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Spare clothing from the now closed Purton Under 5s’ 
Community Playgroup is being put to good use at Mama 
Ntombi’s Community Project in South Africa. See page 65
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Purton Contacts
Wiltshire Councillor Jacqui Lay 770704
Doctor Purton Surgery 770207
Dental Surgery Church Street 770532

Philip Cooke 771022
Junior Church Mary Hodges 770505
Library Librarians 770870
(Mondays 2-5pm; Tuesdays 2-7pm; Wednesdays 10am-5pm; Fridays 2-5pm)
Luncheon Club Pat Suddaby 771331
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12 noon, Silver Threads Hall)
Museum Curator: Beth Farnham, bethaney23@icloud.com
Police/Fire/Ambulance Emergencies 999
Police Non-emergency 101
Purton Age Concern
Age Concern Minibus Hazel Woodbridge 770862
Purton Parish Council Deborah Lawrence 771066
Purton Silver Threads Brenda Cook 770431
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery Purton Vets 771869
Health & Wellbeing Champion Ellen Blacker 07557 922020
Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School Secretary 770570
Pear Drops at Playclose Sarah Grigg 07759 583566
Pear Drops Pre-School 
(formerly Under 5s’)

Sarah Grigg 978536

St Mary’s Primary School Secretary 770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk 
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk 

Tel: 770077, 773031 (emergencies only)
Curate: Revd Judith Wells email: judithwells36@googlemail.com 

Tel: 770627
Wardens Sandra Horsnall: 

770157
Jane Smith: 
772422

Administrator: Rosie Harris administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages in the 
centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister: Revd David Perkins Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw,  

Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 8LT
Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett 
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Parish Priest: 
Revd Father Lucas Rodrigues

Tel: 852366

Parish Deacon: Revd Terry Aspell Tel: 325681
Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon, Tues, Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest: Father Michael Robertson Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church
Services: Holy Days 7.0pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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From the Editors
For the first time in a long time the sun is shining as this is being written, carrying with 
it the promise that spring cannot be too far away. In this issue of your magazine there 
are several encouragements to shake off any hibernation hangovers with activities 
both indoors and outdoors.

On page 40 we are really pleased to include a diary of a week’s walking with a 
couple of four legged companions highlighting just how fortunate we are to have so 
many footpaths around such as lovely village as ours. Perhaps it is because we are 
surrounded by many spectacular views that our footpaths have developed over the 
centuries and soon the soft, early green colourings of spring will be sprouting all 
around us.

However, it seems a sad corollary that, while all our footpaths are well used, not every 
owner is cleaning up after their dog. We learn from Wiltshire Council that this is also 
a nationwide problem. Every week, the UK dog population excretes roughly 10,000 
tonnes of dog mess – enough to fill four Olympic sized swimming pools. Every week.

This month we are really pleased to catch up with Rick Dixon’s Great War project 
by including part 55 reflecting on February 1918 on page 44 and part 56 reflecting 
on March 1918 on page 47. It is doubly pleasing to be able to report that, after his 
long and tortuous illness, Rick is soon to be moving into rehab to the relief of many, 
especially Helen.

A further local connection to the Great War is on page 67. There we learn about a 
distant relative of the Revd. Dr John Railton who is known to many in the village as 
the priest who came to us during our last vacancy and continues to conduct services 
at St. Mary’s. David Railton was inspired to create the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior 
which was installed in Westminster Abbey on Remembrance Day 1920.

A less comfortable recollection of the ravages of war can be found on page 56 in this 
month’s ‘book I will always remember’. There we learn about the lucky childhood of 
Thomas Buergenthal who, through his youth, courage and resourcefulness, managed 
to survive life in German concentration camps in the Second World War. 

And all of this in your little local community magazine; as another contributor notes, 
“Ah... the power of Purton Magazine.”

20th
March is the last date for 
comments on the Purton 

Neighbourhood Plan 
- see page 6

814
Age Concern Christmas 
vouchers were redeemed 

at local businesses 
- see page 14

952
Buttons collected 

to make Christmas 
decorations for charity 

- see page 29

March 2018 
Volume 40 No.3 
1st Published 1975
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Purton Parish Council News
Welcome

Purton Parish Council wish to welcome a new grounds/handyman 
to its team. Declan joined us in January 2018 and is working hard 
to catch up with planned works that have sadly been missed due to 
reduced staffing. Please help us in making his journey through this induction process 
welcoming and positive.

Purton Neighbourhood Plan Consultations

Wiltshire Council is co-ordinating a public consultation on the Purton 
Neighbourhood Plan Proposal, under Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations.

Following this consultation the comments received will be passed to an independent 
examiner, to be appointed by the Council who will consider the representations and 
recommendations whether the plan should be put to a community referendum.

The consultation will commence on Monday 5th February 2018 and consultation 
paperwork is available to view until the end of the consultation at 5pm on Tuesday 
20th March 2018.

Locations to view:

Purton Library, Purton Doctors Surgery, The Bell Inn, Purton Stoke, Taylor 
Wimpey Ridgeway housing site - sales office, Purton Parish Council Offices. 
Representation Forms are also available PLUS The material is available to view 
on the Wiltshire Council website: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planninganddevelopment/
neighbourhoodplanning/npconsultations

Or our website www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Neighbourhood-Plan.aspx

Job Vacancy - Cleaner

Purton Parish Council have a vacancy commencing May 2018 for a part time cleaner. 
8 hours per week with some flexibility required for additional hours. Holiday cover 
essential to include additional premises in our Parish for 5 weeks a year. SCP 7-11 
£15,115-15,807 pro rata - (£7.83-£8.19 per hour dependant on experience)

General cleaning duties to include hall, kitchen, toilets and associated services. If 
interested please call (01793) 771066, or email clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk for 
more information.

Councillor Vacancies

Only 2 vacancies left and we will have our full quota. If interested in fulfilling these 
last two vacancies please contact the Clerk.

Councillors 2017-18

Chairman of Council/Staff Sub/  Ray Thomas  01793 951520
Finance & General Purposes/Charities



Page 9

Vice Chair of Council  Elizabeth Wilson  01793 771854
Chair of Planning  Geoff Greenaway 01793 771140
Councillor   Scott Harflett  07920 260222
Councillor   Helen Hicks  01793 778207
Chair of Burials   Neil Hooper  01793 771066
Councillor   Kevin Law  07768 456989
Councillor   Sue Matthews  01793 771091
Chair of Play Areas  Vicky McKerrow  01793 778190
Councillor   Matt Rogers  01793 771066
Councillor   Jamie Hurwood  01793 771066
Councillor   Julie Ann Hurwood 01793 771066
Councillor    Paul Grigg   01793 771066

Become A Dementia Friend

A great response to the first two months of the year with regards to Purton 
becoming a Dementia Friendly Community. New dates and times are as follows: 
23rd March 2pm and 7pm, 18th April at 1pm and 4pm, 30th May at 2pm and 7pm 
and 20th June at 10am and 2pm at the Village Hall, Purton. Everyone is welcome. 45 
minutes of your time to change a community. 

Do you belong to a Community Group or business in Purton? Can we come to one 
of your meetings or premises and run a Dementia Friends Session? 

Say YES, make a difference and allow us to show that as a community we care. Make 
Purton Proud say yes to 45 minutes of your time to make a difference to those 
suffering and caring.

Councillor Surgery

Do you have concerns or questions regarding Purton that the Parish Council can 
advise or help with? Come along and have an informal chat on Saturday 12th May, 
Saturday 8th September and Saturday 3rd December 2018 from 10am to 12 noon.

March Meetings 2018 

Monday 5th March 2018  Burials Committee
Monday 12th March 2018 Council Committee meeting
Monday 19th March 2018  Planning Committee meeting
Monday 26th March 2018  Village Hall Charity Meeting

St Marys Churchyard

As part of ongoing maintenance the Church and Parish Council are reviewing the 
maintenance schedule for the trees within the Churchyard. If you have a grave 
that you regularly attend and feel that neighbouring trees or shrubbery is causing 
issue please contact the Parish Council so we can include your comments in the 
proposed works.
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Good Will Required - Churchyard Volunteers

Do you have some spare time? Would you like to work with the Church wardens in 
ensuring the basic upkeep of the Churchyard? For more information please contact 
Paul Dempsey on paul.dempsey@live.co.uk or the Clerk. 

Planning Approved With Conditions

17/11454/FUL The Pear Tree at Purton. Church End - Demolition of existing 
conservatories to the rear and erection of replacement 
extension together with extension to ceremonial room, internal 
reconfiguration to create additional guest rooms and other 
alterations, external sweeping staircase and associated hard and 
soft landscaping. 

17/11842/FUL 6A Upper Pavenhill Proposed two storey side & single storey rear 
extension. 

17/11877/FUL 2 Ringsbury Close. Proposed single storey side extension and 
dormer, and other external alterations. 

17/11998/FUL 43 Cowleaze. Proposed rear conservatory.

Charities

The Village Hall Foyer and Kitchen roof has now been replaced. Thank for to the 
hirers for their patience during this noisy but essential works.

We have set up a “GIVEASYOULIVE” site for the Purton Institute and Village Hall 
Charity which once subscribed allows donations to be generated through online 
shopping. No fees, no charges, free to register. Please take a look, share the link 
between family and friends and lets raise some pennies. www.giveasyoulive.com/

Community Speed Watch

The trained volunteers have been regularly carrying out speed watch sessions at 
the determined sites and have recently been questioned regarding the speed limit 
throughout the main road in Purton (Station Road/High Street). Please be advised 
that although there are stickers on lamp posts, wheelie bins etc stating 20mph the 
statutory speed limit is in fact 30 mph.

Community Speed Watch (CSW) is a locally driven initiative where active members 
of the community join together with the support of the Police to monitor speeds 
of vehicles using speed detection devices. Vehicles exceeding the speed limit are 
referred to the Police with the aim of educating drivers to reduce their speeds.

Speeding continues to be a concern for many communities. Volunteers receive 
appropriate training and are supported by the Neighbourhood Policing Team 
(NPT) staff.

If you are interested in knowing more and how you can be a part of this community 
initiative please either contact Paul Grigg on chezneymb@hotmail.com or Debbie 
Lawrence on clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk or call the office on 01793 771066.
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How to contact the Parish Council

Telephone number 01793 771066, email address: clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk
Website www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Parish Council’s letter box – The letter box can be found on the wall adjacent to 
the side door (entrance door to the Parish Council offices) to the rear of the 
Library/Institute.

Facebook, Twitter and Website

Just one click away will see you interact with the Parish Council. Events, road 
closures, meet the staff, “did you know” photographs and much more. If you have 
an event in the Parish that you would like us to promote on any of the above media 
sites please contact the Clerk on clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk or call 771066. Find 
us at: Facebook - Purton Parish Council, Twitter - @PurtonPC

On our website you can join up to receive regular updates which will keep you 
informed of matters happening in and around the village such as planning information 
and road closures etc. Please have a look at the site www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.
uk and sign up today.

Health & Wellbeing Champion
So….what is a Health and Wellbeing Champion?

Good question, and I sometimes wonder! The official definition is “Supporting 
individuals to live independent, happy, healthy and fulfilling lives by offering 
information on a variety of topics. Working to improve outcomes for people by 
representing their needs at decision making levels”. Tall order? You bet! But what 
does that actually mean in practice? I often describe it as being a “walking yellow 
pages” whereby I hope to have useful phone numbers to hand for whatever question 
I am asked. 

You note that I have PHONE NUMBERS rather than websites! Many people use 
and love the internet with “google”, “ask” and all the other search engines. For some 
people this is the best way to find out answers, but sometimes you need to know 
some more information before a search engine can help. For others, the internet is 
something which exists, but NOT something to get involved with. Some solutions 
simply aren’t on the internet anyhow, particularly the very local things that go on in 
our communities and this is where I can help. From information on health, transport, 
finance and loneliness to supporting new groups, activities and projects. Whatever 
your question, ask me and I will see if I can find the answers for you. As ever, call 
07557 922020 or (dare I suggest it?) email ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk I look 
forward to hearing from you!

PS, although I love my job, I do only work part time so please leave a message and I 
will get back to you as soon as I can.

Ellen Blacker Tel: 07557 922020 or email: ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk



Page 14

Purton & District Age Concern
I am pleased to report the boat trip on Barbara McLellan boat 
from Bradford-on-Avon on Friday 8th June will be going ahead. 
Thank you to everyone who has already booked their place. If 
anyone is interested in booking on this outing please contact Louise on 772558. 
The cost will be £20 for pensioners in our area and £22 for non-pensioners and 
pensioners outside our area. This includes the coach, boat hire and lunch on board 
the boat. PLEASE NOTE- I will be collecting the money for this outing NOT street 
wardens. Thank you Louise.

The steam train trip on the Severn Valley Railway will also be going ahead. Thank you 
to everyone who has already booked their place. If anyone is interested in booking 
on this outing please contact Louise on 772558. The cost will be £20 for pensioners 
in our area and £22 for non- pensioners and pensioners outside our area. PLEASE 
NOTE – I will be collecting the money for this outing NOT street wardens. Thank 
you Louise.

Charlotte our treasurer has been busy reimbursing local businesses who accepted 
our Christmas vouchers. A total of £8,137.49 has been paid out for 814 vouchers. 
Thank you Charlotte for sorting this out so efficiently. 

Last year we kept the price of our mystery tours at £13.50 but due to rising costs 
the committee has agreed the price for mystery tours in 2018 will increase to £15 
for pensioners in our area and £17.00 for non-pensioners and pensioners outside 
our area. The first mystery tour this year includes a pub lunch, see future events 
for details.

We are hoping the new minibus will arrive sometime in April. It will be great to see 
it out and about in the Village. We are in the process of deciding what logos and signs 
will be on the new vehicle. 

We are continuing to fundraise to replace the grey minibus, which, is now 8 years 
old. We have set up a restricted fund where all future donations towards replacing 
this vehicle will be kept. We are very grateful to everyone who has made a donation 
to replace either vehicle, the response has been absolutely amazing. Our minibus 
service is obviously highly thought of in the local area as the support we have 
received is overwhelming. Thank you. 

The Friday minibus shopping trips in March are; Friday 9th March at 8.45am to 
Tetbury, cost £5 and Friday 23rd March at 9am to Cirencester, cost £3. Please 
contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862 to book your place. 

I regret to inform you that Mrs Elsie Canning recently passed away. By the time you 
read this her funeral may have taken place on Tuesday 28th February. Our thoughts 
are with Lesley, Ron and family at this difficult time and wish to thank them for 
allowing money in lieu of flowers to come to Age Concern.
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Future Events

Annual Auction - Our Auction this year is on Saturday 3rd March at 1pm in the 
Village Hall. Items to be auctioned will be received between 9am-11.30am. Booking- 
in forms need to be completed for all items to be auctioned. Street Wardens have 
booking-in forms if you would rather complete one in advance or you can fill the 
form in when you bring your items to the Village Hall. Viewing of lots is from 12pm-
1pm and the auction starts at 1pm. Roderick Wightman will be our auctioneer again 
this year. Come and join in the bidding, it’s great fun!

Easter Market - This will be on Saturday 31st March from 9am-12pm outside the 
Pavenhill shops. There will be the usual sausage tasting, cakes, books, bric-a-brac and 
Easter items for sale and a raffle. Donations of Easter themed items, cakes, bric-a-
brac, books and raffle prizes will be gratefully received. Thank you. 

Mystery Tour with Pub Lunch - This will be on Wednesday 4th April, the coach will 
leave the village at 10.00am. Cost is £15 for pensioners in our area and £17 for non-
pensioners and pensioners outside our area. If you would like to go please contact 
your street warden to book your place before Monday 26th March. Come along a 
join us on the first outing in 2018!

3Bs Evening - This is on Friday 6th April at 7.30pm in the Silver Threads Hall. The 
cost is £7 and includes a two course supper. Please bring your own alcoholic drinks 
and glasses. Bingo tickets will be available to buy separately on the night. Admission 
tickets sell out fast, remember there is no entry on the night without an admission 
ticket so if you would like to attend please contact Jenny Barnes on 770339. Please 
contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862 to book your place on the minibus if you 
need transport.

Past Events

Burns Night Celebration - This was very successful once again. We’ve had lovely 
feedback regarding the hall decorations, the band, the piper, the delicious food and 
the female caller who was on top form again this year! Congratulations and thanks go 
to everyone involved in making it such a great night including, the team of vegetable 
peelers and kitchen team led by Maria, the team of hall and table decorators and 
waitresses who served the food so efficiently led by Sarah. Thanks also to Richard, 
Josie and the piper for the parts they played in addressing the haggis, to Mick for 
being the host for the evening and raising funds with the auction items, to Matt 
and team from Purton Club for running the bar and donating £50 to Age Concern, 
to Martin for selling raffle tickets and Jenny for selling the admission tickets, We 
couldn’t put on such a popular event without all this help and without the people 
who come along on the evening to support us. We made a profit of £950.33, which 
is amazing. We look forward to seeing you all again in 2019. 

Jumble Sale - This was very well attended, people were queuing in the car park to 
get in. Items were flying off the tables, people got great bargains. Thanks to everyone 
who donated items to be sold and to everyone who helped at the event and a 



Page 16

special thank you to Joan Garlick and Hazel Woodbridge for arranging for a minibus 
to bring several Silver Threads members along, they seemed to really enjoy the 
afternoon. Profit to be announced next month. 

Information 

Fire Service & Bobby Van - If you need a smoke alarm fitting or checking please 
contact the Fire Service on 0800 038 2323. If you need the Bobby Van please call 
them on 01380 861155.

Luncheon Club - There are still places at the Luncheon Club every Tuesday and 
Thursday. This is held at the Silver Threads Hall. You get a good hot two-course meal 
with tea or coffee to follow. Please give Pat Suddaby a call on 771331 if you would 
like to give it a try, I’m sure you won’t regret it. Transport is available if required.

Minibuses - Please contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862 if you would like to book 
the minibus. If you are thinking of volunteering as a driver or “shotgun” (driver’s 
assistant) on the minibuses please contact Andy White the minibus secretary 
on 771656 or email him at andywhitepacmb@gmail.com (New volunteers are 
always welcome.)

Tai chi - We hold gentle Tai chi exercise classes on Thursday afternoons at 2pm in 
the Millennium Hall. If you are interested please just turn up at the Millennium Hall 
where the friendly members and tutor will make you welcome. Sessions cost just 
£3, the first session is free. 

Friendship Club - The Friendship Club is run by the Silver Threads committee and 
usually meets monthly in the Silver Threads Hall from 2pm-4pm. Please contact 
Jenny Barnes on 770339 for more information. On Friday 9th March the group will 
be going for lunch at The Bell in Purton Stoke so won’t be at Silver Threads Hall that 
afternoon. The next meeting at Silver Threads Hall will be Friday 6th April. Transport 
is available, to book your place on the minibus please contact Hazel Woodbridge 
on 770862.

Purton Amateur Dramatic Society
As I write this we are half 
way through “Toad”. Many 
thanks to Flawless Flooring 
and the Library for selling 
tickets for us. Hopefully 
people enjoyed themselves!

Kate Bath 771442
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Purton & Green Gable Surgery PPG
Next Information Evening - Breast Cancer, 
Thursday 1 March, 7.30-9pm 

This will be on Thursday 1 March (7.30-9pm in Purton Surgery) when the subject will 
be Breast Cancer and we are fortunate to have Dr Anushka Chaudhry, Consultant 
Oncoplastic Breast Surgeon at GWH, to talk to us. I heard Dr Chaudhry talk a 
few months ago and she is an excellent speaker who comprehensively covers her 
subject. She is very approachable and will be very happy to answer your questions. 
As always tickets are needed, these are free but limited and are now available from 
Purton Surgery.

Vintage Tea Party, Saturday 27 January 2018

Thanks to all who supported this event. A total of £594.50 was raised towards the 
purchase of a new, more up to date ECG machine for the Surgery. 

One-Stop Fundraising Event

The PPG and the Surgery would like to express thanks to the Staff of One-Stop 
whose fundraising event and raffle raised another £470 towards the ECG machine.

New Noticeboard

You may have spotted our new noticeboard just inside the entrance to 
Purton Surgery.

Repeat prescriptions 

There are several ways of ordering repeat prescriptions: 

a) drop your paper request into the surgery, 

b) use the online Patient Access system which you can also use to book appointments, 

c) sign up to your pharmacy and authorise them to reorder for you. 

If you choose to use this latter method then you will need to tell the pharmacy 
exactly which medicines you need, otherwise there is the possibility of them 
dispensing items that you no longer require or for which you already have 
adequate supplies.

Reducing wastage 

Purton Surgery is dedicated to ensuring that patients have the right medication at 
the right time to help them stay well, however there are ways in which you can help: 

1. Only order what you need. Although it can be comforting to keep a stock of 
medication in the cupboard for when you need it, medicines have expiry dates and 
your stock may be out of date by the time you get to it. In addition, your prescription 
or dosage may have changed. So please when ordering your repeat prescription 
double check what items you already have and then only order what you need.

2. Check your prescription before you leave the pharmacy. When picking up your 
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prescription from the pharmacy check it before you leave the premises. Once you 
leave the pharmacy any unwanted medicines you return have to be destroyed, 
even if unopened, so quickly checking your prescription could literally save many 
thousands of pounds. 

Receive PPG information by email

This Newsletter and other PPG information is sent to five local magazines for 
inclusion and also to Purton Parish Council and to Cricklade Town Council (see 
their websites and the Noticeboard in Cricklade Town Council Office window). In 
addition you can receive PPG information by email; simply email your request to: 
groupforpatients@gmail.com and you will be added to the group list. In accordance 
with our email protocol all emails are sent blind copy.

Serving patients in Purton, Cricklade & surrounding communities 
Sheila Fowler, Secretary, Purton PPG

Clocks jump forward one hour on 
Mad March Hare Day
British Summer Time starts on Sunday 25th March so keen hares will 
remember to put their clocks forward so they turn up in time for the 
11th Mad March Hare!

From 11am, hundreds of people will head off from Lydiard Park Academy 
on either a 5km or 10km route. This fun walk/run/jog event welcomes people of 
all ages and abilities to get out and enjoy taking exercise. Individuals, families, dog 
walkers and groups of friends turn out in a whacky range of outfits to take part.

The event aims to encourage people to invest in their health by getting out and 
active and to raise funds for Breast Cancer Now. Come and take part and enjoy 
the best home-made cakes with a cuppa in our café afterwards to celebrate your 
achievement and catch up with friends and family!

If you are unable to join us on the day, why not register to take part in a virtual 
capacity? Complete either distance and send us your evidence and your medal will 
wing its way to you! This is a great option if your Sundays are busy or if you live 
a distance away. Or maybe you prefer to exercise alone or in a smaller group? 
Mad March Hare can now offer you complete flexibility to get out and achieve the 
distance in a way that suits you! 

We are so proud to have exceeded £100,000 raised in our first 10 years. Come and 
join us and help us take that total higher in our 11th year; 100% of your entry fee 
will go to our chosen charity Breast Cancer Now.

To register or enquire about volunteering on the day, please log on to www.
madmarchhare.org.uk/ email: info@madmarchhare.org.uk or call 0845 6808064.

Follow us on Twitter (@MadMarchHareSWN) or Facebook: facebook.com/
madmarchhareswindonbreakthroughbreastcancer



Page 23

Prospect Hospice
Could you become one of our amazing box collectors?

We are currently looking for some fabulous volunteers to become box collectors 
in Wootton Bassett, Upper Stratton, Ramsbury and Broome Manor areas. Our box 
collectors are an extremely important part of our volunteer team, as they collect 
the household boxes in their neighbourhoods, allowing us to generate more income 
from within the community. Not only does it make it more convenient for people 
to donate, it also allows those who are limited in mobility to still be able to collect 
using their household box.

If you think you are able to help or would like some more information on this role, 
then please give Alex a ring on 01793 816163 or drop an email to alexandracooper@
prospect-hospice.net. 

Prospect Hospice Early Bird offers end this month!

If you’re looking to take part in either the Starlight Walk in June or Run the Rainbow 
in September for Prospect Hospice don’t miss out on their early bird registration 
prices which finish at the end of March.

For more information or to register for either event please visit www.prospect-
hospice.net.

Make a brew, make a difference! Bake a cake and put the kettle on!

Invite your family, friends, colleagues, neighbours or the general public for a cuppa 
and a slice of cake in return for a donation, and help support the care and services 
we provide. Something as simple as a brew and a slice of cake could raise enough to 
pay for 24 hours of care for a patient on our In-Patient Unit. So, go on, make a brew, 
make a difference! www.prospect-hospice.net/makeabrew or call 01793 816161.

Parachute for Prospect 2018

Available Dates: Sunday 18 March, Sunday 1 July and Sunday 7 October 2018

Booking fee: £50 Minimum sponsorship: £395. At Go Skydive in Salisbury, Wiltshire 

Take part in one of our tandem skydives and enjoy 30-60 seconds of complete 
freefall as you experience the thrill of jumping out of a plane at up to 15,000 feet. As 
your parachute deploys, revel in the magical journey back to base with panoramic 
views over the beautiful Wiltshire countryside below. 

To register or find out more, visit www.prospect-hospice.net/P4P. Or if you have 
any questions, please contact the Fundraising team on 01793 816161 or email at 
fundraising&events@prospect-hospice.net.

Hollie Ricketts, Community Fundraiser

Prayer for Purton 
This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works in: 
Restrop View, Restrop Road, Battlewell and Bagbury Lane
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Dear Purton and Lydiard residents...
The Lydiard Link scheme, a local Charity, has been going now for some 16 years.

As you may know, our volunteer drivers take people in need of a lift, in the Lydiards 
(Millicent & Tregoz) and Purton, in their own cars, to places such as local hospitals, 
other medical services, shops, and other social venues.

We rely upon donations from our clients (and occasionally other sources) to be 
able to provide this service, and to pay our drivers a mileage allowance.

We are keen to help those residents who are in need of travel to medical services 
etc, and we are also seeking new drivers from The Lydiards and Purton who may be 
able to help us to serve our enlarged area & population.

Our service operates by clients seeking a lift from our Co-Ordinators, who then 
find one of our volunteer drivers who is free at that time to help. Our drivers are 
then able to help at times at which they are free to do so, and it has been rare for 
us not to be able to find a match. 

If you need a lift - phone our co-ordinators on 855842, or if you think you may 
sometimes be able to help, please phone our Recruitment Officer John on 770787 
– we do need several new drivers. 

Our clients are always very appreciative of our volunteers, who we can’t operate 
without. Please phone John & join us if you have a little spare time.

Tom Pepperall, Chairman, The Lydiards Link

Calling all Christian Aid supporters
… And others interested in knowing more. Here in 
Purton we do try to support Christian Aid Week in May 
as actively as possible;

So, this year we have something special to kick start our activities. We are 
holding a special Christian Aid Preparation Evening on THURSDAY MARCH 8 at 
the Methodist Church in Playclose and all supporters are very welcome.

The idea is that at 7pm you come and look at all the information available... and 
eat cake!

Then at 7.30 there will be a presentation, this year given by Nick Guttman, Head of 
the Humanitarian Division of Christian Aid. 

He will be coming from London to tell us all about the focus this year which is on 
supporting Haiti, ravaged by storm, earthquake and other disasters.

So please do come and learn from Nick. Hopefully there will also be volunteers 
from other Christian Aid groups joining us for the evening, such as Swindon, 
Cricklade,Tetbury etc. All are very welcome.

To find out more please phone Libbie: 771018 or Mary: 770505

Haiti: Hurricanes and Hope 
Together we are stronger than the storms  

Please come along to hear Katrine Musgrave 
(Christian Aid Rep for Wiltshire) talk about how 
your donations can build houses that weather the 
storms in Haiti, and Nick Guttmann, Head of        
Humanitarian Division,    
Christian Aid – discussing 
disaster relief and mitigation 
in Haiti and beyond. 

Thurs 8 March 
7.30pm   
Methodist Church,      
Purton, SN5 4DP. 
An evening of information 
and inspiration with guest 
speaker Nick Guttmann 
Doors open 7pm for tea, 
coffee & cake. 
All welcome.  
For more info email kmus-
grave@christian-aid.org or 
call the Thornbury Office on 
01454 415 923. 

Haiti has been hit by hurricane after hurricane. Many Haitians now live in unsafe 
homes 

Christian Aid is a registered charity no. 1105851 Company no. 5171525 The Christian Aid 
name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid 
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Purton Historical Society
Thursday 22nd March 2018 at 7.30 p.m. in Purton Village 
Hall: Annual General Meeting followed by - From Enclosures 
to Captain Swing - Mr. Paul Booy

This talk looks at the development of Agriculture in England from the time of the 
Enclosure Movement through to the great depression of the 1800’s. We shall see 
how the Captain Swing movement came into being and how it declined.

Thursday 26th April 2018 at 7.30 p.m. in Purton Village Hall: Villages 
in the Vale of the White Horse - Mr Paul Williams

The talk is based on Alfred Williams’s 6th book “Villages of the vale of the White 
Horse” published in 1913, recording what he saw and heard during his travels 
around the villages & towns of the Vale of the White Horse. The show initially takes 
the audience on an overview of Alfred Williams’s life, followed by a tour unfolded 
with illustrations of postcards/photographs of locations written in the order of the 
book published.

Sunday 24th June 2018: Visit to the Severn Ship Wrecks – further 
details in future magazines

New Members and visitors always welcome

Tony & Janet Neate, e-mail: tjneate57@gmail.com Tel: 01793 770117

Saturday 12th May 2018 - Purton Historical Society Annual Outing

Our summer outing this year takes us to Old Sarum, Salisbury 
Cathedral Close and Salisbury Cathedral leaving Purton at 
approximately 9 am and returning from Salisbury at 5 pm. 
The Iron Age Hill fort of Old Sarum rising up from the 
Salisbury plains is hard to miss and has a history dating back 
to around 400BC. The guided tour of this ancient monument 
will give us an insight into the hill fort, the Norman Castle 
and Salisbury’s first Cathedral. From Old Sarum we travel to 
Cathedral Close in Salisbury where members can enjoy the historical houses the 
Close has to offer and refresh themselves with lunch. Then we proceed to Salisbury 
Cathedral for a guided tour of this magnificent building with time at the end to visit 
the Cathedral shop and partake of refreshments before returning home.

Cost: English Heritage members: £21.00/non-English 
Heritage members: £25.00

Further information available from Clive and Liz Rushen, 
6 Jubilee Estate, Purton, SN5 4EU
E mail: cliverushen@btinternet.com Tel: 01793 770933 or 
from monthly meetings. Non-Members welcome.
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On 25th January Jacky Parker and her husband gave about 50 members a brilliant 
Video presentation of the Great Trek and Growth of Afrikaner Nationalism; and 
especially of the Voortrekkers in their battle to find peace in a promised land in 1835. 
Jacky has lived in South Africa many years and spoke with passion and knowledge of 
South Africa’s bloody history from the early days of Empire to Verwoerds republic 
of 1960 ending in desegregation and Nelson Mandela’s release in 1990.

Jacky also treated us to delicious home-baked cakes and biscuits from the Cape. 
An informed and lively question time followed - A great evening. We are all now 
looking forward to our next evening on 22nd February when Clive Field will speak 
on Cotswold Canals. Hope to see you there.

Jill Watts, teddington1940@gmail.com

Purton Carnival
Saturday 3rd Feb saw the first Purton carnival quiz of the year; hosted by 
The Angel in their upstairs event room. The quiz Compère was new committee member, 
Trudy, who bought together a wonderfully eclectic quiz including a ‘Family Fortunes’ style 
final round which proved popular with all the quizzers. Four teams battled it out to be 
crowned the quiz winners, we won’t divulge which team won, but we can say there was 
a mere 5 points separating the winning team with the wooden spoon’ers, making it one 
of the closest quizzes yet. The next quiz in aid of raising money for the village and the age 
concern mini bus appeal, will be held on 28th April at The Royal George.

So, if you want to get involved, what else can you look forward to over the coming 
months? The next event in the village fundraising calendar is Bingo at Silver Threads on 
28th March which is swiftly followed by the Easter Egg Hunt on 1st April. We would love 
to see every child and their parents at The Red House for the Egg Hunt and again for the 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic on 3rd July.

2018’s biggest event will be the Village Fete & Pig Roast, held on 7th July and will be a 
bigger event than last year so one definitely not to miss. The fete will start at 11 with, 
among other things, a Jumble Sale and Charity stalls, then the Pig Roast will start from 
16:00. If you wish to get involved in hosting a stall (£5 if booked in advance, or £7 on the 
day) please contact Trudy: tru.gough@gmail.com

Whether you like to show your competitive streak in a game of chance (Bingo), get your 
family and friends together to test your wit (quiz) or whether you just like to hop, skip 
and run with the best of them (fun run) Purton has it going on.

All of the fundraising events are detailed on the Purton Calendar which may have been 
posted through your door by energetic elves during December or you can pick one 
up from a number of places around the village. You can also spot poster reminders 
of upcoming events on the various village notice boards. If you are on Facebook we 
welcome you to ‘like’ and follow the Purton Carnival page to not only receive updates 
regarding events but also to share your photos of the events; the sillier or artier the 
photos the better!
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 A Birthday Thank You

On behalf of Betty Gunter (Auntie Bet), 
I would like to thank everyone who sent 
cards and good wishes on the occasion 
of her 90th birthday, and to those who 
came to White Lodge to share tea and 
cake on her special day. Also for the 
donations, instead of presents, for the 
Methodist refurbishment fund – these 
totalled £300. Thank you all.

Linda Tinson

 Dear Age Concern,

I would like to give a huge vote of 
thanks to Age Concern for organising a 
wonderful Burns Night Supper on 20th 
January in the Village Hall. The traditional 
food - Haggis and neeps, served hot & 
tasty was great, the piper, the ceilidh band, 
the caller and of course the energetic 
and sometimes hilarious dancing was 
all great fun. Special thanks to all the 
helpers who made it possible. What a 
start to the new year. We thought it was 
smashing and hope you made loads of 
money for the fund! Dare we hope to 
see you all again next year? Thanks and 
Best Regards,

Jill Watts & all the family

 Parish Council News -   
 Footpaths

I have to question the priorities of our 
Council with regard to the on-going dog 
fouling issues.

We appear to be fixated on the impact 
of dog fouling on farm animals in the 
open fields, yet there appears to be 
scant concern for our children who very 
regularly use Church Path where there 
is a continuing and increasing problem 
of dog fouling all the way down the path 
past the cemetery gates. 

Our very able groundsman is once 
again highlighting mess with green dye, 
however as I have advised the council in 
the past I am convinced that the core 
problem is that of dogs being exercised 
off their leads, often in the dark when 
their irresponsible owners can so easily 
turn a blind eye - out of sight out of 
mind!

Why oh why do we not impose a 
“dogs on leads” ruling (as is the case 
in the cemetery), which I feel sure 
would shame a large percentage of the 
short sighted owners to clean up after 
their dogs.

John Worsley, 11 Church Path

Purton Post Bag
The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where 
space and content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted 
for publication without the proper name and address of the 
correspondent being supplied. However, these details may be 
withheld from publication if requested.
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 Dog Mess And Irresponsible  
 Dog Owners

This is a fairly hot topic in Purton and 
the problem does not seem to be 
going away. Too much dog mess ends 
up uncollected by dog owners on our 
pathways, including the new path by the 
old St Mary’s school development, which 
is mainly used by children and parents to 
and from the primary school at the end 
of College Road.

I have even had instances in the last few 
days of a lady allowing her dog to roam 
onto my drive and poop on the drive, to 
be fair she did collect it in a poop bag but 
that is not the point, this is irresponsible 
and antisocial behaviour; this probably 
also explains why we sometime find dog 
faeces on our drive where she maybe 
forgot her poop bags! With the increase 
in home security cameras, people should 
not only be considerate of neighbours, 
but realise that their behaviour is being 
caught on camera and there may be 
consequences further down the line.

Would all dog owners please carry poop 
bags (at least 2) with them at all times, 
you would not like to step in it so why 
put others in that situation, especially 
children. This is simple good neighbourly 
behaviour and will give us all a more 
pleasant environment to enjoy. The 
local council is responsible for keeping 
public areas like parks, playgrounds and 
pavements clear of dog mess which 
they do as far as reasonably possible 
but action may be taken against owners 
identified as behaving in this way. 

S Roberts

From Wiltshire Council web site:

Why do I need to clear up after my dog? 
Clearing up after your dog helps prevent 
the spread of some nasty infections 
and diseases. Dog mess can contain 
roundworm parasites which cause 
Toxocariasis in humans. It is spread from 
animals to humans through contact with 
infected faeces. Toxocariasis symptoms 
include dizziness and nausea, asthma 
and epileptic seizures. It can even lead 
to serious eye damage or permanent 
blindness. Dog mess also harbours 
parasites that can harm farm animals 
especially cows and sheep.

Is dog mess a serious problem? 
Yes. The UK’s dog population excretes 
roughly 10,000 tonnes a week. That’s 
enough dog mess to fill four Olympic 
sized swimming pools.

What could happen if I don’t clear 
up my dog’s mess?
If you don’t clear up after your dog, 
Community Police Officers and the 
council’s dog warden can serve you 
with a fixed penalty notice; you could be 
prosecuted and, if found guilty, fined up 
to £1,000.

 Button Bonanza!

Thank you for all the green and brown 
buttons I was offered after people read 
of my need in the February magazine. 
To date (Feb 10) I have been given 
952! I have raided six button boxes so 
I think I have enough now. It has been 
fun, chatting about the histories of the 
owners of the buttons… we used to 
keep so many things… zips, wrapping 
paper, string, rubberbands… no wonder 
we are now accused of being hoarders!
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My request for buttons was so that I 
could make Christmas decorations to 
sell for various charities. Thank you so 

much for your generosity everyone. 
Ah…the power of the Purton Magazine!

Libbie: 771018

Save the Date: Purton Scarecrow Trail Sept 8th and 9th 2018 
We are planning another event as a fundraiser for maintenance costs of the 
defibrillators at the Village Hall and The Royal George pub. For those of you who 
are not sure what a “scarecrow trail” is, it is a quiz based on clues around the village. 
Each “scarecrow” will have a cryptic meaning which will usually be easy to solve but 
with a few tricky ones to make the competition worth the prizes on offer. Anyone 
who would like to be involved is welcome to either make their own scarecrow to 
put in their garden or window or to “host” one for someone else if that is easier. It 
has to be clearly visible from the road or path outside your property. You can be as 
artistic as you want or keep it really simple.

The trail will be run over Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th September 2018. We shall 
also run a mini trail for younger children, on a shorter route and located off the 
main roads.

The 2018 theme will be Kings, Queens, Princes and Princesses: choose from films, 
TV, fiction or real-life characters.

Any shops or businesses in the village could put a scarecrow in their window, 
“sponsor” a scarecrow on the trail and/or offer a prize.

If you want to take part by making or hosting a scarecrow (or to offer a prize), 
please send us your 1st and 2nd choice of Kings, Queens, Princes and Princesses 
by 30th June 2018. Let us know your contact details (name, address, postcode, 
telephone number and email address if you have one) via info@purton-scarecrow.
co.uk or call Ali Davies 01793 772579 or Ali Bunce 01793 772158. We shall then 
send out more information about what to do next. 

Please also visit and like our Facebook page www.facebook.com/PurtonScarecrowTrail/ 
where you can see previous scarecrows for any ideas, if you need them.

If you plan to offer teas, cakes or any refreshments to fund raise for your favourite 
charity, please let us know so that we can indicate this on the route/trail map and 
also please consider donating some of the money raised towards our scheme, as 
this will contribute to the ongoing maintenance costs of the defibrillators.

A quiz sheet with a map of all of the scarecrow locations, parking and refreshment 
sites will be available to buy from various places in the village beforehand and on the 
actual weekend. We shall provide more detailed information closer to the time with 
updates in Purton Magazine and on our Facebook page.

Alison Davies, Mob: 07979 055227/Tel: 01793 772579
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Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
There was a good attendance at our first meeting of the new year which
began with a brief AGM when Moira White, our chairperson, presented a
review of the previous year’s activities.
 On behalf of members, Moira expressed grateful thanks to David Herbert and Laura
Comley who have now resigned from the committee after many years service.
The business side of the AGM completed, Moira introduced our speaker, Alan Holland,
who had joined us to speak on the subject of TWIGS, based at Manor Garden Centre,
Cheney Manor, Swindon.
 He began by explaining that TWIGS (Therapeutic Work in Gardening in Swindon)
was formed in 1997 by a local lady who realised the benefits that working with nature
could bring to people experiencing mental health problems including depression,
anxiety, schizophrenia and personality disorders.
 Part funded by Swindon Borough Council, Zurich and the Community Trust,
additional income for TWIGS is generated from sales (plants and crafts), donations and
earned income from contracts, whilst ‘Friends of TWIGS, their volunteer led fundraising
arm,  brings in approximately £30,000 per annum by way of the Olive Tree Café in the
garden centre.
 We learned that a team of paid staff (1 full time, 5 part-time) and 27 independent
volunteers support the 80-100 service users currently registered.
 Alan explained that the aim of TWIGS is to give people with mental health issues
the chance to regain confidence and self-esteem and to learn new skills in a safe
environment, so acting as a stepping stone to recovery, further education or work.
This is achieved via the wealth of resources available including a large garden site,
nursery area, craft studio, kitchen, café and organic allotment site.
 A ‘Wildlife garden’, the ‘Potager garden’,  the ‘Physic garden’ and the ‘Path of Life
garden’ are among eleven themed gardens open to the public from 10.00-3.30pm
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The ‘Path of life’ garden features a serpentine path
running through a garden planted using colour, texture and habit which reflects and
evokes a mood.  This symbolises the journey that people have to make from crisis to
recovery.
 The obvious benefits of working with nature were highlighted, on the video Alan
showed as part of his presentation, with one service user saying ‘While I’m working in
the garden, the garden is working on me’ and another enthusiastically stating ‘This is
a little bit of heaven on earth’.
 To conclude, Alan highlighted the positive soft outcomes for clients. These include
social interaction, motivation, creativity, concentration and communication skills whilst
hard outcomes result in paid employment, voluntary work, supported work, practical
skills and certificated training.
 Pete Berry offered a vote of thanks to Alan for his professional presentation offering
us such an informative background to TWIGS and what it means to the community.
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 28 March at 7.30pm in Silver Threads Hall
when our speaker will be Dr Keith Ferguson who will be entertaining us with a talk
entitled  ‘Flowers, Flamboyant to Demure’.  The competition will be ‘5 Daffodils’. New
members and visitors may be assured of warm welcome.

MARGARET GOODALL, Secretary, 770906

Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
There was a good attendance at our first meeting of 2018 which 
began with a brief AGM when Moira White, as chair, presented a 
review of the previous year’s activities. This was followed by the 
election of officers and the committee.

Jill Herbert was presented with a bouquet of flowers and garden voucher, as a token 
of thanks from members following her resignation as treasurer after an amazing 
15 years in the post. The business side of the AGM completed, Moira introduced 
our speaker Jenny Tidman, from Malmesbury Garden Centre, with a talk entitled 
‘My life as a gardener’. This centred around Jenny’s first foray into horticulture as a 
student at Hampton Court Palace on a 4 year apprenticeship. However we may have 
imagined her life in the Royal parks to be, we soon discovered, as did Jenny, that it 
would be ‘no bed of roses’. 

Part of the Palace gardens had been segregated with an enclosed area given over 
for students for vegetable growing. However this never got off the ground as the 
students learned that the area was to be used for growing turf to replace worn 
areas in the Palace lawns. Harry, the foreman, was very hard on the apprentices and 
his penchant to wear black boots quickly earned him the nickname, the ‘black dog’. 
On occasions he would present them with 2500 tulip bulbs, with one line allocated 
per apprentice, to lay out and plant in military precision until job done! Apprentices 
received all the menial jobs, one such being the cleaning of plant pots. Pots were 
submerged in water in a large Victorian water butt and apprentices were required 
to clean them with a pot brush. This was a tedious job and was carried out 4 times 
a day for a period of 3 months. This could be followed with the care of 2000 ivy leaf 
geranium plants in a greenhouse, tying each plant to a stake. As Jenny soon learned, 
by the time the job was complete it was time to start again as the plants had grown 
on and required further staking! Horticultural theory - soil and it’s makeup - was 
the basis of Jenny’s first year’s training. She found this odd but soon realised that 
this held her in good stead as once you knew the components of your soil, whether 
it be acidic or alkaline, then you knew what you could plant. She sited the example 
of Prince Charles’s head gardener who prior to spending thousands of pounds on 
Azaleas and Rhododendrons, had failed to carry out a reliable PH test of the soil. It 
proved to be highly acidic and the plants did not fare well resulting in him losing his 
high profile post.

As an apprentice Jenny first started planting vegetables, a discipline involving drilling, 
treading and raking, something they can demonstrate to visitors to the garden centre 
in Malmesbury. One valuable tip she passed on was to dispose of carrot ‘thinnings’ in 
a bag. This prevents the carrot fly from smelling the carrot leaves.

As an apprentice in the Royal parks, Jenny had been required to sign the Official 
Secrets Act. The need for this was apparent as she regularly viewed Princess Margaret 
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and the dilapidated camper van belonging to Roddy Llewellyn in the Royal grounds. 
So discretion was the word!! She knew to only wear a coat if you intended to keep 
it on as to leave it on a seat was strongly forbidden by Princess Margaret.

Another little anecdote related to a visit to Hampton Court by the Emperor of 
Japan who had presented a selection of beautiful lily bulbs as a token of thanks for 
the hospitality shown to him. When a return visit swiftly ensued, it was realised that 
the bulbs had not been planted and on inspection Japanese hornets were discovered 
emerging from the lily bulbs and eating the pollen from the lily flowers. The arrival 
of the gamekeeper with cyanide powder soon remedied the problem to the relief 
of everyone!! No health and safety in those days!!

Moira offered a vote of thanks to Jenny for her fascinating and amusing insight into 
the world of students in the Royal parks and members responded warmly to one of 
our most popular speakers.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 27 March at 7.30pm in Silver Threads Hall when 
our speaker will be Jon Mason to entertain us with a talk entitled ‘Maintenance and 
Manicure of the Green, Green, Grass of Home’.

The competition will be ‘5 Daffodils’. Why not come along and join us. We are a 
friendly club of over 60 members and are always happy to welcome new members 
and visitors.

Margaret Goodall (Secretary 770906)

Purton Tennis Club
We are pleased to say that the new coaching 
programme under the leadership of Head Coach Ben Langley has now started.

There is a full coaching programme for juniors and we are starting off adults with 
sessions either during the day, or in the evening on a Wednesday. Contact Ben for 
more information on 07954 340579 or benlangleyPTC@outlook.com

Winter league positions are as follows:

A Team 2nd in Division 1
B Team 5th in Division 2
C Team 3rd in Division 5
Dates to look forward to:
20th May Khalique Cup
1st July Captains Cup
9th September Miller Cup

Thursday evenings at the Delta are going strong and we will soon be training on a 
Tuesday evening ready for the summer season.

Follow us on facebook & twitter or for information: www.purtontennisclub.com

Lindsey Hall
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Bradon Forest School
Primary School Spelling Bee Competition

We have welcomed pupils from twelve of our feeder primary schools 
for two heats of our Spelling Bee competition this term. They competed 
against in each other in a variety of group and individual rounds. The first round 
saw teams of Year 5 pupils from Abbey Meads, Bridlewood, Catherine Wayte, 

Oakhurst, Orchid Vale and St 
Francis. Abbey Meads won that 
contest. The following week 
saw the turn of pupils from St 
Mary’s, St Sampson’s, Lydiard 
Millicent, Tadpole Farm, Ashton 
Keynes and Greenmeadow. It was 
another close fought battle with 
Greenmeadow narrowly beating St 
Mary’s. The individual rounds were 
particularly tough. The Grand Final 
takes place on 20 March. 

Year 5 Project Pixar underway

During January-March we hold a number of after school 
workshops for Year 5 pupils from all of our feeder 
primary schools to attend. The events in January and 
February have gone well. There are a few spaces on the 
workshops in March. More details are on our website 
together with a link to make bookings.

www.bradonforest.org.uk/Admissions/Transition-Project-Pixar/

Netball Success!

The girls’ sports teams are on fire at the moment! After the recent Basketball 
success, the Year 8 and 9 Netball teams rose to the challenge and both won the 
Swindon School’s Tournament, beating Warneford in the finals.

Year 8’s won 7-1 with Laila Young awarded 
player of the match. The team have won 
every match in the league, and went in to the 
final with a hunger to win. They played with a 
very strong defence, conceding only one goal. 
The movement and passing around the court 
was impressive and they were all proud to 
come out on top. Trinity Lango said, “What a 
team! This is the second consecutive year we 
are Swindon Champs!”
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The Year 9 squad also remain undefeated this year 
and so were determined to finish ‘the perfect 
season’ and did so with an 18-11 win in the final! 
The team displayed accurate shooting, amazing 
defence and key interceptions from Katie Miles and 
Beth O’Neill. Player of the match was Lauren Davis-
Mathis. They have won this 2 out of 3 possible years! 

Mrs Evans said: “This is an amazing achievement 
for the girls to be Swindon School Champions for 
a second time. I’m really proud of how our young 

sportswomen have risen to the challenge this year and played their hearts out!”

Students Wow Staff with Fascinating Exam Presentations

The English Faculty were hugely impressed with the way our Year 11 students 
approached their English GCSE Speaking and Listening exams recently. They showed 
commitment and resilience as well as engaging their English teachers through the 
fascinating range of topics chosen for presentations.

English staff assessed presentations on mechanics, Robert Mugabe, Jonbenet 
Ramsey, gun laws and shooting, racism in football, the problems with the education 
system, individuality within schools, Mirai Botnet, the differences in UK and USA 
firefighters, endangered animals, Greek myths, the paranormal, snooker, the Syrian 
refugee crisis and Donald Trump to name but a few! It was certainly an inspiring 
fortnight and we are incredibly proud of the Year 11 students for their positive and 
conscientious attitude. 

Year 10 Design Museum Trip

On Thursday 25 January, 
Year 10 Technology students 
visited The Design Museum 
in Kensington. As well 
as providing a wealth of 
inspiration, the students 
were able to see first-hand 
examples of iconic products. 
Students also were involved 
in a workshop which allowed 
them to use product analysis 
to discuss the form and 
function of famous products. 
Students were then asked to 
design their own products focusing on form and function. Students will use this 
visit to inspire their future designs and improve the quality of their Controlled 
Assessment and knowledge and understanding for the exam.
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Textiles student Gabriella Self said: “We took part in an inspiring workshop showing 
us exciting inventions and then we were given a chance to design some of our 
own unusual everyday items. We found it not only interesting but educational and 
inspiring. I would personally recommend it to anyone who enjoys designing and 
creative thinking.”

Taisei Akiyama added: “Looking at the evolution of the iPhone was interesting 
because you got to see what made the iPhone what it is today. There was also a 

chance to sit on many iconic 
chairs like the first chair that 
was ever made by a single 
injection moulding and a chair 
made from cardboard! After 
spending some time looking 
at the exhibits, we went into 
a workshop. Here we looked 
at many unique products. 
Most of the designed had 
form over function, meaning 
they looked good but the 
function may not work that 
well. We then had a chance 
to design some products. By 
the end of the day, I learnt a 
lot about how products are 

manufactured and that designers sometimes chose to make a product look good 
over making them more practical, and I am looking forward to applying my new 
knowledge to my designs and production.”

Purton Community Café – Pips opening soon!
Good news at last! We now have a fully equipped kitchen 
with a connected electrical supply. We still have a little more 
construction to do, for example fitting out the wheelchair 
accessible toilet, but thankfully we still have sufficient funds to complete this. We 
have also just received the final £1,000 from the Landfill Community Fund. Many 
thanks again to Community First for arranging and Hills for donating this grant.

What we need now is more volunteers to work in the café. In particular we still 
need a Catering Manager to plan and oversee the food we will serve. Clearly we are 
hoping for a volunteer who will fill this role on an ongoing basis, but if someone is 
only able to fill the role to get us open, that would still be very helpful. If you think 
you can help please contact me: David Nettleton at david.nettleton@hotmail.co.uk 
or phone 772298. Many thanks. Hope to see you all soon in the café.
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Celebrating 100 years of Women’s Suffrage in the UK
On 6th February 1918 the Representation of the People Act was passed which granted 
the first votes to women and allowed their voices to be heard in Parliament. What a 
difference 100 years makes! To date, we’ve had not one, but two female Prime Ministers 
and equality for women is making steps forward all the time. In 1910 Olave, wife of 
Robert Baden Powell - founder of the Scout Movement - decided it was high time girls 
got in on the act, and helped create the Girl Guides, an organisation way ahead of it’s time. 

Girlguiding is still a thriving organisation (as you’ll read in the monthly updates from 
Purton Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers) and the experiences girls had back in 
the early 20th century helped prepare girls and young women for the first World War 
when they were required to fill many of the traditionally male occupations, left vacant 
while the men were fighting in the trenches. In a similar way, Girlguiding today is helping 
prepare girls for the rigours of modern life; through practical life skills and emotional 
health and wellbeing. 

The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) – of which Girlguiding 
UK is a member, represents 10 million girls in 150 countries around the world, and 
helps campaign on all kinds of issues affecting girls and young women right now; from 
encouraging girls into STEM subjects (science, technology, engineering and maths) to 
helping raise awareness of domestic violence and forced marriage. There are active Guide 
units in some of the world’s poorest and conflict-stricken areas, where girls seek refuge 
from their everyday lives to join in activities with their friends enabling them learn new 
skills and most importantly, have fun!

This year I will be celebrating 10 years as a Guide leader in Royal Wootton Bassett, and 
I felt compelled to do something which would mark, not only this rather insignificant 
anniversary, but the much bigger step forward for Women in 1918. The current freedom 
that I, as a woman in 2018, enjoy is in part thanks to the hard fought, and often controversial, 
battles of the Suffragettes a hundred years ago. 

I’m using this freedom to run the London Landmarks Half Marathon on 25 March in 
aid of WAGGGS and I have joined a team of members from around the world in an act 
of solidarity and appreciation for all the women who put their lives on the line for our 
future. See the team here: www.wagggs.org/en/support-us/fundraise-for-us/llhm2018/
please-support-our-london-landmarks-half-marathon-runners/

I have written a fundraising quiz all about some of the great women who have often 
gone unnoticed, but made a big difference to our lives through their scientific, artistic, 
political, literary and sporting efforts. If you would like to test your knowledge please 
either; email heather@intouchpurton.co.uk and send your donation electronically to 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/HeatherPontingBather, I will then email the quiz to you. 
Alternatively, please put your donation and a self-addressed envelope through my door 
(2 College Road) and I will send you a paper copy. There will be a prize for the person 
with the most correct answers. Good Luck!

Heather Ponting-Bather
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Purton Village Diary - March 2018
1 Th 10.30am Communion at The Vicarage
  7.30pm Breast Cancer Information Evening at Purton Surgery
3 Sa 1.00pm Age Concern Annual Auction at Purton Village Hall

4 Su 8.00am Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Morning worship at Purton Methodist Church
  10.30am Family Service at St Mary’s Church
  6.00pm Evensong at St Mary’s Church
7 W 11.45am Lent Lunch at Purton Methodist Church
8 Th 11.00am Songs of Praise at The Cedars
  7.00pm Haiti: Hurricanes & Hope, a talk by Christian Aid Humanitarian 

head, Nick Guttman, at Purton Methodist Church
9 F 8.45am Age Concern minibus to Tetbury £5
  2.00pm Friendship club at Silver Threads Hall
10 Sa 12 noon Community litter pick starting from the Royal George

11 Su 8.00am Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am United Service at St Mary’s Church to celebrate Mothering Sunday
4.00pm  Messy Church at St Mary’s Primary School
13 Tu 10.00am Purton & District Probus Club meet at the Red House ‘Wings 

over Windermere’
  11.00am Songs of Praise at Ashgrove House
  2.00pm Dressability and Make do and mend at Silver Threads Hall
14 W 11.45am Lent Lunch at Purton Methodist Church
  2.30pm Methodist Women’s Fellowship ‘Getting to Know You’ with 

Gladys Legg at Purton Methodist Church
17 Sa 10.00am Knit-a-Square fundraising coffee morning at Silver Threads Hall

18 Su 8.00am Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Morning worship at Purton Methodist Church
  10.30am Family Communion at St Mary’s Church
  7.30pm Cricklade Band ‘Mad March Hare Spring Show’ at Cricklade 

Town Hall
19 M 2.00pm St Mary’s Fellowship of Women meet at Purton Methodist 

Church, a devotional meeting with Revd Dr John Railton
20 Tu 7.45pm Purton branch of the Royal British Legion meet at the Red House
  8.00pm After 8 ‘a bit of culture’ – Birdsong at the Wyvern Theatre. See 

Marion for details
21 W 2.00pm Communion at Ashgrove House
23 F 9.00am Age Concern minibus to Cirencester £3
  2.00pm (& 7.00pm) Demetia Friend Training session at Purton Village Hall
24 Sa 10.00am Coffee morning at Silver Threads Hall

25 Su 8.00am Palm Sunday Communion at St Mary’s Church
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  10.30am Morning worship at Purton Methodist Church
  10.30am Communion at St Mary’s Church
  4.00pm Messy Church at Ridgeway Farm Primary School
27 Tu 10.00am Purton & District Probus Club meet at the Red House ‘Wildlife-

friendly farming’
  2.00pm Music with John and Margaret Craig at Silver Threads Hall
  2.30pm Communion at White Lodge
29 Th 7.30pm Maundy Thursday Communion at St Mary’s Church
30 F 10.00am Good Friday Walk of Witness starting from Pavenhill shops
  2.00pm Hour at the Cross
31 Sa 9.00am Purton Age Concern Easter Market at Pavenhill Shops
Every week
 Tu 9.00am to 11am: Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
  12 noon Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
  7.30pm Bridge Club at the Red House
 W 10.00am to 12 noon: Coffee and chat at Silver Threads Hall
  2.00pm to 5.00pm: Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)
  6.30pm Rock Solid at Purton Methodist Church
 Th 9.00am to 11am: Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
  12 noon Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
  2.00pm to 3pm: Age Concern T’ai Chi at Millennium Hall
  2.20pm Pram Service for pre-school children at Purton Methodist 

Church (term time)
 F 10.00am to 11.30am: Tea, cofee and cake at The Cedars
 Sa 10.00am to 12.30pm: Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)
Every month
1st Wednesday Story Time at Purton Library for pre-school children
2nd & 4th Tuesday Purton Probus at Red House lounge
3rd Monday St Mary’s Fellowship of Women at Purton Methodist Church
3rd Tuesday Royal British Legion meet at the Red House
April
1 Su 8.00am Easter Sunday Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Family Communion with choir at St Mary’s Church
  6.00pm Evensong at St Mary’s Church
4 W 10.00am Age Concern Mystery Tour with pub lunch
6 F 7.30pm Age Concern 3Bs Evening at Silver Threads Hall
18 W 1.00pm (& 4.00pm) Dementia Friend training at Purton Village Hall
Moon Phases
◐ 23 February     ◯ 2 March     ◑ 9 March       ● 17 March

If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages, contact 
Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton or email: 
mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Village Rambles with four-legged companions
I have to admit, I’m usually a fine weather walker. Looking out of the window on a wet 
and blustery day late in January, normally the last thing on my mind would be a long 
walk. With my brother and sister-in-law in warmer climes for a week, I was taking 
care of Monty and Midge, their two lovely Cocker Spaniels. So out I went!

Wednesday it rained all day. Our walks were a must rather than a pleasure. A short 
walk at the beginning and end of the day was accompanied by a longer afternoon 
walk. That day, our afternoon walk started at Hoggs Lane, taking the footpath to 
Francomb’s Hill, though the kissing gate and along the very boggy path to the stile 
and out by the plough ground to the allotments. We walked along Upper Pavenhill, 
crossed the road to Ringsbury and down the footpath to Battlewell and back via 
Restrop Road to Pavehill. Needless to say, we all needed a hose down and dry off 
when we got back.

Thursday was another miserable day. We reversed our walk. One thing crossed my 
mind, as it often had before – ‘Where are all the litter/poo bins?’ Being a responsible 
dog walker, I had walked a fair way with my little black bag!

On Friday the weather looked a bit more hopeful. We stared at Harvest Water and 
walked towards Ringsbury Camp. I couldn’t help but feel sorry for the cattle trudging 
through the bog that was their pasture. Poor things. We circled the lower part of the 
meadow and then took the path the Pavenhill. No amount of walks along this path 
curb my wonder at the view from the hill. We took the easy choice then, and walked 
past Restrop View, The Royal George and the lonely bin at the mouth of Dogridge, 
and down Pavenhill.

Saturday brought mixed weather and, having a busy day, we only went on four short 
walks. Then the sun came out!

On Sunday I changed direction and headed up the path beside Thompson’s Court. 
Somewhere I hadn’t been since Thompson’s Garage itself was there. We walked 
across The Moors, brining back memories of my teenage years, taking part in the ‘It’s 
a Knock up [out?]’ competition organised by the Carnival Committee. Long before 
Health and Safety killjoys were on the scene. We walked around Jonathan Cook’s 
new pasture land and through the kissing gate to walk along the ridge parallel with 
Bradon Forest School. The last time I had been along there, I lost a shoe while doing 
cross country, when I too had attended Bradon Forest! A while ago now… The boys 
Midge and Monty were in their element running in the sunshine, what a lovely day!

I had a little chuckle to myself when I saw the ‘stile to nowhere’. I have since been 
told that Mr Webb puts up a temporary fence at certain times of the year, so the stile 
is needed and very welcome by walkers. The view in front of me included St Mary’s 
Church, standing amongst the winter trees and it suddenly became quite apparent 
that Swindon is creeping closer to Purton, with the flats in Penhill towering over 
the houses. As I walked across the field by the weir pond, The Peartree Hotel, now 
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closed, stood quiet and lonely half way up Manor Hill. With a flash I noticed two 
rabbits dancing on the back lawn of Nigel Rawlings’ house. I was glad to be out!

Making sure the boys were on their leads, we waited while cars sped down the hill 
and into the arch of trees by the cemetery. It was lovely walking up Church Path, 
listening to a Robin joyfully singing in the sunshine. To my relief St Mary’s School 
looks much the same from the outside as it did when I attended, back in the day. 
Although it’s in the process of being converted to apartments, the building, with its 
tall windows, newly glazed, is looking splendid.

Joining the High Street via the steps by the Vets, we finished our walk by pavement. 
We met a number of people on our way. A few car horns beeped and a chat revealed 
that it was a shock to some people that I actually have legs, as I’m usually seen in my 
car or behind a shop counter.

Over the next three days we took the same walk, to the weir pond, but changed 
our walk home. On Monday and Tuesday we took the path through the churchyard, 
where one day the boys mused at seeing a grey squirrel run up a tree. Then up 
Short Hedge, passing the chickens and into The Hyde, where we passed the old milk 
stand by the Red House. We crossed the road and joined Church Path by the Old 
Bakehouse, there we continued our walk to the old school as before.

Wednesday was our last day, and having walked to the weir pond, we crossed the 
road to the Cricket field. I hadn’t been there since 1971, I only watched cricket once, 
didn’t understand it then, still don’t! Funny how some dates stick in your mind for 
one reason or another. The path at the bottom of the field lead through the Dingle 
and down towards the road to The Fox. The boys enjoyed a dip in the brook by the 
Milk House, even with their coats on. We headed towards Short Hedge and finished 
our walk as the day before.

I certainly admire all dog walkers who walk in all winds and weather, some who do it 
as a job. One lady, Jenny, I saw with different dogs on my same walk!

Having started the week in the rain, not really enjoying our walks, I finished in the 
sunshine, in awe of the scenery of Purton. We are lucky having our footpaths around 
such a lovely village and I was lucky to have my two lovely little friends to go out with.

I found all the bins eventually, most of them are around the Village Centre!

I hope the less able villagers have enjoyed joining me on my walks and they have 
brought back memories for you too.

Pearl Lait, Midge and Monty
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Fear is turned to Joy when the risen Jesus 
appears to His disciples
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 
the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be 
with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed 
on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. [ John 20:19-22 ]

The Rev Donald English used to say that Christians should walk in the gutter but lift 
their eyes to God. The presence of Jesus with His disciples brought an indescribable 
joy into their fearful lives – were they to be next for crucifixion ? His words to 
them must have been most welcome - ‘Peace be with you’. He would then send 
them out to mission in His name to spread the message, to share His peace. But 
even with the gift of His peace they would still suffer in their work. They would be 
objects of ridicule, half beaten to death, shunned by friends and family and become 
strangers and refugees in a hostile empire. Some would give up their lives in His 
service. They would indeed walk in the gutter for the remainder of their lives. But 
Christ risen meant they could lift their eyes from their circumstance, however dark 
and awful and find hope and peace. As Christians we are not immune from all that 
life throws at us, but we are empowered within it, even finding joy in the most 
fearful circumstance.

Rev Dave Perkins

Lent Lunches 2018
Four lunches during Lent held each Wednesday until March 14th at Purton Methodist 
Church, from 11.45am - 1.00pm.

The meal includes soup, jacket potato or roll, cheese and salad, and tea or coffee, a 
selection of cakes also available (at a small extra charge). All proceeds to TEAR Fund 
and Mission Aviation Fellowship.

New defibrillator in Braydon
Caring Hands (Wiltshire) a small residential care home located in Braydon are 
proud to announce we have our own defibrillator on site. We feel it is important 
to promote the health and well-being of not only ourselves but residents, visitors 
and people within the community. We feel having a defibrillator is essential within 
first aid practice and also increasing the awareness of first aid on the outskirts of 
the village to give the most effective response in an emergency. The defibrillator is 
registered with emergency services and is situated within our care home which all 
of our staff are trained to use. If anyone needs to use our defibrillator we are here 
24 hours a day.
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Mothering Sunday 11 March 
10.30am  United Parade Family Service at St Mary’s Church 

with the uniformed organisations and flowers for all the family. 
4.00pm Messy Church at St Mary’s School 

Palm Sunday 25 March 
10.00am  Procession from the Village Hall for  

10.30am Holy Communion  at St Mary’s  
and 10.30am Holy Communion Service at Methodist Church  

4.00pm Messy Church at Ridgeway Farm School 

Maundy Thursday 29 March 
7.30pm Holy Communion at St Mary’s  

Good Friday 30 March 
10.00am Walk of Witness starting at Pavenhill Shops 

2.00pm Hour at the Cross at St Mary’s 

 
Easter Day 1 April 

8.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
10.30am Easter Celebration - Family Communion at St Mary’s 

10.30am Easter Day Service at Methodist Church 
6.00pm  Choral Evensong at St Mary’s 

A very Happy Easter to everyone from Purton Churches 

FEAR IS TURNED TO JOY WHEN THE RISEN JESUS APPEARS TO HIS 
DISCIPLES 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with 
you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  And with that he 
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. [ John 20:19-22 ] 
 
The Rev Donald English used to say that Christians should walk in the 
gutter but lift their eyes to God. The presence of Jesus with His disciples 
brought an indescribable joy into their fearful lives – were they to be next for 
crucifixion ? His words to them must have been most welcome - ‘Peace be 
with you’. He would then send them out to mission in His name to spread 
the message, to share His peace. But even with the gift of His peace they 
would still suffer in their work. They would be objects of ridicule, half beaten 
to death, shunned by friends and family and become strangers and refugees 
in a hostile empire. Some would give up their lives in His service. They 
would indeed walk in the gutter for the remainder of their lives. But Christ 
risen meant they could lift their eyes from their circumstance, however dark 
and awful and find hope and peace. As Christians we are not immune from 
all that life throws at us, but we are empowered within it, even finding joy in 
the most fearful circumstance. Rev Dave. 
 
 
 
 
 
If you or anyone you know need our prayers or would like to learn more 
about the Christian faith, please contact  

Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith 01793 770077 vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk 

Revd Judith Wells 01793 770627 curate@stmaryspurton.org.uk 

Revd David Perkins 01793 853197 skyeperky@hotmail.com 

St Mary’s Church website: www.stmaryspurton.org.uk 

 

Easter 2018 at 
Purton Churches 
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The Great War Project
Part 55: February 2018
Western Front

The British Government announced the enlargement of powers of the Supreme 
War Council at Versailles on 3 February and on the 18th, General Sir W. Robertson, 
Chief of the British Imperial General Staff, resigned to be replaced next day by 
General Sir H.H. Wilson.

In early 1916, the 12th Battalion, Sherwood Foresters, was stationed in the front 
line at Ypres, Belgium, and came across a printing press abandoned by a Belgian who 
had, in the words of the editor, “stood not on the order of his going, but gone.” A 
sergeant who had been a printer in peacetime salvaged it and printed a sample page. 
Eventually they produced the Wipers Times, named after Tommy slang for Ypres 
itself (Wipers). This trench magazine was published in the Ypres Salient until the end 
of 1918. Publication was held up from February 1918 by the build-up of German 
attacks, but they later restarted with two issues of “The Better Times”. The second 
of these was billed as the “Xmas, Peace and Final Number.”

The front page of most issues had an advert for a spurious concert or event or even 
an advert for the sale of property such as this one for the whole of the Front Line:

For Sale

The Salient Estate
Complete in every detail

Intending purchasers will be shown round anytime day or night.
Underground residences ready for habitation.
Splendid Motoring Estate! Shooting Perfect!

Fishing Good!!!
Now’s the time. Have a stake in the country.

No reasonable offer refused.
Do for Home for Inebriates or other Charitable Institution.

Delay is Dangerous! You might miss it!!
Apply for particulars etc., to

Thomas, Atkins, Sapper & Co., Zillebeke and Hooge.
Housebreakers: Wooley, Bear, Crump & Co.

Telegrams: “Adsum, Wipers”

Politics & Women’s Suffrage

On 6 February, the Representation of the People Act was passed which gave most 
women over 30 the vote.

On the 21st the Ministry of Information was formed in Britain.
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War Aims

On 11 February, US President Woodrow Wilson addressed Congress and added 
Four Principles to his Fourteen Points of January. These included the freedom of 
navigation and an end to secret diplomacy.

Russia

On 1 February, Russia abandoned the old Julian Calendar and adopted the western 
Gregorian Calendar. Thus, 1 February 1918 was followed by 14 February. Finland, 
since incorporation into the Russian Empire, had used both systems in parallel and 
merely dropped the Julian dates from documents on independence. Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania also changed to the new calendar. All dates below are in the new 
calendar, including those leading up to 14 February.

On 4 February (22 Jan - Julian) General Alexeyev led a move with forces from 
the Don Cossacks towards Moscow against the Government (Bolshevik) forces. 
Alexeyev’s force was defeated by 13 February and Alexeyev committed suicide.

The Soviet government declared the separation of church and state on 5 February.

The Finnish Civil War continued as General Carl von Mannerheim gathered an army 
known as the White Guard to mount a counter revolution against the Bolshevik 
Red Guard (10 February).

Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia declared independence calling themselves the 
Transcaucasian Democratic Federative Republic.

A Military Convention was signed between Germany and Poland on 25 February 
at Bobruisk.

Brest-Litovsk and continuance of war:

Talks at Brest-Litovsk continued and, on 9 February, a peace treaty was signed 
between the Ukraine and the Central Powers including Bulgaria and Turkey. A 
supplementary treaty defined the borders of the new Ukrainian State. Britain 
announced it would not recognise this treaty.

On 10 February, Leon Trotsky, the Russian Foreign Minister, announced that the 
state of war between Russia and Central Powers, Bulgaria and Turkey had ended, 
but that Russia would not sign a formal peace treaty. However, in the absence of a 
peace treaty the Armistice on the Russian front expired on the 18th. The German 
armies resumed hostilities and advanced rapidly against disorganised and dispirited 
Russian troops, capturing Dvinsk. On the 19th, the Russians indicated they would 
sign the peace treaty with Germany. But early in February, Lithuania declared 
independence from the new Russian Soviet Republic. Then, on 22 February during 
the talks, Germany claimed all the Baltic states, plus Finland and Ukraine from Russia. 
Anticipating the loss of Estonia in the imminent treaty, the Russian Navy evacuated 
Tallinn in Estonia through thick ice over the Gulf of Finland. 

The treaty negotiations did not stop hostilities and on 23 February the new Red 
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Army achieved its first victory over German troops near Narva and Pskov. This date 
became commemorated as Red Army Day from 1923. But German forces occupied 
Dorpat and Tallinn in Estonia on the 24th-25th, and went on to capture Pernau, 
Reval and Pskov.

The Russians resumed negotiations on the 28th and military operations were halted.

Rumania

The German government sent an ultimatum to Rumania on 6 February demanding 
peace negotiations within four days. The Rumanian Prime Minister Bratianu resigned 
and a new Cabinet was formed the next day. Peace negotiations started in Bucharest 
on the 25th.

War at Sea

The SS Tuscania was the first ship carrying American troops to Europe to be 
torpedoed and sunk (5 February) off the Irish coast. The former luxury liner had a 
capacity of over 2,500 passengers. About 210 of the troops and crew were killed, 
but many were rescued by Royal Navy destroyers Mosquito and Pigeon.

A third German destroyer raid in the Straits of Dover occurred overnight on 
15th/16th February, and Dover was shelled by submarine on the 16th.

Hospital ship HMHS Glenart Castle was sunk by submarine the Bristol Channel on 
26 February. Of 200 men and women aboard, only 38 survived.

Palestine, Mesopotamia & Persia

The British government made another declaration to the King of the Hejaz, on 4 
February, reaffirming pledges regarding freedom of the Arab peoples after the end 
of the war.

On the 19th, the British occupation of the Jordan Valley began with the capture of 
Jericho by the Egyptian Expeditionary Force.

On 1 February, British forces extended their East Persia Cordon into Khorasan 
in relief of Russian forces withdrawn by the Bolshevik Government. However, 
Trebizond in Asia Minor (on the former Russian front) was retaken by Turkish forces 
on the 24th. British forces occupied Kermanshah in western Persia on 25 February.

Revolts

On 1 February, Austrian sailors, led by two Czech Socialists, mutinied in the Gulf 
of Cattaro (Kotor). Sailors on about 40 ships joined the mutiny demanding political 
change and an end to the war. The mutiny failed to spread and was put down by the 
loyal 3rd Fleet on 3 February. About 800 sailors were imprisoned and four were 
executed. The Commander-in-Chief of the Austrian fleet was replaced.

Rick Dixon
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Part 56: March 1918
The following men with Purton connections were mobilised to France 
in March 1918.

Arthur John Selby, 127th American Expeditionary Force. Born in Purton in 1887, 
he was the son of Robert and Lydia Selby, Fox Road, Purton, but had emigrated to 
the USA. The 127th were part of the American 32nd Division, and arrived in Brest, 
France on 4 March 1918. They saw action in Alsace, Aisne-Marne, Oise-Marne and 
Meuse-Argonne before they marched to the Rhine and became part of the Army 
of occupation.

Edward Boyekin Bletso, Worcestershire Regiment.

Stanley Lewis Kibblewhite, Royal Naval Air Service (amalgamated as RAF from 1 
April 1918).

Western Front

The German military command had seen a disastrous end to 1917, a cold beginning 
to 1918 and the arrival of fresh American troops. With the end of major hostilities 
against Russia, 50 Divisions were freed up from action on the Eastern front and 
moved to the west. The German Spring Offensive, starting with Operation Michael 
(or Kaiserschlacht) was intended as an all-or-nothing gamble to break the British 
3rd and 5th armies, capture Paris and win the war before the Americans could be 
fully mobilised.

On the first day (21 March), a giant German cannon (the Paris Gun or Kaiser 
Wilhelm Geschütz) began to shell Paris from a distance of 71 miles (114 km). The 
German offensive attacked British positions on a long front, from Picardy to the 
Somme. It failed to break through as planned, but the British Army lost nearly 20,000 
dead on the first day.

The Germans advanced to the River Somme, taking Peronne, Bapaume, Noyon, 
Albert, Chaulnes and Roye by the 26th. John Reginald Lane of Bagbury Farm, 
Purton, was serving with the 6th Wilts and reported missing in action at Bapaume 
on the 23rd. In the face of the German advances, a crisis meeting between the 
Allies appointed General Ferdinand Foch as co-ordinating authority over the entire 
Western Front. The German advance continued, taking Rosières and Montdidier by 
the 27th.

Albert Job Lewis (pictured) was serving with the 2nd Battalion Wiltshire 
Regiment in the St Quentin sector of the Somme. The German Spring 
offensive “fell upon the Wiltshire’s line” causing massive casualties. The 
Battalion War Diary entry for 21 March 1918 records “an intense enemy 
bombardment of our trenches and back areas with high explosive and gas 
shells at 4.30am [which] continued throughout the day. The enemy attacked 
at 10am with two Divisions on our Battalion front [which] broke through 

on our flanks and surrounded the Battalion. … A message was received by pigeon 
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[that they were] still holding out … with 50 men. The Battalion Transport moved 
back from Fluquières to Dury at 4.40am …”

Albert was one of those killed in action that day (21 March), aged 29. He has no 
known grave, but is remembered on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, and in the 
Memorial Book at St Mary’s Church.

Walter Hunt (pictured) of Locks Lane, Purton, was serving with the 2nd 
Battalion, Royal Marine Light Infantry. During the Spring Offensive, the 
Battalion carried out numerous rear-guard actions attempting to stall the 
German advance. On 27 March, the Battalion was in positions counter-
attacking along the Martinsart-Mesnil Road and through Aveluy Wood, 
where they repulsed the enemy. Walter was killed in action during these 
attacks. He has no known grave but his name is recorded on the Arras 
Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

The Second German offensive, Operation Mars, on 28 March against the British 
Third Army at Arras was repulsed with “few British casualties”.

Palestine, Mesopotamia & Persia

On 3 March, troops of the British East Persia Cordon occupied Meshed in Persia. 
In the former Russian sector, Hamadan in western Persia was evacuated by the 
Russians on the 16th.

Arthur Anthony Brown (pictured) was serving with the 271st Brigade, Royal 
Field Artillery as Lieutenant (Acting Captain). He was the son of John and 
Amelia Elizabeth Brown, The Close, Purton and had married Edith Gore 
(née Holdship, from Sydney) in Purton on 24 October 1916. He had been 
awarded the Military Cross in 1916 with the citation including “For 
conspicuous devotion to duty throughout the operations before Gaza and 
subsequently during the advance culminating with the action securing the 

Jaffa-Jerusalem Line”.

Arthur died suddenly of a heart attack on 4 March 1918 at a village just north of 
Jerusalem. He was buried in Ramleh War Cemetery, Palestine, and is commemorated 
on a grave surround in St Mary’s churchyard and in the Remembrance Book in St 
Mary’s Church.

On 8 March, units of the British Army’s Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF) launched 
an attack against Ottoman defences from the Mediterranean Sea, across the Judaean 
Mountains to the edge of the Jordan Valley. Known as the Battle of Tel Asur, it ended 
on 12 March having pushed much of the Ottoman front-line northwards.

The EEF crossed the River Jordan on 21 March, moving through Es Salt in Palestine 
and attacking Amman on the 27th. However, the EEF was forced to withdraw to the 
Jordan Valley on 31 March.

Further east, on 9 March, British forces occupied Hit on the Euphrates, and attacked 
Khan Baghdadi (26th) before taking Ana in Mesopotamia on 28 March.



Page 49

War at Sea

On 7 March, the Allies sent a final Note to the (neutral) Netherlands Government 
regarding surrender of all Dutch ships in Allied ports. The Dutch Government 
accepted the demands ‘with reservations’ on the 18th. The Allied Blockade 
Committee was formed on 20 March. As a result, Dutch ships in British and US 
ports were requisitioned on 21 March by the British and US governments.

Allied shipping losses continued: HMS Calgarian, an armed merchant cruiser, was 
torpedoed and sank on 1 March off Rathlin Island, Northern Ireland. Calgarian had 
been at Halifax, Nova Scotia, when the Halifax Explosion took place on 6 December 
1917 and had assisted with rescue and medical relief.

On 6 March, USS Cyclops disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle while carrying a 
cargo of 11,000 tonnes of manganese ore for munitions. The German navy denied 
responsibility and storms may have been the cause.

HMHS Guildford Castle, a British hospital ship, survived a German U-boat attack in 
the Bristol Channel and reached port.

As a new development, SS Faith, the 1st ever concrete ship and an 8000-ton freighter, 
was launched in California on 14 March. It was later the first concrete ship to cross 
the Atlantic. You may be interested to know that your present author, served as 
mate on a concrete schooner, Pen y Ddraig, during 1996. Concrete, just like steel, is 
heavier than water – but both float like a bowl will in a sink. 

War in the Air

On 6 March, the first pilotless drone aircraft, the Hewitt-Sperry Automatic Airplane 
had its test flight at Long Island, New York. The drone never came into active use 
and development was scrapped in 1925 as the guidance system still wasn’t reliable.

On the 7th, German aircraft made their first “moonless night” air raid over England.

Brest-Litovsk

The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was signed on 3 March 1918. Under the terms of the 
treaty, Russia renounced all territorial claims in Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
White Russia (now Belarus), and Ukraine. The Kingdom of Poland was not mentioned 
in the treaty.

Germany and Austria-Hungary said that the future of all those territories would 
be settled in agreement with their populations. However, the treaty ceded most 
of them to Germany – they would become little more than puppet states. Their 
previous local declarations of independence had little effect in reality as ambitions 
were swallowed by the treaty. In each territory, the ethnic German residents 
(Volksdeutsch) were to become the ruling elite. A Germanic monarchy was created 
in Lithuania, and Latvia and Estonia were amalgamated as the United Baltic Duchy 
under a German duke. 

Before the treaty was signed, German forces captured Kiev in the Ukraine on the 
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2nd and went on to occupy the rest of the Ukraine and the other treaty territories 
shortly after. In the power vacuum between the Russians and the Germans, Ukrainian 
mobs massacred Jews at Seredyna-Buda on the 9th.

The Allied Governments issued a Note refusing to recognise the Brest-Litovsk 
Treaty on the 18th.

Turkey didn’t get much out of the Treaty, other than return of the districts of Erdehan, 
Kars, and Batum which it had lost in the Crimean War. Russian troops evacuated the 
area and Turkey took over Erezum on the 12th. 

Russia

As a result of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty, Leon Trotsky was appointed Minister for 
War on 8 March, his former post of Foreign Minister going to Georgy Vasilyevich 
Chicherin. Next day, the Russian Bolshevik Party renamed itself the Communist Party. 
Then, because Petrograd was only 100 miles from the German treaty territories of 
Estonia and Finland, the Russian Government moved from Petrograd to Moscow, 
which was 300 miles from German-held White Russia (Belarus).

In his new post as Minister for War, Trotsky took back overall control of the Red 
Army on 12 March.

The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was ratified by the Congress of Soviets at Moscow on 
14 March.

Russian (RSFSR) and Armenian Revolutionary Federation forces suppressed a 
Muslim revolt in Baku, Azerbaijan on 30 March (the “March Days”) with the result 
of some 30,000 deaths.

Finland

Unlike most of the Russian Brest-Litovsk nations, Finland fared comparatively well. 
While the new Finnish Social Republic of Workmen signed a Treaty of Peace and 
Amity with the Russian Federal Soviet Republic on 1 March, it also requested that a 
German force take over the Aaland Islands off the south-western coast of Finland. 
These had once been Swedish and a local ethnic Swedish minority population had 
wanted the islands transferred back to Sweden. On the 3rd, the German Government 
notified Sweden of the occupation.

The Finnish Army Corps of Aviation was founded on 6 March, adopting a blue 
swastika as its symbol. This was a tribute to Eric von Rosen, a Swedish explorer and 
aviator who donated the first plane and who saw the Viking symbol as his personal 
lucky insignia. The Finnish Air Force was later established in 1928.

Peace was signed at Berlin between Germany and Finland on 7 March, including 
terms of alliance.

Rumania

Rumania signed a peace treaty at Buftea with the Central Powers, Bulgaria and 
Turkey on 9 March. In a change of government, Premier and Foreign Minister 
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General Averescu was replaced on 21 March by Alexandru Marghiloman as Premier, 
and Constantine Arian as Foreign Minister.

Moldova and Bessarabia were confirmed as new Rumanian territories on the 27th.

USA

The US Army’s Distinguished Service Medal was authorised by Congress on 7 
March, perhaps in anticipation of someone needing to be awarded it as US forces 
were soon to be in action in France and Belgium. 

The US had managed to muddle along without official Time Zones up until now, but 
on 19 March Congress established time zones across the country and approved the 
introduction of daylight saving time. DST went into effect on 31 March.

Spanish ’Flu 

First recorded in January, Spanish ’Flu was spotted at Funston Army Camp, Kansas 
and then the first confirmed cases were reported on 11 March at Fort Riley, Kansas.

Rick Dixon

Our Family’s War 
Mrs Jean Robson was researching her uncle Herbert Dubrey, killed on 21 March 1918 
at “The Somme” and enquired to the Museum of the Royal West Kent Regiment, 
Maidstone. Herbert had been serving with the West Kents.

The Curator of the Museum wrote back to Jean: Herbert was in the 7th Battalion 
of the Royal West Kents. The battalion saw a lot of action and bitter fighting along 
the Somme.

On the date of his death, 21/3/18, his battalion suffered terrible losses as the cutting 
below describes. I [the curator] know the Pozières region quite well as my partner’s 
boat was moored nearby on the Somme for two years. The mist hangs about near 
the river (in fact we had to delay trying to take photos of the Memorial because 
of the visibility) so I can well imagine that awful morning of the 21st March [1918].

[Press Cutting]

The German Attack

When, on March 21st, 1918, the long-expected German attack at last developed 
The Queen’s Own had two battalions in the front line, exposed to the full weight of 
the terrific bombardment which ushered it in. For both the 7th and 8th Battalions 
March 21st began a time of severe trial; both were to suffer terribly, the 7th indeed 
was almost wiped out, both were to do splendidly and add greatly to their laurels. 
Before the fighting on the front of the Third and Fifth Armies died down in the 
middle of April two more battalions had become involved, the 6th coming down 
from the Lys Valley to stem the hostile advance across the Ancre, the 10th, newly 
returned from Italy, being thrown in at an earlier stage.

The 7th, as already mentioned, had returned to the “Forward Zone” in its Divisional 



Page 52

After 8 
On Tuesday 16th February nine of us met at Sandra’s house for our 
New Year Quiz. This year it was a quiz with a difference. We had 
previously picked a topic, Geography, and everyone came armed with 
five questions. Some members sent along their questions even though 
they were unable to attend, what dedication! 

The resulting quiz proved both challenging and informative, we had anagrams, cryptic 
and general knowledge questions covering such topics as Geology, Cartography and 
Vexillology. The evening started with three teams of three but as enthusiastic debates 
ensued about what we knew, didn’t know or thought we did scoring seemed to ‘ go 
out of the window’ therefore I have know idea if there was a winning team or not.

I am sorry to report that non of us knew or could remember the connection 
between Purton and the Munro Schiehallion......*

Thank you to all who contributed to this lively evening. For our March meeting ‘A 
bit of culture’ Marion is arranging a theatre trip, can all members check their emails 
and respond promptly regarding this event.

*In 1774 Nevile Maskelyne carried out a ground breaking experiment on Schiehallion 
to measure the gravitational pull of the mountain which enabled the density of Earth 
to be calculated.

After 8
Once again in January we were all busy trying to bring to mind the events
of 2016 ready for Jan Walker’s “Quiz of the Year”.  As usual it reminded
us of some good things and some we would like to forget.
 This year there was a sheet for each month of the year. So with the swopping of the
sheets and calls of “I need April etc” we completed the year. Some were accused of
passing on information …but whether it was the correct information and perhaps not in
the correct order. Some things we thought were correct proved completely wrong. Who
knew or even cared that Brad Pitt had broken off a new relationship but we all got the
Bake Off question right. We’ve evidently got our priorities right.
 Jan managed to cover football, politics, TV and even the Archers. We now know
that the release of capturing the Pokémon would lead to accidents to drivers and
pedestrians’. Looking at the e-mails flying around everyone had a great evening.
Lorraine had decided that our rendition of “The twelve Days of Christmas “ last
December was below par so she taught us a new version. On the first day of Christmas
my colleagues gave to me, A nice hot cup of tea, followed by paper clips, Pritt sticks
(other glue sticks are available), ten gold stars, six annoying texts and ending with
twelve cups of coffee.
 Our thanks to Jan for organising an enjoyable evening as we recalled fond
memories of the Referendum, Eurovision and the usual fight over what qualified for a
half point.
 Our meeting in March will be “My trip down Memory Lane “ led by Jacquie at her
home on Tuesday 21st March.

EVE BOOY

sector South of St. Quentin two days before the attack. It had barely settled down 
before, on the afternoon of the 10th, the warning “Prepare for attack” came round. 
A raid on the front of the neighbouring Corps had revealed the fact that the enemy 
were massing near St. Quentin and must be on the point of attacking.

A night of anticipation was followed at 4.30 next morning by the outburst of the 
heaviest bombardment the 7th had ever experienced. At that hour it was still 
dark, but as dawn came nearer it became evident that the morning was going to 
be shrouded in the thickest of mists, under cover of which the enemy would be 
able to approach undetected to within 30 or so yards. The mist was the greater 
disadvantage because it presented the conditions which the new system of defence 
was least well adapted to meet. [Continuing page not available.]

Herbert was killed in action on 21 March 1918 and is remembered on the Pozières 
Memorial, Somme. 

Jean writes in her note to me: 

The museum of the Royal West Kent Regiment at Maidstone has helped me a lot 
in my research. I enclose here some of my correspondence with them and the full 
description of the fighting on 21st March - it makes very sombre reading.

The one tiny piece of good news is that the Germans were amazed by the wonderful 
British food supplies they captured. At least young Herbert was not hungry when he 
was killed - little consolation though.
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We Record …
Funerals at Kingsdown Crematorium

16 January 2018 Olive Mary Richardson (98)

18 January 2018 Michael Edward Breeds (81)

19 January 2018  Violet Agnes Hemmings (88) 
and afterwards at St Mary’s Church

Funeral at St Mary’s Church

9 February 2018 Peter Martin Phillips (75) 
and afterwards at Kingsdown Crematorium

In Memoriam:

4 March 1918 Captain Arthur Anthony Brown, 271st Brigade, Royal 
Field Artillery, died of a heart attack north of Jerusalem. 
Arthur was buried in Ramleh War Cemetery, Palestine, 
and is commemorated in St Mary’s churchyard and in the 
Remembrance Book in St Mary’s Church.

21 March 1918 Albert Job Lewis, 2nd Battalion Wiltshire Regiment, killed in 
action on the Somme, aged 29. No known grave, but Albert 
is remembered on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, and in the 
Memorial Book at St Mary’s Church.

27 March 1918 Walter Hunt, 2nd Royal Marine Battalion, Royal Marine Light 
Infantry, killed in action near Arras, France. No known grave 
but his name is recorded on the Arras Memorial, France.

Purton Profferings
• Office desk chair with arms: free to good home 770818.

Cricklade Country Market
Unfortunately the March Market will need to be cancelled.

We apologise for this but look forward to welcoming you 
on April 27th.

All our produce is locally handmade, home cooked or home grown. Come and find 
delicious pies and cakes, scones and cookies, jams and pickles and all manner of 
original gifts and plants. Pop along for a delicious afternoon tea or come in for after 
school refreshments too!

Future MARKET DATES: April 27th and May 25th 

Please call Nikki on 01793 751845 to place an order or for further information 
about the market.
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Purton PlacardPurton Placard
PURTON AGE CONCERN

Annual Auction 
Saturday 3 March 

At 1pm in the Village Hall 
Come along and join in the bidding!

Easter Market 
Saturday 31 March, from 9am-12noon 

outside Pavenhill shops. 
Lots of bargains, cakes, sausage tasting & raffle

Mystery Tour with pub lunch 
Wednesday 4 April, coach leaves at 10am 

Come and join us for the first tour of 2018!

3Bs Evening 
Friday 6 April, 7.30pm at Silver Threads Hall 

Cost £7 and includes a hot supper. For tickets 
please contact Jenny Barnes on 770339.

PURTON SILVER THREADS

Easter Coffee Morning 
Saturday 24 March 

10am-12noon

at Silver Threads Hall

RWB 
CHORAL 

SOCIETY 

Spring concert 
Saturday 21 April, 7.30pm 
at Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church, RWB. String 
orchestra, keyboard, The 

Corsham Singers and 
soloists. Free admission

PURTON SURGERY PATIENT 
PARTICIPATION GROUP

Talk on Breast Cancer Thursday 1 March, 7.30-9pm
Speaker: Dr Anushka Chaudhry Consultant Oncoplastic Breast Surgeon at Great Western Hospital

Although this is a free event, tickets are required due to limited seating and are available from Purton Surgery, 
tel: 770207.

Purton Litter Pick 
Saturday 10 March 

Meet at the Royal George at 12 noon
For more information contact John: 

07971 825785 or 
email ljjohn9000@gmail.com

KNIT-A-SQUARE

Coffee Morning 
Saturday 17 March, 10am-12noon 

at Silver Threads Hall 

Homemade cakes, tombola, 

raffle, bric-a-brac, books & more. 

Admission £1 includes tea, 

coffee and biscuits
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Groups are invited to submit forthcoming events in, for, and on behalf of the 
community Email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

Haiti: Hurricanes and Hope 

Together we are stronger than the storms  

Please come along to hear Katrine Musgrave 

(Christian Aid Rep for Wiltshire) talk about how 

your donations can build houses that weather the 

storms in Haiti, and Nick Guttmann, Head of        

Humanitarian Division,    

Christian Aid – discussing 

disaster relief and mitigation 

in Haiti and beyond. 

Thurs 8 March 
7.30pm   
Methodist Church,      
Purton, SN5 4DP. 

An evening of information 

and inspiration with guest 

speaker Nick Guttmann 

Doors open 7pm for tea, 

coffee & cake. 

All welcome.  
For more info email kmus-

grave@christian-aid.org or 

call the Thornbury Office on 

01454 415 923. 

Haiti has been hit by hurricane after hurricane. Many Haitians now live in unsafe 

homes 

Christian Aid is a registered charity no. 1105851 Company no. 5171525 The Christian Aid 

name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid 
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Have you read a book that you will always 
remember, either recently or many years ago, 
serious or funny, fact or fiction? Each month we 
are publishing a review of a book that has meant 
a lot to a particular reader, especially the reason 
why it was so memorable. Purton Magazine 
readers are encouraged to send in a personal 
review of their favourite book; it need not be very 

long; 450-500 words. As usual, the copy deadline is the 10th of the preceding month and 
our contact details are on Page 4.

A Book I will Always Remember: 
A Lucky Child by Thomas Buergenthal
I would like to amend the title of this piece slightly to “A book I hope always to 
remember”, given my somewhat suspect memory! In June last year I went on a 
singing trip to Krakow with my wife. If you have never been there I can highly 
recommend it, as it escaped being bombed by the Germans during the war as they 
wanted to use it as their capital, and the allies largely spared it too. As a result its old 
town is intact and original, with a large central square containing the cloth hall, city 
hall tower and St Mary’s cathedral, a rambling castle on a hill beside the Vistula River, 
the barbican, a historic Jewish quarter and Schindler’s factory to see. 

One of the “must see” places to be visited when in Krakow is the nearby 
concentration camp of Auschwitz; although we didn’t exactly look forward to this, 
we felt that we could not simply ignore its existence and the horrendous part it 
had played in the second world war. We went on a guided tour of both Auschwitz 
and the much bigger Birkenau camp three kilometres down the road. This was a 
sobering, sombre occasion, and the exhibits of personal effects and human hair of 
the 1.1 million people, mostly Jews, who were murdered in the gas chambers there, 
together with photos and statistics on the walls inside the barracks, were profoundly 
moving. In fact Auschwitz was almost the acceptable face of concentration camps, 
in that it was originally built as a barracks and on the surface looks like any other 
army establishment. It was in Birkenau that murder on an industrial scale took place, 
and two sights there particularly stuck in my mind: the remains of the enormous gas 
ovens which the Nazis had attempted to destroy before evacuating the camp, and 
the death barracks where female prisoners were sent to await a summons to the 
gas chambers, often for several days, without food or water.

As with every other tourist venue, there was a well stocked gift shop at Auschwitz, 
and almost at random I bought “A Lucky Child” by Thomas Buergenthal there. It 
turned out to be an inspired choice. Buergenthal was sent to Auschwitz in 1944 
when he was ten years old with his parents. He was at once separated from his 
mother, but managed to stay with his father until they were separated in one of 

A Book I will Always Remember
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the notorious “selection processes”. This was the macabre lottery by which new 
arrivals were selected, seemingly at random, for work duties, with those not chosen 
being sent straight to the gas chambers. He was transferred to the hospital barracks 
when he was exposed to an inmate with scabies, but was not infected, and was then 
moved to the children’s barracks. He was forced to undertake a ten-day trip in open 
train wagons and by foot in freezing mid-winter when Auschwitz was evacuated 
near the end of the war, to Sachsenhausen concentration camp in Germany, during 
which two of his toes got so badly frostbitten that they had to be amputated (with 
only ether as an anaesthetic). He was in Sachsenhausen when it was liberated by 
the Russians, and became the “mascot” of a Polish army garrison, who took him 
to Berlin. He was eventually reunited with his mother some 18 months after the 
end of the war, but his father sadly died of pneumonia in Buchenwald. Buergenthal 
emigrated to the USA and has had an outstanding career as an international human 
rights lawyer.

Buergenthal recounts his experiences in a calm, matter-of-fact manner, with only the 
occasional passionate outburst to remind us that this is not a bedtime story. One 
of these is when speculating on why, in January 1945, when Germany was fighting 
for its survival, the Nazi regime thought it worthwhile to use its rapidly dwindling 
resources – rail facilities, fuel and troops – to move half-starved and dying prisoners 
from Poland to Germany. He writes “Was it to keep us from falling into the hands 
of the Allies, or to maintain Germany’s supply of slave labour? The insanity of it all 
is hard to fathom, unless one thinks of it as a game concocted by the inmates of an 
asylum for the criminally insane.” 

He readily acknowledges that good luck played a large part in his survival, and he 
also received help from certain individuals in both Auschitz and Sachsenhausen, 
no doubt due to his youth and obvious courage and resourcefulness, for example 
in amending his records so that he was not selected for the gas chambers. It is 
nevertheless a shock to read that he felt lucky to have been sent to Auschwitz; 
he explains this rather bizarre statement by saying that as he and his parents had 
already been assigned to work units in Poland before going to Auschwitz, they 
had already proved themselves capable of hard work and thus avoided the deadly 
selection process on arrival at the camp which most other inmates were exposed 
to. He writes “Of course, what helped me was that I had a relatively long period 
of survival training…It was luck again that I had a gradual immersion into hell.” He 
goes on to say “Nevertheless my camp experience has certainly shaped my later 
professional life……Over time, I concluded that I had an obligation to devote my 
professional activities to the international protection of human rights”, at which it is 
clear from his own modest account that he has been very successful.

I commend this book to all with more than a passing interest in the human condition 
as it demonstrates, amongst many other things, the strength of the survival instinct 
in all of us - and it is very readable.

Tim Lewis
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The other side of the gate 
As I begin to write the first instalment of our monthly update, the snow is blowing 
in on a bitter North wind and I’m glad to be watching it through the office window 
although I know that soon I shall have to brave it to feed Hollie, Bones, Jersey Girl 
and Little Pinky, our one year old heifers.

So, what’s it all about? What are we going to be sharing with you? To start with, a 
little bit about our history in Purton and then, a monthly insight into our daily lives 
at Quarry Farm, the reason we have started ‘Dora’s Dairy’ and of course, most 
importantly, the value of milk as a food source.

The Cook family started farming at Parkgate Farm, Pavenhill at the end of the 18C 
with my great grandmother, Sarah, and her husband, ‘Gaffer Gleed’. 

My grandfather Stanley, born in 1905 (died 2000), continued to work the farm, 
milking 12 cows until 1953 when he, my grandmother, their 4 children and the cows 
moved to a much drier part of the village: Quarry Farm, at the end of The Hyde.

Soon after leaving Commonweal School at the age of 15, my father, John, took over 
the running of the farm. He very quickly recognised a need to invest and modernise; 
he wanted to increase the size of the herd, but that would be impossible if they 
were still milking by hand. He installed a very modern, second hand, mobile milking 
bail, much to my grandfather’s disgust - he didn’t think milking machines would ever 
catch on! We still use the same parlour today, which equates to over 39,400 milkings 
and 1,577,000 cows milked through the parlour!

The herd slowly increased as he bought in surplus heifers from other farms and 
in 1967 he installed a very modern cow kennel type building for the cows to 
overwinter in. 

After many years of working on the farm alongside my father, I took over the running 
of Quarry Farm after he became ill in 2011 and sadly passed away in 2012.

Today, the farm is run in partnership with my mother Sue, and partner Sarah. We 
now have 50 dairy cows who graze for 8 months of the year (weather permitting!) 
on the 80 acres at Quarry Farm. The cows are a friendly bunch with their own 
characters and names, some mischievous and some gentle, but all happy, loved and 
well cared for and I’ll be keeping you up to date with their various antics.

For many years I have wanted to be able to share the benefits of raw milk that my 
sisters and I enjoyed and grew up on - we were rarely ill. My sister Lucy never had a 
day off through sickness whilst studying at St Mary’s and Bradon Forest!

2016 saw the birth of the farm’s first replacement heifer, Dora, which is also Sarah’s 
middle name, and so it made sense to name the company after her. Her cheeky face 
is also the company logo! 

In May 2017, after a lot of paperwork and milk tests by the Food Standards Agency 
and Environmental Health Officer, we started selling some of our milk directly from 
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the farm gate. Raw milk is what Sarah and I are most passionate about. The health 
benefits of raw milk are plentiful and in some cases remarkable. Every month we 
will look in detail at a different health issue that drinking raw milk can help and/
or alleviate; these will include ADHD, arthritis, asthma, blood pressure, dementia, 
diabetes, eczema, IBS and osteoporosis.

Jonathan Cook

Purton Evening W.I.
Our meeting in January was really interesting. We invited John 
Holland from Purton to talk about his early Life. John gave a very 
interesting and enthusiastic account of his life, living and growing up in a commune 
in Paraguay. It is clear that he still has a great love for the country and still visits 
regularly. John explained that the German speaking ‘Brotherhood’ started when they 
lived in the foothills of Switzerland. However, due to the unrest in Europe, in 1935 
they moved to Holland and then to England, settling near Ashton Keynes to set up 
the Cotswold Community. Due to the pending internment rules during the war, the 
family of mum, dad and 6 children, together with other members of the community 
decided to leave for Paraguay as opposed to internment on the Isle of Man.

Paraguay turned out to be hot, (but with regular rain showers), very hard work 
for everyone, but also an ideal place to live. The commune had 20,000 hectares 
and was very self-sufficient. Wood working, engineering, medicine, laundry, cooking, 
tanning and farming were some of the skills they perfected, so that the 1000 strong 
community could work and thrive.

John and his family stayed in Paraguay for 10 years before returning the UK. He has 
very fond memories of the people he grew up with in Paraguay, and now has friends 
all over the world.

This talk was very well received, and we thanked John for speaking to us. After 
coffee and the evening’s business was completed, we organised a quiz; all about the 
news and events of 2017. Some of the questions were fairly easy – but everyone 
seemed to have forgotten that we had a General Election only last June!

Looking forward to our next meeting, which will be our AGM on Wednesday 21st 
March. A new committee will be formed and new plans made for the coming year. As 
we speak the current committee are working on a new and varied programme for 
2018 which hopefully will appeal to everyone. We would love to see new members 
at Purton Evening WI, or if you would just like to come along as a visitor, you would 
be most welcome.

For more information call Barbara 01793 770818 or Janet 01793 772146 
we will be pleased to hear from you.
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Church Floodlighting
Feb 17 St Mary’s was floodlit in memory of Mary Mills on her 

birthday. Always loved and remembered by Karen, Garry, 
Amy, Jay, Martin, Harry and Lydia

Feb 18 The Church was floodlit in memory of three members of our family 
who all sadly died on the same date, February 17th, but in different 
years: Pete Osborne, Sheila Osborne and Nan Lil Vincent.

Feb 22 St Mary’s was floodlit in memory of the passing of Ray Suddaby. 
Loved always by his wife Pat

Mar 5 St Mary’s will be floodlit in memory of my darling partner Jeffrey 
Waite on the 6th anniversary of his death. He was very much loved 
and is missed by Iris, Roslyn, Lesley and family and also Jeff ’s family, Ann, 
Julia, Robert, Helen and Annette.

Mar 19 In memory of Robert Hedley Totterdell; loved and so sadly missed 
by Jean, Mark, Rebecca and Simon.

Mar 29 Dom, the years have passed but our love for you will never fade. Love 
from Mum, Dad and Leah.

If you would like the Church floodlit for a special date, occasion, or memorial, please 
contact Libbie on 771018. The cost is £20 for one evening and it would be helpful if 
the date is booked at least a month before the chosen night. A short announcement 
can also be published in this magazine at no extra cost.

Purton Horticultural Show
At our last meeting the Committee decided to change the name of the show. We 
had recently uncovered an existing schedule from 20th August 1960 for The Annual 
Flower Show. This made for interesting reading and we have taken some ideas from 
1960 to be included in our 2018 Schedule. However, we thought Budgerigars and 
Calves was probably not a good idea, due to lack of space!

So to make our publicity self- explanatory, we will become: Purton Annual Flower 
Show Arts Craft Produce

We will again highlight each section of the schedule in the coming months. As March 
is generally the time when we start planting seeds, we have a new class in the Flower 
Section for Sweet Peas. These can be grown in very little space or even tubs, so 
would be suitable for the beginner. So why not think about taking part this year.

The closing date for entry into this year’s Potato Challenge is the 28th February, and 
this has been kindly sponsored by Purton Farm Shop. Still not entered? then get in 
touch, we may still have space. For any further information please contact me.

Lorna Robinson-Wardle, Secretary. Tel: 01793 778013 or 3rwardles@gmail.com
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New Year News From The Cricklade Band
The festive season of 2017 becomes a memory as the daffodils appear, and as ever 
we were out and about in Cricklade and all the surrounding villages on 18 occasions 
from the beginning of December. We were invited back to the prestigious Westonbirt 
Arboretum’s ‘Enchanted Christmas’ display, playing for about 4000 people during 
the evening! Our ‘Christmas Present’ show sold out in advance too! We sincerely 
thank everyone for their donations for our festive carol-playing: thank you to the 
increasing numbers of people coming to the doorsteps; families in matching onesies; 
those singing along and tagging along with us; applauding, even whistling; and taking 
pictures – you’re all very welcome!

We fund the considerable annual costs of our rehearsal and storage facilities from 
the money we raise. It’s been ‘wassailing’ along like that all the way from 1887 when 
the band was first formed at the Three Horseshoes in Cricklade High Street.

The Performance Band events list for the year has filled up quicker than ever and 
sees us returning to Bath, Chippenham, Weston-super-Mare and Swindon bandstands 
and Westonbirt too. We always like to try pastures new and Stratford-upon-Avon 
and Henley- on-Thames are looking at dates for us. Our participation in many local 
community events also make welcome repeat listings.

If you’re a bit jaded and looking to join a band that makes its own conventions then 
have a look at Facebook, get in touch and look forward, not back! 

BandAcademy continues enthusiastically with our student youngsters and not-so-
youngsters taking part in several community events of their own and also joining 
the Performance Band in concerts. If you would like to learn to play an instrument, 
it’s time to sweep away the obstacles and just do it, regardless of age or anything 
else! Just find out the contact details from Facebook, or call in at the Town Hall on 
a Thursday and say hello.

If you’d like to be involved with all that the band does we’re specially looking for 
some new recruits to our Crew. They’re the valuable people who do all sorts except 
play an instrument. Again, just drop in and have a cuppa and a chat.

Thanks for reading our news, just a couple of diary dates to finish:

Sunday 18 March - Mad March Hare Spring Show – at the Town Hall, Cricklade at 
7.30pm. A concert of new season music you’ll know and love, also with the up-and-
coming musicians of BandAcademy doing their bit too. Watch for the posters and 
Facebook details - tickets are just £5, available from Cricklade’s Council Office or 
McFarlane Sales & Lettings in the High Street.

Saturday 14 April - Spring Table-Top Sale, at the Town Hall, Cricklade, 11am to 1pm. 
If you’re a Table-Top seller, get in quick and call 01793 750516 to book your table, at 
just £6. Setting-up is from 10am. If you’re a Table-Top browser, who knows what you 
might find? The band itself will have our famous eat-in or takeaway home-made cake 
array, tea, coffee, games of chance and a raffle or two. See you there!
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Ten Years Ago...
In the March 2008 edition of Purton Magazine and with the kind permission of 
the Esher Newsletter, we included the following Prayer for the Stressed written 
by Phyllis Riley. She was a truly remarkable woman who wrote it when she was 99 
years old and yes, she did live to be 100, celebrating with a “massive and fantastic” 
birthday party, shortly after which she died.

Prayer for the Stressed

Grant me the serenity to accept the things that I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I cannot accept and the wisdom to hide the 

bodies of those I had to kill today because they got on my nerves.  
And also help me to be more careful of the toes I step on today as they may be 

connected to the feet I have to kiss tomorrow.

Help me to give 100% at work (12% on Monday, 23% on Tuesday, 40% on 
Wednesday, 20% on Thursday and 5% on Friday).  

And help me to remember, when having a bad day and it seems that people are 
trying to wind me up, it takes 42 muscles to frown, 28 to smile and only 4 to 

extend my arm and smack someone in the gob.

Phyllis Riley

Also showing just how much times have changed even in only 10 years, there was 
an article about the wine tasting evening in aid of St. Mary’s church where our 
contributor wondered if the only thing missing from an excellent meal were the 
mini skirts for the waitresses. Blushes will be saved by not revealing any names but 
perhaps the editorial team will need to be a little more vigilant these days.

Finally, we also reported 10 years ago that an incurable old romantic (in another 
village) bought his wife a Valentine’s Day present of a new bag and matching belt. He 
knew that the Hoover needed fixing!

Knit-A-Square (KAS) & Mama Ntombi’s 
Community Projects (MNCP)
Just a quick reminder that our annual fundraising 
Coffee Morning is on Saturday 17th March in the Silver 
Threads Hall from 10am-12pm. There will be bric-a-
brac, books, cakes, tombola and raffle along with lots 
of new photos of the children wearing items we have 
made and sent over to South Africa. Admission will 
be £1 and includes tea/coffee/biscuits. Hope to see you there. Donations of cakes, 
bric-a-brac and raffle prizes will be gratefully received. Thank you
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Purton Under 5s’ Community 
Playgroup lives on in South Africa!
Mama Ntombi’s Community Project was 
delighted to receive the spare uniforms from 
Purton Under 5s’ to use as their uniform 
for this year. Knit-a-Square, run by Louise 
Tidman in Purton, sent the clothing over 

in her last 
s h i p m e n t 
of knitted 
squares, hats, jumpers and toys to help the 
orphaned and deprived children. Fundraising events 
are held regularly to cover the cost of these 
shipments, the next coffee morning is on 17 March 
in the Silver Threads Hall. Without the generous 
donations from its supporters, we couldn’t help this 
amazing project. 

Sarah Entwhistle

Purton Football Club
Since December the club have been starved of games due to all the recent poor 
weather having home and away games being postponed because of the miserable 
conditions.

Currently the side lie in mid-table of the Wilts Senior League but have quite a few 
games hand over sides above and below them. The only game the club have played 
was a 1-0 away win at Malmesbury Victoria ‘Dev’ when a goal by Christopher Avery 
gave us the three points.

Joint Managers, Neil Lee and Liam Lewis have been keeping the players in touch with 
their weekly training sessions, this does not make up for not playing but keeps the 
players fitness levels up which will help whenever they get to playing again.

All the cancellations will mean that there are likely to be quite a few mid-week 
games at home and away later in the season when the lighter lights come in.

Thank you to all those who have supported the team so far this season, hopefully 
you will be able to see some games over the following months!!

Alan Eastwood, President/Hon sec

At the coffee morning I will be collecting any jumpers that have been made for the 
MNCP children as I hope to send them off at the end of March. Thank you for your 
continuing support. 

Louise Tidman, Tel: 772558
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Purton and District Probus Club
On Tuesday 9th Jan. Peter Berry, from Gloucester related an epic ten-day 
journey that he and nine other train spotters (Railway enthusiasts and 
keen amateur photographers), had taken on a private train up the Khyber Pass in early 
2005 at a cost of over £3000 each. The adventure was triggered by an image of Michael 
Palin on the Khyber Railway during his Himalayan documentaries of 2004.

The opening shot was of the 1st Class Ladies waiting room at Islamabad of the British 
Indian Railways, now somewhat stripped out and dilapidated, but definitely still echoing 
of the Raj. Today the Engines carry the emblem of the Pakistan Railways. Other photos 
showed typical gantries carrying the semaphore signalling system and signal boxes which 
are no-longer seen in Britain. The line was built with a broad gauge of 5ft 6”, being safer 
for this terrain and is single track, doubled only at passing points. In Pakistan Health and 
Safety is unheard of. The line is unfenced. Passengers can ride wherever they choose 
and Peter even got to drive the train. Some of the pictures showed local youngsters 
playing football and cricket across the railway line, it being the only flat area for sport. 
At a halt called Khavaban Kunch a prominent black arrow pointed towards Mecca 
and Peter assured us that everywhere such arrows similarly point to Mecca. The train 
moved slowly without stopping for this is bandit country, beyond government control. 
It crossed the wide Indus at Attock and arrived at Peshawar, the regional capital on the 
ancient Silk Route, to prepare for the climb up the Khyber. The party were booked in 
at the four-star Pearl Continental hotel, which boasted footmen in rich brocade and 
turbans with high fanned cockades. We saw pictures of the bazaar, the merchants and 
peasantry in the traditional dress of the Northwest Frontier. In front of the impressive 
military fort, a father and son were selling cooling drinks made from sugar cane. A tall, 
brightly uniformed soldier approached Peter, who thought he might be in trouble, but 
the soldier only wanted to be photographed.

In the engine sheds at Peshawar the Train Spotters were invited to select the two 
carriages for the train. The standard arrangement is two engines at the front and one 
at the rear to ensure no loss of traction or breakdown. Three uniformed soldiers with 
Khyber AK47’s would accompany the group primarily to guard the Railway’s equipment. 
At the border with the Khyber, where foreigners are warned that they cannot cross 
without a Government Permit, there was a massive Afghan Refugee Camp holding tens 
of thousands. The toilet arrangements, we were told, ranged along the edge of a half-
mile cliff face, and nearby the active business of a coffin-maker displayed his wares. At 
Jamrud Fort the group were met by a local dignitary, a Tribal Elder in a military uniform 
who had been to Mecca and sported an orange beard. He spoke impeccable English, 
showed great interest in their expedition and toasted The Queen with a cup of tea.

The line from now on, in 30 miles, went up 2000 feet with six, often curved tunnels, tight 
corners and many zig-zag arrangements and reversing stations with buffers and points. 
The engine driver, on a number of occasions, co-operated with the photographers 
by backing down and then driving forward making smoke. Pakistan has no natural 
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coal. Hence the engines are diesel engines, but the choke could be used to create 
the smoke. The highest point on the line (1072 metres) is at Landi Kotal, and here we 
saw lots of colourful images, tremendous views of the mountains, a crowded city of 
250,000 people with a six lane highway full of mopeds, tuk tuks and lorries excessively 
decorated and built high for extra capacity. Surprisingly, a large group of girls, in bright 
red uniforms, emerged from their school to view the train. On the downward journey, 
(Tourists do not stay in the pass overnight), Peter chanced his luck by sitting in front 
of the engine boiler, on a dining chair, in order to get more exciting shots. It was not a 
comfortable journey, and more dangerous than he had imagined. 

Our speaker gave a vivid account of a unique and now, unrepeatable experience; Floods, 
in 2006, damaged the line. The Khyber railway sits in an area of a Tribal Federation 
which has never been totally controlled by the Pakistani Government, and is known to 
be a recruiting area of the Taliban.

At the Probus Meeting of 23rd Jan, Rev Dr John Railton, from Wroughton, gave an 
account of how David Railton, a distant relative and known to his father, had been 
inspired to create the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior. The grave, installed in Westminster 
Abbey on 11th November 1920, has since been visited by the thousands of families and 
relatives who have lost loved ones, in the many conflicts since that time, particularly 
those relatives who were lost, missing in action, without any record of their passing.

David Railton was the son of George Scott Railton, the first commissioner of the 
Salvation Army after William Booth the Founder. David shared his father’s faith and 
concern for the poorest in society. Educated at Keble College Oxford, he gained his 
BA in 1908. After a short time at Bishop’s Hostel in Liverpool he was ordained there 
and took up the curacy of Edge Hill in Liverpool. In 1910, he moved to Ashford, Kent 
and the following year became temporary Chaplain to the Forces. He was curate at 
Folkestone from 1914-20, but was given leave of absence to serve in France. He was 
awarded the Military Cross in 1916 for saving an officer and two men under heavy 
fire. He was appalled at the sufferings and loss of life caused by the war. He recalled an 
incident near Armentieres where he came across a grave with a rough wooden cross 
inscribed “An unknown British soldier, of the Black Watch”. How that grave caused me 
to think!....”Who was he, and who were his folk? Was he just a laddie? There was no 
answer to those questions, nor has there ever been yet. So I wrestled with the thought. 
What can I do to ease the pain of father, mother, brother, sister, sweetheart, wife and 
friend? Quietly and gradually there came out of the mist of thought this answer clear 
and strong, ‘Let this body – this symbol of him – be carried reverently over the sea to 
his native land’. And I was happy.” David resolved to pursue the idea when he found 
the right moment. He wrote to Lord Douglas Haig expressing his idea. He received no 
response, but felt reluctant to let it rest.

In August 1920 he wrote to Bishop Ryle, the Dean of Westminster, about the possibility 
of giving an unidentified soldier a national burial service in Westminster Abbey. Ryle 
took up the idea and his enthusiasm, together with that of Lloyd George, won over the 
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Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers
It’s the time of year when those who joined units after Christmas are 
making or renewing their promise and it’s a good opportunity for all 
members to consider the meaning of the promise they have made. 

2nd Purton Rainbows held a promise ceremony for Poppy and Paris and welcomed Sophie 
and Beth to the unit. 2nd Purton Brownies had a busy promise evening for Ava, Evie, Lilly, 
Lyla and Yvie when four Brownies completed the Hostess badge and two more completed 
the Entertainer badge. 

Guides saw Gemma, Megan, Arabella, Charley, Eleanor, Jesenia, Katie, Georgie and Amelie 
renewing their promise, all having been Brownies previously. The Guide unit made pebbles 
from salt dough as part of the promise celebrations, which they stamped with the letters 
of the promise.

On the anniversary of her ascension to the throne 66 years ago 1st Purton Brownies 
thought about how the Queen fits into the promise: “I promise that I will do my best, to 

initially hesitant King George V. A committee, headed by Lord Curzon, arranged for a 
number of bodies to be disinterred from the battlefields of Ypres, the Marne, Cambrai, 
Arras, the Somme and the Aisne, each being examined to ensure it was British, before 
being placed in plain wooden coffins. At midnight, one of these coffins was chosen by 
the General Officer Commanding troops in France & Flanders, to become the official 
‘Unknown Warrior’. The body was placed in a new oak coffin bearing the inscription 
‘A British Warrior who fell in the Great War 1914-1918 for King and Country’. The 
Unknown Warrior was then shipped to England, while the others, later, were reinterred 
at the Menin Gate. On Thursday 11th November 1920, the coffin was carried by Gun 
Carriage from Victoria Station, for the ceremony to unveil the Cenotaph in Whitehall 
at precisely 11.00 am. The Union Flag covering the coffin of the Unknown Warrior was 
the one used by David throughout the war, both as an altar cloth for services on the 
battlefield and as a shroud for the burial of soldiers killed in action. After the ceremony 
at the cenotaph the King laid a wreath on the coffin and walked in procession behind 
the carriage to Westminster Abbey. The Unknown Warrior was lowered into a vault, 
at the west end of the nave and covered with soil from France. The marble cover 
stone came from Belgium. A year later, David carried his Union Flag to the altar in 
Westminster Abbey, where it was dedicated and then set up over the tomb. The flag 
hung there for 32 years until 1953, when it was moved to St Georges Chapel, nearby, 
for better preservation. Of our allies in WW1, many have followed the British example: 
France, the U.S., Canada, Australia and New Zealand all have Tombs dedicated to an 
Unknown Warrior. Reverend Railton delivered a very interesting talk. 

The Probus Club meets every 2nd and and 4th Tuesday of the Month at 10am in the 
Red House lounge. Programme for March: 13th Wings over Windermere, 27th Wildlife 
Friendly Farming.

Bob Stevens
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serve the Queen and my community”. They learnt about the Commonwealth and its values, 
deciding that serving the Queen didn’t mean taking her tea and cake but instead being good 
citizens and upholding the Commonwealth values. These include that whilst we all have 
different faiths and beliefs we should work and live together with respect. The Brownies 
acted out scenarios of how they could put this into practice.

2nd Purton Rainbows have started work on the Whatever the Weather challenge badge 
this term. So far they have had a snowball fight and navigated their way through fog. 2nd 
Purton Brownies are more likely to be thinking about weather and climates around the 
globe as they have started on the World Traveller badge. They have made passports and 
postcards which they wrote on about the pictures they had chosen. More of their travels 
next month!

The Rangers also went global when they celebrated Chinese New Year by making origami 
fortune cookies and writing fortunes for each other. There was fun to be had with various 
chopstick challenges too: the most jelly eaten, the most smarties sorted in 60 seconds and 
the most jelly beans eaten blindfolded.

Activities involving food are always popular so the Guides enjoyed making batter and then 
cooking mini pancakes in foil cases over tea lights. They also enjoy getting out and about 
and a treasure hunt identifying places around the Village Centre and locating puzzle pieces 
ticked that box.

The RSPB was the beneficiary from a fundraising evening held by 1st Purton Brownies as 
part of the Rustle, Bustle & Squeak challenge. A big thank you goes to all those friends and 
family members who supported the event which raised £109.71. The evening included bird 
themed quizzes, making bird bookmarks, information on The Big Garden Birdwatch and 
making milk bottle bird feeders. Some of the Brownies then delivered those bird feeders 
to the Prospect Hospice and hung them up in the gardens there as the patients take great 
pleasure in seeing the birds.

The two Brownie units held a sleepover at our County Guiding Centre near Chippenham 
in February themed around a challenge badge called ‘I’m a Survivor – Guide Me Out Of 
Here!’ The 29 Brownies worked in teams to escape shark infested waters, built mini rafts, 
made turtles, snakes and trumpeting elephants, made ‘worms in the dirt’ for pudding, 
did some tracking, compass point challenges and put their hands into some ‘interesting’ 
substances to retrieve stars without being able to see what they were feeling. And they also 
slept rather well which the leaders are taking as a promising sign for Brownie Holiday later 
this year!

1st Purton Rainbows had a delayed start to 2018 due to leader holidays so at the time of 
writing they’ve only just started back, welcoming some new members with a smartie getting 
to know you challenge. The two Rainbow units in the village could both really make use of 
an extra adult pair of hands. If you could spare an hour on either a Tuesday or a Wednesday 
(late afternoon) we’d love to hear from you. Contact District Commissioner Rachel Mead 
by phone on 07729 462054 or by email: braydondc@wncounty.org.uk. You can also register 
interest in joining (girls or volunteers) at www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/.


