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Purton Contacts

Wiltshire Councillor Jacqui Lay 770704
Doctor Purton Surgery 770207
Dental Surgery Church Street 770532

Philip Cooke 771022
Junior Church Mary Hodges 770505
Library Librarians 770870
(Mondays 2-5pm; Tuesdays 2-7pm; Wednesdays 10am-5pm; Fridays 2-5pm)
Luncheon Club Pat Suddaby 771331
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12 noon, Silver Threads Hall)
Museum Curator: Beth Farnham, bethaney23@icloud.com
Police/Fire/Ambulance Emergencies 999
Police Non-emergency 101
Age Concern Minibus Hazel Woodbridge 770862
Purton Parish Council Deborah Lawrence 771066
Purton Silver Threads Brenda Cook 770431
Recycling Centre, Mopes Lane, (10am-4pm: Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery Purton Vets 771869
Health & Wellbeing Champion Ellen Blacker 07557 922020
Pips Community Café Duty volunteers 07498 526872
(Tuesday-Friday 9am-4.30pm, Saturdays 10am-2pm) www.facebook.com/purtoncommunitycafe/
Schools & Playgroups
Bradon Forest School Secretary 770570
Pear Drops at Playclose Sarah Grigg 950159
Pear Drops Pre-School 
(formerly Under 5s’)

Sarah Grigg 978536

St Mary’s Primary School Secretary 770239
Church of England - Parish Church of St Mary www.stmaryspurton.org.uk 
For information about services, see the diary pages in the centre of the magazine.
Vicar: Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk 

Tel: 770077, 773031 (emergencies only)
Curate: Revd Judith Wells email: judithwells36@googlemail.com 

Tel: 770627
Wardens Sandra Horsnall: 

770157
Jane Smith: 
772422

Administrator: Rosie Harris administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk Tel: 773035
Methodist Churches For information about services in Purton, see the diary pages in the 
centre of the magazine. Braydon: Sundays 6.00pm Evening Worship
Minister: Revd David Perkins Tel: 853197, 1 Garraways, Woodshaw,  

Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 8LT
Catholic Church - Church of the Sacred Heart, High St, Royal Wootton Bassett 
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Priest: Revd Father Lucas Rodrigues Tel: 852366
Services: Holy Mass Sunday 11.00am. Mon, Tues, Wed 9.30am. Fri 7.00pm
Catholic Church - St Mary’s Church, High St, Cricklade
Priest: Father Michael Robertson Tel: 01285 712586 St Mary’s Church
Services: Holy Days 7.00pm, Sundays 9.30am Mass.
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From the Editors
The front cover of your magazine this month features 12 original watercolour 
paintings that were so generously created by local artist Andy le Poidevin who 
died recently. Andy approached the committee towards the end of 2003 and asked 
if we would like some local illustrations for our 2004 front covers. Having been 
around the village with his sketch book to capture different views, he painted the 
12 originals that we are pleased and proud to reproduce again. More than that, he 
then generously donated all 12 originals to a silent auction with all proceeds for 
St. Mary’s church – more details are on page 46.

Another person who has left their mark on our community is Louise Tidman who, 
with husband Martin, is moving back to the Midlands. It was only 11 years ago 
Louise attended a Purton Age Concern meeting having previously worked for Age 
Concern in the Tamworth area and within a year became our local secretary. Many 
of Louise and Martin’s contributions to our community can be found on page 20 
highlighting many of the holes to be filled after their relocation. They leave with 
huge thanks for their efforts and we hope they leave with happy memories of 
Purton similar to those we have of them.

Spring has officially arrived after the sunny prologue we experienced in February 
and now the greening of the countryside is the ultimate evidence giving us a spring 
in our step at this exciting time of the year. Quoting Mark Twain “it is spring fever.  
That is what the name of it is. And when you have got it, you want – oh, you don’t know 
quite what it is you want, but it just fairly makes your heart ache, you want it so!”

This issue of your magazine contains a plethora of pleasures available in Purton in 
the coming weeks to encourage readers to experience and enjoy the many events 
and activities, especially our Easter church services (page 38). Also included are 
details from the Red House club (page 43) the tennis club (page 47) the bowls 
club (page 58) the football club (page 57) and the cricket club (page 37) together 
with information about looking after bulbs that have flowered on page 50. Then 
preparations for the carnival are on page 28 and for Christian Aid week on page 
54. 

How lucky we are to live in such a vibrant community.

£18
Annual subscription for 
Red House membership, 

with plenty of regular 
events – see page 43

20
Black sacks of dog poo 

and litter collected from 
Purton’s fields and paths 
in one day – see page 67

77
KS 4 students from 

Bradon Forest school 
visited three Eastern USA 

cities – see page 44

April 2019 
Volume 41 No.4 

1st Published 1975
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Purton Parish Council News
Purton: A Dementia Friendly Community

We are currently working on a project to engage with the community 
during the National Dementia Awareness week to be held on Saturday 
25th May from 10am to 2pm in the Village Hall. We are hoping to have 
a range of stalls and activities for all ages. 

If anyone wishes to help with our aim to make Purton a Dementia Friendly 
Community we would love to hear from you. 

Next set of Dementia Friends Information Sessions:

Friday 26th April at 11am at Pips Community Café

A session will be run at the event being held on 25th May in the Village Hall, more 
info to follow.

Wednesday 19th June 2019 at 11am at Pips Community Café.

A huge well done to Pips Community Café. We wish to create an environment that 
is befitting for all those within our community including those living with dementia. 
We are working towards the 80% target of all volunteers becoming a Dementia 
Friend and then we will be able to finalise this amazing news and venture. Pips will 
be second organisation within Purton, after Purton Farm Shop, which has taken on 
the challenge and stepped up… we couldn’t be prouder of you. We are also starting 
work with the Cedars Care Home for all staff to become a “Dementia Friend”. 

This project wouldn’t be what it is without the amazing support of Sue Giles, one 
of our local unsung heroes.

Community Engagement

This months questions is: 

Q. Why can’t my uncle be buried in Purton Cemetery? – He used to 
live here as a child and loved Purton

A. Purton Parish Council currently manages one burial ground with limited remaining 
space, estimated around 10 years. This timeframe is a guestimate as we are not able 
to accurately ascertain how many graves will be required.

The decision to allow only residents to be buried unless you have a pre-purchased 
or owned plot was introduced to allow those residents of Purton at time of death 
to be buried in Purton without fear of available space. 

Anyone who owns a grave and moves away can return to the space given the 
appropriate fee. If a resident who has lived in the village all their lives and has to 
move due to ill health to be cared for outside of the village, will also be able to 
return.

The burial grounds are maintained to an extremely high standard and requires 
regular maintenance. 
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The new burial ground proposal which is being considered currently is on the land 
known as Long Ground, Church End. Investigation is currently underway to ascertain 
the suitability of all types of burial in this area. 

Once information and full testing have been completed, the aim is to work with a 
specialist contractor to design a new burial ground, pending land drainage and usage 
reports.

Until this time, we do not anticipate any changes to our current rules and regulations 
regarding interment of non-residents. Priority will always be given to the residents 
of Purton at time of passing. www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Community-
Engagement.aspx

Donations - Working with the community 

Purton Parish Council are permitted under Section 137 (1) Local Government Act 
1972 to provide donations to groups/causes for new projects within Purton and 
the surrounding areas, that will be of benefit to all or part of the community (not 
individuals). This coming financial year 2019/20 the Council have increased their 
budget to incorporate a larger fund for such groups. A form is available from our 
website, our offices or via email. For more information please do not hesitate to 
speak to the Clerk. Donations are considered twice yearly in February and July. 
www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Financial-Details.aspx

Donations made during 2018/19
• Swindon Dial a Ride £500
• Purton Toddler Group £350
• Wiltshire Fun in the Sun £275
• Purton Cricket Club £200
• Purton Football Club £128
• Swindon and Cricklade Railway £500

Meet your Councilors

A number of Parish Councillors will be available for a chat over a coffee at PIPS 
Community Café on Friday 12th July at 2pm. If you have any concerns that are within 
the remit of the Parish Council then please come and meet the Councillors and use 
the amazing community facilities on offer at Pips Café. 

Purton Youth Club for School Years 4-7

Don’t forget to bring your young children along to the Youth Club held on a 
Wednesday in the Village Hall from 6.15pm to 7.45pm for Purton resident children 
only. For more details please contact the Youth Leader Jude Deaman Telephone: 
01242 224 509; Mobile: 07787821798 Website: www.communitymas.co.uk. A 
Facebook page has also been set up under Purton Youth Club.

Councillors 2018-19

Chairman of Council/Charities  Ray Thomas  01793 951520
Finance & General Purposes
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Vice Chair of Council/Chair of Burials Neil Hooper  01793 771066
Councillor    Helen Hicks  01793 778207
Councillor     Geoff Greenaway 01793 771140
Councillor    Kevin Law  07768 456989
Councillor    Sue Matthews  01793 771091
Chair of Play Areas   Vicky McKerrow  01793 778190
Councillor    Julie Ann Hurwood 01793 771066
Chair of Staff Sub   Paul Grigg   01793 771066
Councillor    Sue Relfe  01793 771066
Councillor    Elizabeth Wilson  01793 771854
Councillor     Emily Seabrook  01793 771066
Councillor    Grant Seabrook  01793 771066
Councillor     Jim Reid   01793 771066

April Meetings

Monday 8 April 2019 Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Monday 15 April 2019 Council meeting at 7.00pm in the Village Hall
Tuesday 23 April 2019 Recreation meeting at 7.00pm in the Council Offices
Tuesday 23 April 2019 Burials meeting at 7.30pm in the Council Offices
Monday 29 April 2019 Purton War Memorial and Village Centre charity meeting at 

7.00pm in the Village Hall

Memory Stones

We now have three memorial tribute stones in place at the front entrance to the 
cemetery. If you are interested in a memorial stone to honour a loved one who was 
a resident in Purton at time of death, please contact the Clerk on 771066 or email 
deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Planning Permission granted with conditions

8/11234/FUL 30 Ringsbury Close, Proposed single storey front extensions.
18/11211/FUL 11 Vasterne Close, Two storey side extension and replacement 

of existing flat roofs to dormer windows with pitched roofs 
(revised application ref 18/02799/FUL) 

18/11854/FUL 49 RINGSBURY CLOSE. Side/rear extensions. Approve with 
conditions.

19/00250/FUL Co-Operative Food, Harford House. 1 Station Road. Demolition 
of existing extension on northern side of the premises and 
erection of a new single storey extension in connection with 
the ground floor retail use; removal of existing plant units and 
replacement with plant condenser, plant compressor and air 
conditioning units in acoustic housing, enclosed within a new 
close boarded 2.1m high fence of the north of the site; erection 
of new storage unit, freezer and cold-room to the east of the 
site with a canopy overreplacement and widening of existing 
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shop entrance on the western elevation; removal of existing 
shopfront and entrance on the southern elevation and the 
construction of a new back of house entrance door with level 
access; repairs to render, brickwork, paintwork and timber 
throughout the buildings as required. Approved with conditions.

18/11742/VAR Derryfield Farm, The Common. Minety. Variation of condition 11 
of planning permission 16/03224/FUL to allow for incorporation 
of revised garage location. Approve with conditions.

18/11744/FUL Derryfield Farm, The Common, Minety. Proposed erection of hay 
barn, ménage, tennis court and associated works (Resubmission 
of 18/05668/FUL).

Planning Applications Refused

For information 18/11480/PNCOU Row House Farm, 19 Hoggs Lane, conversion of 
existing barn to create 2 dwellings and associated operational development works

Charities

Thank you to the residents who have completed the online/paper survey and 
attended the consultation meetings. A report will be produced in the coming months 
given collated information, statistics and professional review. Once the Charity has 
reviewed the information it will be made public. 

At the Annual Parish meeting to be held on Monday 8th April 2019 at 7.30pm in 
the Village Hall the Council/Trustees will give a presentation on questions raised 
regarding this review, dependant on the information available to them at that time.

Business Opportunity

Fancy being your own boss? Running your own small local business? The Kiosk 
at the Village Centre, is available for lease. If you are interested please contact 
the charities secretary for more information on 01793 771824 or email teresa.
hartshorn@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

We have set up a “GIVEASYOULIVE” site for the Purton Institute and Village Hall 
Charity which once subscribed, allows donations to be generated through online 
shopping. No fees, no charges, free to register. Please take a look, share the link 
between family and friends and let’s raise some pennies. www.giveasyoulive.com/

Community Speed Watch

The trained volunteers have been regularly carrying out speed watch sessions at 
the determined sites and have recently been questioned regarding the speed limit 
throughout the main road in Purton (Station Road/High Street). Please be advised 
that although there are stickers on lamp posts, wheelie bins etc. stating 20mph the 
statutory speed limit is in fact 30 mph.

Community Speed Watch (CSW) is a locally driven initiative where active members 
of the community join together with the support of the Police to monitor speeds 
of vehicles using speed detection devices. Vehicles exceeding the speed limit are 
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referred to the Police with the aim of educating drivers to reduce their speeds.

Speeding continues to be a concern for many communities. Volunteers receive 
appropriate training and are supported by the Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) 
staff. 

If you are interested in knowing more and how you can be a part of this community 
initiative please either contact Paul Grigg on paul.grigg@purtonparishcouncil.gov.
uk or Deborah Lawrence on deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk or call 
the office on 01793 771066.

How to contact the Parish Council

Telephone number: 01793 771066 
Email address: deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Website www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Parish Council’s letter box: The letter box can be found on the wall adjacent to the 
side door (entrance door to the Parish Council offices) to the rear of the Library/
Institute.

Facebook, Twitter and Website

Just one click will see you interact with the Parish Council. Events, road closures, 
meet the staff, “did you know”, photographs and much more. If you have an event 
in the Parish that you would like us to promote on any of our media platforms 
please contact the Clerk on deborah.lawrence@purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk or call 
771066. Find us on: Facebook – Purton Parish Council Twitter - @PurtonPC

On our website you can sign up to receive regular updates which will keep you 
informed of things happening in and around the village such as planning information 
and road closures, etc. Please have a look at the site: www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.
uk and sign up today.

Roadworks – Collins Lane Purton, 20 April
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. Temporary Closure of: Collins 
Lane (Part), Purton (Ref: TTRO 5835).

Notice is hereby given that the Wiltshire Council has made an Order to close 
temporarily to all traffic: Collins Lane (Part), Purton; from property known as 
4 Collins Lane for a distance of approximately 150 metres in a south westerly 
direction. To enable: Network Rail to lift crossing decking and carry out inspection 
and replace decking.

Alternative route: via Collins Lane (unaffected length) – B4553 The Pry/Packhorse – 
Cricklade Road – Widham – Station Road and vice versa.

The closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.

This Order will come into operation on 20 April 2019 and the closure will be 
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required between the hours of 23:20 and 09:10 until 21 April 2019. It is anticipated 
that the works will take the stated duration to complete depending upon weather 
conditions. Access will be maintained for residents and businesses where possible, 
although delays are likely due to the nature of the works. The Order will have a 
maximum duration of 18 months.

For further information please contact A-Plant Lux Traffic Control on behalf of 
Network Rail on 03700 500792.

Purton & Green Gable Surgery PPG
PPG Fundraising

Through hampers at ‘flu clinics, Vintage Tea Parties and 
other events we have raised funds to purchase larger chairs with arms for the 
waiting rooms in both surgeries, a Dermatoscope, and now we are raising funds 
for a Doppler Machine. We also held a Cheese and Wine Evening to raise funds 
for Brighter Futures at Great Western Hospital for their fundraising appeal for a 
radiotherapy unit at the hospital.

Profits from the books sold in the surgery assist our funds as does money from the 
Table Top sales – donations of books and items for the table top should be handed 
in to the receptionists.

Information Evening – Sepsis, Thursday 14 March 

By the time you read this our Information Evening on Sepsis on Thursday 14 March 
will have taken place. Thanks are due to our speaker Nicola Deveaux, Team Lead in 
Acute Sepsis and Kidney Injury at Great Western Hospital. 

Quiz Evening with a Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 29 March

This event to raise funds for a Doppler Machine again will have taken place by the 
time you read this. 

A Doppler is used for patients who suffer from leg ulcers who have a risk of 
developing deep vein thrombosis (DVT) and therefore have to have regular checks 
for this.

The procedure that is undertaken is called a Doppler assessment. The nurse uses 
the machine to measure the blood flow through legs and ankles. This procedure is 
very long with a pre-measurement resting time of up to 20 minutes, and a further 
30 minutes to complete the assessment.

A new Doppler machine will allow the measurement to be done in minutes and cost 
around £3,000. Not only will this benefit patients needing this assessment, but it will 
also free up valuable appointment time for other patients.

As always, your support for our work to both inform and support patients and the 
practice is much appreciated.

Serving patients in Purton, Cricklade & surrounding communities 
Sheila Fowler, Secretary, Purton PPG
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Purton & District Age Concern
We are now moving into the part of the year when we start our 
monthly coach trips with the first one, a mystery tour, on 3rd 
April. Contact your street warden if you want to go. There will 
be a trip each month through the summer, some are mystery trips and others are 
themed, with a boat trip in June, so be aware and make sure to book up in plenty of 
time as some are limited numbers.

We have received some money recently from a legacy and a donation and are so 
grateful to these kind people for thinking of Purton Age Concern at what must 
be difficult times for them. We would like to thank Sarah Cheeseman, daughter of 
Alfred James Mills or ‘Jim’ as he was known. Also from Miss Owen from Swindon, 
who was the sister of Margaret Gregory, and was so appreciative of Purton Age 
Concern.

Following a phone call from Wendy Johnson last week we are pleased to announce 
another cream tea fundraising event organised at the Maharajah Restaurant on 
Monday 6th May (Bank Holiday Monday) where they will share the donations 
received with Purton Age Concern and their charity in India they support. This is a 
lovely event, and if you are a cake-maker then please help by contacting Wendy or 
Khalique and offer to support it.

We have various articles in the form of a wheelchair, some walkers and zimmer 
frames that are stored in Tony’s garage so if you think you might need these at any 
time then ring Tony Price on 770696.

Three of us from the committee, and various others from village groups, attended a 
meeting recently at the Village Hall. We are all groups that regularly use the hall for 
our events and were invited to come along and discuss the future of the hall. The 
Parish Council are seeking to set up Trustees to take over the running and bookings 
as they can’t cope with the responsibility. We will be drafting a letter stressing that 
it is important that Purton Village Hall is supported. 

We have also news that Bradies are considering dropping Purton from its list of 
areas covered because of lack of use. This service is very important as it gives free 
travel to the hospital, or Wootton Bassett for instance. For people with bus passes 
the service is free. You need to ring 01249 890794 to book with them, if we don’t 
use it we lose it!

Future Events

Minibus Shopping Trips – Hazel is organising a shopping trip to Cirencester on 
Friday 22nd March, Friday 12th April to Dursley and Friday 26th April to Cirencester 
and all trips will leave the village at 9am. For more details and to book your place on 
the minibus please contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862.

3Bs Evening - This is on Friday 5th April at 7.30pm in the Silver Threads Hall. The 
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tickets are all sold for this event, but fear not, we will be holding another one on the 
4th October so if you would like to attend please contact Jenny Barnes on 770339. 
Please contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862 to book your place on the minibus if 
you need transport.

Mystery Tour - We will have our first coach trip of the year on Wednesday 3rd 
April starting at 10am. The cost will be £15 for Purton pensioners and £17 for non-
pensioners or visitors and includes lunch. Please contact your Street Warden to 
book your tickets. The seats must be booked by 25th March latest.

Mystery Tour -The second trip of the season will be on Wednesday 1st May starting 
at 10am. The cost will be £15 for Purton pensioners and £17 for non-pensioners or 
visitors and includes lunch. Please contact your Street Warden to book your tickets. 
The seats must be booked by 22nd April latest

Boat Trip - We have arranged a narrow boat trip at Devizes, a two hour cruise with 
a fish and chip lunch en route, for 12th June with a 10am start from Purton. The 
cost will be £18 for Purton pensioners and £20 for non-pensioners and people from 
outside the area. Seat numbers are limited so please contact your street warden as 
soon as you can.

Past Events 

Jumble Sale - This event was held on 9th February and was a hectic time, the 
amount of jumble we received surpassed previous events and meant that we made a 
very healthy income of £468.73 so thank you to all who donated, and a special thank 
you to all the helpers on the day, we all felt a bit ‘second-hand’ at the end. 

Information 

Fire Service & Bobby Van - If you need a smoke alarm fitting or checking please 
contact the Fire Service on 0800 038 2323. If you need the Bobby Van please call 
them on 01380 861155.

Luncheon Club - This is held at the Silver Threads Hall. Please give Pat Suddaby 
a call on 771331 for information. At the moment there is a waiting list for places, 
which is a testament to how good this service is.

Minibuses - Please contact Hazel Woodbridge on 770862 if you would like to book 
the minibus. If you are thinking of volunteering as a driver or “shotgun” (driver’s 
assistant) on the minibuses please contact Andy White the minibus secretary on 
771656 or email him at andywhitepacmb@gmail.com (New volunteers are always 
welcome.) 

Tai chi - Tai chi sessions are held each Thursday at 2pm in the Millennium Hall. There 
are places available so if you would like to give it a try, just turn up at the Millennium 
Hall, the first session is free, then the cost is £4 per session. 

Friendship Club - The Friendship Club is run by the Silver Threads committee 
and meets monthly in the Silver Threads Hall from 2pm-4pm. Please contact Jenny 
Barnes on 770339 for more information. They met on the 8th March for lunch at 
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The Bell, Purton Stoke and had two courses, and a relaxing and fun time was had 
by all. The next meeting will be on Friday 5th April at 2pm at the Silver Threads 
Hall. Transport is available, to book your place on the minibus please contact Hazel 
Woodbridge on 770862.

Peter Berry

We were all selfishly sorry to hear that Louise, secretary of Purton and District 
Age Concern, had resigned. While we knew it was going to happen we were hoping 
that circumstances might change and Louise and her husband Martin would stay 
in Purton but it was not to be, instead it was happening quicker than expected. 
However, all things in life have a purpose and Pete Berry, our chairman, announced 
at our Burns night that we were looking for a secretary and a lady kindly offered 
her services, so we welcome Georgina Colman (George) to the fold and hope she 
will enjoy her time with us. Louise and Martin are going back home to Ashby de 
la Zouche to live in Martin’s mother’s bungalow, which was his home once. There 
is quite a lot of updating and decorating needed on the bungalow which Louise is 
doing and she is overseeing the other work while there. We miss her already but we 
all have lovely memories of her that nobody can take away.

Louise came to one of our meetings eleven years ago out of interest after reading 
about us in the magazine and what a new dimension she gave us. She knew far more 
about Age Concern than we did as she had been a paid worker for Age Concern in 
the Tamworth area before moving to Purton. Mind, they didn’t have a street warden 
scheme like we have but she had knowledge of claims, benefits etc. that people were 
entitled to. I expect she will be head hunted when she finally moves back home! 
What was so nice about Louise was that she did far more than one would expect a 
secretary to do, always willingly with a smile on her face.

As I said earlier, she read about us in the Purton Magazine and came to one of our 
monthly meetings about eleven years ago and within a year she had taken over the 
job of secretary and what an asset she was, like a breath of fresh air, bringing new 
ideas like the boat and train trips and very efficient with it. What I feel is the most 
important thing with Louise was her involvement with the rest of the village and 
always having an ear for peoples’ problems which made her very well known to 
villagers. someone that people could talk to quite easily and the number of people 
she has helped is unbelievable.

Louise has been an enthusiastic helper with Coffee and Chat, Luncheon Club, Lent 
Lunches, Silver Threads and the Friendship Club and one of her big achievements 
was starting ‘Knit a Square’ in the village. She got so many people involved in 
knitting squares which were sewn into blankets and sent to South Africa. It would 
be interesting to know how many thousands, yes thousands, were knitted and, 
after a while, her knitters made jumpers, hats and mittens for the children there. 
Unfortunately, because of difficulties with the South African customs and the cost of 
sending items, this scheme has had to stop but a great many children benefitted from 
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this scheme that Louise started. Louise also started a knitting group at Ashgrove 
House nursing home and she has been a enthusiastic supporter and helper at so 
many village events – a willing and capable pair of hands on so many occasions.

Outside the village, Louise organised the food and drink for the Ridgeway 40, an 
event which saw upwards of 400 people walking or running 40 miles along the 
Ridgeway. You can imagine what a lot of organising this took. We used to help at the 
main tea stop just above Wantage and it was always a very enjoyable day finishing 
with fish and chips from Wantage and driving up on the downs to eat them. 

Let’s not forget Martin in all this as he supported Louise in all she did in the village 
and in Age Concern. He did a lot of the manual work which was greatly appreciated 
by us oldies. What about his raffle selling! He always sold more tickets than we had 
before – was it his persuasive powers or his personality? – whatever it was we shall 
miss Martin.

Well, Louise, words seem so inadequate for what you have given Purton. You came 
here to live and became a part of the village, giving so much pleasure and kindness to 
so many. We will miss you so much – I will certainly miss my 9.0 am. phone calls. You 
will never be forgotten with all the lovely memories you have left us with. Thank you.

Tony Price BEM – President, Purton and District Age Concern

Mr. Jim Mills

We were all sorry to hear of the death of the late Jim Mills whose right name, I 
believe, was Alfred James, but we all knew of him as Jim – a real true Purtonian, 
whose mother and father lived just off the top square. His father’s nick name was 
Sledger and he played football for the Purton Club in the 1920s and Jim still had a 
gold medal which his father won while playing in the VWH league. Jim was more of 
a dart and skittle man, playing at various licensed establishments around the village 
– there were a few more in those days! A lot of people would remember him from 
when he worked at Thompson’s Garage along with Beckett Mills. This garage was 
where Thompson’s Court is now – quite a change in that area from what it was then. 
One thing, Jim never had far to walk to work. In later years one of Jim’s pleasures 
was to have a ride in his buggy down to the Workman’s Club on a Saturday lunch 
time to have a pint. Before that he always drove a three wheeler car which he used 
to get about in. 

Jim was married to Ruth who sadly passed away some time ago and they had one 
daughter Sarah. Could we thank Sarah for money in lieu of flowers coming to 
Purton Age Concern and thank all his relations and friends for their kind donations. 
We shall be remembering you all in our thoughts and prayers, especially Sarah.

Miss Owen

We in Age Concern were somewhat surprised to receive a generous donation from 
the will of the late Miss Owen of Swindon. Who is Miss Owen we ask ourselves, well 
she is the sister of Mrs. Margaret Gregory who lives in Hyde Lane. We wondered if 
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this kind gesture was because she could see, or had heard, how her street warden 
and our minibuses tried to make life a little easier for Margaret. This gesture was 
greatly appreciated and we thank the executors of her will for carrying out her 
wishes.

Diamond Wedding celebrations - 21 March 2019
William and Betty Gunning met 
whilst working in Hayes, Middlesex 
and married in Uxbridge. At the 
beginning of their marriage they 
lived with William’s parents, then Bill 
secured a job in Swindon at the now 
Mini plant. As part of the London 
overspill, they were initially housed 
in Park North. 

They had three sons Paul, Mark and 
Andrew. Bill secured a job at the St 
Ivel site and they moved to Wootton 
Bassett. Betty had part time jobs; 
she was a dinner lady at the old 
comprehensive in Wootton Bassett 
for a long time, whilst her boys were 
growing up. Betty was also a housekeeper in the then council-run residential home, 
Ridgeway House in Wootton Bassett. Once the boys had grown into adults, Paul 
was the first to marry and gave Bill and Betty their first two grandchildren, Jemma 
and Aaron. Mark and Andrew emigrated to New Zealand, met their partners and 
are both married with a further four grandchildren in New Zealand. Bill and Betty 
travelled to New Zealand many times, for weddings and to meet new grandchildren. 
They spent their Golden wedding anniversary in New Zealand on their last trip. 

Bill and Betty are still enjoying their retirement and have said the secret to a good 
marriage is compromising. They moved to Purton in 1990 and lived for a while in 
Dogridge and then to a little bungalow in Reids Piece. They love gardening and still 
manage their garden independently. Betty loves doing her bedding plants and patio 
pots every year, it’s team work when the grass needs cutting. Betty enjoys being a 
member of the Silver Threads club, used to sing in the choir, and helped with the 
meals on wheels for some years. Bill used to help the club too by helping to put 
tables and chairs out for jumble sales, table sales and events being held in the Silver 
Threads Hall. They enjoy spending time with their family in the UK, and Skype often 
with the New Zealand family too! Happy 60th Diamond wedding to you both Betty 
and Bill Gunning.

Karen Gunning
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Church Floodlighting
March 5 St Mary’s was floodlit in memory of my Darling Partner Jeffery 

Waite for the 7th anniversary of his death. He was very much 
loved and is missed by Iris, Roslyne, Lesley and family: and also 
Jeff ’s family, Ann, Julia, Robert and Helen.

April 9 The Church will be floodlit in memory of Leslie Holland on his birthday. 
From all his family.

April 21 St Mary’s celebrates Easter Day. He is risen Alleluiah!
If you would like the Church floodlit for a special date, occasion, or memorial, please contact 
Libbie on 771018. The cost is £20 for one evening and it would be helpful if the date 
is booked at least a month before the chosen night. A short announcement can also be 
published in this magazine at no extra cost.

Ten Years Ago...
The first item in the Purton Diary for 1st April 2009 was that the local council 
would cease to exist on that day, being replaced by a new Wiltshire Council. Just ten 
years later, in the March 2019 edition of the magazine, we hear that once again it 
is all change for the council. Add in all the upheaval nationally scheduled for March 
29th this year and one wonders if anything in government is capable of consistency. 
Having witnessed one of these operations, I have observed two effects. One is a small 
number of redundancies whose financial advantage is offset by the other whereby 
most of those left move to a renamed job position accompanied by increased pay.

The most important news of the month, though, was the publication of plans for the 
new St. Mary’s school, bringing all its activities onto one site. Of course, the building 
has been up and running for some years now and it is good to see that the old 
premises in the centre of the village have been retained and put to new use.

Ps & Qs submitted a long but detailed article on the ownership of boundary hedges 
and ditches. Suffice here to say that if there is a ditch on the roadside outside your 
hedge/wall it is your riparian responsibility to keep it clear because it is deemed 
that the owner of the property dug it on his land. Unless you can prove otherwise, 
of course.

Once again, Purton Cricket Club included an item from its archives. In 1861 there 
was an announcement that it had appointed a new professional. In view of my 
comment a few months ago about the level of subscription (17.5p for a season) the 
accounts would make interesting reading.

Tucked in at the end is a picture from St. Mary’s school, this time with the date of 
1909. The old building is there, but the children look different.
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Bank Holiday Monday Tea Party
Do you like the idea of eating lots of cake and scones with as many pots of tea or 
cups of coffee as you would like? Sampling some delicious Indian delicacies that 
you may have never tried before? Sitting in comfortable surroundings amongst like-
minded, friendly people and perhaps even making some new friends in the process?

Then come along to The Maharajah on Bank Holiday Monday, May 6th between 
12.30pm and 4pm. where Khalique, Ashish, Wendy and the team will be serving up 
the previously mentioned delights. All the food and refreshments are generously 
donated and hopefully you will enjoy the experience so much that your donations 
of money will help us to raise funds for The Special Needs Hostel Udaipur, India and 
Purton Age Concern.

If you have been to previous Bank Holiday Tea Parties you know you will not be 
disappointed and if you haven’t been before come and see what you have been 
missing out on!!

This year we will provide gluten free and dairy free cakes too.

As previous attendees will know the funds raised are put towards much needed 
improvements and equipment at the hostel. Wheelchairs, tables and chairs, a freezer 
and a new roof to date! Purton Age concern are always very grateful and make good 
use of the portion of the funds donated to them.

So, put the date in your diary and come along at some point and help us to make 
this the best Tea Party so far!

Wendy, Khalique, Ashish and the team. For further information contact Wendy on 07732 
115105 or Khalique on 01793 770998

Cricklade Country Market
Friday April 26th, 2-4pm at The Jenner Hall Cricklade

Everything we sell is locally handmade, home cooked or 
home grown.

This is a local market supplying local things…. with a tea room too. Come and see 
what we have to offer. There is no charge to look!

Future market date: May 31st 

Please call Nikki on 01793 751845 to place an order or for further information 
about the market.

Prayer for Purton 
This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works in: 
Dogridge, Orchard Gardens, Waterfield, Ringsbury Close, Restrop View, (and from Ridgeway 
Farm) Dewpont Close, The Farm and Moses Mead
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Purton Carnival
Purton Carnival is preparing for an exciting 2019. We have a few 
events for you this year that we hope you will enjoy. Since our last article we have 
held our Christmas events, The Quiz at the Red House on the 1st December, the 
Bingo at the Silver Threads on the 5th December and Santa’s visits on 12th, 13th 
and 14th of December. Santa was in his new sleigh this year and was accompanied 
by a few new Elves that helped children to get time with Santa and gave out sweets. 
Santa hopefully managed to get all of the good boys and girls what they asked for in 
their letters. It was lovely to see so many of you at each stop. This event could not 
have been such a success if it was not for the amazing efforts put in by our Santa, our 
Elves, the drivers of the sleigh and the Santa Tracker at HQ who updated Facebook 
with photos and alerts of where and when he would be. You all know who you are 
and I’d like to say a big Thank you to you all for taking the time to help us make this 
Christmas so special. We very much appreciated all of the comments from villagers 
given on our Facebook page during the Santa comes to Purton event and loved all 
the thanks and pictures you shared with us. Your smiles, stories and thanks make all 
the effort worth it ten times over!

We will have the first Quiz of the year on the 30th March at the Working Mens 
Club, followed by the next on the 29th June at the Red House. The penultimate 
quiz will be held on September 28th at the Working Mens club and the last of 2019 
will be on 7th December back at the Redhouse. As those of you who have been to 
our quizzes know, you don’t need to be the brains of Britain to be the winners! A 
fun variety of topics are included such as the popular Family Fortunes style round. 
However, we have received requests for the next quiz to include a Mathematics 
round! Requests are listened to and all will be accommodated wherever possible. 
5 rounds of 10 questions should give every team a chance to rack up some points. 

This year there will be 3 Bingo events hosted by the Purton Carnival committee. 
I hope you have all updated your diaries with the 2019 dates from the back of 
the chocolates we handed out at the last Bingo of 2018, and shared them with 
friends and family. If not, do not fear, the dates are 24th April, 28th August and 4th 
December, all of which will be held at the Silver Threads Hall.

Last year our Easter event was very popular, and we are hoping this year will be 
even bigger. The Easter egg trail on 21st April will take you hopping and skipping 
round The Redhouse and The Hyde, where you and your little Bunnies will find 
hidden eggs and meet the Easter Bunny who’ll be popping up along your way. This 
year we will also have some fair rides at The Redhouse to make the day even more 
fun. The egg hunt will commence from the Redhouse where you will be given your 
first clue and an answer sheet. Follow the clues around the Hyde and Red House 
to be entered into winning a prize by handing in your answer sheet on your return 
to The Redhouse. 
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Teddies Tea Party will be back this year at the Red House on Tuesday 28th May from 
13:30, Please get in contact to add your teddies and children to the tea party, there 
will be crafts, story time and sandwiches, as always when booking the teddy and 
child space please make us aware of any food requirements. 

Our biggest event of 2019 will be ‘Hog Fest’ on the 1st June. There will be a Hog 
roast and brilliant live music from a variety of acts ,this year will be a little different! 
The plans are still in early stages, but I can report that we are planning to start 
the event at 15:00 with the first of our 4 bands. We are delighted to be able to 
announce the following bands from Purton; Auto B Band and Alan Tindale MBE’s 
band In between Days are up 2nd and 3rd with Operation 77 Headlining. We will 
keep you up to date with plans as more become confirmed with posters around 
the village and updates on the Purton Carnival Facebook page. We hope the music 
will be what you come out on the day to enjoy, however, we also hope to keep you 
enjoying yourselves with our Gin and Prosecco Bar, the Beer Bar and the great food, 
we have the Hog Roast and supporting we have a Mexican Food van and fair rides 
for your younger ones.

In our last article we requested you to send us thoughts on how we can support the 
village, what do you want us to raise money for? We have received 2 requests we 
are working on and hope you will support us by turning up to our events.

Man’s best friend “The Dog” is a joy, well until we have to deal with their poo. That is 
where the problem starts. We have a lack of dog poo bins in and around our village, 
and this has meant a lot of places have dog poo left on the edge of paths and in 
fields where farm animals and wildlife will be put up near the problematic areas and 
elsewhere around the village. 

We have been working with the Council to start replacing the trees in the Dingle 
which are dying due to a disease called Ash Die Back. So we have plans to start 
replacing the trees as a way of remembering the life of Pauline Ward who was sadly 
lost last year. Pauline was a much loved and respected member of the community. 
Pauline did a lot for the village over her years with her unstoppable fundraising and 
all the efforts she put in to supporting village events. Because of her drive to make 
the community better throughout her life, we would like to honour her memory by 
working with the Council to replace some of the trees that have become diseased. 
The plan is to plant a tree in her memory with a plaque to mark it. We will keep you 
updated with the date for when this will happen through the Facebook page and by 
putting posters up around the village.

Lastly, if you would like us to donate to your cause or support your project, please 
send your request to tru.gough@gmail.com .We can raise money through the year 
for your cause and will review donations at our annual AGM, which is to be held 
at the Silver Threads on 18th August. We look forward to seeing you at our events.

Purton Carnival Committee



Page 30

Beneath the Wool

Since last month only a few smaller jobs have been done with the sheep, as less 
handling of the sheep is crucial at this moment in time with less than a month to 
go till lambing starts. One of the jobs was to move the ewes that are due to have 
twins to a different field where there is more grass available as well as being given 
supplementary feed which helps the lambs inside grow. The ram also went with the 
ewes to the different field as when a ram has been tupping he can loose 1 body 
condition score which is equivalent to 13kg of fat for a 100kg ram. It is essential 
to get the ram back up to condition over the spring and summer so he is ready to 
work in full condition in the autumn. 

The second job this month was to give the ewes their vaccinations for the lambs 
that haven’t been born. They are given a vaccine that is called Heptavac P Plus which 
vaccinates against common organisms such as Tetanus. The vaccine helps prevent 
9 different organisms when the lambs are born. As well as Heptavac they also get 
Footvax which is a vaccine to stop them getting footrot which is very common in 
sheep especially on wetter areas of ground.

Since last month I’ve been asked by several people about the name of the Farm 
and where it comes from. Rogers Farm was a small farm which was all the fields on 
the Purton side of the railway line stretching to Collins Lane behind Station Road, 
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however before my family moved to Purton in 1959 the farm was split up and the 
part which my grandfather bought was where the house and farm buildings were. 
When my grandparents moved to Purton it was joined onto Widham farm, which is 
why the name got lost but has always been know as Rogers Farm to us. 

With the lambs due very shortly I’ve been thinking of having an open afternoon 
on Sunday 7th April between 2 and 4pm for anyone to come and see the ewes and 
lambs in the lambing shed. It is advisable to bring wellies and if you could refrain 
from bringing dogs it would be appreciated. If you decide to come down to see the 
lambs the farm can be accessed via the footpath by the farm gate which is on Station 
Road opposite Widham Farm just before the railway bridge. I hope to see many of 
you on Sunday 7 April.

Michael Woodward, Rogers Farm, Purton

The NHS has issued the following advice regarding lambing: 

Some infections can be passed from sheep and other animals to humans. If a pregnant 
woman becomes infected, it could harm her and her unborn baby’s health.

If you’re pregnant or think you might be pregnant, avoid close contact with sheep 
during the lambing season, which runs from January to April.

Infections that can affect female sheep (ewes) and that could be passed to pregnant 
women include; chlamydiosis, toxoplasmosis, listeriosis and Q fever.

The risks are low. These infections are uncommon in sheep and very rare in humans. 
The number of human pregnancies affected by contact with sheep is extremely 
small.

Although the risks are low, pregnant women should still avoid close contact with 
sheep during lambing.

To avoid the risk of infection, if you’re pregnant or think you might be pregnant:

• do not help deliver lambs (or calves or kids)
• do not milk ewes
• avoid contact with aborted (miscarried) or newborn lambs and with the 

afterbirth, birthing fluids or contaminated materials, such as bedding
• ensure your partner washes thoroughly after contact with ewes that are lambing
• clothing worn during lambing should be washed separately from other washing
Farmers are responsible for minimising the risk to pregnant women and members 
of their family, the public and professional staff who visit their farms.

Seek medical advice if you’re pregnant and:

• you have a high temperature or flu-like symptoms

• you think you may have got an infection from a farm environment

Cows and goats that have recently given birth can also carry similar infections.

Pregnant women should also be aware that the risk is present at other times of the 
year, not just during the lambing season.
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Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers
2nd Purton Rainbows have been celebrating at every 
opportunity. For Valentine’s Day they cut out big red hearts and 
filled them with everything they love and what they love about themselves. Pancake 
Day and World Book Day came next when they decorated pancakes and dressed up 
as book characters, then writing or drawing a story about themselves.

The Brownie Promise was focus for celebration in both Brownie units with Poppy, 
Loris, Charlotte, Eva, Isabelle, Phoebe, Sophie and Georgie all making their Promise.

A big celebration in the guiding calendar is World Thinking Day on 22 February, a time 
when we think about our international sisters in guiding. Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides from Purton joined with girls from Lydiard Millicent, Minety and Cricklade 
for a district celebration of this special day. An opening ceremony with the lighting 
of candles began the afternoon, then followed a range of activities to challenge 
the girls’ leadership, teamwork, thinking, building and artistic skills. The afternoon 
concluded with singing and it was great to feel a part of ‘something bigger’.

1st Purton Brownies discovered their entrepreneurial skills one evening as each six 
was set the challenge to create a market stall for the others to shop at. They had 
to think about pricing and how to entice customers to their stall rather than to 
one of the others. The Brownies all had to hone their money skills both by giving 
the correct change and checking their own change. The four stalls were all very 
different: selling pictures (including taking commissions); a skipping contest; knocking 
down cups with beanbags; portrait drawing and quizzes. The leaders had a glimpse 
into what the 2039 series of The Apprentice might look like!

2nd Purton Brownies have continued with Skills Builder activities. The First Aid 
group have looked at how to call for help in any emergency, the Camp group have 
discovered the difficulty of getting dressed and undressed in the dark and the Lead 
group have talked about the qualities they would look for in a leader – a discussion 
which prompted some very interesting ideas …..

1st Purton Rainbows’ meetings have focussed on the remaining activities for the 
Take Action Skills Builder. ‘Ready set recycle’ looked at what we can recycle and the 
Rainbows have also been thinking about people In our local community who make 
a difference and making thank you cards. There are some special cards on their way!

Science met baking for the Guides when they had to take a basic cookie recipe and 
alter ingredients to improve on the original. The girls were given information about 
the properties of each ingredient before they made their alterations. Mixing and 
baking followed and then of course sampling – size and crumble factor varied, but 
the verdict was that all tasted good.

Imagination is something the Guides obviously have in abundance as their next 
challenge involving architectural and town planning skills demonstrated. After some 
time outside to review existing facilities they had to create their own designs for 
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a community. Ingenious is an understatement for some of their plans: trees which 
grow to provide houses to the homeless; villages that have all the services everyone 
would need in that community so that no one is uncared for or needs to travel 
miles to access a service; basketball hoops which give food to all who score a basket; 
a park that has water fountains to fill water bottles and toys for children so they 
don’t have to carry their own. Which of these get your vote?

Lots of the activities in this month’s article are from the new guiding programme. 
The unit leadership teams are still getting to grips with how the elements of the new 
programme fit together: the Skills Builders, Unit meeting activities and the interest 
badges (which are now all completed at home). What shines through though is that 
the ‘Five Essentials’ of guiding remain a constant from ‘old’ to ‘new’ programmes: 
working together in small groups, encouraging self-government and decision making, 
a balanced and varied programme which is girl-led, caring for the individual and 
sharing a commitment to a common standard.

For more information about guiding locally, please contact district commissioner 
Janet Abbott by phone on 07454 384763 or by email at braydondc@wncounty.
org.uk. More volunteers to join our team are always welcome. Register interest in 
joining at www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/. 

Find us on Facebook too: www.facebook.com/GirlguidingNorthWiltsDivision 

Tracking with Jacky through 
Wonderful Wiltshire
Jacky Parker of Purton has written a guide 
to towns and villages of Wiltshire as an A5 
size book with 126 pages and photographs in 
colour. It describes many of the towns in our 
county together with descriptions of many of 
the historic buildings and personalities. It will 
make an ideal companion for your visits and 
suggest places to eat and drink. It could also 
make a good Easter present!

Locations include Purton, Cricklade, Royal 
Wootton Bassett, Malmesbury, Castle 
Combe, Lacock, Devizes, Bradford-on-Avon, 
Chippenham, Avebury, Marlborough, Salisbury, 
Swindon and Highworth.

Copies priced £9.99 are available from Jacky Parker on 01793 772523 or from Rick 
Dixon on 01793 759123 or email rickdixonmail@gmail.com.

You can see other examples of Jacky’s work at www.trackingwithjacky.com

Profits will go to Great Ormond Street Hospital.
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The other side of the gate 
I said last month that the cows came in for winter on February the 9th - happy 
to report turnout was on February the 12th! What a strange winter we’ve had. 
As I write, it’s lashing it down with rain blown in on a nasty northerly wind and 
the memories of that glorious weather a few weeks back are nothing more than a 
distant memory!

We started feeding the grass we saved from last autumn on February the 18th. This 
year we are back fencing what they’ve eaten the day before. By doing this, especially 
this time of year when the surface can be quite tender and soft, the ground only gets 
walked on for about 5 hours a day. This has two advantages: 1, there is less damage 
to the soil with 200+ hooves trampling over it and 2, the grass can immediately 
start to grow again, pushing more leaves out and sequestering carbon from the 
atmosphere and building its sugar store in the stem. It would have been nice to 
have turned them out into longer grass so they left more behind, but I had to keep 
reminding myself it was only February and it won’t grow much just yet!

Spring grass has a laxative effect on the stomach. Speed of digestion increases and is 
very, very green and of liquid consistency. It’s the time of year you least want to be 
situated at the dangerous end of an animal if they have an involuntary cough!

We have to be careful introducing the new grass. Too much and too cold it can cause 
a condition called bloat. Bloat can kill a cow in a few hours. I could write a whole 
column on the cause and effect, but I’ll try to keep it brief!

Bloat is attributed to high quality feeds that are easy to digest and rapid to ferment 
in the rumen (the first stomach). When the feed (i.e. young grass, clover, kale, peas 
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etc.) breaks down, a sudden release of cell contents are available for microbes to 
digest. These microbes increase at a rapid rate. Soluble proteins and carbohydrates 
make up the majority of the cell contents of these forages. Any carbohydrates that 
are not used are stored in a viscous slime. In the process of digestion, the microbes 
release a lot of gas and this gas gets caught in the slime as bubbles. This is where 
the problems for the cow begin. Usually this gas release is burped up, but when it’s 
in a slime bubble it can’t be. The pressure in the rumen increases massively and this 
pushes against the diaphragm in the chest and crushes the lungs. The cow literally 
suffocates. In many cases it is going to be the best cows (the ones that eat the most, 
ergo produce the most milk) that gorge on the grass and are more likely to be 
affected. I remember Dad being very upset after losing one of our Ayrshire cows. I 
wasn’t very old and was sent to get the cows out of the field before they ate too 
much. Dad used to restrict their intake on this clover rich field to about an hour at 
a time. It was me that found her - she was so blown up I thought she would burst! 
It had a lasting effect on me and I don’t think I’ll ever forget seeing Dad running (he 
never ran) to get to her quickly to see if he could save her. If you’re in time, you can 
stab them with a knife and release the gas. It’s barbaric but effective and I’ve only 
ever had to do it once, thankfully. If they’re not too badly affected we insert a tube 
into the stomach, but it’s not always easy to get all the gas away as the pipe will 
keep blocking up (the same reason they can’t burp it up). Pumping an anti-forming 
agent into the cow will have the best effect. We always used to have liquid paraffin 
or Epsom Salts around for just this situation. I haven’t used any in years so should 
probably get half a litre or a box in stock just in case! As with most digestive upsets 
there are preventative measures that we take. If the ground temperature is less 
than 6 degrees Centigrade I won’t open the gate - cold lush grass is a guarantee of 
trouble. Before going out they are locked in the yard to eat long forage, either hay or 
silage. This means they won’t gorge as they already have food on board and the long 

fibre is slow to digest and 
dilutes the microbe bloom. 
By the time they’ve eaten, 
the ground temperature 
should hopefully have risen. 
For many years now we 
have added salt in the form 
of magnesium chloride to 
their drinking water. This 
has the same effect as soap 
in a bubble bath and they 
all drink water in direct 
proportions to how much 
milk they give, so they are 
almost guaranteed to get 
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the correct amount in. We also use a molassed liquid that has magnesium in it too. 
The sugar hides the bitter taste of the magnesium as well as feeding the stomach 
microbes.

You will remember the gruesome story about Popeye having her eye removed by 
the vet. The story does not end well, I’m afraid. After the successful operation it 
seems the itchy stitches were too much to handle so she decided to give them a 
good scratch in the cow brush. This ripped them out and opened up the socket! 
Infection was inevitable, but it was the aggressive growth of the tumour that in the 
end was the reason she had to go. Sadly, we couldn’t get her into the abattoir as the 
vet wasn’t happy with the tumour. I think it’s a waste of good meat. She had a good 
life here and I will miss her grumpy character!

Perky, one of the beautiful Brown Swiss heifers, gave birth to a dead calf late in early 
February. We have no idea why, just one of those things. It looks like the calf had a 
few developmental issues so it was probably for the best.

I predicted that Dotty, our new Jack Russell/Chihuahua cross, would feature at some 
point in my musings, but I wasn’t expecting it to be so traumatic! Early in February, 
out of the normal she decided to go on a 5 hour hunting adventure. Not a big 
deal for a big dog, but at that point she was only 18 weeks old! I was convinced 
she’d been stolen - we had people looking all over for her. The expletives when I 
caught her out of the corner of my eye in the bottom of the straw barn cannot 
be repeated here! Little did we know how devastating her next incident would be. 
Sarah, as normal, takes the dogs on an afternoon stroll through the dry cows (cows 
on maternity leave) and heifers. Dotty decided it would be typically terrier like to 
bite the hocks on one of the youngest Brown Swiss heifers. The cow withstood the 
harassment for a while before lashing out. The size difference between a 22 week 
old Jack Russell and a 22 month old heifer is extreme and Dotty did not come off 
well. Sarah scooped her up and ran back to the farm. I heard Dotty screaming and 
caught up with them by the house; blood was pouring from her nose and I could 
see she had a massive head trauma. We rushed her to Purton Vets and Graham 
(very calmly) injected an opioid which calmed her quickly. I would like to thank him 

and the nurses for dropping everything to come 
and help and for being so good with us - we very 
much appreciate it... I’ve not had the bill yet! I’m 
writing this 4 days hence and she is still at The 
Drove Hospital. Very early days and a long road to 
recovery we hope. It’s heart breaking to see that 
bundle of energy reduced to a shocked and scared 
looking puppy. She is reacting well to stimulation, 
but I’m not sure if she recognises us or indeed if 
she will ever remember what happened. She will 
be coming home tomorrow and I’ll let you know 
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if she makes it. We’re missing her spirit and hopefully 
when she’s home she can recover at her leisure.

The Raw Milk Producer Association (RMPA) was 
launched a few days ago. I’m one of the directors along 
with a handful of other raw milk producers scattered 
around the country. We’ve had a great initial sign up 
with over half the raw milk producers in the country 
on board as members. That’s a significant amount and 
will give us a very loud voice when negotiating with 
the Food Standards Agency. The main aims are to 
educate the producers on safe raw milk production. 
We’re putting on training days for the people involved 
in extracting the milk on best practice and we will 
be educating the public on the benefits of raw milk 
and why it is safe to drink. On the back of this, Sally 
Challoner from the BBC Points West team spent an 
afternoon with us learning about raw milk and the 
RMPA. It will have been aired by now, I’m sure.

Jonathan Cook

Purton Cricket Club
Purton cricketers started on a winning note in 1919 with the 1st XI winning by 75 
runs in a match against Cirencester. Purton scored 157 with R. Iles top scoring with 
59. He then took the wickets of the first five Cirencester batsmen. The 2nd XI beat 
Chiseldon by 5 runs in a low scoring fixture. H. Bull took five Chiseldon wickets and 
M. Woolford top scored with 30. 

Season 2019 starts on the 21st April when the U15 play Corsham at home with a 
1.00pm start. Other early season matches are as follows:

Saturday 27 April 1st XI v Cirencester (Away) 1.00pm 
Saturday 27 April 2nd XI v Sherston Magna (Away) 1.00pm
Sunday 28 April  U13XI v Burbage (Away) 1.00pm
Saturday 4 May  1st XI v Marshfield (Home) 12.30pm
Saturday 4 May  2nd XI v Goatacre 3rds (Away) 1.00pm
Sunday 5 May  U15XI v Swindon (Away) 1.00pm

The ground is looking attractive following the thinning of the ash trees and the 
cutting of the grass. The wild flower area is being recreated and the perimeter 
fencing renewed or repaired.

Please come and support the players representing the village. The club has the 
reputation for playing well and the pitches are recognised as being of excellent 
quality.

Joe Gardner 770681
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Easter 2019 at Purton Churches
Mothering Sunday, 31 March, 10.30am

United Parade Family Communion Service at St Mary’s with the uniformed 
organisations and flowers for all the family.

Sunday 7 April, 3.00pm, Easter United Messy Church at St Mary’s

Open to all children aged 0-11 including those who come to St Mary’s School or 
Ridgeway Farm School Messy Church. There will be activities, games, food, crafts 
including making an Easter Garden - children must bring an adult!

Palm Sunday, 14 April, 10.00am

Procession from the Village Hall for 10.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 
10.30am Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church

Maundy Thursday, 18 April

7.30pm Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

Good Friday 19 April

10.00am Walk of Witness starting at Pavenhill Shops, 2.00pm Hour at the Cross at 
St Mary’s

Easter Day 21 April

8.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, 10.30am Easter Celebration Family 
Communion at St Mary’s, 10.30am Holy Communion Service at Purton Methodist 
Church

See website www.stmaryspurton.org.uk Facebook: St. Mary’s Church, Purton, 
Wiltshire

A very Happy Easter to everyone from Purton Churches

What Are You Hoping For?

An end to uncertainty for our nation; security for your job after some difficult news 
in the past weeks; improvements in your health now that you have heard some 
worrying test results from the hospital. We are all tempted to worry about the 
unknown and to lose hope after hearing bad news. If you’re a pessimist then you can 
fear the worst, but if you’re an optimist you can hope for the best, yet with neither 
can you be certain what will happen.

There were two friends walking back home from Jerusalem. They were pessimists 
fearing the worst. A mystery companion joined them and asked what was causing 
their despair. We were hoping that Jesus would stay alive to restore hope to our 
nation and yet he has been put to death on a cross. All our hope has gone so even 
the amazing news of an empty tomb and a vision of angels saying that Jesus is alive 
means nothing to us. The mystery companion then challenged their lack of faith Did 
not God’s promised one have to suffer these things before being restored to life. 
Finally they understood. God opened their eyes. They realised they had met with the 
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risen Jesus. They returned to Jerusalem and discovered others who said “It is true! 
The Lord has risen...” 

(Luke chapter 24 verse 34 - The Bible)

Whether you are a pessimist or an optimist it is my hope and prayer that Jesus 
will meet with you this Easter. And whatever we are hoping for in the midst of 
our uncertainty, I pray He will open our eyes and help us to see that there is one 
certainty which puts all our other hopes in the right perspective, the certainty that 
“It is true! The Lord has risen...” 

Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith - Vicar of St Mary’s

If you or anyone you know need our prayers or would like to discover more about 
the Christian faith, please contact: 

Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith 01793 770077 vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk
Revd Judith Wells 01793 770627 judithwells36@googlemail.com
Revd David Perkins 01793 853197 skyeperky@hotmail.com

After 8 
After8 Late Christmas Meal

On Tuesday 12th February sixteen of us booked for a meal The Bell 
Inn at Purton Stoke. Unbelievably on the night three of our party were 
too ill to attend so Get Well Cards were on the menu. The rest of us really enjoyed 
the evening. Good company, interesting conversation and good food. Let’s hope we 
have a full house next year.

Avril Ainscough

Our social schedule continued into March with a visit to the Wyvern Theatre to 
see a production of ‘Crimes on the Nile’ by the New Old Friends theatre company. 
As the title suggests, this was an Agatha Christie inspired thriller, set on a cruise 
along the Nile. We were introduced to about thirteen typical Christie characters. 
However, in the modern theatre style, all of the characters were played by three 
actors, except the female Belgian detective extraordinaire, Artemis Arinae (she 
definitely had the accent but not the trademark moustache). This had the potential 
to be very confusing, especially since all the characters had different accents. 
However, with the aid of speedy costume changes and three doors on the set, it 
was very cleverly and amusingly executed. The inevitable murders ensued and were 
eventually solved. The energy and creativity of the actors was breathtaking. It was an 
extremely entertaining evening and we feel pleased that the New Old Friends fitted 
the Wyvern into their hectic countrywide tour, which takes them from Inverness to 
The Theatres Royal of Windsor and Bath.

Mary Hodges

After 8
Once again in January we were all busy trying to bring to mind the events
of 2016 ready for Jan Walker’s “Quiz of the Year”.  As usual it reminded
us of some good things and some we would like to forget.
 This year there was a sheet for each month of the year. So with the swopping of the
sheets and calls of “I need April etc” we completed the year. Some were accused of
passing on information …but whether it was the correct information and perhaps not in
the correct order. Some things we thought were correct proved completely wrong. Who
knew or even cared that Brad Pitt had broken off a new relationship but we all got the
Bake Off question right. We’ve evidently got our priorities right.
 Jan managed to cover football, politics, TV and even the Archers. We now know
that the release of capturing the Pokémon would lead to accidents to drivers and
pedestrians’. Looking at the e-mails flying around everyone had a great evening.
Lorraine had decided that our rendition of “The twelve Days of Christmas “ last
December was below par so she taught us a new version. On the first day of Christmas
my colleagues gave to me, A nice hot cup of tea, followed by paper clips, Pritt sticks
(other glue sticks are available), ten gold stars, six annoying texts and ending with
twelve cups of coffee.
 Our thanks to Jan for organising an enjoyable evening as we recalled fond
memories of the Referendum, Eurovision and the usual fight over what qualified for a
half point.
 Our meeting in March will be “My trip down Memory Lane “ led by Jacquie at her
home on Tuesday 21st March.

EVE BOOY
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Purton Village Diary - April 2019
3 W 10.00am Purton Age Concern Mystery Coach trip with lunch
4 Th 10.30am Communion at The Vicarage 
5 F 2.00pm Friendship Club at Silver Threads Hall
  7.30pm Purton Age Concern 3Bs evening at Silver Threads Hall
  7.30pm St Mary’s Church Murder Mystery evening at Purton Village Hall
6 Sa 10.00am Purton Museum grand re-opening with ‘One Man’s War’ 

exhibition
  3.00pm Purton FC play Trowbridge Town away
   A new season of Purton Tennis Club sessions start
  8.00pm The Connection play live at the Red House

7 Su 8.00am Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
  10.30am Family Service at St Mary’s Church
  2.00pm Open afternoon to see the newborn lambs at Rogers Farm, Station 

Road (opposite Widham Farm, just before the railway bridge)
  3.00pm Easter United Messy Church at St Mary’s Church
  6.00pm Evensong at St Mary’s Church 
  7.30pm Cricklade Band ‘Spring Forward’ concert at Cricklade Town Hall
8 M 7.30pm Purton Annual Parish Meeting at the Village Hall
9 Tu 10.00am Purton & District Probus Club meet at the Red House for a 

talk on ‘Coleshill’s Secret History’
  11.00am Songs of Praise at Ashgrove House
  2.00pm Purton Silver Threads AGM at Silver Threads Hall
10 W 2.30pm Purton Methodist Women’s Fellowship meet at Purton 

Methodist Church with their Easter gardens and arrangements
11 Th 11.00am Songs of Praise at the Cedars
12 F 7.00pm Purton Evening WI Cheese, Pudding and Port Quiz at Silver 

Threads Hall
13 Sa 10.00am Easter coffee morning at Silver Threads Hall
  10.00am Purton Farm Shop Easter Egg treasure hunt, farm walks and 

tasting.
  3.00pm Purton FC play Devizes Town Res. at The Red House

14 Su 8.00am Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.00am Palm Sunday procession from the Village Hall for 10.30am 

Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
15 M 2.00pm St Mary’s Fellowship of Women meet at Purton Methodist 

Church for a devotional afternoon with Revd David Perkins.
16 Tu 10.00am Easter basketball camp at Bradon Forest School starts
17 W 2.00pm Communion at Ashgrove House
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  7.15pm Purton Evening WI discuss their national resolutions at the 
Silver Threads Hall

18 Th 7.30pm Maundy Thursday Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
19 F 10.00am Good Friday Walk of Witness starting at Pavenhill shops.
  2.00pm Hour at the Cross at St Mary’s Church
  2.00pm Purton Bowls Club opens the green for the new season
20 Sa 11.20pm Collins Lane closed for railway crossing maintenance
   Age Concern Easter Market at Pavenhill Shops
  3.00pm Purton FC play Shrewton United away

21 Su 8.00am Easter Sunday Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Easter celebration Family Service at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Holy Communion service at Purton Methodist Church
  12noon Purton Carnival Easter Egg trail starting at the Red House
  1.00pm Purton Cricket Club season starts with U15s playing Corsham 

at home
23 Tu 10.00am Purton & District Probus Club AGM
  2.00pm Entertainment with John and Margaret Craig at Silver Threads Hall
  6.15pm Purton FC play Kintbury Rangers at The Red House
  7.30pm Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild meet at Silver Threads 

Hall for a talk on ‘Cultivating native orchids in the garden’
  8.00pm After8 “I hope I don’t make a pig’s ear of this” Chinese 

horoscopes at Gwyneth’s
24 W 7.30pm Purton Carnival Bingo at Silver Threads Hall
25 Th 7.00pm The Cricklade Band perform at the Red House in aid of 

Purton Guide Dog support group
  7.30pm Purton Historical Society host Val Threfall for a talk on ‘Secrets 

of the Honeymoon suitcase at Purton Village Hall
26 F 11.00am Dementia Friends training session at Pips Community Café
  2.00pm Cricklade Country Market at Jenner Hall
27 Sa  Wiltshire White Horses walk for Christian Aid starts
  3.00pm Purton FC play Ludgershall Sports at The Red House
  7.30pm Purton Bowls Club Race Night at the Red House

28 Su 8.00am Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Communion at St Mary’s Church
  10.30am Morning Worship at Purton Methodist Church
  7.30pm The Swing Birds Big Birthday Bash at the Wyvern Theatre
Every week
 M 7.00pm to 8.00pm Purton Village Voices choir practice at the Red 

House Skittle Alley (term time)
 Tu 9.00am to 11am: Purton Toddler Group at the Village Hall (term time)
  12 noon Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
  7.30pm Bridge Club at the Red House
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Purton Village Diary - continued
 W 10.00am to 12 noon: Coffee and chat at Silver Threads Hall
  2.00pm to 5.00pm: Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)
  6.15pm Purton Youth Club for school years 4-7 at Purton Village Hall
 Th 12 noon Luncheon Club at Silver Threads Hall for over 60s
  2.00pm to 3pm: Age Concern T’ai Chi at Millennium Hall
  2.20pm Pram Service for pre-school children at Purton Methodist 

Church (term time)
 F 10.00am to 11.30am: Tea, cofee and cake at The Cedars
 Sa 10.00am to 12.30pm: Purton Museum open, free of charge (Apr-Nov)

Every month
1st Wednesday 10.00am Story Time at Purton Library for pre-school children
2nd & 4th Tuesday Purton Probus meet in the Red House lounge
2nd Wednesday (except Aug) 2.30pm Methodist Women’s Fellowship at Purton 

Methodist Church 
3rd Monday St Mary’s Fellowship of Women at Purton Methodist Church
3rd Tuesday Royal British Legion meet at the Red House
3rd Wednesday 2.15pm Rhyme Time at Purton Library for babies, toddlers and 

their carers

May
1 W 10.00am Age Concern Mystery coach trip with lunch
3 F 6.00pm Purton Bowls Club coaching sessions start for the new season
4 Sa 12.30pm Purton Cricket Club 1st XI play Marshfield at home
6 M 12.30pm Fundraising tea party at the Maharajah
14 Tu 6.30pm & 8.00pm Christian Aid Curry Night at the Maharajah
15 W 12noon Christian Aid Lunch at Purton Methodist Church
19 Su 9.00am Christian Aid Breakfast Café at Purton Methodist Church
25  Sa  10.00am Jubilee Gardens Project open day with plants for sale and 

raffle
Moon Phases

◑ 3rd Quarter: 28 Mar  ● New moon: 5 Apr  ◐ 1st Quarter: 12 Apr 
◯ Full moon: 19 Apr      ◑ 3rd Quarter: 26 Apr

If your Club or Organisation’s events are not included in the Diary pages, contact 
Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Design & Print, 2 College Road, Purton, Tel: 772954 
or email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk

DISCLAIMER
Contributions to Purton Magazine are welcome for consideration, the contributor’s name and address 
must be supplied (but may be withheld on request). Copyright issues must be cleared for publication in this 
magazine - especially those recognisable in photographs. Opinions expressed in the Magazine are solely those 
of the respective contributors. Contributions are to be written concisely and we reserve the right to edit 
contributions and advertisements.
Advertising is accepted in good faith and does not imply the Magazine’s endorsement of the product or service.
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The Red House Club – Did you know?
The Red House committee thought it would be a great idea to let you know what 
a busy 2018 it was and to let you know just how much goes on.

Did you know the following groups use the club to meet, practice, play etc;

• Purton Village Voices Choir • Royal British Legion
• Darts Teams   • AutoBband
• Skittles Team   • Probus
• Crib Teams   • Purton FC
• PADS    • S-Hit-5
• Gardners’ Guild  • Bowls Club
• Purton Artists   • Women’s Institute
• Cricket Club   • Bridge Club
• Tennis Club

On top of these groups there is a Quiz every Sunday night, free Pool on a Monday, 
regular charity fundraisers such as Rock & Roll Bingo, Music Quizzes and Race 
Nights. There is also live music at least once a month plus a brass band one Sunday 
a month throughout the summer. Not bad for a membership of £18 per year!!

During 2018 the lounge was re-decorated and is now a great space to hold meetings 
and small parties for any number up to 50 people. This year the plan is to update and 
decorate the Skittle Alley to provide a further facility for similar use.

On a sad note two of the longest serving members of the committee, Terry Crumbie 
and Ed Whiting, who between them have clocked up more than 70 years of service 
have decided to retire. New committee will be elected at the next AGM in April 
2019, so if you are interested please contact the club.

The end of 2018 saw a very hectic period starting with an adults party on 15th 
December, Age Concern carols on Christmas Eve, Children’s Party, Brass band and 
Christmas quiz, live music on Boxing Day and ending with a fabulous party with 
more live music on New Year’s Eve. It’s fair to say the management and staff behind 
the bar earned their money during this period.

So here’s to another busy 12 months, remember the club was left to the village for 
the people of the village. So if you want to use the facilities please come in and have 
a chat.

Contact Details: Facebook: Red House Club Purton
Website: www.redhouseclubpurton.co.uk Tel: 07702 184339

We Record …
Service of Celebration at St Mary’s Church:

19 February Elizabeth Webb ‘bubbles’ (86)
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Bradon Forest School
Bradon Forest’s biggest ever USA trip!

Over half term we were delighted to take 77 of our Key Stage 4 
students to the USA. The trip was about 18 months in the planning, 
and 6 days in the making! We flew to Washington DC, then travelled by bus to 
New York, via Philadelphia. In Washington, we spent the first day of our visit taking 

in the Lincoln Memorial, and the 
Memorials to the Vietnam and 
Korean Wars. We walked the 
National Mall, and enjoyed the 
Smithsonian Air and Space Museum, 
before taking a look at the Senate 
at Capitol Hill. In Philadelphia we 
took in Independence Hall, where 
the Declaration of Independence 
was first signed in 1776, and saw the 
Liberty Bell. A number of us tried 
the legendary Philly Cheese Steak, 
and with our arteries challenged, we 
moved on to New York. 

Three nights in the Big Apple 
allowed us to take in all the sights 
- the Empire State Building, the 
Statue of Liberty, the 9/11 Memorial, 

Central Park, the Rockefeller Centre, Times Square, and 5th Avenue. We had many 
opportunities to learn about life, liberty, freedom, and were often reminded that life 
is for getting out there, and making the best of it, for yourself, and supporting others 
to be able to do the same. It was an unforgettable trip, and we have made many 
wonderful memories. I would like to include a heartfelt thank you to all who came 
along to make it so special, and particularly to the staff, Ms Wilkinson, Mr Morris, 
Miss Mazelin, Mr Hutchings, Mrs Miles, Mr Sturla, Mrs Loxton, Mr Koniarski, and Mr 
Kershaw, without whom it would not have been possible. They all worked incredibly 
hard behind the scenes to make sure it was a success from start to finish. Thanks 
also to parents for supporting the visit, many of whom have sent us messages, cards, 
and gifts. We really appreciated it, and it has been genuinely lovely to know the 
students taking part enjoyed their visit and felt they had learned a lot from it.

Bradon Forest School hosts the Swindon Premier League Girls 
Football Festival

We were delighted to be the hosts for this event organised by Swindon Town 
Football in the Community. Five primary teams and seven secondary teams took 
part in the 6 a side competition. Bradon Forest students were the referees, organised 
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refreshments (great given the unseasonably good weather) 
and kept the score. They were a credit to the school with 
lots of positive comments from the visiting teachers.

Bradon Forest had two teams in the competition with 
Bradon Forest A overall winners captained by Alana Hunt. 
Player of the tournament went to Phoebe Dean. Alana Hunt 
said, ‘It was a really enjoyable day with fierce competition. 
I’m glad we came out as overall winners’.

Maria Slade, who acted as a referee, said, ‘It was an experience being on the other 
side, officiating rather than playing.’

Acting Head of PE, Mrs Evans, said, ‘All the Bradon Forest students were a credit to 
the school, on the field as well as off. Well done and a massive thank you!’

Book Events

This term has seen a number of book related events. A free book swop 
was held in the Dance Studio. Students had been asked to donate 
unwanted books as part of our Reduce, Reuse and Recycle event last 
term. World Book Day was celebrated by students and staff. Have a 
look at the school website for photos. We also held a Book Fair to 
coincide with World Book Day and pupils from St Mary’s were invited 
to come along too. 

All Year 7 students had been encouraged to enter a National Book 
Buzz competition to redesign a bright, vibrant and eye catching front cover from 
the free books they chose from at the start of Year 7. Bradon Forest student, Isaac 
Cannell, won an award! With so many schools entering this competition Isaac has 
done really well. Isaac is pictured here with the books he won. His fantastic book 
cover is on display in our library.

Hydrogen powered cars visit Bradon Forest!

We were delighted to be the first school involved in 
the launch of Arval’s hydrogen education pack, and to 
see some cutting edge Hydrogen Cell fuelled cars at 
the same time! Staff from Arval, Hydrogen Hub and 
Fuel Cell Systems provided our Year 11 top set science 
students with a master class in the science behind the 
technology as well as other uses for the technology. 
Thank you to all the staff who came and shared these 

exciting developments in technology with our students.

2019 Sewing Bee Competition

We recently held a Sewing Bee Competition. The Design Brief was to recycle an old 
pair of denim jeans into a new Textile product. Ten designs were chosen to be made 
and the students had 4 hours in which to make their designs. 
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Bradon Forest’s Textiles Teacher, Mrs White, said, ‘The students worked 
so hard to produce really creative, individual and skilfully finished 
practical products. All the student that took part were amazing and we 
had a really enjoyable day.’

World War I Centenary Battlefields Trip

As part of the recognition of the centenary of the 
First World War, UCL (University College London) 
in partnership with Equity Travel, organised a free 
trip for two Year 9 students and an accompanying 
staff member from each state school in the UK. Ayrton Moore 
and Theo Lender-Swain were the two successful applicants from 
Bradon Forest. English teacher, Mrs Allen, accompanied them and 
her full report can be found on the school website. Please take 
time to read her inspiring report: www.bradonforest.org.uk/
News/World-War-I-Centenary-Battlefields-Trip/

Andy le Poidevin
The recent passing of local artist Andy le Poidevin has a particular poignancy for 
your magazine committee. More recent readers may not be aware that the current 
committee took over looking after Purton Magazine towards the end of 2003. 

On hearing of the change, Andy immediately offered to produce for us, 12 original 
watercolour paintings of local scenes for our front covers and we are delighted 
to reproduce them all on this month’s front cover. As you can imagine, readers 
were delighted to find an original illustration of a different view from within our 
village throughout 2004. January Snow shows one of the entrances to Purton by 
the weir pond with a lone walker leaving a single string of footprints in the snow as 
he advances towards the tithe barn. The following month, the front cover featured 
February Reflections which was most appropriate as there had been “lashings of 
rain” that month. 

Typical of Andy’s generosity, he also offered all 12 of his original paintings for a silent 
auction at the Purton Artists’ Exhibition in November of that year with all proceeds 
to be donated to St. Mary’s church. Sealed bids for each of the 4½ inch square 
original watercolours were to be handed in to the reception desk and the highest 
bid would be displayed anonymously beside each painting. Bidding closed at 3pm on 
the last day of the exhibition amid quite a hum of activity and several hundreds of 
pounds were raised for St. Mary’s church through this kind gesture.

In retrospect the biggest disappointment is that in those days Purton Magazine front 
covers were only printed in black and white on coloured card. Back in the early 90s, 
your magazine was usually only 52 or 56 pages (as compared with 80 pages in this 
issue) and the regular colour covers that readers enjoy today only started to appear 
from around 2010.
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Purton Tennis Club
Winter league matches will be coming to an end 
soon, and then we can look forward to the summer 
season and to playing tennis in lovely warm weather – however, in all fairness the 
weather this winter hasn’t really disrupted play too much.

Coaching has continued throughout the winter – both for adults and children; and 
Ben Langley our coach also runs cardio sessions which are open to anyone and 
certainly warm you up on a chilly winter’s night!

Recently, several of our members attended the Fed Cup at Bath University, where 
Joanna Konta and Katie Boulter headed a strong British Team, winning all of their 
matches. We were treated to excellent tennis, in good surroundings with a great 
atmosphere. In the crowd were a host of familiar faces including Jo Jurie, Sam Smith, 
Laura Robson and Judy Murray. In fact Judy Murray (mother of Andy and Jamie) has 
for years been spear heading women’s tennis in Britain and this year is backing the 
‘She Rallies’ campaign. This is an initiative to encourage girls into tennis at grass 
roots level. If this is something that would interest you or someone you know, then 
please get in touch.

Nicola our junior co-ordinator will be starting the Saturday morning club sessions 
on Saturday 6th April and they will run right through to 31st August. All junior 
members are welcome to come along to these sessions at no extra charge. 

Please take a look at our web site for further information and contact details. New 
members always welcome.

Janet Saunders

Memorial at the Red House
At the last meeting on 13th February it was agreed that a large stone would be the 
most appropriate with an engraved plaque inserted and try to locate one that a local 
farmer may have on his land that we could use. We have now had an offer of a stone 
from a local farmer that maybe suitable, so this will be confirmed soon.

The preferred location for the stone would be within the stone circle with the 
shrubs within it located between the Millennium Hall car park and the Red House 
Club, subject to permission being granted from the Trustees of the Purton War 
Memorial and Village Centre Charity.

For all this to happen there will be a lot of hard work involved to clear and prepare 
the area along with costs. To keep the costs to a minimum, we are looking for 
volunteers to help with carrying out the works. If you feel you have time, equipment 
(small digger) and skills such as landscaping, brickwork to help with this memorial 
project, please contact Tony Price on 770696 or Helen Griffin on 771645 or email 
griffinhs@yahoo.co.uk 

Helen Griffin
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St Mary’s Primary School
Term 4 has started, and we have lots to look forward to in and out of school! 
Children from Year 5 and 6 have been invited to Bradon Forest to watch their 
drama performance of “Grease” and the Year 5s will be treated to the Wow Show 
from the Science faculty, which always proves great fun! The whole school will have 
a visit by Rocktopus and the school choir will be performing in the North Wiltshire 
Cluster Festival at The Oasis in April. 

FUNdamentals Festival - Wednesday 6 March

On Wednesday 6 March 
St Mary’s hosted the 
FUNdamentals Festival for FS/
KS1 children from our cluster. 
The festival included a variety 
of activities for the children 
working on their agility, 
balance, coordination and 
other physical skills.!

World Book Day - 
Thursday 7 March

The children all came to school 
in various costumes depicting 
their favourite fictional 
characters for World Book 
Day. There were some super 

outfits including 
the teachers 
who all joined in. 
Classes swapped 
teachers during 
the day and had 
a story read 
to them which 
was very much 
enjoyed by all 
ages.
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 Parish Council response

Last month Bernice Seviour wrote:

“What a shame the Parish Council won’t 
allow the Football Club to use the tea 
kiosk on match days. Maybe there are 
no football supporters on the Parish 
Council? Even if this is the case, it is a bit 
mean-spirited to deny the supporters 
of their tea on a chilly afternoon. So 
come on Parish Councillors, show some 
goodwill towards the cold and thirsty 
football supporters.”

Ray Thomas, Chairman of Charities at 
Purton Parish Council responds:
This facility is not owned by the Council, 
it is owned by the Purton War Memorial 

and Village Centre Charity, the Council is 
the sole trustee of this Charity.

We were notified In October 2016, that 
the Football Club no longer wished to 
use the Kiosk, which was leased to them, 
but in future all refreshments would 
be supplied by the Red House Club. 
We rented the Kiosk to an individual 
subsequently and have been negotiating 
with others to take it over. If the Football 
Club wish to reinstate the original 
lease they need to contact the Charity 
Trustee, at this time it is available to 
lease at an appropriate rental. This is the 
responsibility of the Football Club, not 
the Charity.

Purton Post Bag
The editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where 
space and content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted 
for publication without the proper name and address of the 
correspondent being supplied. However, these details may be 
withheld from publication if requested.

Term 4 Collective Worship

As we develop this term’s value of Humility, we will consider the following:

• How can all members of our school community be of service to one another?
• How to be empathetic and sympathetic to the experiences of others?
• How do we create an ethos in which children and adults are confident to ask 

for and receive help from others?

 St Mary’s has spaces in most year groups so if you are considering coming here, I 
would be delighted to show you around our school, Visits can be arranged through 
the school office by emailing admin@st-marys-purton.wilts.sch.uk or by phoning us 
on 01793 770239.

For more information about our wonderful school and all the exciting learning 
opportunities that take place, visit our school website http://www.st-marys-purton.
wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Naomi Clarke, Head Teacher
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Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
There was a good attendance at our first meeting of the new year which
began with a brief AGM when Moira White, our chairperson, presented a
review of the previous year’s activities.
 On behalf of members, Moira expressed grateful thanks to David Herbert and Laura
Comley who have now resigned from the committee after many years service.
The business side of the AGM completed, Moira introduced our speaker, Alan Holland,
who had joined us to speak on the subject of TWIGS, based at Manor Garden Centre,
Cheney Manor, Swindon.
 He began by explaining that TWIGS (Therapeutic Work in Gardening in Swindon)
was formed in 1997 by a local lady who realised the benefits that working with nature
could bring to people experiencing mental health problems including depression,
anxiety, schizophrenia and personality disorders.
 Part funded by Swindon Borough Council, Zurich and the Community Trust,
additional income for TWIGS is generated from sales (plants and crafts), donations and
earned income from contracts, whilst ‘Friends of TWIGS, their volunteer led fundraising
arm,  brings in approximately £30,000 per annum by way of the Olive Tree Café in the
garden centre.
 We learned that a team of paid staff (1 full time, 5 part-time) and 27 independent
volunteers support the 80-100 service users currently registered.
 Alan explained that the aim of TWIGS is to give people with mental health issues
the chance to regain confidence and self-esteem and to learn new skills in a safe
environment, so acting as a stepping stone to recovery, further education or work.
This is achieved via the wealth of resources available including a large garden site,
nursery area, craft studio, kitchen, café and organic allotment site.
 A ‘Wildlife garden’, the ‘Potager garden’,  the ‘Physic garden’ and the ‘Path of Life
garden’ are among eleven themed gardens open to the public from 10.00-3.30pm
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The ‘Path of life’ garden features a serpentine path
running through a garden planted using colour, texture and habit which reflects and
evokes a mood.  This symbolises the journey that people have to make from crisis to
recovery.
 The obvious benefits of working with nature were highlighted, on the video Alan
showed as part of his presentation, with one service user saying ‘While I’m working in
the garden, the garden is working on me’ and another enthusiastically stating ‘This is
a little bit of heaven on earth’.
 To conclude, Alan highlighted the positive soft outcomes for clients. These include
social interaction, motivation, creativity, concentration and communication skills whilst
hard outcomes result in paid employment, voluntary work, supported work, practical
skills and certificated training.
 Pete Berry offered a vote of thanks to Alan for his professional presentation offering
us such an informative background to TWIGS and what it means to the community.
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 28 March at 7.30pm in Silver Threads Hall
when our speaker will be Dr Keith Ferguson who will be entertaining us with a talk
entitled  ‘Flowers, Flamboyant to Demure’.  The competition will be ‘5 Daffodils’. New
members and visitors may be assured of warm welcome.

MARGARET GOODALL, Secretary, 770906

Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
On the evening of what proved to be one of the warmest February 
days on record, when members chatter revolved about time spent 
on the garden that day, what better subject for our monthly meeting 
than ‘Spring Planting for Summer flowering’, a talk presented by one of our ‘old’ 
favourites, Jenny Tidman from Malmesbury Garden Centre. 

Starting her talk at the end of a bulb’s flowering season, Jenny highlighted the 
aftercare necessary to ensure a successful repeat flowering for the next season. The 
stems of all bulbs that have bloomed should be dead headed to prevent the plant 
going to seed and to avoid the likes of Narcissus bulb fly laying its eggs in the stems 
of Narcissi and Snowdrops where they emerge as maggots that rot the bulb. 

Similarly dead heading lilies prevents lily beetles from settling down the stem and 
eating the bulb. 

Foliage tends to linger, becoming yellow, then brown, until finally it gives up the ghost 
— a process that can take many weeks. Although this stage is not a pretty sight Jenny 
advised us not to interfere by cutting down the leaves as the plant is busy sending 
food down to the bulb to fuel next year’s show. Feeding the leaves at this time is 
beneficial to the bulb, increasing its size for the following year.

At this point Jenny began to explain the growing principles and virtues of some 
of the array of bulbs before her, from Cannas to Paeonies, Poppies to Ranunculus, 
Agapanthus to Nerines, Begonias to Dahlias and many more besides. 

• Cannas. They can be grown in borders or containers and are grown from 
rhizomes (underground stems) that are started into growth in March or early 
April by planting in 20cm (8in) pots using multi-purpose compost. The rhizomes 
should be just covered with compost, leaving any young shoots exposed. Water 
lightly. Keep the rhizomes at a temperature of 10-16°C (50-60°F), such as in 
a heated greenhouse or sunny conservatory. If heating is not available, delay 
potting until April. Increase watering as growth develops. They are tender plants, 
but in warmer parts of the UK you can leave the rhizomes in the ground with a 
covering of mulch. When grown in pots they can be kept in a cold greenhouse 
to over winter. Jenny gave particular mention to ‘Tropicana’ with its black, inky 
foliage and stunning red flowers and ‘Tropicana Black’, its striped foliage giving 
off a stained glass effect when planted where afternoon light can shine on the 
plant. 

• Paeonies. Jenny advised us to plant Paeony tubers with the buds just above the 
surface of the soil. This enables the sun to ripen the buds thus ensuring good 
flowers. Deep planting and a shady position can account for a lack of flowers. 
They benefit from the application of a general fertiliser in Spring. A special 
specimen is favourite is ‘Sarah Bernhardt’ with its fragrant pure pink double 
flowers. Unjustly they are often considered difficult to grow, but with some 
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basic care they can provide colour and enjoyment for many years.

• Lilies. We learned that the pollen of lilies is poisonous to cats, who are drawn 
to the smell. With that in mind new varieties have been cultivated that are 
pollen free. These tend to sport more petals and are sterile. One interesting 
tip we learned is to peel off the individual scales of lily bulbs and plant them 
around the rim of a pot. This method produces new bulbs for the following 
season. Lily bulbs should be planted at 3 times the depth of the bulb. On the 
subject of lilies Jenny reminded us of a visit to Hampton Court by the Emperor 
of Japan who had presented a selection of beautiful lily bulbs as a token of 
thanks for the hospitality he had received. When a return visit by the Emperor 
swiftly ensued, it was realised that the bulbs had not yet been planted, and on 
inspection, Japanese hornets were discovered emerging from the lily bulbs and 
eating the pollen from the lily flowers. The arrival of the gamekeeper complete 
with a paint pot inscribed with a skull and crossbones and containing cyanide 
powder soon remedied the problem to the relief of everyone!! No health and 
safety in those days!!

• Iris. Their long rhizomes should be planted sideways to enable the roots to hang 
down with the rhizome toward the sun, rather than the leaf toward the sun, as 
the leaf will shade the rhizome and prevent flowering. Following deadheading 
they should be fed with bonemeal.

• Ranunculus (Latin name ‘Buttercup’) require a warm, rich soil and make a good 
cut flower. Their rhizomes look like spiders and are best started off in pots 
before transferring to the garden.

• Agapanthus do best in a pot where they like to be starved although they should 
be fed from early spring with a slow release fertiliser such as Vitax Q4. To over 
winter, they should be covered with bracken and straw, topped with gravel 
and should not be allowed to get wet which will cause them to rot and die. 
Recommended varieties are ‘Black Buddhist’ and ‘Lily of the Nile’.

• Nerines originate from South Africa and prefer a hot, gravelly soil. They should 
be planted on the soil surface and are perfect to plant in gravel against a house 
wall.

• Begonias. ‘Not one of my favourites’ Jenny remarked and we soon understood 
why! During her time as an apprentice she was given the job of dead heading 
begonias growing in a large greenhouse. This proved to be a ‘Forth Bridge’ 
enterprise for as soon as she reached the last plant in the greenhouse it was 
time to start again as repeat flowers had bloomed and died during the time it 
had taken her to complete the task. 

• Gladiolus. Corms can be planted from mid-May, straight into the ground. Planting 
deeply helps with stability and decreases the need for watering. Gladioli are 
super-showy and come in an increasingly marvellous range of colours. 
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• Dahlias. Plants can be grown from cuttings taken in spring from sprouting 
tubers, or from tubers, planted directly in the soil. The tubers should be planted 
10-15cm (4-6in) deep and should be planted when the risk of frost has passed. 
Or you can pot up the tubers in pots of compost and grow them on in a 
warm greenhouse or conservatory for planting out later. They need a good, 
rich soil, so before planting out we were advised to improve the soil with bulky 
organic matter, or compost to hold plenty of moisture, which they need for a 
continuous supply of blooms..

Jenny highlighted the attributes of the variety ‘Little Robert’, a prolific flowerer, good 
for picking and with the bonus that it requires no staking at just 18” tall.

All Dahlias benefit from a 3” mulch. When it comes to any feeding Jenny strongly 
recommended Vitax 4 pellets, a ‘Which’ Best Buy, as it contains the vital plant foods 
and trace elements essential for vigorous plant growth, and is suitable for all flowers, 
including Camellias, Rhododendrons etc. as well as fruit and vegetables.

As usual Jenny’s flair for slipping effortlessly between sharing her expertise on all 
matters horticultural on the one hand, to relating anecdotes of her time spent 
working as an apprentice at Hampton Court Palace on the other, made for a most 
entertaining evening. The competition ‘A Vase of Snowdrops’ produced a good 
number of entries. Congratulations to the worthy winners: 1st Mary Read, 2nd Jo 
LeBlond and 3rd Moira White. 

Our next meeting will be at 7.30pm on 23 April in the Silver Threads Hall when Dr 
Wilson Wall will be joining us to present a talk entitled ‘Cultivating native Orchids 
in the garden’. If you are interested in gardening we are always pleased to welcome 
new members and visitors.

Margaret Goodall (Secretary 770906)

Get Active Basketball camp this Easter in Purton! 
At Bradon Forest School, Purton from: 10am-3pm, 16-18 April, Cost: £60 for 3 day 
programme for children age: 8-16 years (male and female)

Focusing on games and individual skill development, Innov8 Sportz CIC Basketball 
camps in partnership with Wiltshire Council, provide participants with the chance 
to get involved in games regardless of prior experience. This camp is just 1 of 50 
holiday sport camps taking place across Wiltshire this year for young people. In 
addition to Basketball we also deliver Get Active sport camps in Athletics, Cricket, 
Dance, Dodgeball, Football, Gymnastics and Tennis

For more information and to register a place on the Basketball programme 
please contact Terry Bathe, Innov8 Sportz CIC on 07837 535499 or email info.
innov8sportzcic@gmail.com

To find out more about our other Get Active holiday sport opportunities, please 
contact Matthew Pearson, sports development officer via email sportsdevelopment@
wiltshire.gov.uk or on 01225 770213.
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Hello from The Cedars Care Home
New Activities happening at Cedars

By the time you read this the first regular Toddler and 
Residents music, movement and sing along session will have taken place. It’s hoped 
to have regular sessions on the 3rd Wednesday of every month (subject to school 
holidays and annual leave). So all being well, our next session will be Wednesday 
April 16th which will of course have an Easter egg theme and games. This has been 
coordinated via Purton toddler group but please do email us to register if you and 
your baby/toddler would like to join us, we’d love to see you.

Theme days, traditional dates and supporting charity days are a 
great way to engage our residents

They all have memories of past times celebrating these events which they share 
with us. And during March we will have celebrated World book day, Pancake day, St 
Patrick’s day and Red Nose Day to name but a few. These activities will have been 
interspersed with our weekly and monthly events. Talking of which, we now have a 
lovely bunch of ladies who come on the 1st Monday of every month to engage us 
in Line-dance, which gets the toes tapping and the brain working trying to follow 
the steps. I know our events will have brought joy, fun and laughter into our home.

Trips and outings continue

We continue to get out about with our residents as much as we can and our trips 
are hugely enjoyed by those who can go. We will have attended the Memory cinema 
at the arts centre for the first time so hopefully, if the feedback from those residents 
who attended is positive, we can make this another regular outing.

What about a trip to visit Cedars?

If you are a Cub, Scout, Brownie or Guide leader and you have members who might 
be keen to get a badge or two I think we could help. We have a lovely garden space 
at the back, which sadly lacks any TLC and many of our residents have the green 
fingers, unlike us activities girls, who do not. However, our green fingered residents 
need help to do that spot of gardening which we try to facilitate so any helpful green 
fingers would be welcomed. If this is of interest or promotes further ideas, or if you 
have a group or organisation that would like to visit us and share your interests, then 
do contact us to discuss what might be nice to combine.

Clocks change and summer’s on its way 

Lighter evenings, longer days and hopefully warmer weather to enjoy. More themes 
and events to tell you about next time but look out for OSJCT’s Open day on June 
28th. In the meantime we at Cedars wish everyone a very Happy Easter and look 
forward to hearing from you.

Our Full time Activities Coordinator is Christina Deriu EMAIL: C.Deriu@OSJCT.CO.UK or 
Jane Pitcher j.pitcher@osjct.co.uk, or pop in for further details. THANK YOU SO MUCH.
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Christian Aid
Every year here in Purton we try and do lots of exciting 
things to raise money during Christian Aid Week. This 
year the week is 12-19 May and we have lots of plans 
and would love you all to join in too.

The focus for our fundraising is Mothers in Sierra Leone, where many suffer from 
lack of medical care and support during childbirth. Sierra Leone is the world’s most 
dangerous place to become a mum. Ten women die in childbirth every day.

So we shall be arranging a variety of events to support Christian Aid in providing 
medical care and expertise for these women. Please come and support us in our 
fundraising efforts in Purton.

So far we have:

Sat 11 May: Plants and Cakes Sale with a raffle: Top Shops from 8.30am. Donations 
of cakes, scones, biscuits, jams all VERY much welcomed

Tues 14 May: Sale of Baby items: Pips Community Cafe: 9.30am- 3pm. Do you have 
any outgrown baby stuff that is ready for a new home? e.g. baby clothes, small toys, 
books, suitable for 0-4 year olds. 

There will be two ways to sell: either you ‘buy’ a small table (£5) or larger table 
(£10) for the day and you take responsibility for your items and keep all the money 
you make; or you let us sell the items for you, and we share the money equally. If the 
latter, please bring them to PIPs at 9.15am, priced and labelled with your name and 
phone no. (We can’t cope with large items. i.e. no cots, prams, buggies etc.) If you 
want your unsold items back you must collect them between 3 and 3.30, if not they 
will be donated to other charities.

Please contact: Libbie 771018 or Mary 770505 for more details.

Tues 14 May: Curry Night: kindly hosted by Khalique once again at The Maharajah. 
There will be two sittings: at 6.30 and 8pm. £16.50 per ticket. Contact Wendy 
771749 or Kate 772930 for more details.

Wed 15 May: Christian Aid Lunch: with thanks to the Methodist Church for the 
invitation and for hosting. The lunch is from 12 noon and tickets are £6 each. Tickets 
are limited so make sure you buy yours in plenty of time from Sylvia 770686 or 
Mary 770505

Sun 19 May: Christian Aid Café Service at the Methodist Church; Breakfast 9am, 
Service 10.30. Come and enjoy Breakfast from 9am. Porridge/cereal, hot croissants, 
bacon butties, fresh coffee; and then hear the Christian Aid speaker during the 
service which starts at 10.30am.

We are also hoping that people in the village may like to be a Host with the Toast 
and set up a Breakfast Gathering , in their home, or in a larger venue. We would be 
delighted to come and help, offer guidance, publicity etc! Just let us know how we 

Haiti: Hurricanes and Hope 
Together we are stronger than the storms  

Please come along to hear Katrine Musgrave 
(Christian Aid Rep for Wiltshire) talk about how 
your donations can build houses that weather the 
storms in Haiti, and Nick Guttmann, Head of        
Humanitarian Division,    
Christian Aid – discussing 
disaster relief and mitigation 
in Haiti and beyond. 

Thurs 8 March 
7.30pm   
Methodist Church,      
Purton, SN5 4DP. 
An evening of information 
and inspiration with guest 
speaker Nick Guttmann 
Doors open 7pm for tea, 
coffee & cake. 
All welcome.  
For more info email kmus-
grave@christian-aid.org or 
call the Thornbury Office on 
01454 415 923. 

Haiti has been hit by hurricane after hurricane. Many Haitians now live in unsafe 
homes 

Christian Aid is a registered charity no. 1105851 Company no. 5171525 The Christian Aid 
name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid 
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can help. Further details are on Page 19 of the March Purton Magazine

As well as all of these activities we shall be trying to distribute and collect up the 
little red envelopes which drop through almost every letterbox in the village, thanks 
to a team of amazing volunteers, including the Guides.

And there will be the usual Quiz, which many love to hate!... available from Palm 
Sunday, 14 April.

There is also a very special walk this year, called Walk The White Horses of Wiltshire.
It takes place Sat 27 April - Tues 30 April. If you would like more details please look 
in the March Purton Magazine page 28.

For more information on any of these events please contact Libbie: 771018 or Mary 
770505. Please come and join in and help us in any way you can. All offers of help 
are greatly appreciated.

Libbie, Mary and the Christian Aid Team: 771018

Christian Aid Curry Night
If you enjoy delicious curry and good company come along to The Maharajah on 
Tuesday May 14th and help us raise funds during Christian Aid Week.

Khalique has kindly offered to host this event for us again offering the usual 
mix of Onion Bhaji and salad as a starter followed by Chicken and/ or Vegetable 
Bhoona accompanied by Rice and Naan. All served up buffet style. You will not be 
disappointed by the quality of the food!!

Khalique has been very generous over the last few years and we had managed to 
keep the cost of the meal the same but due to rising overheads we have had to raise 
the cost of a reserve place to £16.50 this year, which is still an absolute bargain for 
the amount and quality of the food you will receive.

The event will be held over two sittings, 6.30pm and 8.00pm and if you would like to 
come you must book onto one of the sittings by contacting either Wendy on 07732 
115105 or Kate on 01793 772930. When you come along to your chosen sitting 
on the night you pay then. Cash only please! We look forward to seeing you there!

Wendy, Kate and the Christian Aid team

The Sing 4/4 Community Choir’s 10th Anniversary Celebration
On February 21st a celebratory dinner was hosted by MD Mary New and her 
husband Graham at The White Hart Hotel, Cricklade. Fifty members attended and 
tributes were paid to Mary’s dedication in coaching her untrained choir over the 
years to the high standard we see today. The After Eight Male Choir entertained the 
guests between courses, and this most memorable evening rounded off with John 
Hooper’s amusing speech and a song performed by his male choir companions.

N. B. New voices are always welcome – we currently have a shortage of ALTOS for 
our June Concert. If interested, please contact Mary New on 01793 770630.
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The Great War Project
Part 69: Spanish ‘Flu
The 1918 influenza pandemic started in January 1918 and lasted until December 
1920 in several distinct waves of infection. It was an unusually deadly pandemic, 
caused by the H1N1 influenza virus. It was transported to most parts of the world, 
infecting some 500 million people and resulting in the deaths of between 50 and 
100 million people, between 3% and 5% of the world’s population at that time. That 
made it one of the deadliest natural disasters in human history. In Britain, a quarter 
of the population was affected and the death toll was 228,000.

Because it started in wartime, newspaper reports of its spread were censored for 
reasons of public morale in Germany, Britain, France, the United States and other 
belligerent nations. Spain was a neutral country whose papers weren’t banned from 
reporting the disease as it spread there. In particular, the severe illness of King 
Alfonso XIII raised interest levels and gave the impression that Spain was particularly 
badly affected. As a result, the virus was popularly called Spanish ’Flu.

This particular strain was unusual in several ways. Most influenza outbreaks are at 
their worst in winter, but this one occurred in the northern hemisphere in summer 
and autumn. Additionally, ’flu epidemics tend to kill the young, the elderly or those 
already suffering other weaknesses – this one mainly killed young adults who were 
otherwise in full health.

Several explanations were put forward for the high mortality rates:
• that this was a variant of the virus with particularly aggressive characteristics;
• that its effect on the body was to cause an overreaction of the body’s immune 

system (cytokine storm) causing rapid respiratory failure;
• that the overreactive immune systems in young adults attacked them more 

aggressively just because their immune systems were strong to start with.

More recent investigations suggested that the virus itself was not especially more 
aggressive but wartime conditions put the patient more at a disadvantage due to 
malnutrition, overstretched medical facilities and poor hygiene. 

But again, if it were a more aggressive strain, its effects could be explained by 
wartime necessities. In peacetime, the way people respond would weaken the strain 
– those who become only mildly ill would continue their daily lives, passing on to 
others around them the milder strain. Those badly affected would stay at home and 
the stronger strain wouldn’t spread further. In the wartime trenches, soldiers mildly 
ill did stay where they were and passed on the mild form. But those showing the 
more severe symptoms were packed onto crowded trains or other transports and 
sent to crowded field hospitals where the strain was passed on to staff and to other 
patients who were there for other conditions.
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The symptoms of the most aggressive strains developed very quickly and it was said 
that those well and healthy at breakfast could be dead by tea-time. Within hours 
of feeling symptoms of tiredness, fever and headache, some victims would rapidly 
develop pneumonia and start turning blue, indicating a shortage of oxygen. They 
would then struggle for air until they suffocated to death. Although hospitals were 
overwhelmed with patients, there were no treatments available for the ’flu itself, nor 
were there any antibiotics at that time for the pneumonia that went with it.

The peak wave of the outbreak hit Britain at the end of the war when people were 
on the move again. Troops began travelling home by train from France and the ’flu 
spread from railway stations to the centres of cities, and onwards to the suburbs 
and the countryside. Prime Minister David Lloyd George contracted it but survived. 
(Other famous survivors were the cartoonist Walt Disney and Kaiser Wilhelm II, as 
well as Alfonso of Spain.)

As always with such epidemics, those who survive the first wave of infection build 
up an immunity. So, when the second and subsequent waves passed through a 
community, the proportion of the population infected decreased as did the severity. 
The pandemic died out in due course but left a death toll higher than that of the 
Black Death of 1347 to 1351.

Rick Dixon

The book of this series, Purton in the Great War, is now available – price £15. If 
you would like to buy a copy, please contact Rick Dixon on 01793 759123 or email 
rickdixonmail@gmail.com. Profits will go to Combat Stress.

Purton FC
The club have done really well recently with the team currently on a six match 
unbeaten run in the Wilts Senior league; a 3-0 away win against current league 
leaders Wroughton, and a 7-2 win at Malmesbury Vics Dev and a 0-0 draw at 
Marlborough Town, and home wins against Melksham Town Reserves 5-0 also highly 
placed and Royal Wootton Bassett Dev 2-1 and a 2-2 draw with Football ID FC that 
sees the team in the top half of the table.

Sadly the team were eliminated from the Wilts Senior cup going out to Westbury 
United first team that play in a higher league than us but are still in the Fountains 
Cup with a forthcoming round against Wroughton.

Purton would like to thank Mr Paul Woolford who kindly assisted the club by 
carrying out much needed repairs to Purton FC’s storage shed at the Red House 
ground.

Purton FC management and players would like to thank all those who have 
supported the club at home and away games so far this season and hope your kind 
support continues.

Alan Eastwood, President/Hon sec/Press & programmes
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Swing Birds Big Birthday Bash
The 28th April 2019 is a very special date. Not only is it the fifth annual outing 
for Swindon’s only all female big band, Swing Birds, but this year it also falls on 
Bird-in-Chief Mo Squires’ birthday! Come and join us to celebrate this momentous 
occasion with an evening of music and fun at the Wyvern Theatre in Swindon! 

In addition to tried and tested big band classics, Swing Birds also feature exceptional 
new arrangements by talented local musicians. Blues and wartime-era swing are 
blended confidently with current hits from the charts, stage and screen, many 
featuring their fabulous vocalists. As ever, the audience can expect to be surprised, 
entertained and delighted! 

“Swing Birds” was hatched in 2014 by Mo Squires, with an aspiration to bring 
together local musicians and fulfil a lifetime ambition of playing in an all-female 
line-up, inspired by bands such as Ivy Benson’s. What was only ever meant to be 
a “one off” performance proved to be so popular, with both band and audience, 
they decided to continue, and have since amassed a loyal and enthusiastic following. 
The Birds come from all walks of life; some involved with music in a professional 
capacity, some just for fun, but all show immense commitment to making every 
show a success 

Our special guest will, once again, be the immensely talented drummer, Crissy Lee. 
Crissy has been drumming all her life and is widely acclaimed as being Europe’s 
finest female drummer. A distinguished career, including as drummer for the Ivy 
Benson Band, has seen her travel the globe, appearing on numerous TV shows and 
sharing the stage with some of the world’s greatest celebrities, and even touring 
with the Beatles. 

Swing Birds are delighted to be supporting Swindon Cares again this year, to help 
raise money for Swindon Night Shelter via a collection on the night.

Purton Bowls Club
A new season is fast approaching, the green has wintered well and is 
looking very good. We are opening our green on Friday 19th April at 
2pm (weather permitting). New members are always welcome so if 
you fancy having a go then please feel free to come along. We hold weekly coaching 
sessions throughout the session on a Friday evening, these will commence on Friday 
3rd of May at 6pm. All you will need is a flat pair of shoes/trainers. We play daytime, 
evenings and weekends, ladies, mens and mixed games so something to suit all.

We are holding a race night on Saturday 27th April in aid of club funds, it should be 
a fun evening and is open to all so please come along if you fancy a flutter.

If you would like any further information then please feel free to contact Alison on 
tel no. 770015

Alison Fail, Secretary 
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Purton Cricket Club purton.play-cricket.com
The casual walker passing by our Cricket Field will hopefully admire its
delightful setting, its manicured playing area and its general well cared
for appearance. In spite of a far too early cut of the meadowed area last
year, the cowslips will soon be evident but other wild flowers may take
longer to recover. Such matters underline the fact that the running of the
Cricket Club in Purton is akin to having a house with outbuildings and a large
specialised garden to care for.
 My first headmaster, Mr Jack Maisey, recalled to me in 1964 that in earlier years
he had loved playing at Purton. He was an accomplished slow bowler and the
Purton pitch was renowned for its array of plantains! By 1964 these weeds had
vanished and for the last fifty or so years we have been lucky enough to have had
a succession of people willing to take on the responsibility for the caring of the
playing area and the pitch itself.
 Herbie Smith seemed to be the man who carried this burden in the early sixties;
Alec Grant, Dave Evans and Michael Canter were to follow. Naturally they did not
work alone and a much longer list of good people has been left out. Now we should
rue the loss of two more stalwarts of the Club who have ‘retired’ this year. Father
and son, Joe and Mark Gardner, have worked endlessly over the years to provide
excellent wickets. It was through Mark’s initiative that the whole square came to be

Purton Bowls Club
Here we go again, getting ready for another season. Already work has
been started on the green, and if the weather allows it we will be ready
for us to use in April (date to be finalised).
 I hope you have all wintered well and have not been attacked by the raft of bugs
and colds that have blighted so many people recently. What with that and the
political maelstrom that seems to have affected the whole world, we shall be glad
to get out and enjoy the peace and tranquility of the Bowls Green.
 The Club will be having a pre-season meeting on the 31st March which will be
the day before the closing date for paying this years’ subs, so make sure you come
to this. It will also be a chance to meet up with all your colleagues before the season
starts.
This year we will have more coaches for our training days and Friday evening
sessions will be up and running as soon as the green opens. I talk to a lot of people
that aren’t aware of our coaching scheme, and if people are interested then ring me
on 778119 for more details.
 There is going to be another Village Centre Open Day on the 20th May and we
will be supporting this with lots of fun, bowls-related games for all ages to enjoy.
Details will follow in next months’ notes.
 I have some sad news as well, Ron Slade who was 93 this year, and a member
of the Club for so many years, died in hospital on the 22nd January after an
emergency ambulance was called to his house the day before. We send our
condolences to his family at this sad time.

PETER BERRY
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Latest news from Pips Community Café
Pips goes from strength to strength, another 
great month! 

We had an excellent craft sale with numerous local 
producers and will be having another one on Tuesday 
April 2nd. If you want to sell at it, please contact Marie on 770826, if you want to 
buy, just turn up, and why not sample some of our delicious homemade cake at the 
same time? 

We’ve had two dementia information sessions which have been attended by over 
20 people and we are well on our way to being able to get Pips declared a dementia 
friendly cafe. There will be more sessions on Thursday 25 April and Wednesday 19 
June at 11.00. It takes about 45 minutes and it is a worthwhile and informative 
experience. 

We’ve had two successful seed swap sessions, a visit from a man walking from 
Swansea to London(!), and provided lunch for members of the U3A walking group, 
who finished their Purton walk at Pips. On Tuesdays we’ve started a new after school 
chess and board game club, open to children of all ages between 3.15-4.30pm.

Usage of the cafe varies enormously - one day we’ll have 4 people in all day and the 
next 40. A catering challenge but we get a real buzz on the busy days. To make life 
easier for us if you know you are coming and might be pushed for time or want to 
place a food order in advance call us on 07498 526872. 

Different groups are coming in on Thursday and Friday, but generally Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays are rather quiet, so we are looking to increase usage. Is there a group 
that you would like to hold? A craft that you would like to do (that’s appropriate 
for the cafe!)? Something that you would like to learn? If so, please get in touch and 
we’ll try to accommodate you. We cannot run these things, but are very happy to 
host them. 

Thank you to Paul, Bob and Dave who have improved the insulation in the roof 
of the function room, this should help keep the heating bills down and make for a 
warmer café experience! 

Finally a plea for a few more volunteers. We are particularly going to need some 
extra help in June and July (especially on Fridays). Could you help out for one or 
more sessions during that time? Sessions are 8.30 to 12.30 and 12.30 to about 5 and 
full training is given. We really would appreciate your help to ensure the continuing 
success of your community cafe. 

Our opening hours for April will be: 9am-4.30pm Tuesday to Friday and 10am 
to 2.00pm on Saturday.

Contact us: marynettleton@hotmail.co.uk, 01793 772298 
The Pips Team
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Have you read a book that you will always 
remember, either recently or many years ago, 
serious or funny, fact or fiction? Each month we 
are publishing a review of a book that has meant 
a lot to a particular reader, especially the reason 
why it was so memorable. Purton Magazine 
readers are encouraged to send in a personal 
review of their favourite book; it need not be very 

long. As usual, the copy deadline is the 10th of the preceding month and our contact details 
are on Page 4.

The Man I think I know by Mike Gayle
While I am not an avid reader, I have slowly come to enjoy being ‘in the middle of 
a good book’ and on hearing Mike Gayle talk about his latest work on a TV show, 
I knew it would be something different to try. Usually a shameless chick-lit reader, 
not least because my lifestyle doesn’t always allow me time to delve into the new 
world of a book for long periods of time, TMITIK was a bit of a different slant for me. 

Maybe it was because I am facing the prospect of a school reunion of my own 
or maybe it was on hearing an insight into the tender relations between the 
protagonists but this book ‘got’ me. The story of two men with a shared history but 
very different life paths touched me. Danny and James were educated together at a 
top school and while they were not exactly friends, their common skills and natural 
ability meant that they finished their education right at the top and with the all the 
endless opportunities this presents a young, fearless, talented and blessed individual. 

From here, their stories split and we meet them years on when their paths cross again 
in the most strange twist of fate as they both battle with unforeseen circumstances. 
Danny’s life has not taken the route expected of a Kings Scrivener scholar and he 
find himself taking a job in a care home in order to keep his jobseekers money. It 
is here that James, in temporary residency in order for his parents to take respite, 
remembers their connection. 

The characters are beautifully real and the two voices are clear and balanced 
throughout the book. Reading chapters written from alternate perspectives allows 
the reader to understand each man in a very real sense. The style of writing in terms 
of thought process and speech is contrasting to ensure that each voice is personal. 
I was moved to tears at several points in the book which, incidentally I read in 3 
days - something which I have never done before - as the situations that Danny and 
James find themselves in and those that they reflect on from their pasts ring true to 
the reader and maybe even pose some moments of self reflection. 

I loved this book. I loved its gentle, caring nature; I loved that it was about heart and 
truth and faith even when the setting of the story was darker and more challenging. 
I loved the protagonists, their flaws, their truth and their contexts. The Man I Think 

A Book I will Always Remember
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I Know operates on many levels and at this point in my life, it made me think about 
my journey so far and what might lie ahead of my wonderful children. 

It challenged me to reflect on my key relationships and consider the impact I may 
or may not be having on some of those close to me. It made me remember to be 
so grateful for everything good in my life and be aware of how darker times are 
not always just dark but maybe a fork in the road. It made me think and believe and 
reflect. A very beautiful book and one that will play in my thoughts for a while.

Jo Diggle

Latest News and a What’s On with The Cricklade Band...
Sunday 7 April – ‘Spring Forward’ Show – at the Town Hall, Cricklade at 7.30pm. 
A concert of new season music you’ll know and love, with the up-and-coming 
musicians of BandAcademy doing their bit too. Watch for the posters and Facebook 
details - tickets are just £6, available from Cricklade’s Council Office or McFarlane 
Sales & Lettings in the High Street.

Go on, take the plunge! If you, or anyone you know, has ever had an interest in 
playing music come and have a go, or a chat, at ‘Spring Forward’. You could be the 
next welcome addition to the band ‘family’!

And the latest news... at the recent AGM of the Red Lion Charity Fund, The 
Cricklade Band and BandAcademy was nominated and unanimously voted as being 
2019’s Charity of the Year. Among other projects, it’ll enable us to plan a music 
theory education programme for all our trainee musicians, younger and older. We’ll 
also be able to continue our aims for music-making to be accessible, achievable 
and affordable with a modest subscription of £10 a quarter, less than £1 a week, 
instrument, tuition and all!

We all thank the Red Lion Charity Fund very sincerely – please support them like 
they’re supporting the band in Cricklade.

The Cast of Stage Struck - Just Monkeying Around - May 2019
The Cast of Stage Struck are back this May with their latest concert “Just Monkeying 
Around!”. It’s a show for all the family, full of comedy, dance, song, and more....

Featuring songs from the Monkees - with flairs and moves to match, as well as 80s 
dance movies, it’s a show to get you moving. We’ll also be celebrating the hits of the 
Andrews Sisters - and putting their style into some modern numbers for something 
a little special. And finally, don’t stop us now because we are having a good time, it’s a 
TCOSS tribute to the one and only Queen. Tickets are on sale now - priced at £10 for 
adults and £5 for children. As with previous concerts, we’ll be supporting another local 
charity. This time we’ve selected Swindon 105.5, our local community radio station.

Just Monkeying Around takes place at Immanuel Church, Upham Road, on Saturday 
18th May - with performances at 3pm and 7.00pm. Tickets are available on 07596 151 
051 - or check out our Face Book page: facebook.com/thecastofstagestruck/ 
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Purton Historical Society
Thursday 25 April 2019 at 7.30 p.m. in the Purton Village 
Hall ‘Secrets of the Honeymoon Suitcase” - Val Threfall

A summary from Val – ‘The Secrets of the Honeymoon Suitcase’ is my 
most requested talk and I have been presenting it for over 25 years. It covers from 
1900 to present day and includes the most interesting decades, 1920’s, War Years, 
1950’s, 1970’s etc. I bring along items we packed when newly married and also 
includes the social history of each period. 

Val’s presentation promises humour and many memories. Come along and discover 
‘the secrets’.

Thursday 23 May 2019 at 7.30 p.m. in the Purton Village Hall ‘Saxon 
Past In Malmesbury’ - Campbell Ritchie – Further details in May 
magazine

See below for details of guided walk around Malmesbury

Saturday 20 July 2019 - Morning Guided Walk around Malmesbury 

Campbell Ritchie will lead a guided walk around Malmesbury which will compliment 
the presentation given on 23rd May 2019. Further details to follow 

Ringsbury Camp Information Board

This new information board has been recently erected in Battlewell by the footpath 
‘kissing gate’ leading to Ringsbury Camp. The board has been instigated and scripted 
by the Purton Historical Society and funded by a grant from the Royal Wootton 
Bassett and Cricklade Area Board. The Board is situated by the second ‘kissing 
gate’ on the left hand side of Battlewell when coming from Restrop Road. It gives 
information about Ringsbury Camp which is considered to be an Iron Age hillfort, 
the flora of Brockhurst Meadow which includes many orchids and details of Royal 
Bradon Forest where Kings hunted in past centuries. The board also contains 
illustrations and a map detailing the footpaths in the area. Thanks go to Marion 
Hobbs who has overseen this project which gives valuable information about this 
very interesting part of Purton. New Members and visitors always welcome

Janet and Tony Neate, E mail: tjneate57@gmail.com, Tel: 01793 770117

Purton Historical Society Outing - Saturday 22 June 2019

Our summer outing this year takes us to Gloucester Cathedral and then a boat trip 
on the Gloucester and Sharpness Canal, leaving Purton at approximately 9 a.m. and 
returning from Gloucester at 4 p.m. The guided tour of the Cathedral takes place 
in the morning, then we move to Gloucester Quays for lunch (free time) followed 
by a captivating 45 minute boat trip along the Gloucester and Sharpness Canal with 
a running commentary. At the end of the boat trip there will be time for you to 
wander around The Quays and/ or Gloucester Docks.

All welcome - Inclusive cost £28.50
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Booking slips available at Society meetings or from Clive/Liz Rushen, Email: 
cliverushen@btinternet.com Booking required by the end of April

Purton Museum
Step down memory lane and come and join us at Purton Museums latest Exhibition; 
‘Sign of Times Past’. This spring we have explored roads in Purton and their origins, 
creating an exciting new take on the village’s past.

Join us for the grand opening at 10am on the 6th April. Get ready to get nostalgic, 
and see if you know Purton’s past as well as you think you do! 

Beth Farnham, Museum Curator

Purton Evening W.I.
Did you miss us last month?

Life got the better of me, mostly because I was unwell, and I just 
completely forgot about the deadline.

Don’t panic I’m back. So our March meeting was our Annual General Meeting, 
reviewing the last year and voting on a new committee. They will be delivering the 
next year’s programme and I’m so excited to see what the out going committee 
have for us this year.

I’m also really excited because it was recently my birthday and I got vouchers for the 
WI’s very own college, Denman. The only problem I have is trying to decide what 
course to do. There are so many things you can do from the cookery school, craft 
school or lifestyle courses. Fancy trying your hand at something then why not take 
a look as the college isn’t just for WI members. The food is amazing.

Our April meeting will be all about Resolutions. For the last 100 years the WI has 
had national campaigns. This year’s resolutions on the table are:

• Improving Plant Biosecurity in the UK
• Trees – Improving the Natural Landscape
• Pelvic Floor Education
• Suffering in silence; end the taboo around menstrual health
• A Call Against the Decline in Local Bus Services
• Don’t fear the smear

If you are thinking about coming along to one of our meetings don’t forget from 
April we have moved to the Silver Threads Hall, 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start.

Don’t forget our quiz night on 12 April at the Silver Threads Hall. Tickets available 
by emailing us at purtoneveningwi@hotmail.com Looking forward to meeting you 
soon.

Lynn Mayneord
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Guide Dogs for the Blind Purton Support Group
We have now received our final 
Photograph of ‘ PURDIE ‘ the Guide 
Dog puppy that we were able to 
name having raised the mandatory 
£5000, it shows her in a brown full 
harness, which indicates that she is 
now starting the final stage of her 
training, whereby she will be taught 
how to safely guide a blind or visually 
impaired person around on their daily 
life. The name PURDIE was derived by 
Doreen Freegard from, ‘PURton and 
DIana’, who wanted to fundraise after 
her first Guide Dog QUELLA gave her 
a new lease of life, with freedom to 
get out and about with Rebecca, and 
to carry on with her love of singing. 

It took about nine years to raise the 
funds in many different ways, we had stalls in Country Shows such as Cricklade, 
Brinkworth, Broad Town, and Bowood, which we got into because a lady came up 
to our stall at Broad Town, and asked if we would consider bringing the stall to a 
Church Fete on the outskirts of Calne, as she was organising a Dog Show there. 
Then the following year she contacted us to say Lady Lansdown was starting up 
Bowood Show fundraising for a Cancer Charity and we would be welcome to have 
a stall there. We’ve had a stall annually at the ‘ Carnival Fete’ and for a while at St. 
Mary’s School Fete, and Lydiard Millicent Fete, we have had tables at various Table 
top sales in the village and in Cricklade. We’ve had ‘Donations in Memory’, and from 
Special Birthdays and Anniversaries in lieu of presents, and the Purton CCs Skittles 
teams Penalty pot I think it was called, we even had a generous donation from a 
Hairdressing Salon in Pinehurst due to an affiliation with someone in Purton, then 
of course there were our ‘Jumble Sales’ (which had to cease ‘cos we aint getting any 
Younger’) with the amazing Kim and Barbara who filled a table in the corner with 
their own stock, sold it all and gave us all the proceeds. Then of course there is what 
has become the amazing annual Concert by ‘ The Cricklade Band and Academy’, 
amazing because as Paul says it is their practice night so they practice in Uniform. 
We get all the funds raised, for Guide Dogs. The next proposed concert is Thursday 
25th of April, Venue to be arranged. Then there are funds raised from the used 
postage stamps, collected at the Purton Surgery and some others in Swindon, given 
to me at Swindon Branch meetings, and from various people around the village.

We can still get money for the Aluminium drink cans but not foil any more. 
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We were blessed with lots of different Purton people who came to help us. And the 
remaining four committee members were in the original team that started Purton 
Guide Dogs way back in October 1982. Purton People are certainly very supportive 
in any way they can be.

With grateful thanks to you all, 
Brian Davies, Doreen Freegard, Jenny Barnes and Sue Matthews.

I have confirmed the booking for the Cricklade Band Concert in the Redhouse Club 
on the 25 April at 7.30pm, the Club opens at 7pm so come along and enjoy. We 
can’t of course charge for admission, but collection buckets will be there for your 
donations and we hope to have a Raffle.

Brian Davies. On behalf of Purton Support Group

Purton Poop Patrol
On a damp and windy Saturday in March, teams of local dog owners volunteered 
their time to do a dog poop and litter pickup of fields and footpaths of Purton. 
Armed with shovels and buckets and lots of poo bags they picked up poop left by 
dog owners who are not so responsible! Some of the poop had just been left for 
people to tread in, other poop had been bagged and thrown in trees and bushes! A 
massive 20 big black bags were collected overall! Dog poop hotspots being Church 
Path and paths around school route areas, which are now being monitored by 
members of the Purton Dog Community. Well done to all volunteers for their 
efforts doing an amazing albeit disgusting job!

Dog mess is a known health hazard to humans, which can cause an illness called 
Toxocariasis, a parasite commonly known as Roundworm. This has the potential to 
cause serious illness and even blindness. Children are more at risk, which is alarming 
as the paths around our schools are some of the worst areas for dog poop not 
being picked up! Dog poop left on fields where cattle graze could expose cows to 
a parasitic infection that may result in early abortions or leave calves infected with 
the parasite.

If you are a dog owner, you have a legal duty to clean up every time your dog messes 
in a public place. You are at risk of being reported to our local dog warden and the 
council could issue you with a fixed penalty fine of £75.

There are plenty of dog poo bins around the village and big thanks to Purton 
Carnival Committe, who have agreed to fund up to ten extra bins around the village, 
There is also new signage and upcycled plastic bottle poo bag dispensers – please 
use these new facilities.

The message is clear, if you are a dog owner, please be responsible and pick up its 
poop! Help keep the Purton environment clean and healthy for its residents, thank 
you.

On behalf of the Purton Dog-owning and walking Community
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Purton PlacardPurton Placard
ST MARY’S CHURCH INVITE YOU TO

A Murder Mystery Evening
On Friday 5 April 2019

in conjunction with PADS
Purton Village Hall, at 7.30pm
Tickets £10.50 to include a 

two-course meal.
Bring your own drinks and glasses

Max 6 to a team
For details or tickets please call:Sandra 770157 or Sheila 770970

PURTON GUIDE DOGS 
SUPPORT GROUP

Cricklade Band 
Cabaret Concert
on Thursday 25 April, 
7.30pm, at The Red 

House Club 

PURTON SILVER THREADS

Easter Coffee Morning
on Saturday 13 April
10.00am-12 noon,  

at the Silver Threads Hall
with raffle and various stalls, 

minibus available for transport.

PURTON AGE CONCERN

Mysery Coach Trip
Wednesday 3 April, 10am. Includes lunch

3Bs Evening
Friday 5 April at the Silver Threads Hall. 

Enjoy Bangers, Beans and Bingo!

Easter Market
Saturday 20 April at Pavenhill shops

Mystery Coach Trip
Wednesday 1 May, 10am. Includes lunch

PRAM	
SERVICE	

You	are	invited	to	
bring		

Pre-school	childre
n	to	

Playclose	Methodist	Church	

Every	Thursday	du
ring	term	;me	from	

2.20-3pm.	
	
We	enjoy	singing	with	shakers,	

Bible	stories	and	a
c;vi;es	and	

refreshments.	
	
		

PURTON 
CARNIVAL

Quiz 
Saturday 

30 March, 7.30pm. 
at Purton Club
Easter Egg 

Trail 
Saturday 21 

April, 12-4pm 
starting at The 

Red House 
Bingo
Wednesday 24 April, 7.30pm 
at Silver Threads Hall.
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PURTON EVENING W.I.
Cheese, Pudding and Port Quiz Night
On Friday 12 April, 7pm for 7.30pm start at 
the Silver Threads Hall.
Legendary Len is quiz master and it’s £7 per 
person. Port included, please bring any other 
drinks.Call Barbara on 770818 
or Anne on 772356 for tickets.
W.I. Resolutions
Wednesday 17 April, 7.15pm for 7.30pm 
start at Silver Threads Hall.
Why not come along as a guest, 
just £3 on the door.
purtoneveningwi@hotmail.com

PURTON BOWLS CLUB

Race Night
on Saturday 27 April, 
at The Red House. 

First race at 7.30pm
Come along for a fun evening.

PRAM	
SERVICE	

You	are	invited	to	
bring		

Pre-school	childre
n	to	

Playclose	Methodist	Church	

Every	Thursday	du
ring	term	;me	from	

2.20-3pm.	
	
We	enjoy	singing	with	shakers,	

Bible	stories	and	a
c;vi;es	and	

refreshments.	
	
		

JUBILEE GARDENS 
PROJECT

Open Day

on Saturday 25 May, 
10.00am-3pm,  

Plants for sale and raffle.

PURTON 
MUSEUM

One man’s war
Joe Rickett’s WWI 

memorabilia 
exhibition. Museum 
opens on Saturday 

6 April at 10am.

Bank Holiday Monday Tea Party 
Charity Event

Monday 6 May, 12.30-4pm, at The Maharajah

Come and join us for homemade cakes and 

scones (gluten free and dairy free options 

available). Try some delicious indian sweets 

and savouries made to order!
All accompanied by a pot of tea or coffee

Funds raised will be divided equally 

between the Special Needs Hostel, Udaipur, 

india and Purton Age Concern.
Phone: Khalique Ali: 01793 770998 or 

Wendy Johnson: 07732 115105

Groups are invited to 
submit forthcoming 

events in, for, and on 
behalf of the community 

Email: mail@purtonmagazine.co.uk
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Purton and District Probus Club
At the Probus meeting on February 12th, Dr David Reed, a Consultant 
Audiologist at the Great Western Hospital and now with his own 
diagnostic practice, enlightened the members with “Hear Today, Gone Tomorrow”, 
a treatise on the medical understanding of Hearing Loss and the application of 
Hearing Aids. David began with an outline of the hearing problems experienced in 
the community. One sixth of the population suffer some hearing loss throughout 
their lives and, in persons over the age of 60 years, 74 % have hearing loss. Audiology 
can help with Hearing, Tinnitus, including Hyperacusis (no loud noises) and problems 
of Balance. In children it is vitally important to recognise any sign of deafness, as the 
condition can severely affect the development of brain cells and progress in learning.

A picture of a cross-section showed the complex details of the human ear. During 
normal hearing, sound waves travel through the ear canal and strike the eardrum 
causing it to vibrate. The eardrum is attached to three tiny bones, the Hammer, the 
Anvil and the Stirrup. Ambient air in the Eustachian tubes ensures free vibration of 
the eardrum. Mechanical movement of the stirrup transfers the varying frequencies 
to fluid in the cochlea, which converts them to electrical pulses and passes them 
via the hearing nerve to the brain. The Cochlea is a spiral-shaped part of the inner 
ear equipped with approximately 10,000 hair cells, which, in humans, can respond 
to frequencies of 400 -20,000 hertz. Orientation of fluid in three semi-circular 
canals, attached to the cochlea, also controls our balance and reaction to sudden 
movement.

When investigating hearing loss, Pure Tone Audiometry is used for the “Gold-
Standard” hearing test to identify threshold levels for an individual person. 
Audiograms show the range of hearing and indicate those frequencies that need 
to be recovered. Bilateral hearing loss requires separate left & right testing, and 
sometimes the use of masking to eliminate cross-hearing. When two hearing aids 
are necessary, software links the two wirelessly to maximise the reception. The 
acoustics of the ear-mould also have to suit the individual. 

 When considering treatment for hearing loss there are many factors to be taken 
into account. The technology offered by private companies will always be ahead of 
that offered by the NHS and the price of hearing aids can vary a great deal. Every 
Hearing Aid is designed for the individual and appearance can be important to some 
people. Hearing aids can also be electronically designed for a particular type of 
reception, music or speech, for example. Dr Reed emphasised the importance of 
accepting Hearing Aids as a positive input to maintaining the quality of our lives and 
mental health. Since almost 100% of Probus Members are over 60yrs of age, even 
those who do not, at present, have hearing aids, welcomed the advice and enjoyed 
the talk.

On 26th February, Tony Conder addressed the meeting with “Your Country Calls”, a 
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Mainly English History of Canals. The title was a rallying cry to encourage Industrial 
Entrepreneurs of the 18th century to invest and promote the building of canals. 
Interest in transport by river, particularly the Thames, had already been considered 
a century earlier. John Taylor, the Water Poet, in 1632 wrote “Thame Isis”, which 
included the line ‘What blessings navigable rivers bee’, but at that time, heavy 
commodities, eg. Coal and Clay, took sea routes to the nearest port and were then 
carted overland. River navigation rarely reached more than 40 miles inland. There 
were no locks on the Thames until the 1650’s. The French were ahead of us in canal 
development and the Midi-Canal opened in 1681. Andrew Yarranton, 1619-1684, and 
other Engineers gradually pursued river-improvements, but it was not until 1759 
that a major canal project was undertaken.

The Bridgewater Canal is sometimes known as England’s first canal. Named after 
its owner, Francis Egerton, the 3rd Duke of Bridgewater, who built it to transport 
coal from his mines at Worsley to the industrial areas of Manchester, this was the 
forerunner of the canal networks. Opened in 1761, the Bridgewater Canal, itself, 
followed no existing watercourse. Its success halved the price of coal in the city. 
John Gilbert was the Duke’s first engineer, but James Brindley designed some 
features, including the Barton Aqueduct and extended the canal to Runcorn, on the 
Mersey. This was followed in 1766 by a proposal from Josiah Wedgwood to build the 
Trent to Mersey Canal. Thomas Bentley, a Liverpool based merchant, was a strong 
advocate of the inland navigation system and together they promoted an ambitious 
enterprise. James Brindley had, early in the new project, become Surveyor General 
of Canals, and by close contact, Wedgwood ensured that the route chosen, favoured 
his purpose. The Grand Trunk or Trent & Mersey Canal, 93.5 miles long, having 76 
locks, opened in 1777. The Etruria Factory already built (1769) alongside the new 
canal, made Wedgwood pottery for the next 180 years. Canals, at this time, marked 
the initial acceleration of the Industrial Revolution, only to be eclipsed in the 19th 
century by steam power.

Tony Conder’s talk included many more canals than the two examples above, 
projects around Birmingham initiated by Erasmus Darwin, of the Lunar Society, and 
closer to home, the Stroudwater Navigation (1779) with its connection in1789 to 
the Thames at Lechlade. On the Kennet and Avon, the Caen Hill Lock Flight, opened 
in 1810, and by 1818, had seventy 60 ton barges working, carrying mostly coal 
and stone. There were also many lasting images of the special engineering features 
of canals :-The Pontcysilite Aqueduct with 18 arches on the Llangollen canal, the 
Foxton Inclined Plane boat-lift on the Grand Union canal, the Anderton Boat Lift on 
the Trent & Mersey the straight mile of the Burnley Embankment, a Snake Bridge at 
Congleton and others, all wonderful engineering.

The Purton and District Probus Club meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month 
at 10am in the Red House Lounge. Visitors welcome. Programme for April :- 9th, 
Coleshill Secret History. 23rd AGM. 

Bob Stevens
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Prospect Hospice
Could you become one of our box collectors?

We are currently looking for volunteers to become box collectors in the Brinkworth, 
Lydiard Millicent, Old Town, Wootton Bassett and Wroughton. Our collectors are an 
important part of our volunteering team, collecting household boxes within their 
neighbourhoods. Household boxes are an easy way for people in our community to 
donate to the hospice, and box collectors enable us to continue to raise funds in this 
way. If you are able to help, or would like some more information on this role, please 
contact Alex on 01793 816163, or email alexandracooper@prospect-hospice.net.

Easter Trail

21st April, 10am to 1pm, Stanton Park

Join our Highworth Support Group at Stanton Park on the 21st April, between 
10am and 1pm and take part in our Easter Trail. If you manage to complete the trail 
you win a goody bag! Tickets are £5.00 per child and adults and under 1’s go free! If 
you would like to book you and your family a space this Easter please contact Joan, 
from our Highworth Support Group on 01793 762853.

Light up the night this summer!

Take part in a 10k or 15k route around Swindon on Saturday 22nd June in support 
of Prospect Hospice’s nursing care – dress to impress in your brightest outfit and 
enjoy illuminations along the way. For more information and to register, visit www.
prospect-hospice.net/starlight

Avebury Rocks is returning to Avebury!

This year, Avebury will welcome back it’s home-grown festival featuring a variety 
of live music across two stages. Tickets are now available for this family-friendly 
festival which will take place on Saturday 15th June at Manor Farm, Avebury Trusloe 
– there’s the option of camping overnight too!

Thank you for your continued support of our work.

Hollie Ricketts, Community Fundraiser

Mad March Hares
Darren runs 10 events in memory of inspirational mum

To mark the 10th year since the sad death of his mother in 2009 after 
a 15-year battle with breast cancer, Darren Garman is setting himself 
the target of running 10 events to help ensure the legacy his mum left 
behind continues. 

Shirley Garman founded the Wiltshire Breakthrough Breast Cancer group, now 
renamed Breast Cancer Now, while undergoing treatment herself in 1995. She set 
a fundraising target of £1million pounds which Darren hopes will be achieved this 
year. 
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Darren, who lives in Bristol, has only been running for a few years but 
has already taken part in lots of events from 10k up to full marathons. 
This year, however, he has decided to give his running a charity focus 
and set himself a fundraising challenge. 

Darren said “I have decided to dedicate 10 events this year to the 
memory of my mum to mark her 10th anniversary and hopefully to 
celebrate Breast Cancer Now achieving the £1 million target in her 
name”. 

Darren’s events are; Bath Half Marathon, Swindon Mad March 
Hare 10k, Frenchay 10k, Bristol 10k. Clevedon 10k, Thornbury 
10k, Savernake 10k, Bristol Half Marathon, Swindon Half Marathon, 
Weston Christmas Cracker 10k.

Darren added “the Savernake run on 13th July will be quite special. 
Savernake Forest was one of my mum’s favourite places and her 
ashes are scattered there. I have also organised a family gathering 

around the event and Shirley’s sisters Deb and Maureen will be there along with her 
nieces, nephews and grandchildren. We will be using the weekend to celebrate and 
remember Shirley. Lots of the family, including some of its youngest members will be 
joining me on the day to run 10k or 3k. It’s also the 20th anniversary of the passing 
of my Nan (Joan Hughes), Shirley’s mum so we will also be remembering her. “

The Mad March Hare was co-founded by 
Shirley, along with her husband Ralph (Darren’s 
dad) and friend Irene Hare who sadly passed 
away in 2008. Darren, his partner Claire and 
her kids Charlie and Maisy, will be taking part 
in the event on 24th March, which starts at 
Lydiard Park Academy. The event has grown 
over the years with a 5k route or 10k route 
available to walkers, joggers and keen runners. 
There is also a ‘virtual run’ means anyone can sign up to the event from around the 
world. Darren’s daughter Hazel ran the very first Mad March Hare in 2008, with him 
as a child and will be taking part virtually this year from Italy. 

Darren said “my mum was a huge inspiration for lots of people and her friends have 
continued to work tirelessly towards raising the £1 million over the years since her 
death. I am really looking forward to the 10 events and I am excited about helping 
the group reach their target. I am grateful to those who will support me along the 
way and contribute to such a vital cause.”

To donate to Darren please visit justgiving.com/darrengarman?utm_id=121 

To take part in the Mad March Hare event on 24th March or volunteer at the event 
please log on to madmarchhare.org.uk/, email at info@madmarchhare.org.uk or call 
0845 6808064.


