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This month, in addition to our regular tales from the dairy farm ‘The
other side of the gate’, we have an article written by Michael Woodward,
whose flock of Lleyn Sheep live at Rogers Farm, Station Road.
Find out what’s hiding ‘Beneath the wool’ on page 49.

50p

Purton Contacts
Wiltshire Councillor
Doctor
Dental Surgery

Jacqui Lay
770704
Purton Surgery
770207
Church Street
770532
Philip Cooke
771022
Junior Church
Mary Hodges
770505
Library
Librarians
770870
(Mondays 2-5pm;Tuesdays 2-7pm;Wednesdays 10am-5pm; Fridays 2-5pm)
Luncheon Club
Pat Suddaby
771331
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12 noon, Silver Threads Hall)
Museum
Curator: Beth Farnham, bethaney23@icloud.com
Police/Fire/Ambulance
Emergencies
999
Police
Non-emergency
101
Age Concern Minibus
Hazel Woodbridge 770862
Purton Parish Council
Deborah Lawrence 771066
Purton Silver Threads
Brenda Cook
770431
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon,Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery
Purton Vets
771869
Health & Wellbeing Champion
Ellen Blacker
07557 922020
Pips Community Café
Duty volunteers
07498 526872
(Tuesday-Friday 9am-4.30pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm) www.facebook.com/purtoncommunitycafe/
Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School
Secretary
770570
Pear Drops at Playclose
Sarah Grigg
950159
Pear Drops Pre-School
Sarah Grigg
978536
(formerly Under 5s’)
St Mary’s Primary School
Secretary
770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith
email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk
Tel: 770077, 773031 (emergencies only)
Curate: Revd Judith Wells
email: judithwells36@googlemail.com
Tel: 770627
Wardens
Sandra Horsnall:
Jane Smith:
770157
772422
Administrator: Rosie Harris
administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages in the
centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister: Revd David Perkins
Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 8LT
Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Priest: Revd Father Lucas Rodrigues Tel: 852366
Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon,Tues,Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest: Father Michael Robertson Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church
Services: Holy Days 7.00pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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From the Editors

The February snow really did show Purton in a wonderful light. Not only did
the fields and footpaths offer wonderful vistas of Wiltshire in winter but, as the
noise of the traffic gave way to the excited shouts of children sledging, building
snowmen and throwing snowballs, people came out of their houses to chat, to
check on elderly neighbours and even to offer cake to parents battling the cold
whilst supervising their children at play.
We’re told that people are living increasingly isolated lives, disconnected from
people and places. It’s hard to deny that our homes are more entertaining places
than they were just 30 years ago, but the way Purton people reacted to the sudden
snow fall, and the very magazine you’re reading now, testify to a world in which
networks are not just virtual and electronic but real, and human.
As you’ll read in this month’s issue, that real community of real people brings us
all myriad benefits: what fortune we have to live in a community where people
care enough about the fate of a local shop to form an action group to ensure that
the village’s voice is heard and all are kept up-to-date, see page 20; where, even
as people are tightening their belts after Christmas, Age Concern can raise over
£830 at their Burns Night celebration, see page 21; where Purton always comes up
trumps (page 45) and where war is commemorated not by triumphalism, but by
sports fields, a play area and a social club; where volunteers will gather to ensure
that the sacrifice of those who secured the peace we now enjoy will always be
remembered, see page 28.
But being in a community also requires us to live generously and to be looking for
opportunities to offer help and support. On page 36 you can read all about the
urgent need for volunteers to help at Luncheon Club. If sport is your interest, turn
to page 50 to see how you can support Purton Cricket Club.
Don’t forget how important your custom is to our local businesses. On page 49,
Michael Woodward introduces us to his flock of Lleyn ewes. You can pick up some
of his lamb when you pop to Dora’s Dairy for your milk. Why not call in at The
Angel to welcome new landlords Darren and Bianca on the way home? Now that’s
what I call shopping!

35о

The temperature bees
keep their hive during the
winter – see page 46

êêêêê
Awarded to Pips
Community Café in their
recent food hygiene
inspection – see page 55
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4 people

Needed to volunteer
their service at Purton &
District Luncheon Club
– see page 36

Purton Parish Council News

Donations - Working with the community
Purton Parish Council is permitted under Section 137 (1) of the Local
Government Act 1972 to provide donations to groups and causes for
new projects within Purton and the surrounding areas, that will be
of benefit to all or part of the community (not individuals). This coming financial
year 2019/20 the Council have increased their budget to incorporate a larger fund
for such donations. A form is available from our website, our offices or via email.
For more information please do not hesitate to speak to the Clerk. Donations
are considered twice yearly in February and July. www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
Financial-Details.aspx
Donations made during 2018/19
•
Swindon Dial a Ride £500
•
Purton Toddler Group £350
•
Wiltshire Fun in the Sun £275
•
Purton Cricket Club £200
•
Purton Football Club £128
•
Swindon and Cricklade Railway £500
Projects for 2019/20
Purton Parish Council has set the following projects for the coming financial year.
This list is not exhaustive but incorporates the main projects.
Description
1

2

3

4

Lead councillor/
officer

New office and workshop space
Proposed new office space at the former youth club
Clerk and full
site at Reids Piece to accommodate all staff including
Council
grounds maintenance — design, management and build.
New burial land
Land purchased at Church End, Purton (2018) as
Clerk, Neil Hooper,
proposed burial land. Ongoing work on the transition, Burials Committee
if approved, to new burial land to include planning and
and Council
design.
Verge Project
Clerk, Deputy
Church Street verge alongside Purton War Memorial.
Clerk and full
and Village Centre — working with the school on a
Council
project suitable for a war memorial.
CCTV Project
To install new CCTV system at the Village Hall due to
Clerk
anti-social behaviour.
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Description

Lead councillor/
officer

Dementia Friendly Community
To continue the promotion of wellbeing and awareness
Clerk,
within Purton including businesses, school and
Vicky McKerrow
community facilities to include a Dementia Week in
Purton planned for 2019.
6 New Finger Post sign
The traditional black and white striped finger post
has deteriorated and will not be replaced by Wiltshire
Clerk,
Council. As a village it is important to keep the
Kevin Law
traditional items along with the new, and therefore, a
new wooden sign at Church End/Manor Hill will be
provided at cost by the Parish Council.
7 Venture Park, Dogridge
The Council has agreed to precept for a revamp of
Clerk,
the last play park under their remit at Venture Play,
Deputy Clerk and
Dogridge. Clerk to initiate discussion with Wiltshire
Rec Committee
Council regarding the land and transfer of assets.
8 Highways and Road Safety Management
• Traffic calming/lineage scheme for Widham, Station
Road and High Street.
• Temporary road closure from Hayes Knoll.
Clerk and full
• Pedestrian crossing on Church Street.
Council
• Speed indicator device consideration pending
future CIL investment.
• Co-Op Triangle road layout proposals.
9 Youth Club provision
To continue to provide youth club services within
Clerk and full
Purton and consider a new year group within the
Council
2020-21 budget.
10 Purton Institute and Village Hall
Mechanisation of Institute clock to safeguard users
Clerk
from accessing confined spaces when the building is
not in use.
Community Engagement
As detailed in last month’s magazine, we are now taking questions relating to matters
in Purton and responding on a month by month Q&A section on our website. The
link is below. However, this month’s question and answer is as follows:
5
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Q. What is Purton Parish Council doing about issues of road safety in
Purton?
A. Purton Parish Council has limited powers to act on residents’ requests regarding
Highways management and safety, as this is predominately the responsibility of
Highways management at Wiltshire Council. However, we can aid the process of
some schemes by campaigning for funding and support through the Community
Area Transport Group (CATG). This group works with thirteen town and parish
councils all bidding and requesting support to make changes in their areas regarding
road management and safety. The money comes from Wiltshire Council and the
parish or town council whose scheme is chosen will contribute to the final cost of
whichever scheme is considered high priority within the CATG process.
To date we have several projects being managed with priority being given to: Station
Road/Widham (revised lineage markings to slow traffic); Crosslanes Junction
(consideration of a temporary road closure at Hayes Knoll) and Church Street
(safety crossing for children).
We are also being asked to consider road layout schemes at the Triangle in
partnership with the Co-op.
We have requests and schemes with lower priority pending which include additional
signage and road markings.
The Council will also consider Speed Indicator Devices when funding becomes
available from the proposed Restrop development (no dates or timescales currently
available). www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Community-Engagement.aspx
Purton - A Dementia Friendly Community
We are holding the next two sessions at the Pips Community Café, Station Road
at 11am. A perfect opportunity to show you care by attending the 45 minute
information session and maybe have a cuppa and piece of cake or lunch!
Wednesday 27th February 2019, Thursday 21st March 2019.
Meet your Councilors
A number of Parish Councillors will be available for a chat over a coffee at PIPS
Community Café on Friday 12th July at 2pm. If you have any concerns that are the
remit of the Parish Council then please come and meet the Councillors and use the
amazing community facilities on offer at the Café.
Purton Youth Club for School Years 4-7
Don’t forget to bring your young children along to the Youth Club held on a
Wednesday in the Village Hall from 6.15pm to 7.45pm for Purton resident children
only.
For more details please contact the Youth Leader Jude Deaman. Telephone: 01242
224509; Mobile: 07787 821798 Website: www.communitymas.co.uk. A Facebook
page has also been set up under Purton Youth Club.
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Councillors 2018-19
Chairman of Council/Charities		
Ray Thomas		
01793 951520
Finance & General Purposes
Vice Chair Of Council/Chair Of Burials Neil Hooper		
01793 771066
Councillor				Helen Hicks		01793 778207
Councillor 				
Geoff Greenaway
01793 771140
Councillor				Kevin Law		07768 456989
Councillor				Sue Matthews		01793 771091
Chair Of Play Areas			
Vicky Mckerrow		
01793 778190
Councillor				Julie Ann Hurwood
01793 771066
Chair Of Staff Sub			
Paul Grigg 		
01793 771066
Councillor				Sue Relfe		01793 771066
Councillor				Elizabeth Wilson		01793 771854
Councillor 				Emily Seabrook		01793 771066
Councillor				Grant Seabrook		01793 771066
Councillor 				Jim Reid			01793 771066
March Meetings
Commencing at 7pm in the Village hall – members of the public welcome to attend.
Council meeting						Monday 11 March 2019
Purton Institute and Village Centre Charity meeting
Monday 25 March 2019
Memory Stones
We now have three memorial tribute stones in place at the front entrance to the
cemetery. If you are interested in a memorial stone to honour a loved one who was
a resident in Purton at time of death, please contact the Clerk on 771066 or email
deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Planning – approved with conditions
18/10844/FUL
White Lodge Farm. Braydon Extension to steel framed pig
buildings.
18/04611/FUL
Land at Blackfords, Greenhill Use of site as a commercial livery
yard to include private hire and tuition, breeding of horses
and public competitions. Demolition of existing stables and
construction of new stables. A riding arena and a dutch barn.
Erect a temporary mobile home, provide new accesses and
associated works.
Appeals
18/09885/PNCOU No
Parish Farm, Bradyon - appeal against refusal to change of use of agricultural building
to dwelling house (class C3) and for associated operational development.
Charities
A complete review of the Village Hall and Institute Charity is currently getting
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underway, with an initial survey being available online and as a hard copy. This has
raised a question which requires clarification: This review is concentrating only on
the Village Hall at the moment, the Library and Museum are not included. They are
leased by Wiltshire Council and therefore, at this time, do not require attention.
The Hall is heavily supported by Parish Council and it is considered that this cannot
carry on to the current levels indefinitely. The professional review is funded by the
Parish Council and is not impacting on charity funds, but action must be taken to
stop the charity haemorrhaging money.

Whilst, as previously stated, it is only the Hall currently under review there is always
the risk that Wiltshire Council will decide to close the Library at some point in the
future.There is a decline in library use across the country but we are fortunate that
through others’ hard work, Purton Library is increasing its numbers.
The critical issue is only the Hall and we need to act now from professional advice.
As part of the professional review taking place an online survey is now available.
Please go to the link below, or if you wish to complete a paper copy, they are available
from the Library, Doctors Surgery or Parish Council offices. www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/K75287P
Further consultations will be taking place. If you wish to comment further please
send details to the Charities Secretary at teresa.hartshorn@purtonparishcouncil.
gov.uk or hand into the Parish Council offices.
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Business Opportunity
Fancy being your own boss? Running your own small local business? The kiosk at the
Village Centre is available for lease. If you are interested please contact the charities
secretary for more information on 01793 771824 or email teresa.hartshorn@
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
We have set up a “GIVEASYOULIVE” site for the Purton Institute and Village Hall
Charity which, once subscribed allows donations to be generated through your
purchases online. No fees, no charges, and free to register. Please take a look, share
the link between family and friends and let’s raise some pennies. www.giveasyoulive.
com/
Community Speed Watch
The trained volunteers have been regularly carrying out speed watch sessions at
the determined sites and have recently been questioned regarding the speed limit
throughout the main road in purton (station road/high street). Please be advised
that although there are stickers on lamp posts, wheelie bins etc, stating 20mph the
statutory speed limit is in fact 30 mph.
Community speed watch (csw) is a locally driven initiative where active members
of the community join together with the support of the police to monitor speeds
of vehicles using speed detection devices. Vehicles exceeding the speed limit are
referred to the police with the aim of educating drivers to reduce their speeds.
Speeding continues to be a concern for many communities. Volunteers receive
appropriate training and are supported by the neighbourhood policing team (npt).
If you are interested in knowing more and how you can be a part of this community
initiative please either contact Paul Grigg on paul.Grigg@purtonparishcouncil.Gov.
Uk or deborah lawrence on deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk or call
the office on 01793 771066.
Footpaths of Purton
Please see below one of the amazing footpath leaflets that has been designed by a
resident. These are available for purchase from the office, A4 size, at a cost of 50p.
We also have several large maps and a few booklets with designated walks in Purton
for sale.
How to contact the Parish Council
Telephone number: 01793 771066
Email address: deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Council’s letter box: The letter box can be found on the wall adjacent to the
side door (entrance door to the Parish Council offices) to the rear of the Library/
Institute.
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Facebook, Twitter and Website
Just one click will see you interact with the Parish Council. Events, road closures,
meet the staff, “did you know”, photographs and much more. If you have an event
in the Parish that you would like us to promote on any of our media platforms
please contact the Clerk on deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk or call
771066. Find us on: Facebook – Purton Parish Council Twitter - @PurtonPC
On our website you can sign up to receive regular updates which will keep you
informed of things happening in and around the village such as planning information
and road closures, etc. Please have a look at the site: www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.
uk and sign up today.

Health & Wellbeing Champion

Ellen Blacker, Health & Wellbeing Champion
Tel: 07557 922020 or Email: ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk

Prayer for Purton

This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works in:
Restrop View, Restrop Road, Battlewell, Bagbury Lane, (and from Ridgeway Farm) Quarry
Field, Lower Mill, and Mill View
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Purton Library

Purton Library offers a warm welcome to everyone in the local community and
has a wide range of books and information services for all age groups. This includes
fiction and non-fiction titles for adults, young people and children; books in large
print and audio formats; public computers for customers and visitors to the area
to use; eBooks, eAudio and eMagazines, which can be accessed both remotely from
home via our webpages or on the computers in the library; free Wi-Fi; DVDs for all
ages and local history books about Purton and the surrounding area.
Our fantastic team of Community Library volunteers operate all the library opening
hours and are available to assist you with your reading and information queries.
The library is completely free to join at any age. Titles can be requested from other
libraries in Wiltshire by staff if we don’t have them at Purton and children’s book
requests are free.
This is a great time of year to pop into your local library to find some good reads
to sustain you through the cold winter months, as well as books to support new
hobbies or to help with improving your health and well-being. Your library is also a
good source of information about organisations and events in your community.
Purton Library’s opening hours are:
Monday
2-5pm
Tuesday
2-7 pm
Wednesday 10am-5pm
Friday		
2-5pm
If you haven’t visited Purton Library for a while, why not come along and see what
we have to offer.

Christian Aid

A host with the toast!
As you probably know by now, Purton goes a bit OTT during Christian Aid Week! So this
year we are asking… Would anyone in the village like to host a Breakfast for Christian
Aid funds? The week is May 12 -19 but events can happen outside the week as well.
The idea is that you provide your home and invite a few friends in for breakfast…
with tea and toast or anything else that you fancy, and your friends put money in the
pot which goes to Christian Aid. Last year we had a Big Breakfast in The Methodist
Church and this will be repeated on Sunday 19 May… ALL ARE WELCOME!
Last year one family opened their doors to neighbours and friends and we were
greeted by a delicious smell of hot muffins and fresh coffee. It was a real treat.
We were so grateful…and it was lovely fun too. I can provide information sheets,
balloons, publicity… whatever would help. Do let us know if you would like to join
in with a big or small Brekkie and you could be The ‘Host with the Toast’!
Libbie, Mary and the Christian Aid Team: 771018
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Purton & Green Gable Surgery PPG

Next Information Evening - Sepsis,
Thursday 14 March, 7.30-9pm, Purton
Surgery
Our next Information Evening will be on Thursday 14 March, from 7.30-9pm in
Purton Surgery when the subject will be sepsis. Our speaker is Nicola Deveaux,
Team Lead in Acute Sepsis and Kidney Injury at Great Western Hospital. Free tickets
are available from the Surgery.
Quiz Evening with a Fish and Chip Supper - Friday 29 March, Silver
Threads Hall, Purton
We will be holding a Quiz evening with a Fish and Chip Supper (bring your own
drinks and glasses) on Friday 29 March, 7pm for 7.30pm in Silver Threads Hall,
Purton. Teams of six, tickets at £9 each are now available.
Green Gable Surgery – if you aren’t already aware, please note that this is a branch
surgery to Purton Surgery.
Serving patients in Purton, Cricklade & surrounding communities
Sheila Fowler, Secretary, Purton PPG

Community Action Group for the former Best One Shop

The full planning application was submitted by the Co-Op on 9th January. They are
expecting an outcome by 6th March. In addition, Co-Op met the Parish Council to
work through a proposal for the road layout outside the shop.The new plan is being
drawn up for submission.
The Planning application is now available and includes the following details:
19/00250/FUL Co-Operative Food Harford House, 1 Station Road, Purton,Wiltshire
SN5 4AQ. Demolition of existing extension on northern side of the premises and
erection of a new single storey extension in connection with the ground floor retail
use; removal of existing plant units and replacement with plant condenser, plant
compressor and air conditioning units in acoustic housing, enclosed within a new
close boarded 2.1m high fence of the north of the site; erection of new storage unit,
freezer and cold room to the east of the site with a canopy over, replacement and
widening of existing shop entrance on the western elevation; removal of existing
shop front and entrance on the southern elevation and the construction of a
new back of house entrance door with level access; repairs to render, brickwork,
paintwork and timber through out the buildings as required.
You might have noticed that the Co-Op have added some signage to the hoarding
outside the shop. This was damaged and the middle section is broken and missing.
I’m not sure if it was the high winds but I have let Co-Op know so hopefully it will
be fixed.
Kirsty Davies, Group Co-ordinator
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Purton & District Age Concern

We have been informed this month of two services that are
available in our area. The Wiltshire Home Library Service will
bring library books to the homes of pensioners who, due to
illness or disability are unable to access their local library. For more information
please contact the Access and Volunteer manager on 01225 713706.
Also, for anyone who may be interested boosting income, saving money, cutting their
bills and a benefits check, a copy of the free Moneywise Guide can be ordered by
calling freephone 0800 856 6766 and quoting the code “Free Guide 108”.
At our next committee meeting we will discussing destinations for outings in
2019 and also new fundraising ideas. If anyone has any suggestions please can they
contact Peter on 778119. Thank you to the people who have already given us their
suggestions, they will be included in our discussion.
Future Events
Annual Auction - Unfortunately there will be no Annual Auction on the 2nd March
this year, or for the foreseeable future, as the attendance and money raised at last
year’s event were not worth the effort put in to run it.
Minibus Shopping Trips - Hazel is organising a shopping trip to Stroud on Friday
8th March and another to Cirencester on Friday 22nd March, both trips will leave
the village at 9am. For more details and to book your place on the minibus please
contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862.
3Bs Evening - This is on Friday 5th April at 7.30pm in the Silver Threads Hall. The
cost is £7 and includes a two course supper. Please bring your own alcoholic drinks
and glasses. Bingo tickets will be available to buy separately on the night. Admission
tickets sell out fast, remember there is no entry on the night without an admission
ticket so if you would like to attend please contact Jenny Barnes on 770339. Please
contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862 to book your place on the minibus if you
need transport.
Mystery Tour - We will have our first coach trip of the year on Wednesday 3rd
April starting at 10am. The cost will be £15 for Purton pensioners or £17 for nonpensioners or visitors, and includes lunch. Please contact your Street Warden to
book your tickets. The seats must be booked by 25th March at the latest.
Past Events
Burns Night celebration - The event was a great success. Many people commented
on the excellent food and music.The piper was also excellent – playing the bagpipes
as people entered the hall and also in-between courses. The evening raised £831.50.
Many thanks to all the people who supported the raffle, generously donated auction
items, and even donated the winnings from “Heads or Tails” back to Age Concern.All
very much appreciated. Thanks also to Louisa from the Purton Club who gave us a
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donation from the bar takings. Make sure you book early for next years’ celebration.
Information
Fire Service & Bobby Van - If you need a smoke alarm fitting or checking please
contact the Fire Service on 0800 038 2323. If you need the Bobby Van please call
them on 01380 861155.
Luncheon Club - We are currently operating a waiting list for Luncheon Club. This
is held at the Silver Threads Hall. You get a good hot two-course meal with tea or
coffee to follow. Please give Pat Suddaby a call on 771331 if you would like to give it
a try, I’m sure you won’t regret it. Transport is available if required.
Minibuses - Please contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862 if you would like to book
the minibus. If you are thinking of volunteering as a driver or “shotgun” (driver’s
assistant) on the minibuses please contact Andy White the minibus secretary on
771656 or email him at andywhitepacmb@gmail.com (New volunteers are always
welcome.)
Tai chi - Tai chi sessions are held each Thursday at 2pm in the Millennium Hall.There
are places available so if you would like to give it a try, just turn up at the Millennium
Hall, your first session is free, then the cost is £4 per session.
Friendship Club - The Friendship Club is run by the Silver Threads committee
and meets monthly in the Silver Threads Hall from 2pm-4pm. Please contact Jenny
Barnes on 770339 for more information. The next meeting will be on Friday 8th
March and will be at The Bell, Purton Stoke for lunch. Transport is available. To book
your place on the minibus please contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862.
Lastly we would like to thank Mark and Shani Humphries from The Angel pub for
allowing us to park the minibuses in their car park, they are moving away to run a
social club, so good luck to them in their new venture. Also we can now welcome
the new encumbents Darren and Bianca who have taken over the licence and have
agreed to let us continue parking the minibuses there. We look forward to seeing
what they bring to the village. Many thanks to them and a warm welcome to Purton.
Peter Berry

Cricklade Country Market

Cricklade Country Market, Friday March 29th, 2-4pm at
The Jenner Hall Cricklade
Everything we sell is locally handmade, home cooked or home grown. This is a local
market supplying local things…. with a tea room too. Come and see what we have
to offer. There is no charge to look!
Future MARKET DATE: April 26th
Please call Nikki on 01793 751845 to place an order or for further information
about the market
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Church Floodlighting
Jan 26

The Church was floodlit in loving memory of Dolly Woolford,
our Darling Mum and Nannie and Great Nannie. Dave and Brian,
Neil, Paul, Katie, Christopher, Lisa, Adam and all their families, to
celebrate what would have been her 100th birthday.
Jan 29
The church was floodlit for Sally’s Mum
Mar 3
St Mary’s will be floodlit to celebrate the birthday of David Ainscough.
Also remembering him especially on March 7, on the anniversary of his
death.Lovingly remembered and greatly missed by family and friends.
Mar 7
The Church will be floodlit in loving memory of Raymond Herbert
(Ray) dear Husband and Dad. Always in our hearts. Jane and family.
Mar 19 The church was floodlit in memory of Robert Hedley Totterdell; loved
and so sadly missed by Jean, Mark, Rebecca and Simon.
Feb 22 St Mary’s Church was floodlit in memory of Ray Suddaby on the
anniversary of his passing. Loved always by his wife Pat.
Mar 28 St Mary’s will be floodlit to celebrate the Diamond Wedding Anniversary of
Dave and Jill Herbert. Congratulations from all your Purton friends!
Mar 29 St Mary’s will be floodlit in memory of Dom Tovey.Always in our thoughts.
Love Mum, Dad and Leah xxx.
If you would like the Church floodlit for a special date, occasion, or memorial, please contact
Libbie on 771018. The cost is £20 for one evening and it would be helpful if the date
is booked at least a month before the chosen night. A short announcement can also be
published in this magazine at no extra cost.

Purton Silver Threads

We started the year with a talk on ‘Shopping in Purton 60 years ago’! Walking
through the village we visited all the shops available for daily needs, bringing back
lots of memories for several Purtonians. Front rooms where sweets were sold,
grocery shops providing deliveries, butchers, drapers, haberdashery, and of course
Goodwin’s famous lardy cakes! And yes, we also had a Co-Op! People went out
most days to shop, often finding time to chat and gossip!
John Lilley came with his bingo machine, calling numbers for a line and a full house.
The concentration and silence were amazing! It was so much fun and we hope to have
another bingo session during the year.Thank you John, for giving your time and expertise.
Unfortunately we had to cancel our jumble sale on 2nd February because of the
snow, but we have re-scheduled the event for 16th February. This will have taken
place by the time you read this, but we hope it’s a success - our jumble sales usually
are! It’s another way of recycling any unwanted items. Thank you to all the kind
people who have donated items for the sale and raffle; we do appreciate your
support.
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The friendship club continues to provide a get together for many people to meet
and chat over a cup of tea and biscuits. In January, Lyndsey came from the Arts
Council to join us for exercises to music, which proved beneficial and entertaining.
We hope she will come again.
The February meeting will be tea and chat, and in March we visit the Bell in Purton
Stoke for lunch, which has been much enjoyed by everyone in the past.
We do have a Gemino roclator walker for sale if anyone is interested, please contact
me on 770339.
If you are interested in coming along to Silver Threads or Friendship Club, see
details on the diary page.You will be made very welcome.
Jenny Barnes

Ten Years Ago...

Over the years, Purton Magazine has reflected the community life of the village,
perhaps without always feeling the need to look further afield. However, the March
2009 issue highlighted what was seen as a serious threat to the entire character of
life here.Wiltshire Council had published a plan to build 3,000 houses on land to the
west of Sparcells, stretching at least as far as Collins Lane and The Fox. The Parish
Council understood the need for more housing, but objected as the development
was twice the size of Purton and would put immense strain on its infrastructure.
Another observation it raised was that the loss of the rural buffer made long term
coalescence with Swindon more likely. (Another article, from After Eight on a
completely different subject, described Swindon as “foreign territory”.)
In the subsequent ten years (and I am indebted to Professor Richard Pagett for the
details) some 700 houses have been built immediately west of Sparcells. The usual
problems have arisen; the promised Extra Care Units were forgotten, the necessary
roads have not always appeared and the “public” open spaces have to be paid for
by the residents. As for the remaining 2,300 houses, who knows? There is nothing
currently on the Wiltshire Local Development website but we shouldn’t hold our
breath.
A second planning matter concerned approval by the District Council for a gypsy
caravan site. Do we really say “gypsy” any more?
One group that did look further afield through doing good at home was the Cubs
who raised £600, enough to pay for two wells in the village of Meghauli in Nepal and
a little more besides. They did it by means of a sponsored litter-pick in the village.
One hopes that this does not encourage residents to drop more litter so that the
Cubs can earn money retrieving it.
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Memorial at the Red House

We have had our first meeting with reference to installing a memorial in the Red
House grounds to the men who lost their lives in the 1939-45 war, also to enlighten
people as to how the Red House complex was purchased and developed by the
users and trustees to be a living memorial to these men. It was also the place where
their comrades could come and enjoy a drink and relax.
It was a well attended meeting with everyone on the same wave length. These
meetings will be informal but we have selected the officers; Tony Price - chairman,
Richard Griffin- vice chairman, Helen Griffin - secretary and Sue Giles - treasurer.
Anyone is welcome to come to our meetings and we will try and get the dates and
details in the magazine. Our next meeting is on the 13th February, which will have
gone by the time you get this magazine.We are hoping to come to this meeting with
some ideas about what type of memorial we should have, where we would like it
and, of course, the cost, and how we go about raising the money for it. I am hoping,
because of how the Red House War Memorial and Village Centre was purchased
in the first place, we would have the same spirit behind this memorial. If you are
interested in coming along to future meetings or you have any queries, contact
Helen Griffin, our secretary. Her email address is griffinhs@yahoo.co.uk and you
can call her on either 771645 or 07710 764868.
Tony Price

Walking the Wiltshire White Horses: Calling all walkers!

Christian Aid is calling walkers to take part in a very special sponsored event starting
on Saturday April 27 and finishing on Tuesday April 30. The charity is hoping that,
starting from Westbury, the walkers – hopefully approx. 40 or so from around the
area – will visit Devizes, Broad Town, Pewsey and Alton Barnes, taking in at least
seven white horses en route. The walks vary in length from 12 to 17 miles a day.
Some walkers may only be able to walk for one of the days, or part of a day: some
hopefully will attempt all four! Refreshments and a welcome will be provided by
Christian Aid supporters along the route and Purtonians are being asked to provide
refreshments, hopefully at Broad Town, at the end of day two.
Supporters in Devizes concocted the plan for the walk, hoping to raise funds for
Christian Aid Week 2019, which is focussing on Mothers in Sierra Leone who suffer
from lack of medical support during childbirth. For more info on the theme got to:
www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week
We are hoping that each walker will try to raise a target of £200 (inc. gift aid).
To register for the walk please email Bristol@christian-aid.org or call the Bristol
Office on 01454 415 923. And if you can help with the refreshments, by making a
cake, by donating tea/coffee or by coming to help at Broad Town, please let Libbie
know on: 771018
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College Farm House Wall

Just as the February issue was being printed, we received this article from Caroline McLean.
Even though the wall will be fully repaired by the time you read it, we thought that at least
the historical content would be of interest. Ed.
The collapse of part of the wall of College Farm House facing the High Street
has prompted questions about its age. In fact, it has been on its present site since
1965 or thereabouts. Prior to that date the garden extended to the edge of what
is now the lay-by, then the normal roadway, and the wall was on its edge. The
Highway Authority decided it was necessary to straighten the road and came to an
agreement with Dr Hartwell, the then owner, by which he surrendered part of the
garden in exchange for the provision of a garage and driveway so that the line of
the road could be moved. (Ironically, of course, if that had not been done the speed
of the traffic through the village could have been much slower than it is!) The wall,
including the ‘Queen Anne’s Gate’ was rebuilt to its present position at that time.
Could we at this point thank the many people who took the trouble to contact us
both before and after the collapse of the wall. We have very much appreciated the
kindness and concern shown by everyone and were just so grateful that the wall
chose to fall overnight so no-one was injured by the very large stones involved.
Hector & Caroline McLean

Wiltshire Council News

The review into Wiltshire’s political boundaries has moved a step forward and people
are being invited to have their say. The independent Local Government Boundary
Commission for England formally publishing its draft recommendation which propose
Wiltshire should have 98 councillors in future: this is no change from now.
The recommendations also outline how those councillors should represent 98 onecouncillor divisions across the council. In August 2018 the commission said it was
‘minded to’ propose that Wiltshire should keep its current number of councillors.
The commission launched a 10-week public consultation on 5 February on the
recommendations that will end on 15 April 2019. The consultation is open to
anyone who wants to have their say on new council divisions, division boundaries
and division names across Wiltshire.
Previously,Wiltshire Council’s cross-party Electoral Review Committee met publicly
to develop and recommend divisional boundary proposals to full council.Workshops
were also held to which all councillors were invited. Submissions were also received
from many of our towns and parishes. These discussions shaped the draft design of
the boundaries and these were agreed by full council in October 2018.
The full recommendations and detailed interactive maps are available on the
commission’s website at consultation.lgbce.org.uk and www.lgbce.org.uk. Hard
copies of the commission’s report and maps will also be available to view upon
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request at County Hall, Trowbridge.
The Wiltshire Council Electoral Review Committee will accept copies of any
submissions at the same time right up to the deadline. They should be sent to
committee@wiltshire.gov.uk
Richard Clewer, the chairman of Wiltshire Council’s Electoral Review Committee, said:
“ I’d encourage people to get involved in this consultation, as the final outcome will
have an impact on communities up and down the county.“Things will not stay the same
as they are, so I hope people take a look and see how it could affect their local area.”
The next steps are:
In July 2019,the final recommendations of the Local Government Boundary Commission
for England will be published.At this stage they will no longer be able to be amended.A
draft order will be prepared for laying in Parliament, where the recommendations may
be accepted or rejected, but not amended. Should the recommendations be accepted,
they will then be implemented for elections in May 2021.

Fraud: What you need to know

Action Fraud has experienced an increase in the reporting of malicious calls,
voicemails, text messages or emails to members of the public purporting to be from
HMRC.The fraudsters state that as a result of their non-payment of tax or other duty,
the victim is liable to prosecution or other legal proceedings such as repossession
of belongings to settle the balance but can avoid this by arranging for payment to be
made immediately by method such as bank transfer or by iTunes gift cards.
If the victim is hesitant or refuses to comply, the suspect makes a threat such as
immediate arrest, bailiffs or in cases where the victim appears to be of overseas
origin; deportation. Often, the period for which the tax is allegedly due is distant
enough to guarantee the victim will have little, if any, paperwork or ability to verify
the claims. Once the money is paid the suspects sever all contact. It is vital that the
public exercise caution when receiving messages or telephone calls of this nature.
What you need to do
Always question unsolicited requests for your personal or financial information.
Just because someone knows your basic details (such as your name and contact
details), it doesn’t mean they are genuine. Instead, contact the company directly
using trusted methods such as a known email address or phone number.
Listen to your instincts. If something feels wrong then it is usually right to question
it. No genuine organisation will ask you to pay taxes, bills or fees using iTunes Gift
Cards, or any other type of voucher. Don’t be rushed or pressured into making a
decision. Under no circumstances would a genuine bank or some other trusted
organisation force you to make a financial transaction on the spot. Report Phishing
attempts. If you receive a call, text or email of this nature and have not lost money,
report this as a phishing attempt to Action Fraud. Tel: 0300 123 2040.
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Our thanks to Jan for organising an enjoyable evening as we recalled fond
Many of us noted that we didn’t all have TVs back then or couldn’t receive some
memories of the Referendum, Eurovision and the usual fight over what qualified for a
halfchannels
point. until much later.
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‘Pugh, Pugh, Barney, McGrew, Cuthbert, Dibble, Grubb’.
Perhaps you remember these too.
Crunch time! How many points had we scored? The usual fight over what qualified
for a half point ensued but finally the winners were Sheila and Eve.
Our thanks go to Helen for an excellent quiz and for Sheila who hosted our meeting
at the last minute.
Answers. 1. White Rhino. 2. Lord Peter Carrington. 3. Jason King
Lorraine Goodall
DISCLAIMER
Contributions to Purton Magazine are always welcome for consideration on the
undrestanding that the contributor’s name and address are known or supplied (but
may be withheld from publication on request), and that all related copyright issues
have been cleared for publication in this magazine - especially those recognisable in
any photographs. It follows that opinions expressed in the Magazine are solely those
of the respective contributors.
To make the best use of available space, we ask that contributions are written
concisely and reserve the right to edit contributions and advertisements.
Advertisements are accepted in good faith and their inclusion does not imply the
Magazine’s endorsement of the product or service.
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Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers

What better way to start the year than Purton Guides holding
a wedding themed meeting for their leader Rachel. The first
game, ‘Swish Your Veil’ involved special head gear (tights with empty cups in the
feet) which was used to knock over bottles set up in ten-pin bowling formation.
Next came bridalwear design: a model from each patrol, plus Rachel, were all kitted
out in wedding dresses created from 7 toilet rolls and 5 paper clips. There were
some stunning designs! They finished up with mocktails and making bride and groom
edible cake toppers. Both the Guides and the rest of Braydon District wish Rachel
and Dave every happiness for their married life.
1st Purton Rainbows are busy working towards the “Take Action” award, looking
at making a difference to help the community and the wider world. To start, they
surveyed the local environment around the Millennium Hall. They all loved the play
park but there was a lot of concern about the amount of traffic using Church Street.
The Rainbows felt there should be a pedestrian crossing to keep us all safe. They
have written to the Parish Council and look forward to hearing from them.
The Rainbows have also talked about charities and who they would like to help. The
girls chose the food bank and donated lots of food to the Swindon Food Collective.
They also talked about what items can be donated to a charity shop.
2nd Purton Brownies are working in groups on Skills Builders they have chosen:
Camp, First Aid and Lead.The First Aid group learnt about how responsive a person
is, DR ABC and how to put someone in the recovery position. The Lead group have
been designing a zoo, putting their view on which animals should be in it, a dance
challenge and changing the rules of a game. The Camp group have discussed what
items of clothing you would take to camp (and what not to take!) and then packing
it, pitching a tent and fire safety. A big thank you goes to Carmen and Geoff who
came in to help with these activities
1st Purton Brownies have been continuing Skills Builder activities ranging from
making salsa, practising the phonetic alphabet and exploring the Countryside Code
to learning how to behave around a fire and trying to get ready for bed in the dark
as you might need to do whilst camping.
1st Purton Brownies have also started on a challenge pack called ‘Guiding Girls into
Engineering’ sponsored by Amey. This aims to get girls exploring engineering through
fun activities, opening up the possibility of careers in that area. It has provoked some
interesting discussion about what jobs the girls considered to be ‘for boys’ or ‘for
girls’. They have explored the use of triangles to construct stable structures using
sweets and cocktail sticks. Demolition (eating them) was unsurprisingly quite quick!
Guides are completing activities from the ‘Express Myself’ theme. One activity
involved thinking ‘shapes, patterns and tessellation’ to design wallpaper with some
fantastic geometric shapes. Another activity brought paper crafting into play when
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they folded then coiled pages from magazines to make bowls, meaning they each had
something useful to take home. Innovation took a different turn another week with
surgical skills. The Guides created their own surgical instruments to extract foreign
objects from patients (patients being boxes – phew!). They had to make incisions
and retrieve items using the most appropriate instruments. This led to discussion
about how equipment is designed and prototypes made for their intended purpose.
We were pleased to take a group of Brownies, Guides and Rangers along to see
the PADS pantomime, Jack and the Beanstalk. Unfortunately, due to the snow, our
group wasn’t as large as planned since most of those living outside the village were
unable to travel. Nevertheless, those who made it laughed, cheered and booed their
way through a great performance. Thank you PADS.
For more information about guiding locally, please contact district commissioner
Janet Abbott by phone on 07454 384763 or by email at braydondc@wncounty.
org.uk. More volunteers to join our team are always welcome. Register interest in
joining at www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/.
Find us on Facebook too: www.facebook.com/GirlguidingNorthWiltsDivision

The other side of the gate

I always seem to be talking about the weather − maybe it’s just because it affects
everything we do as farmers! We can’t fight it so we try to work with it. I know
we’re in a rapidly changing climate (one in which we need to make changes to the
way we live, and quickly) and will be faced with many farming challenges in the
coming years. So, Tuesday 5th February we decided we’d keep the cows in − that’s
not true, they decided not to go out! Then the following Thursday I forgot to close
the gate (I’m out of practice!) and they all went back out. They seemed very happy
sunbathing so they remained outside until the 9th! As I write this, they’ve been in for
2 days now. Housing and turnout dates can be quite competitive in the dairy farming
world. As we’re on very free draining soils, we’re always out very early. My friend in
Cornwall normally beats us on turnout. It’s usually plastered over Facebook and we
all look on with envy, but this year he can’t beat my housing dates so I will remind
him of such when he shows off about turnout!
We have been regularly opening the gates in February (not closing them!) so I
predict our true winter housing period could be less than a month. It’s normally 3 4 months. This year, with our new shed being put up, we might be more regimented
about the dates... well, we’ll see. If the sun is shining and they want to go, I might not
have the heart to stop them. I’m planning to start housing on 1st December and
then back out first or second week in March. Depends on the weather!
The 1st of February saw more snow. Our tanker, although in Purton, didn’t want to
risk the climb up Church Street as the snow had compacted and frozen. So, before
we started milking the following morning we had to open the tap and let it down
the drain into the slurry pit. It takes a surprisingly long time for gravity to empty the
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tank, then we had to wash the milk away
and clean the floors. Sarah had got our A2
cows in ready to be milked as I got the
dairy ready. We were already late as we
pushed the magic button that fires up the
vacuum pump motor only to have a motor
whizzing round with no vacuum! The vanes
had broken or the drive shaft had sheared
off − I’ll do an autopsy when I get the time.
It’s a good job the vicar wasn’t walking
past at that moment, as my vocabulary
was limited and directed at a clearly
frozen, inanimate object! Unfortunately
swearing alone doesn’t fix things, which
is such a shame as it would make my life
wonderful! Luckily for me I bought two
vacuum pumps when we upgraded so I
wasn’t too distressed as I’d preempted and
was prepared for such a breakdown. Tool
kit out and mechanic hat on - my mechanic
hat does not fit anywhere near as well as
my veterinary hat! My father had a great
saying: “If it doesn’t have four tits and a tail,
I can’t drive it!” I have inherited his head
it seems. I dug out the spare motor and
pump and proceeded to remove the pump
from the base they’re attached to.This is when I started to notice subtle differences.
Different size bolts holding it in place, different exhaust fittings and a different oil
delivery system. Vacuum pumps are incredibly heavy so I sent a boy to get a sack
truck. Very aware of how late we were, I removed the broken pump and bolted in
the replacement. The pipes coming from the pump are metal and about 2 inches in
diameter. I sent another boy to get my ‘big stilsons’ − it’s a farmer fix tool much like
a hammer − but they can’t be found! Cue more swearing. Luckily John Halsted from
Common Plait walked past. He’s an engineer, and said he might have the correct size
tools at home. I sent Sarah to deliver him home and on his return he didn’t have
the tools, but he did have an alternative and a bloody good one too! A ‘G’ clamp
makes for a great large spanner which was much better than the hammer and chisel
I was using! 3 hours later and the vacuum pump with exhaust ‘pushed’ up against
the outlet was good enough. A few tests to make sure it aquired the correct vacuum
levels and we were off! The cows had got bored and gone back to the feeders and
the beds, but they were all very keen to be milked when they heard the machine
start up. Aaron helped me milk them whilst Harry scraped the yards. That was a
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very long morning! The mystery of the stilsons was resolved on Alex’s return from
skiing - they were languishing in the back of his Land Rover.
I had an interesting chat with a lovely customer who was coming to get a joint of
beef. I asked her if she wanted some milk and she replied she couldn’t, as she was
on a diet and the milk had way too much fat in it. Now, I don’t have much hair but
what I did have prickled as she said this. I have a bad habit (Sarah tells me off as I
do it on radio interviews too!) of sighing before I answer. She once said I sounded
disappointed that I’d been asked such a stupid question. I’m afraid I even heard myself
sigh at this one. I decided to ask her how much fat she thought was in the milk.
She shrugged her shoulders, thought for a while and then replied, “80%?” Smiling,
I replied that the product she is thinking of is butter! When I told her that, after
checking the last tank results, it was LESS (I probably stressed that a bit too much
in hindsight!) than 4.5%. So, not one to miss any opportunity, I asked her how much
fat she thought was in the slow roast joint she was buying. Now she was looking
terrified as I had clearly shown a weakness in her fat guessing abilities! “5%?” NOPE!
(I made the Family Fortune wrong answer buzzer noise and instantly hated myself!).
“About 15%, maybe a bit more”. I was in pure education mode! “Oh” she said. I
made a joke about how she’d be better off drinking the milk than eating the joint,
but stopped there as those jokes are always funny, but only in my head apparently!
It has made me think that the dairy processors have done a really good job at
vilifying the constituents in milk. They don’t want you drinking whole milk (that’s
also a joke when they’ve skimmed it all off and only added 3.6-3.8% back in), making
semi-skimmed so popular. They have made the consumer believe the fat in dairy is
so bad that you shouldn’t have it. Then they sell it back to you in the form of rich
and luxurious cream as that’s ok − it’s a treat, add it to your culinary master pieces,
pour it over your Christmas pudding and don’t forget the most quintessential of
English delicacies, strawberries and cream. Ah, no mention of fat! They don’t plaster
35% fat in big type on the glossy packaging!
By the time this gets to you I will have run out forage for the milking cows. I’m using
hay bought from Stephen and Simon Wells for the dry cows and heifers and I will be
searching around for more for the milkers. I will have to take whatever I can get and
they’ll have to eat it. With any luck, spring will come early and help push the grass
out of the ground.
I’ve been busy helping set up the Raw Milk Producers Association with 8 other
producers. We met early in February to get things underway for our launch in
March. We are talking with the Food Standards Agency to help establish a Code Of
Best Practice (COBP) to help producers understand what is required to produce
safe raw milk.We have set up a Co-op and I’m one of the directors. Please go to the
website to have a look at what we offer, not just the to producer, but to consumers
too. www.rawmilkproducers.co.uk
Jonathan Cook
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Purton & District Luncheon Club

Sharing food is surely the origin and cornerstone of community, and eating out with
friends is one of life’s great pleasures. Purton and District Luncheon Club’s team of
volunteers works tirelessly to ensure that age is no barrier to enjoying good food
with good company.
Sourcing most of the ingredients they cook from within the village, the longestablished Purton and District Luncheon Club provides up to 66 meals a week
for over the 65s on Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes in the Silver Threads Hall. The
diners cover the cost of their meal, and the Age Concern minibus is on hand for
those unable to get there under their own steam.
For many of the diners, Luncheon Club is an essential part of their social life and a
real highlight of their week. As committee member and volunteer for over 21 years
Pat Suddaby explains, “For a lot of people, Luncheon Club is the only time they’re
able to go out socially and for some it gives them only hot meal they’ll have in a
week. The diners tell us that they really look forward to it”.
As the diners start to arrive, the atmosphere is lively and friendly. There’s a warm
greeting shared amongst old friends, lots of chat and laughter, and a real sense
of occasion as the guests assemble to enjoy one another’s company, a freshly
prepared meal, pudding, tea or coffee and even, on occasion, wonderful musical
accompaniment on the piano!
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It’s not hard to see why Purton Luncheon Club is so popular! At the time of writing,
the Silver Threads Hall is filled to capacity and the Club cannot accommodate any
more diners.They’ve even had to set up a waiting list, which really shows how much
it is appreciated by Purton’s senior residents.
However, there is a pressing need for new volunteers if Purton Luncheon Club is to
continue to thrive in the future. There’s lots to be done each Tuesday and Thursday:
The team of volunteers are busy from 10 o’clock in the morning; arranging furniture,
laying the tables and preparing food. Once the diners arrive, the volunteers turn
their hand to waiting at the tables and making sure that the guests have everything
they need. After the meal, they’re busy clearing the tables, washing up and making
sure the Silver Threads is left spick and span, before finishing at around half-past-one.
As they say, many hands make light work, and more helpers are urgently needed
to spread the load more evenly and to ensure that Purton Luncheon Club can
continue to welcome as many diners as it currently does. Pat says, “We need three
or four new volunteers to help once a month or fortnightly.” The volunteers all
work together as a team and everyone mucks in. There’s no need for any previous
experience of working in a kitchen or volunteering in a community group, as the
existing volunteers are only too happy to show new team members the ropes.
People have lots of different motivations for volunteering, but it’s a fun, friendly and
welcoming group, and a wonderful way to meet new people. Lots of close friendships
have been formed volunteering with Purton and District Luncheon Club. It is really
striking that so many people in the existing team have been volunteering for such a
long time; helping the community, making friends and working with a wonderful team
is clearly as enjoyable as it is additive! As one volunteer said, “I just love it!”.
Can you help to keep Purton Luncheon Club thriving? If you can spare the time
between 10:00 and 13:00 once or twice a month on a Tuesday or Thursday, and
you would like to do something to make a real different to people in your local
community whilst making new friends, then please contact Pat Suddaby.
If you are interested please give me a ring, Pat Suddaby on 01793 771331
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Sa 2

10.00am

Su 3
		
		
		
M 4
W 6
		
Th 7
F 8
		
Sa 9
Su 10
		
		
		
Tu 12
		
		
W 13
		

8.00am
10.30am
10.30am
6.00pm
tbc
11.45am
7.30pm
10.30am
9.00am
9.15am
8.00pm
8.00am
10.30am
10.30am
4.00pm
10.00am
11.00am
2.00pm
11.45am
2.30pm

Th 14
		
Sa 16
Su 17
		
		
W 20
		
		

11.00am
7.30pm
11.00am
8.00am
10.30am
10.30am
11.45am
2.00pm
7.00pm

		
Th 21
F 22
Sa 23
Su 24
		
		
		
Tu 26
		
		

7.30pm
11.00am
9.00am
8.00pm
8.00am
10.30am
10.30am
4.00pm
10.00am
2.00pm
7.30pm

Purton Village Diary - March 2019

Purton Methodist Church open to the community for tea and coffee
and a look at our improvement work
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
Family Service at St Mary’s Church
Evensong at St Mary’s Church
After 8 trip to the Wyvern Theatre to see ‘Crimes on the Nile’
until 1.00pm, Lent Lunch served at Purton Methodist Church
Ash Wednesday Communion at St Mary’s Church
Communion at The Vicarage
Age Concern minibus to Stroud
Bradon Forest School open morning for children in years 4, 5 and 6
‘Rough Diamond’, Neil Diamond tribute, play live at the Red House
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Messy Church at St Mary’s School
Purton Probus meet in the Red House lounge for a talk on Pub Signs
Songs of Praise at Ashgrove House
Co-Op Choir perform at Silver Threads Hall
until 1.00pm, Lent Lunch served at Purton Methodist Church
Methodist Women’s Fellowship at Purton Methodist Church. Lent
with Rev David Perkins.
Songs of Praise at The Cedars
Purton Surgery free information evening on Sepsis
Spring Tabletop sale at Cricklade Town Hall
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
Family Communion at St Mary’s Church
until 1.00pm, Lent Lunch served at Purton Methodist Church
Communion at Ashgrove House
Purton Historical Society lecture ‘Pevsner Buildings of England –
Purton and the local area’ at Silver Threads Hall
Purton Evening W.I. AGM at the Village Hall
Dementia Friends training session at Pips Community Cafe
Age Concern minibus to Cirencester
Bandantree play live at the Red House
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Messy Church at Ridgeway Farm School
Purton Probus meet in the Red House lounge for a talk on Costa Rica
Exercise with Mandy at Silver Threads Hall
Gardeners’ Guild meet at Silver Threads Hall for a talk on ‘HeritageVegetables’
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W 27
Th 28

11.45am
7.30pm

F 29
		

2.00pm
7.00pm

Su 31
		

8.00am
10.30am

until 1.00pm, Lent Lunch served at Purton Methodist Church
Purton Historical Society AGM, followed by ‘Lincoln Catherdral –
Birth to death and beyond’ with Kate Maddison at the Village Hall
Cricklade Country Market at Jenner Hall
Purton Surgery Patient Participation Group quiz night with fish and
chip supper at the Silver Threads Hall
Communion at St Mary’s Church
United Service at St Mary’s Church for Mothering Sunday

Every week
M
Tu
		
		
W
		
		
Th
		
		
F
Sa

7.00pm
9.00am
12 noon
7.30pm
10.00am
2.00pm
6.15pm
12 noon
2.00pm
2.20pm
10.00am
10.00am

to 8.00pm Purton Village Voices choir practice at the Red House
Skittle Alley (term time)
to 11am: Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
Bridge Club at the Red House
to 12 noon: Coffee and chat at Silver Threads Hall
to 5.00pm: Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)
Purton Youth Club for school years 4-7 at Purton Village Hall
Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
to 3pm: Age Concern T’ai Chi at Millennium Hall
Pram Service for pre-school children at Purton Methodist Church (term time)
to 11.30am: Tea, cofee and cake at The Cedars
to 12.30pm: Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)

Every month
1st Wednesday
2nd & 4th Tuesday
2nd Wednesday
3rd Monday
3rd Tuesday
3rd Wednesday

10.00am Story Time at Purton Library for pre-school children
Purton Probus meet in the Red House lounge
(except Aug) 2.30pm Methodist Women’s Fellowship at Purton
Methodist Church
St Mary’s Fellowship of Women at Purton Methodist Church
Royal British Legion meet at the Red House
2.15pm Rhyme Time at Purton Library for babies, toddlers and their carers

April
W 3
F 5
		
Sa 6
Su 7
F 12
Sa 13
Th 25

10.00am
7.30pm
7.30pm
10.00am
7.30pm
7.00pm
10.00am
7.30pm

Sa 27		

Purton Age Concern Mystery Coach Trip with lunch
Purton Age Concern 3Bs evening at Silver Threads Hall
St Mary’s Church Murder Mystery Evening at Purton Village Hall
Purton Museum grand re-opening
Cricklade Band ‘Spring Forward’ show at Cricklade Town Hall
Purton Evening WI Cheese, Pudding and Port Quiz at Silver Threads Hall
Easter Coffee Morning at Silver Threads Hall
Purton Historical Society host Val Threfall for a talk on ‘Secrets of the
honeymoon suitcase’ at the Village Hall
Wiltshire White Horses Walk for Christian Aid starts

If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages, contact Purton
Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton, Tel: 772954 or email: mail@
purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Bradon Forest School

New Headteacher for Bradon Forest School
Mrs Julie Dickson was appointed as substantive Headteacher of Bradon
Forest School last month.
Tim Gilson, CEO of the Athelstan Trust, of which Bradon Forest is part, said ‘We were
very fortunate to have a strong national
field of applicants, and Julie came through
two very tough days of interviews and
tasks as the outstanding candidate.
We are looking forward to working with
Julie as she leads Bradon Forest into the
next exciting stage of its development.’
Thanks to all of the staff, students,
governors and trustees who took part in
the selection process.
Three Times Basketball Champions!
Bradon Forest School hosted the Swindon Schools Basketball Finals this term and
won three of the four year group competitions!
Year 8 beat Commonweal 50 - 27. Year 10 were up against Lawn Manor in a very
closely fought contest coming through 54-52. Year 11 won 81-65, also against
Commonweal.
Dante Margi from Year 8, Armani Curtis from Year 10 and Zack Stretch from Year
11 were all voted Most Valuable Play of their matches by the officials. Well done
everyone!

Year 8				Year 10				Year 11
English Football League Girls Cup
Bradon Forest School represented Swindon Town in the English Football League
Girls Cup in Bicester earlier this term. They had earned their place in the regional
competition following their success in the Swindon tournament last term. There
were eight teams from as far afield as Portsmouth and Coventry City. The girls
did really well winning six out of seven of their pool matches to get through to the
Page 40

semi-final. Unfortunately, they lost the
semi-final on penalties finishing third
overall.
Nalani Hunt, top goal scorer, said, ‘We
were very unlucky in the semi-final
however we were very proud with
our performance to finish third in the
region.’
Lego Robotics Competition
The Bradon Forest School Lego Robotics
Club entered the First Lego League
regional tournament for the first time in
the school’s history this term.With a team
name of ‘Winner Winner Robot Dinner’
they had lofty ambitions and didn’t let the
school down. They managed to reach the
quarter final of the robot performance
section of the competition, finishing 6th
out of 19 and even finished 5th in both the robot design and core values categories.
They have returned to school energised and full of ideas about how to improve for
next year and hopefully bring home a trophy!!
More Able Visit to the London Dungeons
History teachers, Miss Mazelin
and Mr Koniarski, report:
We took a cohort of Year 8 and
9 More Able students for a day
trip to the London Dungeons.
The purpose of the trip was to
work with the set director at
the Dungeons to embed their
knowledge of London’s history
with the task of presenting it in
an engaging and interactive way to the audiences that pass through their doors.
After a short presentation by the set director, students were given a scenario to
create a “set” for. Students worked collaboratively to produce a short presentation
on what aspects of the plague outbreak in 1666 they would focus on, what the key
facts were that needed to be communicated and how this might be done through
the set design, costumes and special effects.
Students then received a tour of the London Dungeons where they saw 22 different
scenes of London’s history being presented, and it was great that they then saw
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some of their ideas from the workshop in action! Students experienced a scary tour
through the streets of London where the sound of rats with the plague worried you
but the “droplets” you felt on your head as “someone” sneezed was more worrying
as you got completely caught up in the scenario you were in!
All the students behaved impeccably and really immersed themselves into the
interactive nature of this interpretation of history. The history team now look
forward to seeing some of these skills and ideas being used in their next assessment
piece. Well done to all of those involved.

St Mary’s Primary School

Staff News
We welcomed three new members of staff this term: Mrs Gonsalves and Mrs King,
MDSAs, and Mrs Ashdown who joined the Teaching Assistant team.
We were delighted to receive an unexpected donation of £200 from One Stop in
Purton following their fundraising event in December. We have purchased some
playground equipment for children to use at lunchtimes and we would like to say
a huge thank you to all the staff at the shop for enabling us to make this purchase!
We have had a busy few weeks which has seen us taking part in several local
community events:
On 23 January, four
members of Year 5 went to
Bradon Forest School to
compete in the Spelling Bee
competition. Despite not
making it through to the final,
the children were a credit to
St Mary’s, and they all tried
really hard at spelling some
very tricky words.
On Friday 25th of January,
nine children in Year 5 and 6
competed in the swimming
gala at Lime Kiln, Royal
Wootton Bassett. All of the children showed great teamwork swimming in a range
of events. The competition was very close, and St Mary’s came a well-deserved 3rd
place out of 7 schools. It was great for the children to walk away with medals after
all their determination and hard work. It was an exciting event and the children also
got to meet the Olympic swimmer Jo Jackson.
On 28th January six local Junior schools competed for the Junior Youth Speaks
trophy organised by the Rotary Club. In front of an audience of 100 at the Memorial
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Hall, three members from each
local school were asked to speak
for two minutes on a subject of
their choice. St Mary’s spoke
about the impact of pollution,
global warming and plastics in our
oceans; a topic that was influenced
by the growing realisation
worldwide of the effects humans
are having on our planet.
A panel of judges comprising
Philip Porter (a public speaking
trainer), Mike Farrow (Mayor of
Royal Wootton Bassett) and Philip Tanner (President of the Rotary Club) scored
each speaker on their use of vocabulary, creativeness, clarity and teamwork. The
standard of all the presentations was exceptionally high and the judges were
impressed by the eloquence and the confident delivery of all the speakers.
It was a very close-run competition and after much deliberation, head judge Philip
Porter announced Lydiard Millicent Primary School as the 2019 winners. Well done
to the team from St Mary’s who competed in this competition and came away with
a sense of achievement and confidence that will be invaluable in their future lives.
I would be delighted to show you around our school should you be considering St
Mary’s. We do not hold open events, as we prefer to show parents/carers around
individually. We warmly
welcome visits should you
wish, prior to submitting
the application. Visits can be
arranged through the school
office by emailing admin@
st-marys-purton.wilts.sch.uk
or by phoning us on (01793)
770239.
For more information about
our wonderful school and
all the exciting learning
opportunities that take
place, visit our website
www.st-marys-purton.wilts.
sch.uk
Mrs Naomi Clarke,
Head Teacher
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Hello from The Cedars Care Home

Having recovered from Christmas and New Year
events we have been enjoying singalongs, line dancing
and arts and crafts. We’re now planning how to take our residents on a virtual
SAFARI!
Residents love to acknowledge the Traditional Days and Dates
We always recognise UK Patron Saints Days and things like Burns Night, which we
did at the end of January. Our residents were treated to some traditional bagpipes
and a taste of haggis, and most said they were pleasantly surprised to enjoy the taste
of it!
Singing, dancing, sport and more keeping residents engaged!
Residents enjoy singalongs and we have a lovely new volunteer who comes in to
play guitar and sing when he can. We also have local singers who come in and lead
a lovely singing session each month, a HUGE thank you to those lovely ladies. We
also host professional performers who are on the Order of St John’s ‘preferred
entertainers list’ and again these sessions go down well with residents and staff.
We have a dance and movement session every week and this year we are having
regular line dancing sessions which started on the first Monday of February. We
are looking forward to having them back on the first Monday of every month as the
residents thoroughly enjoy watching the ladies do their stuff, with some residents
having a go! Many residents follow various sports such as rugby, football, cricket
and tennis. So we’re following the Six Nations, the Football Premier League and
reading up on our local football teams, which means we activity coordinators try
and keep up too! We also have some retired skittles players, but our facilities only
allow for indoor plastic skittles and light balls so that they can be played from a
seated position. Resetting the skittles is hard work for the activity co-ordinators,
but worth it for the enjoyment it brings. If you are keen on a sport that you feel we
could adapt for seated players do get in touch.
Other activities that we endeavour to provide are bingo, scrabble, poetry reading
and stories. These are very much enjoyed, along with art & craft sessions. Again, if
you would like to volunteer to help us with any activities please do contact contact
www.osjct.co.uk for details.
Have you been on a safari or expedition?
We have been talking to our residents about their pets, their favourite animals and
their travels when they were younger, to see what they might enjoy. Dogs, cats,
horses and rabbits feature high on the much-loved list. We want to try and create
a safari adventure, rich with wildlife, culture and the wonders of the natural world,
so if you can paint, have a video or souvenirs of a fantastic trip that you’d like to
share with our residents, we would love to hear from you. Our virtual safari idea
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is to feature live animals and real adventures but like everything, we need as much
help as possible to really do our theme justice. So, do you know of a petting zoo
or farm, that can accommodate wheelchair users in the local area? Maybe you are
a small holder who could bring some baby lambs to see us? Or a horse rider who
could trot by and let our residents say hello? If you can help in any way, we’d love
to hear from anyone in the community with something to share and thank you for
your support.
Our Full time Activities Coordinator is Christina Deriu EMAIL: C.Deriu@OSJCT.CO.UK or
Jane Pitcher j.pitcher@osjct.co.uk, or pop in for further details.THANK YOU SO MUCH.

Purton Post Bag

The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where
space and content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted
for publication without the proper name and address of the
correspondent being supplied. However, these details may be
withheld from publication if requested.

Put the kettle on!
What a shame the Parish Council won’t
allow the Football Club to use the tea
kiosk on match days. Maybe there are
no football supporters on the Parish
Council? Even if this is the case, it is a bit
mean-spirited to deny the supporters
of their tea on a chilly afternoon. So
come on Parish Councillors, show some
goodwill towards the cold and thirsty
football supporters.
Bernice Seviour
A thank you to Purton
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank
you to all my friends and acquaintances

who helped and supported me on the
recent and unexpected death of my
husband Ian. I knew we had been lucky to
move to the village, five years ago, where
we knew nobody, but until this last few
weeks I had not realised how lucky. I
have received more cards than we did
at Christmas, and I am surrounded by
invitations to coffee, tea or just a chat
whenever I need to get out of the flat.
A particular thank you to everyone who
came to Ian’s funeral, to Judith for the
service, to my fellow choir members for
the singing and to Ruth and Neil at the
Red House for the tea and refreshments.
As always Purton came up trumps.
Mary Wooding, Norbury Court
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Threads Hall, when Chris Smith of Pennard Plants, Somerset, will be joining us to
speak on the topic ‘Heritage Vegetables’. The competition will be ‘5 Daffodils‘
Why not come along and join us. We are always happy to welcome new members
and visitors.
Margaret Goodall (Secretary 770906)

Mayor enjoys a curry with Mad March Hares

Junab Ali was among the guests packed into
Lalbagh Indian restaurant to enjoy a tasty 2
course meal and raise funds to support the
annual Mad March Hare (MMH) event. The
event, in aid of Breast Cancer NOW is now in
its 12th year.
Over 60 guests attended the evening on 4th February
and along with a raffle and other events raised over £630
which will go towards running the event. New MMH team
member Denise Glover said “running an event like the Mad
March Hare costs money and by raising money at events
like the curry night and having fantastic local companies
which support us year on year we are able to ensure 100%
of the entry fees go to the Breast Cancer Now charity.This
was my first year of volunteering but I have taken part in the 10k event before which
is how I learnt about the great work of the group and I am now proud to be part of
the team. This is my first curry night event and I was blown away by the support and
the amount of money raised. I brought along my friends and family tonight and we had
a lovely evening, the food was amazing and I will definitely be coming back”.
Margaret Nicholson MMH Chair added ‘we are very privileged that Swindon Mayor
Junab Ali has supported the event and will run it for the second time this year. Overall
we are very lucky to have such loyal followers who not only come back each year to
support our fundraising events but also volunteer or take part on the day. Along with
the many local companies who sponsor the event, our team work all year round to
ensure the day is a success. It is thanks to everyone involved that we have raised over
£100,000 so far and hope to make 2019 a year to remember.
The Mad March Hare will take place on Sunday 24 March 2019, starting and finishing at
Lydiard Park Academy. The route is an easy one around West Swindon and Lydiard Park
and it is a fun event for people of all ages and abilities to encourage them to get out and
enjoy taking exercise.You can come on your own, bring your family or friends or even
your dog to walk, jog or run the 5km or 10km circular route.To take part or volunteer
at the event please visit www.madmarchhare.org.uk/, email: info@madmarchhare.
org.uk or call 0845 6808064. Follow us on Twitter @MadMarchHareSWN or
Facebook: www.facebook.com/madmarchhareswindonbreakthroughbreastcancer
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Into 2019 - News From The Cricklade Band

Since the band first began in 1887, December has always meant being out and about
in Cricklade and all the surrounding villages, doing our festive bit. Among the 18
events the band attended we were invited once again to the prestigious Westonbirt
Arboretum ‘Enchanted Christmas’ season, playing for about 4500 people during the
evening! Our ‘Christmas Present’ show sold out in advance too!
Continuing a 131-year tradition, we fund the considerable annual costs of our
rehearsal and storage facilities from our ‘wassailing’ efforts. We sincerely thank
everyone for their donations for our festive carol-playing: thank you to ever growing
number of people coming to the doorsteps; those singing along and tagging along with
us; applauding, even whistling; filming and taking pictures – you’re all very welcome!
The Performance Band events list for the year has filled up quicker than ever and sees
us returning to Bath, Weston-super-Mare and Swindon bandstands, and Westonbirt
too. A new bandstand to visit this year is Stratford-upon-Avon and we’ve also been
invited back to Lyme Regis.As well as being ambassadors for Cricklade further afield,
our participation in many local community events make welcome repeat listings.
BandAcademy continues enthusiastically with our student youngsters and not-soyoungsters taking part in several community events of their own and also joining
the Performance Band in concerts. If you would like to learn to play an instrument,
it’s time to sweep away the obstacles and just do it, regardless of age or anything
else! Just find out the contact details from Facebook, or call in at the Town Hall on
a Thursday and say hello.
As 2019 unfolds, and you find that you’re a bit jaded, or you’ve made a resolution to
visit, or revisit, music-making and looking to join a band ‘family’ that makes its own
conventions, then have a look at Facebook, get in touch and look forward, not back!
If you’d like to be involved with all that the band does we’re specially looking for
some new recruits to our crew.They’re the valuable people who do all sorts except
play an instrument. Again, just drop in and have a cuppa and a chat.
Thanks for reading our news, just a couple of diary dates to finish:
Saturday 16 March - Spring Table-Top Sale, at the Town Hall, Cricklade, 11am to
1pm. If you’re a table-top seller, get in quick and call 01793 750516 to book your
table, for just £6. Setting-up is from 10am. If you’re a table-top browser, who knows
what you might find? The band itself will have our famous eat-in or takeaway bacon
rolls, home-made cake array, tea, coffee, games of chance and a raffle or two. See
you there!
Sunday 7 April - ‘Spring Forward’ Show – at the Town Hall, Cricklade at 7.30pm.
A concert of new season music you’ll know and love, with the up-and-coming
musicians of BandAcademy doing their bit too.Watch for the posters and Facebook
details - tickets are just £6, available from Cricklade’s Council Office or McFarlane
Sales & Lettings in the High Street.
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Beneath the Wool

My name is Michael Woodward and
I’ve got a small flock of Lleyn ewes at
Rogers Farm. I currently have 33 ewes,
which are a mix of pedigree and purebred Lleyns.The Lleyn breed originates
from the Lleyn peninsula in North
Wales. Lleyns were once an unfamiliar
breed of sheep in the UK, but in the
last 10 years, the breed has become the
fastest growing in the UK, and is now
one of the most popular due to the
ewes having great maternal instincts, as
well as being milky and quiet in nature.
My farming career started in
November 2015 while I was studying in
my final year at the Royal Agricultural
University, Cirencester. I started with 11 sheep which I put on the family farm which
had been rented out in previous years. My grandparents were the last people in my
family to farm this land. Stephen and Joan Woodward, my grandparents, had at most
20 dairy cows which they milked at Widham Farm on the opposite side of the road
to Rogers Farm. I always feel that my interest in farming comes from their influences
on me and the stories that they used to tell me when I was a child.
On Sunday 10th February it was time to see how well the ram had done at tupping
time, Bob Blanden paid me a visit. Bob is the local person who does the majority of
the sheep scanning around our area. He is also known to travel across to Hampshire
and the Isle of Wight, as well as going south down to Somerset. When Bob scans
sheep he uses an ultra sound scanner and he is looking to see how many spines or
heads he can see with it. This sounds a lot easier than it is, as I remember one year
he tried showing me and it is very hard to see! He can also tell you if the lambs
are alive inside, which is always useful to know. The results of the scanning were 26
Singles, 3 Twins and 4 barons, which isn’t a very good result. This is due to the very
dry summer we experienced which meant there was very little grass all the way
through the summer and the autumn. Sheep will usually have twins with several
singles so this shows how much impact the dry weather has had.
The lamb which is produced at Rogers Farm can be found in The Shack at Dora’s
Dairy at Quarry Farm. All the lamb that is produced is slow grown and grass fed.
There are several different cuts of meat available as well as mince, burgers, sausages
and chops.
Michael Woodward
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Purton Cricket Club

Purton Cricket Club volunteering opportunities
Purton Cricket Club is run and managed by volunteers. We can only really become
and remain successful, if enough people volunteer their time and energy in return
for the satisfaction of doing something really worthwhile and enjoyable.
Any help is very welcome, and in most cases you don’t need to have any knowledge
of cricket to help out. We truly value our volunteers in whatever capacity they
choose to help the club whether it is junior coaching, scoring, umpiring, helping with
the admin or fundraising.
Volunteering is very rewarding and has great benefits for both the club and individual.
Coaching:
All of our coaches are ECB qualified and we support the development of coaches.
However, our coaches could always do with a hand. A coaching assistant is a great
way to see if coaching suits you. If you would then like to continue coaching we aim
to help develop your skills and get qualified.
Umpiring & Scoring:
Simply put, cricket would not be able to start without officials. If you have experience
in the game but no longer wish to play why not turn your attention to umpiring. It’s
a great way to remain part of the game without all the aches and pains that come
with it.
Scorers are always needed to keep count of the runs. This is one of the fantastic
roles that you don’t necessarily need experience playing the game. Often parents
can turn their hands to scoring with the brand new ECB scoring app on the iPad
or with a good old pen and pencil. If you would like to volunteer your services as a
score please get in touch.
Administration Roles:
Our committee members are all elected volunteers. They always need a hand with
something, whether running to the supermarket to fetch squash for the bar, checking
the finances to ensure the club has a healthy bank balance or even arranging an end
of season awards function. If you feel that you could help with an admin role please
let us know.
Ground support:
Maintaining a cricket ground and pavilion takes a lot of time and effort, not only by
our brilliant groundsman but also with the help of volunteers, such as you.There are
always jobs that need doing such as cleaning, decorating, preparing food etc. If you
have some time to spare why not help!
Fundraising:
A massive headache for our club is finances. Fundraising is a big part of our club and
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events take place all year round, this helps keep the club a live ensuring cricket is
able to be played year after year. If you have any ideas or would be willing to host a
fundraising event please do not hesitate to get in touch with us.
Would like to start volunteering with us? Please contact us, tell us a little about
yourself and we’ll help you find a role which suits you.
Ian Bailey,Tel: 07919 366616, email: ibailey@ctdi.co.uk

Purton Cricket Club 1919

As no cricket was played during the war years the club was extremely short of
money and amongst fundraising ideas were the following, as reported in the North
Wilts Herald, 14th March 1919:
Dance – A very successful and enjoyable dance was held at The Angel Hotel on
Tuesday in last week. A committee consisting of Mrs Adams, Mrs Evans, Mrs Webber
and Mrs Wilding was responsible for the arrangements. A large company assembled
and a very pleasant evening was spent. The proceeds amounting to £5 10s were
handed over to the Cricket Club. The room was very tastefully decorated by Mr,
Mrs and Miss Wilding. Mr C Bowman was an efficient accompanist and Messrs J
Back and J Curtis were capable M.C.’s.
Reported in the North Wilts Herald 8th June 1919 was a second dance at The Angel
Hotel where £9 10s was raised for cricket club funds and where the patrons were
thanked for helping the club to restart cricket after the war.
Other ideas put forward in the January AGM included a whist drive and a rummage
sale in order to raise the necessary funds to meet the expenses incurred to purchase
the necessary equipment.
Cricket restarted early in season 1919 with a match against Swindon ‘A’ resulting
in a big win for Purton with the Woolford name dominating the scorecard – Eliot
Woolford scored 54 and Chris Woolford 61 not out. Both players took catches
and wickets.
The club also encouraged the revival of the Tennis Club. Summer sports had
returned after four years.
Joe Gardner 770681

We Record …

Funerals at St Mary’s Church:
31 January 2019
Ian Wooding (72)
1 February 2019
Bryan James Archer (84)
Funeral at North Wiltshire Crematorium:
2 February 2019
Marjorie Stevens (90
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The Great War Project
Part 68: Greece and Turkey

The Ottoman Empire captured Constantinople in 1453, bringing an end to the
Byzantine, or Eastern Roman, Empire. Following their war of independence (182132), the Greeks began to see in the decline of the Ottoman Empire a chance to
rebuild their Byzantine past. Even today, a Greek will call himself Romios. This
rebuilding became known as “The Great Idea”, Megali Idea). Later territorial gains
during the Balkan Wars and the acquisition of Crete, reinforced the idea.
At its height the Great Idea included the return of Constantinople (Istanbul) to
Greece as its capital together with the Hagia Sophia Cathedral (Holy Wisdom),
plus large areas of western Anatolia. In 1918, there were sizeable ethnic Greek
populations in Anatolian Turkey, especially in the province of Smyrna (Turkish Izmir).

The Treaty of Sèvres (concerning the Ottoman Empire, signed 10
August 1920)
The treaty stipulated that Turkey would renounce all non-Turkish territory and cede
it to Allied administration. Land in the eastern Mediterranean and beyond became
British Mandated Palestine and Iraq, and French Syria and Lebanon.
In Anatolia, a large area in the north west centred on Erzurum was given to Armenia.
An Inquiry was to be instituted to determine responsibility for the Armenian
Genocide in which up to 1.5 million Armenians died between 24 April 1915 and
1917.There were provisions for the possible creation of a Kurdish state in the south
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east, notably with most of the province of Van but without the city of Van itself
which was in the Armenian partition.The city has a large Kurdish population but was
historically associated with Armenia.
Greece received the territory around Izmir (Smyrna in Greek) and almost the
whole of Eastern Thrace up to a few miles from Istanbul, including Edirne (Greek
Adrianopolis). Since Turkey renounced almost all the offshore islands, those in the
Aegean were given to Greece, while the Dodecanese islands, which Italy occupied
after the Italian-Turkish War of 1912, were formally ceded to Italy.
In anticipation of the treaty terms, Greek forces began landing at Smyrna in May
1919 with Allied naval protection, ostensibly to protect the local ethnic Greek
population from Turkish reprisals. The Greeks quickly established a bridgehead and
secured Smyrna and the surrounding area. During the summer of 1920, before the
signing of the treaty, Greek forces penetrated some 130 miles east of Symna as far
the northwest towards Bursa.
Turkish War of Independence
The terms of the Sèvres treaty were harsh on Turkey and nationalist feelings
were heightened. Mustafa Kemal had been the Ottoman commander of the 7th
Army in Palestine during 1918. He resigned from the Ottoman Army on 8 July
1919 and the Ottoman Caliphate government issued a warrant for his arrest. In
September 1919, he assembled a congress of all Turkish parties opposed to the
Caliphate and the Allies and was appointed head of its executive committee. In
December 1919 elections were held for the Ottoman Parliament which resulted
in a landslide victory for the Association for Defence of Rights for Anatolia, led by
Kemal. The Istanbul parliament was dissolved by British forces on 18 March 1920.
New elections were held establishing a new Parliament in Ankara, titled the Grand
National Assembly (GNA), with Kemal as the Speaker. There were now effectively
two opposing authorities.
On 10 August 1920, the Ottoman Grand Vizier signed the Treaty of Sèvres. The
GNA stripped the signatories of the treaty of their citizenship and this started
the Turkish War of Independence. Kemal and the GNA gathered a National Army
to fight against the Caliphate army and its Allied occupation force support. The
GNA faced French and Armenian forces in the east and the Greeks advancing from
Smyrna in the west. In January 1920, the National Army advanced east to Marash
where they were victorious over the French-Armenian Legion. Between 5,000 and
12,000 Armenians are estimated to have been massacred after the battle.
By August 1921, the Greek army were defeated by Kemal’s forces at the Sakarya
River, 50 miles from Ankara (23 August -13 September 1921). The Allies proposed
to modify the Treaty of Sèvres in the face of Kemal’s successes, but the proposal
was rejected. In August 1922, Kemal launched an all-out attack on the Greek lines
at Afyonkarahisar in the Battle of Dumlupınar, halfway between Ankara and Smyrna,
pushing the Greeks back.Turkish forces regained control of Smyrna on 9 September
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1922. The Greek and Armenian quarters of Smyrna were destroyed in the Great
Fire of Smyrna on 14 September.
Because of the chaos of the fire, estimates of Greek and Armenian deaths vary
widely between 10,000 and 100,000. Between 50,000 and 400,000 Greek and
Armenian refugees were crammed onto the waterfront to escape from the fire and
were forced to remain there with no facilities for two weeks, before Allied ships
could evacuate them.
The Treaty of Lausanne (concerning the Ottoman Empire, signed 24
July 1923
Peace talks were resumed at Lausanne, Switzerland, on 20 November 1922. In view
of massacres by both sides in the War of Independence, the treaty provided for the
protection of the Greek Orthodox Christian minority in Turkey and the Muslim
minority in Greece. However, a population exchange had already occurred under a
convention that had been agreed between Greece and Turkey. Most of the territorial
changes outside Anatolia made under the Treaty of Sèvres were restated.
Apart from the Anatolian offshore islands, Greece lost the territorial gains from
Sèvres at Smyrna and in Western Thrace (European Turkey). Armenia was not to
retain the former gains at Erzurum and Trabzon, and the border was reinstated at
the pre-1914 line. Kurdish aspirations in the south east were rejected.
A more limited Regime of the Straits was created in order to protect the rights
of international shipping through the Dardanelles via the Sea of Marmara and the
Bosporus connecting the Aegean to the Black Sea. This was controlled under the
League of Nations until 1936.
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Postscript
King Constantine I of Greece was deposed by the army on 27 September 1922 and
was succeeded by his son, George II. After a failed royalist coup in October 1923,
the Revolutionary Committee sent George into exile in Romania on 19 December
1923 and he was officially deposed on 25 March 1924 when a Greek Republic
was declared. The monarchy was restored on 25 November 1935 and George II
returned to the Greek throne.
In 1934, the Turkish Parliament granted Mustafa Kemal the surname Atatürk, meaning
“Father of the Turks”, in recognition of the role he played in building the modern
Turkish Republic.
Rick Dixon
The book of this series, Purton in the Great War, is now available – price £15. If
you would like to buy a copy, please contact Rick Dixon on 01793 759123 or email
rickdixonmail@gmail.com. Profits will go to Combat Stress.

Latest news from Pips Community Café

Pips is very proud to announce that we have been
awarded five stars in the recent food hygiene inspection
- well done everyone!
We now have a small outlet selling products made by
local artists and craftspeople. At present have a wood turner, a ceramics artist, a
jewellery maker, a painter and a quilter producing small items for sale. Do come
along and see what is on offer.
On Wednesday February 27th a group of artists and craftspeople will have been at
the cafe offering larger pieces for sale and it is hoped to hold these days about once
a month. Look out for notices around the village.
If you are interested in producing items for sale from the cafe or at a sale day do
contact Marie Dempsey at marie.dempsey@live.co.uk or 01793 770826 to discuss
this further
The venue is proving very popular with various groups from the village, there’s
local childminders, an art group that meets regularly and we also host events such
as dementia information sessions and Parish Councillors meeting the village, all of
which went well.
Contact Mary using the details below you’re if interested in utilising the cafe for
weekly or one-off events.
Our opening hours for March will be: 9am-4.30pm Tuesday to Friday and
10am to 2.00pm on Saturday.
Contact us: marynettleton@hotmail.co.uk, 01793 772298
The Pips Team
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Have you read a book that you will always
remember, either recently or many years ago,
serious or funny, fact or fiction? Each month we
are publishing a review of a book that has meant
a lot to a particular reader, especially the reason
why it was so memorable. Purton Magazine
A Book I will Always Remember readers are encouraged to send in a personal
review of their favourite book; it need not be very
long. As usual, the copy deadline is the 10th of the preceding month and our contact details
are on Page 4.

Under a Pole Star by Stef Penney

Stef Penney is an author and film maker. A native of Edinburgh she has a Ph.D in
Philosophy and Theology from Bristol University. Her first book, ‘The Tenderness of
Wolves’ won the Costa Prize in 2006. It was followed by ‘The invisible Ones’. He
latest novel, ‘Under a Pole Star’ was shortlisted for the 2017 Costa Novel Award,
won the Wilbur Smith Adventure writing prize, and was a Richard and Judy Book
Club selection. She researches the backgrounds to her books very thoroughly,
writes well and tells a good story.
In April 1948 the ‘Snow Queen’, now in her mid-seventies, is on board the ‘Acturus’,
a Douglas C47 Skytrain, along with airforce men and scientists heading for Northern
Greenland. One of her co-travellers is a journalist who is intent on finding the truth
behind the Snow Queen legend and her expeditions in the 1890’s - Expeditions
which saw her UK-based teams competing with those led by an ego driven
American Lester Armitage. Both were seeking to map the known coastline, make
new discoveries, and even perhaps reach the pole itself, but at the cost of many lives.
Flora Mackie is the Snow Queen. She first crossed the Arctic Circle in 1883 when
only twelve. Following her mother’s death, her father, the captain of a Dundee
whaler, the steam barque ‘Vega’, decided she should accompany him, and his 50-man
crew, on his voyages to the Davis Strait. She experiences a winter trapped in the ice
and learns the culture and the language of the Inuit, as well as the art of the sextant.
At eighteen her wealth of practical experience gains her a place at the University of
Dundee studying meteorology, and later at London University studying maths and
physics. As a young woman in the 1890’s she had to constantly battle prejudice and
demonstrate her worth, first to herself, and then to the male establishment. She has
also to come to terms with her relationship with men, and the needs of her own
body.The socialist Iris Melfort provides a home and actively encourages her growing
ambition to become the leader of her own scientific expedition back to the snow
and ice of Northern Greenland. Against all odds she succeeds, but faces the ultimate
challenge of leadership; managing the conflicting egos of team members.
This is not, however, a linear novel and it’s not about just Clara. It takes many
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different coloured threads and weaves them into a complicated fabric. There is
Northern Greenland, the land of dark winters and sunlit summers, of frozen seas
and coastal meadows.The whaling and the whalers are central, and have a big impact
on the skilful Inuit. London society with its prejudices and plotting is a big influence
on Clara’s choices. In America there is an on-going exploration of the West and
there is building of the Brooklyn Bridge.
Against this background the skills, experience and values of the characters are
developed. Both loyalty and truthfulness are tested, and a deep and lasting love
flourishes. Self-centred Freddie de Athlone, a suitor, is the sponsor of Clara’s first
expedition. Armitage, the ego-driven leader of the American expedition is always
more interested in the story he can sell rather than the one told by the facts and
is happy to exploit the Inuit for his own needs. Jakob de Beyn, a Geologist with
the Armitage expedition is a true scientist with a deep understanding of ice and
glaciers and an early user of the camera to record evidence. He and Clara meet in
Greenland and both feel a strong attraction. Overtime this grows into a deep and
very passionate relationship. Penny describes this fully and well.
Tony Williams

Purton Farm Shop

A group of us from Purton Farm Shop went to see the film ‘A Plastic Ocean’ put
on by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. As a small business, we often get bogged down with
simply surviving so it was good to get back in touch with the reason we set up the
Farm Shop in the first place!
The film was produced in Bristol and features David Attenborough who went on
to create his Blue Planet series with ground breaking results. It’s heartbreaking in
places, seeing marine animals suffer, but inspiring too – we can change things!
If you missed the event, you can see the film on Netflix. You can also take on
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust’s ‘Waste Free February’ challenge and try and get all your
waste into a jam jar - I’m just doing it for a week! It really makes you think about
what you throw away. See www.wiltshirewildlife.org/waste-free-february for more
details.
Inspired by customer requests we are setting up a Refill Station in the Farm Shop.
Starting with BioD’s washing up and laundry liquids we can expand the range if you
tell us which products you would like.
We also have a range of natural cleaning loofas and sponges. They last for ages and
then you can compost them (and their packaging) or put them in with the garden
waste. The best thing is – they don’t smell!
Kate Robinson, Email: purtonfarmshop@gmail.com,Tel. 01793 771556,
Mob 07703 696229, www.purtonhouseorganics.co.uk
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Purton Historical Society

On the evening of 24th January in Purton Village Hall, the Purton Historical
Society welcomed a full house to enjoy an illustrated talk by Dr. Nick
Humphris on the Roman Villa at Chedworth, Glos. This is one of the
largest Roman Villas to be discovered in Britain. Nearly 2000 years old, it was, in its
heyday in the 4th century, a place of luxury and entertaining for the Roman Military
officers and local gentry. It had wonderful mosaic floors in bathrooms, dining rooms
and hall ways with exposed central heating systems.The Romans left Britain around
410 AD and the site fell into disrepair and became covered in soil. It was accidentally
discovered by the gamekeeper of Lord Eldon, who owned the land at the time, and
was enthusiastically exposed. He also built a small museum to display the finds. It
was taken over by the National Trust, who have opened it to the public, exposing
more mosaics, outbuildings and opened a cafe.
Chedworth is well worth a visit this year, and if you drive there you will approach it
along a dead straight Roman Road. Refreshments were taken, questions asked and
a vote of thanks moved. It was another enjoyable evening with Purton Historical
Society.
Jill Watts
Thursday 28 March 2019 at 7.30pm at Purton Village Hall – AGM
followed by Lincoln Cathedral – from Birth to Death and Beyond,
Kate Maddison
Kate summarises her talk as follows - ‘’God is my Refuge and Strength’’ - Psalm 46
Apart from Durham, there is no English cathedral so spectacularly placed as the
Cathedral Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Lincoln sited on a southern facing
escarpment 210ft above the River Witham. Over the centuries the cathedral’s
silhouette has changed due to the its topographical position and a variety of factors
where every century has seen a period of rebuild and repair and each generation
has seen a change in attitude throughout history. This presentation will encompass
the cathedral’s history on a journey that includes religion, architecture and artefacts
from birth to death and beyond.
Thursday 25 April 2019 at 7.30pm at Purton Village Hall – Secrets
of the Honeymoon Suitcase, Val Threfall - Further details in April
Magazine
Spring Lecture 2019: Wednesday 20 March 2019, 7.00 - 9.30pm
(approx) at Purton Silver Threads Hall
Pevsner Buildings of England, Dr Phil Coward
Purton and Local Area – Free ‘taster session’ The Pevsner Architectural Guides are
a series of guide books about the architecture of Great Britain and Ireland. Begun
in the 1940s by the art historian Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, the 46 volumes of the original
‘Buildings of England’ series were published between 1951 and 1974.
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Learn about how the Pevsner guide for Wiltshire (revised 1975) came into being
and consider the author’s perception of the built environment by using the original
text from the Pevsner guide and images of the buildings with reference to Purton
and the local area. This will include not only Purton but also buildings identified in
Ashton Keynes, Lydiard Millicent, Lydiard Tregoze, The Leigh, Minety and Oaksey.
Students will have opportunities to comment on selection and descriptions by the
author as well as identify changes that have happened since publication and any
omissions or corrections that they feel should be included.
You can enrol online at www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact WEA
Support Services, Suite 10B Joseph’s Well, Hanover Way, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS3
1AB Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: course enquiries@wea.org.uk Course ID:C3530383
If you have any queries please contact Mrs Marion Hobbs Tel: 01793 770185 roy.
marion@btinternet.com New Members and visitors always welcome
Janet & Tony Neate,Telephone: 01793 770117, E mail: tjneate57@gmail.com
Museum – Winter Closure/Grand Re-Opening
Update – although closed at present, our team are actively researching the origins
behind the village street names, which will be displayed at the grand opening,
together with the Joe Ricketts World War 1 memorabilia, on Saturday 6th April,
2019 10.00am to 12.30pm
Mrs Marion Hobbs Tel: 01793 770185, email: roy.marion@btinternet.com
Purton Historical Society Outing - Saturday 22 June 2019
Our summer outing this year takes us to Gloucester Cathedral and then a boat trip
on the Gloucester and Sharpness Canal, leaving Purton at approximately 9 a.m. and
returning from Gloucester at 4 p.m. The guided tour of the cathedral takes place in
the morning, then we move to Gloucester Quays for lunch (free time) followed by
a captivating 45 minute boat trip along the Gloucester and Sharpness Canal with
a running commentary. At the end of the boat trip there will be time for you to
wander around The Quays and/ or Gloucester Docks.
All welcome - Inclusive cost £28.50. Booking slips available at Society meetings or
from Clive/Liz Rushen, Email: cliverushen@btinternet.com
Booking required by the end of April
Mrs Marion Hobbs Tel: 01793 770185, email: roy.marion@btinternet.com

Purton Profferings

Unwanted items available free can be recycled here with a two-line classified
advertisement; contact details are on page 4.
• Five drawer wooden chest of drawers. Dimensions - 80cmW x 45D x 100H.
Please contact Jean Robson 01793 771390
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Julia’s house seeks participants for 2019 challenge events

Julia’s House, the Dorset and Wiltshire children’s hospice charity, is inviting people
to sign up to one of their Challenge fundraising events for 2019.
The five events offer an exciting opportunity to step outside your comfort zone
and achieve something truly amazing, whilst raising funds to help children living with
life-limiting conditions. Choose from a Jurassic Coast trek, a tandem skydive, two
cycle challenges – one through Mallorca’s stunning coastal scenery or one closer
to home in the Dorset/Wiltshire countryside – or you may prefer to pull on your
running shoes and take part in the popular Bournemouth Marathon Festival?
“By signing up to one of our 2019 Challenge events you can make a big difference
to the lives of local, life-limited children and their families,” explains Hannah Miller,
Challenge Events Manager for Julia’s House. “We rely on events like this to help us
throw a lifeline to mums and dads facing their own enormous challenges every day.”
The season begins on 8 June with the Jurassic Coast Trek – a challenging 13 or 26
mile hike which takes in breathtaking views along Dorset’s stunning coastline. Begin
the walk at Osmington for the full trek, passing landmark sights including Durdle
Door and Lulworth Cove, or join the trail at Kimmeridge for a shorter option as
you make your way to Acton Field Campsite near Swanage. All participants will be
able to celebrate their achievements with a complimentary hog roast and glass of
prosecco at the finish line.
Could you be brave for just one minute to help a child feel brave for a lifetime?
Take part in The Big Jump on 3 August and experience the thrill of a tandem
skydive, jumping from 13,000 feet under the control of an experienced instructor.
A dedicated contact at Julia’s House will give you one-to-one support all the way
and will be there on the day to watch your jump at the Army Parachute Association
near Salisbury.
New for 2019 is the Mallorca Cycle Challenge (12-16 September), an epic 4-day
adventure during which you will conquer the best and most picturesque climbs
on the island, including the iconic Sa Colbara, Puig Major and the breathtaking Cap
de Formentor. Exclusive to Julia’s House fundraisers, the Mallorca Cycle Challenge
offers a unique opportunity to test your cycling to the limit. Find out if this amazing
adventure is for you at a free information evening at the charity’s Dorset hospice
in Corfe Mullen on 26 February. David Williams, an experienced ride captain will be
on hand to explain all about the challenges of cycling in Mallorca. You’ll be able to
ask questions about the ride, get advice on fundraising from the Julia’s House team
and discover how the money you raise will make a difference to local children and
their families.
There’s also an opportunity to get on your bike closer to home with The Big Ride
on 22 September.Tough hill climbs, quiet rural roads and spectacular views combine
in this classic cycle event starting from the gorgeous Larmer Tree Gardens on the
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Dorset/Wiltshire border. Taking in a choice of two circular routes of 50 or 100
miles, The Big Ride is suitable for seasoned cyclists or anyone looking for a fresh
goal to boost their fitness.
If running is more your style, the Bournemouth Marathon Festival (5-6 October)
provides an irresistible combination of vibrant atmosphere, fresh sea air and fabulous
views. Best of all, it offers something for all ages and all levels of fitness, from the
challenge of a full-on marathon to a Kids’ K – meaning your family can run for Julia’s
House families.Anybody interested in signing up for a Challenge event can find more
information at juliashouse.org/challenge or call Hannah Miller on 01202 644262.
About Julia’s House
Julia’s House is a charity dedicated to supporting children with life-limiting or lifethreatening conditions living in Dorset and Wiltshire.The majority of these children
are unlikely to live into adulthood. It provides frequent respite and end-of-life care in
its hospices in Corfe Mullen and Devizes and in families’ own homes across the two
counties. As well as caring for children it also supports parents and siblings. Julia’s
House looks after the whole family, not just the sick child.
Julia’s House receives just 6% of its total annual funding from the government,
making it one of the worst-funded hospices in the UK. The charity relies on public
fundraising and donations for 94% of its income.
The service that Julia’s House provides has been rated ‘outstanding’ by the Care
Quality Commission. For more information visit www.juliashouse.org
Susie Carver, Marketing & Communications Officer
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and 6 - 9pm
bookings only
Sundays 3 - 5pm
Sunday at 7.30pm
Pub Quiz: Every
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Poker Night every
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Purton Placard

ST MARY’S CHURCH IN

VITE YOU TO
A Murder Mystery Ev
ening
On Friday 5 April 2019
in conjunction with PADS
Purton Village Hall, at 7.3
0pm
Tickets £10.50 to includ
ea
two-course meal
Bring your own drinks an
d glasses
Max 6 to a team
For details or tickets ple
ase call:
Sandra 770157 or Sheila
770970
Wednesday
20th March 2019
1 session
C3530383 19:00-21:00
Tutor: Phil Coward

Learn about how the
This Course is FREE
Pevsner guide for
e
the course
cam
5)
(197
To enrol please quote
Wiltshire
online
r
reference C3530383 either
into being and conside
gringin
by
or
rg.uk
wea.o
at
on
epti
perc
ors
auth
the
303 3464
t 0300
of the built environmen
by
text Supported
by using the original
e
from the Pevsner guid
and images of the
e
buildings with referenc
l
to Purton and the loca
area.
and Wales
registered in England
The WEA is a charity
(no. SC039239).
(no. 1112775) and in Scotland

Location:

Silver Threads Hall
High Street, Purton
Swindon
Wiltshire
SN5 4AE

Evening Talk

Taster – Pevsner
Buildings of
England – Purton
and Local Area

PURTON SURGERY PPG
Information Evening on Sepsis
Thursday 14 March, from 7.30-9pm
at Purton Surgery. Free tickets will be
available from the Surgery from
1st February 2019.
Quiz Evening with
Fish and Chip Supper
Friday 29 March, 7pm for 7.30pm start,
Silver Threads Hall, Purton
Bring your own drinks and glasses.
Teams of six, tickets at £9 each will
be available from the beginning of
February.

PURTON AGE CONCERN
Mysery Coach Trip
Wednesday 3 April, 10am.
Includes lunch
3Bs Evening
Friday 5 April at the Silver
Threads Hall. Enjoy Bangers,
Beans and Bingo!
PURTON SILVER THREADS
Easter Coffee Morning
on Saturday 13 April
10.00am - 12 noon
at the Silver Threads Hall
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PURTON EVENING W.I.

Cheese, Pudding and Port
Quiz Night
On Friday 12 April, 7pm for 7.30pm
start at the Silver Threads Hall.
Legendary Len is quiz master and
it’s £7 per person. Port included,
please bring any other drinks.
Call Barbara on 770818
or Anne on 772356
for tickets.
Lent Lunches
Will be served at Purton
Methodist Church on
Wednesdays 6th, 13th,
20th and 27th March from
11.45am until 1.00pm

Spring Open

Morning
Friday 8 Marc
h 2019
9.15am—10
.30am

Families with
children
in Years 4, 5
and 6 are
invited to se
e our school
during the w
orki
Book your FR ng day.
EE tickets on
:

tinyurl.com/B
radonForest2
01

9

bradonforest
.org.uk
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Invite you for coffee,
tea and biscuits
on Saturday 2 March
10.00am - 12 noon
to see our refurbishment
project which is now complete.

Groups are invited to submit
forthcoming events in, for, and on
behalf of the community Email:
mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

Purton and District Probus Club

The speaker for our meeting on the 8th January was to be our most
senior member, Peter Jinks. Unfortunately, due to illness, Peter was
unable to attend. At very short notice, two members, David Sweet and Paul Booy
offered an alternative talk. A show of hands elected to listen to “The World War 1
History of the Royal Flying Corps”, a PowerPoint presentation by David Sweet.
At the end of the first decade of the 20th century, aviation was in its infancy. John
Moore-Brabazon, who had learned to fly in France, in 1909, was the first resident
Englishman to make an officially recognized flight in this country. In response to
development of aviation in France and Germany, the British Government embarked
on the establishment of a military aviation service. Brig. Gen. David Henderson, a
Boer War veteran, who had recently gained his ‘wings’ at Bristol flying school, and
was already the Director of Military Training, was given a warrant in April 1912 to
set up the Royal Flying Corps. In May, the Central Flying School was established
at Upavon to train pilots, primarily for battlefield observation and reconnaissance.
Henderson, when war came, took a command in France.
Up until this time, the accepted method of watching the enemy was from a basket
slung beneath a balloon, but this had its limitations. Aeroplanes offered a more
flexible solution. Early flyers were gentlemen, and respected one-another. They
carried side arms only for self-protection. However, when the situation developed
into war, RFC pilots used any method available to bring down the enemy, including
throw sticks and ropes at their propellers. An occasion was reported when a British
pilot, using his pistol, forced a German to crash-land, then put down beside him to
check whether he was injured! One of the initial and most important uses of RFC
aircraft was observing artillery fire, behind the enemy front line, at targets that
could not be seen by ground observers. The position of an exploding shell was easy
enough for the pilot to spot, but the difficulty was communicating corrections to the
battery below. Dropping notes was not really the answer. This problem was much
improved by aerial photography and by creating maps with numbered ordinates.
Using such a map a pilot could send the information in Morse code by lamp or spark
transmitter.
As the war progressed it was inevitable that aeroplanes would be armed. The
lightweight Lewis gun was the preferred weapon, but mounting such a machine-gun
on a light aircraft without hitting the propeller was a problem. The first idea was to
armour plate a small area of the prop to deflect the bullet, Experiments indicated that
this was not the answer. A sliding gantry-rail mounted above the pilot’s windscreen,
so that the pilot could push the gun upwards to a higher position to shoot above the
arc of the propeller, was tried, but it meant that the pilot had to stand in the cockpit
with the joystick between his knees. Anthony Fokker, a Dutchman, came up with the
answer: The synchronization gear, which used hydraulic pressure from the oil pump
of the aircraft’s engine to interrupt the steam of bullets when the prop was in the
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line of fire. Unfortunately the RFC was much slower than the Germans in adopting
and perfecting synchronized firing and consequently suffered excessive casualties.
David’s talk included many of the heroes of the RFC, e.g. Lieutenant Harvey-Kelly,
who was the first British pilot to land in France after the declaration of war. Known
as the “Mad Major”, he won the DSO in February 1915. Major Harvey-Kelly was
killed in action in April 1917, flying a SPAD S.VII. Edward ‘Mick’ Mannock, VC, DSO
and Two Bars, MC and Bar, joined the RFC from the Army, served 3 tours on the
Western Front and accrued a total of 61 aerial victories. Hit by enemy ground fire,
he died in July 1918. Albert Ball, VC, DSO & two bars, MC, registered 43 Kills, but
died May 7th 1917, at the age of 20 yrs. The ‘Ace’ on the German side was Manfred
von Richthoffen, who, with superior armament claimed 80 kills, but he too did not
survive WW1.
David also included in his talk some of the founding fathers of the RFC: Hugh
Dowding, who twice commanded an RFC squadron early in WW1, and became,
in March 1915, Commanding Officer of the Wireless Experimental Establishment
at Brooklands, Dowding survived two world wars. Hugh Trenchard, who was not a
great flyer, became Commander of the RFC in France in the summer of 1915. He
is best known as the ‘Father of the Royal Air Force when, on 1st of April 1918 he
combined the RFC and the Royal Naval Air Service into one military unit.
The Royal Flying Corps lost 5364 men during WW1 and France, slightly more.
David’s talk pointed up the contribution that the RFC made to the success of Britain
and its allies in WW1, something that has not been widely recognised.
On Thursday 17th of January, several of our members joined with Highworth
Probus members for a visit to the Milestones Museum at Basingstoke. Here, a
network of streets is recreated as Victorian Basingstoke and 1930s Hampshire, with
shops, a public house, an ironmonger, artisans and engine manufacturers such as
Thornycroft’s. The Members enjoyed a wide variety of interesting exhibits.
At our meeting on January 22th, Dr Chris Scott gave a talk entitled Nelson’s Navy.
Chris began with an analysis of men likely to sign up. The average life-expectancy
in the late 1700’s was 55-60 years. Admiral Nelson, who joined the navy at 12
years, sailed as a Midshipman at 14 years, and became acting 4th lieutenant at 17
years. Having risen to the rank of Admiral, he died at Trafalgar, at the age of 47. The
majority of naval recruits were 18 – 22years, but some such as powder monkeys and
boy sailors were much younger. Gentlemen-officers also started their careers at a
young age. Voyages could last from 2 months to 8 years. Life on the high seas was a
“wooden world” with leave ashore only perhaps when re-watering and occasionally
a ‘Run Ashore’ when anchored in port.
Ships of the line were listed in 3 groups: 1st Rate, with 100 plus guns, 2nd Rate, 7498 guns, 3rd Rate, 64-72 guns. HMS Victory had a crew of 821 men, while a 3rd Rate
Battleship would carry a crew of about 650.Accommodation for sailors and gunners
was extremely cramped; Drop-down tables for eating and leisure, hammocks for
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sleeping. Duties were arranged in alternate shifts, but not of course in battle. The
Speaker, here, showed a detailed layout of a typical, five decked warship, with: 1,
The upper deck with Poop-deck, Quarter-deck,Weather-deck and Fo’c’sle; 2, Upper
Gun-deck; 3 Middle Gun-deck; 4 Lower Gun-deck and 5 The Hold. Lighter cannons
were mounted on the upper decks, increasing in bore-size toward the monstercannons on the lower deck. The larger guns required a six-man team, and to keep
dangerous amounts of powder away from the heat of the guns, this included a
powder monkey who carried supplies from the magazine.
The crew of a warship was made up of about 10% Officers and Warrant Officers.
Each bought his own uniform. White stockings were indicative of control, and
officers did no manual work. Every Officer was responsible for a specific task. The
Captain, solely in command, was assisted by 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and sometimes a 4th
Lieutenant. The First lieutenant was responsible for the organisation of the ship
and acted in the Captain’s absence. Other lieutenants were responsible for standing
watches, maintaining discipline and navigation. Among the Warrant Officers, the
Master sailed the ship, particularly in times of battle and kept the log; the Purser
commissioned supplies, issued the stores and kept accounts. Other WO’s oversaw
other specific activities, eg. Boatswain and Gunner.70% of the crew were Seamen
who were assigned various duties and rates dependant on their capabilities rising
from Landsmen, when unskilled, through Ordinary Seamen to Able Seamen when
they could ‘Hand reef and steer’. Almost 20% of the men on board would have been
Marines, who defended the ship, did the fighting and sometimes boarded enemy
ships. The statistics of Trafalgar are indicative of the Navy’s efficiency. The FrancoSpanish fleet lost half its ships, the English, none.
The Purton and District Probus Club meets every second and fourth Tuesday of the
month at 10am in the Red House Lounge.Visitors welcome. Programme for March:
12th Pub Signs, 26th Costa Rica.
Bob Stevens

Prospect Hospice

Prospect Hospice Spring Run 5k and 10k
Sunday 17th March 2019, Stanton Country Park, Swindon. Registration: £15
Suggested sponsorship: £100
Our brand new 10km and 5km routes will cover woodland, farmland and rough
track - a great event for regular runners and those looking to up their distance
or try off-road running. To register click on the link: www.prospect-hospice.net/
product/spring-run/
Make a brew, make a difference!
Bake a cake and put the kettle on! Invite your family, friends, colleagues, neighbours
or the general public for a cuppa and a slice of cake in return for a donation, and
help support the care and services we provide. Something as simple as a brew and
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a slice of cake could raise enough to pay for 24 hours of care for a patient on our
In-Patient Unit. So, go on, make a brew, make a difference! www.prospect-hospice.
net/makeabrew or call 01793 816161.
The Feel Good-a-Thon!
Start the New Year with a fresh challenge to make you feel good! If you’re thinking
of trying something new, want to give something up or just want to spend some
quality time with friends and family, Prospect Hospice wants to hear from you. Our
Feel Good-a-Thon is our annual fundraiser to encourage people to do something
that makes them feel good, and raise some money to help our patients feel as good
as they can.
There are so many different ways you can get involved, if you wish to take on a Feel
Good-a-Thon challenge or would like more information then please contact us on
fundraisingandevents@prospect-hospice.net or call us on 01793 816161.
Could you become one of our box collectors?
We are currently looking for volunteers to become box collectors in the Wroughton,
Royal Wootton Bassett, Brinkworth, Lydiard Millicent, Old Town and Penhill areas.
Our collectors are an important part of our volunteering team, collecting household
boxes within their neighbourhoods. Household boxes are an easy way for people in
our community to donate to the hospice, and box collectors enable us to continue
to raise funds in this way. If you are able to help, or would like some more information
on this role, please contact Alex on 01793 816163, or email alexandracooper@
prospect-hospice.net.
Easter Trail - 21st April, 10am to 1pm, Stanton Park
Join our Highworth Support Group at Stanton Park on the 21st April, between
10am and 1pm and take part in our Easter Trail. If you manage to complete the trail
you win a goody bag! Tickets are £5.00 per child and adults and children under one
year go free! If you would like to book you and your family a space this Easter please
contact Joan, from our Highworth Support Group on 01793 762853.
Spring Raffle
Enter our Spring Raffle today where one lucky winner is guaranteed to win a first
prize of £3,000. Wouldn’t it be great if it were your name on that winner’s cheque?
Each ticket costs just £1 and there are lots of cash prizes available to win. Last year
our two raffles raised an incredible £70,000 towards our care and services thanks
to supporters like you.
If you would like to sell any raffle tickets at your work, family gatherings or on a
coffee date with friends, email us or call 01793 816161.
Hollie Ricketts, Community Fundraiser
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