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Could 2018 be a white Christmas? Whatever the weather,
Purton looks forward to some festive fun this December.
Image: ‘The Skaters’ by Purton Artist, Alex Crump.
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Purton Contacts
Wiltshire Councillor
Doctor
Dental Surgery

Jacqui Lay
770704
Purton Surgery
770207
Church Street
770532
Philip Cooke
771022
Junior Church
Mary Hodges
770505
Library
Librarians
770870
(Mondays 2-5pm;Tuesdays 2-7pm;Wednesdays 10am-5pm; Fridays 2-5pm)
Luncheon Club
Pat Suddaby
771331
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12 noon, Silver Threads Hall)
Museum
Curator: Beth Farnham, bethaney23@icloud.com
Police/Fire/Ambulance
Emergencies
999
Police
Non-emergency
101
Age Concern Minibus
Hazel Woodbridge 770862
Purton Parish Council
Deborah Lawrence 771066
Purton Silver Threads
Brenda Cook
770431
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon,Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery
Purton Vets
771869
Health & Wellbeing Champion
Ellen Blacker
07557 922020
Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School
Secretary
770570
Pear Drops at Playclose
Sarah Grigg
07759 583566
Pear Drops Pre-School
Sarah Grigg
978536
(formerly Under 5s’)
St Mary’s Primary School
Secretary
770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith
email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk
Tel: 770077, 773031 (emergencies only)
Curate: Revd Judith Wells
email: judithwells36@googlemail.com
Tel: 770627
Wardens
Sandra Horsnall:
Jane Smith:
770157
772422
Administrator: Rosie Harris
administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages in the
centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister: Revd David Perkins
Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw,
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 8LT
Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Parish Priest:
Tel: 852366
Revd Father Lucas Rodrigues
Parish Deacon: Revd Terry Aspell Tel: 325681
Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon,Tues,Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest: Father Michael Robertson Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church
Services: Holy Days 7.0pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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From the Editors

With all the recent Armistice Centenary events and displays ringing in our ears and
captured in our memories, it does seem a little abrupt to think of Christmas but
the calendar rolls inexorably forward and there could be little more than a score of
shopping days left when you read this.
However, giving is a lasting link. True, there is little to equate bright, shiny seasonal
gifts with the final sacrifice given by all those brave men and women in the ‘war to
end all wars’ but in this issue of your magazine you will again find many examples
of local people giving their time and effort for others. The two aims of the ceramic
poppies element of Purton Remembers is well described on page 16 by organiser,
Bob Lloyd, who has given so much of his time and resources to ensure that Purton
does not forget the contribution given by villagers a century ago. In part 65 of his
Great War Project on page 56, Rick Dixon describes the immediate aftermath of the
Armistice while so many in the village have been pleased and proud to see all the
efforts given freely to make our Cenotaph look so good this special year.
Before remembering the Armistice, the staff at One Stop were setting the pace with
their Halloween fundraising event at the end of October which included the sale of
home made cakes, chutneys and jams. Along with an equally successful raffle, lots of
fun was had while they raised £800 to be put back into the village for good causes
– see page 63 for further details.
Pips, the new community café has only been open for a few weeks and is run entirely
by volunteers giving their time and culinary skills. On page 46 there are details of
what has already been achieved including the recent introduction of a loyalty card
for hot drinks giving a reward to repeat customers.
While on the subject, giving something to someone who isn’t expecting it would
make it a very happy Christmas this year.
Please ensure that your contributions for the January issue of Purton
Magazine are received no later than Monday 10th December as then
there will only be 9 working days to prepare, produce and print the
next edition before the Christmas holidays. Thank you!

86

Species of sea dwelling
mammals discussed by
Purton Probus
– see page 67

89%

Of votes cast in the local
referendum support the
Neighbourhood Plan
– see page 6
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£800

Was raised for local
causes by the One Stop
team at their Halloween
event – see page 44

Purton Parish Council News

Purton Neighbourhood Plan: Final Decision Statement
Date of publication: 5 November 2018
1. Decision
1.1 Following an Independent Examination and a positive referendum
result, Wiltshire Council has decided on 5 November 2018 pursuant to section
38A (4) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, to ‘make’ the Purton
Neighbourhood Plan (the ‘Plan’).
1.2 The Purton Neighbourhood Plan now forms part of the Development Plan and
its policies will be given full weight when assessing planning applications that affect
land covered by the Plan.
2. Reasons for Decision
2.1 With the Examiner’s recommended modifications, and additional modifications
made by the Council, the Plan meets the basic conditions set out in paragraph
8(2) of the Schedule 48 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, is compatible
with EU obligations and the Convention rights and complies with relevant provision
made by or under Section 38A and B of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act
2004 (as amended).
2.2 The referendum held on 1st November 2018 met the requirements of the
Localism Act 2011. It was held in the referendum area (consisting of the parish
area Purton and posed the question “Do you want Wiltshire Council to use the
Neighbourhood Plan for Purton to help it decide planning applications in the
neighbourhood area?”
2.3 The count took place on 1st November 2018 and greater than 50% of those
who voted were in favour of the Plan being used to help decide planning applications
in the neighbourhood plan area. The results of the referendum were:
Response
Votes Percent of total
YES		
631
88.87%
NO		
75
10.56%
Turnout 15.97%
2.4 Wiltshire Council has assessed that the Plan including its preparation does not
breach, and would not otherwise be incompatible, with, any EU obligation or any of
the Convention Rights (within the meaning of the Human Rights Act 1998).
3. Background
3.1 The Purton Neighbourhood Plan Area, situated in the north of Wiltshire,
comprises the parish area of Purton. The neighbourhood area was designated on
5th December 2016 as an area for the purpose of preparing a neighbourhood
plan in accordance with section 61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990
(as amended).
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3.2 Purton Parish Council (the ‘qualifying body’), submitted the draft Purton
Neighbourhood Plan, along with supporting documents, to Wiltshire Council 10th
January 2018 for consultation, independent examination and remaining stages of the
draft Plan’s preparation in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012.
3.3 Following submission of the draft Purton Neighbourhood Plan,Wiltshire Council
publicised the Plan and supporting documents and invited representations during
the consultation period 5th February 2018 to 20th March 2018.
3.4 In March 2018, Wiltshire Council appointed an independent examiner Liz Beth
BA(Hons) MA MRTPI Dip Design in the Built Environment to examine the Plan and
consider whether it should proceed to referendum.
3.5 The examiner’s report was received in July 2018 and concluded that, subject to
making the modifications recommended in the report, the draft Plan met the Basic
Conditions and should proceed to referendum. The examiner also recommended
that the Purton Neighbourhood Area (the parish area) would be an appropriate
area within which to hold a referendum.
3.6 Following receipt of the examiner’s report, in July 2018 Wiltshire Council
published a Decision Statement to confirm that the Council was satisfied that the
Purton Neighbourhood Plan, as modified, complies with the legal requirements and
could proceed to referendum. The Council also agreed with the examiner that the
Purton Neighbourhood Area (the parish area) would be an appropriate area within
which to hold a referendum.
3.7 A referendum was held on 1st November 2018 and 88.87% of those who
voted were in favour of the Plan. Paragraph 38A (4)(a) of the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 as amended requires that the Council must make
the neighbourhood plan if more than half of those voting have voted in favour of
the plan. The Council are not subject to this duty if the making of the Plan would
breach, or would otherwise be incompatible with, any EU obligation or any of the
Convention rights (within the meaning of the Human Rights Act 1998).
3.8 This Decision Statement and the Neighbourhood Plan have been published on
Wiltshire Council’s website along with details of where they can be inspected. This
information has also been brought to the attention of people who live, work or
carry out business in the neighbourhood area.
Signed:
Tim Martienssen, Director Economic Development and Planning, 5 November 2018
Purton Youth Club For School Years 4-7
Don’t forget to bring your young children along to the Youth Club held on a
Wednesday in the Village Hall from 6.15pm to 7.45pm for Purton resident children
only.
For more details please contact the Youth Leader Jude Deaman Telephone: 01242
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224 509; Mobile: 07787821798 Website: www.communitymas.co.uk. A facebook
page has also been set up under Purton Youth Club.
Councillors 2018-19
Chairman of Council/Charities		
Ray Thomas		
01793 951520
Finance & General Purposes
Vice Chair of Council/Chair of Burials
Neil Hooper		
01793 771066
Councillor				Helen Hicks		01793 778207
Councillor 				
Geoff Greenaway
01793 771140
Councillor				Kevin Law		07768 456989
Councillor				Sue Matthews		01793 771091
Chair of Play Areas			
Vicky McKerrow		
01793 778190
Councillor				Julie Ann Hurwood
01793 771066
Chair of Staff Sub			
Paul Grigg 		
01793 771066
Councillor				Sue Relfe		01793 771066
Councillor				Elizabeth Wilson		01793 771854
Councillor 				Emily Seabrook		01793 771066
Councillor				Grant Seabrook		01793 771066
Councillor 				Jim Reid			01793 771066
Purton: A Dementia Friendly Community
Do you belong to a community group or business in Purton? Can we come to one
of your meetings or premises and run a dementia friends session? Say yes, make a
difference and allow us to show that as a community we care. Make Purton proud
say yes to 45 minutes of your time to make a difference to those suffering and caring.
Alternatively come to one of our dementia friends sessions on the following dates:
Dates: 7th December at 10am and 7pm in the in the village hall.
New dates for 2019 will be published shortly.
For up to date information on the project please visit our website or
speak to the co-ordinator Deborah Lawrence at the parish council offices.
www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/dementia-friendly-community.aspx
December Meetings
Commencing at 7pm in the Village hall – members of the public welcome to attend.
Monday 3rd December		
Finance meeting
Monday 10th December		
Council meeting
Memory Stones
We now have three memorial tribute stones in place at the front entrance to the
cemetery. If you are interested in a memorial stone to honour a loved one who was
a resident in Purton at time of death, please contact the Clerk on 771066 or email
deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Planning
Permission Granted – Approved with Conditions
18/05422/FUL
Casa Paolo, Common Platt. Erection of 2 No dwellings and
conversion of existing restaurant premises to provide separate
self-contained dwelling house.
18/06774/FUL
Restrop Farm, Restrop Road. Erection of a single-storey link
between dwelling and ancillary barn.
18/07054/LBC
Restrop Farm, Restrop Road. Erection of a single-storey link
between dwelling and ancillary barn..
18/07352/FUL
73 Pavenhill. Proposed detached garage.
18/06148/FUL
9 Pavenhill Retrospective minor amendments to workshop/
studio (16/11701/FUL) inclusive of: addition of velux windows,
installation of WC and window, timber cladding of building
instead of render, installation of rear door.
18/07946/FUL
35 Stone Lane, Lydiard Millicent. Demolition of outbuilding
and swimming pool and erection of 1.5 storey outbuilding.
18/08015/FUL
Montana House, Pavenhill. Proposed rear extension..
18/08628/FUL
9 Hoggs Lane. Change of use of land from agricultural to
residential, the erection of greenhouses, tool shed and
compost bins (retrospective).
18/07972/FUL
6 Lower Pavenhill. Erection of replacement dwelling and
garage.
Footpaths Of
Purton
Please see one of the
amazing footpath leaflets
right that has been
designed by a resident.
These are available for
purchase from the office
if you prefer a A4 size at
a cost of 50p.
Charities - Business
Opportunity
Purton War Memorial
and Village
Centre
Charity has a business opportunity arising from 10th September 2018.
The Kiosk (currently known as Laura’s Kitchen) is up for lease and if you are
interested please contact the charities secretary for more information on 01793
771824 or email charities@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk
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We have set up a “GIVEASYOULIVE” site for the Purton Institute and Village Hall
Charity which once subscribed allows donations to be generated through online
shopping. No fees, no charges, free to register. Please take a look, share the link
between family and friends and let’s raise some pennies. www.giveasyoulive.com/
Community Speed Watch
The trained volunteers have been regularly carrying out speed watch sessions at
the determined sites and have recently been questioned regarding the speed limit
throughout the main road in purton (station road/high street). Please be advised
that although there are stickers on lamp posts, wheelie bins etc stating 20mph the
statutory speed limit is in fact 30 mph.
Community speed watch (csw) is a locally driven initiative where active members
of the community join together with the support of the police to monitor speeds
of vehicles using speed detection devices. Vehicles exceeding the speed limit are
referred to the police with the aim of educating drivers to reduce their speeds.
Speeding continues to be a concern for many communities. Volunteers receive
appropriate training and are supported by the neighbourhood policing team (npt)
staff.
If you are interested in knowing more and how you can be a part of this community
initiative please either contact Paul Grigg on paul.grigg@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
or Deborah Lawrence on deborah.Lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk or call
the office on 01793 771066.
How to contact the Parish Council
Telephone number 01793 771066, email address: deborah.lawrence@
purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk Website: www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Council’s letter box: The letter box can be found on the wall adjacent to the
side door (entrance door to the Parish Council offices) to the rear of the Library/
Institute.
Facebook, Twitter and Website
Just one click away will see you interact with the Parish Council. Events, road
closures, meet the staff, “did you know” photographs and much more. If you have
an event in the Parish that you would like us to promote on any of the above media
sites please contact the Clerk on deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
or call 771066. Find us at: Facebook: Purton Parish Council Twitter: @PurtonPC
On our website you can join up to receive regular updates which will keep you
informed of matters happening in and around the village such as planning information
and road closures etc. Please have a look at the site www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.
uk and sign up today.
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The Cenotaph

Before I start to talk about this year could I, on behalf of the Cenotaph
working party, thank John Lilley, and Amanda and Steve Hazell for the way
they have looked after the hedges over the years but through circumstances
have had to give up. Declan and David from the Parish Council have agreed to
do the maintenance now and, if their first effort is anything to go by they
will be doing an excellent job. Thank you.
What about this year’s display at the Cenotaph – what a tribute to the
men who gave their lives so that we can live as we are today. It was Paul
Booth’s idea about the soldier although I think one or two talked about
it at work at Booths having seen images of soldiers in other places.
However, it was felt it might get in the way originally but then the
Purton knitters, inspired by member Lorraine Goodall knitted lots
of poppies and wondered if they could put them on a net and lay
them along the back hedge. It was thought it would make a fitting
back drop for the soldier so Paul and his staff got busy looking at pictures to
get the right image. The end result you see at the Cenotaph – very fitting! If
anyone feels it would look better in another place let me know but so far the
praise has been overwhelming, so very many thanks to all concerned.
We tend to forget people like Mike Lawrence who sorts out the floodlighting
– he has even put a new one in for the soldier and the poppies. So many
thanks Mike, it always looks good. Another nice touch is all the poppies on the
lamp posts. There is no reason for anyone to forget the sacrifices that were
made with all this.
Could I also thank the working party who plant and keep the Cenotaph tidy
through the year. Now here is an appeal – we need some more helpers.
Usually we meet on a Tuesday morning once a fortnight for about one and a
half hours. There is no hard work just weeding, planting and generally keeping
it tidy. The Parish Council cuts the grass and hedges. The request is open for
men or ladies. I am sure you would enjoy it.

Tony Price – on behalf of the working party.
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Purton Remembers - Ceramic poppies

The ceramic poppy element of PURTON REMEMBERS had two aims; primarily they
were to be used each year as a growing installation to show in real time how the
Parish was affected by the Great War. Rather than just have one big show in 2018
like most displays I have each year incorporated them into the annual service (with
thanks to The RBL) not just to show how year on year that the casualty list grew, but
to also give them a name. Whilst the project continues until 2020, November 11th
will be the only time that the full commission will be together.
The second aim has always been for the poppies to find their way to living family
links or interested members of the community. The poppies will be available to
buy after 11th November, first shout given to family members who I have been
contacted by over the years. Remaining poppies will be available in the hope that
in years to come, long after the 100th anniversary commemorations they will be
forever remembered. Those receiving a poppy will also get information for the
individual remembered.
To date 15 poppies have been set aside after family links have contacted me. I have
a further 9 poppies that have been requested by community members who wish to
take one of the remaining poppies if available.
At this time there are 70 remaining ceramics available, the suggested price is £15
which will cover my costs for the commission and research elements.All my research
has been self-funded apart from the grants that I received from Purton Carnival for
presentation copies of my books and the Remount Memorial.
All money taken from sales of my books and talks given etc has been donated
to Service charities, my first publication in 2008 raised just over £1000 for The
RBL poppy appeal. Since 2010 my chosen charity has been COMBAT STRESS the
veterans mental health charity, established in 1919.
If people wish to pay more than £15 then that money will go to COMBAT STRESS.
Since 2010 I have raised over £3500 from my Purton research for COMBAT STRESS.
The list that follows on page 19 are poppies yet to be “claimed” by family members.
If you have a link to any of the following & wish to receive it after November
11th please let me know via a FB message with email address and the number/
name listed. If you are not a family member but wish to take one of the poppies in
remembrance to the Parish fallen, then again please let me know. If more people
than poppies are on the list i will prioritise poppies to those who contact me early
and move down the list.
As stated, living family links will come first but since 2007 I have received very little
contact so expect that there will be a fair number available. Many thanks. I will
contact individuals in the week following the 11th November to confirm if a poppy
has been allocated:
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1. BAILEY, Frederick Thomas.
2. BARTLETT, Richard Thomas.
3.
4. BLACKFORD, John Bertie.
5. BOOKER, William.
6. BRIDGMAN, Arthur Henry.
7. BROWN, Arthur Anthony.
8. BROWN, Herbert Gladstone.
9. BROWN, John Ranby.
10. BROWN,Valentine W Oakley.
11. BULL, Daniel George.
12. BUNCE, Albert.
13. BUNCE, Arthur Robert.
14. BURGESS, Francis John.
15. BUTCHER, George Edward.
16. CALDWELL, Nelson William.
17. COOK, Elijah.
18. CURTIS, Edward Frank.
19. DANIELS, Frederick Nelson.
20. DASH, Percy Edward.
21. DUNSFORD, Leonard.
22.
23.
24. EMBURY, Thomas Henry.
25. EVELEIGH, William Charles.
26. FISHER, Herbert.
27. FISHLOCK, Albert Victor.
28. GIBBS, Henry James.
29. GREEN, Mervyn Howard Tom.
30. HAINES, William James.
31. HAWCUTT, Esaw.
32. HAYWARD, Albert Edward.
33. HEDGES, Percy Thomas.
34. HICKS, George.
35. HOSKINS, George Thomas.
36. HUNT, Walter.
37. JAY, Lieutenant George Harvey
Brownrigg
38. JAY, Major Harvey Brownrigg.
39. JEFFERIES, Henry Reginald.
40. JONES, Reginald Arthur.
41. JORDAN, William.

42. KIBBLEWHITE, Charles James.
43. KIBBLEWHITE, Ernest Herbert.
44. LANE, Frederick Charles.
45. LANE, John Reginald.
46. LEACH, Albert.
47. LEWIS, Albert Job.
48. LEWIS, Harry.
49. LITTEN, Frederick Henry.
50. LOVELOCK,Victor Rowland.
51. MARTIN, Herbert.
52. MARTIN, Herbert Ernest.
53. MARTIN, Tom.
54. MATTHEWS, Alfred W.
55. MATTHEWS, Harry Robert Thomas.
56. MATTHEWS, Percy Charles.
57. McNELLEE, Edward Pritchard.
58. MERCHANT, Frank George.
59. MILDENHALL, Cecil John.
60. MILLS, Edward George.
61. MILLS, Frederick John.
62. NEW, William Charles.
63. OGBURN, Charles Robert.
64. PAGINTON, George Arthur.
65. PAINTER, Albert.
66. PARSONS, Albert James.
67. POUND, James.
68. RUMMING, Geoffrey Charlton Paine.
69. SAINSBURY, William James.
70. SAUNDERS, Edwin E.
71. SHOPLAND, Herbert.
72. SKUSE, Charles Henry.
73. SMITH, Sidney Rowland.
74. STALEY, Frederick William.
75. SUTTON, Frank.
76. SUTTON, Frederick Walter.
77. TITCOMBE, Francis Charles.
78. TUCK, William John.
79.VIZER, William George.
80. WILLIAMS, Edward James.
81. WOOLFORD, Edward John.
Bob Lloyd, Researching Purton (Wiltshire)
& The Great War.
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Purton & District Age Concern

We still have a few 2019 calendars and Christmas cards for sale.
Please contact Peter on 778119 if you would like to purchase
either item.
By the beginning of December all eligible pensioners in our area should have
received a Purton & District Age Concern £10 Christmas voucher and newsletter.
Below is a list of local shops and businesses who have agreed to accept our vouchers
this year.Vouchers must be spent between 1st - 31st December 2018, they will not
be accepted after 31st December 2018. Vouchers must be spent in one transaction
as change will not be given.
Please treat yourself to a little something extra for Christmas courtesy of Purton &
District Age Concern, it’s our gift to you during the festive season.
Thank you to all street wardens who deliver the Christmas vouchers and newsletters
for us, your help is much appreciated.
If you haven’t received a voucher and think you may be eligible please contact Louise
on 772558.
Shops accepting Purton Age Concern vouchers in December 2018 are:
Andrew Hiscock Family Butcher			
The Angel
The Bell Inn - Purton Stoke			
The Club on Station Road
Cyclecare					Flowers by Sue
Four Seasons - Chip shop & Chinese takeaway
Hair by Val
Greatfield Nurseries & Garden Centre 		
Lloyds Pharmacy
New Road Garage				
One Stop Shop
Pips Community Café, behind The Club on Station Road
Purton Farm shop				
Shear Success - hairdressers
Toomers Garden Centre
Unfortunately the Maharajah Restaurant are unable to take our vouchers this year
but Khalique has assured us the vouchers will be accepted the following year. Sadly
we have lost The Peartree and the Royal George from our list but have gained Pips
Community Café. If there are any other local businesses that would like to be added
to our list next year, please contact Louise on 772558.
We have our Grand Christmas Draw raffle tickets on sale at £1 for a book of 5
tickets. There are numerous prizes, including a hamper, spirits, wines, chocolates,
festive items and other goodies to be won. Please contact your street warden
or Peter on 778119 if you would like to purchase tickets. Remember the final
chance to buy our Christmas raffle tickets will be at the Christmas market outside
Pavenhill shops on Saturday 8th December. The prize draw takes place on Tuesday
11th December at 7.30pm at the Silver Threads Hall at the start of our committee
meeting, all are welcome to attend the draw. DONATIONS OF RAFFLE PRIZES
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WILL BE GRATEFULLY RECEIVED. Thank you in advance for your support.
Our Carol singing will take place at the Red House on Christmas Eve and our
Burns’ Night Celebration is on Saturday 19th January from 6.30pm at the Village
Hall. Please read my future events section for details of these and other events.
At our November committee meeting Peter informed us that Derek Lee has
resigned with immediate effect as he is moving away from Purton. Derek has been a
committee member for several years, in fact he was our treasurer for a while. Even
though he worked full time in his dry cleaning business in Royal Wootton Bassett,
Derek was always willing to help out at our events in his quiet, unassuming way. He
will be missed by all the committee and we would like to wish him and Pat all the
best in their new home. If you have a couple of hours to spare on the first Tuesday
in the month at 7.30pm why not come along to one of our committee meetings, we
are a friendly bunch, always on the lookout for new members with fresh ideas to
keep Purton and District Age Concern ticking over. Contact Louise on 772558 for
more information. Season’s Greetings to you all.
Future Events
Christmas Party - Our main Christmas party this year is on Saturday 1st December
from 5pm-8.30pm at the Village Hall. The cost is £6.00. The Merry Folk and Village
Voices Choir will be providing the entertainment and we will end the evening singing
some of your favourite Christmas carols. Please contact your street warden to see if
any places are still available. To book the minibus please contact Hazel Woodbridge
on 770862.
Minibus Shopping Trips in December - One of our minibuses will be going to
Stow on the Wold at 8.45am on Friday 14th December and to Cirencester on
Friday 21st December at 9am.To book your place please contact Hazel Woodbridge
on 770862.
Christmas Market - Our Christmas market will be held on Saturday 8th December
from 9am-12noon outside the Pavenhill shops. There will be sausage tasting,
cakes, bric-a-brac, books, mistletoe, 2019 calendars, Christmas cards and other
festive items to buy; also it’s your last chance to buy our Christmas raffle tickets.
DONATIONS OF CAKES, BRIC-A-BRAC, BOOKS & ANY FESTIVE ITEMS WILL
BE MUCH APPRECIATED. THANK YOU.
Carol singing on Christmas Eve - This will take place at 7pm on Christmas Eve at
the Red House. Mark Blackwell and his musicians will provide the music, so come
along and join in the carol singing. Mince pies and punch will be served during the
interval. All are welcome to attend.
Burns’ Night Celebration - This will take place on Saturday 19th January 2019 at
the Village Hall. Doors open at 6.30pm. The evening includes a three course meal,
dancing with a live band and caller and drinks will be available at the bar. The cost
is £20 per person and tickets are available from Jenny Barnes on 770339. Demand
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for tickets is usually high so to avoid disappointment please contact Jenny before
Christmas to be sure of getting a ticket.
Past Events
Auction - This was re-scheduled from March. Unfortunately it was a very
disappointing day, we made a profit of just £200.50. We had fewer items to auction
and fewer buyers to bid on the items. We feel the increased amount of online
auction sites are a contributing factor in the year on year decline of our auction.
At our recent committee meeting we decided to call it a day, we won’t be holding
the auction in future which is a shame but we must be realistic and move with the
times. We are extremely grateful to Roderick Wightman and his father before him
for presiding over our auctions for many years and would like to thank everyone
who supported us this year and in previous years.
Information
Fire Service & Bobby Van - If you need a smoke alarm fitting or checking please
contact the Fire Service on 0800 038 2323.If you need the Bobby Van please call
them on 01380 861155.
Minibuses - Please contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862 if you would like to book
the minibus. If you are thinking of volunteering as a driver or “shotgun” (driver’s
assistant) on the minibuses please contact Andy White the minibus secretary on
771656 or email him at andywhitepacmb@gmail.com New volunteers are always
welcome.
Tai Chi - We hold gentle Tai chi exercise classes at 2pm on Thursdays at the
Millennium Hall, which cost £4 for an hour session.The final class of 2018 will be on
Thursday 13th December. Classes will resume on Thursday 2nd January 2019. The
New Year is a great time to start exercising after the Christmas festivities! If you
would like more information about the Tai chi classes please contact Steve Rouse
the Tai chi instructor on 07956359924 or email him at wroughtonbodybalance@
gmail.com for more information.
Friendship Club - The Friendship Club is run by the Silver Threads committee and
meets monthly in the Silver Threads Hall. Please contact Jenny Barnes on 770339 for
more information. The next meeting will be at The Bell Inn at Purton Stoke where
the group will be having their Christmas lunch. The first meeting in 2019 will be at
Silver Threads Hall on Friday 11th January from 2pm-4pm, the cost is just 50p and
includes tea/coffee/biscuits. If transport is needed please contact Hazel Woodbridge
on 770862.
Louise Tidman

Prayer for Purton

This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works in:
The Fox,The Pry and Collins Lane
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Purton & District Luncheon Club

Have you any free time to spare? Would you like to volunteer at our Luncheon
Club? Once a month or fortnightly. We work on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
10.00am to 1.30pm. We provide lunches for the elderly. The lunches are held at the
Silver Threads Hall, High Street.We are looking for volunteers to help in the kitchen
and if you enjoy cooking and would like to cook for us that would be fantastic. It’s a
chance to help in the Community, and make new friends.
If you are interested please give me a ring, Pat Suddaby on 01793 771331

Purton Silver Threads

Lots of thanks yous this month, to the many people who have helped and supported
us over the past year – where has it gone?
Firstly the minibus crew, who turn up for every occasion bringing members to the hall
for various events on alternate Tuesdays. Bernice has organized the entertainment
and is planning next year’s programme – which we are all really looking forward to.
Members of other organisations have also helped, especially the Age Concern gang,
who did a brilliant job of cutting the hedge around the building – tidy for another
year!
Butcher’s Electrical Services and Technology have updated electrical appliance
testing, fitted a new water heater in the kitchen and hand driers in the toilets.
A hearing loop system has also been installed, everyone who uses the hall may
have the benefit of this equipment. We have organised coffee mornings and table
top sales for our funds and were able to take members to Dobbies for a cream
tea in August. I think I shall be visiting again! We thank all the speakers, choirs and
individuals who give their time and expertise to entertain us and bring laughter to
our afternoon meetings.
A carol service will be held in December and members will enjoy our annual
Christmas party; very festive with the decorations in the hall put up by Age Concern
and left for everyone to enjoy. This year we are very fortunate to have a generous
donation of £250 from staff at One Stop, who organized an event for Halloween,
thank you for thinking of us, we shall certainly have a great time.
All our meetings are advertised in the magazine, so if something attracts your
attention, just come along one Tuesday, you will be made very welcome.
Lastly, I would like to thank the Silver Threads committee who meet every month
to discuss the maintenance of the building and forthcoming events. We have been
extremely fortunate to welcome on board Lyndsey Hall as our new treasurer.
Brenda will still continue to take an active role in the running of the club ad take
hall bookings, and Joan continues as our efficient secretary. All volunteers are a huge
help, thank you. May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas
and a happy and peaceful new year.
Jenny Barnes
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Remembering Mrs Brenda Lilley

I felt that I would like to write a tribute to Brenda Lilley but how do you give a
person like Brenda the credit she deserves for all she has done, not only for Age
Concern and other organisations that she has constantly helped, but the individuals
around the village too numerous to mention but you know who you are. She would
take people shopping several times a month and on trips to the surgery – in fact
her family called her the Purton taxi. She only passed her driving test in her forties,
after the fourth attempt, and driving gave her a lot of pleasure and also other people
as well. She would do anything to help anyone and that showed by the number of
people who atttended her funeral, well over two hundred.What an image to inspire
us all she was – despite her illness she could always give you a smile and a cheery
word, never a moan and still helping where she could.What a great asset she was to
the village, doing things quietly, she will certainly be missed,
Brenda was born into a family already having nine other children, seven girls and
two boys, although no-one could understand why Brenda was born at Bradfordupon-Avon. However we all knew that she lived in Witts Lane with her family. I do
not know much about her early life. She went to Purton School and this was quite
a way to walk bearing in mind that she would walk home for her dinner so that was
twice each way. It was better in the summer as the children could have a short cut
up over two fields, coming out opposite where the vet is now. Of course in those
days it was Mrs. Kennett’s sweet shop.
I wonder if she played on the tree trunks that used to be stacked on the Common,
having been hauled from Brockhurst by Curly Smith and his team of horses. One
of the things that fascinated people living in Witts Lane was how Mrs. Pratt used to
call the children in from playing by name, first Brenda, then Sylvia, Doreen, Barbara,
George, Pam, Rita, Sheila, Cynthia and Cecil, although I presume the oldest stayed
out longer or had probably started work.
Brenda spent a lot of time in Upper Pavenhill with her friend Sylvia Kinnett – yes
this was another walking exercise she did – no wonder she was so fit. They went
to school together at St. Mary’s, started work together at Garrards going up on the
twelve minutes past seven train from Purton Station. They went dancing together,
in fact that is where Brenda and John first met, at a rock and roll dance in the hall
behind the Angel. Sylvia and Brenda were friends for seventy years without a cross
word.
The relationship between John and Brenda grew – I think it was love at first sight
and Brenda persuaded John to take up lodgings at the Hyde. Romance blossomed
and they were married at St. Mary’s Purton in October 1963 holding their reception
at the Red House. This would have been in the room over the top of where the bar
is now. Dry rot was discovered there and all had to be pulled down and rebuilt to
what we have today – a lovely complex in memory of the men who gave their lives
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in the 1939-45 war. Sorry, my emotions are running away with me. The reception
was followed by a marvellous honeymoon in St. Peter’s Port, Guernsey. There was
a little set back here as they both had to give up their jobs to go on honeymoon.
That didn’t deter them as, when they came back, John and Brenda – or should l say
Mr. and Mrs. Lilley – went to Seven Kings in Ilford, Essex to live with John’s parents
with Brenda working in Plessey’s there. I wonder if Brenda was a little homesick and
had John liked his taste of Purton because they both saved very hard for a deposit
on a house and it must have helped living with parents. They succeeded because
in 1964 they put a deposit down on a house in Vasterne Close and lived there for
many happy years with daughters Amanda and Sharon. Then about ten years ago
they moved to Highridge Close. Brenda cried “I am going to love it here” and she
did.They had a conservatory built and one of Brenda’s joys was to sit there watching
the birds on the feeders that John had fixed up for her. Brenda did all sorts of part
time jobs when the girls were growing up so that she could take them to school
and meet them.
Brenda learnt to knit at school – who taught her, was it Miss Wheeler who lived at
Callow Hill and drove a little old Austin 7? During petrol rationing she would switch
the engine off at the top of Pavenhill and free wheel to the crossroads at Braydon.
We all learnt to knit when I was at school; just plain I could manage. Brenda was an
excellent knitter doing the blanket squares, jumpers for the grandchildren, babies
hats, with her friend Jan Maxfield. for GWH also items for the shoe boxes, so she
put it to good use. Do they teach knitting at school now?
What about Brenda and John’s involvement with Purton Follies who used to do
concerts in the village hall. These were always great fun and they would also put a
float in Purton Carnival. Brenda was a shy person and didn’t like her photo taken
or really to appear on the stage. The photo of Brenda on the front of the order of
service was one when she was acting and she couldn’t do anything about it.Although
she was shy Brenda did enjoy dressing up.What about the Follies flea circus – called
Fanny’s flea circus. They had a piece of cord from one chair to another and the fleas
were kept in a tin and it was Brenda’s job to look after them. John would go to the
tin, take out a flea to walk along the cord. All was well until the third time – Brenda
had to drop the tin and John told her off on the stage and then they both started
scratching. The front row of the audience started doing the same and this spread
through all the hall! People’s imagination was running away with them as there were
no fleas at all. John and Brenda also did a scene called blind date which I thought was
very funny when I saw it. The end of the scene was a meal for two and they got a
couple out of the audience for this blind date up on the stage with a table all nicely
laid in a proper manner. They were asked questions and then came the time for the
meal. In comes Brenda all nicely dressed as a waitress carrying this tray with what
we all thought was fish and chips wrapped in newspaper which was hilarious enough
but then, on opening the newspaper all that was inside was a packet of crisps. What
was nice was the couple from the audience took it in the fun of the evening.
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What a lovely nature Brenda had – she would help anyone. Here is a little example
- they loved going on holiday to Teignmouth. A year after getting married they were
looking in Dalton’s weekly for somewhere to go on holiday and picked Teignmouth,
liked it and went there for fifty years. They used to go in the Royal British Legion
Club there (did they have bingo I wonder?) and they got to know a lot of people
who became friends. There was one called little Fred who used to make up all the
poppies there ready for the sellers of the area. Brenda asked him if he would like a
hand. Fred said ‘I’m ok’ but the next thing you saw was Brenda sitting in a deck chair
on the beach making up all the poppies – there were hundreds. Talking of poppies,
she was a collector in Purton for many years, in fact she received a badge from the
Royal British Legion for long service, I think that was for 25 years. She also received
a badge for giving blood – was it fifty times? - she was very proud of this and rightly
so.
Many of you would know that she was an Avon lady for about thirty five years I
believe. Was this a social thing as sometimes she would be out for five or six hours
without making a sale but having a good chat and doing little things for people.
Mind, she would have a few cups of tea here and there and people always loved to
see her. I think she must have been one of the best raffle ticket sellers I know for
Purton Cricket Club, Cricklade Cricket Club, the Royal British Legion and Puton
Age Concern and she never handed any back unsold. Very often she would come
back for more to sell.
What do you do when looking for someone to help you – always ask a busy person
– so when we started our Age Concern street warden scheme Brenda was our first
choice and she certainly turned up trumps. Of course we had two for the price of
one as John would always help – that was the sort of couple they were. We have
so much to thank them for and so have the elderly in Vasterne Close that Brenda
looked out for.
Brenda certainly loved her bingo. How long have they been running it for Purton
Workman’s Club on a Sunday night? I have a feeling it used to run on two nights but
perhaps that was before their time. Brenda would go to various places to play – the
Jenner Hall at Cricklade and Rodbourne Cheney Club on a Thursday and it was so
nice that all her friends from these two venues were at her funeral. If she won it was
a bonus but she just loved playing bingo. Brenda and John have been running our
bingo nights in the Silver Threads Hall for us when we have our ‘bingo, bangers and
beans’ evenings, making us between five and six hundred pounds at a time. Brenda
would always bring us a lovely basket of fruit for a raffle prize.
Another of Brenda’s loves was baking, making cakes not just for the family but for
various organisations to raffle or sell. She was so generous and what about a few
years ago when she made two hundred scones to do cream teas at Cricklade Cricket
Club. But for her the big event was the Christmas cake – I wonder what she wished
for when making it, nothing for herself knowing Brenda. She also loved gardening,
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although not so much the digging but looking after the plants, dead heading to make
sure they would carry on blooming. She also loved using the fresh vegetables which
John had grown.
Later on in life the family persuaded John and Brenda to take some foreign holidays
and first they went to Minorca with the family and caught the bug later going to Ibiza
and many Greek islands. One of Brenda’s favourite places was Hannia in Crete and
they still laugh about Brenda going up into the mountains on a donkey. But they still
found time for Teignouth.
I have mentioned about her love of bingo but what about her love of playing cards.
All the Lilley family had to learn how to play crib – that was from John’s side – I
would think however that Brenda was no mean player, standing in for John’s team
when he was short. Last year John and Brenda teamed up in the Cricklade summer
crib league which they won.
It is hard to give Brenda the credit for what she was and what she did. There were
over two hundred people at her funeral and I would bet that she helped everyone
one way and another. Judith did an excellent service which had been well thought
out between her and the family. The donations for the Age Concern new minibus
appeal totalled £10,672 and we are so touched that the family wanted donations to
go to this. Amanda, Brenda’s daughter, wrote a poem about Brenda which she read
at the funeral. It was so touching and gave a better insight into her life than I could
which I am sure you will agree when you read it after my piece.
Thank you Brenda for being you and the inspiration you were to us all.
Tony Price
Amanda’s poem – ‘Things mum would like to share with you’
Washing and ironing were favourite chores of mine
And on a windy day, hanging clothes out on the washing line.
I loved a train ride to Torquay and a foreign holiday in Crete
But I wasn’t too happy the day John decanted his bike oil using my clean white bed
sheet.
Eyes down, look in, I’m only waiting for one number. Bingo!
Now John, let’s go home and watch the birds feeding
in the garden, through the conservatory window.
I’ve got some raffle tickets to sell. Oh go on then mum I’ll have one.
Have a look in the drawer in the bedroom and see what there is, as I
want to give Colin and Sylv a raffle prize. OK.
Right, come on Mand, be brave
as the drawer is like going into an Aladdin’s cave!
That’s lucky, there’s a bottle of wine,
as it could easily have been a tin of carrot and coriander soup this time!
Do you want a cup of tea mum, oh yeah, go on then.
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Have a look in the tin, there might be a scone but hurry up as dad
will eat it and it will soon be gone!
Apple, coffee and walnut, Christmas, Bakewell tart, to name a few.
Whichever it is you can’t beat a bit of our Bren’s homemade cake can you?
Cast on, knit one, pearl two, cast off, another little baby’s hat.
Lola’s curled up by my feet at the end of the sofa.
John’s lit the woodburner and drawn the curtains.
Let’s put the telly on, it’s another busy day over.
A carrier bag sitting on the draining board, ah must be
the delivery of Ian and Andrew’s cricket trousers covered in green.
How lucky for them, nanny was the stain remover queen!
Fifteen two, two’s four and I’m out. There’s nothing like a 5 nil win!
Stan, get the sandwiches out for the crib team but I’ve made a leek,
stilton and walnut pie for you Bling!
I loved my black cherry scented yankee candle.
John have you been down the allotment, dug up the veg and
mended that fork handle!
I loved the two Ronnies, Del Boy and Rodney and watching
Liverpool play during match of the day.
Millie, here’s some money to try and win tickets on the pier.
Maxwell, don’t tell grandad but here’s £10 to buy some beers.
Manda and Sharon go on, treat yourselves.
This gave me more pleasure than spending on myself.
Hello I’m your Avon lady, I’ll leave you a book
and call back in a couple of days, to give you time to have a good look.
Tomorrow for the Royal British Legion I need to get out and sell
poppies galore
then ring round and get numbers for the Age Concern mystery tour.
Curtain up, light the light,
We’re all ready for the opening night.
Do you remember the sketch of singing in the rain with all the
different coloured brollies?
AHHH, it was so much fun being a member of the Purton Follies!
I really enjoyed listening to Auto B Band, could not believe it
when Steve played the guitar and started bouncing around!
I remember going home with a bit of an aching head, that night
they played their first gig at the Silver Threads!
There are many treasured memories from my favourite place of all.
Do you remember sitting on the back beach and watching waves
crash over the sea wall.
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Some of the best times I had were family holidays at Teignmouth in Devon
but sadly I can’t go no more as it’s time to take my place in heaven.
I lived a happy life and never complained.
Although in the early days money could be a bit of a strain.
I had lots of friends and kept my loved ones always near.
I took what came along and shared some tears.
But life had become a struggle and now it’s time to go
so don’t be sad but celebrate that you knew me as
I was very pleased to have known you.

Church Floodlighting

Nov 19 St Mary’s was floodlit in memory of Duncan Bamford on his
birthday. Always loved and sadly missed by Jean, Gary,Tracey and
Howard and family
Dec 9
The Church will be floodlit in loving memory of our lovely Mum Elsa
Trotter to celebrate her 90th birthday. Also our lovely aunt Carole
Carey to celebrate what would have been her 75th birthday. Both dearly
missed and always in our hearts. Loved by daughters Jude, Deb and Steph.
Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren: Great nieces and nephews and
Great great Nieces and Nephews xxx.
Dec 14 St Mary’s will be floodlit on the occasion of the Golden Wedding of Lynne
and Maurice Watkins.
Dec 19 The Church will be floodlit for my wife Elsie Goodings on what would
have been her birthday. Pete Goodings.
Dec 24 & 25 Happy Christmas to all Purtonians
Dec 31 St Mary’s will be floodlit in memory of Barbara and Nelson Woolford.
We wish you a Very Happy New Year
If you would like the Church floodlit for a special date, occasion, or memorial, please contact
Libbie on 771018. The cost is £20 for one evening and it would be helpful if the date is booked
at least a month before the chosen night. A short announcement can also be published in this
magazine at no extra cost.

Purton Profferings

Unwanted items available free can be recycled here with a two-line classified
advertisement; contact details are on page 4.
• 2 part used sets of HP Printer cartridges – 364 used for HP Photosmart
6520 which has died! Hazel Woodbridge 01793 770862
• Also Well-rotted compost free to collector. Hazel Woodbridge 01793 770862
• Wooden chest of drawers painted with 4 drawers dimensions - H 3’ x W
2’7”x D 1’5”. Please contact Sandra Horsnall 01793 770157
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In memory of Carole Holland

Carole was born on the 27th March 1945 in Swindon and went to school in Drove
Road. She was cared for by her older sister Sheila while her parents were running a
local shop. The family moved to Vasterne Close in Purton in the early 1960’s. Carole
met a local lad, Mick, and they were married in 1962 whereupon she became Mrs
Bartlett. She settled into married and community life and in 1964 Alison was born
and in 1965 she gave birth to Sue.
Now a happy family unit she enjoyed part time work at the local school and moved
from cleaner to dinner lady and then to cook which was where she excelled. A
very organised lady whose house was always spick and span and whose cooking,
especially cottage pie and scones, was legendary.
She was always very proud of her grandchildren and of course the great-grandchildren
who were a great joy and although hard work, enjoyed being involved with them
through their growing up period and continued to support them while she was able.
She very much enjoyed entertaining and became involved in many village
organisations including The Helping Hand Club and the Co-op Women’s Guild and
with Mick she became involved in performances with PADS and at the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee celebrations sang ‘Bridge Over Troubled Waters’ solo on stage as part
of the entertainment. So if you went to Carole’s funeral you now know why that
song was played during the reflection time at the service.
Mick was a keen bowler and although Carole enjoyed her darts and played with
the Red House team, she was lured out onto the bowls green where she became
one of the best bowlers the club has ever seen. She went to the national finals at
Leamington Spa on many occasions; her best achievement was to win the all England
Benevolent Triples. She also won many accolades locally for her prowess.
She always insisted on being correctly dressed for matches and wore pristine whites
always with her hat on. Brenda Carrs remembers coming back from Highworth in
the car with Carole and the car behind bumping into them when they had to stop
suddenly, Carole jumped out to have a word and got back into the car laughing
loudly as the occupants of the other car thought she was a police woman in her
outfit and were worried they might be in trouble. Her sense of humour was enjoyed
by all; she had a very witty reply for any comment made. She was held in very high
esteem by all of the local clubs and became assistant Secretary for Wiltshire.
Unfortunately Mick died in March 1999 and that larger than life character had left
her, but Carole managed to cope with the help of her friends and support from her
family and started to rebuild her life. Max Holland had always been a good friend to
both Mick and Carole and they became a couple in 2003 and married in June 2005.
They travelled on the Orient Express for their Wedding Reception, a memory that
will stay with the family for a long time. Max is also a bowler so she continued to
play in club and national competitions until she was taken ill in 2015. She was always
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proud of Alison’s achievements in bowls as she followed in her mother’s footsteps,
even eclipsing her by winning the British Isles Triples Competition held in Ireland
last year. Sue got involved in catering in a big way whilst she owned the Club in
Cricklade, so Carole passed on two of her skills to her daughters.
Her family meant so much to her, and it was sad when two years ago Carole, Alison
and Sue all had spells in hospital at the same time. She moved to Abbey House Care
Home in July 2016 where she was well cared for, and Jean Warren her long-time
friend, recalls that she was still able to take command, even having a pinafore with
‘The Boss’ printed on it that she wore when she was able to help out in the kitchen.
Jean was a big part of Carole’s life and visited her regularly right up until the end.
On the role of actors on the PADS play ‘Dick Turpin’ it listed Carole as ‘a woman of
many parts’, how true.

Health & Wellbeing Champion

Sitting in my office it is really chilly today. Frost season is upon us and on goes the
heating. More people than you think struggle with the cost of heating. For those of
us in the rural villages, we rely on electricity or oil, both of which are expensive and
oil purchases mean careful budgeting to afford the cost of filling the tank! Although
cheaper, gas is expensive too. It’s wonderful that at this time of year Wiltshire
Community Foundation run their Surviving Winter Grants which collects funds
from those who would like to donate and ensure that the money is distributed to
those in need. See the information in the magazine and please do contact me for
more information.
To be eligible for a grant someone must;
• be considered to live in fuel poverty (spend more than 10% of their annual
household income on fuel to keep their home warm and in a ‘satisfactory’
condition)
• be in receipt of eligible means-tested benefits
And fall into one of the categories below;
• be pensionable age and affected by fuel poverty
• be of working age with a disability or a long-term health condition which affects
their ability to keep warm
• be in receipt of Better2gether childcare funding for their 2 year old
Please get in touch if I can help with any of the above.
As ever, I am around for general help and support on a wide variety of issues
including transport, mobility and safety around the home and reducing the feeling of
loneliness. Give me a call on 07557 922020 and leave a message. I will get back to
you as soon as possible.
Ellen Blacker, Health & Wellbeing Champion
Tel: 07557 922020 or Email: ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk
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Purton & Green Gable Surgery PPG

Cheese and Wine evening – raising funds for
Brighter Futures at GWH
This event was very well supported, thank you to all who helped us raise £804.19
for Brighter Futures.We received a number of donations for Raffle prizes from local
businesses and would like to thank: Purton House Organics Farm Shop; Andrew
Hiscock, Butcher; Michael Hart, Butcher; Hair by Val; Delicious Delights - Catherine
Young (cake); Motability - Willie McIvor; Cricklade Pet Shop; Jicsaw Thai restaurant;
Chutney Indian Restaurant; The Ancient Raj Indian Restaurant; The White Hart Pub,
Waitrose & Partners;Tesco.We handed over a cheque to Cat Newman on Thursday
8 November and there should have been a report on this in the Swindon Evening
Advertiser on Thursday 15 November.
Repeat Prescriptions
The Practice has reported an increasing number of patients who are contacting the
surgery as they have run out of medication (up to 20 patients every day!).
This is causing significant problems for surgery staff and other patients, as receptionists
are taken away from answering phones and GPs may have to be interrupted to sign
prescriptions – meaning clinics may run late. Patients should order their repeat
medication 7-10 days before they run out.
Table Top sales in waiting room
Our first sale was on Monday 5 November and raised £92.30 towards the
Dermatoscope. We will be holding our next Table Top sale in the waiting room in
Green Gable Surgery, Cricklade on Friday 23 November. In December we will be
holding one in Purton Surgery on Thursday 13 December. If you have items you
would like to donate then please hand them to one of the receptionists. We would
also like to express our thanks for the two very generous separate donations we
have received towards the Dermatoscope.
‘Flu Clinics
The raffle held at the ‘Flu Clinic on Saturday 13 October raised £195.60. We will
be holding another Raffle for a Hamper at the next ‘Flu Clinic on Saturday 17
November. The proceeds from both raffles will be put towards the Dermatoscope.
Next Information Evening - Sepsis
Our next Information Evening will be on Thursday 14 March, from 7.30-9pm in
Purton Surgery when the subject will be Sepsis.Tickets (free) will be available nearer
the date.
Serving patients in Purton, Cricklade & surrounding communities
Sheila Fowler, Secretary, Purton PPG

Page 35

Purton Post Bag

The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where
space and content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted
for publication without the proper name and address of the
correspondent being supplied. However, these details may be
withheld from publication if requested.
War Memorial team have
done us proud
In early October, after stopping her car
at the Purton Cenotaph, a visiting exPurtonian spoke to the men (mostly
pensioners) working on the war
memorial, and said how much pleasure it
always gave her just seeing how beautiful
it always looked. Thank you very much
to that lady, needless to say, it was very
much appreciated. It looks stunning and
is a thought-provoking way to remember
the World Wars, thank you Purton
Pam Stevens
Congratulations!
…To Richard Pagett, formerly Chairman
of Purton Parish Council, who has
recently been appointed as full Professor
in the field of Sustainable Development
at the European Centre of the United
Nations University of Peace.

Thank you
We would like to thank everyone who
came to pay their respects to Brenda
Lilley at her funeral on the 24 October
at St. Mary’s Church. Brenda loved the
people of Purton and the village she
lived in, she also had many friends who
lived outside of Purton but everyone
who knew her showed their love for her.
We will all miss Brenda so very much but
when it was her time to leave her family
and friends, the service in the church
was so fitting for a Purton girl.The family
are overwhelmed by the cards, tributes
and donations received for Brenda and
the thoughtful messages received from
people unable to attend her funeral.
We would like to give a very special
thank you to Revd Judith Wells who took
the service at St. Mary’s Church, whose
kind words have been such a comfort to
the family during this difficult time.
Thank you to Neil at The Redhouse
Club and his staff for their hospitality
at Brenda’s wake, thank you to Sharon
and Becky for the wonderful food they
prepared and to Janet for organising tea
and coffee. Thank you also to the ladies
of Cricklade Cricket Club for the lovely
cakes and to Bob, Alison and Auto B
Band for the music to accompany the
afternoon.
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Lastly, thank you to all our family and
friends who came together to celebrate
the life of our dear Brenda who has left
us with wonderful memories of the time

we shared with her, a wonderful person
who touched so many lives, she will be
remembered forever.
John, Amanda, Sharon and family

Ten Years Ago...

As in previous months, in December 2008 a burning issue was speed on the village
roads. Two interactive speed signs had been erected and seemed to be serving their
purpose. However, it appeared that they were only to be temporary and Ps & Qs,
in particular, wanted them retained. On the other hand, the editorial doubted their
long-term usefulness.
At the other end of the scale was a complaint about bad parking. Drivers were
leaving their vehicles on pavements.While they took up less road-space, they did not
free it adequately for two lanes of traffic to pass, thus defeating their object. But this
paled into insignificance when considering pedestrians having to walk into the road
to get past the obstruction, particularly those with wheelchairs, buggies and the like.
The writer cannot cast the first stone but hopes that Purton stays a village where
everyone’s well-being is considered.
Picture of the Month had to be of Hallowe’en at Toddler Group. We are not
reprinting it to avoid angst among a group of two dozen now-teenagers.
Fake News in December came under the heading “Across the Pond”; three farfetched stories from our American cousins that beggar belief. Unfortunately, a
quick look today at the original source’s website shows them all to be hoaxes.
Nevertheless, the story of the driver who put his camper van into cruise control
while he went back to the galley is a good metaphor for the current Washington
administration.

Cricklade Country Market

Our Christmas market will be Friday 21 December 2-4pm
At The Jenner Hall Cricklade
Locally handmade, home cooked or home grown produce straight from us to you!
Brilliant and original gifts for Christmas... Pop along for a delicious afternoon tea or
come in for after school refreshments too!
Future MARKET DATE: January 25th 2019
Please call Nikki on 01793 751845 to place an order or for further information
about the market.
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Purton Village Diary - December 2018

1 Sa

to 31st

		

10.00am

		

5.00pm

Purton & District Age Concern vouchers to be spent at participating
retailers
Christmas Coffee Morning at 35 High Street for Purton Methodist
Church
Age Concern Christmas Party at the Village Hall

2 Su
		
		
		
4 Tu
6 Th
7 F
		
		
8 Sa

8.00am
10.30am
6.00pm
7.30pm
2.00pm
10.30am
10.00am
3.30pm
7.30pm
9.00am

Communion at St Mary’s Church
Joint Family Service at Purton Methodist Church,
Evensong at St Mary’s Church
Chedworth Silver Band play at Purton Village Hall
Carol Service at Silver Threads Hall
Communion at the Vicarage
and 7.00pm Dementia Friends Training at Purton Village Hall
St Mary’s School PTA Christmas Fayre
Purton Historical Society Christmas Social at Silver Threads Hall
Age Concern Christmas Market at Pavenhill Shops

9 Su
		
		
		
10 M

8.00am
10.30am
10.30am
6.00pm
2.00pm

11 Tu

10.00am

		
		
12 W
13 Th
		
14 F
15 Sa

11.00am
8.00pm
2.30pm
All day
11.00am
8.45am
4.00pm

Communion at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Classic Christmas Carols at St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Fellowship of Women meet at the Methodist Church for a
devotional afternoon with a spiritual twist with Anne Pope
Purton Probus meet at The Red House Lounge for a talk on the
Breitling Orbiter
Songs of Praise at Ashgrove House
After 8 Christmas Sing-a-long at Cathy’s
Methodist Women’s Fellowship Christmas meeting
Table top sale in the waiting room, Purton Surgery
Songs of Praise at The Cedars
Age Concern Minibus to Stow-on-the-Wold
Christingle Messy Church at St Mary’s Church

16 Su
		
		
		
19 W
		

8.00am
10.30am
10.30am
6.00pm
2.00pm
7.30pm

21 F
		
		

9.00am
2.00pm
7.30pm

Communion at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship with carols at Purton Methodist Church
Family Communion at St Mary’s Church
Nine Lessons and Carols at St Mary’s Church
Communion at Ashgrove House
Purton Evening WI Christmas meal with a talk on Poetry from Paul
Evans
Age Concern Minibus to Cirencester
Cricklade Christmas Country Market at Jenner Hall
Purton Twinning Association Christmas quiz at Silver Threads Hall

23 Su
		
		

8.00am
10.30am
10.30am

Communion at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
Communion at St Mary’s Church
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24 M
		
		
25 Tu
		

7.30pm
4.00pm
7.00pm
11.30pm
8.00am
10.30am

Christmas Present - a concert by the Cricklade Band at the Town Hall
Village Carol Service at St Mary’s Church
Carols at the Red House
Midnight Communion with Bishop Lee
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Family Communion at St Mary’s Church

30 Su
		
		

8.00am
10.30am
10.30am

Communion at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
Communion at St Mary’s Church

Every week
M

7.00pm

Tu
		
		
W
		
		
		
		

9.00am
12 noon
7.30pm
10.00am
2.00pm
12 noon
2.00pm
2.20pm

		
F
Sa

6.15pm
10.00am
10.00am

to 8.00pm Purton Village Voices choir practice at the Red House
Skittle Alley (term time)
to 11am: Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
Bridge Club at the Red House
to 12 noon: Coffee and chat at Silver Threads Hall
to 5.00pm: Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)
Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
to 3pm: Age Concern T’ai Chi at Millennium Hall
Pram Service for pre-school children at Purton Methodist Church
(term time)
Purton Youth Club for school years 4-7 at Purton Village Hall
to 11.30am: Tea, cofee and cake at The Cedars
to 12.30pm: Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)

Every month
1st Wednesday
2nd & 4th Tuesday
2nd Wednesday
3rd Monday
3rd Tuesday

Story Time at Purton Library for pre-school children
Purton Probus at Red House lounge
(except Aug) 2.30pm Methodist Women’s Fellowship at Purton
Methodist Church
St Mary’s Fellowship of Women at Purton Methodist Church
Royal British Legion meet at the Red House

January
16 W

7.30pm

19 Sa
22 Tu

6.30pm
7.30pm

23 W

7.30pm

24 Th

7.30pm

Purton Evening WI meet at the Village Hall for a talk about ‘Looking
after your back’ from Jolyon Livingston
Burns Night Celebration at Purton Village Hall
Purton and District Gardeners’ Guild AGM and talk on beekeeping
at Silver Threads Hall
The Phoenix Players start their run of ‘The House Guest’ at Swindon
Arts Centre
Purton Historical Society welcome Dr Nick Humphris to talk about
Chedworth Roman Villa

If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages, contact
Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton, Tel: 772954 or
email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Purton Churches Christmas 2018

St Mary’s Church - Church End SN5 4EB,
Purton Methodist Church - Play Close SN5 4DP
Sunday 9th December 2018
6.00pm Classic Christmas Carols with Bradon Forest Musicians, St Mary’s School
Choir, Ridgeway Farm School Choir, St Mary’s Church Music Group, followed by Pies
and Punch at St Mary’s Church
Saturday 15th December
4.00pm Village and Messy Church Christingle Service for children of all ages at St
Mary’s Church (Children please bring an Adult and an Orange!)
Sunday 16th December
10.30am Carol Service at Purton Methodist Church , 6.00pm Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols at St Mary’s Church Candelight Service with St Mary’s Church
Choir and a Brass Ensemble followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies
Wednesday 19th December
10.00am Christmas Carols at “Coffee & Chat” at Purton Silver Threads Hall
Christmas Eve, Monday 24th December
4.00pm United Village Carol and Nativity Service with the Cricklade Band at St
Mary’s Church, 11.30pm Traditional Choral ‘Midnight’ Communion Candlelight
Service at St Mary’s Church
Christmas Day, Tuesday 25th December
8.00am Traditional Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, 10.30am Informal
Christmas Day Service at the Purton Methodist Church, 10.30am Family Holy
Communion at St Mary’s Church
If you or any of your family or friends need our prayers please contact: Revd Ian
Tweedie-Smith 01793 770077 email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk or Revd Judith
Wells 01793 770627 for St Mary’s Church. Or Revd David Perkins 01793 853197
for Purton Methodist Church
Happy Christmas to everyone from Purton Churches
In all the Christmas Nativity presentations I will have the privilege of attending, I
look forward to the moment when the angels step up and give the good news to
the shepherds.Tea towels and mini dressing gowns get blown back and forth as angel
wings are unfurled [or drop off] and the angels sing their song of glad tidings!
Mind you, angels don’t just appear when Mary, Joseph and Jesus are in the stable.
They have already spoken to Zechariah and Elizabeth, the parents of John the Baptist
and again to Mary. Taken altogether the results are often disturbing, challenging
and surprising, but always wonderfully exciting. Lives are turned upside down and
personal hopes and dreams give way to the greater good for “all the people”. In a
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way, the characters in the story are giving each of us a present.They are putting their
lives on hold to make sure we have the opportunity to experience something good.
This Christmas lots of people will do that, from bus and rail staff who will get us or
our loved ones home for Christmas, to the emergency services who will be there
to deal with the inevitable crisis. So spare a thought and say a big Thank You Prayer
for the other givers this Christmas, those whose generosity and sacrifice will make
our time special.
The Greatest Giver and the Greatest Gift will be celebrated once more in all
the services outlined on this leaflet. Maybe we could turn up like the angels to
express our gratefulness for what we have received. We could also try to make a
genuine response to the Christmas story by making sure that for someone who isn’t
expecting it, we could do something that would make it a very happy Christmas this
year. Go on, be an angel!
Revd David Perkins, Methodist Minister
The services above are our special Christmas Services. Our normal Sunday pattern
is as follows: 8.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church 10.30am Family Service
(1st Sunday) or Family Communion (3rd Sunday) Parish Holy Communion (2nd &
4th Sundays) at St Mary’s Church 10.30am Service at the Methodist Church 4.00pm
Messy Church (Monthly) at St Mary’s School 4.00pm Messy Church (Monthly) at
Ridgeway Farm School
6.00pm Evensong (1st Sunday) at St Mary’s Church For other events/activities see
website www.stmaryspurton.org.uk Facebook St. Mary’s Church, Purton, Wiltshire

The Phoenix Players present House Guest

by Francis Durbridge, Wed 23rd – Sat 26th January 7.30 pm
This exciting thriller concerns a film actor and his wife Stella who learn that their
young son has been kidnapped – but why? Events begin to move in a strange way
building up the tension and suspense. This intriguing play is packed with convoluted
twists and turns carrying a multitude of surprises, a kidnapped child, distraught
parents, assorted villains, lethal weapons and of course a drinks trolley. Come along,
soak up the atmosphere, feel the fear! Tickets: £13 Concessions £2.00 off available
from 07517 698083 or bookings@phoenixplayers.com

Guide Dogs

I had a stall at the ‘SILVER THREADS TABLE TOP SALE’ on the 10th of November
and made £26.70. I will be having a stall at the ‘Christ Church Christmas Market’ on
the 17th and will report on this in the next magazine. The committee and I would
like to take this opportunity to wish you all ‘A Merry and Peaceful Christmas’. Many
thanks for your continued support.
Brian Davies. On behalf of Purton Support Group.
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Purton Historical Society

Friday 7 December 2018 at 7.30 pm in Purton Silver Threads
Hall - Annual Christmas Social Evening
Our annual social is always a fun, relaxed evening with a festive spirit. This
year the entertainment will be provided by the popular Swindon group ‘Merrifolk’
who play many instruments and entertain with a variety of music. There will be a
buffet supper, raffle and lucky ticket winner.We ask people to bring their own drinks
which gives greater personal choice. We do supply a variety of glasses. Tickets are
available from Mrs Marion Hobbs – email roy.marion@btinternet.com telephone
01793 770185. They are very good value at £12.50 each.
The New Year
Thursday 24 January 2019 at 7.30 pm in Purton Village Hall - Dr Nick Humpris,
‘Chedworth Roman Villa’
Thursday 28 February 2019 at 7.30 pm in Purton Village Hall - Stephen Wells,
‘The Life and Crimes of Jack the Ripper’
New Members and visitors always welcome
Janet & Tony Neate, E mail: tjneate57@gmail.com Tel: 01793 770117
“The Flawed Genius of Jan Smuts”- new DVDs. Excellent Christmas present for history
buffs. Contact: parker.jacky@googlemail.com or Purton History Society
This month Martin Collison took us back to the Middle Ages with an illustrated
story of William Marshall (1146-1219) Knight of the Royal Court, who trained Five
kings of England in the art of jousting, hand to hand fighting and how to negotiate
with other rulers in Europe to maintain the integrity of the English throne. He
started with no lands or title to inherit-was sent to train as a young man by his
father to the court in France. He succeeded in training Five kings of England. It is said
he acted as powerbroker between the Barons and the wicked King John at the time
of Magna Carta.He fought in the Crusades with Richard Lion Heart and secretly
became a Knights Templar on his deathbed when he returned to Caversham to die.
It is believed he prevented England from being dominated by France by his skill on
the battlefield and at court. He was buried in Temple Church, London (as were his 2
sons) his tomb marked by by an effigy of a knight in armour. A little known medieval
knight was brought to life that evening. Questions followed and refreshments taken.
Another enjoyable evening for history lovers in Purton. Hope to see you at our next
meeting on 22nd November in the Village Hall.
Jill Watts, teddington1940@gmail.com
We welcome submissions for publication in the next edition of Purton Magazine
from the local community and from readers further afield. Copy deadline is the
10th of each month. Please email mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Purton Museum

Following a very successful Exhibition, ‘Purton in The Great War’, the museum last
opened, prior to the winter months’ closure, on Saturday 24th November 2018.
The museum will remain closed until Spring 2019 – date to be advised.
Beth Farnham, Museum Curator

After
After
8 8

Once again in January we were
busy trying
to bring
to mind the events
‘Twasalla Tuesday
evening
in October
of 2016 ready for Jan Walker’sWith
“Quiz2019
of the
Year”.
As
usual it reminded
‘round the corner
us of some good things and some we would like to forget.
Next year’s planning was our aim.
This year there was a sheet for each month of the year. So with the swopping of the
home
has space for
of usSome were accused of
sheets and calls of “I needWhose
April etc”
we completed
theallyear.
Though
no-one
a dealinformation
of fuss
passing on information …but
whether
it wasmakes
the correct
and perhaps not in
the correct order. Some things we We’re
thoughta were
correct
proved completely wrong. Who
flexible
bunch.
knew or even cared that Brad Pitt had broken off a new relationship but we all got the
Laughter’s heard as we work our way
Bake Off question right. We’ve evidently got our priorities right.
varying
ideas
day
Jan managed to cover With
football,
politics,
TVregarding
and eventhe
the
Archers. We now know
We
meet
each
month.
that the release of capturing the Pokémon would lead to accidents to drivers and
pedestrians’. Looking at the We
e-mails
flying
around
everyone had a great evening.
usually
meet
on a Tuesday
Lorraine had decided that
rendition
of “The to
twelve
Butour
a trip
to the Wyvern
see aDays
play of Christmas “ last
December was below par so she taughtChanges
us a newthis.
version. On the first day of Christmas
my colleagues gave to me, A nice hot cup of tea, followed by paper clips, Pritt sticks
Theavailable),
year’s just ten
about
sorted,
are all
done
(other glue sticks are
gold
stars,the
sixtwelve
annoying
texts
and ending with
There
are
sure
to
be
changes,
but
we’ve
had
some
fun
twelve cups of coffee.
And now
to the quiz.evening as we recalled fond
Our thanks to Jan for organising
an enjoyable
memories of the Referendum,
Eurovision
the usual
fightHallowe’en
over what qualified for a
Having thought
of someand
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about
half point.
The easy, the difficult and those in between
Our meeting in March will be “My trip down Memory Lane “ led by Jacquie at her
Have you heard of Samhain phobia?
home on Tuesday 21st March.
EVE BOOY
It’s Hallowe’en phobia, now get up to speed

There were several who sympathised and those who agreed
With Hallowe’en fun.
Trick or treat from America to be sure
Plus some a lot more obscure
Were researched.
Now who wants a biscuit after all that discussion?
And tea?… What sort?... to add to the confusion
Black coffee’s easy by comparison.
We all wend our way home with our diaries full
Come 2019 then we can mull
On the variety.
Sheila
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Bradon Forest School

Bradon Forest remembers the fallen
We had a number of events in
school to mark the centenary of the
Armistice. Year 10 student, Sam Thacker, played a
poignant Last Post whilst the rest of the school
fell quiet for the two minute silence.
Assemblies for all year groups were run by our
team of History teachers. Each assembly began
with the quote: “For your tomorrow, we gave our
today.” Students were encouraged to think about
the sacrifices made during the wars and what this
meant for them today. In groups they read letters
from soldiers and learned about the impact of
war on individuals and their families. They were
introduced to the idea of legacy and reflected on how they could apply this to their
own lives by being resilient and rising to the challenges they face.
It was a powerful assembly, with an important message. This had a huge impact on
our students. Here are what some of our Year 8 students said afterwards.
“It made me realise that there are so many more important things going on than
what I see. I think it sends the message of selflessness because many people were
happy to give their lives so I can live mine. It was quite inspiring.”
“The assembly was about remembrance. It was telling us that soldiers fought in the
war and gave their lives so that we could have a better future... we should always be
grateful for what they have done for us.”
“It made me think that I should never give up because the soldiers never gave up to
defend our country and they were resilient. It must have been unbelievably horrific
what the soldiers had to go through... watching their friends dying in front of them
and knowing that they might die any second.”
New Year 7s show off their school
We welcomed over 100 grandparents (and
some great grandparents) of our new Year
7 students into school to witness their
first Celebration Assembly. Students then
toured their relatives around the site before
returning to the hall for refreshments.
Mr Johnson, Head of Year 7, said,
‘Grandparents often play such an important
part in students’ lives. It was lovely to see
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students proudly sharing their new school with their family members. It was also a
chance for grandparents to see how school has changed since they attended!’
Sausage and chips for rugby girls!
Last month 18 students from Bradon Forest were invited to the Swindon
Supermarines’ Girls Rugby Pitch Up and Play Festival.
Year 9 student, Oliva Steinhardt, reports, ‘The purpose of the event was to see what
our team was capable of and to enable us to play rugby with other schools. The
coaches taught us loads of tricks to help us play better. The staff were really kind
too, cooking an amazing dinner for us in the club house. Thanks to Frank Butler,
Wiltshire’s Rugby Development Officer, who led the session’
Mrs Evans, Head of PE at Bradon Forest, said ‘The Supermarines were very impressed
with our girls’ rugby skills and enthusiasm. The girls played some great touch rugby
and thoroughly enjoyed the event, especially the sausage and chips! Thanks to the
Supermarines for giving our students this opportunity.’
Pumpkin Carving Competition
Halloween is a cultural event celebrated all
over the world. Before the half term break
the Bradon Forest Geography Department
took the opportunity to host a Pumpkin
Carving House competition. Students were
challenged to carve a creative and original
pumpkin and bring in their pumpkins for
judging.
Head of Art, Mr Martch-Harry helped Miss
Cole, Head of Geography, judge the entries, and it was a tough decision. The winner
had an excellent and very intricate skull design. There was a special commendation
for a “2 pumpkin” entry. Well done to all our entrants, who won house points for
their house.
Inter-house cross country 2018
Every year we have a Key Stage 3 inter house cross country
competition at the end of Term 1. We had some fantastic by
many of the students and this year several staff.Well done to Mrs
Wiltshire who ran both the Year 8 and Year 7 races on the same
day!
There are lots of shots of students running through the famous
‘Bog’ on the school website. www.bradonforest.org.uk/News/
Year-7-Inter-house-cross-country-2018/ www.bradonforest.org.
uk/News/Year-8-Inter-House-Cross-Country-2018/
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Local business man visits Food Tech class
Year 10 students studying GCSE Food and Nutrition were recently visited by a local
fishmonger and butcher, Simon Rhodes. Simon owns a shop on Wood Street in Old
Town, Swindon, and offered to come into our lessons to show students how to
prepare and cook fish. Students sampled raw, partially cooked and cooked fish of
different varieties. Most, who had never tried raw fish said, ‘At first we were sceptical,
however after tasting and sampling the fish we loved it’!
Food teacher, Mr Parkes, said, ‘It’s a great opportunity to allow local businessmen and
women into our school to show their expertise and allow students to experience
things they have never done before. There is a clear link with the curriculum they are
following too’.

Pips is steadily growing

Well, what a month that has been! October 6th was our
grand opening and Purton came out in droves to support
us. We had between 150 and 200 through the café and
served over 100 lunches. The six people on duty were
exhausted, but thrilled with the turn out and the positive reactions that people gave us.
Then we started to settle down to our usual opening hours and things calmed down
a bit (thank heavens!). We have had over 25 people a day, on average, and numbers
are rising steadily. Peak times tend to be lunches and after school, but every day is
different.We have had visits from residents of Ashgrove House, both as a group outing
and individuals with their visitors. We have had groups of children spending time with
friends. Many retired folk are coming to have their lunch with us. Every day people are
discovering us for the first time and promise to return - today we had 2 young couples
and a retired man for the first time.We’ve had some business meetings and a number
of people sewing and knitting in company rather than on their own at home. What
other uses will people think up? We are looking forward to finding out!
We have now introduced a loyalty card for hot drinks as we are getting a lot of repeat
customers and want to reward them.
We have 30 people who have volunteered to serve in the café and 12 who are cooking
cakes for us. It’s wonderful how the volunteers are beginning to take ownership of the
café and it is truly becoming a Community Café. More help in the café still needed, so
do contact us if you can offer anything! Tel: 772298 or email: marynettleton@hotmail.
co.uk
We know it’s been a long time in the planning, and many thought that it would never
happen, but we think that Pips’ future is rosy if all continues as it is. If you haven’t used
us yet, why not come and sample our wares in December? If you are a pensioner you
can even spend your Age Concern Christmas vouchers with us.
Our opening hours for December will be: Tuesdays,Wednesdays and Thursdays
9am-4.30pm, Saturdays 9am-2pm. Pips will be closed from 23-31 December.
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A festive what’s on with The Cricklade Band

We have our ‘Christmas Present’ at Cricklade Town Hall on Sunday 23 December
at 7.30pm – this is as close as we can get to the big day without crashing into the
reindeer! Everyone seems to like our Christmas party atmosphere! There will of
course be all the carols and Christmas music you’d expect. Let your hair down with
the singing - this year without a choir to cramp your style!
We’ll have seasonal refreshments available - you’re welcome to bring your own
drinks (and glasses) too. On offer also is our famous raffle, kindly supported by
Cricklade traders and businesses.
Entry is by ticket (although you might be able to get in on the night) at the gift of a
price of £6 – tickets will be available at the Council Office or from McFarlane Sales
and Lettings, both in Cricklade High Street.
In its 131st year, as ever, the band will be out and about playing all the familiar
Christmas music – live! - right from 1st December to Christmas Morning! As usual
we’ll be touring the streets of Cricklade, Purton, Ashton Keynes and Latton – we’re
back at Westonbirt Arboretum too for ‘Enchanted Christmas’ on 9th December!
Once again, we usually do it in music - from everyone in The Cricklade Band – ‘We
Wish You A Merry Christmas’.

We insure it.
You enjoy it.
It’s no surprise that over 95% of our
NFU Mutual Bespoke Home Insurance
customers choose to stay with us.
NFU Mutual Bespoke Home Insurance is
specially designed to cover larger
properties and more complex insurance
needs with contents valued from £100,000.

To arrange an appointment call

01672 519241
10/19

Or pop into your local Marlborough branch.
Visit nfumutual.co.uk to discover more.
Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
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St Mary’s Primary School

The children are continuing to work hard in their classes and as we start the run up
to Christmas, they will be busy preparing for all the Christmas Activities in school.
Mrs Alison Crumbie (Chair), Mrs Sandra Horsnall and Mrs Charlotte Hooper have
left the Governing Body. We thank them all for their many years of service to the
school and we wish them well for the future.
Mrs Eleanor Amos is now Chair of Governors and we welcome Mr Andrew
Hargreaves as Parent Governor, Mr Gordon Hall as Foundation Governor and Mr
Sam Lenders as Co-Opted Governor.
Richard, from Stay Safe Workshops, has been in school
presenting assemblies, running workshops and training
our Year 6 mentors as part of the Stay Safe /Anti Bullying
Week. We now have a Stay Safe Award for 2018-2019.
St Mary’s were delighted to be able to join in with the
Purton Artists Exhibition in November. Our Reception
classes provided a display of autumn leaves and these
definitely showcased the artistic talent we have within
the school.
Date for your
Diary: Friday 7th December – PTA Christmas
Fayre from 3.30pm til 5pm at school. Please
do come along with friends and family to
support this event if you can.
Please note that the Primary School
Admissions application process for Sept 2018
is now underway.Applications can be made on
line via www.wiltshire.gov.uk or by obtaining
a paper copy from the School Admissions
Team in County Hall Trowbridge. Deadline for
all applications is 15 January 2018.
Should anyone wish to visit the school prior
to submitting their application, you are warmly
welcome. Visits can be arranged through the
school office admin@st-marys-purton.wilts.
sch.uk or by phoning us on (01793) 770239.
For more information about our wonderful
school and all the exciting learning
opportunities that take place, visit our school website st-marys-purton.wilts.sch.uk
Mrs Naomi Clarke, Head Teacher
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Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers

Halloween and Bonfire Night – two events which provided
themes for unit meetings over the last few weeks.
The Rangers organised a Halloween evening of spooky partying for the Guides.
There were some convincingly gruesome costumes, party games a-plenty and ‘brains
and blood’ served up to all who dared to treat themselves. The Guides continued
the theme for a second week when they went on a walk through the local murky
past in Royal Wootton Bassett, led by the amazing storyteller, Owen Collier aka
The Town Crier. The tales were tall, dark and spectacularly scary, with a full moon
adding to the eeriness! Beware of the spirits in the town, they are well known to
lurk in many of the oldest buildings ..... Mr Collier also very kindly opened the
town’s museum to show local historic artefacts, providing an awesome evening of
fascinating history and mystery.
For Bonfire Night, 1st Purton Rainbows made fantastic fireworks pictures with
gems and glitter whilst the 1st Purton Brownies’ fireworks pictures were created
with pavement chalks outside the Millennium Hall for an explosion of colour. 2nd
Purton Brownies, whose meeting fell on the night itself, baked, solved an outdoor
quiz and had sparklers for a fun-filled evening.
The September new starters in the two Brownie units have now all made their
Brownie promise. Congratulations to Olivia, Evie, Aubrianna, Holly, Jessie, Lizzy,
Izzy, Eliza, Phoebe and Freya. Their families were invited to join the celebrations,
welcomed and looked after by a total of 11 Brownies completing the Hostess badge.
Entertainment included quizzes, games, dance and singing and guests were treated
to a fine selection of homemade cakes.
2nd Purton Brownies spent an evening exploring the five senses with activities using
a particular sense. They tasted different flavour crisps, delved into feely bags and
identified foods by smell. Finley, one of their Young Leaders also taught the Brownies
some sign language, resulting in each girl being able to sign her own name by the
end of the meeting.
1st Purton Rainbows have had fun decorating gingerbread men and colouring in
friendship pictures whilst 2nd Purton Rainbows also created friendship circles.
A highlight for the two Brownie units was their trip to PGL Liddington. Blessed
with glorious weather they had an action-packed weekend of zip wire, giant swing,
canoeing, survival skills, archery and hide and seek in the woods in the dark. They
all worked together brilliantly, encouraging those who were a little nervous to
challenge themselves – leaders included! Many did things they never thought they
could and went away with a real sense of achievement.
You may have heard about the new guiding programme which was launched during
the summer. Guides and their parents had an introduction to it with a fabulous taster
evening of the resources. This involved mimes of outrageous electric guitar-playing,
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suspicious potion-tasting, and examples of how to make teacups and everyday items
from just newspaper using only scissors and sticky tape – crazy! The Guides also
found out that how you draw an elephant and its features gives an insight into your
own personality traits. Who knew?! The evening was a great success and the Guides
look forward to having the programme up and running at the beginning of 2019,
which is when most of the other units in the village are introducing it. We look
forward to telling you more about it over the coming months.
For more information about guiding locally, please contact district commissioner
Janet Abbott by phone on 07454 384763 or by email at braydondc@wncounty.
org.uk. More volunteers to join our team are always welcome. Register interest in
joining at www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/.
Find us on Facebook too: www.facebook.com/GirlguidingNorthWiltsDivision
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The obvious benefits of working with nature were highlighted, on the video Alan
showed as part of his presentation, with one service user saying ‘While I’m working in
the garden, the garden is working on me’ and another enthusiastically stating ‘This is
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Peter highly recommended oak-leaved Hydrangea Quercifolia, a plant that he feels
works for every season, its leaves silvery green in spring and burgundy red in autumn
while its old stems display amazing peeling bark.
For a warm, west facing wall Peter suggested Myrtle’ tarentina’ one of the most
luminescent of all evergreens. In midwinter many of the shoots are crowned with
a series of radiating pink stems that are themselves topped with small heather-pink
stars. These are immature fruits that eventually berry into purple-black, but in their
uniformed state they brighten the foliage giving the plant extra sparkle.
Coranilla another suggestion for a warm wall produces perfect, pale-lemon, peashaped flowers. These, when given a blast of wintry sunshine, produce a sweet
narcissi fragrance more reminiscent of spring than a dark, dank November day.
By this point in the evening there was a continuous buzz in the room as members
passed each plant around for closer inspection and discussed their merits.
Abelia grandiflora ‘Francis Mason’, a late pink flowering plant with bronze coloured
calyx and Pittospurnum ‘Tom Thumb’, a black-red leaved plant , its young growth
lime green, received special mention.
For additional colour Peter suggested choosing plants such as Pyracantha with
berries of red, black, orange, pink, white or purple, with the added bonus of them
encouraging birds into the garden.
When it comes to plants that flower in the winter, he gave particular mention to
Mahonia with its architectural leaves and scented flowers. Related to Berberis it has
a spiky bark, yellow in colour and popular with wood turners. ‘Soft Caress’, a new
form, has no spikes and bears beautiful yellow flowers.
A special favourite is Hamamelis, commonly known as ‘Witch Hazel’ with its citrus
scented flowers.
Members questions answered, they gathered around the plant tables to make their
purchases.
Once again this was a well informed talk from one of our most popular speakers
giving each of us ideas for refreshing the look of our gardens during the winter
months to come.
There were some spectacular entries for the October competition ‘An arrangement
of mixed berries’. Congratulations to the worthy winners: 1st Mary Read, 2nd Jo
LeBlond and 3rd Doreen Freegard.
As we have no December meeting we will next meet for our AGM on Tuesday, 22
January at 7.30pm in Silver Threads Hall. This will be followed by a film portraying a
year in the life of a bee to be presented by the very entertaining Mike Benson from
the Swindon & District Beekeeping Association, who many of you will remember
from our June meeting. Merry Christmas to all our members and readers.
Margaret Goodall (Secretary 770906)
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Purton Tennis Club

Purton Tennis Club Fencing Project
People walking down Church Path recently may
have seen a lot of work going on at the Tennis Club.The club erected new perimeter
fencing around the courts next to the cemetery. This project took a lot of planning;
a lot of work; and of course a lot of money.
We would like to thank everyone who either helped or supported this project in
any way. Special thanks go to our County Councillor Jacqui Lay for her support and
the Royal Wootton Bassett & Cricklade Area Board, for the generous grant, that
enabled us to proceed with the project.
We hope that seeing the smart new fencing will encourage people in the village to
pick up a racquet and give tennis a go. It is a sport that can be enjoyed by anyone,
of any age; and we are fortunate to have such lovely surroundings in which to play.
If you are interested in having a go, or perhaps returning to tennis, please see our web
site for more details: www.purtontennisclub.com or give me a call: Janet Saunders:
01793 772146.
Dont’f forget Cardio-Tennis on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, email
benlangleyptc@outlook.com or Tel: 07954 350579 for more information.
Lindsey Hall
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The other side of the gate

Finally it broke! The rain is lashing down on the Velux windows as I write and my
thoughts are drawn to the uneasy realisation that it won’t be long before the cows
are in and the winter slog is upon us.
Luckily, the weather held out for our bonfire at Restrop.
We’ve estimated that over 200 hungry people joined
us! After a slow start to the fire (I was convinced
a bale of straw would be firelighter enough!), it was
helped along by Tristan with, of all things, a napkin! His
fire lighting skills are now legendary - or he thinks
they are! I think he was lucky and picked a drier place
than I did (yes, let’s go with lucky), but I’m sure my failure will be relived many times!
The fire was roaring and cracking within minutes with huge plumes of leaf ash being
drawn into the sky - sorry to all the residents who may have thought it had been
snowing when they woke up the next day!
We sold out of burgers and with only a few sausages to bring home, I think it was
a success. Team Bonfire (Aaron, Harry, Alex and Tristan on site set up and security,
Sarah cutting rolls and Vanessa and Charlie on the BBQ (thanks to Tristan and Jim
for the loan of their rather swanky set ups), with me taking the money helped by my
sister Emma whilst I went off to botch the fire lighting! The feedback was lovely and
no, we won’t be holding another one next year!
Matthew Scott brought his impressive post driver along and did a day with Alex
repairing some fencing. As pretty and dainty as our Brown Swiss might look, their
ability to destroy a hedge is impressive! They systematically eat the hedge then,
without any feeling of pain (or so it seems), they walk through it. I like the idea
of free range, but that’s free range to the max! As well as repairing conventional
wire fencing, we’re also installing mains electric fencing. This is the most effective
way of hampering Houdini’s best efforts. It doesn’t take many
encounters for them to avoid getting too close.
Some of you will know about my ongoing issues with walkers
going diagonally across the middle of one of the fields at
Restrop. If I see people and I can get to them, then I explain
that there is no footpath across, but rather around the
field instead. After explaining that this unofficial path, during
wetter times, gets wider and wider and turns to a pile of
mud and that it kills the grass, lets weeds in and costs me
money, they accept it and adopt going around. I’ve heard
lots of times, “I didn’t know” and “I’ve always walked across
here,” so I thought I’d deter people by quite clearly spreading
manure over the length of that footpath. A sort of ‘Don’t
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walk here’ in a rather blunt message, but clearly it is way too cryptic for some! Well,
the next day I saw a woman tiptoeing her way through the muck. I said,“There isn’t a
footpath across this field. It goes around the outside.” Her reply was,“But I’ve always
walked across here!” I helpfully replied, “Maybe you did, but it’s still not a footpath.”
She begrudgingly made her way to the perimeter. To top it off, about a week later I
had a great one from someone that I’ve known for years and it made me laugh! So,
after watching him walk through the strategically placed manure and then both of
us watching his dog defecate (and ignore it!), I approached him to inform him of his
errors. He quite angrily informed me that I can’t just decide to move a footpath and
it was officially a footpath and he was going to walk on it! I told him repeatedly that
there never has been and will never be a footpath diagonally across this field. He was
not taking my word for it! He even said he’d been to the Purton Parish Council and
that I was wrong. He was quite convinced that I was being a bullying landowner and
he knew where he could and couldn’t walk. Well, challenging me on such matters
is always going to be a mistake! So, with my iPhone and Ordnance Survey App, I
proceeded to show him the map on my phone with the footpaths clearly indicated
on the boundary. “Ah!” He said, “But when you ploughed the field, you didn’t leave
enough of a boundary that wasn’t slippery so no one knew where to walk!” Oh
didn’t I? Come on, let’s walk over there now.... (I measured the distance to the ditch
with very large John Cleese style strides) 4 metres! How much land do you need I
asked? He may well read this so thanks for making my day!
Update on the Paternity suit with the Rural Payments Agency after Sarah’s failure
to apply for a passport for a calf. We have finally received Costa’s passport from the
British Cattle Movement Service. After a stern telling off with strict instruction to
‘not do it again’ or they WILL cart ME off to the Tower! I have of course taken this
on-board and have passed down the chain with similar threats of repercussion to
Sarah. Let’s hope the lessons have been learnt!
This month we have had the pleasure of giving two guided tours (both on the same
day!) Two classes from St Mary’s and the 2nd Royal Wootton Bassett Rainbows. We
split the school classes up and we took a class each. I’m always shocked at how quickly
the volume can increase and equally impressed at how quickly
the teachers can reduce it! We want them as quiet as possible as
it can spook the cows. I took them to the fields to see if we could
find a cow to stroke but alas, the volume and running toward
the cows was just too much for the cows to bear. To be honest I
was a little scared too! Luckily Skinny had calved the day before
so they took it in turns to have a moment with her calf. They
just about managed to contain their excitement long enough. So
many characters and a few found me good sport to have fun with.
One asked to whisper in my ear, then, as I got close he blew in
it and then laughed in my face! Sarah and I were exhausted but
amused none the less, it was a good tour and we all had fun. The
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Rainbows were of course much more sedate and listened intently. They had much
more success with strokes and Nugget obliged in his usual nonplussed way. He loves
his chin strokes and all those hands were very welcome!
On a busy Friday morning, Sarah and I had a surprise customer come to buy milk.
After explaining to Sarah that they avidly read the Purton Magazine (and most
importantly that she liked my writing prose) and enjoy my ramblings, Sarah went to
get some change. I was on my way to get on a tractor and as the lady walked towards
me, I asked if everything was okay. Then I saw her face. “Miss Score,” I exclaimed!
Sarah returned moments later and the realisation came to her too: “Miss Score!”
We both had a moment of gasping at seeing one of our favourite and certainly most
memorable primary school teachers. I’d not seen her in at least 35 years and she’s
barely changed! Many of you reading this will remember (or have children that will
remember) the music lessons. I have no musical talent. I did try the recorder, but I
suspect I’d get a better tune if I used it as a stick. How she put up with the tuneless
racket will always be a mystery! It was absolutely lovely to see her and meet her
husband and spend a few moments catching up. We spoke about little else all day!
Jonathan Cook

We Record …

Baptisms at St Mary’s Church
14 October 2018 Indy James Cartner
14 October 2018 Monroe Rita Jayne Cartner
14 October 2018 William Edgar Hugh Fellows
14 October 2018 Layla Paige Spall
Wedding at St Mary’s Church
20 October 2018 Edward John Coleman and Anna Marie Catherine Moran
Funerals at St Mary’s Church
24 October 2018 Brenda Christine Lilley (74) (Celebration of the Life of)
26 October 2018 Anne Young (65) (Thanksgiving for the Life of)
In Memoriam:
4 December 1918 Edwin Saunders, 54th Brigade, Ammunition Column, Royal
Field Artillery, died in France, aged 29, on return journey
to England, from pneumonia contracted during service in
Italy. He is buried in St-Germain-au-Mont-d’Or Communal
Cemetery Extension, Rhone, France, and remembered on
the Purton War Memorial and the Memorials in St Mary’s
Church. The Memorial Book incorrectly states that he was
killed in action.at Terlincthun British Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais
and is remembered on the Purton War Memorial (P. Cook)
and the Memorials in St Mary’s Church.
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The Great War Project
Part 65: December 2018, the immediate aftermath

Although the War ended in November 1918, men were only gradually demobilised.
Some were still suffering from wounds received during the war; others contracted
diseases in the chaotic post-war environment.
Edwin E Saunders was the son of George and Alice Saunders, of Greenhill. He had
been serving with the 54th Brigade, Ammunition Column, Royal Field Artillery as a
Shoeing Smith. Following service in Salonika, his brigade was fighting in Italy in the
Vittorio Veneto campaign. On his return journey to England, he was taken off the train
in which he was travelling, at St Germaine, France, on 24 November 1918. He died
of pneumonia, aged 29, on 4 December 1918 in a Military Hospital. Edwin is buried
in St-Germain-au-Mont-d’Or Communal Cemetery Extension, Rhone, France, and
remembered on the Purton War Memorial and the Memorials in St Mary’s Church.
The Memorial Book incorrectly states that he was killed in action.
Esaw Hawcutt was the son of Mrs Mary Ann Hawcutt, Bruern,
Kingham, Oxford and until his enlistment was employed by the
Great Western Railway as a packer at Purton railway station. He
was serving in France with the 186th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison
Artillery and may have taken part in the bombardments during
the 2nd Battle of the Somme (August to September 1918). On 9
September he was taken into hospital suffering from Peripheral
Vascular Disease and invalided to UK on 26-27 September where
he was admitted to Cambuslang War Hospital, Glasgow. On 22 November 1918, Esaw
was sent to an auxiliary convalescence hospital with trench fever, later readmitted to
Cambuslang on 2 January 1919 where he developed meningitis.
Esaw died aged 27 on 4 February 1919 at Cambuslang of trench fever and meningitis.
He is buried in Milton-Under-Wychwood Churchyard.
Trench fever, also known as five-day fever, is a moderately serious disease transmitted
by body lice. It infected armies in Flanders, France, Poland, Galicia, Italy, Salonika,
Macedonia, Mesopotamia, Russia and Egypt in the Great War. From 1915 to 1918
between one-fifth and one-third of all British troops reported ill had trench fever
while about one-fifth of sick German and Austrian troops had the disease.
Frederick William Staley was the son of Henry George and Sarah Ann Staley of New
Road, Purton. He was serving with the 1/4th Battalion Wiltshire Regiment, attached to
the 75th Division in Palestine where he received a dangerous head wound. The 75th
Division joined General Allenby’s final offensive in the Battles of Megiddo in which,
at the Battle of Sharon (19 September) the 75th Division was tasked with taking
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Miske and the trench system around the village of Et Tire. It is possible that Frederick
was wounded in this action. He spent 4 months recovering in hospital before he
was transferred to England. Frederick died aged 23 on 16 February 1919 in the 1st
London General Hospital of those wounds. He was buried in Purton Churchyard
on 22 February 1919 under a CWGC headstone. Frederick is remembered on the
Purton War Memorial and the Memorials in St Mary’s Church.
Albert Bunce was the son of William James and Ellen Elizabeth Bunce of Odd Time
Cottage, Pavenhill, Purton. He was serving with the Labour Corps, 72nd Prisoner of
War Escort Company. In the summer of 1916 a decision was made to keep German
POWs on mainland Europe instead of transporting them all to England. Some of
those kept on mainland Europe were formed into POW Companies of around 425
men (later enlarged due to the number of prisoners taken towards the end of the
War). The POW Escort Companies included an Officer, NCOs and Other Ranks
including cooks and ASC drivers. The POW`s were worked and received pay, though
not directly at the front or in work directly supporting the war effort due to the
Hague Convention. The work that the POW companies completed took the strain
away from the Corps previously employed to carry out many of the tasks such as the
Royal Engineers and ASC.
Albert died, aged 20, on 11 April 1919 at Swindon Victoria Hospital. The cause of
death is listed on his death certificate as (1) Acute Cellulitis (Bacterial infection) and
(2) Septic Embolus. His step-mother Susannah Bunce was in attendance. Albert was
buried in St Mary’s Churchyard on 16 April, under a locally manufactured wooden
cross with a brass inscription plate. He is remembered on the Purton War Memorial
and in the Memorial Book in St Mary’s Church.
The Purton branch of The Royal British Legion has campaigned for a CWGC headstone
but he is not eligible nor for War Grave status because he did not die during the War
or due to an injury or ailment caused by Military Service. Albert’s Service Record and
pension papers, which might provide evidence of a war death, were destroyed in the
2nd World War during a bombing raid that struck the National Military Archives.
Francis Charles Titcombe was the son of Mr and Mrs Charles Titcombe, Greenhill.
He had served in France with the Royal Engineers and was discharged on 5 February
1917. Francis re-enlisted with the 3rd Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment on 13 February
1919, with his occupation given as farrier. On 22 July 1919 on a Disability Claim Form,
his unit was recorded as Cavalry Corps Bridging Park.
Francis was admitted to Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot on 31 December 1919 and
over the following days his medical sheet records a rapid decline in health. On 12
January 1920 he was mumbling and incoherent, and became comatose at about 6p.m.
He died, aged 31, at 11.55p.m. from (1) Influenza and (2) Pneumonia. His mother
was present at his death. Francis is buried at Lydiard Millicent Churchyard, beneath
a CWGC headstone. He is listed in the Memorial Book (Survivors list) in St Mary’s
Church, as Frank Titcombe, Royal Engineers.
Page 57

Charles Reginald Edmonds was the son of Alfred and Alice Edmonds, Lydiard Green.
He had served with the 5th Battalion,Wiltshire Regiment at Gallipoli in 1915. On 8 May
1919 he was transferred to Z class - the Class Z Reserve was a Reserve contingent
of the British Army consisting of previously enlisted soldiers, now discharged.The first
Z Reserve was authorised by an Army Order of 3 December 1918. When expected
difficulties with German violations of the 1918 Armistice did not happen, the Z
Reserve was abolished on 31 March 1920.
Charles died, aged 22, on 25 May 1920 of phthisis (tuberculosis) and was buried in
Lydiard Millicent Church Cemetery under a CWGC headstone. Charles is recorded
as an official War casualty.
Portugal
President Sidónio Da Silva Pais Was Assassinated On 14 December And Succeeded
By João Do Canto E Castro.
Rick Dixon
The book of this series, Purton in the Great War, is now available – price £15. If
you would like to buy a copy, please contact Rick Dixon on 01793 759123 or email
RickDixonMail@gmail.com. Profits will go to Combat Stress.

Purton Evening W.I.

For our October meeting we had a last minute change of speaker
and what an interesting evening it proved to be. We were delighted
to welcome Sharon Tombs from the Swindon based charity Dressabilty.
Dressability originally started as a 6 month pilot project back in 1998. In 2000 they
received funding from the Big Lottery, and as they say the rest is history!
As, like people, clothing comes in all shapes and sizes, but sometimes that is not
enough, for people with physical disabilities, learning difficulties and the over 65s
finding clothes that reflects their personal taste, is easy to take on and off can be
hard. To make life easier Dressability provides a low cost adaptation and alteration
service to clothing so that it fits well, is comfortable and remains stylish. Whether
it is the zip on your jeans or trousers that is a struggle, the embarrassment of
asking your 9 year old son to help you put on your bra or you are a 10 year old
avid Swindon Town supporter who wants to be able to wear their current strip
Dressability can come up with a solution. The sewing skills of their volunteers are
amazing and you would have no idea when looking at that football shirt or those
elegant trousers that they had been adapted in any way, yet for the wearer and
carers the task of getting dressed and undressed has been transformed. Find out
more on their website: dressability.org.uk
New members are always welcome. We meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month
at Purton Village Hall at 7.30pm. For further information contact Barbara on 01793
770818.
Helen Dixon
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Have you read a book that you will always
remember, either recently or many years ago,
serious or funny, fact or fiction? Each month we
are publishing a review of a book that has meant
a lot to a particular reader, especially the reason
why it was so memorable. Purton Magazine
A Book I will Always Remember readers are encouraged to send in a personal
review of their favourite book; it need not be very
long. As usual, the copy deadline is the 10th of the preceding month and our contact details
are on Page 4.

Guns, Germs and Steel by Jared Diamond

I read this book about twelve years ago, having been leant a copy by a work colleague
who saw me floundering with The Origin of Species by Charles Darwin. I had studied
Darwin’s theories of evolution during my A-Level Biology and was determined to
read his revolutionary and controversial book. I had been warned it was hard-going,
and so it proved!
At the time I was working at the in-house design Studio of Oxfam GB, at their
HQ in Cowley, Oxford. My eyes had been opened to a completely different work
culture from what I had been used to, in the cut-throat world of retail design, where
everyone worked together towards finding solutions to help some of the world’s
most vulnerable people; those living in poverty, living in areas of conflict and affected
by natural disasters. No matter how small my role was, I was made to feel that I was
an important cog in a much bigger machine.The atmosphere in the office was one of
hard work and optimism that we were doing the very best we could to help those
who, for various reasons, couldn’t help themselves.
John French is an Aussie, from Melbourne who volunteered his services as a
contemporary artist and designer in our studio, while his Spanish wife worked as a
doctor at one of Oxford’s hospitals. John found something of interest and beauty
in absolutely everything and everyone, and used this skill with great wit in his work.
As we often sat next to each other in the studio, we chatted about all manner of
subjects; mostly mundane but occasionally there were nuggets of something much
more profound.
We often read books during our lunch breaks as eating at our desks was discouraged
to enable a screen break, some fresh air and exercise. (We had our own little
garden for picnics when the weather permitted and break-out areas for inclement
weather). John spotted me reading The Origin of Species and enquired as to my
progress, my reply was of course ‘slow’. John then told me about Guns, Germs and
Steel and offered to lend me his copy.
The book’s author, Jared Diamond is professor of geography and physiology at the
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and in short, goes some way to explain
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the differences between cultures around the world in the way they evolved into
the societies they are today. Focussing on the differences and explanation of why
Eurasian and North African civilisations have survived and conquered others, while
arguing against the idea that Eurasian superiority is due to any form of intellectual,
moral, or inherent genetic reason.
Diamond argues that the gaps in power and technology between human societies
originate primarily in environmental differences.When cultural or genetic differences
have favoured Eurasians (for example, written language or the development among
Eurasians of resistance to endemic diseases), he asserts that these advantages
occurred because of the influence of geography on societies and cultures (for
example, by enabling commerce and trade between different cultures) and were not
due to any kind of superior DNA.
The book’s title refers to the means by which agriculture-based societies conquered
populations of other areas and maintained dominance, despite sometimes being vastly
outnumbered – superior weapons (guns) provided immediate military superiority;
Eurasian diseases (germs) weakened and ultimately reduced native populations, who
had no immunity; making it easier to maintain control over them and durable means
of transport (steel) enabled power to be maintained.
Diamond argues geographic, climatic and environmental conditions, which favoured
early development of agricultural societies ultimately led to immunity to diseases
endemic in agricultural animals and the development of powerful, organised states
capable of dominating others.
The first indicator of this dominance is the move from hunter-gatherer to more
agricultural societies after the last ice age, where populations stayed put rather than
roaming the land, started growing their own food and began domesticating animals.
Their improved diet enabled these people to become stronger, more resistant to
illness, and allowed their brains to develop. As their agricultural skills improved and
they were able to produce a surplus of food, this could be used to trade with others
and thus an organised society evolves.
The most arresting concept is that The peoples of Sub-Saharan Africa, Native
Americans, Aboriginal Australians and New Guineans, and the original inhabitants of
tropical Southeast Asia have been largely conquered, displaced and in some extreme
cases – referring to Native Americans, Aboriginal Australians, and South Africa’s
indigenous Khoisan peoples – largely exterminated by farm-based societies such as
Eurasians and Bantu. And the reason being their geography and climate conditions
weren’t conducive to organised agriculture, which kick-started evolutionary
developments in Eurasia. The USA of course is now a huge agricultural producer
but only since it was colonised by Europeans. The Native Americans were sparsely
distributed and had vast geographical hurdles such as forests, mountains and deserts
to contend with.
The colonisation of South America by the Spanish conquistadors was particularly
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brutal, and although small pockets of native hunter-gatherer tribes still exist today,
the majority were wiped out by the Spanish guns, germs and steel.
I found this an informative and thought-provoking book, which I read at a relevant
time in my career, and although Jared Diamond’s theories have been questioned
by fellow intellectuals, it’s still a jolly good read for anyone with an interest in
anthropology seeking a better understanding of our planet’s people.
In 1998, Guns, Germs, and Steel won the Pulitzer Prize for general non-fiction and
the Aventis Prize for Best Science Book. A documentary based on the book, and
produced by the National Geographic Society, was broadcast in July 2005.
Heather Ponting-Bather

Purton One Stop Halloween Fundraiser

The team at One Stop are pleased to announce that £450 was raised at their
latest fundraising event on 27 October. The sale of home made cakes, chutney
and jam, along with a raffle was a huge success. The event had a Halloween theme
and proceeds were topped up to £500 and shared equally between Purton Silver
Threads and Purton Luncheon Club for Christmas parties.
In addition to this the contents of the community buckets placed at the till points in
the shop, amounting to £300, was given to St Mary’s Church roof fund.
We would like to thank our customers for their generous support and hope that
you will join us for more fun on Saturday 15 December for our next fundraiser.
Our aim is to raise money
to put back into the village
for good causes. All items
on sale are donated by
One Stop staff, with help
from family and friends,
including a fair share of
the raffle prizes.The usual
hamper and additional
prizes are donated by
One Stop itself. Thank
you Neil and Mandy for
the lovely cakes you
made for us. We hope
that everyone who came
in during our fundraiser
enjoyed their visit.
The whole team would like to take this opportunity to wish our valued customers
a happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing you in the new year.
Pearl Lait and the One Stop team
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Purton Placard
PURTON AGE CONCERN
Christmas Party
Saturday 1 December 5pm-8.30pm, at the
Village Hall. Cost £6.00. Book your place
with your street warden by Saturday 24
November.
Christmas Market
Saturday 8 December 9am-12noon, outside
Pavenhill Shops. last chance to buy one of
our Christmas raffle tickets!
Carol Singing at The Red House
Monday 24 December at 7pm. All your
favourite carols with mince pies and
punch!
Burns Night Celebration
Saturday 19 January at Purton Village
Hall. Doors open at 6.30pm. Tickets £20
and include a three-course meal. For
tickets contact Jenny Barnes 770339

Christmas Coffee Morning
Saturday 1 December, 10am12pm at 35 High Street, Purton
Christmas Table Sale, Tombola,
Raffle, Cakes Stall. Entrance
£1 for Tea/Coffee/Mince Pies.
Proceeds towards Methodist
Church refurbishments.

g to our
Please come alon
on:
Christmas Fayre

er 2018
Friday 7th Decemb
m
0p
5.3
–
3.30pm
Raffle

handmade crafts
by the children

Lots of lovely
prizes

PURTON METHODIST CHURCH

Including , tea, coffee
mince pies

present
Chedworth Silver Band
Sunday 2 December, 7.30pm,
at the Village Hall. Tickets £5,
include light refreshments,
and are available from Sylvia
Freemantle 770686

and
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ETT CHORAL SOCIETY

ROYAL WOOTTON BASS

T
CHRISTMAS CONCER
CAROLS - READINGS
Soloists

Thomas Keen-Tenor
itone
Thomas Wheeler - Bar

MONDAY
10TH DECEMBER

urch
The Methodist Ch
ssett
Royal Wootton Ba

Starts 7.30pm
Refreshments

Retiring Collection

PURTON TWINNING ASSOCIATION

Annual Christmas time Quiz
Friday 21 December 2018, Silver
Threads Hall, 7.30pm for 8pm start.
Teams of up to six. £6.50 per person
to include ploughman’s supper.
Licenced Bar & Raffle.
Entries to Len &
Barbara Page 770160
Email: lc.page@virgin.net

Groups are invited to submit forthcoming events in, for, and on
behalf of the community Email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Purton and District Probus Club

At our meeting on the 9th October, Bernard Purrier from the Whale
and Dolphin Conservation Charity, a global organisation which has its
headquarters in Chippenham, gave an illustrated talk, mainly about dolphins, but
including the conservation of all marine mammals which are collectively called
Cetaceans. There are 86 species of whales, dolphins and porpoises. They differ
greatly in appearance, distribution and behaviour.
Dolphins are highly intelligent animals with some incredible capabilities. They have
been known to save humans in distress at sea by guarding against sharks and
helping swimmers to reach safety ashore. They sometimes fish using a sponge in
their beak to brush away the sand of the seabed to reveal flatfish, and they often
accessorise themselves with seaweed during courtship to attract a mate. Another
behaviour observed is that of taking Puffer-fish in their beaks and squeezing out
small amounts of the lethal toxin carried by the Puffer. It gives the dolphins a ‘high’
and enhances their play. The Orca (‘killer whale’), together with many of the other
whales, have a type of radar similar to that of bats. The emission and receiving of a
pulse, Echolocation, gives them effective sight in deep or dark waters. It is reported
that dolphins, using this ability can locate something as small a seed of corn. Marine
mammals spend their whole lives in water and, unlike those on land, do not sleep;
they have two separate halves to their brain which allows them to rest each half
alternately, while breathing can be stopped and started by the other half, which stays
awake.
Marine mammals differ from fish in the following ways; they are warm blooded
and give birth to live young, they breath with lungs rather than gills and the tail
movement is up and down, not left to right as in fish.
Whales can be divided into two types; Baleen whales, which live in deep waters and
feed by filtering krill through a comb like structure suspended inside their upper jaw,
and Toothed Whales, which feed on lesser fish.The sperm whale has a liking for large
amounts of squid which it swallows whole, but has difficulty in digesting the beak. A
fishing method, introduced by the Chinese, of hoovering krill from the seabed is a
very definite threat to the Baleen Whale.
Bernard’s talk covered about twenty different species of marine mammals including
the threatened Beluga and was full of surprising information about whales, dolphins
and porpoises. Whale hunting, fishing practices and pollution of the sea is killing too
many marine mammals. The 20th century saw the reduction of whales by 99%. The
WDC charity is performing a very important role in trying to prevent any further
extinction of these creatures.
On 25th October Lew Lawton, from Shrivenham, gave a talk on The Shetland Islands.
Lew’s interest in Shetland derives from his service, at RAF Saxa Vord, during the
Cold War of the 60’s. The Radar defence installation, on the northern tip of the
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isle of Unst, operated a 24 Hr/365 day watch. Any Intrusion could be immediately
reported to Aberdeen or Oslo. Subsequently, Satellite observation made the Radar
dishes, etc., obsolete, and in 1994, Lew returned to Shetland, as a BT Engineer to
decommission the system and remove the NATO equipment.
Shetland, the name has evolved from the Old Norse words “hjalt” and “land”, is a
subarctic archipelago of Scotland that lies northeast of Great Britain. It is 104 miles
from the Scottish mainland and 223 miles from Norway.The Islands form part of the
division between the Atlantic and the North Sea. The total area is 567 sq miles and
the population, in 2011, was 23,210. A recent news item reports that the Shetland
MSP recently succeeded (14/10/18), in banning, on official maps, the use of a box to
show the islands nearer to the mainland than they really are. Shetlanders felt it gave
a false impression of their special independence.The largest island is “Mainland” with
an area of 373 Sq Miles. Lerwick is the capital, having taken over from Scalloway in
1708.There are, in addition, 15 inhabited islands. Humans have lived in Shetland since
the Mesolithic period and there is much archaeological evidence to be seen. The
earliest written reference dates from Roman times. Early history was dominated by
Scandinavian influences and the islands did not become part of Scotland until 1472. In
1707, when Scotland became part of Great Britain, trade switched from Scandinavia
to Britain. Fishing has continued to be an important aspect of the economy up to the
present day. The discovery of North Sea oil in 1970 significantly boosted Shetland’s
activity and employment figures.
Many of the place names and descriptions of geographical features are rooted in the
Norse heritage of the isles. The ‘Up Helly Aa’ is an annual Viking festival, when a long
boat is built and set on fire. A More recent undertaking, on two days in April is the
‘Da Voar Redd Up’ when 20% of the population turn out to gather the tons of litter
and debris that is blown ashore by the severe winter gales. During the Second World
War, a clandestine fleet of Norwegian fishing boats heroically maintained a link,
known as the Shetland Bus, to support the Norwegian resistance against the Nazi
occupation. Today Norwegian fishing and naval vessels often call at Shetland ports
and yacht races are annually contested between Lerwick and Bergen. Shetland has
four airports to cater for inter-island travel, sometimes necessary for the children
to attend school.
The geographical features of the islands can be best appreciated by recalling the two
television programmes; - ‘An Island Parish’ and ‘Shetland’ the detective series. The
rolling grasslands support hundreds of thousands of sheep, a major industry of the
islands. The surname of the detective, Jimmy Perez is Spanish and may be an echo of
an Armada survivor.
The islands boast many tourist attractions :- music, ethnic entertainment and
produce, Wildlife – a great variety of sea creatures and birds, salmon and sea fishing,
walking sailing and diving.
Continued on page 71
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Lew finished his talk with some of the memorable and amusing experiences of
his times on the islands, assuring us that Shetlanders are very accommodating and
friendly people. The talk was comprehensive and interesting.
The Probus Club meets in the Red House lounge, at 10am, every 2nd & 4th Tuesday
of the month. Programme for December: 11th Breitling Orbiter, 25th President’s
Lunch, 12 noon at The Wiltshire Hotel & Golf Club, Royal Wootton Bassett.
Bob Stevens

Hare Brained Quizzers Launch Mad March Hare 2019

On 1 November 17 teams hopped over to the Mad March Hare annual
quiz night which was held at Swindon Town Football Club. The event
helped launch fund raising activities for the 2019 event. The team also
took the opportunity to celebrate the achievements of the 2018 event
which raised £9,636 for Breast Cancer Now.
Bill Gibbons the quiz master put the teams through their paces with rounds
including History, Geography, Sport and Film. The room was packed with friendly
but competitive quizzers who also enjoyed a tasty ploughman’s supper which
was included in the price of their admission ticket. We welcomed back regular
competitors and several new teams, everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening.
New attendee Emma Mcardle said ‘I attended the evening with my husband and a
group of friends. It was the first time we have gone to a quiz night and although we
were not very good we had a good laugh and the evening was made better as I won
a raffle prize for a meal at Carluccio’s.
The evening was a great success and got the new year off to a fantastic start, raising
£854, the winning team was ‘Usual Suspects’, with runners up ‘Hell Toupe’.
Chair of the Mad March Team, Margaret Nicholson, said ‘the event which is in its
12th year has raised over £100,000 so far and we hope to make 2019 another
successful year. We would like to thank the teams who took part as well as the
many local companies who generously donated raffle prizes. Mad March Hare has
grown in popularity over the years as it appeals to both families wanting to enjoy
the fun and more serious runners alike. We hope to smash our numbers this year
and booking early is advisable to avoid disappointment’.
Registration is now open for the 2019 Mad March Hare event, which will take place
on Sunday 24 March 2019, starting and finishing at Lydiard Park Academy. The 5km
or 10km routes will take walkers, joggers and runners around a circular route of
West Swindon and the popular Lydiard Park.
To take part or volunteer at the event please log on to www.madmarchhare.org.uk/,
email at info@madmarchhare.org.uk or call 0845 6808064.
Follow us on Twitter (@MadMarchHareSWN) or Facebook facebook.com/
madmarchhareswindonbreakthroughbreastcancer)
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Prospect Hospice

‘Christmas (The Way It’s Meant To Be)’ single release
Written by Clarry Bean and Andy Merryweather, “Christmas (The Way It’s Meant To
Be)” is a musical tribute to Clarry’s late wife Christine, who passed away under the
care of Prospect Hospice in the lead up to Christmas 2017. It’s a song, which will
resonate and connect with anyone who has lost a loved one.
It’s sung by Clarry, with vocals from son Danny and daughter Abby. The recording
also features a backing chorus comprised of many of Christine’s relatives and friends.
25% of all proceeds from the sale of the recording will be divided equally between
Prospect Hospice and Vasculitis UK. ‘Christmas (The Way it’s Meant To Be)’ will be
officially released on Friday 7 December 2018 and will be available To Pre-order
from Friday 5 October 2018 on their website www.illuminatemylife.co.uk.
Get Festive for Prospect this December!
If you want to get in the festive mood and support your local hospice, Prospect has
a variety of Christmas themed fundraising activities available.
Dig out your festive knitwear for Christmas Jumper Day on the 14 December.Take it
a little easier by cutting out all that Christmas card writing with their Easy Christmas
Card, or have your presents expertly wrapped at their charity gift wrapping station
located in the Brunel Shopping Centre, Swindon.
To find out more about any of their Christmas events and activities please visit
www.prospect-hospice.net/festive or call the fundraising team on 01793 816161.
Box Collectors
We are currently looking for some fabulous volunteers to become box collectors in
the Covingham, Brinkworth and Penhill areas. Our box collectors are an extremely
important part of our volunteer team, as they collect the household boxes in their
neighbourhoods, allowing us to generate more income from within the community.
Not only does it make it more convenient for people to donate, it also allows those
who are limited in mobility to still be able to collect using their household box.
If you think you are able to help or would like some more information on this role,
then please give Alex a ring on 01793 816163 or drop an email to alexandracooper@
prospect-hospice.net.
Prospect Rocks
Prospect Hospice is joining the rock painting craze! In late October the hospice
hid around 30 rocks across Swindon and Marlborough that were designed with the
Prospect logo and a text donation code.They are now challenging the community to
go out and find the rocks, take a photo, donate £3 to your local hospice and re-hide
the rock in an area of your choice. Happy hunting
Hollie Ricketts, Community Fundraiser
Page 72

