Daffs
Photo by Adam Crossland

March 2016

50p

PURTON CONTACTS
Wiltshire Councillor
Doctors
Dental Surgeries

Jacqui Lay
770704
Purton Surgery
770207
Church Street
770532
Philip Cooke
771022
Junior Church
Mary Hodges
770505
Library
Librarians
770870
(Mondays 2 - 5pm; Tuesdays 2 - 7pm; Wednesdays 10am - 5pm; Fridays 2 - 5pm)
Luncheon Club
Pat Suddaby
771331
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12 noon, Silver Threads Hall)
Museum
Curator: Beth Farnham
bethaney23@icloud.com
Police / Fire / Ambulance
Emergency number
999
Police
Non-emergency Number
101
Post Office
c/o Best One
770775
Purton Age Concern
Louise Tidman
772558
Minibus
Richard Woodbridge
770862
Purton Parish Council
Deborah Lawrence
771066
Purton Silver Threads
Brenda Cook
770431
Recyling Centre, Mopes Lane ( 10am-4pm: Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)
Veterinary Surgery
Purton Veterinary Group
771869
Wiltshire Good Neighbours
Ellen Blacker
07557 110414
Schools and Play Groups:
Bradon Forest School
Playclose Playgroup
Purton Under 5's Community Playgroup
St Mary’s Primary

Secretary
Dawn Phillips
Fionna Griffiths
Secretary

770570
778141 or 07759 583566
771723
770239

CHURCH OF ENGLAND – PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY
Vicar:

Curate:
Wardens:
Administrator:
Web site:

Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith,
tel 770077 (for emergencies only, 773031)
email: vicarage@stmaryspurton.org.uk
Revd Judith Wells, tel 770627, email curate@stmaryspurton.org.uk
David Nettleton, tel 772298 Sandra Horsnall, tel 770157
Rosie Harris, tel 773035, email administrator@stmaryspurton.org.uk
www.stmaryspurton.org.uk Services: See Diary Page in this magazine

METHODIST CHURCHES
Minister
Services:

Rev David Perkins tel 853197
1 Garraways, Woodshaw, Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 8LT
PURTON
See Diary Page in this magazine
BRAYDON Sundays 6.00 pm Evening Worship

CATHOLIC CHURCH
CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART, ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT
Parish Deacon
Services:

Reverend Terry Aspell tel 325681
Church of the Sacred Heart, High Street, Royal Wootton Bassett
Holy Days
7.30 pm
Sundays
11.00 am Mass
For times of weekday services please see Church notice board

ST MARY’S CHURCH, CRICKLADE
Priest
Holy Days

Father Philip Beisly tel 01285 712586
St Mary’s Church, High Street, Cricklade
7.00 pm Mass
Sundays 9.30 am Mass
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From The Editors
Already quite a few readers will be aware that our Post Office has now closed albeit temporarily, we trust. Unfortunately, Siva is selling his Best One business
owing to his severe illness, which seems so unfair for someone who has done so
much for Purton in the relatively short time he has been with us and who took over
the Post Office when Sue Budd retired at the end of September 2013.
At the time of going to press, we understand that a buyer has been found for
the business and that the whole shop will temporarily close for refurbishment and
rebranding. More information can be found on page 5 where we understand that
as much as 8 months’ notice was given to Post Office Limited. Early in February,
Cllr Jacqui Lay contacted Post Office Limited who initially seemed unaware,
responding that there was nothing on their consultation pages or closure lists and
a response from the new owners is still awaited.
Volunteers are being sought in this edition. On page 5 The Parish Council is
creating an Emergency Plan for Purton and are seeking like-minded people who
would help. Then, on page 7, volunteers are wanted for the Clean for the Queen
campaign, to tidy up the country for the Queen’s 90th birthday in April.
On page 31, the Purton Evening WI tell us that, according to the BBC News,
“our men” are considering forming a group, at present to be known as “The Shed”,
seemingly a sort of male retreat for - and similar to - the WI. Already the antennae
of many male readers will be alerted, especially if the reference to “our men”
means the loyal, loving partners of WI members.
As it happens, “The Shed” is also the latest addition to The Ladybird Books For
Grown-Ups Series that has “been specifically planned to help grown-ups with the
world about them.” On one page, the book says that a shed is the perfect place
to store things that are not quite useful enough to be in your house, but almost
useful enough not to be in your bin and some of the things in your shed may even
turn into heirlooms for your children. Another, topical page for March shows
Roland, who is spending Easter in his shed sorting his screws while his wife and
children visit his mother. A response from the WI is expected next month!
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objects in a
history of Purton
at the Museum
from 2 March
- see page 36

Footpath Public Inquiry
at the Village Hall
on 9 March
- see page 8

different types of British
bees currently exist
despite many being lost
recently
- see page 24
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Parish Council News
Purton Post Office and Best One
Residents may be aware of the rumours around the village regarding
the long term future of the village Post Office.
Both Ray Thomas, as Chair of the Parish Council and Cllr Jacqui Lay
have spoken with the owner of the shop to find out what is happening.
Regretfully due to health concerns the owner has decided to sell the business
and a buyer has been found for the shop. The sale is likely to complete at the end
of February but dates are yet to be finalised so this could slip into March. The
proposal will be to close the shop for a while whilst the shop is refurbished and
rebranded.
No agreement has yet been made for the potential new owner to run the post
office but we understand that discussions may be taking place between them and
Post Office Limited. This is yet to be confirmed. The current shop owner tells us
that he gave notice to the Post Office 8 months ago that he will be ending their
contract and the date of 18 February was given as the date for an Audit to take
place and for the service to end.
Cllr. Lay is in contact with Post Office Limited who tells her that they were
unaware of the closure but they are investigating and will report back. Our
understanding is that there should have been a 3-month consultation period and
during this time the post office service should remain in the village. How this will be
achieved is not known at this stage but we have asked James Gray, MP if he can
look into this. Cllr Lay is also in contact with the proposed new owners trying to find
out more.
Purton Parish Council have also actively tried to engage with both the Post
Office Services and proposed new owners and they are still waiting for a response,
and will be doing everything in their power to help retain this facility for the Village.
Meanwhile if we are unsuccessful in keeping the current post office open
beyond 18 February and until there is a new provider, then there will be many
people who may need support from the village and the community to access the
post offices in Swindon, Royal Wootton Bassett and Cricklade.
We are sure Siva would like to thank the village for their support over the time
he and his family have been in the village running the Best One and the Post Office
and is as frustrated as we all are that we are in the position we are with not knowing
what the future will be for the post office. Hopefully more information will be
available soon on the long term future of the Post Office in Purton.
Cllr Jacqui Lay – Wiltshire Unitary Councillor
Cllr Ray Thomas – Chair of Purton Parish Council
Volunteers Required
Purton Parish Council are in the process of creating an Emergency Plan for Purton.
At this stage we are seeking likeminded people who would wish to help in an
emergency by either being a “first point” contact, (Cascade contact list) or could
advise and help the vulnerable in Purton, or being a valuable resource such as a
4x4 driver, tractor driver, nurse, doctor, chain saw owner etc. Please contact our
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offices with offers of help. More information on this plan will follow.
Village Centre Open Day - Saturday 7 May 2016
WANTED – crafters, stall holders, food providers, community groups, face painters
to name but a few – free space available – make this day memorable and promote
your business.
If you are a local community group or business and would like to be involved please
contact either
Debbie
Lawrence, the
Clerk
on
771066
email:
clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk or Peter Berry on peterberry@uwclub.net or tel.
778119 for more information.
Land at Reids Piece
In March 2015 Wiltshire Council disbanded the Youth Services provision of utilising
the Youth Club at Reids Piece and the building was handed back to the Parish
Council as owners. The Council are seeking consultation with local residents as to
options for its reuse.
The options currently being discussed are:
a) to sell for essential housing redevelopment
b) to lease, if feasible, for alternative private use. The building is not in a useable
state currently. There is a section on the home page of our website where you can
click and choose two options or you can email or write to the clerk with your
comments at clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk or post to the address below.
Consultation papers were hand delivered to local residents in the immediate vicinity
in January and consultation ends March 2016.
Neighbourhood Plan – Statement
Purton Parish Council has decided that the Parish will be designated as a
Neighbourhood Plan Area so that it can consult with people in the Parish on its draft
Neighbourhood Plan and finalise the Plan by the end of this year.
Until now Purton Parish has been part of a “Frontrunner” scheme initiated by
Wiltshire Council in 2011 to create a Neighbourhood Plan for the Royal Wootton
Bassett and Cricklade Community Area.
Some parishes within the community area declined to take part in the
arrangement or withdrew from the arrangement at an early stage. The seven rural
parishes which stayed in the arrangement adopted the title ‘NEW-V’ (North East
Wiltshire Villages) and have worked during the last three years to prepare their
individual plans so that they could be incorporated in the overall NEW-V Area Plan.
Those parishes are: Broad Town, Clyffe Pypard, Lydiard Millicent, Lydiard Tregoze,
Lyneham and Bradenstoke, Purton and Tockenham.
Purton Parish has prepared a draft Neighbourhood Plan for the area of Purton
Parish that complies with the Government’s statutory rules and is ready for
consultation. Purton Parish needs to make progress so that its Plan can be put
in place for the benefit of the Parish by the end of this year. Lydiard Tregoze
Parish has decided that it does not want to create any proposals for its Parish and
the area of that Parish must therefore be left blank in the NEW-V Area
Neighbourhood Plan. The other five Parishes have not yet reached a stage of
producing draft plans that comply with Government statutory rules and will take
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some time to do so.
Purton Parish has therefore decided that it must move on and seek designation
for its own Parish area so that its Parish Plan can be put in place by the end of 2016
for the benefit of the people in the Parish. The five Parishes that remain in the
NEW-V arrangement can continue to prepare their draft plans at their own pace
with the continuing support of Wiltshire Council.
Ray Thomas, Chairman Purton Parish Council
Thank You
The Parish Council would like to thank John Toomers and Sons for their donation
of bulbs to the Parish Council. The staff have been working extremely hard to plant
the thousands of bulbs donated. I would like to also thank the generosity of
residents of Purton and further afield for their continued support of seed donations
for the flower banking at the Village Centre. We are looking forward to seeing the
first signs of life shortly.
Parish Council Meeting Dates
A full list of Council meeting dates for 2016 are now available on our website and
will be posted monthly in the magazine.
Burials Committee
Monday 7 March 2016
Council
Monday 14 March 2016
Village Hall Charity
Monday 21 March 2016
Annual Parish Meeting
Monday 4 April 2016 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall, Purton.
The Annual Parish Meeting is a public meeting and an opportunity for residents
to raise and discuss any issues that affect the Parish and residents.
The meeting is hosted by Purton Parish Council who will inform residents about
work they have undertaken in the previous year and plans for the forthcoming one.
All residents are encouraged to attend and discuss with their elected
representatives the kinds of services or improvements to existing ones they would
like to see implemented.
Clean for The Queen
Clean for The Queen is a campaign launched by Country Life magazine in
partnership with Keep Britain Tidy to clear up Britain in time for The Queen’s 90th
birthday in 2016.
It will rally an army of volunteers across the country to clean up their local areas
and will include a special clean-up weekend on March 4-6. Adrian Evans, who has
been appointed as Campaign Director, ran The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee River
Pageant in 2012. With the full backing of Keep Britain Tidy, the campaign already
has the support of well-known national organisations with a total membership in
excess of 1.5 million, as well as individual ambassadors.
Now it’s up to all of us. Environment Minister Rory Stewart said: “Her Majesty
The Queen is an inspiration to all of us. Her 90th birthday is a unique opportunity for
people to come together in celebration of Her Majesty’s long service and dedication
to this country.
“Everyone has a responsibility to keep their community tidy and this campaign
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provides us with a great chance to protect our wildlife and improve the quality of our
streets and public spaces. I hope it will help lead to a lasting legacy of a cleaner,
tidier Britain.”
To take part in Clean for The Queen, register at www.cleanforthequeen.co.uk
where you’ll find advice and tips about how to join a group or to simply do your bit.
Planning
Here are the approved Planning Apps from Planning Meeting on 18 January 2016.
All were Approved with Conditions. There were none Refused.
N15/09571/FUL Woodlands Farm, White Lodge, Braydon. Straw storage
building.
N15/09667/FUL 50 Pavenhill. Remove rear conservatory & replace with two
storey extension.
N15/09913/FUL Chatswood, The Hyde. Proposed rear extension.
N15/10425/FUL Broadways, Hayes Knoll, Purton Stoke. Single storey rear
extension and conservatory.
N15/10274/FUL 12 Upper Pavenhill. Rear extension and alterations.
N15/10511/FUL 9 Station Road. Construction of an extension to the existing
function room to be used as a kitchen, conversion of an internal
cupboard for use as a wheelchair accessible toilet and change
of use of the function room from A4 to A3.
N15/10062/FUL Dairy Bungalow, Widham. Proposed erection of replacement
garage.
N15/10525/VAR Braydon Manor Solar PV Site, Braydon. Variation of Condition
Two of N13/01723/FUL Relating to Site Access and Positioning
of Substation.
N15/11017/VAR 1 Hayes Knoll, Purton Stoke. Variation of Condition 3 of
14/09941/FUL to allow new dormer window design.
N15/10326/FUL 12 Hoggs Lane. Proposed replacement dwelling.
Footpath 161
A Public Inquiry will take place at Purton Village Hall on Wednesday 9 March 2016
from 10 am to determine the Definitive Map and Statement for Footpath 161, Hoggs
Lane. Full details are available on our website.
Message from our Footpath Team
Following the request for additional volunteers to the Footpath Team we now have
three new members making a total of twelve and would hope to clear overgrown
stiles on all of our footpaths at least once a year together with carrying out repairs
to stiles where possible.
Beside overgrown stiles there are still various other problems making the use
of the footpaths difficult with instances of obstructed stiles, locked gates, electric
and barbed wire fencing with no means of access through. Fencing should have
a means of access through on the line of the footpath, preferably with a
detachable handle. Where a gate is on the official line of a footpath it should not
be padlocked shut. All these problems make use of our footpaths very difficult
and can be reported to the Parish Council who will contact Wiltshire Council to
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get the issue resolved. Lists of outstanding problems can be found through the
Parish Council website under Footpaths. The list of Actions for Wiltshire Council
also show which of our footpaths are currently unavailable.
Another problem is where waymark signs have been removed, footpath signs
broken off and even finger posts pulled up. Landowners should realise that these
signs are there to show walkers where to walk, when they are removed then
walkers may well stray off of the footpath trying to find where they should actually
go. Additionally, replacing these signs are an unnecessary cost that comes out of
all of our taxes.
Foothpath Volunteer Team
How to contact the Parish Council
Telephone number 01793 771066, email address: clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk
Website www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
The Parish Council’s letter box is on the wall adjacent to the side door (entrance
door to the Parish Council offices) to the rear of the Library/Institute.
Facebook, Twitter and Website
Just one click away will see you interact with the Parish Council. Events, road
closures, meet the staff, “did you knows”, photographs and much more. If you have
an event in the Parish that you would like us to promote on any of the above media
sites, please contact the Clerk on clerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.uk or call 771066.
Find us at: Facebook – Purton Parish Council, Twitter - @PurtonPC
On our website you can join up to receive regular updates which will keep you
informed of matters happening in and around the village such as planning
information and road closures etc.
Please have a look at the site
www.purtonparishcouncil.gov.uk and sign up today.

Crowdfunding for Small Business
Wednesday 2 March, 12 to 1.30 pm
Manor House Enterprise Centre, Royal Wootton Bassett
Our guest speaker is Anthony de Souza, author of The Crowdfunding Playbook and
publisher of Crowdfunding Focus. In just 30 short minutes, Anthony will share the
basics of Crowdfunding and what value it could bring to your business. It’s not just
about raising money: well-designed Crowdfunding campaigns can develop sales,
expand your reach, improve customer relations, support your marketing and
provide a great tool for evaluation.
After the presentation there will be a quick round of introductions and then
informal networking, until 1.30 pm.
The meeting is completely FREE, but please ‘click to register’ so we know how
many nibbles to buy! Go to www.theenterprisenetwork.co.uk/cf or phone 01793
230708 or mobile 07979 653168.
And you can find out about our events for Women in Business at
www.theenterprisenetwork.co.uk/women-in-business.
JOL ROSE
Development Officer, The Enterprise Network (TEN)
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Purton & District Age Concern
A local family have kindly given us some mobility equipment,
namely a walking frame and wheelchair, both are in excellent
condition and are available to anyone who would like to borrow
them for a short period of time as we do not offer a long term hire service. Also, we
were recently given a motorised scooter. Tony asked all our street wardens if this
scooter would be of benefit to anyone on their ‘patch’. Two people came forward.
To make it make fair we agreed to pick a name out of the hat at our recent
committee meeting. The lucky winner has been informed.
Charlotte, our treasurer has reimbursed all the local businesses for our
Christmas Vouchers, a total of £8,637.95 has been paid out. Thank you Charlotte
for sorting this all out so efficiently.
The Chedworth Silver Band are holding a concert on Saturday 7 May at the
Village Hall, they will be supported by the Purton Handbell Ringers. Proceeds from
the concert will be shared between Purton Age Concern and the Prospect Hospice.
Our thanks go to everyone concerned for their generosity.
Mrs Williams recently passed away, her daughter Sue Crouch has kindly
informed Tony that money in lieu of flowers will be shared between Purton Age
Concern and the Prospect Hospice. Our thoughts are with Sue and family at this
sad time.
A new Friendship Club is starting once a month at the Silver Threads Hall. The
first get together is on Friday 11 March from 2 pm - 4 pm and is free for the first visit.
The club is for all pensioners, especially lonely, isolated people who may enjoy a
cup of tea and a chat. Transport is available, please contact Richard Woodbridge
on 770862 to book the minibus.
FUTURE EVENTS
Our Annual Auction this year is on Saturday 5 March at 1 pm in the Village Hall.
Items to be auctioned will be received between 9 and 11.30 am. Booking- in forms
need to be completed for all items to be auctioned. Street Wardens have some
booking-in forms if you would rather complete one in advance or you can fill the
form in when you bring your items to the Village Hall. Viewing of lots is from 12 pm
- 1 pm and the auction starts at 1 pm. Roderick Wightman will be our auctioneer
again this year. Come and join in the bidding, it is great fun!
Easter Market on Saturday 26 March from 9 am - 12 noon outside the Pavenhill
shops. We will have our usual sausage tasting, homemade cakes, bric-a-brac,
books and a raffle. Pop along and find yourself a bargain! Donations of cakes,
books bric-a-brac and raffle prizes will be gratefully received. Thank you.
Outing to Lechlade Garden Centre is on Wednesday 6 April, the coach will leave
the village at 10am. Food is not included in this cost of this outing but will be available
to buy at the garden centre. The cost is £5.00 for village pensioners and £6.50 for
non-pensioners and those from outside our area. We will set off for Purton at 3 pm.
If you would like to go please contact your street warden to book your place before
Monday 28 March. Come along a join us on the first outing in 2016!
3B’s Evening is on Friday 10 April at 7.30 pm in the Silver Threads Hall. The cost
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is £6 and includes a two course supper. Bingo tickets will be available to buy
separately. Admission tickets are selling fast, remember there is no entry on the
night without a ticket so if you would like to attend please contact Jenny Barnes on
770339. Please contact Richard Woodbridge on 770862 to book your place on the
minibus if you need transport to the 3B’s evening.
PAST EVENTS
Burns Night Celebration – This was very successful, everyone seemed to enjoy
the evening again this year. We have had some lovely feedback about the way the
hall was decorated, the band, the piper and the meal. Congratulations and thanks
go to everyone involved in making it such a great night including, the team of
vegetable peelers, the team of hall and table decorators led by Sarah, the kitchen
team led by Maria and the team of experienced and younger waiters & waitresses
who served the food so efficiently and to Richard, Josie and Craig for the part they
played in addressing the haggis. Thanks also go to Jenny for selling the tickets and
Matt and team from Purton Club for running the bar. We couldn’t put on such a
popular event without all this help and without the people who come along on the
evening and support us. We look forward to seeing you all again next year! Almost
forgot, we made a profit of £1,337.34, which includes a £100 donation.
INFORMATION
Fire Service & Bobby Van – If you need a smoke alarm fitting or checking please
contact the Fire Service on 01225 756514 between 9.30am-4.30pm. If you need
the Bobby Van please call them on 01225 794652.
Luncheon Club – There are still places at the Luncheon Club every Tuesday and
Thursday. This is held at the Silver Threads Hall. You get a good hot two-course
meal with tea or coffee to follow. Please give Pat Suddaby a call on 771331 if you
would like to give it a try, I’m sure you won’t regret it. Transport is available if required.
Minibuses – Please contact Richard Woodbridge on 770862 if you would like to
book the minibus. If you are thinking of volunteering as a driver or “shotgun”
(driver’s assistant) on the minibuses please contact Andy White the minibus
secretary on 771656 or email him at andywhitepacmb@gmail.com (New
volunteers are always welcome.)
Introducer Service – A recent change has been made to the Introducer Service
which should have a positive impact on Purton Age Concern. From now on anyone
who contacts Age UK Enterprises Ltd on 0800 032 6476 for a quote for one of their
products or services, will generate a small amount of commission for Purton Age
Concern even if the product or service isn’t purchased.
The list of items available includes, Home Insurance, Car Insurance, Travel
Insurance, Gas & Electricity, Funeral Plans, Annuity Service, Equity Release
Advice Service, Hearing Aids, Personal Alarms, Stair Lifts, Mobility Scooters and
Bathing Aids. So, if your home, car or travel insurance is due for renewal please
give Age UK a call on 0800 032 6476 for a quote, when prompted, tell them you got
the telephone number from Purton Age Concern. Thank you.
T’ai chi sessions are held each Thursday at 2 pm in the Millennium Hall. There are
places available so if you would like to give it a go or for more information please
Page 11

contact Mick Hull on 772453.
Finally, we were very pleased to receive all your lovely Christmas cards and thank-you
cards and letters for your Christmas vouchers, your kind words are much appreciated.
LOUISE TIDMAN

Purton and Green Gable Surgery Group for Patients - G4P
Vintage Tea Party, Saturday 16 January, Purton Village Hall
Thank you to all who came and supported this event, including those
who helped both beforehand and on the day. Also a big thank-you to
PADs who provided great entertainment. We are pleased to tell you
that we raised £931 which will be used to support the recently installed patient
check-in system.
Diabetes Information Evening – Wednesday 9 March, 7.30-9pm
This will be held on Wednesday 9 March in Purton Surgery when Sarah Fitzpatrick,
Community Diabetes Specialist Nurse, and Norman Holland from Diabetes UK will
speak. Tickets available from Purton Surgery. As always, tickets are free but
numbers are limited to 40 due to space.
Online appointments
The surgery is normally able to offer appointments within two working days, though
patients may not be able to see their doctor of choice. Please note that Online
appointments are separate from those made with receptionists who do not have
access to online appointments.
The Practice website is full of useful information, do check it regularly www.purtonsurgery.co.uk
SHEILA FOWLER, Secretary, G4P

Trustees Wanted

Wiltshire Sight is an independent charity supporting people living with sight loss in
Wiltshire and Swindon. We assist more than 2,500 people of all ages, as well as
their families and carers.
We aim to achieve our goal of being the first point of call for anyone in the county
who needs information, advice and support around sight loss. We are now seeking
new Trustees to sit on our Board and help guide the charity into the future.
We are particularly interested in recruiting local people with skills in Change
Management, Human Resources, and Ophthalmology, who have the strategic
leadership and operational experience to help us make a difference to our
members. Applications from people whose lives are affected by sight loss are
warmly welcomed.
Commitment and Duties
• Actively commit to the charity for, initially, a period of three years
• Attend around six board meetings a year and take part in other events
• Advise, mentor and guide the management team.
This is an exciting opportunity to use your skills to make a real difference. Informal
discussions with our Chief Executive, Leanne Hubbard, are welcome and
expressions of interest and CVs should be emailed to lhubbard@wiltshiresight.org
Page 12

The subject of our very own recycling
centre is a regular topic in the magazine
but 10 years ago we were treated to an
article from Ps and Qs about Purton’s Industrial Estate at the end of Mopes Lane.
Originally the site had been Purton’s brickworks from1906 to 1977 and was
operated by the Hills family.
Over the years, clay was dug out and bricks fired. It created employment for
local people through the production of building materials for many homes in the
village and beyond. Even today in 2016 there are villagers who can identify a
Purton brick from a couple of hundred paces and more. Many of these bricks were
even laid by those villagers own fair hands. Anyway, from the clay pits, lakes were
created where youngsters used to fish in the 1970s.
From the mid-1970s, the Industrial Estate came into being when Hills installed
the first gas tanks and started operating Handy Gas from around 1978. A few years
later and after a change of use was granted, the clay pits began to be used for
landfill after which other businesses moved onto the Industrial Estate and the
recycling centre was formally opened in 2000.
Also in the March 2006 magazine, the Parish Council and Royal British Legion
announced a joint event to celebrate Her Majesty’s 80th birthday on 21 April. If Her
Majesty lives for a further 10 years, will she send that telegram (or card) to herself?
Thinking of Centenarians, also in the March 2006 issue, Eric Ball contributed an
article about some Purton Centenarians in a lovely trip down memory lane for many
readers who have lived here for most - if not all - of their lives. Thinking of
Centenarians, it was recently announced that a North London woman of 107 said
her secret to longevity was that she gave up smoking 5 years ago - yes, at 102!
Apparently she gave up her 40-a-day habit after nearly 90 years so that she could
“live a long life” and watch her great-great-grandchildren grow up. She also
celebrated her 107th birthday with a trip to the hairdressers, a manicure and lunch
at the Ritz. What a lovely story.
All past issues from January 2004 (but without advertisements) can be accessed
through our on-line archive. Please visit www.purtonmagazine.co.uk .

Purton & District Luncheon Club
The Luncheon Club would like to thank everyone who supported
us so generously at our fundraising Soup and Sweet at the Silver
Threads Hall on Friday 12 February. Committee members and
kitchen volunteers made various delicious soups and desserts then worked hard
setting up the hall and preparing the food. Many people gave us cakes and tarts for
sale and others, unable to come, donated money. Those who came enjoyed a
good meal and a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere. Thanks to you all, we raised
£223 for our funds.
DIANA THOMBS, Chairman
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Bradon Forest School News www.bradonforest.org.uk
Primary pupils animated by Pixar
Our Project Pixar workshops for Primary Year 5 pupils started in January
2016. This is the second year of
running the programme and we have seen pupils
from seventeen schools in the area. So far they
have experienced a wide variety of activities
such as the maths behind creating characters,
the Science involved with cinema production,
Pixar character modelling out of clay and
producing props using some of the equipment in
Design & Technology. They have also had a lot
of fun trampolining in Get fit for Film and will soon be Cooking up a Storm!
Transition Leader and Head of Year 7, Mr Johnson commented, “It has been a
pleasure to welcome students from all over our catchment area to this year’s
Project Pixar sessions. I have seen so many enthusiastic and smiling faces making
the most of the opportunity to experience what life is like in a secondary school and
this will no doubt aid them in the transition that awaits them in the near future. Our
Pixar pupils have also had valuable opportunities
to learn new skills, whilst mixing and making
friends with children from other primary schools.”
On Wednesday 27 April 2016 Le Navet Bête and
Barbican Theatre present. ... The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz at Bradon Forest Theatre
The performance starts at 7.30 pm. Tickets £7 for
adults and £6 for students.
Book online at www.bradonforesttheatre.co.uk
or call the box office on 01793 73981.
Go4SetSTEM Project 2016
Three Year 9 teams are currently working on their
Go4Set STEM research projects with gusto!
Teams A, B and Z were selected to represent the
school after a year-wide problem-solving
challenge. They had to build a strong spaghetti bridge and also create a 3D object
that would fit through three different shapes.
Our three teams are working under the
guidance of three representatives from
companies who have generously given up
their time to support them: Torin Sifan,
NPower and TS Limited. The students visited
each of the companies and this proved to be
a great source of inspiration for their own
projects.
After researching technology from 50
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years ago, the teams have to come up with a product their think will be in use in 5
years. They then have 12 weeks to look at the science behind it and work out if it's
viable. The information is then put in a ‘science fair’ presentation and the group will
have 1 minute to present it to the judges and the other local competing schools. The
winners will then be entered into a regional competition.

Purton Rainbows, Brownies & Guides
Rainbows are working towards an around the world badge and
have started looking at Switzerland, Mexico, India and London
as these are home to the World Guiding Centres.
Both Rainbows and 2nd Purton Brownies have celebrated the Chinese New
Year. The Brownies have spread their exploration of the celebration over several
weeks; their preparations going towards gaining a special challenge badge. They
made Chinese lanterns, lucky pouches containing good luck messages, dragon
masks, played Chinese games and tasted Chinese food.
Guides marked New Year by making calendars then Aimee, Alyssa and Rowen
made their Promise as Guides. The Guides learnt about the Guide Laws, including
those from around the world. Some are very different to the ones we promise to
keep!
Sticking with the international theme, 1st Purton Brownies have been working on
the World Traveller badge. The Brownies made their own passports, then used them
the following week when they had to go through passport control on arrival at
Brownies. They packed bags for their trip and then sent postcards to friends or family
members from their ‘travels’. They learnt some words in another language, tasted
foods from around the world and went skiing without leaving the Millennium Hall!
Guides have looked beyond international travel, opting instead for space travel.
As part of the Space Go For It challenge they made fizzy rockets, made rockets
from junk to provide a safe moon landing (there were a few bumpy landings!), tried
different space foods and also tried to stargaze, between the clouds!
With unit meetings falling on Shrove Tuesday it would have been rude not to
make pancakes. 1st Purton Brownies went with the traditional oven top method
(thank you to Mary from Trefoil Guild for helping) whilst the Guides made mini
versions over tealights. The Rangers made pancakes too, shortly after learning
that one of the Guide laws in Austria is that ‘a Guide leads a healthy life’; they were
glad not to be Guides in Austria at that point!
A large group of Brownies, Guides, Rangers and Leaders enjoyed their evening
at the PADS pantomime. There was great audience participation and it was a fun
performance (no troll, just because you’re in brown doesn’t mean you can join the
Brownies!) We’re looking forward to next year already!
For enquiries about joining one of our units (girls or adult volunteers), please
contact Rachel Mead by email at braydondc@wncounty.org.uk or by phone on
07729 462054.
You can also register interest at www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested
www.facebook.com/GirlguidingNorthWiltsDivision
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PURTON POSTBAG
The Editors reserve the right not to publish letters received where space and
content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted for publication without
the proper name and address of the correspondent being supplied. However
those details may be withheld from being published if so requested.

n SOCIAL MEDIA MAKES
HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS

Although I no longer live in Purton, I
definitely consider it my home and
was so pleased to come across the
Purton and the Great War Facebook
group.
It is a fascinating group and I enjoy it
when new pictures are posted and I
can find out more about this wonderful
village. The 'real' Purton names keep
popping up which makes me rather
nostalgic and reading about family lives
and links and connections is great. Keep
up all the good work and thank you for
sharing Purton so positively.
Jo Diggle (née Sheppard)

n THANK YOU
We would like to say thank you for
the cards and kind messages of
condolence, following John passing
away in December. It was lovely to
think that so many people
remembered John and attended the
service at Kingsdown Crematorium.
Also, many thanks to Rev Judith
Wells for her help and support, and to
everyone who donated to Age
Concern and the Parkinson’s Society
in John’s memory.
Sheila Phillips and family

Purton Methodist Church
At our last Church Council meeting, we decided to write an occasional article to give
information of our services and activities.
We meet for our service in Play Close every Sunday at 10.30, with communion
every month. The Methodist Ladies meet on the second Wednesday afternoon of
each month. Our church is also used on a regular basis for Pram Service, Youth
Groups, St Mary's Fellowship of Women, Shoebox project and of course, Lent
Lunches. For your diary: On Saturday 9 April we will be holding a coffee morning
to fund raise for the new Radiotherapy Unit at GWH. This will be held at 35 High
Street. We will provide more information about this next month.
We are a friendly group and pleased to welcome newcomers and visitors.
If you would like more information about the church, our Minister, Rev. David
Perkins will be pleased to talk to you. His contact details are on the inside cover of
this magazine.

Obituaries
Purton Magazine is always happy to include obituaries. If you wish to have us publish
an obituary of a loved one, please send it, perhaps with a recent photo, via the
contacts on page 4 of the Magazine. We can crop or resize photos supplied.
Page 16

Lent Events
Strickly Star, Liveliest voice of BBC ethics programmes, Top Ulster Cop and Gulf
War General - all visiting for Lent! - well almost - it’s little more than a couple of
miles from The Pry to Cricklade!
What does Faith say to a person when they feel under the cosh from their boss
and he’s Home Secretary! How do you make a fair case for God in front of the
most confirmed atheists and articulate cynics? How do you feel about the priorities
of life when you’re called to dismantle a roadside bomb?
Five individuals who have had their beliefs tested in the hottest of waters share
their experiences and answer audience questions in the convivial setting of Prior
Park School Hall - all part of a programme for Lent organised by local churches led by those in Cricklade.
3 March: Major Gen. Tim Cross - Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq war veteran;
10 March: Ann Widdecombe - former Government Minister and bravest of
Strictly dancers;
15 March: Gary Grant - CEO Entertainer chain of shops, developing from 1 to 111;
18 March: Anne Atkins - journalist, broadcaster, Moral Maze & Any Questions regular;
24 March: Sir Mark Baggott - First Chief Constable of NI following Power Sharing;
26 February: An evening with BBC TV’s recording artists, the acclaimed ‘Sound
of Wales’.
Great harmonies with electronic and classical crossover
instrumentation and back-story chat.
Tickets available free from David Martin, email dm@tellingpictures.fsnet.co.uk or
tel 770171.
Early booking is advised for these popular events and it is possible that some may
have sold out before this issue of the Magazine.
All events except that on 18 March (which is in St Sampson’s Church), will be
held in the main hall of Prior Park School by kind permission. Each talk will be
followed by opportunity for audience questions, both in open forum and over a
glass of wine or a coffee in the ‘foyer bar’. Shared transport will be available from
Purton Village Hall. A rare local chance to dip into what the message behind lent
can mean in the maelstrom of public life.

Purton Carnival 2016
The Date for the Purton Carnival Procession & Fete is 2 July
This Year’s Theme is “Superheroes”
Events:
The Next Carnival Bingo is Wednesday 30 March, 7.30pm at Silver Threads Hall
By the time you read this the New Carnival Funded Defibrillator should have been
installed up at the Royal George to cover the top of the village. We will have a
write-up and pictures in the next edition of Purton Magazine.
KEVIN LAW, Purton Carnival Chairman
Page 17

PURTON PLACARD
Groups are invited to submit to the Editor details of forthcoming events in, for
and on behalf of our community.
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Bake for Heroes
Charity Sale
Saturday 5 March
11 am - 4 pm
33 Station Road, Purton,
SN5 4EN
Cakes, Savouries, Tea,
Coffee on sale & Raffle
Raising funds
for Help for Heroes

Silver Threads
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Saturday 19 March,
10 am -1 2 noon
At Silver Threads Hall
Various stalls, £1 admission
includes coffee and biscuits

Messy Church

llege Road
at St Mary's School, Co
Food
,
ion
rat
Crafts, Celeb
nations
do
t
bu
t
en
ev
This is a free
are welcome
nd
Su ay 20th March,
4.00pm - 6.00pm
ildren must
Children 0-11 years (ch
adult)
an
by
be accompanied

Purton Ch
Easter Acti urches
vity Day 20
at St Mary
16

's School, C
ollege
Crafts, activ
ities, celebra Road
tion for
children 7-1
1 years
Sunday 20
Ma
For further in rch, 1.30pm-3.30pm
formation an
d offers of
help please
contact
Kathryn Bart
lett 01793 7
This is a fre
78059
e event but
donations a
re
welcome
Royal Wootton Bassett Choral Society with
LYPCS Youth Community Choir and Orchestra
St Mary’s Church will be
Concert
holding a
Saturday 16 April, 7.30pm
Murder Mystery
Sacred Heart Roam Catholic Church,
Evening
Royal Wootton Bassett
On
Frid
ay 22 April
collection
Free entry, refreshments, retiring
in
con
junc
tion
Hallelujah
with PADS
Vivaldi,
Music will include: Gloria
at
Silv
er
Thre
ads
Laurisden
and
Hall, 7pm
Rutter
Bach,
Chorus – Handel,
Max 6 to a team
Tickets £10 each
Chedworth Silver Band with
-- to include a two-course
Purton Peartree Pealers
meal
Concert
Bring your own drinks and
on 7th May, 7.30pm at
glasses
Purton Village Hall
Tel: Sandra 770157,
proceeds to Prospect
Sheila 770970,
Hospice & Purton Age
Val 771201, Jane 772422
Concern .
RWB Arts F
estival 2
J
u
n
e
m
u
Music, Sin 016
se
u
Purton M
Instrumenta ging and
doors again
will be opening its
l Festival
Thursday 23
March.
to
on Wednesday 2
S
u
n
on
s
ct
at St Bartho day 26 June
array of obje
lo
We will have an
m
e
,
ts
ec
the proj
WB Memori w’s &
display, including
a
’
l
Hall
ts
ec
bj
O
T
otal Piano n in 50
Saturday 1
‘A History of Purto
’
ow
N
June &
d
an
Sunday 2 Ju
and ‘Purton - Then
n
e
be
ill
w
es
at RWB Aca
Our opening tim
demy
pm and
5
C
2
lo
sing date fo
ay
sd
ne
ed
W
r
entries
se
ea
(no late one
- 12.30 pm Pl
s
Saturday 10 am
p
le
ase):
and
Saturday 23
feel free to come
A
p
ril
have a look.

Page 19

Purton Victory Dance
Mel, our daughter Beatrix and I enjoy going along to some 1940s re-enactment
events dressed up in period style clothing throughout the year and I enjoy music
of that period and before, but apart from a couple of events we have to travel quite
a way.
So I decided why not put an event on ourselves, so here we are putting on a
Victory Dance in Purton Village Hall on 12 March. We have the U3A Dance
Orchestra playing hits of the era with a few more modern ones thrown in. We have
some swing dancers coming in from Swingout Swindon who will be more than
happy to teach you a few moves. There will also be a prize draw on your entry
tickets, a raffle, best dressed competition, bar and just for the ladies we will have
the lovely Lady She from Cirencester here to do your period hair and lippy (£15
additional charge).
All funds raised on the evening will go to The Jubilee Gardens Project which
provides education for adults with learning difficulties.
Tickets will be priced at £12 each which will include supper, entry into the prize
draw and the best dressed competition.
We look forward to seeing you there!
You can keep up to date with us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/purtonvictorydance or call Richard Gosden on: 07469612961

Visit Cricklade Country Market
Your local Country market can provide pickles and
preserves, pies, cookies and cakes, original presents and
cards, seasonal plants, fruit and vegetables. Everything is hand crafted, homemade or home grown by us for you.
Find us at “The Club at Cricklade” on Good Friday 25 March, 9 am to 11 am.
Coffee, tea and cakes available too.
Yes we are open on Good Friday so maybe some of you who are normally
unable to visit us on our normal Fridays can pop in to see what we offer!
Please call Nikki on 01793 751845 to place an order or for further information
about the market.
We look forward to meeting you.
Also open on Friday 29 April.

Purton Open Gardens – 4 & 5 June 2016
Open Gardens will take place a month earlier than past years. We are still looking
for more participants across the whole range of garden types; they don’t have to be
pristine and weed-free, but efforts by a keen gardener are appreciated. Size no
object! Participants often fundraise for their chosen charity by selling items of
tea/coffee and cake; these amounts are retained for the charity. Income from ticket
sales are distributed to worthy local charities, being £1600 2 years ago.
If interested, the next meeting is at The Royal George on 14 March at 8 pm. You
will not be co-opted onto the committee! Any queries, contact Nick Yerbury on 770552.
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Purton Scarecrow Trail
Purton Scarecrow Team would like you to save a date in
your diary for our next village trail: Saturday 17 and
Sunday 18 September 2016 - Theme: Musicals
Please register your interest (and 1st and 2nd choices if
you know them) by emailing your contact details to
info@purton-scarecrow.co.uk or calling to leave them via:
Ali B – 01793 772158 or
Ali D – 01793 772579
Please be aware that we may not respond to you until after May.
Any funds raised this year will go towards maintenance costs for the TWO public
access defibrillators that are now installed in Purton. The Carnival Committee
donated the money for the second defibrillator and its installation costs. This is
located on the outside of The Royal George pub, Pavenhill.
Purton Age Concern also donated funds which were used towards the
installation costs of the Village Hall defibrillator, following the initial purchasing fund
raising. We would like to say a massive thank-you to everyone who has contributed
from the beginning of this project.
Mel and Eddie at The Royal George have been great supporters along with
Debbie Lawrence and her team at Purton Parish Council who have worked with us
from the beginning and we are very grateful for their help. We will have continuing
costs for insurance and replacement parts for the defibrillators so the fundraising
goes on.
We will be arranging an “awareness evening” at The Royal George over the next
few weeks, so anyone who is interested can come along to learn how the
defibrillator works and how to use it in an emergency. We have said it before, but
it is important to remember that if someone has collapsed, defibrillators are safe to
use and you may well save someone’s life, so come along to learn how to use it.
Look out for further information on the Purton Parish Council website and flyers
around the village for dates for this session, which will probably take place in late
March 2016.
ALISON BUNCE

Knit-A-Square
Our fundraising Coffee Morning this year is on Saturday 12 March at the Silver
Threads Hall from 10 am to 12 noon, so please put the date in your diary. This year
we will be serving a two course lunch from noon to1 pm. To purchase a lunch ticket
please contact Louise on 772558.
Several of us have been working on a ‘Beautiful World’ blanket, which will be on
display at the Coffee Morning along with many other items made by KAS
supporters. There will also be a cake stall, books, and bric-a-brac, donations of all
these items will be much appreciated. If you need transport please contact Richard
Woodbridge on 770862 to book the minibus. We look forward to seeing you all on
12 March.
LOUISE TIDMAN - 772558
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Purton Diary - March 2016
1
2

3
4
5

6

8

9

10
11
12
13

14

15

16

19
20

Tu 2.00pm
W 10.00am
11.45am
2.00pm
Th 10.30am
F
10.30am
Sa 11.00am
1.00pm
7.30pm
Su 8.00am
10.30am
6.00pm
Tu 10.00am
11.00am
8.00pm
W 11.45am
2.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
Th 10.30am
F
9.30am
Sa 10.00am
7.30pm
Su 8.00am
10.30am
10.30am
5.00pm
M
7.00pm
Tu 2.00pm
7.45pm
8.00pm
W 11.45am
2.00pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
Sa 10.00am
7.30pm
Su
8.00am

Silver Threads Club: Musical Companions
“Storytime” at library for pre-school children
to 1pm: Lent Lunch at Methodist Church
to 5pm: Grand Reopening of Purton Museum
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Women’s World Day of Prayer service, Purton Methodist Church
to 4pm: Bake for Heroes charity sale at 33 Station Road
Age Concern Annual Auction at the Village Hall
to late: Charity Rock Night at Village Hall
Communion at St Mary’s Church
United Service & parade for Mothering Sunday, St Mary’s Church
Evensong at St Mary’s Church
Purton Probus meeting at Red House Lounge, ‘The Boer War’
Songs of Praise at Ashgrove House
After8 “The Natural World” led Gwyneth at her house
to 1pm: Lent Lunch at Methodist Church
Methodist Women’s Fellowship meeting, Purton Methodist
Church. Speaker Rev. David Perkins.
Purton Yacht Club at The Royal George
G4P talk on Diabetes at Purton Surgery
Songs of Praise at The Cedars
Age Concern Minibus to Swindon
to 12 noon: K-A-S Coffee Morning at Silver Threads Hall
Victory Dance at Village Hall
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Methodist Church
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Youth Service at St Mary’s Church
Commonwealth Day
Purton Parish Council meeting at Village Hall - press and
public welcome
Silver Threads Club: Easter Celebration with Linda Tinson
Royal British Legion at The Red House
After 8: The Natural World led by Gwyneth at her house
to 1pm: Lent Lunch at Methodist Church
Communion at Ashgrove House
Purton Evening W.I. at Village Hall: Annual General Meeting
Historical Society: Grand Opening of the Museum
to 12 noon: Easter Coffee Morning at Silver Threads Hall
Swindon Choral Soc concert at Marlborough College Chapel
Spring Equinox
Communion at St Mary’s Church
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10.30am
10.30am
1.30pm
4.00pm
7.30pm

21

M

22

Tu 10.00am
2.30pm
7.00pm
7.30pm

24
25

26
27

Th 7.30pm
F
10.00am
2.00pm
Sa 9.00am
Su
8.00am
10.30am
10.30am
6.00pm

28
29
30
31

M
Tu 2.00pm
W 7.30pm
Th 7.30pm

Every week
Tu 9.00am
12 noon
7.30pm
W 10.00am
6.30pm
Th 9.00am
11.15am
12 noon
2.00pm
2.20pm
F
10.00am
Moon Phases
1 March

Morning Worship at Methodist Church for Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday family communion at St Mary’s Church
to 3.30pm: Purton Churches Easter Activity Day, St Mary’s Sch
to 6pm: Messy Church, St Mary’s School
St Mary’s Fellowship of Women: Devotional Evening with Rev
Don Symmonds at Purton Methodist Church
Purton Probus meeting at the Red House Lounge, ‘The
defence of Rourke’s Drift’
Communion at White Lodge
Spring Music Festival at Bradon Forest School
Purton Gardeners’ Guild, Silver Threads Hall. ‘Batsford
Arboretum through the year’
Maundy Thursday Communion at St Mary’s Church
Good Friday
Good Friday Walk of Witness
Hour at the Cross with the Archdeacon
to 12 noon: Age Concern Easter Market at Pavenhill shops
Start of British Summer Time - clocks go forward
Easter Sunday
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Morning Worship at Methodist Church
Communion at St Mary’s Church
Evensong at St Mary’s Church
Easter Monday Bank Holiday
Silver Threads Club: Guide Dogs, a talk by Sue Mead
Carnival Bingo at Silver Threads Hall
Purton Historical Society: AGM followed by: Jacky Parker The Flawed Genius of Jan Smuts
to 11am: Purton Toddler Group at Village Hall
Luncheon Club at Silver Threads for over 60s
Bridge Club at the Red House
to 12 noon: Coffee and Chat at Silver Threads Hall
Rock Solid at the Methodist Church
to 11am: Purton Toddler Group at Village Hall
to 1pm: New Beginnings at Purton Youth Centre
Luncheon Club at Silver Threads for over 60s
to 3pm: Age Concern T’ai Chi at Millennium Hall
Pram Service for pre-school children at Methodist Church
to 11.30am: Tea, Coffee & Cake at The Cedars
9 March

15 March

31 March
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23 March

Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild
After a brief AGM when the committee was re-elected en bloc, we
welcomed Sue Carter who had joined us to present a talk entitled
‘Gardening for Bees’.
Sue has been head gardener at Lacock Abbey for the last ten years and as such
she was paramount in setting up a border in the abbey gardens specifically for
bees. Since its creation, the abbey has hosted an annual bee and honey day, in
conjunction with Melksham Bee Keeper’s Association, and this has proved to be a
very popular event.
It was surprising to learn that there are as many as 275 types of British bees
including 20 bumble bee species, just a single species of honey bee, with solitary
bees making up the remainder. It’s now known that 75% of honey bees were lost
during the last century. With one bumble bee species now extinct and many
species of solitary bees threatened we need to act now to protect bees.
Reasons for the decline in honey bee numbers can be attributed to a number of
factors including poor bee keeping, diseases and the use of pesticides used
agriculturally and for that reason we should regulate their usage in our gardens.
With Bumble bees and solitary bees the decline in numbers is attributed to
habitat decline, poor forage, and the scarcity of suitable nesting sites.
So what can we do the help? Well, as the title of the talk suggests, we should
garden for bees by planting flowers that will not only bring our gardens to life, with
colour and form, but will provide food for the bees in the form of nectar which is high
in protein and is essential to queen bees for the production of eggs. The high
carbohydrate value of the nectar also provides the necessary fuel for bees to fly
and forage. Sue explained that the internal temperature of flowers may be higher
than the outside air temperature, warming the nectar which can offer energetic
advantages for the honey bee, for example, making it easier to drink owing to its
lower viscosity.
Shelter for bees can be provided in the form of old trees with hollow spaces,
hollow stems such as bamboo canes and sheltered hedge bottoms, whilst readymade bee houses can be obtained from garden centres.
What makes a good plant for bees? Sue explained that there is no single plant
perfect for all bees, and plants with single flowers will always win out against those
with double flowers where reaching the pollen can prove difficult. The length of a
bee’s tongue can determine its choice of flower, a long tongue suiting pea-like
flowers, whilst a short tongue is best suited to daisy-type flowers.
Providing a good landing pad and vertical symmetry in the form of foxgloves or
snapdragons, for example, will attract bumble bees as their weight, on landing,
enables the neck of the flower to open. Hence both the bee and the flower are
satisfied and the bee will remain on the plant for longer, moving from flower to flower.
Throughout the gardening year we can provide the necessary plants to meet the
needs of bees. They include: spring - snowdrop, crocus, plum blossom, apple
blossom and hellebores and tulips; summer - monarda, foxgloves, echinacea,
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chive flowers and delphiniums, digitalis and allium; autumn - dahlias, ivy flowers,
michaelmas daisies, sedum, penstemon and japanese anemones.
For further information on the subject, Sue recommended the RHS ‘Perfect for
Pollinators’ Plant list. It covers all four seasons and is available online.
Similarly Friends of the Earth have produced ‘20 Things you need to know about
bees’ together with a poster ‘Plants that create a buzz throughout the flowering
season’.
So, armed with all Sue’s information and advice, Purton may well be ‘buzzing’
this summer!
Moira offered a vote of thanks for Sue’s informative and inspiring talk.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 22 March 2016 at 7.30 pm in Silver
Threads Hall. Sue Burn will be entertaining us with her talk entitled ‘Batsford
Arboretum through the year’. Sue replaces Alan Christopher who unfortunately has
been forced to cancel on health grounds. Alan has been a regular speaker at our
meetings and we wish him well. The competition will be ‘5 Daffodils’. New
members and visitors may be assured of a warm welcome.
MARGARET GOODALL, Secretary. tel .770906

Historical Society Outing
Our Summer outing is on Saturday
18 June when we shall be visiting
Waddesdon
Manor,
near
Aylesbury. This amazing house
was built by Baron Ferdinand de
Rothschild to house his outstanding
collection of art treasures and to
entertain fashionable society. His choice of French-chateau style, typical of the
Loire Valley surprised many in 1874! A magnificent collection of 18th century
French decorative arts alongside Dutch Old Masters and fine English portraits
housed in elegant surroundings plus the splendid, and one of the finest Victorian
gardens should make this an enjoyable day, with the added bonus that “The Feast”,
a celebration of food, drink, crafts and music will be taking place in the grounds and
admission to this event is included in the price.
You do not have to be a Historical Society member to join us on this outing. The
cost for those with National Trust membership will be £12 (please remember to
bring your membership card with you on the day) and for those who are not NT
members the cost will be £26.
For further information or any questions please contact Helen on 01793 770648.
Booking forms will be available at society meetings, from In Touch Services or can
be emailed to you if you contact Helen. They can also be found on the Purton
Magazine website at www.purtonmagazine.co.uk/phs-form.
STOP PRESS …
Another date for your diary. On Tuesday 27 September we will be visiting The
Royal Hospital Chelsea. More details next month.
Page 25

Great War Project
Part 32: March 1916
Mervyn Stronge Richardson was born on 21 June 1894
at Killynether Castle, Newtownards, Co Down, youngest
son of Capt. Arthur Percy Richardson and Ethel Mary
Richardson, by 1914 of Purton House. A member of the
Officer Training Corps (OTC) at Radley College, he
attended the Royal Military College and was
commissioned as a lieutenant on 15 August 1914 to the
Royal Welch Fusiliers (RWF), initially with the 2nd Battalion.
In September 1914, aged 20, he took a draft of 182 men
over from the battalion barracks in Wrexham to join the
battalion on 25 September just north of Paris,
accompanied by his servant. This was the time of the “Race to the Sea” when the
German forces tried to outflank the British and French and secure the Belgian
Channel ports. See Part 14, September 2014 issue.
By March 1916, now a captain and attached to the 1st Battalion RWF, Mervyn
was in trenches at Fricourt, 2½ miles east of Albert on the Somme in France. A few
months later the 1st battle of the Somme would start around this area following an
allied conference at Chantilly on 12 March between Belgium, France, Great Britain,
Italy, Japan, Portugal, Russia, and Serbia to discuss the summer offensives.
But on 18 March, enemy artillery and trench mortars were active. Around
midnight Mervyn was on a night working party, inspecting and repairing barbed wire
defences, when he and L/Cpl Chamberlain were hit by a 5-inch
howitzer shell. Both died the following morning. Much of his
story is related by his friend and fellow officer, the writer and
poet Robert Graves.
Mervyn is buried, aged 21, near Maple Redoubt beside
two friends in Point 110 New Military Cemetery, Fricourt. The
Cemetery is named Point 110 after the elevation marked on the
trench map. His headstone inscription reads “I have fought a
good fight. I have finished my course. Leander”, a quote from
2 Timothy 4:7 and a reference to his having been “Captain of
the boats, Radley College, Leander Club”. Mervyn is also
remembered on the War Memorial in Newtownards in N Ireland
and other places.
The following men with Purton connections were mobilised in March 1916:
To France:
Leonard Dunsford, 2nd Canadian Pioneer Battalion. (Eldest Son of Arthur and
Blanche Maud Mary Dunsford, Holly Lodge, Purton.)
Harry Titcombe, Royal Field Artillery.
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To Egypt:
Arthur Martin, Royal Field Artillery.
Arthur Anthony Brown, 271st Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.
At Sea
At the beginning of March, Germany began its extended submarine campaign
against allied shipping.
On the 15th a neutral Dutch merchant ship Tubantia was torpedoed and sunk by
a German submarine in the North Sea.
But on 24 March, the French ferry SS Sussex was torpedoed by SM UB-29 in
the English Channel with at least 50 killed, including many American nationals and
the composer Enrique Granados. By 4 May, Germany pledged to the United States
a suspension of the intensified submarine warfare policy.
In America: Newton D. Baker was appointed Secretary for War in the US on 6
March. Hardly had he got his feet under the desk when, on 8-9 March, in the
Mexican Revolution, Pancho Villa led about 500 Mexican raiders in an attack
against Columbus, New Mexico, killing 12 US soldiers. A garrison of the U.S. 13th
Cavalry Regiment drove them back. A week later on 15 March, President
Woodrow Wilson sent 12,000 United States troops over the US-Mexico border to
pursue Villa and the next day the US 7th and 10th Cavalry regiments, under General
John J. Pershing, joined the hunt for Villa in Mexico with a further 15,000 men. US
forces remained in Mexico for 10 months.
About the same time, the US invaded Cuba for the 3rd time, in order to end the
corrupt Menocal regime there.
Portugal: On 9 March, Germany declared war on Portugal and Austria-Hungary
followed on the 15th. This followed a British request for Portugal to intern 36
German and Austro-Hungarian ships in Lisbon. By August 1916, the Portuguese
Expeditionary Corps (Corpo Expedicionário Português, CEP), had been
established with 30,000 soldiers, later reaching 55,000 infantry soldiers, plus 1,000
artillerymen, to be sent to France, to man 12 km of battlefront. As it happened, only
the first two divisions reached France, as the American entry into the war cut the
number of transport ships available. Meanwhile Portugal strengthened its forces in
its African colonies. Mozambique had been under attack from German colonial
forces, and Germany had stirred up native unrest in the south of Angola.
China
On 22 March, following a rebellion by Yunnan province against autocratic rule
(the National Protection War) and followed by Guizhou and Guangxi, the
temporary Emperor of China, Yuan Shikai, abdicated the throne. The Republic
of China was restored.
RICK DIXON
OUR FAMILY’S WAR: We have already received a number of contributions for
this feature, for which we are most grateful. If you want to share a memory of your
family’s life in the Great War, in the forces or the home front, please send it to us
at one of the addresses on page 4. The memory doesn’t need to be Purton related.
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Sort-Out Saturday Sale
A group of us in the village decided, straight after Christmas, to organise a fund
raising event, as soon as possible, to support all those people left behind in war
zone camps, in Syria and Lebanon. The camps are full of children, elderly and
disabled people unable to flee across the seas to supposed relative safety.
So we decided to hold a ‘Sort-out Saturday’ sale as a way of ‘re-gifting’
unwanted Christmas presents and special trinkets and toys. To our amazement we
managed to raise £625 at this event. So, we are extremely grateful to all who came
to help, all who donated items to sell and all who came to buy. It was a fun event
and people were able to enjoy a delicious lunch at the same time!
Christian Aid was very happy to receive this donation and will put it to good use
instantly, by supporting the local partnership teams working in the camps. Four
terrible years of conflict in Syria have had devastating effects on young and old
alike. It is hard for us to imagine the distress. Half the population of Syria have
become displaced from their homes and over 4 million people have become
refugees. More than 200,000 have been killed. We must persevere to help these
people whenever and however we possibly can.
Thank you for supporting us and Christian Aid.
from Mary, Brian, Libbie and the Christian Aid team

Charity Rock Night
This is a reminder about our Rock Night for the GWH Radiotherapy Appeal. It takes
place in Purton Village Hall on Saturday 5 March. Doors open at 7.30. £5 donation
on the door; there are no tickets, just turn up.
We start with Royal Wootton Bassett Rock Choir, and then have Nick and Frank
on saxophones finishing with Purton’s very own boy band, S-Hit 5.
We have a licensed bar, burgers and hot dogs, raffle, auction, cake stall and a
pre-loved stall, plus a Neal’s Yard stall.
We do need donations for the cake and pre-loved stall. So if you’ve any
unwanted Christmas presents or any other suitable items we’d love to have them.
No rubbish or jumble please. If you’ve got any “money can’t buy” ideas we can
auction, please let us know. Any raffle prizes or cakes can be delivered to 39a
Vasterne Close just prior to the event, or drop them down the Village Hall just
before 7.30 on 5 March.
The radiotherapy unit is a much needed facility. Ask anyone who has needed
radiotherapy and had to drive all the way to Oxford. They need nearly £2.9 million.
Okay, we’re not going to do that in one night but if we can help out, we’ll have done
something worthwhile.
Any enquiries, information, donations, phone Tony/Sue on 01793 772581.
TONY RICHARDSON

Purton Profferings - Recycle your unwanted items to a new owner here
To advertise in this section please contact Purton Magazine (address on page 4).
Free advertisements for Free goods. 2 lines maximum.
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Harbour Project thanks
Having already thanked you for supporting the Harbour Project last month (page
35), I now need to update Purton and say thank you all over again!
We handed over 200 bottles of nail varnish within the first two weeks of the
appeal, and I am now writing to say that another 115 bottles have been received ...
and so I feel that we need to draw this appeal to its close! I am sure that 350 bottles
of nail varnish will keep the ladies at the Harbour Project going for the next few
months!
Thank you all so much … from all involved at the Harbour Project in Swindon.
The ladies being supported there have so little to bring cheer to their hearts and a
smile to their faces
So, a bit of fun with nail varnish and all the wonderful scarves that you have
provided, have given them something to smile about. They are all very grateful.
Thank you.
LIBBIE

Purton Silver Threads
At our recent committee meeting, suggestions were put forward for a ‘Friendship
Club’ within the Silver Threads but open to anyone interested in coming along. Not
a formal occasion just a way of meeting others, sharing ideas, perhaps requests for
information, over a cup of tea.
The first meeting will be held on Friday 11 March from 2- to 4 pm, a free event
to discuss all possibilities. Hope to see you there.
Just a reminder that the Silver Threads meetings are held every other Tuesday
2 to 4 pm. A variety of speakers and choirs providing the entertainment (see diary).
Also, Easter coffee morning on Saturday 19 March 10 am to 12 noon where a warm
welcome awaits.
JENNY BARNES 770339

Swindon Choral Society
The choir’s next concert is on 19 March at Marlborough College
Chapel SN8 1PA, starting at 7.30 pm (doors open 7 pm).
This delightful venue will host Mozart’s C Minor Mass and Mendelssohn’s Hymn
of Praise, under the baton of their Musical Director, Robin Nelson. Together with
sopranos Elizabeth Atherton and Elizabeth Donovan, tenor James Edwards and
bass Alex Jones, the Oxford Sinfonia will top it off for a truly memorable evening.
All for the cost of £15 per ticket, available from www.wegottickets.com, from the
Information Centre at Swindon Central Library, White Horse Bookshop, Sound
Knowledge in Marlborough of from any choir member. One under-18 is allowed
free accompanied by an adult.
There is also a voluntary retiring collection in aid of the Marlborough Brandt
Group, a volunteer led charity that supports the community partnership link
between Marlborough and Gunjur in The Gambia. The link is founded on mutual
learning through reciprocal visits, a development programme in The Gambia and
an education programme in Wiltshire.
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Church Floodlighting
With thanks to those who have sponsored floodlighting
of St Mary’s Church.
19 February

22 February

5 March

St Mary’s was floodlit in remembrance
of Laura Mumford (née Bultitude)
Forever in our hearts, Laura, now resting peacefully with her Dad.
Loved and remembered by her family
St Mary’s will be floodlit in in memory of Ray Suddaby
on the 20th anniversary of his passing.
Loved always by his wife Pat
St Mary’s will be floodlit in memory of My Darling Partner,
Jeffrey Waite for the 4th anniversary of his death.
He was very much loved and is missed by Iris, Roslyne, Lesley
and family; and also Jeff’s family, Ann, Julia, Robert, Helen and
Annette.

7 March

St Mary’s will be floodlit in memory of Ray Herbert.
Loving husband and Dad.
Forever in our hearts. Jane and family

16 March

St Mary’s will be floodlit for Margaret Joan Wells.
In loving memory: The Wells Family

19 March

The Church will be floodlit in memory of Bob Totterdell
who passed away on 19 March 2009.
Loved and much missed by Jean and family
St Mary’s will be floodlit for Charles James Wells.
In loving memory: The Wells Family
St Mary’s will be floodlit on the 5th anniversary of the tragic
accident of Dom Tovey.
Dearly loved and always missed.
Love Mum, Dad and Leah.

21 March
29 March

If you would like the church floodlit, for a special date, occasion, memorial, please
contact Libbie: 771018. The cost is £17 for one evening and it would be helpful
if the date is booked at least a couple of weeks before the chosen night.
An announcement can also be put in this magazine for no extra charge if
requested.

Purton & District Guide Dogs
Unfortunately our Trading Barrow in February was cancelled. So our next
events will be the stalls at Purton Carnival Fete and the Cricklade Show.
Many thanks for your continued support.
BRIAN DAVIES, for the Purton Support Group
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Purton Evening WI

purtonevewi.wordpress.com
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 16 March in Purton Village Hall at
7.30. This is our AGM which is perhaps not the most exciting of
meetings but is probably the most important. It gives us the
opportunity to have our say as to who we would like to see guiding our WI through
the next year. I know we will be welcoming some new members to our committee
as well as saying a BIG THANK-YOU to those who are stepping down. Committee
members can find it quite challenging organising speakers and various events but
at the same time it can be very rewarding. We will also hear from our members
about their successes (or otherwise!) with skittles, whist, Scrabble etc.
If the AGM runs with its usual efficiency it shouldn’t take too long, so we have been
invited to bring along our favourite board game so you could find yourself buying a
hotel on Mayfair over a cup of tea or wondering what that odd two-letter word means!
We certainly had a most enjoyable time at the last meeting; and even if you could
only tap your toes to the music and not join in the actual dancing; there was a jolly
warm atmosphere that evening, as well as enjoying the entries for the Evening Bag
competition. As someone cheerfully said, “At least we have had our share of the fun,
and enjoyed the lovely silk bags and patterns and we all enjoyed handling the
unexpectedly beautiful evening bags that had been entered for the competition!”
We have had several thank you cards from former members who attended the
50th Birthday Party and we also received a thank-you letter from The Prospect
Foundation who thanked us for the donation of £96.30 raised that evening by the
raffle and donations from Members.
If you have been good members and paid your annual subscriptions. Thank
you! And please don’t forge, you should also have picked up your vouchers booklet
which would have contained not only your coupons, but your membership card
which would have been neatly tucked inside the vouchers book! And if you find one
lying casually on the floor, it will - careless as ever - inevitably be mine!
Incidentally on yesterday’s BBC News (15 February), did you notice that our
men are considering forming a group, at present to be known as “The Shed”, a sort
of male retreat for and similar to the W.I? It appears to be a move to make life more
amenable for men. (I thought that was the object of marriage!) Anyway, should this
idea progress, we could enjoy what one might call “separate association”. Played
cleverly, this idea could work out very nicely for the WI!
Now I look forward to greeting you all, next meeting.
CONSTANCE REED, tel. 771571

Prayer for Purton
This month the churches in Purton are praying for everyone who lives or works
in Restrop View, Restrop Road, Battlewell and Bagbury Lane
If there is anyone or anything that you would like us to pray for during our
Sunday worship, please contact Revd Ian Tweedie-Smith, Revd Judith Wells or
Rev. David Perkins. Their contact details can be found on the inside cover of this
magazine. You can give as much or little information as you wish. We don’t even
have to know a name.
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Purton & District Probus Club
On 12 January, John Clark, a Probus member and regular speaker,
addressed the meeting with ‘More Underwater Treasure Hunting’.
(John’s previus talks have ranged from Building the Pyramids, to the
Zigouilleurs, the so-called Trench Cleaners of WW1.) John’s hobby for the past 25
years has been Metal Detecting and he began by showing an early basic type of
Detector and then demonstrating his more sophisticated current and latest model.
American Patents for hand-held machines date from 1924/28. Early in WW2
Josef Kosacki, an Officer in the Polish Army, stationed in St Andrew’s Scotland,
refined the design into an effective Mine Detector which was used successfully on
a number of invasion beeches. The invention of Semiconductors in the 50s and
60s led to lighter hand held devices with smaller battery packs. Computer
technology has further refined their capability to discriminate between, and
reference specific metals, e.g. Iron can be turned off! John says ‘In time the sound
and intensity of the bleep becomes a language of information about the hidden
object, and guessing correctly adds to the excitement.’ He now demonstrated the
difference in the tone of the bleeps – low for 18 carat gold and high for a silver
broach. By moving the detector head in various directions he could predict shape
and depth of the object.
John brought to the meeting an extensive array of his finds - 5 display cases
containing 70 gold rings and hundreds of silver brooches, necklaces, artefacts and
a small cannon ball. Many of the finds were from French and Spanish beaches.
Some people have reservations concerning the use of metal detectors, but
John’s book, published in 2009, is a wide-ranging guide which covers all aspects
of the hobby including the law, obtaining permission and reporting Treasure Trove.
The Archaeological Protection Act of 1974 excludes from treasure trove scattered
coins, and under the Treasure Act of 1996 (England & Wales), there is a Treasure
Valuation Committee which decides how much to pay the Finder and the
Landowner for that which is deemed Treasure Trove. A copy of John’s book was
passed around the members together with some of the rarer coins of his collection
- a silver Guinea, found by John’s wife in a drained lake, with the mint mark of
Montpellier in Southern France and evidence of clipping, a silver florin, first minted
in Florence and found on the Pilgrim’ way to Santiago de Compostela in Spain, a
coin with the emblem of Burgos Cathedral and a Zeugitana coin from Carthage
struck in 241BC which appeared to be silver but turned out to be bronze faked with
a silver coating.
On occasions, our speaker has been asked to search for lost items, some
memorable occasions - the recovery of a Wedding Ring from the lake at The Four
Pillars was much appreciated, finding the Silver Mount from a priest’s staff on a
path in Spain was another success, and the finding of a false-tooth plate on a beach
in Spain, which unfortunately were not the teeth that John was looking for!
He has also lectured troops, destined for Afghanistan, in mine detecting,
warning them that a mine can sometimes be disguised as an oilcan or some other
harmless object. When introducing children to metal detecting at Lambourn he
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“seeded” a path with small coins etc, and was surprised when an elderly lady
uncovered a solitaire and gold ring with a hallmark from 1842. Perhaps it’s not too
late to take up metal detecting! John gave us a very interesting morning.
On 26 January, David Head spoke to the meeting on ‘St Petersburg’. The
opening image was that of Rasputin and, although Peter the Great founded the city
two centuries before Rasputin, the circumstances of his murder serve to illustrate
the power struggles of the Romanov Dynasty down the centuries. On the death of
Alexis 1st in 1676 the succession went to his son Feodor 3rd (15 years old and not
healthy). Sophie, his older sister, with the help of the boyars, began to manoeuvre
herself into the role of Regent and, when Feodor died and his younger brother Ivan,
an imbecile, was declared Tsar, Sophie was elected Regent.
However, by Alexis’ their father’s second marriage, there was a further
contender for the Title of Tsar, a son Peter. This son was young, intelligent and
ambitious and was already organising military exercises as a teenager. Though
Sophie and her supporters eliminated most of Peter’s family, he managed to
overcome the political opposition and in 1689 was crowned Emperor. Sophie was
confined to a monastery and her supporters were hanged. Peter the Great still had
to overcome some opposition from his mother, but he now set off on an aggressive
plan to modernise Russia. His prime consideration was to create a seaport for
Russia which was free from ice all year round. The Mediterranean was denied to
him and ports to the north could be frozen for much of the year. He chose the
estuary of the Neva and having driven the Swedes and Finns out of the area he
began building St Petersburg, named after Saint Peter and not himself. (In 1914 it
became Petrograd and from 1924-1991, Leningrad.)
Today it is St Petersburg. Peter commissioned, and paid well, foreign architects
and guildsmen to design and build his city. 4000 serfs provided the work force, fed
but unpaid. Our speaker gave a detailed account of its history including the
900-day siege of WWII in which 632,000 died defying the Nazis. The city has since
been restored and we were taken on a visual tour of the wonderful buildings and
treasures to be seen there. The Winter Palace, which is one of 7 buildings which
house the Hermitage Museum; the Peterhof Palace, often referred to as the
Russian Versailles, with its’ Grand Cascade, 17 waterfalls, fountains and golden
statues; the Peter and Paul Fortress where the Cathedral holds the burial tombs of
Peter, his second wife, Catherine and his daughter Elizabeth, and here we saw the
incredible golden altar-gate. Catherine 1st, Peter’s wife, a commoner of Latvian
extraction, left her own edifice, the Catherine Palace just south of the city. Elizabeth
had it rebuilt and enlarged with a gilded façade which needed 100 kg of gold. All of
these buildings, particularly the ballrooms, are heavily adorned with gold leaf,
carvings, frescoes, icons, crystals, amber, agate and precious gems. The wealth
of the Romanovs seems to have had no limits. The surprizing thing is that it’s all
there today after almost a hundred years of communism. The speaker held our
attention from start to finish.
Notice! Purton Probus Club (Founded 1988 as The Church Hill Probus Club).
The organisational problem for the coming year 2016-17 has been resolved and we
will continue to hold our traditional meetings in the Red House lounge at 10 am
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every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Prospective members/visitors may attend
three meetings free of charge.
Our purpose is to provide regular meetings for retired or semi-retired men
particularly for those who would appreciate and value in their retirement increased
social contact and the opportunity for meeting others in similar circumstances.
The next two talks will be on 22 March: The Defence of Rorke’s Drift by Gerry
Churchard; and on 12 April: Signature Tunes by Malcolm Lewis. We have a mixed
programme throughout the year with subjects that suit all tastes.
Why not come along to a very friendly club who would welcome you to our meetings.
For more information, ring Bob Stevens on 770857 or David Sweet 770491.
BOB STEVENS

Purton Historical Society

Thursday 28 January 2016 - The Canal at Swindon - John Farrow
Our speaker, John Farrow is Secretary of the Wilts and Berks Canal Trust
its primary aim being the restoration of our local canals. The Society’s
fundraising targets have already been helped by a considerable amount from the
National Lottery. The patron of the Trust is Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall.
John covered the history of canals from 500 AD in China to the 1700s and early
1800s in this country. His talk was complimented by pictures of tunnels, aqueducts,
lifts and locks. Before covering the Swindon canal, John touched on all the canals
in Wilts and Berks that the Trust looks after.
The Swindon canal has many sections being either worked on or where
proposals are being made for regeneration. Mouldon Hill includes an aqueduct and
locks and this section can be walked as part of the Mouldon Hill Park. The Kingshill
section has been restored with a wetlands habitat at Rushey Platt. Wichelstowe
has a new lock section which it is hoped to link with the old section near the new
Waitrose. A canal barge operates on the Wichelstowe section taking passengers
for pleasure trips.
The Trust work in partnership with Swindon Borough Council and in 2007 a
Swindon town centre feasibility study was completed, proposing a new canal route
from Kingshill to the town centre. This would create a green space to include the
GWR Park and the heritage of Brunel’s Railway Village. John said the canal would
improve the environment and the interest generated would increase the ‘footfall’
into the town centre.
A very interesting presentation which illustrated the large amount of valuable
work that is being completed in our local area to improve the surroundings, facilities
and environment.
Future Meetings/Events
Saturday 19 March - Grand opening of the museum from 10.30 am. See Bob
Lloyd article below.
Thursday 31 March - Annual General Meeting, Purton Village Hall, 7.30 pm
Followed by – The Flawed Genius of Jan Christiaan Smuts – Jacky Parker
Who was this South African who for more than half a century played a leading role
on the domestic and international stage as warrior, statesman and counsellor of kings?
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‘He was one of the most enlightened, courageous and noble-minded men of the
20th century ... a man who fought for his country but who thought for the whole world.’
Winston Churchill. ‘Even the great thought he was great.’ Alan Paton. ‘I cared more
that he helped the foundation of the League of Nations, promoting freedom
throughout the world than that he repressed freedom at home.’ Nelson Mandela.
He was recognized by Einstein as one of the greatest philosophers of the
20th century and by two of the world’s leading historians today as one of the makers
of the modern world. Yet for all this he is virtually persona non grata in his own country’.
Thursday 28 April - History of Cricklade - John Sameways, at Purton Village Hall,
7.30pm
Thursday 26 May - Longitude and John Harrison’s Clocks - Ron Poole, at Purton
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.
New members and visitors always welcome.
TONY & JAN NEATE
E mail: tjneate57@gmail.com Tel: 01793 770117

Purton & the Great War poppies
The aim of my project has been to commemorate all of those Purton links who died
in the Great War, not just the 55 men listed on the Parish memorial. The poppies
form part of a side project from my research, PURTON REMEMBERS. On the
100th anniversary of their deaths, I have a candle lit and placed on the War
Memorial. I send out details to members of a mailing list detailing the known
military service.
Each of the fallen are also remembered by the creation of a ceramic poppy.
These poppies have been crafted by Sally Cooke at Bradon Forest school, each
bearing the name of the fallen who is being remembered. They are individually
coloured to represent the colour of the poppies found where they fell, familiar red
for the Western Front whilst further afield they are shades of cream and purple.
Eventually there will be over 90. Each year they are laid up as part of the annual
service in November. The project was originally thought of back in 2010, with the
first poppy created in time for the centenary commemoration of the first casualty in
August 2014. When it ends in 2020 the Parish in real time will have commemorated
the Great War and remembered those died as a consequence of the Great War.
On 19 March, a display of the poppies will be on show at Purton Museum. On
this date 100 years ago another Purton man, Mervyn Richardson of Purton House,
will be remembered, so it is a fitting date that the display will be unveiled. I will be
on hand to talk about the poppies and the men … boys they represent.
Further details for all those researched can be
found on my Facebook page.
BOB LLOYD
Facebook - Purton and the Great War
Right: In case you haven’t seen it, this the Poppy
Memorial installed in Royal Wootton Bassett on
the corner of High Street and Milton Way
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Purton Museum
I am delighted to announce that the Purton Museum will be opening its doors again
on Wednesday 2 March. We will have an array of objects on display, including the
projects, A History of Purton in 50 Objects and Purton - Then and Now which have
both been popular in the past. Our opening times will be Wednesday 2 - 5 pm and
Saturday 10 am - 12.30 pm. Please feel free to come and have a look.
We also have an exciting opening on 19 March showcasing the display of
ceramic poppies made by Bradon Forest, commemorating the Parish casualties of
the War in 1916.
Please don’t hesitate in contacting me with any questions about these future
projects or any further enquires.
BETH FARNHAM
bethaney23@icloud.com
I have now finished my time as Museum Curator and handed over to Bethaney. So
I am taking this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped me and loaned
exhibition items to make my task a lot easier. It has been a fascinating time and I
have learned even more about our village and its history. I will be doing some
displays and may occasionally still be asking for help with information.
I have been clearing the office at the museum and found a folder of Purton
Historical Bulletins dating back to Issue Number 1. These documents provide
fascinating reading material and I hope to publish small extracts in future copies of
Purton Magazine. Our village was so lucky to have such a dedicated group of
people back in 1970 who decided to issue these bulletins and devote themselves
to recording the history of our village by interviewing residents and attending the
excavations of the M4 Motorway - sometimes a friendly bulldozer driver would
remove the top layer of soil so they could look for items of interest. I understand
the Society was formed at least ten years before 1970 and relevant documents,
books and objects of interest were kept in a room above the Chemist Shop
belonging to Mr Howard Thomas at 6 High Street, Purton and I believe that some
meetings were held at this address.
I will close with a two brief extracts from these bulletins:
Bulletin No. 3 dated September 1970: An extract from a conversation with
Mr Sidney Locke of 121 Reids Piece:
The large field of pasture land opposite Manor Farm (site of the WW1 Remount
Depot) was known as the Polo Field as Mr Robson who lived at Manor Farm and
his sons Basil and Percy arranged Polo matches which were played there. This
fact was confirmed by Mr Frank Dunn who could remember the games taking place
in the period 1912-14. This name endured for many years but now seems to have
dropped from general use.'
Bulletin No 4 dated December 1970: An extract from a conversation with Mr C.
Durnford of 101 Pavenhill entitled Place Names and Sayings:
Mr Durnford lived at the Milkhouse and his father worked at Manor Farm. At that
time the Polo Field was cultivated for arable crops and was divided into four
unfenced sections. Two of them were called Gardner’s big field and Gardner’s little
field. (This name appears on the 1744 map so this name was recognised for 200
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years and how much earlier we do not know). Mr Durnford was born in 1887 and
at the age of 8 was employed at ‘bird starving’. The object was to scare the birds
from eating the corn for two weeks before it was ripe for harvest. He was provided
with a hand clapper and walked round the fields continuously from 7 am to 5 pm for
two shillings a week.
JAN WALKER

Pear Tree Pealers
Purton’s own handbell team has been especially busy over the Christmas period.
We have recently been able to send £825 to the Prospect Hospice, which is our
special charity of choice. We raised the money by playing Christmas carols on the
handbells at various venues in and around Purton. For example, we played at
Royal Wootton Bassett late night shopping, at Wyevale Garden Centre, at Purton
Evening WI and at Mary New’s Concerts in Cricklade and Purton.
Our greatest financial success this year came from ringing at the John Lewis at
Home store, where, in three different one-hour slots we collected £400, so we were
extra delighted. Some of our efforts are match funded, so we are pleased when we
can give even more to Prospect.
The team meets twice a month in Purton and plays two and a half octaves of bells.
For further information please contact Libbie Sheppard: 771018

The Merchant’s House
The Merchant’s House is pleased to announce the launch of its 2016 Spring Study
Course, taking place over three Wednesdays (2 March, 16 March and 6 April),
followed by a visit to Dyrham Park on Thursday, 21 April. The course comprises
half days on themed subjects: architecture, art and politics, and we are pleased to
welcome the accredited lecturers Christopher Rogers, David Evans and Michael
Hart to share their knowledge.
Full details of each talk are listed below. Tickets cost £15 each (£12 for
Merchant House Friends). There is a 10% discount if all three days are booked.
The visit to Dyrham costs £15.
To book, readers can visit the Merchant’s House shop or office, during normal
opening hours: The Merchant’s House, 132 High Street, Marlborough.
If you require any further information, or have any queries, please do not
hesitate to contact me, Emma Pritchard, the Events Manager - email me directly on
emmap@merchantshousetrust.co.uk or phone 07971 880695.
New Spring study course ‘Restoration’
10 am - 12.30 pm at the Merchant’s House (including coffee and pastries).
Wed 2 March
‘English Baroque architecture’ with Christopher Rogers
Wed 16 March ‘To go Dutch, or to shadow the Sun King? Contrary directions in
English art after the Restoration’ with David Evans
Wed 6 April
‘The Restoration and Glorious Revolution: Politics and religion in
the age of Charles II, James II and William III’ with Michael Hart
Thurs 21 April
Visit Dyrham Park (guided tour – own transport)
The Merchant’s House, 132 High Street, Marlborough, 01672 511491 or email
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admin@merchantshousetrust.co.uk
In aid of The Merchant’s House Appeal. The Merchant’s House (Marlborough) Trust
Registered Charity No 1010902 www.themerchantshouse.co.uk

Closure of the Good Neighbour Co-ordination Service
It is with regret that I have been asked to forward the following
message to you regarding the Wiltshire Good Neighbour
Service. It has been a very unsettled few months for us all as
we have strived to keep the service going, supporting older
people in Wiltshire
Wiltshire Council is working with area boards to change the way it works with
communities to facilitate local wellbeing. As a result of this the Wiltshire Good
Neighbours service which has operated successfully in parts of Wiltshire since 2010
is to come to an end. Local area boards across Wiltshire will set up local wellbeing
groups that will bring together key individuals and organisations to ensure
communities have the information and opportunities to remain healthy and well.
A Wiltshire Council spokesperson said: “Our local area boards sit right at the
heart of our communities and are ideally placed to provide and coordinate this new
way of working. The new approach will build on the success of existing networks
and links the area boards have. This will ensure local people connect with the
resources and services they need to improve their wellbeing and help them remain
independent within their community.”
“We would also like to acknowledge the work that the Good Neighbour Coordinators and Community First have delivered over the last five years. This work
has contributed significantly to our understanding of the support that vulnerable and
older people across Wiltshire need.”
Lynn Gibson, Community First’s CEO said: “The work of the Good Neighbours
has been well recognised and respected by partners and the people who have
received it. We are therefore disappointed and saddened that this good work will
no longer continue in its current form. However, we are working with the council to
ensure people who need support can receive it and looking at the arrangements
going forward”.
The Good Neighbour Co-ordinator service will close on Thursday 31 March 2016.
At present, the exact arrangements being put in place by each area board have
yet to be finalised and anyone requiring support in the meantime should contact the
Wiltshire Council Adult Care Help Line on 0300 456 0111 or email
customeradvisors@wiltshire.gov.uk
Now for the good news! I have been working with the Area Board and things
are progressing well. At time of going to print, nothing is settled, but I hope that the
replacement service will be available as soon as possible after 1st April and that I
shall be around to continue to support older and vulnerable people in the area.
Details to follow.
ELLEN BLACKER
Good Neighbour Co-ordinator and Older Persons Champion
for Royal Wootton Bassett, Cricklade and the Villages, Tel: 07557 110414
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Purton Tennis Club
Pre summer season practices start in earnest this month with Men’s and Ladies’
nights starting on Monday 14 and Tuesday 15 March respectively. In addition to
these, which will run right the way through until the start of the league on Monday
25 April, some weekend sessions have also been scheduled:
Saturday 12 March at 2.00pm – Ladies
Sunday 13 March at 10.30am – Men
Saturday 19 March at 2.00pm – Men
Sunday 20 March at 10.30am – Ladies
It is hoped that all members hoping to be selected in the teams will attend some of
these practices so that everyone is ready for the season.
The Bingo evening scheduled for mid-March has been re-arranged because of
a clash with the Six Nations rugby! It will now take place on Saturday 2 April and
the club would like to invite you all to join them at the Red House for ‘eyes down’ at
7.30 pm.
NICOLA GARDNER

Purton Cricket Club

purton.play-cricket.com
Preparations for season 2016, the club’s 196th, are well under way with
our overseas player, Xander Pitchers, looking forward to joining us. In
spite of the rain the square and outfield are in a good condition and the
hedging around the surrounds has had a severe ‘haircut’.
Preseason training is well under way at Prior Park School’s sports hall for both
seniors and some juniors.
Ainslie’s fund for the proposed new pavilion is growing rapidly and in August Phil
and Alex Duffell are planning a sponsored bike ride from Moffatt in Scotland,
Ainslie’s birthplace, to Swindon where Ainslie, Phil and Alex made their home.
From the Archives
Obituary notice – George Pargitter Fuller died April 2nd 1927 aged 94 and is buried
at Corsham Court. Born Jan 8th 1833, son of John Bird Fuller. Educated at
Winchester 1848 and Christ Church Oxford. BA and MA 1859. Played in the
Winchester Cricket Eleven and in the University Eleven at Oxford 1854 and 1855.
He played for Purton CC in the 1860s.
JOE GARDNER

Purton Bowls Club
It won’t be long now before the green is open, normally the second week in April,
so we are hoping the weather will allow all the work needed to prepare the green
can be done. Our greenkeepers have a very difficult job to do as the mild weather
has meant that the grass really hasn't stopped growing all winter.
This year we are hoping to increase our membership by promoting the Club as
much as we can. The Village Open Day on 7 May will be our first opportunity. We
will have a Road Show sponsored by Wiltshire and Swindon Sports (WASP) which
will demonstrate all forms of Bowling with a new generation of bowls which can be
used almost on any surface. I think we will all be interested in that.
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Our green will be open for all to have a go, with our coaches and members on
duty to help and advise anybody interested in the game. We have plenty of sets of
bowls in all sizes, and for all ages.
Through the winter a lot of our members play indoor bowls either at Cheney
Manor or Westlecot (Old Town), these facilities are very busy and all the local clubs
use them. There are a myriad of competitions to enter with teams comprising two,
three or four players. Players from different clubs join together to form these teams
and we meet up with them again when the outdoor season starts. This all helps
with the atmosphere at our matches, more often than not with a lot of banter!
I will keep you up to date with what is going on throughout this year.
PETER BERRY

Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 20 May 2016
“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord
injured people rebuild lives”
Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising
money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on
Friday 20 May 2016 whilst raising awareness of
spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s vital
services. You can hold a fish and chip supper in
your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at
your local community centre.
SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations
and donation envelopes. By inviting 8 friends and asking them to donate an
additional £5 means you will raise at least £40 from your supper but we will also
give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.
Just £50 could contribute towards the support from our Peer Support Service for
one hour, in a district general hospital or Major Trauma Centre. In 2016 we want
to make the batter matter and raise £40,000 from everyone holding suppers. Last
year we raised £12,000 from the suppers.
The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer
support to individuals who become paralysed and their families, from the moment
a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives by providing services and
publications which enable and encourage paralysed people to rebuild lives after
spinal cord injury.
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and
there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK alone.
Community Fundraising Manager, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip
Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a great evening with friends and family. We
are also encouraging people who work to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their work
places to raise even more funds. You may be even a local community group
wanting to run a fun evening with your group.
For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on
0845 071 4350 or email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk
or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk
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We Record …
Baptisms at St Mary’s Church:
10 January
Summer Lillie Ockwell
31 January
Brynn William Worthington
7 February
Isabelle Violet Eastman
Funerals at St Mary's Church:
12 January
Betty (Beatrice) Le Maitre (91)
15 January
Kathleen Joan Rawlings (87)
25 January
John Thomas Brookes (87)
Purton Cemetery Interment:
19 February
Laura Mumford (née Bultitude)
In Memoriam:
19 March 1916
Mervyn Stronge Richardson, killed in action aged 21.
Buried at Point 110 New Military Cemetery, Fricourt,
France.
To add your family announcements to this section contact Purton Magazine.
Addresses on page 4. We are happy to include births, marriages, deaths, special
birthdays and anniversaries, exam successes …

Spring News from the Cricklade Band
Our Spring 2016 season has started and the band has set about its new rehearsals
with gusto.
It’s been decided that 2016 will see the band supporting the work to bring a
radiotherapy unit to Great Western Hospital. Under the banner of ‘Brighter Futures’
this facility will mean that patients can be treated closer to home instead of making
the arduous, often weekly, journey to and from Oxford.
Our ‘Christmas Present’ show at the Club at Cricklade was again a complete
sell-out with all the party atmosphere you’d expect. There was quite a celebratory
feel to the Christmas show this year with long-service awards being presented to
our Performance Band and Crew members - three at 10 years, six at 15 years and
seven at 20 years. That’s a magnificent total of 260 years’ loyal service from 16 of
our band ‘family’. In addition, there was also a special presentation to someone
completing 50 years with the band - best to gloss over that though!
The band’s event list for the year is quickly filling up and sees us returning to
Bath, Cheltenham, Chippenham, Cirencester and Swindon bandstands. We’re
also waiting for confirmation of other venues, with Weston-super-Mare, Bristol and
Westonbirt being in the frame. We also have our usual welcome listing of local
community events.
BandAcademy continues apace with our student youngsters and not-soyoungsters taking part in several community events of their own and also joining
the Performance Band in concerts. If you want to learn to play an instrument then
make this your year. Just call into The Club at Cricklade on Monday or Thursday
evenings and say hello.
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If you’re a bit more adept, especially on trombone (a rare breed nowadays) or
keyboards, or saxophone (a new departure), do please come and have a chat.
If playing or learning to play wouldn’t quite suit you, we’re especially looking for
some new recruits to our Crew this year. Have a look at the website
thecrickladeband.co.uk or check out Facebook for all the information you might need.
For your diary:
Sunday 13 March – Mad March Hare night, at the Club at Cricklade, 7.30 pm, with
the Performance Band and a special showcase of their own for BandAcademy watch out for box office details on the posters or drop in to get your tickets at our
Monday or Thursday rehearsals.
Saturday 19 March – Spring Table-Top Sale, again at the Club, 11 am to 1 pm with
setting-up from 10 am. To book your table please call Val on 01793 750516 - and
still just a fiver!

Purton Amateur Dramatic Society Pantomime
P.A.D.S put on their annual Pantomime on the 4th, 5th and 6th of
February. This year’s production was “The Quest for the Golden Key”
by Barbara Page. In all we did four performances, all of which were
very well attended. We would like to thank all the people who turned out to support
us in really rather bad weather particularly on Saturday afternoon and evening. We
would also like to thank the members of P.A.D.S who gave up their time to build
and dismantle sets, man the front of house and the bar. We are always looking for
new members to act or help out back stage so if you would like to be involved in
any way watch these pages for information about our latest projects.
As the Pantomime was written by a member of the society and therefore we do
not have to pay a licence fee we will be making a donation to a local charity when
the accounts are finalised.
We are aiming to put on a play later in the year and we will continue with our
commemoration of World War 1. We will also be doing a number of performances
of a Murder night around the area over the coming year. Plans have already been
made for next year’s Pantomime so watch out for upcoming dates for future

Bradon Forest Music
The Music Department presents its ... Spring Music Concert
Tuesday 22 March at 7 pm.
Tickets: £3 students, £4 adults
Also the ... Summer Music Concert
Tuesday 28 June at 7 pm
Tickets: £3 students, £4 adults
(Tickets sell fast, so be quick!)
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