June 1st Xi v. Marlborough
Sat 17 June 2nd. Xi v. Buscot Park
Sun 4 June U-15 v. South Wilts
Sat 24 June 1st.Xi v. Royal Wootton Bassett
Sat 10 June 1st. Xi v. Devizes
Sun 25 June U-15 v. Swindon
Sun 11 June U-13 v. Chippenham
DAVID BISSET
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Ferns with their large curling fronds and hostas, as their leaves emerge to superb
effect, are particularly favoured for planting. Hosta ’Niagara Falls’ with its amazing
autumn colour as the leaves fade and the evergreen ‘Polypodium’ fern, whose
fronds appear in July, only dying down the following June, are of particular note.
Adding woodland based compost serves to mulch the ground, forming a perfect
bed for Galanthus (Snowdrop), variety ‘Little Ben’ being a favourite of Andrew’s.
Where trees are concerned, ‘Davidia Involucrata’, the handkerchief tree, forms a
lovely contrast to the dark stump of a stumpery during the winter months whilst
Andrew gave particular mention to ‘Cercidiphyllum Japonicum’, with its toffee
apple smell, it’s leaves bronze tinted when young, turning yellow, orange and pink
in the autumn.
Primula ‘Candelabra’, ‘Cyclamen hederifolium’ and ‘Stobilanthes’ for late colour
in shade should be considered along with Andrew’s favourite ‘Blechnum Penna
Marina’, the alpine water fern with it’s small ladder-shaped fronds which he assures
us is gorgeous.
Peter Berry proposed the vote of thanks for what we all agreed was a most
professional presentation, both visually and informatively, of a fascinating subject.
Congratulations to the winners of our competition ’A picture of my shed’: 1st Mark
Zuchelli, 2nd Deb Davis and 3rd Joyce Ball.
If you have an interest in gardening, and would like to join us, we meet on the
fourth Tuesday of each month with a speaker, competition and raffle. Looking
forward to next month we shall be welcoming Paul Green who will be presenting
a talk entitled ‘Add some foliage colour to your garden’. I have it on good authority
that there will be plants for sale so come prepared!
Meeting date: 27 June, 7.30pm, Silver Threads Hall. The competition will be ‘3
Fragrant roses’.
MARGARET GOODALL, Secretary, 770906

Purton Open Gardens 8/9 July 2017
There are just enough participants so the event is proceeding on the above 2 days,
from 10.30am until 4.30pm, although some gardens will only be open one of the
days. Additional participants are still welcome, but we need to know by 5th June so
programmes can be printed. The 2 charities this year will be Jubilee Gardens and
Brighter Futures (for a scanner at GWH).
Entry to the gardens is by program, one per person, cost £5, under 16s free,
available from Toomers, Greatfield garden centre or participating gardens, which
will be highlighted by signs and balloons. There will be refreshments and light
snacks in several gardens as mentioned in the program.
Let’s hope for good weather. Mention the occasion to your friends, order your
charabanc and come on down.
Any queries, contact Nick Yerbury
770552 or email: the.yerburys@btinternet.com
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Purton Post Bag
The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where
space and content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted
for publication without the proper name and address of the
correspondent being supplied. However, these details may be
withheld from publication if requested.

CUTS TO PURTON
BUS SERVICE
I was wondering how others in this
village feel about the cuts to the bus
service recently. In fact I was so upset
that I wrote to Purton Parish Council,
Wiltshire Council and Braydon Forest
school. I also contacted Jacqui Lay,
Councillor for Purton
On Monday 8 May, myself, my husband
and my friend attended at the Purton
Parish Council meeting. I was amazed
that only three of us had turned out at
that meeting. I thought that the Parish
Council members were very fair in their
response to my letter. We were told
that unfortunately, it is all down to cost
and the fact that not many people use
the bus service. Our particular concern
was for the people who have suddenly
found themselves stranded in getting
to and from Swindon, workers, young
people who have after school jobs, or
even dental or hospital appointments.
It was pointed out at that meeting that
the Purton Council had put a message
out on facebook, but had very little
response. Therefore they had no idea
of who or how many people may be
affected by the cuts to the bus service.
I am therefore appealing to everyone
who has been affected by the cuts
to the bus service, young and older,

to get in touch with Purton Parish
Council, either by twitter, facebook,
email or letter, to let them know the
impact it is having on your travel in and
out of Swindon. Let us not become
an isolated village for lack of public
transport.
Oonagh Clarke
THANKS TO RED HOUSE
LIFE MEMBERS
May I on behalf of the Red House
committee thank our Life members
for their kind donations in lieu of nonrequirement to pay membership fees.
The terms of our lease is to maintain
and repair various internal and external
parts of the Red House Club and a
request was put to our Life members
to see if they would assist in the
finance of this and the response was
very encouraging and the work well
under way without too much burden
on the clubs finances. I have posted a
list on the notice board of the people
who donated with the amount raised
and feel free to view the list and IF you
are not on it please don’t feel you have
missed out because repairs etc. are
ongoing and I am sure you would like
your name on that honours list!
Many thanks, Terry Crumbie
(Red House Chairman)
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THANK YOU
Ben Gough and family would like to
thank all those who attended Rita’s
funeral, special thanks to Judith Wells
and David Perkins for the lovely
service. We appreciate all the cards,
letters and flowers that the family has
received at this sad time, and we thank
all the friends who made some lovely
cakes for the reception afterwards.
Angela Smith
COMMUNITY POLICING
I note from the ‘Community Messaging’
Newsletters that I receive, that there is
quite a spate of mindless vandalism,
burglaries and criminal damage
happening in our areas. Cricklade
seems to be very bad at times. We
really do lack the Police resources to
combat this and they cannot be in two
areas at once. However I do feel that,
as the Police Precept of our Council
Tax goes up every year, we are not

getting ‘Value for Money’! Yes, the
Police and Crimes Commissioner is
doing all he can with the funds that he
has available but we seem to be seeing
more and more of the type of issues
that, in the past, our Street Policing
would be able to deal with it. We can
always blame ‘Lack of Funding, fewer
Police, more Cyber Crime etc, taking
up resources but can not the Police
and Crimes Commissioners stand up
to this government and say, ‘Enough is
Enough’!
Chris Gleed
FANTASTIC FUNDRAISING
FOR KENYAN SCHOOLS!
I would like to say a massive thank you,
for everyone’s support and donations
received at the afternoon tea event
on the 6th may. We have raised an
unbelievable £1053.70! I have been
overwhelmed by people’s generosity
and can’t thank everyone enough.
Many thanks, Alice Taylor

Purton Horticultural Show
Hopefully by the time you read this, we will have had some much needed rain.
The soil is exceptionally dry, and it’s been a great challenge for most of us to get
anything to germinate, but hopefully the weather will sort itself out and we can all
look forward to a more normal June.
The Vegetable Section is the biggest of the show. Maybe you’ve grown all your
own vegetables for some time, but have never thought of entering any in our
Show. So why not take the plunge this year?
Whether its perfect potatoes, fabulous French beans, marvellous marrows or a
lovely lettuce, we have a category for you, and lots more besides.
Schedules will be available shortly for you all to peruse.
Show day is 19th August. New committee members are still most welcome.
Please contact me if you think you are able to help.
LORNA ROBINSON-WARDLE, SECRETARY
tel: 01793 778013 or 3rwardles@gmail.com
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Purton Placard
PURTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP

Ladies
Cheese & Wine Evening

Sat 3 June, Pig Roast & BBQ,
Playclose Play Park, 4.00pm
Sun 11 June, Fun Run, Purton
Farm Shop, 1pm
Sun 25 June, Carnival Golf,
10.00am
Tue 27 June, Teddy Bears
Picnic, Purton Club, 1.30pm
Wed 28 June, Carnival Bingo,
Silver Threads Hall, 7.30pm

PURTON METHODIST

Friday 9 June 2017, 7.30pm
Purton Village Hall.
Ticket includes a glass to personalise
and take home, live music from
Breeze and plenty of cheese and
crackers! Tickets: £5.00 available
from Mel 07813 352299

MAKE A DATE FOR THE
SING 4/4 COMMUNITY CHOIR

CHURCH
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.
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Admission £1 (for tea/co
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Summer concert
St. Sampson’s Church, Cricklade,
Saturday, 17 June at 7.00pm.
Tickets at £7.50 each, including light
refreshments, will be available from
Choir members,
The Barista, 49A High Street,
Cricklade, or from Mary New, on
01793 770630
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PURTON CHURCHES
TOGETHER

Summer
Activity Days
St Mary’s School,
College Road, Purton
Mon 7 to Wed 9 August
More details to follow

PURTON AGE CONCERN

Outing to Gloucester Docks
Wednesday 7 June
Coach leaves at 10am, cost £8
(food not included)

Queen’s Sapphire
Jubilee Celebration
Sunday 11 June, 2pm-6pm at the Red
House. All ages welcome. Bring a picnic.
BBQ & Cream Teas will be on sale. Music,
games and face painting for the children.
The bar will be open during the event.

Outing to Hop Pocket
Shopping Village
Wednesday 5 July, 10am start. Cost £12
(food not included) Please book your place
with your street warden. Remember your
travel voucher can be used on this outing.
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Groups are invited to submit forthcoming
events in, for, and behalf of the community.
Email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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St Mary’s Primary School
We are entering a very busy final two terms at St Mary’s. Hopefully the weather will
stay dry as we have lots of exciting events planned during May and June, including
trips to Legoland, @Bristol, the Year 6 Residential week in Bude and our annual
Sports Day on Wednesday 14 June.
The PTA Summer Fayre will be held on Friday 30 June at 3.30pm on the school
field. There will be various stalls, games and entertainment as well as refreshments
and a raffle, so please do come along and support us if you can!
Staff News: We warmly welcome Miss Ford who has joined us this term to cover
maternity leave for Miss Harries.
Sports for Champions
Beverley Jones – 5 times Para-Olympian visited the children in March. Beverley
was told, at three years old, that she would never run, never catch a ball, and
would not be able to compete in sports. She currently has over 20 international
medals, including an Olympic bronze, for 100 and 200m sprints, discus and shot.
It was certainly an inspirational visit.

Cluster Gymnastics Competition
St Mary’s went to Bradon Forest for the Cluster Gymnastics Competition on
Friday 31st March. 29 children attended from Foundation Stage to Year 6, and
they competing against 5 other schools. St Mary’s came 1st, and 3rd in the Key
Stage 2 competition, and 4th and 5th in the Foundations/Key Stage 1 competition.
Congratulations and a huge well done to those children who took part.
North Wiltshire Cluster Music Festival
St Mary’s choir were one of 11 local primary school choirs who took part in the 9th
North Wiltshire Music Festival at the Oasis Leisure Centre on Thursday 30 March.
They participated in a wonderful festival of songs and sounds on the theme of The
Oscars, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening.
Should anyone wish to visit the school, you are warmly welcome. Visits can be
arranged through the school office admin@st-marys-purton.wilts.sch.uk or by
phoning us on (01793) 770239. For more information about our wonderful school
and all the exciting learning opportunities that take place, visit our school website
http://www.st-marys-purton.wilts.sch.uk MRS NAOMI CLARKE, Head Teacher
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School Governor
St Mary’s CE Primary School is seeking to appoint a Co-opted School Governor.
The school is located in the heart of village of Purton where you will find our children
‘Learning Together’ in faith, love and friendship. As governors we aim to ensure that
all children, including those who are disadvantaged, feel valued and special and
enjoy attending a school, which has a strong Christian ethos. At St Mary’s, a highly
motivated and dedicated team ensure that all children aspire to achieve their full
potential, both academically and socially.
Commitment: Twelve meetings per school academic year and additional time for
dedicated committees, training, school visits and events. Governors meetings are
usually held in the evenings however training, school visits and some meetings will
take place during the school day.
Salary: This role is voluntary. Closing date: Friday 23rd June, 2017.
Interviews: Week commencing 3rd July, 2017
We are looking for someone who:
Is keen to support a school where there are high expectations for the outcome of
pupils and a culture that enables both pupils and staff to excel;
Is committed to undergoing appropriate training in order to provide effective support
and challenge to the school leadership team;
Recognises that the need for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
is at the heart of the school’s work, underpinned by the school’s Christian values;
•
Is able to be flexible with their time in order to attend a range of Governor
events;
Has vision to shape the future of the school with a clear strategy that considers
•
the views of all key stakeholders and protects the longer term interests of St
Mary’s and the community of Purton.
Ideally we would like applicants with some or all of the following skills:
•
•
Experience of financial planning and management;
•
An understanding of special educational needs;
•
Experience of working or volunteering with young people;
•
A working knowledge of health and safety and risk management;
Experience of recruitment.
•
We will offer you:
The chance to work with a team of governors, who are highly dedicated, welcoming
and receptive to new ideas;
The opportunity to support the school Leadership team in shaping the lives of the
young people in our community.
Please apply in writing, stating your relevant skills and interest in the position (no
more than 1 side of A4) to the Clerk to the Governors at clerk@st-marys-purton.
wilts.sch.uk Further information on being a school Governor can also be found at
www.nga.org.uk
St Mary’s CE Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share
this commitment. All applicants will be subject to a full Disclosure and Barring
Service check before appointment is confirmed.
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The Great War Project
Part 47: June 1917

The following men with Purton connections were mobilised in June 1917.
To France:
Ernest William Burgess, Royal Marines Light Infantry.
Western Front:
On 7 June, a major attack was launched on the Messines-Wytschaete Ridge.
It started at 3.10 am with the detonation of 19 British mines that had been laid
in advance under the ridge about 6 miles south of Ypres. The immensity of the
explosion changed the landscape on the ridge and about 10,000 German soldiers
died instantly in the blast. The sound of the explosion could be heard as far away
as London (150 miles), some reports even saying as far away as Dublin (440
miles). It certainly ranks among the largest non-nuclear explosions of all time.
The initial advance in the sector was made by New Zealand forces under a creeping
barrage of British shells landing up to 1,500 yards (1,400m) ahead of their advance,
with support from tanks, cavalry patrols and aircraft. The Australian 52nd Battalion
moved beyond the New Zealanders’ position into the German lines. Coming over
the Messines ridge, the 52nd was struck by a German artillery barrage. The 49th
Battalion was situated on their right flank, but the British 33rd Brigade, supposed
to be on their left, had been delayed. The 52nd waited in shell holes for the order
to advance. At 1.40 pm they crossed the Messines to Wytschaete road. Without
the British 33rd, they needed to cover their section and also swing north to take the
British unit’s objectives and prevent German forces splitting the advance.
Richard Stanley Selwood was the son of John and Annie Selwood, of The Common
in Purton. Richard was born in 1888 and attended school in Purton. After a period
working in Swindon for the GWR, he emigrated to Australia in 1910 when 22 years
old. He enlisted with the Australian Imperial Force in January 1916. Thus, he found
himself in the Battalion’s advance down the ridge where they immediately came
under attack from a unit of machine guns located near the road. Casualty figures
for the 52nd were heavy: 325 killed, wounded or missing in action. Richard was
among those killed, aged 28. He has no known grave but is remembered on the
Purton War Memorial, and on the Memorial Board and Memorial Book both located
in St Mary’s Church,
The 52nd Battalion eventually took up new positions as far forward as Wambeke,
an advance of some 2 miles. The overall British offensive (7-14 June) secured the
southern end of the Ypres salient in preparation for the 3rd Battle of Ypres and the
advance to Passchendaele Ridge.
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Also on the Western Front:
On 1 June in a further mutiny, a French infantry regiment seized the town of Missyaux-Bois and declared an anti-war military government. They were soon captured
by loyal French troops.
Portugal had been brought into the war in mid-1916 and had set up an Expeditionary
Force (Corpo Expedicionário Português - CEP) in December 1916, with troops
arriving in France during February 1917. On 30 May, the CEP 1st Infantry Brigade
occupied the Neuve-Chapelle sector (between Béthune and Lille) at the front
line which the Germans attacked on 4 June. On the 16th, the CEP 2nd Brigade
occupied the Fauquissart sector of the front, 2 miles further north.
Having set off from New York in May, US Major-General John J. Pershing arrived
in England on 8 June, transferring to France and setting up his HQ staff in Paris on
the 14th. The 1st Division US Expeditionary Force arrived in France on 26 June.
USA
Back at home, conscription began in the United States on 5 June and 10 million
Americans began registering for “The Draft”. The US enacted the Espionage Act
on 15 June “to prohibit interference with military operations or recruitment, to
prevent insubordination in the military, and to prevent the support of United States
enemies during wartime”.
In support of the Espionage Act, Santo Domingo and Haiti cut off diplomatic
relations with Germany.
The War in the Air
On 2 June, Canadian “air ace” Billy Bishop undertook a solo mission in France
behind enemy lines. He shot down three aircraft while they were taking off and
several more on the ground. Bishop was awarded the Victoria Cross.
On the 5th, Germany conducted a daylight aeroplane raid on the port of Sheerness
and other naval establishments on the Medway. Then, during daylight on 13 June,
they made the first major bombing raid on London by fixed-wing aircraft - Gotha G
bombers. 162 were killed including 46 children, and 432 injured.
2 German airships were destroyed on 14 and 17 June - L43 over the North Sea
and L48 over Suffolk.
The War at Sea
On 14 June, the British Admiralty approved the scheme for protecting merchant
ships in convoy. On the 18th Admiral Sims, United States Navy, became acting
Commander-in-Chief Irish Command at Queenstown (Cobh) in command of transAtlantic convoys.
About 240 miles south, the French cruiser Kléber was sunk by submarine off Brest,
Brittany, on 27 June with the loss of 42 of her crew of 531.
Greece & the Balkans
With Greece neither in nor out of the war, the Balkans was in a power vacuum with
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Austrian forces threatening territories further south of the conquered Serbia. On 3
June, Italy proclaimed a Protectorate over independent Albania. Then on the 8th
they occupied Ioannina (Janina) 35 miles into Greece from the Albanian border.
To force Greece’s hand, the Allied governments presented Greece with a demand
for the abdication of King Constantine on 11 June. He did so the next day in favour
of his second son who took the throne as King Alexander.
Corinth, 45 miles west of Athens, and Larissa, halfway between Athens and
Salonika, were occupied by Entente forces on 12 June.
Following the abdication, the Greek Premier Alexandros Zaimis resigned on the
24th and was replaced by the pro-war Eleftherios Venizelos on the 26th. Venizelos
immediately declared war on Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey
making his Provisional Government declaration (23 November 1916) apply to the
whole of Greece. Greece was now in the war on the side of the Allies.
Russia
On 9 June, the Russian Provisional Government (RPG) refused a German
proposal for an unlimited armistice. In opposition to the RPG, the 1st All Russian
Congress of the Soviets was convened in Petrograd on 16 June.
Mutiny broke out in the Russian Black Sea fleet at Sevastopol on 21 June.
Other News
On 4 June, King George V inaugurated the Most Excellent Order of British Empire.
This was set up to recognise the efforts of his subjects in the war. The Order
continues and without it we wouldn’t have the awards of BEM, MBE, OBE etc, that
we have today.
In order to avert political problems in Ireland, the British government granted an
amnesty (15 June 1917) to the prisoners taken during the Dublin Easter Rising of
1916.
On 28 June, General Edmund Allenby succeeded Murray as GOC commanding
British forces in Egypt.
RICK DIXON
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Purton and the Great War
I have been researching the Parish Great war story since 2007 and will continue
to do so independent of other Village groups and national organisations that are
represented in the Parish. This way I can keep control of my research and give
the subject the time required to properly research and record all the facts. This is
important because not all that was recorded pre 2007 was complete or correct in
some cases. We owe those who served and those family members who search for
their family links the time to ensure that their stories are heard. Ongoing aspects of
the research include but are not limited to;
Remount Depot memorial
Since its unveiling on the 8th April I am pleased to see and hear comments regarding
the memorial that we commissioned from Daren Greenhow to the civilian workers
and animals that were re-trained in Purton. It has been recognised as a War
Memorial and is listed as #251485 on the register. Anybody looking on GOOGLE
earth will find it easily at the entrance to The Pear Tree hotel. With no background
to this sort of project I found it challenging at times, not the physical construction
but the politics regards siting and permissions. Whilst fully accepting of democratic
process, some of the language used in the process has unfortunately left me
rather disappointed with certain aspects and organisations … but the Memorial is
now located at a suitable spot and Mrs Young at The Pear Tree is the custodian,
thank you Anne and family for your support.
Publications & Social Media
There is no point me spending so much time researching without sharing. There
are publications available in the library although at this time my latest one regards
the Remount Depot is not located in Purton whilst financial plans are confirmed.
Since 2014 I have been giving my research away for FREE on Facebook, some
posts have received over 4000 views, a successful departure from my web page
that was attracting very little traffic. A public thank you to all who view and leave
comments and details to add to my research.
PURTON REMEMBERS
In August 2014 I started my PURTON REMEMBERS project. In real time it is
tracking the progress of the War and how it affected the Parish. It runs until 2020.
It includes Facebook postings, lists posted around the Village regards those who
died and a candle lit at the War Memorial by Parish resident John Sawyer on
my behalf on the 100th anniversary of deaths associated with the Parish. These
deaths are not just the 55 names listed on the Memorial but the 96 links to the
Parish. They are individually remembered by way of a ceramic poppy created by
Sally Cooke. Deaths attributed to the Great war continued past 11/11/1918 hence
why this project continues to 2020.
The Golden Chapter
In 2014 I raised my concerns regards the security of this document to Judith
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Wells. Thankfully despite its insecurity it had not been damaged but was in need
of looking after properly. Installed within the Church its pages record the 55 names
that can be found on the Parish War Memorial. BUT not all the details are recorded
correctly, it is a wonderful sight to see the recently conserved document located at
the Museum but I have left a document of my own there as well to highlight to visitors
the inaccuracies that the book contains. It is important that truth is seen alongside
what was recorded before all the facts were known, otherwise my research has
been wasted. I think Jill in the May magazine meant “commemorating” rather than
“celebrating all those who died from Purton in WW1”.
Whilst important as previously mentioned, the book contains 55 names, it
is therefore not the full story of Purton & the Great War. Missing are men like
Reginald Jones from Braydon, William Vizor who`s next-of-kin lived at The Royal
George or Francis Titcombe from Greenhill who could all be recorded within the
pages but for whatever reason are missing. War Memorials were locally organised
often on payment for inclusion. Purton is like practically every other memorial in
the Country, names incorrectly recorded or missing.
Hopefully my research will address some of these oversights, I do not seek to
change any physical Memorials, just want my research to be available to all to
show that what you see recorded is not necessarily the full story of Purton and the
Great War.
BOB LLOYD, Researching Purton (Wiltshire) and The Great War

Bank holiday tea party at the Maharajah
A huge thank you to everyone who came along and supported this event on the
day by making a generous donation after enjoying the delicious cakes and Indian
sweets and savouries along with a pot of tea or cup of coffee.
This year we raised the largest sum of money since we first started this annual
event, £774.62!!! The monies have been divided equally between Purton Age
Concern and the Special Needs Hostel Udaipur, India.
In India the money will contribute towards the cost of a much needed extension
to the hostel. If you attended the tea party you may have seen the video being
played on a loop on a lap top in the restaurant which showed the work now in
progress.
A huge thank you also to all the family and friends who spent many hours making
so many beautiful cakes and Indian delicacies and to the people who turned up
on the day with a cake to add to our table of offerings!!
Thank you also to all the young men who work at the Maharajah who gave up
their free time to help out all afternoon then had to work in the restaurant that
night! It was very much appreciated.
We look forward to seeing you all again next year!
KHALIQUE, ASHISH, WENDY AND ALL THE TEAM AT THE MAHARAJAH
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Purton and District Probus Club
On 11 April, Ian Mead, a Probus member, introduced us to the Namib
Desert of Southwest Africa, and recounted a visit that was inspired by
his daughter, who was employed there from 1998, for a period of three
years. One of the oldest and largest deserts and now a World Heritage site, the
Namib extends 1,200 miles down the coast and stretches inland from the Atlantic
Ocean, covering most of Namibia and parts of Angola and South Africa. It is three
times the area of Great Britain, but has a population of only 2.3 million people.
However, it is home to a unique population of animals that have adapted to the arid
and sometimes inhospitable climate, where temperatures can vary from above
45C in the day to freezing at night.
An example is the Gemsbok, a colourful gazelle which has capillary blood vessels
in its nasal passages which serve to cool its brain during the heat of the day. There
is also a species of Desert Elephant, which is not found anywhere else in the
world. Ian’s tour took him from Windhoek, along the route of the Desert Express
to Swakopmund where the Skeleton Coast boasts 1000 shipwrecks caused, over
time, by dense fog which occurs on an average of 180 days per year, but the
desert rainfall is only two millimetres. Beetles and other insects survive solely on
condensation.
To the south of Swakopmund, Ian took pictures of the largest seal colony in
the world and the abundant bird life in the area. In the north of Namibia is the
Etosha Pan, a huge inland salt-bed with many water holes, which attract every
kind of wildlife. We saw lions, leopards, cheetahs, elephants, antelopes, giraffes,
flamingos by the thousand, storks, a hoopoe, an eagle and a caracal, a rare cat
not often seen, even here.
A little to the west, at Grootfontein the tour took in the Hoba Meteorite, at 60 tons,
the largest to land on earth. Traffic on the roads is light and often identified by the
rising dust cloud, but the danger at night can be that of running into warthogs.
Travelling south Ian visited Sossusvlei, famous for the colours of the desert and its
massive sand dunes, some recorded 980ft high.
Further south we saw the grandeur of Fish River Canyon, zig-zagging over 100
miles toward the South African border and 1800ft deep. Though the water flows for
only two weeks annually, there is some residual water to support bright blossoms,
butterflies, birds and animals, including the sidewinder snake.
A visit to Lüderitz, on the coast took us into the forbidden De Beers diamond
mining area, where a NamDeb Permit allows a visit to Kolmanskop, an abandoned
diamond-mining town, about ten kilometres to the west. Half buried in sand the
hotels and palaces have not seriously deteriorated since 1954 when it became
a ghost town; today, great for photography and film making. Tourists can look for
Garnets, but Diamonds belong to the company.
Ian’s talk was amply illustrated with pictures of the animals, birds and plants of the
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Namib, many of which are to be seen on the colourful postage stamps of Namibia.
The presentation closed with a glorious desert sunset and an original poem written
by Mrs Mead – “Wondrous Namibia”, a very entertaining morning.
The Annual General Meeting of the Purton Probus Club was held at the Red House
on 25 April, 2017. Twenty two members attended. The retiring President, David
Badcott said that he had enjoyed his year in office and thanked the committee
members for the past year’s service, particularly Trevor Domm, who at the last
AGM, with no previous knowledge of Probus, took on the role of General Secretary
for the club. David also thanked Brian Gill for a full and excellent programme of
speakers and congratulated the Club on 30 years of activity since its inception
as The Church Hill Probus Club in 1988. John Godfrey was elected the new
President and Hector McClean Vice President. The standing committee were reelected en-block; Trevor – General Secretary, Brian Gill – Programme Secretary,
Treasurer – Bob Stevens, Holiday Liaison – Peter Jinks and Leon Slee. Peter
will also continue to organise the raffle. Trevor Domm thanked the committee
and members for their support throughout the year, the Red House for its service
and Les Walker of Highworth Probus for the regular e-mail invitations to join their
trips and outings. John Godfrey, the new President gave a closing speech to the
proceedings, commenting on the extraordinary range of speakers that we have
enjoyed during the year and expressing his gratitude to those members who have
volunteered to continue on the Committee during his year of office.
The Purton & District Probus Club meets on the second & fourth Tuesday of the
month at 10am in the Red House lounge. New members welcome. Programme for
June; 13th Convoy HX84, 27th; The making of “Casablanca”.
BOB STEVENS

Purton Amateur Dramatic Society Spring Play

PADS will be commemorating WW1 with Journey’s End by RC Sheriff. Journey’s
End is a 1928 dramatic play, it was first performed at the Apollo Theatre in London
in 1928, starring a young Laurence Olivier, and soon moved to other West End
theatres for a two-year run. It was included in Burns Mantle’s The Best Plays of
1928–1929. The piece quickly became internationally popular, with numerous
tours in English and other languages. A 1930 film version was followed by other
adaptations, and the play influenced other playwrights, including Noel Coward.
Set in the trenches near Saint-Quentin, Aisne, in 1918 towards the end of the First
World War, Journey’s End gives a glimpse into the experiences of the officers of
a British Army infantry company in World War I. The entire story plays out in the
officers dugout over four days from 18 March 1918 to 21 March 1918, during the
run-up to the real-life events of Operation Michael. This is the directing debut of
Bradley Williams (who played the Panto Dame this year) and stars some new
young members. Performances are Friday/Saturday 16 & 17 June at The Village
Hall 7.30pm. Tickets will be £7.50 with concessions at £6.00, available on the door
or ordered in advance from PADS members. Posters are around the village and a
licensed bar has been applied for.
KATE BATH, 771442
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Purton Methodist Church refurbishments
Over the next 18 months - 2 years we intend to carry out some improvements
and upgrading at a cost of approximately £30,000. The first phase will be on
the outside, replacing rotten fascia boards, and guttering also the repairing and
painting of 26 windows. This we will fund through the church`s own finances. New
protection has to be purchased for the windows facing the Playclose play area. For
the funding of this we intend to apply for a grant.
Inside, we are modernising the toilet facilities, with new tile surrounds, redecorating
the whole area including the foyer and putting new flooring throughout that area
and into the kitchen. Again we intend to apply for a grant to cover this cost. Within
the church itself the floor will be sanded down and re varnished. The old chairs are
being replaced with 60 new ones, 10 of these will be with arms, for those who wish
for a bit more comfort. Finally, the front porch and foyer, will in time have some
improvements and redecoration and more up to date lighting in the main part of the
church will be installed. We had our 5 yearly official inspection at the end of April.
This was very encouraging with no hidden problems arising. Our proposals were
received well by the Inspector with his recommendation to proceed.
Many smaller churches across the country have closed down for various reasons.
The structure of our church is excellent. Our congregation is quite small, but we
are very committed to its upkeep and therefore must go down the fund raising
route as most have to do. Overall, we need to raise £16,000. Our first fund raising
event will be on Saturday June 10th. This will be a Coffee Morning, (guess where?)
yes, 35 High Street 10-12, no doubt there will be a bakewell tart or two for sale!!
amongst other goodies.
The overseeing of grant applications and fund raising is being undertaken by one
of our Stewards, Sylvia Freemantle. We are not sure what responses we will get
from this. If anyone would like to make a contribution towards our fund raising either
anonymously, or otherwise we will be pleased to accept it. Gift Aiding of course,
is always beneficial. Monies can be sent either to our Treasurer, Bob Tinson at 12
Vasterne Close, or Sylvia Freemantle at 35 High Street. On a more cheeky note!!,
one or two people have offered to buy a chair (not personalised!!!). The cost per
chair is £60. So if anyone feels they would like to do this we would appreciate it.
For any more information please phone Sylvia on 770686 or she can be contacted
by email on sylviamoira@yahoo.co.uk

Purton Guide Dogs
I went to the Branch Meeting in Swindon on the 2 May, and things are starting
to come together now. I helped out at the Cineworld collection day, and I have
agreed to transport their gazebo, and do the Trading Goods table at the ‘Stratton
Festival’ on the 22 July. I’m applying for a pitch at the Purton Carnival Fete,
and have the use of the Guide Dogs 4.5 x 3m Gazebo for this. Thanks for your
continued support.
BRIAN DAVIES, FOR PURTON GUIDE DOGS SUPPORT GROUP
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Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers
Girlguiding is growing in Purton!
It’s very exciting times as the 2nd Purton Rainbow unit has now
opened its doors, thanks to the leadership team of Lauren and
Cat, supported by Young Leader Lea and parent helpers. The ten new Rainbows
have been discovering what being a Rainbow is all about. They’ve played games
and the girls have brought in some favourite items from home to tell the others a
little bit about themselves.
All of the other units also welcomed new members after the Easter break. 1st Purton
Rainbows’ way of getting to know their new members was by playing games: trying
to get into order by height then age without talking; human bingo then followed.
They’ve also fitted in treasure hunts. Continuing a theme, 2nd Purton Brownies had
a treasure hunt too, although hampered by the only wet evening in weeks, theirs
had to be indoors. The Brownies have also made a “campfire” out of cardboard
tubes and paper and practised campfire songs in readiness for an evening at
Ashgrove House Nursing Home.
1st Purton Brownies are spending the summer term getting in touch with nature
using the ‘Rustle, Bustle and Squeak’ challenge resource. It has a lovely caterpillar
badge and for every five challenges the Brownies complete they can earn a body
part for their caterpillar. So far, they’ve learnt about the Countryside Code, created
a giant spider’s web and compared themselves to otters. They timed how long
they could hold their breath for and measured each other to see how their height
compared to the average length of an otter.
Guides and Rangers have been making preparations for the Race for Life event
by decorating t-shirts. Hopefully by the time you read this you will have seen them
amongst the sea of pink in fuchsia t-shirts decorated in glitter, buttons and ribbon.
They have also been getting ready for the Purton Village Centre Open Day by
making bunting to decorate the stall as well as checking that the puzzles wouldn’t
be too fiendishly difficult for those visiting the Girlguiding stall!
Guides have also earned a challenge badge called ‘Simply Spuds’ developed by
Guides in West Sussex. This was to tie in with the Purton Horticultural Society’s
Potato Challenge in which the Guides are participating. The potatoes have sprouted
and are growing nicely in Leader Rachel’s garden.
For more information about Girlguiding in Purton, please contact District
Commissioner, Rachel Mead by phone on 07729 462054 or by email at
braydondc@wncounty.org.uk. You can also register interest in joining at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested
Save the Albatross!
1st Purton Brownies are collecting used stamps for the RSPB Save the Albatross
appeal. They would appreciate donations, snipped from envelopes, with no more
than quarter of an inch border. Please pass them on via any Purton Guiding units.
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Purton Bowls Club

We have started the season quite well with wins over Swindon and Supermarine in
the Wilts League and a win against Stratton B in the Swindon and District League
but, unfortunately, a loss against Highworth. All the Monday afternoon triples
matches have started and we have three teams of six players all battling away
with local and not so local opponents.
Our Friday evening training sessions are now under way, so come along 6-6.30pm
and join in with our coaches and new players in some exercises and techniques
for playing bowls. Club competitions have now started and we are given dates as
to when these games must be played, so there are frantic phone calls going on
all over the area trying to arrange the matches. This all culminates in September
when we have our Finals weekend. National Competitions are also under way and
we are fielding teams in several groups, hoping to match our success last year in
reaching the finals in the Mens’ Fours and our ladies reaching the semi finals in
their competition.
For all members, we have a coaching session like the one we ran a couple of
years ago. Sunday 11 June, 1pm onwards. Greys and club shirts to be worn, cost
£4. Those of you who are perfect can just come and watch!
PETER BERRY
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I love books. I love the feel of them, the
memories they create, the friends they
become, the surprise, the fun, the magic,
the happiness and maybe the horrors
that they bring. I love what they tell about
life, real or imagined. I love turning a
page and meeting a new character for
the first time. I love walking into a new
reality and learning from it.
The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman
This book was memorable to me for the location in which I found it and also the
condition of the book. I found it in a Book Exchange in the South of France in
2014.
I was running out of books to read at the time. This book was in bits (like I was
by the end of reading it). The spine had broken and was split in several places
but you could still read it in wedges. All the pages were there and it was held
together with a rubber band. I so enjoyed it that I passed it on to several friends
even in that condition. I now own a good copy (also from a Book Exchange) and
have also lent this one out to friends.
It is the story of Tom who left the war traumatised and seeking isolation. He
started on his own as a lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock off Australia. He later
meets Isabel, marries her and she joins him on the remote, isolated island.
Both desperately want a child but Isabel has had several miscarriages. When
a boat containing a dead man and a child is washed up on their beach, Isabel
pleads with Tom to keep the baby - which they do. So begins their story.
(I will leave it there as I would not like to spoil the ending for you). I thoroughly
enjoyed it and would recommend it to anyone. This story has now been made
into a film which I have seen. I enjoyed both and the film did remain true to the
book. However, I always prefer to read the book first that way you can see your
own film in your mind.
Purton Stoke has now unlocked it’s Book Exchange in their redundant Phone
Box. This has now made it easier to access the books. So why not exchange
your books there. Let’s make it work now it is accessible. Bring a book-Take a
book.
AVRIL AINSCOUGH
Have you read a book that you will always remember, either recently or many
years ago, serious or funny, fact or fiction? Each month we are publishing
a review of a book that has meant a lot to a particular reader, especially the
reason why it was so memorable. Purton Magazine readers are encouraged to
send in a personal review of their favourite book; it need not be very long; 450500 words. As usual, the copy deadline is the 10th of the preceding month and
our contact details are on Page 4.

A Book I will Always Remember
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Bradon Forest School
On Friday 28 April, we held the
first ever Great Bradon World
War II Bake off. The expert
judges were Lady She, a glamorous
Hollywood actress over from the USA to
work for the British Government as an
undercover spy due to her ability to speak
German and Dusty, and an American GI
over in Britain before he joins the war in
Europe.
Both judges were really impressed by the
research and variety that was put on show.
All entrants discussed their recipes with the judges & showed off their knowledge
of WWII rationing.
Courtney White and Sophie Partridge, Year 9, won the event. Maddie Winter,
Year 8, came second & Charlotte Martin, Year 9, came third. All entrants received
5 house points each for their respective houses. The winning entry was an
impressive hamper of goodies including bread, homemade jam, croutons, carrot
cookies and ginger bread men. The girls worked very hard and thought about
their presentation as well as the yummy taste.
A very special mention has to go to Maddie Winter for the most amazing carrot
jam (Miss Beet was a HUGE fan of this) and Tyler Humphries for his scrumptious
honey biscuits. The Bake off will return next year!
Visit to Bristol University
On Tuesday 4 April a group of 16 able
Year 10 mathematicians took a trip to
Bristol University. The event was set up
by the Further Maths Support Program
with the aim of showing students where
further study of maths could lead. Our
students also had the chance to meet,
hear from and question undergraduates
and post graduates who were studying a
range of degree courses from Dentistry to
Psychology all of which included a maths element. It turns out maths really is
everywhere!
Our students were given a tour of the campus, encouraged to think creatively
about calculations, took part in a maths competition with students from other
local schools, were shown a research project using small drones and robots
and considered their own research project, and were given a lecture style
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presentation on mathematics in biology and it’s applications in robotics.
Our Year 10s gained an insight into possible education and career pathways and
several who had not been thinking of university were reconsidering their options.
Rocks and Rubble – A Yorkshire Adventure
Over the Easter holidays, the PE Team took 26
GCSE students for a ‘High Adventure’ holiday in
Yorkshire as part of their practical assessment.
The mountain bike group visited Gisburn Forest
which had a varied amount of challenging
routes to develop their skills and develop their
confidence. There were a few crashes, but
everyone made it back!
The climbers split into three groups for
their practical sessions and developed their
techniques over the 3 days. They collectively
produced some excellent scores, showing a
high level of skill and technique. The final day
showed a ‘competition climb’ over a set route
which was very challenging indeed.
Each group was awarded a High Adventure t-shirt for achievement and attitude
to learning.
Sporting success at Bradon
Congratulations to our Under 14 Girls’ Football Team who became Swindon Area
Champions, beating Highworth Warneford in the final. A fantastic achievement.
Well done to all the girls involved.
The Year 9 Girls’ Basketball Team were runners up of the Swindon School
Competition and the Year 8 team who came out victorious - Swindon Champions!
The Real Underground Experience - Big Pit National Coal Museum
On Tuesday 24 April, Dr Morrison took 50 Year 8 students to Big Pit Museum
in Wales. Big Pit is a World Heritage site, a real coal mine and one of Britain’s
leading mining museums - see front cover.
With facilities to educate and entertain all ages, Big Pit is an exciting and
informative day out. Students enjoyed a multi-media tour of a modern coal mine
with a virtual miner in the Mining Galleries, exhibitions in the Pithead Baths and
Historic colliery buildings.
The students now have the challenge of coming up with an idea for a product
for the museum gift shop. Groups of four or five will work together on their
presentations to be shown to Dr Morrison in a couple of weeks.
“The highlight of the trip was definitely the guided tour by a real life ex-miner. The
students were suitably impressed and inspired. I’m very much looking forward to
their presentations in a fortnight.” Dr Morrison
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Floral Thoughts............... 50
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Gough Construction....... 53
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GW White Carpentry........ 8
Haines Fencing &
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Manor Solutions
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Maintenance................... 23
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Purton Club.................... 11
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Purton Vets..................... 16
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Tootsie Care................... 12
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Wessex Construction...... 53
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