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From the Editor

The Parliament Act has recently been invoked making fox hunting illegal in three
months. A few national commentators are suggesting that some civil disobedience
might follow. We have received one letter suggesting (amongst other topics) that
“about 90% of this village want fox hunting banned” and we look forward to an
informed and constructive debate on this subject next year.

Our own Parish Council’'s report reminds us how long it takes to produce
planning legislation. Their piece provides an update on the North Wiltshire Local
Plan for 2011, the Wiltshire and Swindon structure plan for 2016 and the South
West Regional Spatial Strategy for 2026 — twenty two years ahead. At this point,
some readers might start musing about how old they will be in 2026 and whether or
not they should contribute to the consultation processes. For those in any doubt,
we are informed that now is already the time for us to give our opinions about the
2011 plan. There are also details for getting more information about the highway
status of land along parts of Hoggs Lane, Witts Lane and The Common.

The bids for the Magazine cover watercolour paintings were coming in thick and
fast at the Purton Artists’ Exhibition as 3.00 o’clock approached on the Sunday. It is
not often that such fervent passions are raised by a fund raising event but the final
total amounted to £721 — a wonderful achievement and a very generous
contribution.

A few copies of the A3 poster showing all 12 cover illustrations in colour can still
be bought from In Touch Services at 115 Pavenhill. Readers might also like to
know that more original illustrations have been arranged for all 12 issues during
2005 and early details are reported.

The memorably named PEST tells us that their aim is to have fun and, if
possible, to raise funds for local good causes. The “E” stands for extreme and that
is also a good description for their fund raising. They have raised over £2,500
(almost £50 each week) for local good causes during the year just from ‘having fun’.
Perhaps they have heard about the Government in Bhutan where one objective is to
increase the Gross National Happiness. However that same Government has also
just made tobacco illegal which may not increase happiness for some of its citizens.

Thankfully it seems that the great majority of readers are happy with this
magazine. This December issue completes the first year of publication by the new
committee. We are pleased to report that our print run is now approaching 1120
copies (sometimes even with 60 or 64 pages) and the list of new advertisers is also
steadily increasing.

It is very satisfying to receive so many positive and supportive comments for our
voluntary efforts. Our thanks for such a productive year go to each and every
reader, contributor and advertiser. We wish you all a happy and healthy Christmas,
followed by a peaceful, yet prosperous New Year.
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10 Reasons for not Washing...

1 Idon't wash because | was made to wash when | was a child.

2 People who wash are hypocrites who reckon they are cleaner than other
people.

There are so many kinds of soap | could never decide which one to use.
| used to wash but it got so boring that | stopped.

| don't really have time to wash.

| still wash on occasions like Christmas and Easter.

None of my friends wash.

Where | have to wash it is never warm enough.

I'm still young, when | am older and dirtier | might start washing then.

10 People who make soap are only after your money.

Why does anyone ‘wash’?
OK so that’s a bit of fun but it does give us something to think about. Why does

anybody today go to church? And have you noticed that that's what people say?
They talk about going to church. You don't often hear people say they are going
to worship.

But that's why we should go to church! We go to church to worship God
because he created us and loves us and longs for us to enjoy life with him. And
we don’t worship on our own. We get together with others because we know we
need each other, we can help each other and learn from each other.

So why not go to church? Why not worship?
Many people might echo the reasons given above. Sometimes it can be boring

but it's also true that you only get out what you put in! Also, we can't always live
on a high. Faith is about the whole of life — the highs and the lows.

Some people really feel they just don’t have the time. How we spend our time
is a hard decision. But we have to decide if God is worth some of our time or not.
Do we just expect the God who we find it difficult to make time for now, to jump to
attention when we are older?

What about those friends? How much influence do they have on our lives?
Would we let them stop us doing anything else we felt was right? And what about
money? Well, most things have costs. The question is are we willing to give
generously to support God’s work?

Christmas is coming
Christmas is just around the corner. There’s food to buy, presents to chose and

wrap, decisions about who to invite or see (or not).... and yet at the heart of this
great festival is the birth of Jesus into our world. Isn’t that a miracle?

So what will we do this Christmas? Will we find the time to come and ‘wash’ ?
And if we do, will we think about ‘washing’ some more? As we spend time and
money on getting ready for our Christmas parties think about this: just how much is
God really worth to us?

O©oo~NOO Uk~ W

Revd JANE HASLAM (01793) 770210
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Historical Society Autumn Course — Visit to Paris

Normally a day trip is associated
with the popular courses arranged
by Paul and Eve Booy, but could
we dare to be more adventurous for
a course on the French Revolution?
Without hesitation members took up
the opportunity to go to Paris for a
weekend, confidently leaving the
travel arrangements to the French
Travel Club’s organiser, Diane
Greenaway.

This inspired trip was a great
success. On Thursday night, 28 October, despite the rain, some 40 people
cheerfully boarded Barnes’s comfortable coach and set off for Portsmouth, for the
night crossing. Not the calmest of trips, but we survived and set off in fine
weather for the first part of the lecture tour, Versailles. Such an overwhelming,
enormous palace might have subdued the ladies of Paris who walked there to
persuade the King to come to Paris. One could only admire their capacity to walk
there and consider the logistics of food and drink! Boldly confronting the palace
staff, they did not quietly creep away but achieved their object. It was far easier
for us, even able to enjoy hot drinks on the coach as we covered the miles, and to
have Paul's commentary en route.

Our Paris hotel was so comfortable and modern that the computer buffs might
have happily stayed in their rooms to play with the electronics around them. The
main intention of this trip was to take the coach following the way of the tumbrels
but it was also a great opportunity to make new friends and develop
acquaintanceships.

Next day to Paris, where the Arc de Triomphe did not prove a great traffic
problem as it was a Saturday. We had anticipated a crunching of cars on the
roundabout, on which (odd to us) one always gives way to the traffic feeding in.
We were, however, to encounter problems with parking, because the police were
much in evidence and would not let visitors be dropped outside the museums, so
we had to exercise ourselves!

We visited the Museum of Paris, a history storehouse, and wished we could
have stayed longer, there was so much of interest to see. But we had three other
visits to make.

The next was the Conciérgerie, most impressive of all. The great vaulted hall
and the miserably small cells, were unforgettable. During the Terror, penniless
prisoners slept on the ground while the rich paid for an individual cell and better
food. Lifelike dummy figures in the cells made it seem so close. The Women'’s
Courtyard, with its pathetic patch of grass and a chill pool was particularly
touching. The guillotine blade hung almost negligently on a wall, comfortably
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neck-size... it was all horribly real. The grim atmosphere has been properly
maintained and the warm world outside seems far away.

After that experience it seemed almost indecent to have a good lunch... but
we did!

Then we visited a place where hundreds of bodies had once been thrown —
presumably they had to go somewhere! Years afterwards, they were dug up and
where possible identified and placed more appropriately. Now it is a peaceful
place of respect, with a sepulchre and quiet gardens and it was comforting to feel
that civilized life had returned after the horrors of the Terror.

Back to the city centre of town, and a walk from Place de la Concorde through
the Tuileries gardens to the Louvre to see two huge paintings by David. Eve
guided us and Paul gave the commentary and there was a bonus — we walked
back through the Tuileries on a gloriously golden autumn afternoon.

Sunday morning we spent at a large street market in Versailles. People of all
nations were buying their breakfast baguettes and scrumptious pastries and
drinking hot coffee/chocolate. Reluctantly we tore ourselves away and took the
quiet ride to the coast and... a wine store! Perhaps not officially part of the
tumbrel trip, but we certainly finished our time in France in great humour.

A calm voyage home by P&O, through customs and passport control without
problems, and an uneventful drive back in the dark to Wiltshire.

Superb weekend — marvellous — fabulous — these were the comments | heard
at the following meeting in Purton. There was unstinting praise for Eve for
arranging the museum visits and her general care and helpfulness; for Diane and
her driver Paul and their travel arrangements with such attention to detail and,
most of all, for Paul Booy who must have worked long and hard on the
commentary and who brought the Revolution to life so well.

Like Oliver Twist we demand more, more... It was suggested we might study
the Russian Revolution (and Moscow) next. Please?

CONSTANCE REED

Swindon & Cricklade :

present for children

Rallway from Santa’s Grotto.
Cost £5.50 for
ﬁﬁye'l'mAbisECIALS children and £3.50 for
Sun 28th ' adults, and £16 for a
December: family of 2 adults and 2

Sat & Sun 4th & 5th children. _
Sat & Sun 11th & 12th Shop & cafeteria on

) site plus free parking.
Sat & Sun 18th & 19th To find us take the Cricklade Road

All trains from 11am to 4pm — also from  from Purton and approx 1 mile from the

6pm to 8pm on Saturday 11th end of Purton turn right at the T-junction
December following the brown railway signs.
Steam Train rides including a Enquiries 01793 750335 or 771615
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Purton Museum - Exhibit Of The Month
An Ammonite

At the October meeting of the Historical Society,
Dr Neville Hollingworth gave an interesting talk on
Jurassic Cirencester. He discussed the marine life
of the seas that were this area at that time and the
fossils that had been found. Those seas teemed
with life and one of the most common animals was
a large mollusc called an ammonite. They were of
the family cephalopoda and related to such creatures as the squid, octopus and
nautilus. They have a coiled shell which is easily preserved as a fossil.

In the museum, we have an ammonite fossil which was donated in 1989 and is
believed to have come from the clays at the old Purton Brickworks site. Itis 24 cm
(9%2") in diameter and, because it is fossilized into stone, weighs 3.2 kg (7Ib). Of
course when it was alive the shell would have been hollow and the home of the
living creature itself which floated around the seas since much of the shell was a
flotation chamber.

Ammonites lived from the beginning of the Jurassic period up until the end of
the Cretaceous — a period of about 140 million years. Having been so successful
it is a mystery why they suddenly became extinct while their closest relative, the
nautilus, continues to live. Nautilus, and presumably ammonites, have a larval
stage. Nautilus larvae, however, remain fairly deep, and this may be why they
survived the massive extinction event 65 million years ago at the end of the
Cretaceous. It is possible that ammonite larvae lived on the surface and died
together with 70% of all species at that time, including the dinosaurs. Exactly
what happened isn’t known.

Purton Museum is above the Public Library at 1 High Street and is also open during
Library hours, that is: Tues 2-5 and 6-8 pm; Wed 10-1 and 2-5; Fri 2-5 and 6-8. You
can visit us anytime at jyww.purtonmuseum.com with Museum and Purton Historical
Society news, events and information on the collection as well as the Exhibit of the
Month.

RICK DIXON, Outreach Officer

PS: It is not true that the Ammonites are extinct because they were defeated by
Joshua together with the Jebusites.

DISCLAIMER

Contributions to Purton Magazine are always welcome for consideration on the understanding
that the contributor's name and address are supplied (but may be withheld from publication on
request) and that all related copyright issues have been cleared for publication in this magazine —
especially with those recognisable in any photographs. It follows that opinions expressed in the
magazine are solely those of the respective contributors.

Advertisements are accepted in good faith and their inclusion does not imply the magazine's
endorsement of the product or service.
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Kids and Ladies Football Coaching live and kicking in Purton

On Saturday 14th August Gary Norman and myself started coaching sessions for
both boys and girls ranging from 5 to 7 years of age. On that morning at The Red
House pitch we had 6 attendees, 13 weeks later that number has steadily risen to
the point where we now have regularly between 25 and 30 kids. The sessions are
firmly fixed on having fun, learning soccer skills, teamwork and exercise away
from computer games and Saturday morning TV.

Now that Winter is fast approaching we have moved indoors to The Bradon
Forest Gym, where we have had to split the ages due to numbers, so if you have
a boy or girl who may wish to come along the times are 9.30am to 10.30am for
the older kids, and 10.45am to 11.45am for the younger ones. The first session is
free, and the cost per week thereafter is £2.50 which goes towards hiring the
gym, footballs, cones, bibs, first aid etc.

Saturday 6th November saw Gary take the first ladies session, also at the
Bradon Forest gym, from 12noon to 1pm. Although not present myself |
understand the brave 8 participants thoroughly enjoyed it (almost as much as
visiting The Angel afterwards to recover!!)

So if you would like further information on any of the above please contact
Gary Norman on 07919 000435 or me on 07843 214619.

RICHARD GRIFFIN

.ﬁf""&m Forest Schoc! Wmu@ f"% &

7-10th December s 7.30pm- In The Drama Hall
Gﬁﬁ&»&: Zog 00 Goncossions: E3-°

it Gon T Coelund O T L, Fram T Drema Dipt. O Fone Ty Offcn O forsny
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Green Tips — Bonfires P

Some weeks ago | received a phone call from a Purton resident &-_.m_..g......._.
asking for an article to be written about the miseries of neighbours’ .
bonfires. At the time | had to admit that | am one of those people , S

who liked to have a bonfire and | am sure my garden flourishes -
because of the ash and compost | add to it. | have hundreds of snails

and slugs yet they don’t decimate my garden, possibly because of the type of plants
and the ash-enhanced soil.

There are no bye-laws about bonfires, whether banning them or restricting them to
certain times. However the law says that you must not create smoke or fumes from
your home which are likely to be a risk to health or a nuisance. To be considered a
nuisance, bonfires would have to be a regular problem. It is however, an offence to
cause black smoke from a bonfire at anytime.

If you live in a high density area in the village, consider your neighbours and avoid
lighting your bonfires on a regular basis, or when the wind is in the direction of
neighbouring homes, or when it is hot with no wind to blow away offending smoke.
Only burn garden waste, paper and wood and safe combustible material.

Here are some basic guidelines that you might find useful:

Decide whether the fire is really necessary

Don’t burn rubber tyres, anything containing paint, plastic or foam

Never use diesel or petrol to light the fire

Site the bonfire away from neighbours homes

Burn on a dry day - remember smoke hangs in the air on damp days and in the
evening

Try to ensure that the wind is not blowing directly at a neighbour’s home
Check that no wildlife are hibernating

Check that no washing is out on the line

Light preferably after 6:00pm

Ensure that the fire cannot get out of hand, remain with the bonfire and check it
regularly

@ Avoid burning at weekends and when neighbours are in their gardens

If you find your neighbour’s bonfire is a problem, speak with them and be prepared to
give and take. Perhaps let them know when you are not at home and would not mind
a fire being lit. You cannot take the law into your own hands and put the hose onto
someone else’s bonfire.

Environmental Officers will only take action if the bonfire is a nuisance, i.e. being lit
several times a week and constantly smoking out neighbours over long periods of
time.

The environmental impact of bonfires pales into insignificance when you consider
the pollution caused by the family car, plane travel and emissions from industry —
however it is all a question of balance and trying to get on with our neighbours and
other villagers.

QYN v anN

Complied by Jacqui Lay from Ps & Qs
Contact: Jane Smith or Jacqui Lay

or via our web site: lyww.purtoninfo.org.ui

Page 10


http://www.purtoninfo.org.uk

Seniors at the Ghost Train

Do you remember the “good old days”, do you like a sing song or a knees up?
Mark and Jane at the Ghost Train, New Road, Purton invite all seniors to join
them for an evening of music and fun on Friday 17 December from 8pm. This is
your chance to try karaoke, join in some communal singing and generally have a
jolly good time. There is no charge for this event and you can be assured of a
great welcome. If you have any queries, or would like a hand with transport,
telephone Mark or Jane.

Women'’s Institute

Dennis Price was our speaker at the October meeting: no, not THE
Dennis Price, bounder, cad and villain of the 50’s and 60’s films, but
a very nice gentleman who gave us a talk and slide show about
Peru. What a wonderful tour it turned out to be. The sights and life
of Peru were brought graphically to life with the slides. Such majestic scenery
and wonderful views at Machu Pichu, which is gradually being restored.

We learnt that property whose doors, balconies and windows were painted
blue denoted that an artisan lived within. We were taken up to 14,172 feet to the
highest railway station in the world at La Raya then on to Lake Titicaca with shots
of Peruvian people with their colourful clothing, their traditional crafts and the
animals for which they care. Best of all was a shot of a little tot cuddling a furry
bundle, obviously a young animal of some kind. The evening was rounded off
with a Name That Place quiz. 20 questions to which four members got 19
correct. It obviously was not difficult enough!

Now we look forward to our December joint Christmas and Birthday party held
in the Silver Threads Hall at 7pm on the 15th. We will have good food and
entertainment bringing the year to a close.

At this point | realise | shall have to wish everyone a Happy and Peaceful
Christmas as the next copy will not appear until after it is all over. Ladies,
remember, you can be sure of a warm welcome at the Women'’s Institute so think
of the dark days of January and come along and give your spirits a lift in Purton
Village Hall, the third Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm.

VERONICA GARSIDE

St. Mary's Church was floodlit on
November 13th

in memory of Sarah Rosemary Tucker,
who fell asleep a year ago.
Dearly loved and sadly missed Wife, Mum, Nan and Great Nan.

Page 11



The Church will be floodlit in memory of Elsie Goodings, on
December 19th,
which would have been her birthday.
Pete Goodings.

Mattford Dairy

Did the longer school break in October catch a lot of people out? Judging by the
numerous customers who didn’t cancel milk until the day on which they were lucky
enough to be going away, we guess it did. This meant our ordering was made
difficult. However the next holiday, Christmas, shouldn’t catch anyone unawares
and, hopefully, Christmas orders will be given to us soon after we leave the order
forms for you.

Thinking of Christmas, diaries are still available but gift packs and address books
may well be sold out when you receive this magazine. If any of you missed out on
the Quick & Easy cookbook last year, they can still be obtained containing good,
simple everyday recipes. They make ideal presents.

Once again, if you haven't received a calendar before the end of December,
please ask for one as, with the changeable weather, we cannot guarantee delivery
all on the one day and, occasionally, some customers get missed.

Thank you for your continued support and we wish you all a very happy
Christmas.

TONY & SUSAN MATTHEWS

Purton Tae Kwon Do Club

Miss Victoria Orchard, Instructor, would like to take this opportunity to
wish all of her students a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
“It has been a wonderful year watching all of my students work so
hard and achieve their goals by passing their respective Belt
Promotions and Gradings. | wish them all every success in the
challenges that lie ahead in 2005.”

WISHING YOU ALL A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR !!!!
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Purton And District Age Concern AG

Could I apologise to the family and friends of the late Jim

Fraser for not thanking them for money in lieu of flowers

being shared between us and the Helping Hand. It was a /
very nice thought and greatly appreciated, as was the

Church collection at the funeral of the late Betty Beasant, which came to Age
Concern. | am sorry it was not mentioned in last month’s magazine, but | did not
know then of these people’s kind wishes. Thank you.

Staying on a sad note, the Cenotaph working party were all very sorry to hear
of the death of Les Smith. We were very sad because Les was one of that group
that looked after the Cenotaph for a good number of years, with the likes of Albert
Clifford, Frank Glass etc. | think they took over from the Toc H — Jim Bunce, Fred
Miles, David Pope etc., who had previously looked after the Cenotaph with tender
loving care. We all feel it is such an honour to follow in such fine gentlemen’s
footsteps. [See page 21, Ed.]

Les lived in College Road for a good number of years. | remember his father
Jim Smith, who only had one arm, but was very talented. He used to do that
lovely sign writing on the carriages when the GWR was in its heyday. Les also
worked in the GWR works and, later, British Rail. Like many more Purton people,
Les was a body maker and worked in 4 Shop, finishing up as superintendent, but
that didn’t make any difference to Les. He still liked his pint, a game of darts or
cards, a little flutter on the horses and, of course, his pipe. Apart from telling a
good story, Les could certainly play a good tune on the piano. He was a likeable
person, always a pleasure to meet. He was a keen member of the Purton Branch
of the Royal British Legion Flower Show, which is still running today. Thank you
Les for all the pleasure you gave to so many.

The programme of fitting second smoke alarms for the elderly who felt they
needed them is going well. This work is being carried out by the fire prevention
officers, for which we thank them. It is a very important exercise.

We are arranging a concert for March 10th — more details later — but | would
like to thank St. Mary’s for allowing us to host it in the Church. We feel it is such a
lovely venue.

We are quite busy at the beginning of December — the first event is our
Christmas party at the Village Hall. By the time you are reading this, we should
have all your names in and we are looking forward to sharing the evening with you
for a Christmas tea followed by entertainment by our friends, the Cricklade Band.
We shall be putting up the Christmas tree outside the Institute again this year and
| would like to thank the Trustees for allowing us to do this, also Mr and Mrs Orr-
Ewing for funding it. Following on from this we will have our usual carols under
the tree on Christmas Eve at 7.00pm. It lasts about an hour, with a break in the
middle for hot punch and mince pies and, as usual, Mr and Mrs New, along with
their friends, will accompany the carols.

We shall be holding the draw for our Christmas raffle in the Angel on Saturday

continued overleaf
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evening, 11th December — thanks here to Tommy and Cathy, the hosts, and to all
the kind people who have given us prizes, and on the same day, in the morning,
we are holding our Market Stall at the Pavenhill shops from 9.30am. to 12noon.
There will be all sorts of things for sale, Christmas fare, cakes etc., and, of course,
our draw tickets will be on sale. Anything for this stall would be most welcome,
especially cakes.

Something else to look forward to is a coffee morning at the home of our
treasurer. This is always an enjoyable occasion, with sometimes a little
something more than coffee. The date is 20th December 10.00am. to 12noon,
just opposite the Methodist Church, and the hosts are Dave and Bernice Seviour.

Did you visit the artists’ exhibition? — if you didn’t, you missed a treat. The
talent that was there was brilliant. It seems to get better every year, so
congratulations to all concerned and thank you for allowing us to share your
expertise.

Could I just thank Dr. John Belt, Bertie Hicks and Peter Smith for replacing the
boundary stone which is in memory of my mum and dad in Bagbury Lane. It had
fallen over because the ground was very soft on that side of the road, so they re-
sited it to the other side where there is more room and the ground is firmer.
Thank you gentlemen, you are very kind.

We finish with more good news in congratulating Gordon and Sheila Kirk on
their Golden Wedding celebrations. Gordon, as you know, is one of our loyal
band of minibus drivers and is often assisted by Sheila. They are a couple who
do so much quietly in our village, without any fuss, but are so reliable. | have
often said what good neighbours we have around us and Sheila and Gordon are
included in that remark — they are excellent. Our good wishes go to them for
future health and happiness and we thank them for all the kindnesses they have
shown.

Finally, a very happy and peaceful Christmas to you all, especially the
magazine personnel for doing such an excellent job during their first year.

TONY PRICE

The Church was floodlit on October 16th on the anniversary

—JIE‘?‘ ' of the day that Diana Davies died.
w Also in memory of her Mum and Dad, Joce and Bill Burchell.

Remembered with love by Brian Davies and his family.

The Church was floodlit on November 2nd
in memory of Carol Brown,
and also on October 31st in celebration of her birthday.
Love Ray, Katie and Sarah.
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The Purton Branch of Toc H C T Y

It was with nostalgia that | read about the Purton Toc H banner in
the October issue, as | became a member of the Branch when | TOCH
moved from Weymouth to Purton in 1967. The spirit of Purton Branch lives on in
a Branch which meets in Wroughton and
of which | am Secretary.

When | joined it, the members of the
Purton Branch were Fred Miles, Ron
Gunter, Archie Canter and Jim Bunce of
Purton, with Bert Walters from Lydiard
Millicent and later Jack Steer from
Cricklade. Bill Cottrell was no longer
with the Branch at that time as he had
moved house but had left his mark with
items of woodwork which he had made
for the Branch Room, and had presented
the banner to the Branch in 1953 for
which he received congratulations ‘for an
excellent job’ in the minutes of that time.

As far as | can gather from minutes,
the first meeting of members was held in the Purton Institute in the April of 1935
and they were presented with a ‘rushlight’ in the October of that year to signify
their recognition as a Toc H Group. There is no mention of them receiving a Toc
H Lamp as a fully-fledged Branch of Toc H until they regrouped after the war
although they were discussing applying for Branch status in 1938.

There are no further records until October 1952 when they met again at 3
Chapel Street (now Hoggs Lane) with Bill Cottrell active from then on. They were
again presented with a Rushlight in December and became a recognised Branch
with the presentation of their Lamp at a dedication service on February 1954.

One of the main projects of the Branch when | joined was the care of the
Purton War Memorial garden, very much the concern of Fred Miles who at this
time was the leading figure in the Branch, and members spent an hour at the
Memorial before attending the weekly Monday evening meetings which were now
held in the Priest’s Room over the porch of St. Mary’s Church. The Branch also
became involved with the Jubilee Gardens Project, purchasing tools for a
workshop which that charity was setting up.

Later other Branches, in the Swindon District of Toc H, were encouraged to
join Purton in supporting a national project for Music for Living at Bentham House
with young volunteers from round the country (and one from Belgium) working for
a week at the house. The Branch also became involved with Burton Hill House,
the Shaftesbury School in Malmesbury and Bert Walters built us a coconut shy
which was taken to their annual fete. This became the main project, with the shy
being used to raise funds for many fetes in and around Swindon.

L to R: Archie Canter, Fred Miles
(background), Bert Walters and Jim
Bunce tend the Cenotaph

DAVID POPE
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Father Christmas Comes to Visit

There will be two visits from Father Christmas to children in the area in December.
On Thursday December 16th, he will visit the Sun Inn at Lydiard Millicent from
6pm, and on Thursday December 23rd the Ghost Train in Purton from 5pm. On
both occasions he will have sweeties for the children and there will also be a raffle
and Christmas sing-along. Look out for the snow and listen for the reindeer bells!
Any monies raised will go towards the work of Purton Helping Hand. For more
details contact Lynda Warren.

Mr John Scott

John Scott was 90 on 13th November. He lived at 25 Broadway, Swindon until
last May but is now at Bluebells Residential Home.

We are an old Purtonian farming family and we three sisters were christened
at Purton Church from 1941 and lived in Purton until 1951. Our mother, Mabel,
always came back to Purton to the W.I. We were all in Purton last November for
Marjorie Lloyd’s funeral; she was my godmother and John’s sister.

Dad wrote a book called Reflections about his life, which my sister published.
Lots of copies went to Purton and it is in all the local libraries.

Dad would love to hear from any of his friends by letter, in large print please,
as he is partially blind and partially deaf.

ROSALIE SIMPSON (nee Scott), Wokingham
VALERIE MASSON (nee Scott), Chesterfield
HILARIE HILL (nee Scott), Hythe, Kent

Silly Signs
In a chiropodist’s waiting room: “Time wounds all heels.”
On a plumber’s van: “We repair what your husband fixed.”
On another plumber’s van: “Don'’t sleep with a drip. Call your plumber.”

On a Maternity Room door: “Push. Push. Push.”

At an optician’s: “If you don’t see what you’re looking for, you've come to
the right place.”

In a taxidermist’'s window: “We really know our stuff.”
On a garden gate: “Salesmen welcome! Dog food is expensive.”

At a secondhand car dealer’s: “The best way to get back on your feet - miss
a car payment.”

In a vet's waiting room: “Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!”
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Purton Historical Society

Our first foray abroad (to Paris) was a great success. Even the sun
shone brightly on us. Walking down the Tuileries on a beautiful
autumn evening, seeing the people relaxing in the park was
delightful. How does the Society seem to organise the weather so
well. We understand it was raining in Purton.

Christmas Social: Our Social is on Friday December 3rd at 7.30pm at St Mary’s
Upper School Hall. The cost is £6.50. There will be entertainment by
Quadurosaxi (four saxophones), a quiz, a glass of wine, buffet and lucky ticket
draw. If you haven't got your ticket already, it's not too late contact a member of
the committee or me.

Meeting: January’s meeting is on the 20th when Dennis Cartwright will be talking
on American Railroads.

Cricklade Historical Society: On Saturday 11th December they are holding their
Christmas draw to help pay for the upkeep of their museum. The draw takes place
at the Museum at 3.00 p.m. so arrive there before that time to buy your tickets.
Also an ideal time to visit their museum with plenty of informed people to guide
you.

Subscriptions are due in January and have been kept at £6.00.
EVE BOOQY, Secretary

Useful Purton Numbers

Doctors Purton Surgery 770207
Dental Surgery Philip Cooke 771022
Library Librarians 770870
Mobile Library Sarah Reed 01249 650536
Police Cricklade Police Station 750207
Post Office Susan Budd 770346
Purton Age Concern Tony Price 770696

Minibus John Blackwell 771138
Purton Helping Hand Pauline Ward 770251
Purton Parish Council Shirley Bevington 771066
Veterinary Surgery Purton Animal Surgery 771869
Schools and Play Groups
Playclose Playgroup Dawn Phillips 778141

or 07759 583566

Purton Under 5's Community Playgroup Fionna Griffiths 771723
St Mary’s Primary Secretary 770239
Bradon Forest Comprehensive Secretary 770570
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PURTON PLACARD

Groups are invited to submit to the Editor details of forthcoming events in, for and
on behalf of our community.

St Mary’s Church Social Events

A programme of Christmas music

with Cantores Choir
at St Mary’s Church, Purton
on Friday 10 December
at 7.45pm
Admission £6.50

- -,
P

~#° Purton Baby and Toddler

~,

/ Group kY

Christmas Party

Thursday 16th December
from 9.30am
Purton Village Hall

Bouncy Castle, Fun, Games and
Refreshments Included!

Admission £1.00 per child
v All pre school age children welcome

3 . 4
\,\ accompanied by an adult o
"Ny "

Thursday 2nd December
Christmas Fayre

at St Mary's Upper School Hall
from 5pm to 7pm

Santa’s Grotto - Face Painting
Raffle - Tombola

Many stalls and games
for all the family

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I

1

!

. All babies and toddlers must be /f

IAL A RIDE

fere youl umabis to use public ansport dua toa
parmarant of tangarary imparment or disabilitg?

Thin servica opsraben door ko door uming +obicken which
o fullly oconzkbio and can carmy whenlchair usars b
comitr t and nataly.

Fares are comparnbie ks locnl bas rates and Swindon
conoceesionary irmesl wouchors or Netional iravel iokenn

o e imed
PURTON and LYDIARD
Please support YOUR service!
T rorgpiontunr car Tiiarmseniruigs et & [isda & Cormps iy Trmtiggun
e | e e Y,
Frasifindrast “a 01793 616050

Provgp——

Purten Friends of Guiding

Coffee & Carols Evening
6 30 pm Fridoy 10 December
Silver Threads Hall
Entertanment | refreshments, raffle,
coke stall and sarel singing
Adult admizzion £1 includes o drink
and a mince pie,
accompanied children frea
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Purton Age Concern
coffee morning

Monday 20th December
10.00am to 12noon

at the home of
Dave and Bernice Seviour

Coffee, mince pies, bargains
and good company
Come and join us!

Christmas Bazaar

From 2pm on Sunday 5th December
At Purton Village Hall

Are you crazy about card-making?
Do you revel in rubberstamping?
Are you sentimental about scrap booking?

Do you love crafts but never seem to
have the time to enjoy them because of
constant interruptions at home?

If the answer is yes to any of the above,
why not join us at our CRAFT-IN at the
Silver Threads Hall.

We hope to meet once or twice a month,
so if you want to meet new friends,
and chat with others
who share your interests
please call Charlotte
or Moira for more details.

Lucky Dip

Cake Stall
Come and see  Face Painting

Cake Father
Decorating R
Christmas runa cames

crafts in his magical

Grotto. Bric-a-brac
Christmas

Hampers & Teas, Coffee &
Tombolas refreshments

Purton Under 5's Community Flaygroup 2004

Swindon Choral Society

Purton Age Concern
Christmas Market Stall

Saturday 11th December
at Pavenhill shops
9.30 am to 12 noon

Come along and find a bargain,
buy a home made cake
and see Father Christmas

The Society will be performing their Christmas Concert to include Fantasia on
Christmas Carols by Vaughan Williams, traditional carols and a selection of lesser
known carols, conducted by Robin Nelson. This will be on Saturday 18th
December at St Marks Church, Church Place, Swindon commencing at 7.30pm.
Tickets cost: £7.00 with concessions £5.00, accompanied children under 15
years free, and are available from the Arts Centre on 01793 614837, from any

Choir member.

Further information can be found on jwww.swindonchoral.coni — the Society’s

website.
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Purton Diary Page — December 2004

December
1 W 10.00am to 12.00noon: Coffee and Chat at Silver Threads Hall
10.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s
11.00am Prayer group at St Mary’s
2.30pm  Pram service at Playclose Methodist Church
7.30pm  RAOB Excelsior Lodge at The Ghost Train
3 F 9.30am  Age Concern Concessionary coach to Swindon
7.30pm  Historical Society Christmas Social at St Mary's School Upper
Hall
4 Sa 5.00pm to 8.30pm: Age Concern Christmas party at the Village Hall for
the able elderly
5 Su 8.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s
10.30am Service at Playclose Methodist Church
10.30am All age service at St Mary's
6.00pm  Evensong at St Mary's
6.30pm  Quiet Reflective Service at Playclose Methodist Church
7 Tu 2.00pm Silver Threads Club: Mr Davies with films
7.30pm  Age Concern Committee meeting at Silver Threads Hall
8 W 10.00am to 12.00noon: Coffee and Chat at Silver Threads Hall
2.30pm  Pram service at Play Close Chapel
2.30pm  Methodist Women's Fellowship Christmas celebration at Hooks
Hill
7.30pm  RAOB Excelsior Lodge at The Ghost Train
9 Th 7.30pm  Helping Hand Christmas Whist Drive at Silver Threads Hall
10 F 7.30pm  Cantores concert at St Mary’s Church
11 Sa 9.30am to 12.00noon: Age Concern market stall at Pavenhill shops
evening Age Concern Christmas raffle drawn in the Angel
12 Su 8.00am  Holy Communion at St Mary’s
10.30am Service at Playclose Methodist Church.
10.30am Parish Communion at St Mary's
4.00pm  Christingle at St Mary's
6.00pm  Evensong at St Mary's
13 M 7.45pm  St. Mary's Fellowship of Women at Methodist Church Hall:
(Guest: Revd Jane Haslam)
14 Tu 11.00am Songs of Praise at Ashgrove House
7.30pm  Purton Yacht Club - tel 770359 for venue
15 W  10.00am to 12.00noon: Coffee and Chat at Silver Threads Hall
11.00am Prayer group at St Mary's
2.15pm  Pram service at St Mary's
2.15pm  Mothers Union at Playclose Chapel: Nine Lessons & Carols
7.00pm  W.I. joint Christmas and Birthday Party, Silver Threads Hall
7.30pm  Bradon Forest Carol Concert at St Mary's
7.30pm  RAOB Excelsior Lodge at The Ghost Train
16 Th 10.30am Songs of Praise at the Cedars
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3.00pm  Holy Communion at Quarrydene
6.00pm  Father Christmas at the Sun Inn at Lydiard Millicent
7.30pm  Helping Hand Christmas Bingo at Silver Threads Hall
17 F 1.45pm St Mary’s School Nativity at St Mary's Church
18 Sa 6.00pm  Coffee and Carols at the Vicarage
7.30pm  Swindon Choral Society Christmas Concert at St Mark’s Church,
Swindon.
19 Su 8.00am  Holy Communion at St Mary's
10.30am Holy Communion at Playclose Methodist Church
10.30am Parish Communion at St Mary's
3.30pm  Carols at White Lodge
6.00pm  Evensong at St Mary's
20 M  10.00am to 12.00noon: Age Concern Christmas coffee morning at
18 Church Path
21 Tu 2.00pm  Holy Communion at Ashgrove
6.30pm  Holy Communion at the Cedars
7.45pm  Royal British Legion at The Red House
22 W 10.00am to 12.00noon: Coffee and Chat at Silver Threads Hall
11.00am Prayer Group at St Mary's
7.30pm  RAOB Excelsior Lodge at The Ghost Train
23 Th  6.00pm  Father Christmas at the Ghost Train
24 F Christmas Eve
4.00pm  Carol Service at St Mary's
7.00pm  Age Concern Carol singing, with hot punch and mince pies under
the Christmas tree at the Institute
11.30pm Midnight Mass at St Mary’'s
25 Sa Christmas Day
8.00am  Holy Communion at St Mary’s
10.30am Family Communion at St Mary’s
10.30am Christmas Day Service at Playclose Methodist Church
26 Su 8.00am  Holy Communion at St Mary’s
10.30am Parish Communion at St Mary's, no Service at Playclose
Methodist Church.
6.00pm  Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at St Mary’s
29 W  10.00am to12.00noon: Coffee and Chat at Silver Threads Hall
7.30pm  RAOB Excelsior Lodge at The Ghost Train
January
2 Su 10.30am United Covenant Service at Playclose Methodist Church. No
Service at St Mary’s
8 Sa 2.00pm Jumble Sale at the Village Hall (Guide Dogs)

If your Club or Organization’s Events are not included, let us know:
Purton Magazine c/o In Touch Services, 115 Pavenhill

or email mail@intouchpurton.co.ul
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Christmas Services & Events at St Mary's

Sunday 12 December Christmas Day
4.00pm — Christingle Service 8.00am — Holy Communion
(in aid of the Children’s Society) 10.30am - Family Communion
N
Saturday 18 December —
6.00pm — Coffee and Carols at the
Vicarage Sunday 26 December
. 8.00am — Holy Communion
Christmas Eve 10.30am — Parish Communion
4.00pm — Carol Service 6.00pm — Festival of
11.30pm — Midnight Mass Nine Lessons and Carols

Purton Helping Hand Christmas Vouchers

If you think you are entitled to a Voucher, please contact Helping Hand after 12
December.

To qualify:

Married couple: husband 65 or over
Single Lonely 60 or over
Severely Handicapped any age

Widow any age

A very Happy Christmas from us to all of you who have helped and supported us

throughout the year and for donations in memory of loved ones. Also to the

Committee of the Purton Magazine for a good job and success for the New Year.
PURTON HELPING HAND

December 25th, 26th 27th
St. Mary’s Church will be floodlit for three days
over the Christmas weekend,
in remembrance of Mother and Father, Mabel and Percy Painter.

Remembered by Marjorie Sansum and her daughters.

St. Mary’s will be floodlit on
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve
in loving memory of Amanda Edwards who died in April.
Mum, Dad, Anek, Gary, Ann, Steve and Ashley.
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Purton Bowils Club

At our AGM on Friday 29th October, our new President and
Committee were elected. Barbara Woolford will be the first lady
to have held the position of President — she has been a loyal and
long-serving member of our club, has been an active committee
member and fund-raiser over the years and we wish her a happy time during her
spell in office.

Brian Tallboy takes over as Club Captain with Bill Robinson as Vice-Captain.
The men elected Colin Baker as Captain with Eric Matthews Vice-Captain. The
ladies’ Captain this year will be Deanna Gingel with Pat Stephenson Vice-
Captain. We wish them all good luck in carrying out their duties.

SID WALKER

Purton Tenniy Club

It is disappointing to have to report that the Club has
recently been the target of some pretty mindless vandalism. As a result we had
to take immediate action to ensure that the courts remain locked when no play is
taking place. Some junior players then found that they could not gain immediate
access to the courts. This was frustrating for them and unsatisfactory for us.
However we now have additional keys which any junior player can have providing
parents or guardians accept responsibility for them. We hope that juniors will
continue to play during the winter and they should contact Steve Prior for key
availability.

At the AGM last month Shane Horsell decided to step down as Chairman of
the Club after maintaining a steady hand at the helm over recent years. Malcolm
Gayfer has taken over as Chairman and we are delighted that Shane will continue
to give the Committee the benefit of his wisdom and experience in the role of
Vice-Chairman. It isn't always easy to make decisions that will move a club
forward and be of maximum benefit to members. At the AGM the membership
voted to adopt a squad system next year for all teams with the proviso that the
Selection Committee can decide not to implement this if they think it is in the best
interests of a particular team. We very much hope that this will give greater
stability to our teams and help them to maintain the excellent standard of play
which the club has enjoyed in recent years.

In the meanwhile play continues but, with the shorter days and no floodlighting
to aid us, we dodge the showers and occasionally take comfort in the certain
condition of the indoor courts. Social tennis is more or less confined to Sunday
mornings but there is a welcome there for anyone wishing a game — so do join us
and help to make this a regular date through the winter season. Any queries
please get in touch with me.

CAROLINE McLEAN
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Purton Guide Dog Appeal

Our Jumble Sale in October made £143.49 despite it being a very

wet and unpleasant day. Four collecting boxes have been emptied -
Paradise Pets at Cheney Manor held £33.33, Lorraine & James

Hall's £11.20, the Punnet’'s £6.68 and Rene Redford’s £6.05. We

are most grateful to these people for continually adding to our funds. | sold a few
items at work amounting to £7.50 and we made £9.79 at the recent Table Top
Sale. The Wellbeing firm who held a day at the Village Hall on 24th October
kindly gave us a £10 donation from their refreshments. Finally, we have been
given a very nice donation of £65 by Richard Walker from the sale of surplus
frames at the Artists’ Exhibition - many thanks indeed. These amounts bring our
current total to £1451.19.

We shall be selling our stock of cards etc. throughout December so please ask
Sue or me if required. May | take this opportunity to thank you all for your support
during the past year and to wish you a Joyous and Peaceful Christmas.

VAL DAVIES, GDBA Support Group

Purton Rainbows, Brownies & Guides

Rainbows have continued with their colours of the rainbow theme
meetings. For green they planted green cress “hair” in egg-shell
people and tasted grapes; for blue they made a “porthole” picture with
blue sea; for indigo and violet they made a surprise present ready for Christmas
and drank blackcurrant juice. The newest Rainbows: Libby, Amy, Yasmin and
Emily also made their Promise during the last month.

The two Brownie units between them have welcomed six new members this
month who are now busy learning all about Brownies in preparation for their
promise celebrations.

1st Purton Brownies have been working on their Crime Prevention badge. One
evening they were pleased to welcome PC Harvey from Cricklade, who gave a talk
on crime prevention. They have also acted out plays about how to keep
themselves safe and have postcode-marked items from home with an ultra-violet
pen.

Guides have been packing shoe boxes for the Operation Christmas Child
scheme and planning their Christmas party (great events take a lot of advance
preparation!)

Girls from both Brownie units and the Guide unit participated in a county run
Dance Day. There they had a taste of a wide variety of dance styles, from country
dancing, to rock ‘n’ roll, jiving and the Haka. The day’s activities were rounded off
with a disco, so they should all have slept well that night.

Finally, don't forget to come along to our Coffee and Carols evening in the Silver
Threads Hall at 6.30 pm on Friday 10 December. You'll be able to see us all “in
action” as we provide the entertainment while you enjoy a drink and a mince pie.

JO SULLY, District Commissioner
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Purton Magazine Cover Bids

Many thanks to all who supported my ‘Bids for the Purton Magazine Covers' in aid
of the Church Picture Light Fund at the Purton Artists Exhibition. The bid prices
excelled all my expectations and a grand total of £721 was realized. My thanks to
Joy, my wife, and Barbara Woolford for coping with the demand to top up your
bids at 2.55pm with final bids closing at 3.03pm. Sorry to all the bidders who were
not successful, maybe on another occasion. | hope so.

As chairman, may |, on behalf of Purton Artists thank our many visitors to,
once again, a very successful exhibition.

ANDY LE POIDEVIN

Thank you to Purton Artists

I'd like to thank Purton Artists for their generosity in donating the proceeds of the
auction of Andy’s pictures to St Mary’s Church. Thank you too to all those who
bid so enthusiastically for them! We are very grateful.

Revd JANE HASLAM

Purton Magazine Covers for 2005

Following the success of Andy le Poidevin’'s auction reported above, | am
delighted to report that the following four artists have agreed to provide us with
illustrations for our front cover throughout 2005.

Chris Pocock will provide us with some of his striking photographs for January,
February and March. Brian Coe, who captures the very essence of village life in
his work, will feature in the April, May and June editions. Catherine Pier’s
delightful work will grace our covers in July, August and September. Last but not
least John Soar’s excellent local scenes will appear in October, November and
December.

These artists have also kindly agreed that their work may be auctioned at the
Purton Artist's Exhibition in November 2005. Further information will be available
in due course.

HELEN DIXON

Volunteer Needed!

Are you concerned about the environment? Do you wonder what you or your
church could do to try to combat climate change or the loss of wildlife?

Wiltshire Churches Together are looking for someone to coordinate the
production of a booklet outlining actions that Christian churches in Wiltshire can
take for the environment.

If you're interested in the environment, have an understanding of the Christian
faith and have some time spare each week why not volunteer? We're looking for
someone to start in January 2005.

Interested? For further information please call Susan Glock at Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust on 01380 725670 ext. 262 or email pusang@wiltshirewildlife.org

Page 25


mailto:susang@wiltshirewildlife.org

PURTON POSTBAG

The Editor reserves the right not to publish letters received where space and

content dictate. No correspondence can be accepted for publication without

the proper name and address of the correspondent being supplied. However
those details may be withheld from being published if so requested.

Dear Purton Mag,

As someone who makes everyone
happy each morning at the top of the
village, | sometimes feel like the three
wise monkeys.

As Vic Smith was cutting the hedge
of Silver Threads Club, he told me he’d
won the garden award. | know he’ll be
surprised to see a mention in your mag.
(Did you know that gardens in Purton
win prizes with his bedding plants?)

As for the bus shelters, yes they
looked a mess with broken glass all
over the pavement, but as | mentioned
to someone years ago, what | thought
of the first shelter in the High Street,
rain, wind and snow, come west to east,
but as most people never catch a bus
they have no idea. It would be better if
they had no glass, better still if they
were made from stone. What about a
seat? What luxury!

Did you know that ‘Open Door
Women's Club’ over thirty years ago
tried to get the County to do something
about rubbish, like putting it into a
divider, as you do now?

As for fox hunting, from what | hear
about ninety per cent of this village want
fox hunting banned.

Name and address supplied

Prospect Bazaar

Alison, Ann and Friends are delighted
to say that a total of £1455.27 was
raised throughout the year for the
Prospect Hospice.

Many thanks to everybody who
contributed to the Bazaar by donating
items or supporting us on the day.

Look forward to seeing you all again
next year:

PURTON LADIES GROUP

The organisers of the Whist Drive in aid
of the Wiltshire Air Ambulance would
like to thank everyone who supported
them in any way. The event raised
£230.

“Good judgement comes from
experience, and experience comes
from bad judgement”

Barry LePatner

Thank you from Barbara Wood

| would like to thank everyone who sent
me cards, flowers and gifts during my
stay in G.W. Hospital, the Stroke Unit
and the Cedars Re-Hab Unit in
September and October. Also Friends
and Neighbours who visited and helped
me keep my spirits up. Everyone has
been so kind and it was greatly
appreciated.
| am now home and progressing,

although not as quickly as | would like,
but by the time this is printed | hope to
be out and about and attending Village
Events again.

BARBARA WOOD
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Miss Mabel Bunce

I would like to thank all my family,
friends and neighbours who helped me
celebrate my 100th birthday on
October 24th.

| received over 100 cards, many
from people | had not seen for a long
time and also received many
congratulatory telephone calls and
visits from well wishers.

The tea party on Sunday afternoon
was thoroughly enjoyable, and from
comments | have received, was enjoyed by all of those who came. My thanks go
to the members of my family and friends who worked hard to organise this.

With my best wishes to everyone for Christmas and 2005.

PADS.

Congratulations to Des Maxfield and the crew for the production
of the play “The Decorator”. The cast of three were excellent.
Jane Hargreaves and Lindsey Hall provided very convincing
support for Tony Richardson’s interpretation of Noel Coward. The

following Saturday, Oct 23rd, saw our 30th reunion, and what a

wonderful evening it turned out to be. It was good to see so many of the original
founding members making the journey to be with us. Janet Fulford, Cheri Evans,
Chris and Colin Pounder, Paul Turner, and of course more recent members like
Brian and Annis Fessey.

Unfortunately many couldn’t be with us because of distance or illness but Fred
Davies, one of the originators, wrote from Swansea.

We had letters and emails from Andorra, Australia and America among other
places and everyone enjoyed reminiscing over times past, the old scrap books
and photographs too, how many times we heard the words — “Was that really
me?”

A special thanks to Lindsey Hall who managed to contact over 200 past
members and also to Anne Sweet and Inez Gale who, with Lindsey’s help,
arranged the whole thing and provided an excellent buffet supper. Thank you to
everyone who helped make this a very successful evening.

St. Mary’s was floodlit on November 9th in memory of
my dear sister Janice Lacey,
on the sixth anniversary of her untimely death,
at the age of 58 years.
Still greatly missed by Inez, Mike and all her family.
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From Cricklade Fire Station

During October crews from Cricklade attended 14 emergency calls as follows:-

2/10/04 at 0054

11/10/04 at 0006
11/10/04 at 0159
11/10/04 at 1617
15/10/04 at 1026
15/10/04 at 2012
16/10/04 at 1621

16/10/04 at 1906
17/10/04 at 2138
20/10/04 at 1500
21/10/04 at 0450
24/10/04 at 1025
27/10/04 at 0752
29/10/04 at 1123

Chimney fire, Marston Meysey.

Caravan fire, Kempsford Road, Marston Meysey.
Automatic fire alarm, residential home, High Street, Purton.
Bus fire, Kempsford Road, Marston Meysey.

Car fire, old A419, Latton.

Car fire, Lower Pavenhill, Purton.

Automatic Fire alarm, private residence, Deansfield,
Cricklade.

Paper bank fire, Leisure Centre, Cricklade.

Automatic fire alarm, residential home, High Street, Purton.
Standby duties, Swindon Central fire station.

Public toilets on fire, High Street, Cricklade.

Reported car fire, false alarm with good intent, Chelworth.
Mobile Crane fire, A419 Blunsdon.

Road traffic collision, person trapped. B4696, Braydon.

The Fire Station Christmas Dance is at the Town Hall on Saturday 4 December
starting at 7.30pm. Anybody wanting tickets please contact any of the personnel
below. The Christmas Bingo is also in the Town Hall on Tuesday 7 December,
doors open at 6.30 pm and eyes down at 8pm. We will be doing a street
collection in the High Street on Saturday 11 December between 9.30 and 12

midday.

If you require any fire safety advice, want to book a free of charge ‘Home
Safety Check’, are interested in becoming a retained firefighter or fire cadet or
want information on any events please do not hesitate to contact any of the

personnel below.

Sub Officer Neil Vigor — 07971 547069
Leading Firefighter Rob Milican — 01793 751482
Leading Firefighter Brian Francis — 01793 750535

Fire Safety Advice - Candles A

Treat candles as you would any other flame. {
Don't leave them unattended.

Put them out completely at night.

Keep them away from anything that can catch fire, like

Christmas trees, decorations, curtains and so on.

Make sure they're in the secure holders %
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Chiseldon Travel Club

In September, 26 of us headed for Vancouver and a three week tour of the
Canadian Rocky Mountains. The scenery was spectacular, particularly in Jasper
and Banff, most of our hotels had suite rooms and the food was tremendous. Our
first week was spent in Vancouver and Victoria where we visited Stanley Park,
Gastown and went whale watching trip seeing many whales in two large pods.
The next two weeks took us east to Alberta via Hope, Kelowna and Revelstoke
where we took a snow coach onto the Athabasca Glacier on the Columbia
Icefield. The highlight of the trip was the Rocky Mountaineer train back from
Jasper to Vancouver. We are likely to do a repeat to Canada in the Spring of
2007 if there is enough interest.

Update On Club Activities:
New Zealand is still the destination in demand and we have 68 going in 2005, half
of them in January and half in November. We are wait-listing now for November
2006. Due to requests from club members we are making our first group trip to
Europe — 28th May 2005 to Switzerland based in Interlaken, returning 8th June.
There are over 50 waiting to go to China so this will be taking place in April 2006
and if you have already contacted us re China we will be updating you in March
2005. For any of the above trips please contact us now. We can only go where
the members want to go so to influence that decision — join now!

SHARON AND IAN DIXON.

Email gharian@clara.co.uK.

-

Anagrams of Popular Authors

Do you know them?

Vince Hambey ”
2. Conchita Rosekone y
3. Ty. C Malcon
4. Jink Growl A
5. Robs Market Answer,s I_n
6. Wiser Storm Next Month's issue
7. Robby Nills
8. Leona O. Candy
9. Jolly O. Price
10. Walter L. Porccina Bookworm
AL _ November 26th, 27th and 28th
Hu:%iﬂ St. Mary’s was floodlit in loving memory of Myrna Ponting
\ \. ; on her birthday.
: Michael and all the family.
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Village Hall Fundraising

October 30th and the Village Hall was packed with 23 different stallholders.
Some really good quality items were on sale but it would have been better if a few
more people had come to support the various charities and individuals. One
table-top purchaser commented “not many Purton people come to buy.”

However those that did come were able to buy good items and have a go at a
very good raffle. Some of the stallholders as well as Trustees and general public
gave some excellent prizes. We thank them for their generosity.

The fund for the replacement of tables was swelled by £210.20 as a result of
this event. Those of us that move the tables realise how much quicker and easier
they are to handle.

Next year, similar events will be arranged so we look forward to your ongoing
support.

SUSAN MATTHEWS on behalf of the Trustees

From the Registers

Marriages:

10th September James Sjoberg & Charlotte Crabb
18th September Mark Webb & Caroline Collins
23rd October Stephen Wells & Judith Morley

30th October John Rainbow & Jo Smith
-
g
b Baptisms:
T 5th September  Katelynn Louise Joyce

Fraser William Edwards
Louis Floyd Ferris

26th September  Katie Ann Knight

7th November Phillip Edward Kirk
Kelly Marie Janet Woolford

[ 7y

Funerals:
15th October Jim Fraser (70)
15th October Betty Beasant (81)

1st November Alan Timpson (61)
2nd November Leslie Smith (82)

November 19th

=ﬁ;¢ The Church was floodlit in memory of Duncan Bamford.
e Remembered with love:
'\__ A Jean, Gary, Tracey, Howard and family.
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Purton & District Gardeners’ Guild P (D.

At our October meeting we had a talk from Brian Davis on

“Madeira — A Plantsman’s Paradise”. Mr Davis is a Lecturer and gg
also a Consultant in gardening and he also runs The Brian Davis
Gardening School. Right from the start our members were kept e

- <
Rad

entertained with the way he made it so interesting and at the same
time very informative. Having been to Madeira for the last three years it was
possible to relate to everything he said.

Madiera means Island of Trees, which it was originally and Funchal, its capital,
means fennel, as at one time it was covered in fennel, which can be found to this
day. Every inch of land is terraced and is fed by Levadas (man made irrigation
streams). There are 2,500 miles of these on the Island.

Madeira is lovely all year round as it has an almost perfect climate. The air is
fresh so you won't get hot and tired exploring and the countryside will be lush and
green with trees in blossom. It is covered with wild flowers, but there are only
about 30 native varieties — most flowers covering the hillsides, such as blue
agapanthus and orange bird of paradise flowers, are exotic “escapees”. The
orchids in Madeira are spectacular, too, and rare specimens can be seen in the
many botanical gardens on the island. Don'’t forget the Art Deco market in
Funchal where you can buy flowers to take home.

Arthur Griffin proposed a vote of thanks. Afterwards we enjoyed our usual tea
and biscuits.

“Give weeds an inch and they’ll take your yard”

Competition winners: - A Pot Plant (Foliage or Flowering)
1st Mary Jones 2nd Geraldine Waldron 3rd Marion New

Raffle winners:
Denis Kelly, Millie Burgoyne, Lorna Comley and Christine Bissett

| would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

We have no meeting in December. Our next meeting will be on the 25th
January 2005 which is the AGM and afterwards we have an American Supper.
This is in the Silver Threads Hall, Purton at 7.30pm. Visitors and new members
are always welcome.

MARY JONES, Secretary

St. Mary’s was floodlit on November 16th
in memory of my husband Trevor.

Loved and missed always. Jean Bird and Amanda,
Mark and family,
Paul, Ginny and family
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PEST. P Lo

Over the last few months the question of who are : C;S" Ecmo
PEST and what do they do has been raised. Purton {._f, o P
Extreme Sports Team, started off as a group of . Toow

friends from the village going for a weekend away

white water rafting and at some point during the weekend

coming up with the name PEST as a joke! Since then we get together
infrequently and do wacky things such as ‘adrenaline tubing’, water skiing and
throwing each other off 30 foot cliffs!!! Around the same time we decided we
would like to organise an event, in aid and for the village. Hence the annual Pram
Race was born and was soon followed by the annual Tug of War.

The aim of these events is primarily the enjoyment of everyone involved,
however we also manage to raise money from these events, all of which goes to
local good causes, such as Purton Helping Hand, who were able to replace their
bouncy castle with a brand new one, Purton War Memorial Fund, who had a
standpipe fitted at the War Memorial, and latterly the Parish Play Area Committee
who are in the process of obtaining funds for a new children’s slide. We are also
asked to help other events and organisations around the village and wherever
possible we do, so long as it involves having a bit of fun!!!

We wear PEST t-shirts etc. at all our events (paid for individually by ourselves,
not from any monies raised) so that participants and spectators alike know who to
go to should any issues arise.

This year we are pleased to announce that with the combined total from the
Tug of War and Pram Race we have been able to hand over a cheque for £2,500
to the Play Area Committee to go towards paying for a new children’s slide on the
Red House Playing Fields. Let's hope the children of the village have many
happy years of enjoyment on it.

We are now looking for a good cause to raise money for next year; if you have
any ideas please email keithtaylor@madasafish.com. Finally the accounts from
the group will be displayed on the village notice boards. Have a merry Christmas
and let’s hope 2005 is another enjoyable and FUN year for Purton.

The Purton Parish Boundary Stones

In recent weeks two of the boundary stones which were erected to celebrate the
millennium have been knocked over but fortunately not damaged. The first one in
Bagbury Lane has actually been knocked over twice. After the first time it was
re-erected by one of the Lydiard Millicent Parish Councillors, but after the second
time it was decided to move it to the opposite side of the road where there is a
wider grass verge and firmer ground. The second one was on the top of Manor
Hill which has now been replaced on the same site but set in a deeper hole.

If anyone notices any further damage to any of the stones please report the
details to the Parish Council Clerk so that they can be corrected.

JOHN BELT_
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Parish Council News

Examination in Public of the Wiltshire and Swindon Structure Plan 2016

At the beginning of November 2004 we received a copy of the Examination in
Public report compiled by the independent team which was appointed by the
Secretary of State to look at the Structure Plan. As you can imagine this is a
lengthy document and will need time to digest. However what has been extracted
from this document at the time of this magazine going to print makes rather
depressing reading in that the Inspector has not favoured Swindon Borough
Council’s proposal to develop towards the east which would take in land over the
other side of the A419. The Inspector noted that such a development would be
very long term and should be decided at Regional Government level. In the
meantime the panel maintains that there is sufficient space in several parts of the
Principal Urban Area including — the River Ray, Purton and The Lydiards
(basically this would include land from the edge of West Swindon, namely
Ridgeway Farm which lies at the rear of The Foresters Arms through to Cricklade)
it is said that this area could accommodate 1250 houses and still allow for a rural
buffer to prevent coalescence.

What happens next is that these recommendations will be considered jointly by
Swindon BC and Wiltshire CC; the Officers will make their recommendations to
their Members (Councillors). The Councillors will then decide if they accept the
recommendations of their Officers or wish to make other amendments, the
outcome of which will be formed into their proposed modifications. These
modifications will then be put out for public consultation again, probably in the
spring of 2005. It will be at that time that we will need to make our views known.
It is not necessarily the case that Swindon BC and Wiltshire CC have to adhere to
the Independent Panel’'s recommendations, however they would have to have
good sound planning reasons not to. We have already made what we believed to
be a good case for no further major development in Purton and The Lydiards, we
have campaigned long and hard to retain our rural buffer and this view was
listened to by Swindon BC and Wiltshire CC. However we have to understand
that realistically this independent report has made our position more difficult to
defend. It will therefore be essential that we continue to campaign avidly to divert
such development away from our doorstep in the future.

The Examination in Public findings can be accessed via the web on
Wwww.wiltshireandswindoneip.org.uK. If you wish to talk to an officer who can give
you up to date information or clarify any points you may have to telephone Mark
Newey at Swindon Borough Council on 01793 466031.

North Wiltshire Local Plan 2011 Revised Deposit Draft — this draft revision is
now on deposit for six weeks from the 11 November to 23 December 2004.

The District Council is continuing with its Local Plan Review under the transitional
arrangements, outlined in the recent changes to national planning legislation by
Central Government. In effect, this means that the entire Local Plan is being re-

deposited. Any part of the Local Plan can be commented on, not only those
continued overleaf
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policies and proposals which have been amended since the First Deposit Draft
Local Plan was published. Any new comment submitted will be carried forward to
a Public Inquiry next year in June/July.

The NW Local Plan 2011 First Deposit Draft was placed on deposit from 3
April until 15 May 2003. The District Council has since considered all the
representations received during that period and has revised the Local Plan, as it
considered appropriate. Now is the time to state if you agree or other wise with
the District Council’s revisions.

The Revised Deposit Draft Local Plan Written Statement and Proposal Maps
can be viewed at the District Council offices, Parish Council office, all libraries and
Information Points in North Wiltshire. Alternatively, the Revised Deposit Draft
Local Plan is available to view or download from the District Council’'s website at
pwww.northwilts.qov. uk.

The Parish Council and Ps & Qs are continuing to work together to engage
local residents in looking at the future development of our parish following on from
comments received to the questionnaire given to all households earlier in the
year. Through this Local Plan process, among other things, would-be developers
identify land that they would like included in the framework of our village. This
would mean altering the present framework boundary. As we have a relatively
short time to look at this in detail, the process that is being undertaken at the
moment is trying to assess what impact such development would have on all
aspects of our community, including schooling, health facilities, traffic and general
environment. It is not too late for you to make your views known and for them to
be included in this process, if you would like more information then please either
contact the Parish Council Office or Dr Richard Pagett.

South West Regional Assembly — The Regional Spatial Strategy, or RSS, is a
new kind of plan which will set a regional framework about what the scale of
development should be, and the links between broad issues like healthcare,
education and crime, as well as basic infrastructure such as transport. The RSS
will set the regional context for planning in the South West until 2026 (the South
West region is large and spreads from Swindon, Cheltenham, Bournemouth down
to Plymouth obviously taking in the land between these towns/cities).

The Strategy will guide the planning process at a local level through District
Local Development Frameworks. It will help to deliver the region’s Integrated
Regional Strategy, include a Regional Transport Strategy to guide investment in
transport facilities, provide policy guidance on issues ranging from minerals
extraction and waste treatment to economic development and housing, health,
culture and environment and will also include District level housing numbers.

It will be developed in the context of the Integrated Regional Strategy and
driven by the need to make environmental, social and economic change happen
in an effective and inclusive way.

The Parish Council is now looking at a paper from the Regional Spatial
Strategy for the South West entitled What will the South West be like in 2026 —

continued overleaf
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your chance to help shape the future of the South West Region. The deadline for
comment is the 26 November 2004.

There are various ways in which this document can be accessed (it is not a
huge paper to down load if you wish to do so) — jwww.southwest-ra.gov.ul. Or
you can write to RSS Consultation Dennett House, 11 Middle Street, Taunton,
Somerset. TA1 1SH, or from the Parish Council Office. Even if you can not make
the deadline of the 26th the paper makes interesting reading and the Parish
Council would welcome your views as there will be other opportunities to
comment in the future.

Wiltshire Police Authority — Independent Custody Visiting — Independent
custody visitors are members of the local community who visit police stations

unannounced to check on the welfare of people detained in police custody. If you
would like to find out more about becoming a visitor then contact Ron Flux at the
Police Authority by telephoning 01380 734022 or emalil

Ronald.flux@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk.

Head Stones — St Mary’s Churchyard — due to Health and Safety issues
relating to unstable head stones it will be necessary to lay them down if they are

considered dangerous and either if relatives can not be traced or do not want to
pay for them to be reinstated. This will be an on going process as the memorials
are regularly checked. If you wish further information please contact the Parish
Council Office.

Hoggs Lane, The Common and Witts Lane — The highway status of the
Common is currently under discussion. The County Council have embarked on a

consultations process. If you would like more information about the issues being
discussed either contact Alan Harbour at the County Council by telephoning

01225 713038 or by emailing him on planharbour@wiltshire.qgov.ul . Or contact
the Parish Council Office.

Approved Planning Applications:

N04/02569/FUL Land at 39 Witts Lane, Erection of 1 Dwelling (Revised
proposal)

N04/02604/FUL 97 Pavenhill, single storey rear extension

NO04/02723/FUL 12 Glevum Close, rear extension

Happy Christmas — The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to wish
all parishioners a very happy Christmas.

How to contact the Parish Council:
Telephone number 01793 771066 Fax 772646 email address:

Purton Parish Council is now on broadband our email address has changed as
follows: Elerk@purtonpc.eclipse.co.u

Website: lwww.communigate.co.uk/wilts/purtonparishcouncil
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